
City of Los Angeles 
Floodplain Management Plan Goals (Current Plan) 

7.2. Goals, Objectives, and Policies 
 
GOAL 1 - Protect human life and property, to the greatest extent feasible, from catastrophic events, 
such as tsunami, coastal flooding, or the rupture of water containing infrastructure, such as dams, 
reservoirs, and water tanks. 

Objective 1.a 
Minimize hazards to life and property from flooding that could occur from catastrophic events. 

Policies: 
- 1.a.01  Continue participation in the federal tsunami alert program and provide 

tsunami warning to the people living and working in tsunami hazard areas. 
- 1.a.02  Future development in coastal zones will comply with the design criteria 

established in the City’s Specific Plan for the Management of Flood Hazards (Ordinance 
No. 172,081). 

GOAL 2 – To the greatest extent possible, reduce the risk from flood hazards, including shallow 
flooding and mud/debris flow, to life, property, public investment and social order in the City. 

Objective 2.a 
Minimize impacts from flooding in FEMA designated flood zones. 

Policies: 
- 2.a.01  Ensure that development complies with the criteria established in Ordinance 

No. 172,081. 
- 2.a.02  Review existing regulations in Ordinance No. 172,081 to ensure that impacts to 

adjacent properties are minimized to the maximum extent feasible. 
- 2.a.03  Reduce repeated losses in FEMA designated flood zones through land 

acquisition and/or relocation when appropriate to increase open space. 
- 2.a.04  Provide flood protection information and assistance to property and business 

owners, residents, contractors, realtors, and prospective buyers in FEMA designated 
flood zones. 

- 2.a.05  Provide technical information regarding flood-proofing and retrofitting of 
property/structures in FEMA designated flood zones to prevent substantial flood 
damage. 

- 2.a.06  Assign additional priority to storm water projects that remove FEMA designated 
flood zones. 



- 2.a.07  Provide information about erosion control and landscaping to property owners 
and contractors in FEMA designated flood zones. 

- 2.a.08  Ensure that alterations to natural watercourses in FEMA designated flood zones 
are made in accordance with City requirements and FMP programs. 

- 2.a.09  Coordinate with the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works to design 
and construct storm water projects necessary to reduce the percentage of FEMA 
designated flood zones in the City. 

- 2.a.10  Ensure that projects proposed by the Community Development Department and 
Community Redevelopment Agency minimize or eliminate flood risks without impacting 
adjacent or downstream properties. 

- 2.a.11  Assign additional priority to storm water projects that protect critical facilities in 
FEMA designated flood zones. 

- 2.a.12  Update the FEMA designated flood zones based on the best available technical 
data and analysis. 

Objective 2.b 
Continue to define flood hazard areas in the City. 

Policies: 
- 2.b.01  Continue to evaluate specific cases of shallow flooding and mud/debris flow, 

recommend solutions to identified problems, and provide assistance to property 
owners. 

- 2.b.02  Continue to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program and improve 
the City’s rating in the Community Rating System. 

- 2.b.03  Review the storm water system for deficiencies and revise the FEMA designated 
flood zones as necessary to best describe system deficiencies. 

- 2.b.04  Coordinate with other departments that have information regarding flooding, 
such as the City Fire Department and Building and Safety Department, to ensure that 
information regarding flooding is shared between appropriate departments or agencies. 

- 2.b.05  Provide information to property owners regarding the process for removal of 
property, if appropriate, from a FEMA designated flood zone. 

- 2.b.06  Identify and pursue various forms of funding to implement the programs 
identified in the FMP. 

Objective 2.c 
Minimize impacts from flooding in unmapped flood hazard areas. 

Policies: 
- 2.c.01  Review existing development regulations to ensure that the standards minimize, 

to the extent feasible, flooding impacts to adjacent properties (e.g., downstream or 
down slope). 

- 2.c.02  Reduce repeated losses through land acquisition and/or relocation when 
appropriate to increase open space. 



- 2.c.03  Develop and make available flood protection information to property and 
business owners, residents, contractors, realtors, and prospective buyers. 

- 2.c.04  Develop and make available technical information regarding flood-proofing 
- and retrofitting of property/structures to prevent substantial flood damage. 
- 2.c.05  Assign additional priority to storm water projects that remove flood hazards 
- from unmapped flood zones. 
- 2.c.06  Ensure that projects proposed by the Community Development Department and 

Community Redevelopment Agency minimize or eliminate flood risks without impacting 
adjacent or downstream properties. 

- 2.c.07  Assign additional priority to storm water projects that protect critical facilities 
- in unmapped flood zones. 

Objective 2.d 
Reduce Repetitive Loss Properties throughout the City. 

Policies: 
- 2.d.01  Conduct outreach, provide flood awareness information, and provide technical 

information to property owners. 
- 2.d.02  Maintain a history of flood hazards, flood losses, and mitigation activities. 
- 2.d.03  Conduct site investigations, research available data, and review proposed 

modifications to identify and mitigate drainage problems. 
- 2.d.04  Recommend structural and non-structural flood mitigation alternatives. 
- 2.d.05  Provide information regarding Federal Emergency Management Agency grant 

and loan programs. 

GOAL 3 – Minimize flood hazards and protect water quality Citywide by employing watershed-
based approaches that balance environmental, economic, and engineering considerations. 

Objective 3.a 
Ensure that all properties are protected from flood hazards through the maintenance and 
installation of storm water systems in accordance with applicable standards. 

Policies: 
- 3.a.01  Provide a storm water system that has adequate capacity to protect its citizens 

and property from flooding which results from a 10-year storm (or a 50-year storm in 
sump areas). 

- 3.a.02  Implement programs to correct existing deficiencies in the storm water system, 
including surface and subsurface drainage. 

- 3.a.03  Continuously review the storm water system for deficiencies and develop 
projects to eliminate or reduce deficiencies to the maximum extent practicable. 

- 3.a.04  Require that adequate storm drain, flood control, and pollution abatement 
facilities be constructed to mitigate the impacts associated with new development. 



Objective 3.b 
Maintain the existing storm water system so that the system operates effectively. 

Policy: 
- 3.b.01  Ensure that the City’s storm water system is adequately maintained. 

Objective 3.c 
Pursue effective and efficient approaches to reducing storm water runoff and protecting water 
quality. 

Policies: 
- 3.c.01  Implement Best Management Practices as required under the National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System. 
- 3.c.02  Ensure that storm water pollution abatement best management practices 
- (BMPs) do not increase flood risk beyond acceptable levels. 

Objective 3.d 
Ensure that modifications to rivers and channels in the City do not increase flood hazards. 

Policy: 
- 3.d.01  Participate in efforts regarding modifications to rivers and channels that are 

within or impact the City. 

Objective 3.e 
Open space and natural resource areas throughout the City will be managed to minimize flood 
hazards. 

Policies: 
- 3.e.01  Conserve and manage the undeveloped portions of the City’s watersheds, 

where feasible, as open spaces that protect, conserve, and enhance natural resources. 
- 3.e.02  Continue to protect, restore and/or enhance habitat areas, linkages and corridor 

segments, to the greatest extent practical, within City owned or managed sites. 
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