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Critical Facilities Definition 
City of Los Angeles Floodplain Management Plan Update 

 
The Floodplain Management Plan update will describe and summarize the exposure and vulnerability of 

critical facilities within the planning area to flood hazards. This will enable the City to target vulnerable 

critical facilities for mitigation.  The CRS defines a critical facility as follows: 

 

A structure or other improvement that, because of its function, size, service area, or uniqueness, 

has the potential to cause serious bodily harm, extensive property damage, or disruption of vital 

socioeconomic activities if it is destroyed or damaged or if its functionality is impaired. Critical 

facilities include health and safety facilities, utilities, government facilities, and hazardous 

materials facilities. 

 

In order to perform the critical facilities analysis for this plan, we will need to use a critical facilities 

definition specific to the City of Los Angeles planning area. To provide consistency across planning 

efforts, we will utilize the City’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan definition. This definition distinguishes 

between two types of critical facilities and also includes critical infrastructure: 

 

Critical Operating Facilities, also referred to as the “Big Nine,” are the facilities that house the 

majority of city personnel, and are required for the day-to-day conduct of City business. These 

include City Hall, City Hall East, City Hall South, Parker Center, Piper Technical Center, 

Personnel Building, West Los Angeles Municipal Building, Van Nuys Marvin Braude Building, 

and San Pedro Municipal Building. 

 

Critical Response Facilities are the City’s operating facilities necessary for hazard event 

response, and they include fire stations, police stations, hospitals, and evacuation centers, such as 

LAUSD Schools, and Recreation and Parks facilities. 

 

Critical Infrastructure is represented by both public and private infrastructures.  Critical 

Infrastructure is divided into two categories: Utilities and Transportation. Critical Infrastructure 

under Transportation includes: freeways, streets, bridges, railroads, airports and the harbor. 

Under Utilities, these include the potable water systems (treatment and reservoirs), waste water 

systems (treatment plants, major interceptors, sewer lines), electric power systems (power plants, 

substations, major transmissions lines), oil refineries, natural gas systems, and communication 

systems. 

 

The planning team will inventory the facilities that meet this definition and input them into our HAZUS 

model, which will produce vulnerability estimates based on a series of attributes of each facility, the 

location of the facility and the type of flood hazard (e.g. 500 year flood). Linear features (such as roads) 

are not compatible with the HAZUS model, but will be discussed when appropriate.  

 

 

 


