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3.19 Wildfire 
This section addresses the potential wildfire impacts associated with implementation of the 
proposed Project. This section includes a description of the wildfire history and conditions in the 
proposed Project area, regulatory framework, and an evaluation of the potential impacts of the 
proposed Project related to wildfire. Project design features include PDF-WF-1: Fire Code, 
PDF-WF-2. Open Flame, PDF-WF-3. Smoking Prohibited, PDF-WF-4: Signage, through 
PDF-WF-5: Brush Clearance Activities, and PDF-TRA-1: Construction Traffic 
Management Plan. Impacts to wildfire are less than significant and no mitigation is required. 

3.19.1 Environmental Setting  
Project Area Characteristics 
The proposed Project would be located in the Silver Lake neighborhood of the City of Los 
Angeles. As described in Section 3.11, Land Use and Planning, the Silver Lake neighborhood is 
primarily made up of residential uses, with some smaller commercial areas and some existing 
public access in and around the Silver Lake Reservoir Complex (SLRC) that allows park uses. 
The proposed Project area is a mix of developed land and vegetative communities. The majority 
of the proposed Project area is occupied by the Silver Lake and Ivanhoe Reservoirs. The exterior 
is a collection of vegetated areas, parks, trails, and other recreational facilities.  

Significant geographic features near the proposed Project area include the Santa Monica 
Mountains in the area of Griffith Park to the north and the Angeles National Forest to the 
northeast. The climate in the region is Mediterranean, with dry summers and moderately wet 
winters; however, the region has experienced severe drought conditions in recent years (USGS 
2021). The proposed Project area is also subject to Santa Ana Winds, which are dry, strong, 
downslope winds that affect Southern California, and typically occurs after the dry summer. High 
winds and drier climate conditions can exacerbate fire risk as dry vegetation acts as a fire fuel and 
the high winds can carry these flames creating larger wildfire risk. 

Fire Environment 
Fire environments are dynamic systems and include many types of environmental factors and site 
characteristics. Fires can occur in any environment where conditions are conducive to ignition 
and fire movement. The three major components of fire environment are vegetation (fuels), 
climate, and topography. The state of each of these components and their interactions with each 
other determines the potential characteristics and behavior of a fire at any given moment. It is 
important to note that wildland fire may transition to urban fire if structures are receptive to 
ignition. Understanding the existing wildland vegetation and fuel conditions on and around the 
proposed Project area is necessary to understand the fire environment. 

The climate of Southern California, including the proposed Project area, has been characterized 
by fire climatologists as the worst fire climate in the United States with high winds (Santa Ana) 
occurring during autumn after a six-month drought period each year (J.E. Keeley et. al. 2011). As 
discussed above, Santa Ana winds can carry flames or sparks that can exacerbate wildfires. This 
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is compounded by the higher coverage of dry vegetation as a result of the dry summer climate in 
the area.  

As defined by the Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 4126, State Responsibility Areas are 
State- and privately-owned forest, watershed, and rangeland for which the primary financial 
responsibility of preventing and suppressing wildland fires rests with the State. State 
Responsibility Areas, by definition, do not include any lands within city limits. As defined by the 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), the proposed Project site lies 
entirely within a Local Responsibility Area (CAL FIRE 2021a). CAL FIRE provides 
recommendations for fire hazard severity zones (FHSZ) within Local Responsibility Areas but 
the responsibility for mapping Local Responsibility Areas lies within the local jurisdiction 
responsible for fire management and control within the Local Responsibility Area. While fire 
hazard severity zones do not predict when or where a wildfire will occur, they do identify areas 
where wildfire hazards could be more severe and therefore are of greater concern. 

Cal Fire identifies the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ), and a city, by ordinance, 
designates areas as VHFHSZ or non-VHFHSZ within their jurisdiction. Where local fire 
protection agencies, such as the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), are responsible for 
wildfire protection, the land is classified as a Local Responsibility Area (LRA). According to 
CAL FIRE’s FHSZ Viewer, the proposed Project area would be located within an area designated 
as a VHFHSZ (CAL FIRE 2021b).  

Fire History 
Fire history information can provide an understanding of fire frequency, fire type, most 
vulnerable locations, and significant ignition sources. The fire history data for the proposed 
Project area is based on CAL FIRE’s California Statewide Fire Map that displays fires through 
1950 and CAL FIRE’s Fire Resource Assessment Program (FRAP) database that assesses the 
amount and extent of California's forests and rangelands, analyzes their conditions, and identifies 
alternative management and policy guidelines. These tools show there is not a significant 
potential for wildfire near the proposed Project area, but the proposed Project vicinity could be 
subject to the occasional wildfire encroachment, most likely originating from open space and 
forested areas like Griffith Park located approximately 1.3 miles north of the proposed Project 
area (CAL FIRE 2021c, d).  

The SLRC is currently used as a source of water for firefighting operations. Under an agreement 
with LADWP, both the City and the County of Los Angeles Fire Departments may use the 
reservoir water for firefighting purposes, and both departments have used the water in the past. 
The proposed Project was designed to include minimal vegetation along the south end, where 
water is drawn from via helicopter in order to continue to support the use of the reservoir for 
firefighting needs.  

The environmental analysis in this section was conducted in consultation with the City of Los 
Angeles Fire Department (Personal communication 2022). 
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3.19.2 Regulatory Framework  
Federal 
National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy 
The U.S. Forest Service (USFS), in coordination with other federal, tribal, state, and local 
partners/agencies developed the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy (The 
National Strategy), which has three key components: Resilient Landscapes, Fire Adapted 
Communities, and Safe and Effective Wildfire Response. (USFS 2014) 

Resilient Landscapes addresses the need for sustainable and resistant landscapes, specific to a 
local region’s environment, to aid in recovery from wildfires. In the National Cohesive Wildland 
Fire Management Strategy (April 2014), Landscape Classes are identified to help inform potential 
management options and/or policies to maintain fire prone landscaped areas that are specific to a 
particular region. Fire Adapted Communities would account for a community’s ability to prepare 
for, respond to, and recover from a wildfire. Safe and Effective Wildfire Response addresses 
enhancing wildfire response preparedness, while emphasizing structural protection and wildfire 
prevention. The National Strategy provides various actions and activities that can be implemented 
at the national, regional, and local levels to achieve reduced wildfire threats to landscapes, 
communities, the public, and emergency responders. 

All of Los Angeles County is within Landscape Class A, Urban Developed Built, which is 
identified to have a high percent of forested area, a moderate area burned (2002-2011), a 
moderate historical fire frequency, a moderate index of prescribed fire activity, a moderate 
federal ownership, a very high average of urban value, a low natural landscape percentage, and a 
moderate natural-mixed landscape percentage. 

State 
California Fire Code & California Building Code 
The California Fire Code (CFC), Chapter 9 of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations 
(CCR), was created by the California Building Standards Commission based on the International 
Fire code and is updated every three years. The overall purpose of the CFC is to establish the 
minimum requirements to safeguard the public health, safety, and general welfare from the 
hazards of fire, explosion, or dangerous conditions in new and existing buildings, structures, and 
premises, and to provide safety and assistance to firefighters and emergency responders during 
emergency operations. Chapter 49 of the CFC contains minimum standards for development in 
the wildland–urban interface and fire hazard areas. The CFC also provides regulations and 
guidance for local agencies in the development and enforcement of fire safety standards.  

Chapter 7A of the California Building Code (CBC) regulates building materials, systems, and/or 
assemblies used in the exterior design and construction of new buildings located within a 
wildland-urban interface fire area. This chapter establishes minimum standards for the protection 
of life and property by increasing the ability of a building located in any Fire Hazard Severity 
Zone within State Responsibility Areas or a wildland-urban interface fire area to resist the 
intrusion of flames or burning embers projected by a vegetation fire and contributes to a 
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systematic reduction in conflagration losses. New buildings located in such areas are required to 
comply with the ignition resistant construction standards outlined in Chapter 7A.  

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection  
The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) serves and safeguards the 
people and protects the property and resources of over 31 million acres of California's privately-
owned wildlands within the State Responsibility Area (SRA). CAL FIRE foresters and fire 
personnel work closely with other agencies to encourage and implement fuels management 
projects to reduce the threat of uncontrolled wildfires. CAL FIRE provides varied emergency 
services in 36 of the State's 58 counties via contracts with local governments. CAL FIRE’s Fire 
Prevention Program consists of multiple activities including wildland pre-fire engineering, 
vegetation management, fire planning, education, and law enforcement. Typical fire prevention 
projects include brush clearance, prescribed fire, defensible space inspections, emergency 
evacuation planning, fire prevention education, fire hazard severity mapping, and fire-related law 
enforcement activities. CAL FIRE's mission emphasizes the management and protection of 
California's natural resources; a goal that is accomplished through ongoing assessment and study 
of the state's natural resources and an extensive CAL FIRE Resource Management Program 
(FRAP). Fire Hazard Severity Zone map indicates the entirety of the Project site lies within a 
VHFHSZ in an LRA. Fire Hazard Severity Zones are defined per Government Code Sections 
51175 - 51189. 

Senate and Assembly Bills 
Senate Bill 209: Wildfire Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center  
Senate Bill 209 was approved by the Governor on October 2, 2019, establishing the Wildfire 
Forecast and Threat Intelligence Integration Center which is composed of representatives from 
specified state and other entities. This bill requires the center to serve as the state’s integrated 
central organizing hub for wildfire forecasting, weather information, and threat intelligence 
gathering, analysis, and dissemination and to coordinate wildfire threat intelligence and data 
sharing, as provided. The bill also requires the center to, among other things, develop a statewide 
wildfire forecast and threat intelligence strategy, as provided, and protect and safeguard sensitive 
information. 

Senate Bill 901 
The Budget Act of 2018 appropriated $99,376,000 to the Office of Emergency Services for the 
purposes of local assistance. Senate Bill (SB) 901, approved by the Governor on September 21, 
2018, revises the Budget Act of 2018, allowing for $25,000,000 of those appropriated funds to be 
applied to support activities directly related to regional response and readiness. Such activities 
related to regional response and readiness would include pre-deployment of Office of Emergency 
Services fire and rescue, and local government resources that are part of the California Fire and 
Rescue Mutual Aid System or additional resources upon the authority and approval of the Office 
of Emergency Services to meet the requirements for state resources called up for pre-disaster and 
disaster response. 
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Assembly Bill 1054 
Assembly Bill (AB) 1054, approved by the Governor on July 12, 2019, establishes the California 
Wildfire Safety Advisory Board, which consists of seven members appointed by the Governor, 
Speaker of the Assembly, and Senate Committee on Rules. The Board is required to advise and 
make recommendations related to wildfire safety to the Wildfire Safety Division, or on and after 
July 1, 2021, to the Office of Energy and Infrastructure Safety, which was established by AB 111 
or SB 111 of the 2019-20 Regular Session. 

Local 
Local Responsibility Area Maps 
Government Code 51175-51189 directs CAL FIRE to identify areas of very high fire hazard 
severity zones within an LRA. (Cal FIRE 2021b) These areas are referred to as VHFHSZ. 
VHFHSZs are based on data and models of potential fuels over a 30-50 year time horizon, their 
associated expected fire behavior, and expected burn probabilities, which are used to quantify the 
likelihood and nature of vegetation fire exposure to buildings. In late 2005, the California 
Building Commission adopted California Building Code Chapter 7A, which became effective in 
2008 and requires new buildings in VHFHSZs to use ignition resistant construction methods and 
materials. These new codes include provisions to improve the ignition resistance of buildings, 
especially from firebrands. VHFHSZs are used by building officials for new building permits in 
LRAs. The zones are also used to identify property whose owners must comply with natural 
hazards disclosure requirements at the time of property sale and 100-foot defensible space 
clearance requirements. The proposed Project area is located entire within a VHFHSZ within an 
LRA. 

City of Los Angeles Fire Department Strategic Plan 2018-2020: A Safer City 2.0 
A Safer City 2.0 (Los Angeles Fire Department 2018) has four areas of focus that align with the 
Mayor’s priority outcomes: A Safe City, A Well Run City Government, A Livable and 
Sustainable City, and A Prosperous City. Within these focus areas are five goals: Goal 1) Provide 
exceptional public safety and emergency service; Goal 2) Embrace a healthy, safe and productive 
work environment; Goal 3) Implement and capitalize on advanced technology; Goal 4) Enhance 
LAFD sustainability and community resilience; and Goal 5) Increase opportunities for personal 
growth and professional development. Each of these goals include a number of strategies aimed 
at providing communities and the public with fire protection, emergency medical services, 
preservation of life and property, and promoting public safety. 

City of Los Angeles Emergency Operations Plan: Brush Fire Hazard Specific 
Annex 
The Emergency Management Department (EMD) leads the City's effort in the development of 
citywide emergency plans, revises and distributes the Emergency Operations Master Plan and 
Master Procedures and Annexes and updates and disseminates guidelines for the emergency 
response and recovery plans. The department also reviews and tests departmental emergency 
plans to ensure City departments are ready to fulfill their respective emergency missions. The 
Brush Fire Hazard Specific Annex (City of Los Angeles 2018) was developed in cooperation and 
with input from the City departments with primary response/support activities, as well as input 
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from appropriate non-City agencies with identified activities related to brush fire emergencies, 
and is reviewed every other year. This Annex details the City’s responsibilities for response to 
brush fires. It identifies roles and responsibilities for appropriate departments, procedures for 
rapid notification to City departments and the public in the event of brush fire related 
emergencies, and ensures consistency with federal, state, county, and other local governments’ 
emergency response plans and operations. 

Los Angeles Municipal Code: Fire Code 
The City of Los Angeles Fire Code, Article 7, Chapter V of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
(LAMC), consists of the California Fire Code with Los Angeles–specific amendments that are 
further restrictive. The Fire Code establishes the minimum requirements consistent with 
nationally recognized good practices for providing a reasonable level of life safety and property 
protection for the hazards of fire, explosion, panic, or dangerous conditions in new and existing 
buildings, structures, or premises. The Fire Code also establishes requirements to provide a 
reasonable level of safety to firefighters and emergency responders during emergency operations. 

Section 57.322 states owners of property located within a VHFHSZ must maintain all native 
brush, weeds, grass, trees and hazardous vegetation within 200 feet of any structures/buildings 
and within 10 feet of any combustible fence or roadway/driveway used for vehicular travel. 
Maintenance requirements specify acceptable height and/or volume of grasses, brush, trees and 
shrubs, acceptable clearance distance requirements between vegetation and roofs and chimneys, 
and general tree maintenance. Dead trees, shrubs, undergrowth, palm fronds, and branches must 
be removed from the clearance zone. 

Section 57.503.1.4 requires an approved, posted fire lane whenever any portion of an exterior 
wall is more than 150 feet from the edge of a roadway. 

Specific regulations regarding fire prevention and protection are identified in Section 3.14, Public 
Services. 

City of Los Angeles Brush Clearance Ordinance  
California has seen an increase in frequency and size of wildfires, including historic brushfires in 
the City such as the La Tuna, Creek, and Skirball fires. Additionally, smaller brushfires have been 
accidentally started by well-intentioned residents performing brush clearance. On October 17, 
2018, Los Angeles City Council adopted Ordinance No. 185789. This Ordinance addresses 
Section 57.305.5.2 and 57.332.1, 57.322.1.1.10 and 57.322.1.1.10.1 and amended Section 
57.322.1.1 to Article 7, Chapter V of the LAMC. Through the Ordinance, the new and amended 
sections of the LAMC prohibit the use of certain metal cutting blades for brush clearance 
activities in VHFHSZs, and establish specific requirements, and penalties for violations for brush 
clearance activities. The applicable requirements (from each LAMC section) for brush clearing 
activities in the VHFHSZ are listed as project design features of this Project in Section 3.19.4 
below. 
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City of Los Angeles General Plan 
The City of Los Angeles General Plan Safety Element recognizes that most jurisdictions rely on 
emergency personnel (police, fire, gas, and water) to respond to and handle emergencies. The 
Safety Element of the City of Los Angeles General Plan sets forth specific policies and objectives 
related to safety. These policies and objectives emphasize hazard mitigation, emergency response, 
and disaster recovery.  

3.19.3 Significance Thresholds and Criteria 
The significance criteria used to evaluate the proposed Project impacts to wildfire are based on 
Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, the 
proposed Project would have a significant impact if it would: 

• Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. 
(Refer to Impact 3.19-1) 

• Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose proposed Project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. (Refer to Impact 3.19-2) 

• Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk 
or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment. (Refer to Impact 
3.19-3) 

• Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding 
or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. (Refer to 
Impact 3.19-4) 

The 2006 L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide does not include thresholds of significance pertaining to 
wildfire.  

3.19.4 Project Design Features  
The following Project Design Features (PDF) are applicable to the proposed Project as well as 
PDF-TRA-1: Construction Traffic Management Plan as described in Section 3.16, 
Transportation.  

PDF-WF-1: Fire Code. The Project Manager is responsible for compliance with 
applicable LAMC Fire Code Section 57 et seq. for construction sites on, adjacent to or in 
the immediate vicinity of a VHFHSZ as designated through LAMC Sections 57.4908.1.1 
through 57.4908.1.3 and identified on City maintained databases such as NavigateLA and 
Zone information and Map Access System (ZIMAS) (which maintain digitalized LA 
General Plan and zoning maps).  

PDF-WF-2: Open Flame. Pursuant to LAMC Section 57.4908.5 open flame is 
prohibited upon any road, street, or fire road with the VHFHSZ.  

PDF-WF-3: Smoking Prohibited. No smoking is allowed where conditions are such as 
to make smoking a hazard and in spaces where flammable or combustible materials are 
stored or handled per Section 310.2 of the California Fire Code. Further, it shall be 
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unlawful for any person to light, ignite or smoke any cigar, cigarette, tobacco in a pipe or 
other form of smoldering substance within the VHFHSZ compliant with LAMC Section 
57.4908.6. The Section also prohibits open flame upon any road, street, or fire road 
within the VHFHSZ.  

PDF-WF-4: Signage. No person, except one authorized and acting within the scope of 
his official duties, shall remove, deface, mar, mutilate, or change the position of any sign, 
installed by the Chief pursuant to this article, designating “CLOSED AREA,” “NO 
SMOKING,” “NO OPEN FIRES,” “RESTRICTED ENTRY,” or other sign or device 
installed to give warning and to regulate persons’ actions within the VHFHSZ as stated in 
Section 57.4908.9.1. 

PDF-WF-5: Brush Clearance Activities. Pursuant to Ordinance No. 185789 which 
added Sections 57.305.5.2, 57.305.5.2.1, 57.322.1.1.10 and 57.322.1.1.10.1, and 
amended Section 57.322.1.1 to Article 7, Chapter V of the LAMC, the applicable 
requirements for brush clearing activities in the VHFHSZ would apply including, but not 
limited to:  

• Use of metal cutting blades for grass or brush clearance shall be limited to those 
which are nonferrous/non-sparking.  

• Brush clearance cannot be done on red flag days, when fire weather conditions are at 
their peak.  

• Individuals engaged in brush clearance operations shall not engage in any other 
activities during their actual clearance of grass or brush.  

• Individuals engaged in grass or brush clearance operations shall use an appropriate 
extinguishing agent immediately to extinguish a fire.  

• All fires, regardless of size, shall be reported immediately via the 9-1-1 system to the 
Fire Department.  

• An approved fire extinguisher, or a pressurized garden hose with attached nozzle 
shall be within 10 feet of any grass or brush clearance operation, to quickly 
extinguish a small fire before it burns out of control.  

• Where a gasoline container is present at the site of the grass or brush clearance 
operation, a minimum 4A 60 BC dry chemical fire extinguisher shall be within 10 
feet of the brush clearance operation.  

• A cell phone capable of dialing 9-1-1 shall be charged and readily accessible to the 
grass or brush clearance operation.  

• A safety strap shall be used at all times for any tool or appliance with hot exhaust. 
Hot exhaust shall not come in contact with any brush, grass, flash fuels, or other 
flammable material. 
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3.19.5 Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
Emergency Response Plan  
Impact 3.19-1: Would the proposed Project substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

Construction 
The proposed Project area is located within an LRA VHFHSZ. As discussed in Section 3.9, 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials, the EMD and EOO maintains plans for the area which 
include information for the public about what to do if an emergency or disaster were to occur. 
The City’s All-Hazard Mitigation Plan, EOP, and Safety Element do not identify any specific 
evacuation areas or routes within the proposed Project area; therefore, construction activities 
within the proposed Project area would not interfere with an emergency evacuation plan. 
However, construction activities would require increased construction truck trips around the 
proposed Project area, which could cause delays along the local roadways. As such, and 
explained further in Section 3.16, Transportation, the additional truck traffic and slower moving 
construction vehicles on local roadways surrounding the proposed Project area, could interfere 
with emergency responder access if an emergency or disaster were to occur within the proposed 
Project or surrounding areas. The proposed Project would not require full road closures, but 
partial road closures would be required during implementation of offsite improvements, including 
restriping along Silver Lake Boulevard. In addition, work along Silver Lake Boulevard and work 
along the proposed Project edges for pathways and other improvements could impact sidewalks 
around the SLRC. Traffic control measures would be employed to re-route pedestrians during the 
temporary construction period. The proposed Project would require preparation of a Traffic 
Control Plan as outlined in PDF-TRA-1 (see Section 3.16, Transportation), which would be 
coordinated with the Los Angeles Department of Transportation, as necessary, as well as with 
emergency responders, which include fire departments, police departments, and ambulances that 
have jurisdiction within the proposed Project area. The proposed Project would not impair an 
emergency response plan or an evacuation plan, and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures:  
None Required 

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

Operation 
Once constructed, the proposed Project would be a public park facility. The proposed Project area 
would allow for emergency vehicle access throughout the SLRC, as walking paths and roads 
would be constructed to accommodate park maintenance and LADWP maintenance vehicles. In 
addition, with the removal of the perimeter fence, access to the Project site would be further 
improved. Operation and maintenance activities as outlined in Chapter 2, Project Description, 
would require a total of approximately 5 new full-time staff daily. These new staff would perform 
routine operation and maintenance activities, horticulture maintenance and water management, 
and security. Although visitorship to the proposed Project area would be expected to increase, 
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operational activities and park visitors would not impact surrounding rights-of-ways or impair an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. In addition, the proposed 
Project would not include new residential units and would not induce population growth. 
Nevertheless, the proposed Project would include preparation the Operations and Maintenance as 
outlined in Section 2.7.1, Operations and Maintenance Plans that would ensure that the new 
development within the SLRC is consistent with RAP and LAFD evacuation readiness protocols 
for City parks. Operation and maintenance activities within the proposed Project area would be 
similar to current conditions respective to emergency response and evacuation. Except for a small 
number of daily vehicle trips for new workers and security personnel traveling on roadways to the 
proposed Project area, no operation or maintenance activities would occur within surrounding 
rights-of-way. The anticipated increases to park visitors would not impact surrounding rights-of-
way or impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Impacts would 
be considered less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures:  
None Required 

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

Exposure to Pollutant Concentrations 
Impact 3.19-2: Would the proposed Project, due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors; exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose Project occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

Construction 
The proposed Project site is located within an LRA VHFHSZ. During proposed Project 
construction, the operation of construction equipment and vehicles and use of combustible 
materials such as diesel fuel could pose a wildfire risk to people and property with possible 
ignition sources such as internal combustion engines, gasoline-powered tools, and equipment that 
could produce a spark, fire, or flame. The use of spark-producing construction machinery could 
expose proposed Project workers and contractors to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire 
resulting in a potentially significant impact. However, all personnel within the proposed Project 
area would have to comply with PRC Sections 4427, 4428, 4431, and 4442, regulations relating 
to the handling of combustible fuels and equipment that can exacerbate fire risks. During 
construction, adherence to existing State and local fire hazard regulations would ensure that any 
risk to exacerbate wildfire would be reduced. Additionally, all construction activities and crews 
must comply with fire protection and prevention requirements specified by the CCR and 
Cal/OSHA. This includes various measures such as easy accessibility of firefighting equipment, 
proper storage of combustible liquids, no smoking in service and refueling areas, and worker 
training for firefighter extinguisher use. 

The risk of construction-based ignition events could also be exacerbated by Santa Ana winds, 
which are known to occur in the proposed Project area. The proposed Project would comply with 
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State and local regulations and would adhere to PDF-WF-1 through PDF-WF-5. Impacts would 
be considered less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures:   
None Required 

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

Operation 
Once operational, the proposed Project would pose little risk to exacerbate wildfire, even during 
Santa Ana wind events, since the proposed Project would include routine operations and 
maintenance such as routine cleaning and maintenance of park spaces and park facilities, clearing 
paths and walkways, trash removal, and cleaning of park facilities such as the proposed Education 
Center, Multi-Purpose Facility, and restrooms, as well as horticulture maintenance and water 
maintenance. Operation-related activities could involve a limited number of maintenance trucks 
for inspections and material delivery, and new staff vehicles. These trucks and personal vehicles 
would be limited to established access roads and parking lots, which have a low potential of 
producing sparks, fire, or flame, that could result in uncontrolled spread of wildfire. The majority 
of the proposed Project area would include the existing reservoirs, which would pose little risk to 
exacerbate wildfire. Future planned vegetation within the Project site and the proposed Meadow 
park zone would be irrigated with water pumped from the reservoirs, which would reduce overall 
fire hazard. Although the proposed Project would increase visitors to the site, the Project site 
would be located in an urbanized area which would limit the potential for wildland fire hazards. 
Furthermore, following the City guidelines and PDF-WF-1 through PDF-WF-5, the risk of 
exposure to the occupants to the pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire would be reduced. Additionally, the Project, consistent with existing City 
Fire Code and other fire safety requirements, would include smoke/fire alarms in the proposed 
Education Center, fully sprinklered indoor spaces, and irrigated landscaped areas with native 
vegetation, which would serve to reduce potential hazards related to wildland fires. Furthermore, 
an Operations and Maintenance Plan would be prepared by the City with guidance from RAP. 
The Operations and Maintenance Plan would include a Brush Clearance Plan which would reduce 
wildfire risk. The Brush Clearance Plan would be prepared in coordination with the Fire 
Department to reduce potential fuel on the Project site as described in Section 2.7.1, Operations 
and Maintenance Plans. Because of the urbanized nature of the surrounding development and 
implementation of the provisions of the LAMC and other recommendations of the LAFD during 
the design process, the Project would not expose people or structures to a significant risk 
involving wildland fires. Impacts regarding pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire would be less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures:  
None Required 

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 
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Infrastructure that Exacerbates Wildfire Risk 
Impact 3.19-3: Would the proposed Project require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines 
or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

Construction 
The proposed Project would include the construction of proposed park zones within the SLRC, 
along with associated structures and buildings as discussed in Chapter 2, Project Description. The 
potential to exacerbate wildfire risk would be limited to construction and maintenance activities, 
during which all personnel would be required to comply with the regulations and policies 
discussed above for Impact 3.19-2, to limit potential for wildfire. The use of construction 
equipment would adhere to CCR Title 24, the CBC, and City of Los Angeles Safety Element 
discussed above in Section 3.19.2. These regulations and policies provide guidance on proper 
operation of diesel-fueled construction equipment that could exacerbate wildfire and proper 
safety equipment to extinguish a fire should one become present during construction. Adherence 
to applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations would reduce construction impacts to a 
less than significant level. 

Mitigation Measures: 
None Required 

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

Operation 
Once operational, the proposed Project would include a redesigned SLRC with expanded 
community park amenities and would largely resemble existing conditions for wildfire risk. The 
proposed Project would not require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure 
(such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, or power lines) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment. Although 
underground utilities would be installed for the proposed park zones, once in place, concrete 
foundations would be placed on top to allow for mobility/pedestrian access. The Project would be 
located in an urban area with a full network of streets and infrastructure; therefore, utilities would 
connect with existing infrastructure.  

The proposed Project would promote a more natural condition including areas where native 
habitat would be encouraged and increased slopes that can exacerbate fire hazards conditions. 
These vegetated areas could become overgrown and pose some additional fire risk if not 
maintained properly. The Operations and Maintenance Plan would include a Brush Clearance 
Plan which would reduce wildfire risk. The Brush Clearance Plan would be prepared in 
coordination with the Fire Department to reduce potential fuel on the Project site. Because of the 
urbanized nature of the surrounding development and implementation of the provisions of the 
LAMC, Brush Clearance Plan, and other recommendations of the LAFD during the design 
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process, the Project would not expose people or structures to a significant risk involving wildland 
fires. Impacts would be less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: 
None Required 

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

Post-Fire Slope or Drainage 
Impact 3.19-4: Would the proposed Project expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire 
slope instability, or drainage changes? 

Construction 
Site alteration through movement of substantial quantities of soil and earth materials could result 
in landslides as a result of runoff or drainage changes during construction. As discussed in 
Section 3.7, Geology, Soils and Mineral Resources, given that the size of the proposed Project 
exceeds one acre, the proposed Project would be required to comply with the NPDES General 
Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Runoff Associated with Construction and Land 
Disturbance Activities (Order 2009-0009-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000002; as amended by Orders 
2010-0014-DWQ and 2012-006-DWQ) (Construction General Permit) and local stormwater 
ordinances. These state and local requirements were developed to ensure that erosion is controlled 
on construction sites. The Construction General Permit requires preparation and implementation 
of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), which requires applications of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) to control run-on and run-off from construction work sites. The 
BMPs would include, but would not be limited to, physical barriers to prevent erosion and 
sedimentation, construction of sedimentation basins, limitations on work periods during storm 
events, use of infiltration swales, protection of stockpiled materials, and a variety of other 
measures that would substantially reduce or prevent erosion from occurring during construction. 
In the event that a wildland fire is followed by a rain event, and results in downstream flooding or 
landslides as a result of post-fire runoff, the BMP measures required to be implemented under the 
SWPPP would reduce the risk of runoff, post-fire slope instability, and drainage changes. The 
proposed Project would comply with the existing laws such as those in LAMC Fire Code Section 
57 et seq. mentioned in PDF-WF-1 through PDF-WF-5, for construction sites. Impacts would be 
considered less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: 
None Required  

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

Operation 
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Once constructed, the proposed Project area would continue to operate similar to existing 
conditions along the South Valley and would increase areas of public access throughout the rest 
of the proposed Project area with public park amenities. The Project site would be improved with 
structures, hardscape, wetland habitats, topographical variability, and landscaping. Operation of 
the Project could result in a limited degree of soil erosion from vegetated areas. Nonerosive 
drainage features such as infiltration gardens, swales, and biofiltration planting would be 
implemented, and maintenance of these structures would be conducted over the operational life of 
the Project in accordance with the City’s Low Impact Development (LID) Ordinance. Although 
the proposed Project includes sloped features, the proposed Project would be designed in 
accordance with the recommendations of a site-specific geotechnical investigation as required by 
the CBC. The new topography would be modest and localized within the park. The modifications 
would not alter the SLRC’s southerly drainage direction or erosion potential. As noted in the 
Project Description, the Project would contour the site to increase stormwater capture and reduce 
runoff from the SLRC compared to existing conditions, consistent with MS4 NPDES permit 
requirements. Therefore, through compliance with applicable regulatory requirements and 
geotechnical design recommendations, the proposed Project would not result in run-off, post-fire 
slope instability, or drainage changes as a result of potential wildland fire. As a result, impacts 
would be considered less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: 
None Required  

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

Cumulative Impact 
Impact 3.19-5: Would the proposed Project construction and operation, when considered 
with related projects in the geographic scope, result in a cumulatively impact to wildfire? 

A significant cumulative impact associated with wildfire would result if the Project would 
contribute to cumulative impacts related to impairment of an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan; exacerbate wildfire risks of, and thereby expose project occupants to, 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire; installation or 
maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines, or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts on the environment; or expose people or structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, 
or drainage changes. As discussed in Section 3.19, Wildfire, the City’s All-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, EOP, and Safety Element do not identify any specific evacuation areas or routes within the 
proposed Project area; therefore, the proposed Project would not impair an emergency response 
plan or an evacuation plan. Furthermore, it was concluded that the proposed Project would not 
exacerbate wildfire risks; require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure that 
may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts on the environment; 
or expose people or structures to significant risks, as a result of runoff, evacuation routes, post-
fire slope instability, or drainage changes. Similar to the proposed Project, the Thirteen related 
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projects that are planned or under construction in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site would 
be required to comply with PRC Sections 4427, 4428, 4431, and 4442, regulations relating to the 
handling of combustible fuels and equipment that can exacerbate fire risks and use of 
construction equipment would adhere to CCR Title 24, the CBC, City of Los Angeles Safety 
Element, and existing laws such as those in LAMC Fire Code Section 57 et seq.. As such, the 
Project’s contribution to cumulative impacts would not be cumulatively considerable. 

Mitigation Measures: 
None Required 

Significance Determination:  
Less than Significant Impact 

3.19.6 Summary of Impacts 
Table 3.19-1 summarizes the impact significance determinations and lists mitigation measures 
related to Wildfire. 

TABLE 3.19-1 
 SUMMARY OF PROPOSED PROJECT IMPACTS REGARDING WILDFIRE 

Impact Mitigation Measure Significance 

3.19-1: Emergency Response Plan   None Required LTS 

3.19-2: Exposure to Pollutant Concentrations  None Required LTS 

3.19-3: Infrastructure that Exacerbates Wildfire Risk None Required LTS 

3.19-4: Post-Fire Slope or Drainage None Required LTS 

3.19-5: Cumulative None Required LTS 

NOTES: 
NI = No Impact, no mitigation proposed 
LTS = Less than Significant, no mitigation proposed 
LTSM = Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated 
SU = Significant and Unavoidable 
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