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CHAPTER 3 
Environmental Setting, Impact Analysis, and 
Mitigation Measures 

3.0 Introduction to the Analysis 
In compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15125 
and 15126, Chapter 3 of this Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) provides an analysis of 
the potential significant environmental effects of the Silver Lake Reservoir Complex Master Plan 
Project (proposed Project).  

The following environmental topics are assessed in detail in this chapter in accordance with 
CEQA Guidelines Appendix G and supplemented by the 2006 L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guidelines 
as appropriate: 

• Aesthetics 

• Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

• Air Quality 

• Biological Resources 

• Cultural Resources 

• Energy 

• Geology, Soils, and Mineral Resources 

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

• Hydrology and Water Quality 

• Land Use and Planning 

• Noise and Vibration 

• Population and Housing 

• Public Services 

• Recreation and Parks 

• Transportation 

• Tribal Cultural Resources 

• Utilities and Service Systems 

• Wildfire 

Format of the Environmental Analysis 
This Draft EIR provides analysis of impacts for all environmental topics covered under Appendix 
G of the CEQA Guidelines and that have the potential to result in significant effects due to 
proposed Project implementation. “Significant effect” is defined by CEQA Guidelines Section 
15382 as “a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions 
within the area affected by the project including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient 
noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance. An economic or social change by itself shall 
not be considered a significant effect on the environment. A social or economic change related to a 
physical change may be considered in determining whether the physical change is significant.”  
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Sections 3.1 through 3.19 discuss the environmental impacts that may result with approval and 
implementation of the proposed Project. The format of the environmental analysis for each 
environmental topic included in Sections 3.1 through 3.19 includes an environmental setting, 
regulatory setting, and impact analysis and mitigation measures (if required). 

Environmental Setting 
The assessment of each environmental topic begins with the relevant baseline setting information 
that is needed to provide context for the impact analysis that follows. Extraneous setting 
information that does not shed light on the impact analysis is not included in this Draft EIR 
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15125[a]).  

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15125(a), the environmental setting contains a 
description of the regional and local physical environmental conditions in the Project vicinity at 
the time of the publication of the Notice of Preparation (NOP). This environmental setting 
constitutes the baseline physical condition against which the implementation of the proposed 
Project is assessed in order to determine whether a significant environmental impact would occur 
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2[a]). 

This Draft EIR uses January 2022 as the baseline year against which proposed Project impacts are 
compared. This baseline was selected to reflect the physical environmental conditions at the time 
the Notice of Preparation (NOP) was published. 

Regulatory Framework 
Where the Project area and its surroundings fall within the jurisdiction of federal, State, and local 
regulatory agencies, the proposed Project would be subject to the laws, rules, regulations, and 
policies of those agencies. These regulations are intended to guide development, reduce adverse 
effects on sensitive resources, and/or offer general guidance on the protection of such resources. 
The regulatory setting summarizes the applicable laws, rules, regulations, and policies for the 
proposed Project. These rules may also set the standards, in the form of significance criteria or 
thresholds of significance as discussed below, by which the potentially significant impacts of the 
proposed Project are evaluated. 

Significance Threshold and Criteria 
This section presents the significance criteria against which potential impacts are evaluated. As 
defined by CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.7(a), thresholds of significance are an identifiable 
quantitative, qualitative, or performance standard for the assessment of a particular environmental 
impact. Significance criteria are included for each environmental topic. 

Determining the severity of Project impacts is fundamental to achieving the objectives of CEQA. 
The level of significance for each impact examined in this Draft EIR was determined by 
considering the predicted magnitude of the impact to baseline environmental conditions against the 
applicable threshold. Thresholds were developed using criteria from the CEQA Guidelines and 
Appendix G Checklist and supplemented by the 2006 L.A. City Thresholds Guide. A Thresholds 
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Memorandum has been prepared for the proposed Project to substantiate thresholds used in the 
Draft EIR (ESA, 2022). 

Impact and Mitigation Measures 
Impact Analysis 
This Section provides an analysis of the potential environmental impacts that could result from 
implementation of the proposed Project. This Draft EIR addresses the direct and indirect impacts 
associated with implementation of the proposed Project, including short-term and long-term 
impacts. The impact analysis may include a summary or description of methodologies used. 

The level of significance for each environmental impact examined in this Draft EIR is determined 
by considering the predicted magnitude of the impact in relation to the baseline environmental 
setting and assuming implementation of applicable regulatory requirements, measured against the 
significance criterion. Based on the significance criterion, the significance of each potential 
environmental impact is determined according to the following categories: 

• Significant and Unavoidable: A significant and unavoidable impact is a substantial adverse 
effect on the environment that cannot be reduced to below a significance threshold given 
reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures. A project with significant and 
unavoidable impacts could still proceed, but the City would be required to prepare a 
Statement of Overriding Considerations, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15093, 
explaining why the City would proceed with the Project in spite of the potential for a 
significant environmental impact. In addition, CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6 requires an 
analysis of project alternatives, including the no-project alternative as well as other feasible 
alternatives, that would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of a project. 

• Less-than-Significant Impact with Mitigation: A potentially significant impact occurs if 
the proposed Project could result in a potentially substantial adverse change in the physical 
conditions of the environmental topic being evaluated. If such a determination is made, 
reasonably available and feasible mitigation measures must be considered if they would avoid 
or substantially reduce the significant impact. An impact that can be reduced to below the 
significance threshold with such mitigation measures is considered less than significant with 
mitigation. Such an impact requires findings to be made under Section 15091 of the CEQA 
Guidelines. 

• Less-than-Significant Impact: A less-than-significant impact is an impact that may be 
adverse, but does not exceed the significance threshold and does not require mitigation 
measures. However, mitigation measures that could further lessen the environmental effect 
may be suggested if readily available and easily achievable. 

• No Impact: A no impact determination would occur if the Project would not result in a 
substantive change to the environmental topic that is being evaluated. 

Mitigation Measures and Significance Determination 
Mitigation measures are recommended for any identified potentially significant impacts as a 
result of the proposed Project. The significance determination provides the level of significance 
after the implementation of recommended mitigation measures, if applicable, based on the 
categories described above. 



3. Environmental Setting, Impact Analysis, and Mitigation Measures 
3.0 Introduction to Analysis 

Silver Lake Reservoir Complex Master Plan Project 3-4 October 2022 
Draft Environmental Impact Report  

Cumulative Impacts 
The CEQA Guidelines require that an EIR discuss cumulative impacts of a project, taken together 
with other past, present, and probable future projects producing related impacts. The goal of this 
analysis is twofold: first, to determine whether the impacts of all such projects would be 
cumulatively significant; and, second, to determine whether proposed project would itself cause a 
“cumulatively considerable” (and thus significant) incremental contribution to any such 
cumulatively significant impacts. The definition of cumulatively considerable is provided in 
Section 15065(a)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines: “‘Cumulatively considerable’ means that the 
incremental effects of an individual project are significant when viewed in connection with the 
effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects.”  

CEQA Requirements 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15130(b) provides the following parameters relative to cumulative 
impact analysis: the discussion of cumulative impacts shall reflect the severity of the impacts and 
their likelihood of occurrence, but the discussion need not provide as great detail as is provided 
for the effects attributable to the project alone. The discussion should be guided by standards of 
practicality and reasonableness, and should focus on the cumulative impact to which the 
identified related projects contribute, rather than the attributes of other projects that do not 
contribute to the cumulative impact.  

CEQA Guidelines Section 15130 allows for the use of two alternative methods to determine the 
scope of projects to analyze cumulative impacts.  

List Method: A list of past, present, and probable future projects producing related or cumulative 
impacts, including, if necessary, those projects outside the control of the agency.  

Projection Method: A summary of projects contained in an adopted general plan or related 
planning document, or in a prior environmental document, that have been adopted or certified, 
which describe or evaluate regional or area-wide conditions contributing to the cumulative 
impact. 

Related Projects 
The geographic area that could be affected by implementation of proposed Project in combination 
with other projects varies depending on the type of environmental resource being considered. For 
instance, cumulative aesthetics or noise impacts are more localized; whereas, cumulative air 
quality and greenhouse gas emissions impacts occur on a broader regional or global scale. 
Table 3-1 describes the geographic scope of cumulative impact analysis for each environmental 
resource category. Also described is the method of evaluation for each category. 
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TABLE 3-1 
 GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE AND METHOD OF EVALUATION FOR CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Section No. Environmental Resource Geographic Area Method of Evaluation 

3.1 Aesthetics Immediate vicinity List 

3.2 Agricultural and Forest Resources Immediate vicinity List 

3.3 Air Quality Immediate vicinity and 
South Coast Air Basin List and Projections 

3.4 Biological Resources Immediate vicinity List 

3.5 Cultural Resources Immediate vicinity List 

3.6 Energy Regional List and Projections 

3.7 Geology, Soils, and Mineral Resources Immediate vicinity List 

3.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions South Coast Air Basin List and Projections 

3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials Immediate vicinity List 

3.10 Hydrology and Water Quality Regional List and Projections 

3.11 Land Use and Planning City of Los Angeles List and Projections 

3.12 Noise Immediate vicinity List 

3.13 Population and Housing Regional List and Projections 

3.14 Public Services City of Los Angeles List and Projections 

3.15 Recreation and Parks Regional List 

3.16 Transportation Regional List and Projections 

3.17 Tribal Cultural Resources Immediate vicinity List 

3.18 Utilities and Service Systems Regional List and Projections 

3.19 Wildfire Immediate vicinity List 

 

Table 3-2 and Figure 3-1 include all of the approved, under construction, or proposed 
development projects within one-mile of the proposed Project. The list of development projects is 
derived from lists provided by the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, 
Department of City Planning, and Department of Public Works. For those environmental 
resources that were evaluated based on the projections approach, the projections take into 
consideration future projects that are not included in the below list of related projects. 

TABLE 3-2 
 RELATED PROJECTS 

No. Location Project Description - Land Use Project Type Project Status 

1 1629 N Griffith 
Blvd 

The project is a planned conversion of a historic 
(1932) church into a 26-room hotel with 
associated pool, restaurant, and lounge, located 
approximately 3,200 feet from the Project Site. 
This project is located in the City of Los Angeles 
and would consist of 26 hotel rooms; 3,784 sf of 
restaurant use; and 2,497 sf of lounge space. 

Commercial In construction 
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No. Location Project Description - Land Use Project Type Project Status 

2 1750 N 
Glendale Blvd 

This project is located in the City of Los Angeles 
and would consist of a 5-story apartment building 
with 70 residential units totaling 61,000 square 
feet, located approximately 2,200 feet from the 
Project Site. The project would include 3 bike 
racks and 6 parking spots.  

Residential In construction 

3 2828 N 
Glendale Blvd 

This project is the planned conversion of a three-
story church and an adjacent three-bedroom 
house into a childcare center for up to 175 
children. The project is located approximately 
1,400 feet from Project Site. 

Child Care 
Facility Complete 

4 2280 N 
Glendale Blvd 

Construction of 6 condominium units across 3 
lots Residential  On hold 

5 3301 W Sunset 
Blvd 

This project is located 3,100 feet from the project 
site in the City of Los Angeles and would consist 
of 104 residential units and 9,048 sf of 
commercial space. 

Residential; 
Commercial Approved in 2019 

6 3225 W Sunset 
Blvd 

This project is located in the City of Los Angeles 
and would consist of 86 residential units; 2,500 sf 
of retail; 2,900 sf of restaurant use; and 4,600 sf 
of office space; and 8,353 sf of ground floor 
commercial space.  

Residential; 
Commercial Approved in 2022 

7 2600 W 
Riverside Drive 

This project is located approximately 4,400 feet 
from the Project Site in the City of Los Angeles 
and would consist of 120 residential units. 

Residential In construction 

8 3012 W Sunset 
Blvd 

This project includes the demolition of an existing 
surface parking lot and construction of a 5-story 
74-unit residential apartment building. 

Residential Approved in 2021 

9 2225 W Sunset 
Blvd 

This project includes demolition of the existing 
residential and commercial buildings and 
construction of a new multi-family residential 
building with 176 units (18 units reserved for 
Extremely Low Income). 

Residential 

Approved in 2021, 
in permitting 
process with 
Building and Safety 

10 4311 W Sunset 
Blvd 

The mixed-use project includes 108 residential 
units (10 Very Low-Income Units), 4,500 sf of 
fitness center uses, and 999 sf of restaurant uses 
in a four-story mixed-use building over two levels 
of subterranean parking. 

Residential; 
Commercial Approved in 2022 

11 4100 W Sunset 
Blvd 

This mixed-use project includes 91 residential 
units (8 Very Low-Income units) and 10,000 sf of 
commercial uses in a five-story building over four 
levels of subterranean parking. 

Residential; 
Commercial Approved in 2022 

12 

LADWP 
Aeration and 
Recirculation 
System Project 

Silver Lake and Ivanhoe Reservoirs require an 
aeration and recirculation system to ensure that 
reasonable water quality parameters are met for 
visual aesthetics and controlling odors. The 
proposed project would include the installation of 
a bubble plume aeration system and a 
recirculation pipe system to ensure oxygenation 
and destratification of the reservoirs. 

Water 
infrastructure In construction 

13 Sidewalk 
Repair Program 

The project includes sidewalk repairs south of the 
Silver Lake Recreation Center, adjacent to West 
Silverlake Drive, Van Pelt Place, Silverlake Blvd, 
and at the intersection of Duane Street and 
Silverlake Boulevard.  

Infrastructure 
repair 

In construction 
throughout the City 

SOURCE: City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, 2021, City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2022 
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