PUBLIC COMMENTS AND RESPONSES
Document Circulation
The IS/EA was originally made available for review by the general public, government
agencies, and other interested parties for 30 days from September 12, 2013 to October 11,
2013. Due to the level of interest and requests for a public hearing, the comment period was
extended to November 7, 2013. Copies of the IS/EA were available at the following locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering website: http://eng.lacity.org/techdocs/emg
Caltrans website: http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist7/resources/envdocs/
Atwater Village Library at 3379 Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles
Silver Lake Library at 2411 Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles
Edendale Branch Library at 2011 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles
Los Feliz Library at 1874 Hillhurst Avenue, Los Angeles
Silver Lake Recreation Center at 1850 West Silver Lake Drive
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering at 1149 South Broadway, Suite 750, Los
Angeles
Caltrans District 7 at 100 South Main Street, Los Angeles

•

A community meeting was conducted on September 25, 2013 at Friendship Auditorium,
3201 Riverside Drive, Los Angeles. Following substantial comments from the community
and requests for a public hearing, the City held a hearing on October 28, 2013 to provide a
forum for comments regarding the proposed project.
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1.1 Public Comments
Public comments were collected on comment cards during the September 25, 2013
community meeting and October 28, 2013 public hearing. During these two meetings, 46
individual commenters submitted 173 written comments regarding the proposed project.
Common topics included traffic safety/vehicle speed reduction, provision of bike lanes on
Hyperion, and enhancement of pedestrian facilities. (See Table 1.)
Table 1: Distribution of Comments on Comment Cards
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Comment Summary
Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
Non-specific approval
Non-specific disapproval
This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
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27
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19
2
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TRANSMITTAL 2

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
20
22
23
24
25

Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans
Safety Policy
Enhance safety for everyone
There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
Preserve the historic bridge design
There should be wider sidewalks
Address traffic congestion
Consider proposed alternative designs
Provide accessibility to LA River
Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash
barrier
Provide security measures for pedestrian bridge
On-demand traffic light at I-5 exit
What is the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?

10
25
8
2
3
15
4
5
1
2
1
3
4
1

During the October 28, 2013 hearing, 63 individual commenters made 219 comments, which
were documented within the hearing transcript. Common topics addressed vehicle speed
reduction, provision of bicycle lanes, safety, and consistency with plans and policies. (See
Table 2.)
Table 2: Distribution of Comments in October 28, 2013 Hearing Transcript
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
16
17
20
23
26
27
28
29
30
31

Comment Summary
Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
Non-specific approval
Non-specific disapproval
This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans
Safety Policy
Enhance safety for everyone
There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduced traffic lanes
There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
Preserve the historic bridge design
There should be wider sidewalks
Consider proposed alternative designs
Provide accessibility to LA River
Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash
barrier
On-demand traffic light at I-5 exit
Keep the median barriers in the plan
Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction
Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge
Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes
Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
Implement noise mitigation during construction.

GLENDALE BOULEVARD – HYPERION AVENUE
COMPLEX OF BRIDGES IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

No. of
Individuals
24
44
8
10
6
8
17
1
26
29
5
2
3
15
1
3
3
1
2
7
1
1
1
1
MARCH2015

2

During circulation of the IS/EA, 14 individual commenters (other than public officials) made
93 comments in letters mailed to Caltrans. Common topics concerned vehicle speed
reduction, provision of bicycle lanes, the lack of pedestrian-friendly design, inconsistency
with plans and policies, and safety. (See Table 3.)
Table 3: Distribution of Comments in Letters
No.
1
2
3
4
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
19

20
21
35

36
37

38
39

Comment Summary
Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
Non-specific approval
This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans
Safety Policy
Enhance safety for everyone
There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
Preserve the historic bridge design
There should be wider sidewalks
Address traffic congestion
Consider proposed alternative designs
Provide accessibility to LA River
Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated
Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration
basin
Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash
barrier
We would like to participate in advisory board
Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and/or
FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and
handicapped
Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at
east end of bridge complex
Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles cannot certify the IS/EA if a fair
argument can be made that the project will create significant impacts for
bicyclists
A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
Review flood maps

No. of
Individuals
9
11
5
4
2
9
1
9
11
2
1
1
8
1
5
1
1

1
1
5
2
1
1
1

During the IS/EA comment period, 285 individual commenters made 1,785 comments through
e-mail to Caltrans. The majority of comments concerned vehicle speed reduction, provision
of bicycle lanes, addition of a full-width crosswalk, elimination of the median/railing
barriers, consistency with plans and policies, safety, size reduction of traffic lanes, and
increased sidewalk size. (See Table 4.)
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Table 4: Distribution of Comments from E-mail
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
20
22
31

Comment Summary
Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
Non-specific approval
Non-specific disapproval
This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans
Safety Policy
Enhance safety for everyone
There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
Preserve the historic bridge design
There should be wider sidewalks
Address traffic congestion
Consider proposed alternative designs
Provide accessibility to LA River
Provide a public hearing
Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash
barrier
Provide security measures for pedestrian bridge
Implement noise mitigation during construction

No. of
Individuals
185
231
172
168
13
25
85
9
171
206
171
129
6
179
13
7
9
4
2
1
1

1.2 Response to Public Comments
The comments summarized in the tables in Section 1 have been grouped into categories for
efficiency in responding. Responses are contained in Tables 5 through 7 below.
1.2.1 Response to Public Comments on the Environmental Document
Of the more than 300 comments received, only two were related to the environmental
analysis. The responses to these are provided in Table 5 below.
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Table 5 Comment Category: Environmental Analysis
No.

31

37

1.2.2

Comment Summaries and Responses

No. of
individuals

Comment: Provide noise mitigation during construction.
Response: Section 2.11.3.1 of the Environmental Document discusses
construction noise and its impacts. Contract specifications would include
certain practices that would reduce exposure of sensitive receivers
(residences, schools, etc.) to construction noise. These include requiring
construction equipment to have noise-suppressing devices and requiring
noise controls such as placement of noise barriers, use of low-noisegenerating equipment, maintenance of mufflers and ancillary noiseabatement equipment, scheduling of high-noise-producing activities during
periods that are least sensitive, routing of construction-related truck traffic
away from noise-sensitive areas, and reduction of construction vehicle
speeds. In cases in which evening or nighttime construction is necessary,
the Board of Police Commissioners would grant a variance which would
impose conditions on the work to protect nearby residents from noise
impacts.
The construction project may last three years, but noise exposures will
vary from place to place and with construction phases. Additionally, a
contact name and telephone number will be provided should someone have
a question or concern during construction.
Comment: Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles cannot certify the IS/EA
if a fair argument can be made that the project will create significant
impacts for bicyclists
Response: The argument that a significant impact would result from a
project must be based on substantial evidence. As explained above, the
absence of additional facilities desired by the commenter in a proposed
project does not constitute substantial evidence of an environmental impact
of that project. Note: this comment is also included below in the category
“Add bike lanes” [Table 4.6-6(c)] under the heading “Response to
comments not related to the environmental analysis.”

1

1

Response to Public Comments Not Related to the Environmental Analysis

The vast majority of comments expressed a desire for additional bicycle and pedestrian facilities
and for traffic calming/safety-improvement measures on Hyperion Avenue that were not
included in the proposed project. The absence of the requested additional facilities and measures
in the project plans is not an environmental impact of the project. Nevertheless, due to the
volume of such requests, the City has agreed to add bicycle lanes 1 to the roadway of the
Hyperion Avenue Bridge by means of striping and symbols painted on the paved roadway. The
addition of bicycle lanes will not involve any change to any of the historic features of the bridge
1

Bicycle facilities are defined in the City’s 2010 Bicycle Plan, a component of the Transportation Element of the General Plan. A “bicycle
lane”(aka “bike lane”) is defined as “a striped lane for one-way bicycle travel on a street or highway.” Caltrans refers to this facility as a
“Class II bikeway.” Striping, other pavement markings, and signage on City bike lanes follow the Caltrans Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.
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nor affect those features in any way. The bridge will not be widened. The approaches will not be
widened. The space for the bike lanes will be accommodated by adjusting the width (or possibly
the number) of the traffic lanes and/or adjusting the width of the median of the roadway. The
environmental assessment (Sec. 1.3) describes the proposed roadway of the bridge as having two
12-foot lanes, two 14-foot lanes, a 7-foot median and a 7-8-foot sidewalk along most of the
bridge length, all narrowing under the Waverly Drive Bridge. For the design option, various
configurations are being considered; no decision has been made on which configuration to adopt.
One preliminary, possible configuration could include 5-foot bike lanes, 11-foot traffic lanes, a
5-foot sidewalk and a 4-foot median for most of the bridge length, all narrowing under the
Waverly Drive Bridge. Attached are three possible configurations under consideration; other
configurations may also be considered.
While the exact configuration has not yet been decided (the city is collaborating with a citizens’
advisory committee to develop the final configuration), the City has committed to including the
bike lanes without any widening of the bridge or changes to the barriers. No change to any
historic features would be required under any configuration. The inclusion of bike lanes will not
affect the ability of Caltrans to comply with any of the stipulations agreed to by Caltrans and the
SHPO in the executed memorandum of agreement (MOA), prepared in compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, for this project.
The addition of bike lanes will not require widening or other structural changes to the bridge or
the approaches. The addition of the bike lanes will not require additional safety features that
could affect the historic integrity of the bridge or the stipulations of the MOA.
The following language has been added to Sec. 1.3 to explain this addition:
In response to public input received during the review period, bike lanes (Caltrans
class II bikeways), created by re-striping the roadway on the Hyperion Avenue
Viaduct (without widening the Hyperion bridge or altering any historic characterdefining elements) have been added to the Proposed Action as a design option.
To involve the community in addressing the primary requests expressed in the public comments,
the City formed a citizens’ advisory committee. The City will conduct traffic studies to inform
the evaluation of various options for improving facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists
and will work with the committee to develop the final design. The committee met on December
12, 2013 and January 23, 2014.
Tables 6(a-c) below group the comments described in Section 1 above into categories with
responses applicable to each category as a whole.
Table 6(a): Comment Category – Enhance Pedestrian Facilities
No.
3
7
12

Comment Summaries and Responses
Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
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There should be wider sidewalks
207
Security measures for pedestrian bridge
2
What is the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
4
Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
1
Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge
1
Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
1
Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at
2
36
east end of bridge complex
Response: The project as proposed does not cause significant environmental impacts related to
pedestrian facilities. Nevertheless, to address the concerns raised by the community, a citizens’
advisory committee has been formed to provide input to the City regarding design options for
enhancements to the project. The City will conduct traffic and other studies to provide a basis for
assessing the feasibility and effectiveness of various design options for pedestrian enhancements,
including but not limited to crosswalk improvements at the Atwater Village end of the viaduct
complex, improved sidewalks, etc., to be considered by the committee and the City.
14
22
24
25
28
30

Table 6(b): Comment Category – Make the Road Safer (Slow the Traffic)
No.

Comment Summaries and Responses

No. of
individuals

1
4
11

Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
231
Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
183
There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
182
Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash
20
7
barrier
26
Keep the median barriers in the plan
4
27
Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction
5
Response: The project as proposed does not accommodate an increase in traffic speed or cause
significant environmental impacts to traffic safety. Due to the concerns raised by the community
regarding speed and other safety issues, the citizens’ advisory committee described above has
been formed to provide input to the City regarding design options for the project. The City will
conduct traffic and other studies to provide a basis for assessing the feasibility and effectiveness
of various design options for traffic calming and/or other roadway safety improvements to be
considered by the committee and the City.

Table 6(c): Comment Category – Add Bike Lanes on Hyperion
No.
2
9
29
37

Comment Summaries and Responses
Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue
Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans
Complete Streets Policy
Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes
Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles cannot certify the IS/EA if a fair
argument can be made that the project will create significant impacts for
bicyclists
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Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and/or
FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and
5
handicapped
38 A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
2
Response: As explained in Ch. 2.1.2.2 of the IS/EA, the project as proposed is not inconsistent
with the 2010 Bicycle Plan because the plan is intended to be implemented in 5-year increments
over a 35-year period, with the Hyperion bike lane not included in the current 5-year programming
plan for feasibility studies. Caltrans’ Complete Streets Policy does not govern local streets. While
not specifically discussed in the IS/EA, the project as proposed is consistent with FHWA’s
Routine Accommodation Policy because it includes safety improvements for pedestrians and the
handicapped and includes shoulders intended to enhance bicycle safety on both Hyperion and
Glendale boulevards as well as other bicycle facility improvements. Nevertheless, the City has
now committed to installing bike lanes on the Hyperion Avenue Viaduct as part of this project. A
citizens’ advisory committee has been formed to provide input to the City regarding design options
to accommodate the bike lanes in the Hyperion Viaduct roadway. The City will conduct traffic and
other studies to assist in the development of design options that include bike lanes while
accommodating other uses (pedestrians and motorists) as well.
35

1.2.3 Response to Miscellaneous Comments
Table 7 below contains comments not related to the environmental analysis or the topics
discussed above, and responses thereto.
Table 7: Comment Category – Miscellaneous
No.
5
6
8

13

15

16

Comment Summaries and Responses
Comment: Non-specific approval
Response: The comment is acknowledged.
Comment: Non-specific disapproval
Response: The comment is acknowledged.
Comment: Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
Response: The comment is acknowledged, but bike lanes will be added to
Hyperion in response to other comments.
Comment: Preserve the historic bridge design
Response: Historic preservation of the bridges is an integral part of the
project, as described in Section 1.3.1 and the Memorandum of Agreement
between the State Historic Preservation Officer and Caltrans.
Comment: Address traffic congestion
Response: Traffic counts did not indicate unacceptable levels of service.
(Chapter 2.4) The project will not increase capacity and is not anticipated
to attract additional traffic. Traffic on both northbound and southbound
Glendale Boulevard bridges is anticipated to decrease.
Comment: Consider proposed alternative designs
Response: Design options are being considered, with input from a
citizens’ advisory committee, to address concerns expressed by the
community.
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17

18

19

21

Comment: Provide accessibility to LA River
Response: A new access ramp to the Los Angeles River Bike Path and
pedestrian bridge is included.
Comment: Provide a public hearing
Response: A public hearing was held on October 28, 2013 in response to
public requests.
Comment: Review related projects, specifically L A River Ecosystem
Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the
detention/infiltration basin
Response: A review of the USACE’s L A River Ecosystem Restoration
Integrated Feasibility Study, which was not available when the IS/EA was
prepared, was subsequently conducted. No impact to the proposed
detention/infiltration basin was found. Additionally, the City participated
in the USACE study and coordinates with the USACE on development
plans related to the L. A. River (including the proposed project) to ensure
that any potential conflicts are averted or resolved.
Comment: We would like to participate in advisory board
Response: A citizens’ advisory committee was formed. Participants were
selected by the council district offices to represent the diverse interests of
the community.

14

4

1

1

1.3 Agency Comments and Responses
A Notice of Availability (NOA) was distributed to public agencies
agencies during
during circulation
circulation of
of the
the
IS/EA. Three
three comment
are
comment letters
letters were
were received
received from
frompublic
publicagencies.
agencies. (See Table
Table 8.)
8). They are
and
summarized
below.
reproduced in Appendix F-6
6 and
summarized
below.
Table 8: Distribution of Agency Comments
No.
2
5
9
10
32
33
34
39

Comment Category
Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
Non-specific approval
Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety
Policy
Enhance safety for everyone
Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe
alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
Review flood maps
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1.3.1 Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
The following summarizes the comments made by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority LACMTA (Metro) for the proposed project:
•

Support potential opportunity to include a bikeway facility.
Response: This support is noted. Bikeway facilities are included in the project.

•

Project should comply with Caltrans' Complete Streets Policy.
Response: Caltrans complies with its Complete Streets Policy.

•

Safe alternative routing for bicycles and pedestrians, including signage, should be
implemented during construction.
Response: Safe alternative routing for bicycles and pedestrians, including
signage during construction, will follow all applicable guidelines, regulations, and
other standard specifications, including MUTCD, AASHTO, WATCH, Bureau of
Engineering special orders, etc. Traffic management during construction is
discussed in Section 2.4.1.

•

Existing Metro bus stops must be maintained during operation.
Response: As explained in Section 2.4.2.4, there are no Metro bus stops in the
project construction area.

•

During construction, bus stops must be maintained or relocated consistent with the needs
of Metro Bus Operations.
Response: As explained in Section 2.4.2.4, there are no Metro bus stops in the
project construction area.

•

Installation of bus shelters, benches, and other amenities should be considered as part of the
proposed project.
Response: As explained in Section 2.4.2.4, there are no Metro bus stops in the
project area. Therefore, bus shelters, benches and other amenities will not be included
in the project.

•

Bus stops and sidewalks must be Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant.
Response: As explained in Section 2.4.2.4, there are no Metro bus stops in the
project construction area. As discussed in Section 2.4.1, sidewalks will be compliant
with ADA.
1.3.2 County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works requested that Table 1-3 be revised to
say, “For any improvements within the Los Angeles County Flood Control District
(LACFCD) right-of-way, a Use Agreement will be required if there is no existing easement
permitting the work. In addition to this agreement, a responsible party must also be identified
for the long term maintenance of such facilities.”
Response: This requirement is acknowledged and will be complied with.
1.3.3 Federal Emergency Management Agency
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency
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(FEMA) noted that the City of Los Angeles is a participant in the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) and therefore must follow the NFIP floodplain management building
requirements in 44 CFR §§59 through 65. These requirements are summarized as follows:
•

All structures within a riverine floodplain must be elevated so that their lowest levels are at or
above the base flood elevation, as determined from the effective flood insurance rate map
(FIRM).
Response: As explained in Section 2.8.3.2, the base flood is contained within the
river channel and the project will not encroach upon the base floodplain.

•

The project may not increase base flood elevation levels.
Response: As explained in Section 2.8.3.2, the project will not increase base flood
elevation levels.

•

Special requirements apply to structures in coastal high hazard areas.
Response: The project is not located in a coastal high hazard area.

•

If the project results in changes to a special flood hazard area, appropriate data must be
submitted to FEMA so that the agency can revise the FIRM.
Response: The project is not located in a special flood hazard area.
1.4 Public Official Comments
During the comment period of the IS/EA circulation, 3 public officials made 13 comments
through letters to Caltrans. The comments included the provision of bicycle lanes,
elimination of median/railing barriers, the lack of pedestrian-friendly design, and safety. (See
Table 4.6-9.) The letters are reproduced below Table 4.6-9. Responses are included in various
tables above.
Table 9: Distribution of Public Official Comments
No.
1
2
4
7
9
10
11
16
36

Comment Category
Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety
Policy
Enhance safety for everyone
There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
Consider proposed alternative designs
Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east
end of bridge complex
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Appendix 1

September 25, 2013 Community Meeting Comment Cards
APPENDIX F-1: September 25, 2013 Community Meeting Comment Cards

COMMENT CARD DATABASE
1) Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
2) Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
3) Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
4) Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
5) Non-specific approval
6) Non-specific disapproval
7) This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
8) Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
9) Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety Policy
10) Enhance safety for everyone
11) There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
12) There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
13) Preserve the historic bridge design
14) There should be wider sidewalks
15) Address traffic congestion
16) Consider proposed alternative designs
17) Provide accessibility to LA River
18) Provide a public hearing
19) Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park
20) Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash barrier
21) We would like to participate in advisory board
22) Security Measures for Pedestrian Bridge
23) On demand traffic light at I-5 exit
24) What are the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
25) Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
26) Keep the median barriers in the plan.
27) Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction.
28) Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge.
29) Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes.
30) Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
31) Provide noise mitigation during construction.
32) Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
33) Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
34) Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
35) Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and handicapped
36) Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east end of bridge complex
37) Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
38) A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
39) Review flood maps
No.

Surname

First Name

Email Address

Meeting
Date

ZIP Code

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

Torbenson

Matthew

matthewtorbenson@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90026

2

Lai

Gary

ganddylai@yahoo.com

9/25/2013

90039

X

X
X

3

Chen (Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.)

Dennis

dennis.chen@lacity.org

9/25/2013

90027

X

X

4

Sorkin

Nina

nina.sorkin@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

5

Van Ammers

Ronald

ronaldpvanammers@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

X

6

Kerr

Douglas

dougkerr@pacbell.net

9/25/2013

Not available

X

7

Edwardson

Diane

Not available

9/25/2013

90039

8

Wolf

Glenn

gkwolf53@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

9

Fong Choy

M.

msf0610@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

10

Taylor (Save the LA River)

Tony

indecipherable

9/25/2013

91606

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X
X

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

11

Smith

Pat

patlsmith@pacbell.net

9/25/2013

90027

X

X

X

12

Murphy

Deborah

losangeleswalks@gmail.com

13

Arnold

Margaret

arroyosj@yahoo.com

9/25/2013

90039

X

X

X

Not available

Not available

14

Ward (emailed also)

Don

Not available

9/25/2013

90027

15

Lombarri (Atwater Village NC)

Sergio

sergio@atwatervillage.org

9/25/2013

Not available

16

Dietlin

Terese

tdietlin@sbcglobal.net

9/25/2013

90039

17

Knapp

Karen

knapptime@att.net

9/25/2013

90039

18

Stevenson

Jason

Not available

9/25/2013

90039

19

Mooney (emailed also)

Matthew

matthew.mooney.53@my.csun.edu

9/25/2013

90026

20

Duce (emailed also)

Dave

dave_duce@hotmail.com

9/25/2013

90027

21

Keene

Dennis

Not available

9/25/2013

90039

22

Wildman

Bob

yewrox1@aol.com

10/28/2013

90039

23

Byers

Christina

byerskj@mattel.com

10/28/2013

90039

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

24

Hagen

Erik

mail@erikhagen.com

10/28/2013

90026

25

Safonov

Alexander

skramble73@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90029

26

Klipp

Luke

lukeklipp@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90027

27

Forth

Sarah

sforth@igc.com

10/28/2013

Not available

X

28

Estrada

Diane

d.sofly@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90027

X

X

29

Herrera

Troy

Not available

10/28/2013

90029

X

X

30

Garza

Angelica

garzapi@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90065

X

X

31

Jojola

Eric

jojola@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90047

X

X

32

Safonov

Peter

psafonov@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90212

33

Savage

Kathryn

Not available

10/28/2013

Not available

X

X

34

Salazar

Kevin

kevin_salazar28@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90039

X

X

35

Edewards

Jonathan

Not available

10/28/2013

91101

X

X

X

36

Not available

Winneteaux

winneteaux@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90029

X

37

Pascal

Marino

mpascal@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90065

X

X

38

Miller

Blair

blairmiller1@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

91104

39

Ward (emailed also)

Don

roadblock@midnightrideazz.com

10/28/2013

90027

40

Sisco

Cody

gfcody@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

41

Olivas

Reuben

olivas99@hotmail.com

10/28/2013

90039

X

42

Ruvalcaba

Jessica

ruvalcabajc@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90019

X

43

Issacs

Steve

steveissacs@me.com

10/28/2013

90028

X

44

Smith

Pat

patlsmith@pacbell.net

10/28/2013

90027

45

Lante

Alexis

alexislante@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

X

X

46

Caswell

Marc

marcacaswell@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

X

X

47

Koch

Leslie

lesliekoch56@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

48

Buehning

Eamon

eamonbing@hotmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

49

Murphy

Deborah

losangeleswalks@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM M ENT CARD
Date:
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca .gov. or by mail to:
Tarrii Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion COlmplex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMME ,N T CARD

..

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100

Name:
Email:

South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM 'M ENT CARD
Date:

~b6i/3

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to :
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
Califo rnia Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM M ENT CARD

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11, 2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100

Name:

Email:

South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM M ENT CARD

l2S 113

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11 , 2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 Soyth Main St. , Los A'1geles, CA 90012
Name:
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM M ENT CARD
Date:
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami .Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of iE nvironmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100

Name:

South Main St., Los Angeles , CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM,MENT CARD

9 _1 5
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Date: _-=--------'--~
_ _ _ _ __
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October

11,2013

via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:

Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100

South Main St., Los Angeles, CA
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

Date:
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami .Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department ofTransportati
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Clendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
Date: _
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_ ;:f-----C-b5
i%,L---_

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca .gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
Name

Email:
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges I mp'rovement Project

COMMENT CARD
Date:

¢~/zolz-

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
Cal'ifornia Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
Name: --=y.L-'L..\-----'-----'-t..L.-L~\__I"~=++---- Add ress: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~_
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
-

Date: ---,7
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____
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
Califomia Department of Transportation District 7
100

South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
Date:
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami .Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta , Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100

South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
Date:

/r r/

t

s r/ ,( ~

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Envi'ronmentalr Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100

South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11 , 2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Clendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM M ENT CARD
Date: _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by pl1acing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami .Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Ch ,i ef
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100

South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Imp1
r ovement Project

COMMENT CARD
Date:
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
Callifornia Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA goon
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges I mprovement 'Project

COMMENT CARD

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief

Name:

_-=~'--------=~=-=-::~-'-----

_____

Address: .

(3)~J ~~

Clendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COM M ENT CARD
Date: 2 £, )c2.-p ZL/t,::)
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11 , 2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami, Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
Name:
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of .Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
Date:
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
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Tami Podesta , Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot .ca.gov. or by mail to :
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11 , 2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca .gov. or by mail to:
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it by October 11,2013 via email toTami .Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental' Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
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Appendix 2

October 18, 2013 Public Hearing Comment Cards
APPENDIX F-2: October 28, 2013 Public Hearing Comment Cards

COMMENT CARD DATABASE
1) Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
2) Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
3) Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
4) Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
5) Non-specific approval
6) Non-specific disapproval
7) This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
8) Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
9) Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety Policy
10) Enhance safety for everyone
11) There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
12) There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
13) Preserve the historic bridge design
14) There should be wider sidewalks
15) Address traffic congestion
16) Consider proposed alternative designs
17) Provide accessibility to LA River
18) Provide a public hearing
19) Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park
20) Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash barrier
21) We would like to participate in advisory board
22) Security Measures for Pedestrian Bridge
23) On demand traffic light at I-5 exit
24) What are the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
25) Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
26) Keep the median barriers in the plan.
27) Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction.
28) Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge.
29) Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes.
30) Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
31) Provide noise mitigation during construction.
32) Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
33) Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
34) Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
35) Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and handicapped
36) Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east end of bridge complex
37) Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
38) A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
39) Review flood maps
No.

Surname

First Name

Email Address

Meeting
Date

ZIP Code

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

Torbenson

Matthew

matthewtorbenson@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90026

2

Lai

Gary

ganddylai@yahoo.com

9/25/2013

90039

X

X
X

3

Chen (Los Feliz Improvement Assoc.)

Dennis

dennis.chen@lacity.org

9/25/2013

90027

X

X

4

Sorkin

Nina

nina.sorkin@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

5

Van Ammers

Ronald

ronaldpvanammers@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

X

6

Kerr

Douglas

dougkerr@pacbell.net

9/25/2013

Not available

X

7

Edwardson

Diane

Not available

9/25/2013

90039

8

Wolf

Glenn

gkwolf53@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

9

Fong Choy

M.

msf0610@gmail.com

9/25/2013

90039

10

Taylor (Save the LA River)

Tony

indecipherable

9/25/2013

91606

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X
X

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

11

Smith

Pat

patlsmith@pacbell.net

9/25/2013

90027

X

X

X

12

Murphy

Deborah

losangeleswalks@gmail.com

13

Arnold

Margaret

arroyosj@yahoo.com

9/25/2013

90039

X

X

X

Not available

Not available

14

Ward (emailed also)

Don

Not available

9/25/2013

90027

15

Lombarri (Atwater Village NC)

Sergio

sergio@atwatervillage.org

9/25/2013

Not available

16

Dietlin

Terese

tdietlin@sbcglobal.net

9/25/2013

90039

17

Knapp

Karen

knapptime@att.net

9/25/2013

90039

18

Stevenson

Jason

Not available

9/25/2013

90039

19

Mooney (emailed also)

Matthew

matthew.mooney.53@my.csun.edu

9/25/2013

90026

20

Duce (emailed also)

Dave

dave_duce@hotmail.com

9/25/2013

90027

21

Keene

Dennis

Not available

9/25/2013

90039

22

Wildman

Bob

yewrox1@aol.com

10/28/2013

90039

23

Byers

Christina

byerskj@mattel.com

10/28/2013

90039

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

24

Hagen

Erik

mail@erikhagen.com

10/28/2013

90026

25

Safonov

Alexander

skramble73@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90029

26

Klipp

Luke

lukeklipp@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90027

27

Forth

Sarah

sforth@igc.com

10/28/2013

Not available

X

28

Estrada

Diane

d.sofly@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90027

X

X

29

Herrera

Troy

Not available

10/28/2013

90029

X

X

30

Garza

Angelica

garzapi@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90065

X

X

31

Jojola

Eric

jojola@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90047

X

X

32

Safonov

Peter

psafonov@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90212

33

Savage

Kathryn

Not available

10/28/2013

Not available

X

X

34

Salazar

Kevin

kevin_salazar28@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90039

X

X

35

Edewards

Jonathan

Not available

10/28/2013

91101

X

X

X

36

Not available

Winneteaux

winneteaux@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90029

X

37

Pascal

Marino

mpascal@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90065

X

X

38

Miller

Blair

blairmiller1@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

91104

39

Ward (emailed also)

Don

roadblock@midnightrideazz.com

10/28/2013

90027

40

Sisco

Cody

gfcody@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

41

Olivas

Reuben

olivas99@hotmail.com

10/28/2013

90039

X

42

Ruvalcaba

Jessica

ruvalcabajc@yahoo.com

10/28/2013

90019

X

43

Issacs

Steve

steveissacs@me.com

10/28/2013

90028

X

44

Smith

Pat

patlsmith@pacbell.net

10/28/2013

90027

45

Lante

Alexis

alexislante@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

X

X

46

Caswell

Marc

marcacaswell@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

X

X

47

Koch

Leslie

lesliekoch56@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

48

Buehning

Eamon

eamonbing@hotmail.com

10/28/2013

90026

49

Murphy

Deborah

losangeleswalks@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmentall Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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COMMENT CARD
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
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Glendale-Hyperion Compliex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca .gov. or by maill to:
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
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Please submit any comments on the prop osed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Ch ief
Division of Environmental Plan n ing
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bddges Imp'rovement Project

COM M ENT CARD
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2 'B Cc.J 20 I ~

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by maill to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles , CA 90012
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California Department of Transportation District 7
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7. 2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to :
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
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it via email byNovember7.2013toTami .Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
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Division of Environmental Planning
Californ ia Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mad to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA goon
Name: C V J 'I
Email:

St'.5LO

Address

(£coJV@J1J'~ai I.C 0 fo-1

~rganization

represented, ifany:

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

c£

t.A rb~"
c!eveJ 12~('M" r J ' ~p(O \l~rtel'\r erqJ 'PI'1 15 f'lD-t INhe..t\L-Pr .
,t be \ e tt-er or >(', (' I + 09 p\ a t1 f' I~ 10. v ~ ~.-5 beejl') t'1cl/
ra.. +he-c l4- 1'5 \IV~cl-~e r ,t C O", +r b() ks J..o + be... ___
'f'U;~5 a.P- -r k Ct2~ t--" 1/ 1')1--:1 . T b e
c!e ~4 '" ol
t he, b,tJg1€.- &I~Lj: N"
(1.:, e>r tilt Hvp~q 01)_$
G-1~V)t.AAk ~ i \ S b? IM@CVVe.. [1ob;} '+y +[)( perJesl-(,.~
1 cyc.J s±s 00(1\"" Is ft, Cfrj-"'Jr, hlJ.te. to -f-l,e.
13 I 'c ~t.l.e Mu.stc::r el....., £Qr L..o s A() 5 eJes ·
Comment:

T~

City/Zip:

:52.. (5"" Be cl..e..-I e ¥ AV(.
Los AV1j~' e5 ~ LA 1a)Zft,

r-'\et-lSVrC-

S

Ut: ex:~ 5" '£0 r

(J1'l

'f

(D

I

L-4

~e-.-+

tbe

e\

\,Nt.. C,~1o lrA)l CterAJ.e,
'b,d i (e c.1\ 0"01, grad c - 5e.j) OfO t-c~ lot') e-> Rcr
b, Ie..yd e .{ en .fYi"L-- ; '" Cl-vft,l. t j ~ 0'\ -+ Q sid c:: v £I I~ s- £L> r
~tQe'b t I i 4{l s;.
1'0

0,.,' 5

1'f1+Pt1 f-

I

Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges I mprovement Project

•
Date

COM M ENT CARD
\

0

•

h?i';(?

~

I

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by malil to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 9 0012
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
Ca'lifornia Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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it via ema il byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
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Please submit any comments on the proposed p roject tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7. 2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placil1g this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by pl'acing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.20l3toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012

Name:

6Av\.UD!.\ ~J\ V\\V\""{)

Email:t:.tA

v')\o(\

Address: \

l,-r Le.w>'1I1\.f

*

~ "') ~ twi ~~ '(.)Ib.CityjZi p _----'--=-->
q OO d'------':-~_ _ _ _ __

Organization represented, if any:

\'1\

\, ,\W

U..p

=t=v ",-Ph

'

~ 0- -0 ::;;.

T-~

r DM) D ~ - \ t= 3(ii\",'1

s-qz

Q.. or OJ:::;

I

Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project

COMMENT CARD
Date:.

CX:/\, 28(, zg B

Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this card in the comment box or send
it via email byNovember7.2013toTami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov. or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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The city will not destroy silver lake and atwater by building a freeway between our communities. we are already
divided by a freeway

.J)v'f2-
The city will not destroy/**visions for a more walkable and bikeable silver lake. Atwater and northeast los
angeles
The city will not violate its own 20 I 0 bike plan by not providing a bike lane on the hyperion bridge
The city will not sacrifice the life of any pedestrian by not providing a safe pedestrian crossing at the junction of
hyperion ave and Glendale blvd.
T he city will not jeopardize the federal funding for this project that requires a bike linkage on the bridge since
cyclists can ride on the streets leading to the bridge.
The city will not destroy the lives of children and seniors who rely on walking as the their main mode of
transportation
The city will not violate the state mandated complete streets act by building a bridge only for the movement of
cars
The city will build a bridge that links our communities and strengthens our active transportation networks
The city will live up to its com.mitments to improve the mobility of los angeles. From the mobility element goals:
I . Develop a revised Mobility Element which will identify goals. objectives. policies. and programs that
reflect the communities' future mobility ideas and suggested strategies.
2.

Identify a layered network of arterial streets that assist all types of mobility (especially trucks. cars.
bicycles. and pedestrians) to get around.

3.

Update our City's Street Standards to reflect all transportation modes (trucks. cars. scooters.
bicycles. and pedestrians) .

• The city will build a project that adds to the safety of all users not to the apparent safety of only car drivers.
The city will listen to the residents. business and property owners. cyclists. walkers. kids. dog owners. students.

I

Our city was built for the care and culture of people, not for the movement of cars .
We are all pedestrians. Every driver, every cyclist, every transit rider, every kid, every senior, every every body.
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losangeteswalks.org
October 9,2013

Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
Los Angeles Walks Comments on Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of
Bridges Improvement Project
Dear Ms. Podesta,
Los Angeles Walks is concerned that the proposed design for the Hyperion Ave viaduct will
not be safe and inviting for pedestrians and cyclists . We suggest improvements to the
design to create a bridge that is safe for all users. Los Angeles Walks is a pedestrian
advocacy organization dedicated to promoting walking and pedestrian infrastructure in Los
Angeles, educating Angelenos and local policymakers concerning the rights and needs of
pedestrians of all abilities, and fostering the development of safe and vibrant environments
for all pedestrians. We view the viaduct as an important link between two walkable Los
Angeles communities - Los Feliz/Silver Lake and Atwater where linkages are very limited
due to the Los Angeles River and Interstate 5. It is therefore extremely problematic that the
proposed project is designed to freeway standards at 55 miles per hour, with a crash barrier
and wide vehicle lanes that tend to encourage fast driving . These design standards are not
appropriate in urban settings and would disadvantage pedestrians and cyclists and be a
safety hazard for all users. Fortunately, modifications to the distribution and width of
facilities on the right of way can significantly improve the v,iaduct as a cO,mplete street and
provide a vital community connection .
A More Walkable Viaduct Design
There are a number of factors that have been shown to make streets safe and inviting
places to walk. On roads with busy vehicle traffic, pedestrians need separate facilities,
direct routes, safe places to cross the street and surroundings that feel safe. As required by
law the viaduct project calls for a sidewal'k on one side of the Hyperion Viaduct. If, nowever,
. the roadway is designed with wide lanes and a crash barrier so as to allow and encourage
fast driving, many residents will not feel comfortable walking on the sidewalk. Perceived
safety and comfort are very'important to pedestrians and the rush of cars moving at near

f
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losangeleswalks.org
freeway speeds next to sidewalks will discourages walking . Calming the traffic on the
viaduct through design changes is essential to making it a good pedestrian environment.
Removing the median crash barrier, not super-elevating turns, and using lane widths
appropriate for an urban setting rather than for a rural highway lane will provide a calmer
and more pedestrian-friendly traffic environment This allows for wider sidewalks and for bike
lanes on both sides of the bridge. The cross section should be as follows (design by Los
Angeles County Bike Coalition - LACBC):

.69' Hyperion Viaduct Cross-Section
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Additional Crossings and Safety Measures
We appreciate the addition of a new pedestrian walkway across the former red car trolley
piers and encourage its construction as it provides important connections to the Los Angeles
River Ped-Bike Path . The addition of this walkway does not reduce the need to make the
Hyperion viaduct, the most direct route across the river and the freeway, into a safe and
welcoming route for pedestrians and cyclists. Walking is the lowest speed form of mobility
and there is research showing that walkers are not likely to use bypasses and indirect routes
(they will hopefully use the pedestrian wal'kway to access the river.)

Enhanced pedestrian crossings are needed to allow pedestrians to safely cross the often
high-speed traffic between Hyperion Avenue and Glendale Blvd. The proposed project does
not provide access to the single-side Hyperion Avenue sidewalk from the south side of
Glendale Boulevard. A signalized crosswalk with refuge areas across both streets at the
east end of the bridge complex would allow pedestrians to cross safely and would also
assist cyclists.
A Com plete Street
Los Angeles Walks encourages Caltrans and LADOT to listen to community voices calling
for a safe viaduct rather than a freeway-style design. We look forward to working with you to
create a rehabilitated bridge that promotes safe transportation for ai L

Please feel free to contact me if your have any questions or concerns. My contact
information is listed above .
All the best,

~

.

Debo :=th Murphy, Executive Director

Cc:
Honorable Eric Garcetti
Honorable Tom LaBonge
Honorable Mitch O'Farrell
. Eric Bruins, LACBC
Margot Ocanas, LADOT Pedestrian Coordinator
Michelle Mowery, LADOT Bike Coordinator
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Appendix 3

October 28, 2013 Public Hearing Transcript
APPENDIX F-3: October 28, 2013 Public Hearing Transcript

TRANSCRIPT COMMENTS DATABASE
1) Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
2) Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
3) Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
4) Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
5) Non-specific approval
6) Non-specific disapproval
7) This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
8) Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
9) Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety Policy
10) Enhance safety for everyone
11) There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
12) There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
13) Preserve the historic bridge design
14) There should be wider sidewalks
15) Address traffic congestion
16) Consider proposed alternative designs
17) Provide accessibility to LA River
18) Provide a public hearing
19) Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park
20) Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash barrier
21) We would like to participate in advisory board
22) Security Measures for Pedestrian Bridge
23) On demand traffic light at I-5 exit
24) What are the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
25) Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
26) Keep the median barriers in the plan.
27) Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction.
28) Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge.
29) Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes.
30) Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
31) Provide noise mitigation during construction.
32) Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
33) Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
34) Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
35) Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and handicapped
36) Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east end of bridge complex
37) Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
38) A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
39) Review flood maps
No.

Surname

First Name

Email Address

ZIP Code

1

2

90068

X

X

1

Dhanda

Nishith

nishiths@gmail.com

2

Waldner

Mark

mark90039@gmail.com

Not available
Not available

3

4

5

6

7
X

8

9

10

X

X

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

X

3

Waldner

Lisa

normandy17612@msn.com

4

Kerr

John

Not available

90026

X

5

Keene

Dennis

Not available

90039

6

Huffman

Niall

nhuffman28@gmail.com

90036

7

Nern

Ben

Not available

90029

8

Murphy

Deborah

losangeleswalks@gmail.com

90039

X

X

X

X

9

Knutzen

Erik

thoughstyle@sbcglobal.net

90026

X

X

X

10

Ward

Don

Not available

Not available

X

X

11

O'Grady

Thomas

tomasogrady@enrichla.org

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

12

Berolzheimer

Paul

zerodbspc@yahoo.com

91205

13

Safonov

Alex

skramble73@yahoo.com

90029

X

X

14

Lopez

Luis

luis@lopezautomotive.com

90039

15

Roullier

Steven

stephen.roullier@sbcglobal.net

90026

16

Sisco

Cody

codybriansisco@gmail.com

90026

17

Lawson

Ann

lawild7@aol.com

18

Greenhut

Kimberly

Not available

90027

19

Mendoza

Andy

Not available

90039

20

Dash

Alex

cashewencounters@gmail.com

21

Duce

Dave

Not available

90039

22

Gaoda

Bobby

bgadda@gmail.com

90009

23

Bledsoe

Jim

jamesbleds0e@yahoo.com

90004

X

24

Authier

Adam

cobrasharkdesign@yahoo.com

90039

X

X

25

Marren

Mark

Not available

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

Rick

rkk@corsinistark.com

90039

Mark

mvalli@oxy.edu

90065

X
X

Chrystina

byerskjt@mattel.com

90039

Justin

Not available

90039

30

Redwine

Chris

credlineracing@yahoo.com

91402

31

Diaz

David

Not available

90027

X

X

32

Bruins

Eric

eric@la-bike.org

90014

X

X

33

Collins

Craig

craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org

90039

X

34

Purkiss

Nathan

nathanpurkiss@yahoo.com

90027

X

35

Robbins-Kasson

Tricia

tricia.robbins.kasson@gmail.com

90027

36

Lenigan

Andy

andy.lenigan@gmail.com

90027

37

Chamberlain

Jennie

jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com

38

Mooney

Matthew

Not available

Not available

39

de Cordoba

Alex

Not available

90046

40

Kapoor

Daveed

k@utopiad.org

90012

41

Pascal

Marino

mpascal@gmail.com

90065

42

Thompson

Kelly

kthompson.1346@gmail.com

90065

43

Greenstein

Barry

pshapes@pacbell.net

91020

44

Dolan

Siobhan

siobhan.dolan@gmail.com

90039

47

Dandino

Charles

charles.dandino@gmail.com

90029

X

X

X

48

Knapp

Karen

Not available

90039

X

49

Issacs

Steve

steveisaacs@me.com

90028

X

50

Barnett

Karen

karen@urbanaid.com

90039

51

Edewards

Jonathan

Not available

91101

52

Jacobberger

Jeff

jeff.jacobberger@gmail.com

Not available

X

53

Miyares

Andres

amiyaresgarza@gmail.com

90065

X

54

Wei

Dee Dee

deedeewei@gmail.com

90026

X

55

Jayreou

Veronica

bikeovenarte@yahoo.com

90042

56

Trinidad

Elson

elson@elsontrinidad.com

90029

57

Lee

Hyeran

hyeranlee@ucla.edu

90065

Not available
90212

63

Bisahah

Mark

sportbiker@mac.com

90027

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

psafonov@gmail.com

X

X

90029

Not available

X

X

X
X

90034

Peter

X

X

X

X

johnsbrown@gmail.com

Kathryn

X

X

X

X

Not available

Safonov

X

X
X

X
X

John

Savage

X

X

X

Troy

62

X

X

X

Brown

61

X

X

Herrera

91101

X
X

X

45

Not available

X

X

46

Daniel

X

X

X

90039

Barr

X

X
X

X

Byers

60

X

X

Hager

Not available

X
X

X

28

weshigh@gmail.com

X

X

29

Not available

X

X

Corsini

Wesley

X

X

X

Vallianatos

Erin

X

X

X

26

High

X

X
X

27

Tompkins

X

X

X

Not available

58

X

X

Not available

59

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X
X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X
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BEFORE THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Public Hearing in re:

)
)
Initial Study with Proposed
)
Mitigated Negative Declaration/
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Los Angeles, California, Monday, October 28, 2012

1

6:00 p.m.

2
3
4
5

MR. BRADY:

Hello everybody and welcome to the public

6

hearing.

7

Pledge of Allegiance.

Please stand.

(Pledge of Allegiance was recited)

8
9

We want to start out as we always do with the

MR. BRADY:

Hi, everybody.

10

Bureau of Engineering.

11

tonight's public hearing.

I'm going to be your host and MC for

This is our agenda:

12

I'm John Brady from the

We'll do a welcome and

13

introduction.

We'll then have a presentation by the Bureau

14

staff.

15

there is for clarification questions about the presentation

16

that you'll see.

We'll have some question and answers that the idea

And then we'll open up the official public hearing,

17
18

and that's for your comments that you want to go into the

19

record of the -- during this environmental process.

20

I said, this is a public hearing.

21

to give the representatives from the elected officials'

22

offices.

23

So like

And do we have -- I want

Are there any here that want to introduce

24

themselves?

Well, when they roll in we'll let them

25

introduce themselves.

Now, tonight is an opportunity for

6

1

you to provide the comments -- official comments for the

2

official record on the environmental document.
And you can either present verbal comments or also

3
4

written comments.

5

verbal comments tonight, you can do written comments up

6

until November 7th.

7

comment period.

That's the close of the official

There are comment cards in the room, and some of

8
9

And, of course, if you don't provide

the staff have it if you didn't get one.

If you have a

10

comment card or a speaker card -- excuse me -- if everyone

11

can fill out a speaker card if you have it.

12

can you please pass those in?
Where's Katherine?

13

Katherine over there in the

14

teal dress is collecting the comment cards.

15

Other things.

16

rules.

Okay.

And then let's see.

Let's see.
So the ground

Fairly basic.
Please show respect at all times.

17

If you haven't,

All opinions are

18

welcome.

19

you want to speak, you have to fill out a speaker card, so

20

please do that.

21

up here and speak from the podium.

22

This is the public comment period or hearing.

One person at a time.

If

And we'll call you

And the time, everyone will have two minutes.

The

23

time to speak is nontransferable.

And we also have a court

24

reporter here who is taking everything down, so please --

25

please speak clearly.

7
And with that, my initial portion is done, and I

1
2

would like to introduce Jim Treadway from the Bureau of

3

Engineering.

4

improvement program, and he will be presenting the project,

5

a short presentation and -- for you.

He's the program manager for our bridge

6

Jim?

7

MR. TREADWAY:

Thanks, John.

And we'll go from there.

Every project has a

8

purpose and need, and this is defined upon the screen.

9

a seismic upgrade, correct, known safety issues whether

10

It's

they're seismic or geometric.
It's a historic preservation.

11

This is historic

12

monument #164 in the City of Los Angeles and to improve the

13

mobility of cars, pedestrians, and bikes.

14

a $50 million job if you skip to the bottom line.

15

op and called together from a variety of sources.

On funding, it's
It's made

16

HBP stands for Highway Bridge Program.

The

17

majority of the funding comes from the FHWA, and that's

18

administered by CalTrans, Measure R, Prop G is seismic

19

funds, Prop C and Metro grant for $4 million.
Some of the timing issues and the federal end of

20
21

it, 23CFR630 and title 23.

22

ten-year rule.

23

spend the money and get a project out on the street.

With every federal funds, they want you to

Noting the highlight, we've been at this for ten

24
25

There's a thing called a

years.

We've had a three-year extension and our funding

8

1

deadline, our milestone to get into the next phase, which is

2

the right away phase, is March 2014.
Some history on this project for those of you who

3
4

have been around and been part of the community for some

5

time.

6

Hyperion by 44 feet and Glendale by 24 feet.

You'll notice the initial proposal was to widen

A revised proposal to widen Hyperion by 24 feet and

7
8

Glendale by 16 feet.

9

to widen Hyperion by 8 feet -- I'm sorry -- 8 feet on both

10

Glendale.

11

Glendale.

And the currently approved proposal is

You see Hyperion is sandwiched in between

Graphically, this is some of the highlights we

12
13

thought it was necessary for to you know about.

There was

14

an initial proposal in 2002/2003.

15

widening.

16

got skinnied up to where Hyperion was not widened in 8-foot

17

widening on Glendale.

That was the first

2004/2005 that got skinnied up.

2006/2007 that

2008/2009 there was a request made to add a left

18
19

turn lane off I-5 north which is incorporated in the current

20

layout.

21

distance is quite short and it's a tough turn.

Those of you who have driven that know the sight

In 2008/2009 an infiltration basin was added to the

22
23

project.

And in 2011/2012 a ped bridge was added to the

24

project.

We've got graphics showing that further on in the

25

presentation.

There's your I-5 northbound off ramp and your

9

1

new bike lane that's proposed in the current project.
This is your infiltration basin next to the park on

2
3

the west side upstream.

This is the ped bridge we talked

4

about.

5

ped bridge, the old footings.

It uses some of the old, some of the new.

This is the rebuilt balustrades.

6

The new

These replicate

7

what was originally built in the original bridge and should

8

restore the historic look to the bridge.
Summing it all up, there's eight points.

9

Seismic

10

widening, historic, I-5 northbound, ramp, signalized

11

crosswalks, pedestrian bridge over LA River, and water

12

quality in the infiltration basin.
Last September at the end of September, we had some

13
14

comments.

This is our attempt to summarize those comments,

15

and this is what we heard:

16

Reduce the vehicular speed on Hyperion; extend the

17

crosswalk along all eight lanes on the Atwater Village side

18

of the bridge; lack of designated bike lanes along Hyperion,

19

and concerns over the median crash barrier.

20

So these are design options and considerations

21

remembering we're only in 35 percent design.

22

to do a certain amount of design in order to get a project

23

and in order to talk about it in reality.

24

where we are.

25

You have got

That's about

So we're talking about reducing the speeds to

10

1

address that concern, talked about some radar feedback

2

signs.

3

35 miles an hour.

4

seismic improvement is planned will remain at 35 miles an

5

hour.

To be clear, the existing speed on Hyperion is
To be clear, the speed limit after the

Another thing to reduce the speed is to strike the

6
7

shoulders and skinny those down and reduce the width.

8

took a look at that.

9

reduce the width to 10 and 1/2 feet and 11 feet with 3- and

10

We

We propose -- the project proposes to

4-foot shoulders respectively.
Talking about the crosswalk, a signalized crosswalk

11
12

across Glendale and Hyperion is one thing we can consider

13

and a design option that we can look at.

14

there's a certain amount of real estate on this bridge.

15

proposed a 4-foot shoulder along the bridge and 3-foot under

16

Waverly.

The bike lane,

One of the things we heard is we don't want that

17
18

asphalt concrete berm, so we're widening the shoulder so

19

there's no berm for bicyclists.

20

solution.

21

the retaining wall under Waverly.

22

We

This is a potential design

There's 58 feet between the retaining wall and

Cut it any way you want, there's only 58 feet.

The

23

proposal on the table is 4.25 for pedestrians, 3 feet for a

24

striped shoulder, 11-foot lane, 10 1/2 foot lane, 1 foot

25

buffer, 2 foot barrier, 1 foot buffer, and 10 1/2, 3/4

11

1

there.

All in all 58 feet.
You'll notice a great difference here.

2

This is the

3

69-foot portion.

11 for travel lanes, same barrier, wider

4

sidewalk, replica railing, replica railing, and striped

5

shoulders.

That's what's on the table now.

We're trying to trace out the bike routes in blue,

6
7

and that's what we've got to get it all in one slide.

8

are the pedestrian routes in yellow.

9

the LA County Bicycle Coalition, and this is their proposal

10

These

We've been talking to

under Waverly:
5-foot sidewalk, 5-foot bike lane, 11-foot lane, 10

11
12

1/2-foot lane, no median, 10 1/2-foot lane, 11-foot and

13

5-foot.

14

sidewalk, bike lane 5, railing there, 11, 11, 1-foot barrier

15

between opposing traffic and the same on the other side.

16

that's a proposal from the LA County Bicycle Coalition.

On the 69 section, 1 1/2 light pole, 7-foot

The meeting guidelines.

17

What happens next?

So

Don't need to remind you

18

of that.

Always a good question.

All

19

comments, both oral or written, will be reviewed and written

20

responses will be prepared.

21

environmental process.

This is part of our

These will be posted on the City and the project

22
23

websites.

The environmental document along with comments

24

and responses attached will be forwarded to the Board of

25

Public Works for a recommendation.

12
The City Council will then consider the comments

1
2

and responses and the Board's recommendation before deciding

3

on whether or not to approve the project and what conditions

4

of the approval should be.
The dates on that project will be heard and posted

5
6

on the websites.

CalTrans will also consider the same

7

information in coming to a decision on the funding of the

8

project.

9

2013.

The deadline to submit comments is November 7th,

Information on where to find the environmental

10
11

document and where to submit is in the hearing notice and on

12

the project website.

13

room.

14

for the latest.

15

Thank you.

MR. BRADY:

You can always go to this website, too,

Thank you, Jim.

16

agenda.

17

officials offices?

18

themselves?

19

It's also available in the back of the

Let's go back to our

Do we have any representatives from the elected

MR. PEREZ:

Do they want to come up and introduce

Hello everyone.

My name is Marcel Perez.

20

I'm an associate director for transportation for Mayor

21

Garcetti.

22

MS. RAMSEY:

Hi.

My name is Marie Ramsey.

I'm here on

23

behalf of Council Member O'Farrell, and this is my daughter,

24

Janet.

25

MR. HAGER:

Justin Hager on behalf of assembly member

13

1

Mike Gatto.

2

in the back if you have questions.

3
4
5

I also live right across the street.

MR. HALDEN:

I'm Dan Halden.

I'll be

I'm a field deputy for

council member Tom LaBonge.
MR. BRADY:

Thank you very much.

Remember, if you want

6

to speak, please fill out a speaker card.

7

to speak but you still want to give comments, there are

8

comment cards here that you can fill out.
There are two ways to do that.

9

If you don't want

And of course if

10

you don't do that tonight, you can always provide written

11

comments up until November 7th.

12

wanted to give ten minutes for clarification questions about

13

anything that you saw here.

I've got quarter after.

We

14

If you have questions that are more of where you

15

want them to actually go into the record, then I would --

16

for -- our recommendation is to do that during your speaking

17

portion.

18

But if you have clarification questions or

19

questions of fact, this is the time to do it.

20

quarter after.

21

questions like that?

22

MS. REHAT:

We can until 25 after.

Now it's a

Does anybody have

Yeah.

Yeah.

Barbara Rehat.

My question has to do

23

with pedestrian safety.

I had the opportunity to see

24

approximately 15 students, I guess, from Marshall High

25

School walking across the bridge.

14
Virtually all of them were on the east side of the

1
2

bridge.

3

west side of the bridge and then crossed Glendale Boulevard

4

north of where the freeway entrance is.

7
8
9

of traffic and they were clearly -MR. BRADY:

MS. REHAT:
addressed?

11

this plan?

13
14

Is there a question in there?

My question is:

How is this being

How is pedestrian safety being addressed with

MR. BRADY:

Okay.

That's a quick -- can we do a quick

question on pedestrian -MR. TREADWAY:

Unfortunately, this isn't a brand new

15

project.

16

have to do the best we can with what we've got.

17

we're trying to do with this project.

18

for a crosswalk at Atwater.

19

I need to do

this --

10

12

And virtually all of them crossed to the

And in other words, they crossed many, many lanes

5
6

Puzzling.

We're saddled with existing infrastructure that we
That's what

We've heard a need

We're addressing that and seeing if it could be

20

with the grades and a full stop and sight distances.

21

There's a lot of geometry that goes into seeing if that

22

could be done.

23

That's what we're trying to do.

As far as people running across lanes, it's just

24

like anywhere else.

25

MR. BRADY:

It's difficult to prevent.

There's a question -- all right.

Safety's -We'll do

15

1
2

one, two, three, four.
MR. DHANDHA:

So these next four.

Go ahead.

In the cross section that you showed, that

3

grade separation right around the crash barrier, is that --

4

why is there a grade separation right there?

5
6
7

MR. BRADY:

Can you actually stand up so people can

hear?
MR. DHANDHA:

Nishith Dhanda; N-i-s-h-i-t-h,

8

D-h-a-n-d-h-a.

I have a question just on the cross section

9

that was shown by Jim.

10

the crash barrier?

11

MR. BRADY:

12
13

Why was there a grade separation at

What is the purpose of that?

So he has a question about why is there a

grade separation at the crash barrier?
MR. TREADWAY:

First of all, if you take the water all

14

on one sheet of flow, it won't drain properly.

So that's

15

one consideration.

16

elevation which means it's a little bit of a bank turn.

17

Everyone thinks it's a race park or a race track.

The other thing is there's some super

One of the things is you don't want the super

18
19

elevation in the wrong direction where as you go around the

20

turn, the grade falls away from you.

21

trying to prevent.

22
23

MR. DHANDHA:

That's what we're

That's the thought behind that.
The purpose is for safety, or is that

for --

24

MR. BRADY:

Safety.

25

MR. DASH:

Alex Dash.

Who's number two?
When it comes time to do public

16

1

comments, would you mind throwing up the map slide you had

2

there?

It'll be a little easier to reference.

3

MR. BRADY:

4

MR. DASH:

5

MR. BRADY:

Sure.

We can do that.

That's all I have.
We can put the map slide up.

6

was an easy question.

7

questions; they can be hard questions.

8
9

MR. AUTHIER:

Adam.

Okay.

That

Well, they don't have to be easy

I was wondering is there any

consideration to make these bike route extend all the way

10

out to Sunset because that's ultimately where people are

11

going.

12
13
14

MR. BRADY:

Right.

So the question is:

Will the bike

route be extended to Sunset?
MS. MOWERY:

I'm Michelle Mowery.

I'm the bike

15

coordinator with LATOD.

It's actually designated in the

16

bike plan for us to be able to do that.

17

this project.

18

talk about overall changes in the length, but it is on the

19

plan.

It's not a part of

We need to work with the council office to

20

MR. BRADY:

Yes, ma'am.

21

MS. GREENHUT:

You were four.

My name is Kimberly Greenhut, and I just

22

want to confirm because I've read otherwise, I just want to

23

confirm you said it's 35 miles per hour and there's no plan

24

for it to ever be faster than 35 miles per hour?

25

MR. BRADY:

That's correct.

All right.

Other

17

1

clarification questions?
MS. SMITH:

2

One, two, three.

Number one.

Just following up on that question -- and

3

Pat Smith is my name.

My question is:

I have read and

4

understood that while the posted speed is 35, the design

5

speed is 55, and I think that's what people are responding

6

to.
And I think it would be helpful if you would

7
8

clarify what the current design speed is and what the future

9

design speed would be and why it needs to be higher so that

10
11
12

people can understand.
MR. BRADY:
here?

Who should answer that?

Come up to the microphone.

13

MR. SARKIS:

14

curves on this.

15

replacement project.

16

the bridge, so we're inheriting those.

17

the alignment of the bridge.

MS. SMITH:

21

MR. SARKIS:

22

MR. WARD:

24
25

We have inherited

We're not designing -- it's not a
We have the two substandard curves on
We're not touching

get 35-miles per hour on these curves.

20

23

Bearj Sarkis with LADOT.

And if we design it for anything, we'll be lucky to

18
19

Do we have DOT

What does that mean?
Well, we don't design it for 55.
That's not what the -- Jeff the engineer

said.
MR. BRADY:
number two.

So if there's another question.

Yeah,

Remember, these are clarification questions.

18

1

If you want to make a point with the question, that really

2

is best for the public for the actual comment because that

3

goes into the record.

4

MR. WARD:

My name is Don Ward, and to restate what she

5

said, we want to know what the current design speed is.

6

What was the bridge designed for?

7

designed for originally?

What speed was it

8

And we have heard from Jeff the engineer from the

9

private consulting company that is doing this project that

10

the future design speed is 55 miles per hour.

11

happening and what is the current design speed of the

12

bridge?

13

MR. SARKIS:

Why is that

I don't know what the design speed was the

14

bridge was designed for in the thirties, but we don't design

15

it for 55.

16

hour when there are two curves.

17

There's no way we can design for 55 miles per

One of them is a 300-foot radius, the other one is

18

about 400/450 which is not even good enough for 35.

19

to use curve warning sign with advisory speed about 25 and

20

30 miles per hour.

21

are advisory speed limit.

22

MR. BRADY:

23

MR. LEBARRI:

These are not the posted speed.

We have

These

Who has number three?
Sergio Lebarri.

My question is about the

24

crosswalk.

Currently what -- from what I saw here, there's

25

only one crosswalk going halfway across.

One sidewalk goes

19

1

to Hyperion north to the Glendale Boulevard side.

2

It's not going to be extending completely across.

3

Is that going to be changed or is this the final design or

4

is this the final idea for it?

5
6

MR. BRADY:

They're studying that.

This is an idea that

we've heard from the public and it's going to be studied.

7

MR. LEBARRI:

8

MR. BRADY:

9

MR. LEBARRI:

So across all eight lanes?
Across all eight lanes.
Across the base of the bridge?

But it

10

will be a signal such as this and not just a simple

11

crosswalk?

12

A yellow flashing light is going to come on?

MR. TREADWAY:

13

mid-block, yeah.

14

MR. LEBARRI:

15

MR. BRADY:

Signalized intersection, yeah.

And

Thank you.
Okay.

We've got about two minutes, so I'm

16

going do one, two, three, four.

17

four.

18

have a clarification question about what you've seen, then

19

please hold that for someone who does.

20
21
22
23
24
25

So that will be the last

Clarification questions only, please.

MS. SAVAGE:

Kathryn Savage.

Okay.

If you don't

Number one.

What is the current

surveyed speed on the bridge?
MR. BRADY:

Current surveyed speed on the bridge.

The

current.
MR. SARKIS:

I don't have it with me, but it shows it's

for 35 miles per hour is still valid.

20

1

MS. SAVAGE:

2

MR. WARD:

3

MS. SAVAGE:

4

No, I'm asking -We want to know the current surveyed speed.
Well, my question is what's the surveyed

speed?

5

MR. SARKIS:

6

MR. WARD:

7

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:

How fast are they actually going?

8

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:

45.

9

MR. SARKIS:

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

When was it done?
No, the current surveyed speed.

They make it 50 percentile.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:

They're not going 35.

MR. SARKIS:

No, it's about 37 or 38, the 83rd

percentile.
MR. WARD:

Why were we told differently at the last

meeting that it was 30 to 55?
MR. BRADY:

Now, who's second?

number two?

18

please, and say your name?

The second person?

MS. BARNETT:

Number two?

Ma'am?

sound mitigation.

21

MR. BRADY:

Who's

Can you stand up,

My name is Karen Barnett.

20

I'm here about

Will we have slides about that?

We don't have any slides on sound

22

mitigation.

23

would be something for the public comments.

24

Who was three?

25

That's not

true.

17

19

What is it?

There weren't any in the presentation, so that
Who was three?

Yeah.

MR. DAY-DEANO:

Hi.

My name Charles Day-Deano.

On the

21

1

slide where the route is angled, what is the slope on that

2

road?

3

MR. BRADY:

4

MR. TREADWAY:

5

MR. BRADY:

6
7
8
9

Do we have the slope?
Yes.

No, I think he's talking about under

Waverly.
MR. DAY-DEANO:

Yeah, that one right there with the

angle.
MR. TREADWAY:

Two percent.

10

MR. BRADY:

Two percent.

11

MR. DAY-DEANO:

12

MR. BRADY:

13

MR. DAY-DEANO:

Thank you.

And -- yes.
Can you talk about the collision date

14

that you looked at that justified the need for the median

15

barrier?

16

the data and have you been able to correct some of those?

17

I know there was some issues with the quality of

MR. BRADY:

DOT, do you want to say anything?

18

have any updated collision data?

19

that; correct?

20

MS. MOWERY:

Michelle Mowery.

Do we

We're still looking at

We've looked at some

21

preliminary -- we've looked at some preliminary data.

22

don't have a conclusion.

23

playing with the data, but we are going to do some

24

additional analysis.

25

MR. BRADY:

We

We have just spent a couple days

Now we'd like to start off the public

22

1

hearing portion.

If you have -- if you want to speak,

2

remember you have to fill out a speaker card, please.

3

minutes per speaker.

Two

Kathryn will call up your names or call up a number

4
5

of people.

6

address your comments to Jim Treadway.

7

are welcome.

8

comments tonight and of course you can do written comments

9

until November 7th.

10
11
12

I'm going to turn the podium here so you can

If you don't do verbal, you can do written

MS. PADILLA:

Thank you.

I'd like to also introduce Caroline Ramsey

from council member LaBonge's office.
MS. RAMSEY:

Hi.

And I would introduce other members of

13

council member LaBonge's staff.

14

Tommy Newman.

15

MS. PADILLA:

16

MS. RODRIGUEZ:

Yes, Mary Rodriguez, field deputy for

council member Mitch O'Farrell.

18

from our planning committee.

19

around with her little daughter.

20

She's also planning -MS. PADILLA:

Thank you.

22

start.

23

and we ask you to be prepared.

24
25

Ann Halden, Emery Johnson,

And I see Mary Rodriguez is here as well.

17

21

Again, all comments

And we have Gary Benjamin

And Marie Ramsey was running
She's in the back here.

I'm going to go ahead and

What I'm going to do is call three names at a time

Mark Waldner, Lisa Waldner, and John Kerr.

By the

way, there is someone from my staff who is collecting the

23

1

cards.

2

she's the young woman in the black pants.

3

Cindy is collecting the cards.

MR. WALDNER:

Good evening.

As you can see,

Mike Waldner.

Thank you to

4

the City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering for their fine

5

work at addressing the community's concern in modifying the

6

original plan that was presented over 8 years ago for this

7

project.
I strongly support the currently amended as shown

8
9

tonight DOT proposal that was presented.

It addresses the

10

main concern of this project which is seismic safety.

11

project must move forward now.

This

We've been lucky that in the past years we've not

12
13

had the Big One hit.

We know it will and when it does, this

14

bridge must hold.

15

rush hour and the bridge fails and falls on the northbound

16

and southbound 5 Freeway, crushing vehicles, killing and

17

trapping potentially dozens of people.

Just imagine if the Big One strikes in

On a positive note, many additional improvements

18
19

are being included in the project particularly the

20

northbound 5 Freeway off ramp realignment in its new

21

signalized intersection.
This intersection will provide the several

22
23

benefits.

The greatest benefit is that for the first time

24

pedestrians and cyclists from the south side of the bridge

25

will have a safe, direct access to the Hyperion Bridge.

24
An added bonus is that on the off ramp realignment

1
2

it's providing more open space for access to the bike path

3

and the new permanent Red Car and pedestrian bridge.
I urge your consideration that no objection raised

4
5

up to this point should stand in the way of the

6

construction.

7

Thank you.

8
9

Funding moves on.

MS. WALDNER:

Hello.

No build is not an option.

My name is Lisa Waldner.

longtime resident of Atwater Village.

10

the Resident's Association.

11

committee of the neighborhood counsel.

12

Atwater Village.

I'm a

I was on the board of

I was on the formation
I also worked in

13

I'm speaking tonight for three reasons.

One, to

14

support this project; two, to thank the City for including

15

median barriers in the project due to public input from our

16

neighborhood communities; and three, to stress the

17

importance of why these median barriers must remain in the

18

plans for the Hyperion Bridge seismic retrofit.

19

I have lived in Atwater Village for twenty years at

20

the bottom of the split level of the bridge and have seen my

21

share of collisions due to oncoming cars from opposite

22

lanes.

23

The problem has plagued this bridge for a long time.
Now is the opportunity to remedy it.

When the

24

original retrofit plans were presented to the communities

25

adjacent to the bridge complex, there were no barriers.

At

25

1

our insistence, a barrier modification was added to the

2

plan, but it was rejected by the communities because the

3

barriers were too short to stop oncoming vehicles.
Only median barriers would work, and perhaps that's

4
5

why some people now opposing them call them freeway crash

6

barriers and that they do what they need to do by providing

7

protection from oncoming vehicles that have become out of

8

control.
I applaud the engineers and city leaders for

9
10

listening to our needs and for including this element in the

11

plans.

12

than median barriers, and they must remain in the plans for

13

the benefit of pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and truck

14

drivers alike.

No future addresses the safety of all users more

Only a physical barrier will keep people safe,

15
16

neither a curb nor a line drawn on the road to designate one

17

lane or another will stop a car out of control from hitting

18

or killing someone.

19

again.

20

please move this project forward without further delay.

21

I have been a witness to that again and

So please keep the median barriers in the plan and

We have waited years for this project to start and

22

users of this bridge have already been at risk too long.

23

Safety for all should be everyone's main concern.

24

for your time.

25

MS. PADILLA:

Three more names.

Thank you

Nishith Dhanda,
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1
2

Dennis P. Keene, and it looks like Niall Huffman.
MR. KERR:

Hello.

My name is John Kerr, and I'm a

3

resident of Silver Lake.

There's a saying that there's --

4

sometimes the right hand doesn't know what the left hand is

5

doing.
At a recent -- at a recent forum Mayor Garcetti

6
7

talked a lot about streamlining the way our departments talk

8

to each other, and I think this project is a very good --

9

it's a test case.
The bike lanes are included on the 2010 bike plan.

10
11

They will make cycling across the bridge a lot safer and

12

also have the added benefit of slowing traffic, calming

13

traffic.

14

Calming traffic will eliminate a lot of the

15

problems that you have with crash by calming traffic in

16

addition to the crosswalk that has been talked about tonight

17

which is a fantastic addition across all eight lanes to have

18

the safe crosswalk for safe crossing.

19

But without bike lanes, this bridge is incomplete.

20

I obviously am a strong supporter of seismic retrofit, but

21

bike lanes can easily be added to this project, and I urge

22

them to do so.

23

MR. DHANDHA:

Thank you very much.
Nishith Dhandha.

I'm a bicycle commuter.

24

I have been so for the last 20 years.

25

River bike path.

I have used the LA

I also ride along Rowena, the new bike
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1

lane.

It takes me down to Fletcher and onto the bike path.

2

I go to the Atwater farmers market on Sundays.
I used the Hyperion once as a bicyclist, and the

3
4

speeds on that are much higher than the 35 that has been

5

surveyed.

6

It's a dangerous street.
And if we're looking at safety for all, I think we

7

have to look at the Hyperion Bridge as a major connecter

8

between Silver Lake and Atwater and the proposed great

9

street that's happening on Glendale Boulevard.

We have to

10

start looking at pedestrian and bicycle mobility, and that

11

is being a major connector.

12

I think if we look at safety, we have to look at

13

the LACBC cross section, and we have to start to say well,

14

if we can create a connection between there that includes

15

protected bike lanes and if necessary just standard bike

16

lanes and the most narrow section, I think we do a service

17

to encouraging more multimode of transportation.

18

We do a service for safety, and we start to

19

encourage this concept of great streets that Mayor Garcetti

20

has brought up because if we create a juggernaut between --

21

I don't know if the word is juggernaut actually -- if we

22

create a restriction in pedestrian access between Silver Lake

23

and Atwater, we start to reduce the idea that this city is

24

changing its paradigm for transportation.

25

building a bridge, just like the previous bridge was 50 years

And if we are
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1

in, you know, in functioning, and it served its paradigm for

2

transportation which is the car.
Now we're looking at the next 50 years and we're

3
4

building the same kind of bridge and we're starting to lose

5

the idea that the paradigm is shifting again.

6

that if we are to build a new bridge and we're going to

7

expend close to $50 million or so, let's build one that

8

works for everyone.
Sorry.

9
10
11

I think I went over.

Thank you so much for

your time.
MS. PADILLA:

Thank you.

12

want to call three more.

13

Knutzen.

14

And so I feel

MR. KEENE:

Mr. Keene is next, but I just

Ben Nern, Deborah Murphy, Erik

My name is Dennis Keen.

I'm a resident of

15

Atwater Village, graduate of John Marshall High School, born

16

in 1935.

17

my bicycle from the over near the City college to Glendale

18

to buy fireworks.

19

First time I used the bridge was in 1947 to ride

I moved into Atwater Village in 1959, so I'm one of

20

the newcomers.

21

to Glendale, Pasadena, Burbank using surface streets and

22

those are Los Feliz Boulevard, Hyperion and Glendale

23

Boulevard, and Fletcher Drive.

24

are very, very important.

25

There are three ways to get from Los Angeles

All three of these bridges

They span along the Los Angeles River.

They carry
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1

humongous amount of cars.

And you are not going to slow the

2

people down who are going home or going to work.

3

can do is try to provide a safe passage for them and now for

4

bicycles and motorcycles and motor scooters.

All you

I like the fact that they're trying to do something

5
6

about safety.

However, our neighborhood council has already

7

said they want to okay this plan, and yet this plan is not

8

definite yet.

It's only being proposed.

And by the way, this is a lectern; you stand on a

9
10

podium.

11

and I also believe that the City Council doesn't listen, and

12

that's why they formed the neighborhood councils.

13

I'm a stickler.

I believe in our US Constitution,

They've already made up their minds what they're going

14

to do, and we're stuck with it.

15

are being heard.

16

MR. HUFFMAN:

Good evening.

I hope that our comments

I'm Niall Huffman, Los

17

Angeles resident.

18

Bridge to get to Glendale back and forth.

19

echo concerns some others have made about, you know, the

20

current bridge, particularly the Hyperion Bridge being

21

really scary to walk or ride a bike along.

22

I often ride my bike across the Hyperion
Just want to

You know, traffic seems to move a lot faster than,

23

you know, the surveyed speed of 35 or 37 that we heard

24

earlier and just to emphasize the need to do something to

25

better accommodate non-motorized users.

30
It just reminds everyone that we have a 2010 bike

1
2

plan that was adopted by the City Council that calls for

3

bike lines on Hyperion.

4

directive from CalTrans, from our state department of

5

transportation that calls for the needs of all potential

6

users to be considered.

We have a complete streets

And we have a federal safe accommodation policy for

7
8

federal aid projects like this that basically call for the

9

safe accommodation of all users on the entire corridor and

10

for conflicts to be resolved and for all efforts to be made

11

to ensure safety.
So I would just encourage, you know, city staff to

12
13

be mindful of all those things and just emphasize that we

14

can provide for safe passage for everyone if we, you know,

15

chose not to design this bridge like a freeway.

16

much.

17

MR. NERN:

Hi.

My name is Ben Nern.

Thanks very

I live in Silver

18

Lake, and the bridge currently is -- the Glendale Bridge is

19

very dangerous to ride a bike on, and I'm disappointed that

20

it's not being addressed in what I saw currently.

21

And I just want to say that I support making it

22

safer for everyone.

23

and pedestrians.

24
25

MS. MURPHY:

Not just motorists, but people on bikes

Thank you.
Good day.

I'm Deborah Murphy.

I'm the

executive director for Los Angeles Walks and a resident of
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1

Silver Lake.

I'm going to speak to you about some -- my

2

aspirations for this project.

3

Atwater and Silver Lake by building a freeway between our

4

communities.

The city will not destroy

We are already divided by a freeway.

5

The city will not destroy our visions for a more

6

walkable and bikeable Silver Lake, Atwater, and northeast

7

Los Angeles.

8

plan by not providing a bike lane -- bike lanes on the

9

Hyperion Bridge.

The city will not violate its own 2010 bike

The city will not sacrifice the life of any

10
11

pedestrian by not providing a safe crossing at the junction

12

of the two streets.

13

federal funding for the project that requires a bike lane on

14

the bridge so cyclists can ride on the streets leading to

15

the bridge.

The city will not jeopardize the

The city will not destroy the lives of children and

16
17

seniors who rely on walking as their main mode of

18

transportation.

19

state-mandated Complete Streets Act by building a bridge

20

only for the movement of cars.

The city will not violate the

The city will build a bridge that links our

21
22

communities and strengthens our active transportation

23

networks.

24

improve the mobility for Los Angeles.

25

homemade goals developed -- excuse me.

The city will live up to its commitments to
From the mobility of
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1

That reflect the communities' future mobility needs

2

and suggested strategies, identify a layered network of

3

arterial streets that accommodate all users -- bike,

4

pedestrians -- to get around.

5

Update our street standards to reflect the

6

transportation modes of all users.

The city will build a

7

project that adds to the safety of all users, not to the

8

apparent safety of only car drivers.

9

The city will listen to its residents, business,

10

and property owners, cyclists, walkers, kids, dog owners,

11

students, commuters who want a safe and sane community, not

12

a speedway.

13

The city will build a sidewalk on both sides of

14

each bridge as pedestrians walk on both sides now despite

15

the fact that on the east side the sidewalk is only about a

16

foot and a half.

17

using that even narrow sidewalk.

18

There's no prohibition against pedestrians

Our city was built for the care and culture of

19

people, not for the movement of cars.

20

pedestrians, every driver, ever cyclist, every transit

21

rider, every kid, every senior, every everybody.

22
23

MS. PADILLA:

Three more.

We are all

Thank you.

Don Ward, Paul -- looks like

Berolzheimer, Alex Safonov.

24

MR. KNUTZEN:

Erik Knutzen, Silver Lake.

25

comments very brief.

I'll keep my

I nominate Deborah Murphy to design
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1

this bridge.

2

I would say.

Everything she just said and more is all that

And the most critical component of this bridge is

3
4

we have this historic opportunity to link our two

5

communities and that is the primary design commitment that

6

we should be looking at right now.
I don't think if we lived in Florence, Italy we'd

7
8

be talking about a freeway barrier; right?

9

about a nice way to eat dinner on one side and walk over to

10

We's be talking

the other and have gelato.

11

We'd be talking about ways for our children to be

12

able to walk safely to school and not end up with diabetes

13

later in their lives.

14

communities that we can be proud of for 100 more years and

15

more.

16

We need a link between our two

Thank you.

MR. WARD:

My name is Don Ward, a Los Angeles resident.

17

I want to echo everything that Deborah Murphy said.

18

exactly the way that I feel.

19

Los Angeles resident my whole life.

20

Atwater ramp.

21

That's

And I want to add I've been a
I used to skate the

I'm part of this community.

This is an issue of connection between Silver Lake

22

and Atwater.

23

Angeles region has only three ways to get across the river

24

and the bridge by street.

25

Not only Silver Lake but the entire Los

And this design designed for 55-mile-per-hour
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1

speeds -- even though the engineer from the LADOT seems to

2

forget or not know which is also a problem.

3

people in the LADOT that actually know what they're talking

4

about and are communicating with engineers that are working

5

on this project?

That's a problem.

They don't communicate between each other.

6
7

a problem.

8

problem.

9

meeting was 55 miles per hour average.

10

Do we have

They don't know the surveyed speed.

That's

That's a

The surveyed speed we were told at the last public
We have it on tape.

It's on the Internet.
So get together and communicate and figure out how

11
12

to build this bridge correctly, and that means slower speeds

13

so that we don't need a crash barrier.

14

a road dirt or do a partial road dirt.

That means let's do

Let's do two travel lanes in one direction and one

15
16

travel lane in the other, build six-foot buffered bike

17

lanes.

18

sidewalks.

19

Atwater.

20

There's nothing wrong with that.

Keep the

People want to walk to -- from Silver Lake to

Why are we designing this bridge for the dinosaur

21

fossil fuel past when the future is multimode of

22

transportation; bicycles and walking?

23

MS. PADILLA:

Thank you.

We'd like to introduce quickly Matt Zabo,

24

public works commissioner.

Okay.

We have more.

25

O'Grady, Luis Lopez, Steven Roullier.

Thomas
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MR. O'GRADY:

1

Good evening, everybody.

2

Thomas O'Grady.

3

We build edible gardens for public school.

4

first start talking about the kids.

My name is

I'm the executive director of Enrich LA.
So I'm going to

What's been happening over the last ten years in

5
6

Silver Lake and Atwater is everyone's been going back to

7

their public schools.

8

that we're among the top 10 improved middle schools in all

9

of the state of California?

At King Middle School did you know

Last year we were an environmental studies magnet

10
11

at the school.

There's a bunch of kids over there right now

12

working on a bike plan, working on how to walk to school,

13

working on how to get out of fossil fuels.
It's kind of ridiculous that we adults are

14
15

proposing to build a bridge -- by the way, which they are

16

going pay for -- that is in contrast to what we're asking

17

them.

18

is.

19

say.

So it's sort of saying -- whatever that expression
Say what I do -- whatever, you know, what I'm trying to

20

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:

21

MR. O'GRADY:

Do what I say, not what I do.

Do what I say.

My daughters at -- every

22

Friday night you know where they go to go out?

23

the Americana.

24
25

They go to

It dives me up the wall.

You know why they go there?
"Pops, we can walk around.

Because they say,

We can walk from store to store.
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1

We can look at the fountain."

Okay.

2

Dublin and on the scene in Paris they walk around.

3

walk over a river.
We already have a river.

4

On Grafton Street in
They

It's the LA River.

What

5

we need to do is create a walkable bridge with bicycle

6

lanes.

7

promenade starting all the way at the corner of Glendale --

8

at the corner of Griffith Park Boulevard in Hyperion.

Okay?

And can you imagine, we'll have our own

We'll have dinner there.

9

Me and the kids, we'll

10

walk up past Trader Joe's.

We'll walk over the bridge.

11

We'll linger for a while on the bridge and look at the

12

beautiful river that's being renovated, and we'll have

13

dessert in Atwater Village.
We can't do that over a freeway.

14
15

over a very calm, nice, elegant bridge.

16

this design to reflect those items.

We need to do it
So please change

I want to finally say there are two designs that

17
18

both Enrich LA has offered and another company called RAC,

19

and I suggest you look at them.

20

Coalition design is wonderful.

And I also believe the Bike
These are all great ideas.

And I urge all of you to take all of those ideas

21
22

and come up with a perfect design.

23

there.

24

lanes, more walk lanes, and slower cars.

25

Your design is almost

It's a just a few small changes.

MR. BEROLZHEIMER:

So more bike
Thank you.

My name is Paul Berolzheimer.

I'm a
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1

homeowner in Adams Hill which is actually Glendale, not LA,

2

but it's right next door.

3

I've been there for 21 years -- one of my favorite things

4

about living there has always been the proximity to Atwater

5

Village.

6

And one of my favorite things --

It's been great over the last 20 years watching

7

Atwater develop all the great restaurants and cafes coming

8

in, and we love to hang out here, my family and I.

9

up and down Glendale.

10
11

And I also drive through and I also

ride my bike through whenever I can.
So I think that definitely slowing down traffic on

12

the bridge is crucial.

13

mentioned their concern about crashes on the bridge.

14

We walk

I mean, several people have

Barriers are great, but, you know, one way to

15

prevent cars from getting out of control in the first place

16

is to slow them down through traffic measures and those are

17

a lot less likely to crash and the crashes will be a lot

18

less severe when they are slower.

19

Nobody has talked about reducing the bridge to one

20

lane which I think is something that at least ought to be

21

considered as well.

22

at the height of rush hour, 5:30 in the evening, I drove

23

back and forth across the bridge several times.

24
25

You know, I -- coming here this evening

I just wanted to sort of -- I've driven over it a
million times, but I wanted to drive over it with this plan
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1

in mind and get a sense of things.

For one thing, there

2

wasn't really that many cars on the bridge.

3

reducing it to one lane would be actually a problem.

I don't think

4

The other thing is I drove it at exactly 35 miles

5

per hour, and all the other cars were just whizzing by me,

6

going at -- probably going at least 50 to 55 miles per hour.

7

Another point is that I timed myself at exactly 35

8

miles per hour going over the bridge, and it took me about

9

35 to 40 seconds to get over the bridge.

So allowing people

10

to go even twice the speed is only going to save them 20 or

11

30 seconds out of their day.

12

There's really no reason people need to go fast

13

over the bridge.

14

LA River revitalization is happening -- the bridge could

15

actually be a destination as Thomas O'Grady has pointed out.

16

I think it could be -- especially with the

It could be a beautiful place to walk to, across,

17

to linger, to see the views over the river and of the City.

18

I'm very happy about the replacement of the balustrades and

19

the historic lighting and the realignment of the 5 ramp.

20

Those are things I've wished for for the entire

21

time I've lived in the area.

22

better pedestrian and bike access is crucial.

23

MR. SAFONOV:

Hello.

But certainly I think much
Thank you.

My name is Alex Safonov.

24

just have a brief statement.

25

intersection of Santa Monica and Hoover.

I

I live in Silver Lake near the
Currently there's
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1

not a really safe and direct way for me to travel from

2

Silver Lake to Atwater via bicycle.
I hope that future plans to -- for the Hyperion

3
4

viaduct will be accommodating to cyclists and pedestrians

5

alike.

6

the new viaduct will be a great improvement to the

7

neighborhood.

8
9

The inclusion of bicycle lanes in the planning of

Thanks.

MR. LOPEZ:

Good evening.

an Atwater Village resident.

My name is Luis Lopez.

I'm

I'm here to express my support

10

for the current plan which would restore and retrofit the

11

Hyperion Bridge, a plan that has been nine years in the

12

making.
I support the plan as it now stands because it

13
14

contains key elements that a community advocated for through

15

all those years.
It protects all the historical elements of the

16
17

bridge, increases pedestrian and cyclist safety by

18

realignment of the Interstate 5 Freeway off ramp, and the

19

proposed pedestrian bike bridge over the Los Angeles River.
More importantly, a proposal will retrofit our

20
21

historical landmark against failure in a large earthquake.

22

The main purpose of this project is to get ready for the big

23

earthquake.

24

plan with significant community input and due diligence by

25

the City.

It took nine long years to develop the current
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It will take, to my understanding, another 54 years

1
2

to retrofit the bridge.

Enough is enough.

3

prepare the bridge for an earthquake now and protect our

4

historical monuments.

5

MS. PADILLA:

Thank you.

One quick reminder.

6

before you make your statement.

7

Kimberly Greenhut.

8
9

MR. ROULLIER:

You need to

Hello.

Please say your name

Cody Sisco, Ann Lawson,

My name is Steven Roullier.

I've been a resident of Echo Park for 21 years.

Previously,

10

I lived in Silver Lake for 16 years.

11

Atwater Village to be a part of my extended neighborhood.

12

I visit friends in Atwater.
I shop and eat there.

13

I've long considered

I frequently use the Post

14

Office.

I travel to Atwater in both my car and my bicycle.

15

A few months before I was born in 1955, the last Pacific

16

Electric Red Car ran from downtown Los Angeles to Echo Park,

17

to Atwater Village and on to the north end of Glendale.

18

At this time our city was in the midst of a

19

strategy that prioritized high-speed automobile traffic over

20

all other forms of transportation.

21

the best line rail systems in the country was destroyed.

22

As a consequence, one of

Tonight as I look at the plans to upgrade the

23

Hyperion bridge, I can see much that is good and sensible

24

about the plan, but the potential for increased speeds and

25

the lack of accommodations for anyone other than the users

41

1

of motor vehicles amazes me.

2

As it stands, this plan will even further

3

discourage the use of the bridge by cyclists and pedestrians

4

and pays little heed to the ongoing revitalization of the

5

river below it.

6

The Hyperion Bridge is a beautiful and historic

7

structure as well as a conduit that connects our local

8

communities.

9

passage of all users regardless of their choice of

It should be designed to facilitate the safe

10

transportation as well as expressing a vision aligned with

11

the future of our city.

12

I strongly urge all of you here to strongly

13

consider the legacy that we will be leaving for future

14

generations.

15

MR. SISCO:

Thank you.
Hello.

My name is Cody Sisco and I'm a

16

Silver Lake resident in a two-person, one-car, one-bicycle

17

household and hopefully welcoming a new bicycle to the

18

family soon.

19

So I've lived here for about a year now and up

20

until now haven't quite got the knack of all the different

21

bike lanes and bike routes around here, but one thing's

22

pretty sure is right now I'm cut off from Atwater, Glendale,

23

and all the others on that side.

24
25

And I'd really like to other see a better route for
me, for other pedestrians, other bicyclists to be put into
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1

place.

And I just wanted to point out also that the most

2

important factor for whether people get on their bikes and

3

use them and can do so safely is whether there are

4

infrastructure improvements made available.
So we should be talking more about grade-separated

5
6

bike lanes, wider sidewalks, separations between the

7

passenger, car traffic, and the bike lanes.

8

the idea that we might have one lane in each direction is

9

fine by me.

10
11

And, you know,

As a resident I would totally support that.

So

thank you.
MS. LAWSON:

Ann Lawson, board member of Friends of

12

Atwater Village and resident of Atwater Village for

13

46 years.

14

Village and Minnie Carr, one of our board members who could

15

not be here tonight.

16

she sent me her comments.

17

I'm speaking on behalf of the Friends of Atwater

She's in Hawaii and on vacation, and

But first of all, I -- FAV would like to thank our

18

Council Member Mitchell O'Farrell for sharing our vision,

19

conveying our safety concerns, working with the design team

20

to find a solution and securing funding, and Nguyen Jim,

21

Linda Moore, and Wall Stokes for taking that extra step to

22

work with our community members to try to get this project

23

implemented.

24

And Minnie Carr's comments as she e-mailed me.

25

said we're addressing the demands of the bike coalition

She
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1

regarding the bike lane on the Hyperion Bridge.

2

comments:

Her

3

"A bike lane on the Hyperion Bridge would become a

4

suicide lane when it intersects with the Glendale Boulevard

5

traffic.

6

every street can be adapted to accommodate life safely,

7

especially not a bridge as complex as this one that's also

8

an HCM.

The bicycle community needs to realize that not

The bicyclists can use the stairs as the

9
10

pedestrians do and it should be noted that there is a metal

11

wheel track to accommodate bikes already.

12
13
14

MS. PADILLA:

Thank you."

Andy G. Mendoza, looks like Alex Dash,

Dave Duce.
MS. GREENHUT:

My name is Kimberly Greenhut.

I live in

15

Los Feliz.

I'm a motorist and a cyclist, and if you give me

16

a safe way to go to Atwater and Glendale, I will use it.

17

shoulder is not good enough.

A

We need bike lanes.

It makes motorists more aware of us and it makes us

18
19

feel safer -- so much safer when I'm in a bike line.

20

think a lot of people who support the current idea mentioned

21

that it's purpose is seismic, which is of course very

22

important, but this is an opportunity to improve our quality

23

of life.

24
25

LA can be an isolating place.

And I

Let's find a way to

bring people into the neighborhood to help us build
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1

community, and also that gives us access to the LA River.

2

We're going to be revitalizing that river, spending millions

3

of dollars to do so.

4

trying to get more money.

5

The mayor was just in Washington

Let's find a way to get down there.

Let's not in

6

the future be like gosh darn, I wish we had a way to get

7

down to the river.

8

the LA River bike path both for recreation and as

9

transportation to get to places I need to be, I do not have

10

And then also as someone who does use

a safe way to get there.

11

I have to go down Los Feliz Boulevard.

12

go through that intersection at Riverside and Los Feliz.

13

have to cross the freeway entrance.

14

freeway exit.

15

should have to do that.

16

we are making this plan.

17

It's dangerous.

I have to

I have to cross a

There's no reason why I

And let's keep that in mind while

And also you know the mayor mentioned on that MPR

18

forum last week that sunshine isn't enough to attract

19

business to our city and to attract people to our city.

20

need to build a better city.

21

You know, we need to look to the future when we're
building our city and look to what we want to live in and

23

not just what we have.

25

We

This is our chance to do that.

22

24

I

MR. MENDOZA:

Hi.

Thank you.
My name is Andy Mendoza.

raised in Silver Lake and I moved back here.

Born and

And mean, I
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1

moved back to Silver Lake.

Retrofit the bridge, I agree.

2

want to walk my dog to get their hair cut.

I

Me, you know, I'm always power walking like -- you

3
4

never know when that bridge will collapse.

You never know

5

earthquake, not whenever.

6

design especially where the old trolley used to pass by back

7

in the days.

8

lane.

Bike lane back there, I like the

That's a good design right there for the bike

I don't want the alternative.
Growing up I walked to (inaudible.)

9

I walked to Marshall.

I walked to

10

King.

I don't remember no bike lanes

11

at all -- this is back in the eighties and back in the

12

nineties -- whatsoever.
Meanwhile, I used to go on my bicycle.

13
14

always on the sidewalk, never on the street.

15

Bridge there's always car crashes there.

16

it's always the speeding right there.

17

do, it's all speeding.

19

right there.

20

say.

21

What else?

Retrofit.
MR. DASH:

Hyperion

No matter what,

No matter what you

It's always like a racetrack; right?

18

It was

Especially

That's pretty much all I want to

Thank you.
My name is Alex Dash, and I just wanted to

22

let out some comments here.

Thank you for you guys giving

23

us an opportunity to say what we feel and give some input

24

here, and I just want to say that the whole plan sounds good

25

to me.
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1

I'm glad you guys are going to retrofit the thing

2

to make it safe, and I think it's great.

But what other

3

people are saying about making it accessible to bikes and

4

pedestrians really is the thing I want to address here.

5

And it mainly centers around the part where you get

6

on the bridge, the Glendale Bridge, near Valley Brick is the

7

street I believe.

8

couldn't tell from the map -- I don't know if you guys can

9

throw that sign up there or not really quick.

10

To board there is really dicey, and I

But when you want to actually get on the bridge at

11

Valley Brick right there, that's really sketchy.

12

that's where you're talking about putting in the crosswalk

13

to get over there, you know, I'm talking about when you're

14

going westbound on it, that would be the biggest thing.

15

And if

The other really scary part about it is that it's

16

really narrow.

17

that's sharing the road with the cars.

18

paint a line.

19

little freeway bumps that wake up the truckers, that would

20

be really helpful.

21

I don't think you can have a bike lane
I mean, you can

If you can add something like maybe those

Because I've gotten buzzed too many times.

I don't

22

even ride the street there.

I just ride on the sidewalk,

23

and it's, you know, for better/for worse.

24

someone else sharing that sidewalk, that can be really

25

sketchy, too.

But if there's
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But, you know, you just have to get off and walk it.

1
2

But the really, really, really dangerous part is at the top

3

of the bridge when you're going westbound or if you're

4

heading eastbound and you're approaching that -- I believe

5

it's Waverly is the street -- it gets really narrow.
It's already practically one lane each direction

6
7

there anyways.

8

going up that steep part of the hill, you're only going five

9

miles an hour.

10

And if you're pedaling a bike and you're

So that is the scariest part.

nowhere to walk.

And there's

The sidewalk there is just too narrow.

So if you can just somehow put that into it and

11
12

consider putting an elevated bike line with the sidewalk so

13

that you're not sharing the actual road with the car and

14

it's not just a strip of paint, that would be huge.

15

as these median barriers things, I'll let you guys figure

16

that out.

As far

But the -- it's mostly -- I challenge anyone

17
18

designing this bridge to ride their bike from Trader Joe's

19

to Atwater Village and back, and tell me what they think.

20

And also while they're at it, carry their bike up the

21

stairs.

22

MS. PADILLA:

23

MR. DUCE:

Bobby Gaoda, Gary Vogan, Jim Bledsoe.

Hello.

My name is Dave Duce.

Thank you City

24

and everyone on both sides of the aisle for the investing

25

time in your community regardless of which side you feel or
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1

if there's any conflict.

2

producer.

I'm a film and television

I produce with the Main Street Foundation.
I've been a stakeholder on both sides of the river

3
4

for over 12 years.

5

plan, but it does not address the needs of all.

6

is not safe and the proposed changes do not make it safer

7

for everyone.

a cyclist on that corner.

And when I say that corner, you

10

know what I mean, going uphill.

11

that?

12

to whip out my camera.

13

The bridge

Today at 3:18 I saw a car that had to swerve around

8
9

There are many good elements to this

And I'm like how ironic is

I'm coming to a meeting this evening.

I was trying

Flanked by two progressive communities, the bridge

14

should also reflect the neighborhood ideals and be the gem

15

of the river from now and to the future.

16

rush to spend the fed money, we are compromising on the

17

quality of our communities' needs.

18

upgrades and historic preservation.

19

In the last minute

We agree on the seismic

There's no need to increase the speed on the bridge

20

of the traffic.

21

of the bridge -- the designer of the bridge, Merrill Butler,

22

originally built the bridge with the seating areas.

23

a believer of the bridges serving the people.

24
25

It pulls at the -- either end.

The design

He was

After ten years we are only 35 percent done with
the design process.

Things change in ten years.
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1

Communities change.

Attitudes change.

2

Let's make the right decisions.
Suzie, stand up, please.

3

Let's look forward.

I'm here for my kid,

4

other people's kids who are paying for this bridge who

5

currently are banned by their parents from riding on the

6

bridge because we had a wipeout.

7

use this and people would say people aren't riding in

8

that --

So, you know, people would

No one rides on that bridge with any sane sense to

9
10

them.

11

watch some of the videos on what -- video about what they've

12

done in Amsterdam.

13

You know, it's crazy.

And if that line was there,

I know this is an extreme example, but they're

14

talking about moving massive amounts of people through a

15

stoplight.

16

the same time it can one or two cars.

17

20, 30 cyclists can go through a stoplight in

And I know that's extreme example, but if you can

18

lean towards that way, the bridge is to carry people.

19

That's it.

20

Thank you.

MR. GAODA:

Hello.

My name is Bobby Gaoda, and I just

21

rode my bike here from San Francisco, about 500 miles, and

22

it's really fun.

23

part was -- happened an hour ago when I was -- you guessed

24

it -- coming down this Hyperion bridge death spiral danger

25

hyper-nightmare zone.

You guys should do it.

But the scariest

50
So -- and it's really simple why it happens.

1
2

There's two lanes and drivers come onto it and they see oh,

3

empty street in front of me.

4

stuck in stop and go traffic.

5

they can and they swerve.

Finally.

Because they're

And they just go as fast as

And, you know, there's no cops to give them a

6
7

ticket.

There's no -- I think just the signs that say --

8

that tell you what speed you're going and flash when you go

9

over the speed would be really helpful.

So -- yes.

10

And I also would like to highly recommend anyone

11

who's designed this bridge to ride a bike across it, just

12

put on a safety vest.

13

of people do it every day.

Like, you probably won't die.

Lots

And I really think that all people who design this

14
15

part of our infrastructure should be required to ride a bike

16

because a lot of people who use it are going to be riding a

17

bike.

18

required to ride the bikes across the country because then

19

you really get a feel for this whole suburban, urban mess

20

we're in.

And furthermore, all Hyperion planners should be

So in conclusion, just go ride your bikes really

21
22
23
24
25

far.

Thank you.
MS. PADILLA:

Adam Authier, Mark Marren, and Rick

Corsini.
MR. BLEDSOE:

I'm Jim Bledsoe.

I live in Los Angeles.
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1

I have a one question for you all:

Where is your bicycle?

2

Some of you haven't ridden a bicycle in a couple of years or

3

so, but you have a bicycle.

4

if you were 12 years old you had a bicycle.

5

that bicycle?

In the back of your mind even
So where is

In Germany -- in reference to this exact thing

6
7

we're talking about here today, Waverly is the narrow spot.

8

And Waverly is the City's -- on a chondrosternal map the

9

city's right of way there is 100 feet wide, and we could

10

redesign that.

We could make that wider.

11

our money there making Waverly wider.

We could spend

We could also spend our money with water caching.

12
13

Water is extremely important, and nobody's mentioned that

14

this evening.

15

There's one little pond they're making.

16

lanes and pedestrian space need to be permeable.

Except there is a little bit of water.
All of the bike

17

All of the water that lands on the road needs to

18

go into swails (sic), needs to go into places to store it

19

instead of racing it to the ocean.

20

do with the water that lands on our land.

That's not the thing to

It's to serve the trees that need to be planted

21
22

along the new bike path that comes along there so that we

23

can ride our bicycles in the shade.

24

were said here this evening about making the entirety of our

25

new --

The other things that
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Our new idea about how to make Los Angeles work are

1
2

very -- it's very very important that we slow the traffic

3

down, if we quit killing people with cars.

4

most destructive thing on the planet.

Cars are the

Even when you're at there driving around, you're

5
6

only going 19 miles an hour imperatively.

In reality the

7

speed that you go in your car is between six and ten miles

8

an hour.

9

drive -- Auto Club's number is $8,000.

When you figure out how much it costs you to

How long does it take you to earn $8,000, that goes

10
11

into the speed of the automobile.

12

So when you drive and you get to work, you sit for two or

13

three hours at work every day earning the money that you're

14

going to use to drive around in.
Get rid of your car and you can take three months

15
16
17

Speed is miles per hour.

off.

Thank you.
MR. AUTHIER:

My name is Adam, and in 2007 I was nearly

18

killed on this bridge.

19

the most dangerous places to bike in LA County.

20

reconstructive surgery on my face.

21

broke my jaw off my face.

22

Everyone knows it's probably one of
I've had

I broke my neck.

I

I broke all my ribs.

I put a hole in my lung.

I broke my scapula.

I got severe PTSD.

I

23

nearly had my leg amputated.

24

lot of money.

25

out about this, so I can't come in with all this technical

I lost a lot of time.

I lost a

And I'm just finding
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1

information, but I know people go way too fast on this

2

bridge, and I can't see four lanes working.
So I heard this guy mention three lanes which I

3
4

think might be something to think about.

5

emergency lane, one one, but people are going to keep trying

6

to move from Glendale and Atwater up to Sunset, and we got

7

to facilitate that.
And this is a great opportunity to really think

8
9

You have the

about the future because I don't think the future is going

10

to be a bunch of cars.

11

seismic retrofit definitely has to be done.

12

make the right choices here, you know.

13

MR. MARREN:

Hello.

So, you know, that's that.

And

And I hope you

Good luck.

My name is Mark Marren.

I'm a

14

volunteer at the Los Angeles Bicycle Kitchen.

15

been a clerk at the grocery store for 13 years at the top of

16

that Hyperion bridge.

I used to work with Adam.

We all got off at midnight one night.

17

I've also

A bunch of

18

us went over to a party in Silver Lake.

19

got home six months later after hanging out at County for

20

six months.

21

He made doctors -- students were looking at him, learning

22

stuff.

23

He went home.

He

He was so messed up and got great attention.

At the top of that bridge, people have had their

24

foot on the throttle.

They're flooring it up that bridge.

25

Where I work at Trader Joe's, Monon t-bones right into
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1

Hyperion.

In that intersection there's now a light, but

2

before there was a light, there was a crosswalk.
There used to be a man named Bill Wingard.

3

Bill

4

Wingard was a playwright for the Lyric Theatre.

5

that crosswalk one day.

6

Adam was a hit-and-run, the victim of a crime by that bridge

7

before Adam was robbed of his livelihood by that bridge.

This is actually 30 days before

Adam actually witnessed Bill Wingard get struck by

8
9

He was in

a red sports car traveling westbound.

Bill Wingard took

10

his last breath and flew 30 feet and then died.

11

going too fast up that bridge.

People are

My ex-wife was maimed in that very same spot that

12
13

Bill Wingard was slaughtered in.

14

degrees and put back together with metal.

15

have gone to County and seen my friends laying there because

16

of that bridge, and I don't want to have to see that again.

17

Thank you.

18
19
20

MS. PADILLA:

Her ankle was twisted 180
So I personally

Mark Vallianatos, Justin Hager, Chrystina

Byers.
MR. CORSINI:

Good evening.

I'm Rick Corsini, and I'm

21

an architect.

22

of the river at Avenal Street near Waverly about a block

23

from the bridge, and my office is in Atwater Village around

24

Glendale Boulevard and San Fernando Road.

25

And I happen to live on the Silver Lake side

So if I had a safer route from home to work, I
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1

would ride my bike very clearly.

2

difficulties of the design team and the City staff that

3

are -- that have been working on this for many years.

4

I understand the

I want -- I think it's important though since this

5

has gone on so long, 8 to 9 years, that everybody involved

6

understands that we're in the middle of a kind of a paradigm

7

shift from an automobile culture to an urban culture.

8

in some ways this culture is kind of an old way of life.

9

And

The idea that somebody said this evening that there

10

were at one point were seating benches on the bridge is

11

something that points to an idea about inhabiting the City

12

in a different way.

13

And I think it would be very useful for everybody

14

involved to sort of turn the design problem on its head and

15

perhaps consider the bridge not as a conduit but perhaps as

16

a destination.

17

recognize its elevation reveals the basin in a beautiful,

18

beautiful way.

19

If you stood at the top of that bridge, you

And imagine if there were wider sidewalks, benches,

20

brought back lighting that would actually encourage people

21

to stroll and to ride their bikes.

22

out to the design team to sort of challenge them to perhaps

23

looking at a little different --

24
25

So I sort of throw that

Some different design parameters that could
actually work to question those assumptions and those

56

1

parameters to kind of work through some solutions.

2

you.

3

MR. VALLIANATOS:

Hi.

I'm Mark Vallianatos.

Thank

I'm a

4

resident of Glassell Park and I'm a professor of Occidental

5

College.

6

transportation and streets.

I'm teaching just this semester a class on

A couple weeks ago, I was talking with my students

7
8

about how the current streets in Los Angeles got to be in

9

the state that they're in in terms of danger to pedestrians,

10

cyclists, and some unpleasant environment threat in the

11

city.

12

The answer is really that there was a

13

several-decade period in which we used the rural highway

14

design standard to do streets inside of cities.

15

things wide.

You make streets wide.

You build

You make lanes wide.

You make -- to allow people to drive fast and not

16
17

get in accidents rather than designing to be more narrow to

18

be slow and to be safe.

19

highway like roads inside of cities.

You need to have this kind of

I think this is a teachable moment that has brought

20
21

many people out here today because as the speaker before me

22

just said, times are changing.

23

places.

24

to walk and bike safely.

25

People want to have good

We want the streets for all.

They want the ability

But luckily, looking at your designs, looks like
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1

you're making progress along those lines.

And it seems like

2

there's a decent solution and there's a good solution

3

looking at those maps.

And there's lots of ways.

The decent solution is if you take out the four

4
5

feet that you're using for the crash barrier, you can create

6

five feet bike lanes on both sides and hopefully protect the

7

bike lane.

8

referencing is you can have one lane in each direction with

9

a very wide sidewalk, very large bicycle track that people

10

The better solution that people have been

can walk and bike on.
And you can also have access for emergency

11
12

vehicles.

13

put this bridge on the map.

14

Angeles.

15

serious about public health.

16

city a green, wonderful place to be.

17

That would be kind of a futuristic design to help
It would be great for Los

We have an indication we're starting to get

MS. BYERS:

Hi.

But access for all making the

Thank you for taking our comments and

18

taking our opinions and consideration.

19

Byers.

20

Heights.

21

father.

22

the LA River.

23

Thank you.

Everyone knows me as Katell.

My name is Chrystina
I live in Legion

I'm three generations, my grandfather and my
My grandfather actually died drinking water out of
He got typhoid fever.

So I have a long history with Los Angeles.

I drive

24

a lot because I work down by the airport.

And I'll tell you

25

as a driver, if their sign says 35 miles an hour, most times
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1

I'm driving 40.

Definitely.

Most -- sometimes even 45.

2

if the posted sign on that bridge is 35, people will be

3

driving 45.

So

4

It needs to be at least 25 miles per hour to keep

5

people at 35 miles per hour because I know I do it myself.

6

I think you have to have calming things like not just

7

crosswalks.

8

down traffic?

I mean, what are we using, human bodies to slow
That's kind of creeps.

If I were a bean counter, that would make me really

9
10

nervous thinking about all the lawsuits in the future.

11

know, it's time we start separating the bike lanes from

12

cars.

13

repeat anything else.

14

You

And I'm with everybody here, so I'm not going to

But my vision would be to have the center of the

15

bridge for pedestrians and bikes and one lane for cars

16

going, what, eastbound and one lane going westbound.

17

for the pedestrians and bikes, and the cars are given a

18

little bit of allotment to go across the bridge.

19

be my dream.

20

MS. PADILLA:

21

MR. HAGER:

It's

That would

Chris Redwine, David Diaz, Eric Bruins.
Good evening.

My name is Justin Hager.

I'm

22

here today wearing two hats, one is as the communications

23

director for California State Assemblyman Mike Gatto; the

24

other is as a resident of Silver Lake/Los Feliz for the last

25

year and a half.

I would like to start with my personal
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1
2

comments.
When I moved here 16 months ago from Sacramento, I

3

was told that Los Angeles was the City of Dreams.

However,

4

moving from Sacramento, one of the biggest disappointments

5

has been the fact that that city, which Los Angelenos take

6

so much pride in bashing, is so much further advanced in its

7

bicycle and multimodal transit infrastructure.

8

The other comment I would like to make as an

9

individual is on behalf of my friend, Damian, who was

10

recently hit in a hit-and-run.

11

other hit-and-run victims here.

12

I know there are several

The most important method of addressing the

13

hit-and-run epidemic in this city is providing

14

infrastructure that helps avoid hit-and-run scenarios in the

15

first place.

16

Without bike lanes, we cannot do that.

Now speaking on behalf of the assemblyman, many of

17

you have seen the letter he sent encouraging the City to

18

look into increased bike lanes.

19

portion of that:

20

I'd like to read a small

"I'm writing as an elected official and concerned

21

citizen to support the inclusion of bicycle lanes in the

22

proposed project to modernize the Hyperion viaduct.

23

Hyperion Avenue viaduct and the surrounding communities of

24

Atwater Village, Silver Lake, Los Feliz, and Glendale are

25

within the boundaries for the 43rd assembly district which I

The
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1

represent.

2

"I applaud the current proposal for its improvement

3

to the LA River bike path particularly the completion of the

4

interchange between the bike path and Glendale Boulevard.

5

However, local access improvements on one end of a project

6

area are insufficient without a bridge project that provides

7

safe accommodation between Silver Lake and Atwater Village.

8

"Without accommodation on Hyperion Avenue, cyclists

9

who wish to travel east/west and cross the Los Angeles River

10

and the 5 Freeway will continue to face dangerous obstacles

11

and significant inconvenience.

12

find a plan that keeps automobile traffic moving and

13

provides safe bike lanes, we will have succeeded in the

14

redesign."
Thank you for your time.

15
16

However, as long as we can

MR. REDWINE:

How's it going?

My name is Chris.

I'm

17

not originally from Los Angeles.

I'm from the east coast.

18

I've been in LA for about ten years, biking for about two

19

years.

20

close to Atwater right now.

I don't live in Silver Lake.

I don't live anywhere

I've actually lived all over LA, but I don't always

21
22

bike the Hyperion Bridge, but when I do, I want it to be

23

safe because I do randomly ride all over Los Angeles every

24

day, every night.

25

years.

I don't drive.

I haven't driven in two
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So there's pretty much -- every street in Los

1
2

Angeles -- there's pretty much not any street in Los Angeles

3

that I haven't ridden a bike down.

4

keep that in mind, that are plenty of people in this city

5

that use other forms of transportation; bicycles, walking.

So I'd like you all to

And keep that in mind when you're building your

6
7

plans.

8

I have ridden over that bridge several times, especially

9

late at night, and it's ridiculously scary.

10

Definitely want to have bike lanes for that bridge.

I feel bad for some of the people up here that have

11

witnessed that some of the crazy accidents.

12

himself, glad you're still with us today, man, seriously.

13

Please make it safe.

14

MS. PADILLA:

15
16

And Adam

Thank you.

Nathan Purkiss, Craig Collins, Tricia

Robbins-Kasson.
MR. DIAZ:

Good evening.

My name is David Diaz.

I

17

live here in the Los Feliz district on Franklin.

18

guess I want to say thank you very much for listening to

19

our comments and our input.

20

And I

I want you to know that I am for a seismic retrofit

21

of any bridge, any mode of transportation, or way to get

22

people across to their -- from their house to their

23

livelihood.

24

number one priority in this.

25

I think it's important and that their safety be

I am not for the crash barriers that are being
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1

currently proposed on the bridge as I feel that when I biked

2

on that bridge before, I felt like I was taking my life in

3

my own hands.

I believe in public health.

I believe that in order to support public health we

4
5

need to encourage people to get out of their cars and start

6

building some sense of community with their neighbors, and I

7

don't really see much of that here.
I know how I get when I get behind the wheel of a

8
9

car.

I hate myself.

I turn into this monster who's like,

10

dude, screw you, get out of my way.

And I feel that when I

11

run across that bridge, those motorists were doing that with

12

me.
And I don't want to think that any planner or

13
14

engineer or designer is in charge of my life, my bike, my

15

safety in putting motorists and cars before me.

16

person, too, and I have value and my life has value, so just

17

put that into consideration.

I'm a

And any design that does not encourage people

18
19

increasing their speed, taking those turns at 55, or people

20

have passed there, you know that.

21

mind.

22

Just please keep this in

And, yes, I do support Mike Gatto, the fourth

23

paragraph of that letter that Justin just mentioned dated

24

October 9.

25

Yeah, full speed ahead with what he suggested.

Those are all the great points right there.
Please
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1

follow up on that.

2

MR. BRUINS:

Thank you.

Good evening.

My name is a Erik Bruins.

3

I'm with the LA County Bicycle Coalition.

4

City for hearing our concerns tonight.

5

able to resolve some of these design issues.

6

Thank you to the

I trust we'll be

First I want to acknowledge the project has been a

7

long time in the making.

It predates a lot of the plans and

8

policies that I'm about to mention, but the project is

9

subject to whatever plans and policies were in effect on the

10

environmental assessments date of August 2013 of this year

11

which includes the following:

12

In 2007 the City issued and adopted its LA County

13

revitalization master plan calling on incredible investment

14

along that border but also improved access so that way the

15

communities can enjoy that investment.

16

In 2008 CalTrans deputy directive 64R1 instructed

17

CalTrans staff to integrate all road users into project

18

planning, design, construction, and operations.

19

staff are instructed not only to review projects but to

20

encourage and advocate for the accommodation of bicyclists

21

and pedestrians by the local agency partners.

22

CalTrans

In 2011 the City of Los Angeles adopted this

23

bicycle plan after years of public input.

That public input

24

resulted in the back flow network which includes a bike lane

25

on Hyperion Avenue through the project area.
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1

The lack of compliance with these plans and

2

policies is a significant impact under SEQUA.

3

reviewed 10 years of collision history in the project area

4

and found that one of the greatest safety risks under

5

current conditions is not from the lack of a median barrier.

6

LACBC

It's from divers picking up too much speed on the

7

bridge and carrying that speed into the commercial areas on

8

either end, Silver Lake and Atwater Village.

9

resulting from excessive speed outweigh the risk of head on

10
11

Collisions

collisions on the bridge by an order of magnitude.
The proposed project would design the bridge to

12

handle faster traffic instead of mitigating the impact of

13

excessive speed on those surrounding communities.

14

offered a revised cross section that takes the opposite

15

approach by encouraging multimodal travel through enhanced

16

pedestrian and bicycle facilities.

17

LACBC has

Our proposal handles the same volume of motor

18

vehicle traffic but at lower speeds compatible with urban

19

life in Silver Lake and Atwater Village.

20

a reflection of our transportation priorities as a city

21

where our space is most constrained.

22
23
24
25

Bridges are really

And so I encourage the City to build a bridge that
we'll still be proud of in 50 years.
MR. COLLINS:

I'm Craig Collins.

Thank you.
I'm the president of

Silver Lake Red Forest Conservancy, and I want to thank DOD
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1

and DOT for all of the effort in what's really a very good

2

project in many ways.

3

And I think we've got a tremendous opportunity to

4

make something that we are tremendously proud of because

5

bridges really are a very powerful force in our life because

6

they are a physical and human manifestation of connectivity

7

that we live with.

8
9

And so what we see here is the lack of connectivity
on some really key areas especially for bicycles.

A very

10

casual review of the plan shows there's a complete lack of

11

connectivity at each end which makes this project,

12

especially for bicyclists, at risk of becoming a bridge to

13

nowhere to steal a term from elsewhere.

14

So let's take a quick look at a few of those.

15

Obviously at each end of Hyperion Bridge is where the need

16

for improving that nexus is most critical.

17

that with everything you've heard with your expertise at

18

your disposal, you'll be able to do that.

19

And I'm sure

But it's not just the bikes that have suffered from

20

the lack of connectivity here because my understanding in

21

the original plan that traffic that would be moving

22

northbound on Glendale Boulevard and wished to go into onto

23

Interstate 5 north, rather than having make the obnoxious

24

u-turn at Glen Felix, would have been able to use the

25

underutilized u-turn route underneath the Hyperion Bridge to
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1

go directly on there.
What happened to that plan?

2

That's something that

3

can be accomplished very easily and reduce by approximately

4

50 percent the amount of traffic that is having to make that

5

obnoxious u-turn.

6

look at.

7

one little signal light in the intersection.

10

It could be accomplished at very little cost with

But I want to bring in one little bit of revision

8
9

So that's something that can be taking a

that is completely missing here that's part of the wonderful
use of recreating the pedestrian route over the LA River.
And that is to use the abutments leading up to that

11
12

bridge to create a public space at the level of that bridge

13

so that we have a true pedestrian plaza over the Los Angeles

14

River that will make this a tremendous home for people.
That's something that we can accomplish especially

15
16

with the savings that we create by getting this project

17

right.

18

So thank you very much.

MR. PURKISS:

Good evening.

My name is Nathan Purkiss.

19

I'm a resident of Los Feliz Village.

I wanted to speak

20

today as a respective of motorists.

21

departments for being here and listening to us today.

I thank you City

Every single day I drive from Los Feliz Village to

22
23

Atwater Village to go to yoga class.

24

week.

25

this project what you're trying to do is to balance the

I do it on the weekends.

I do it seven days a

And my understanding of
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1

needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists and their

2

safety.
If you were to remove one lane on the Hyperion

3
4

Bridge, it may cause a little bit more traffic, but I might

5

actually stop being a motorist those seven days a week and

6

actually take my bicycle and ride over the bridge.

7

And as I drive every single day and I look at every

8

single car out on the road, and I'm one of them, I think how

9

many other people are driving a half a mile to go exercise?

10

I have the opportunity to go running in my

11

neighborhood or, you know, basically I have to take my car,

12

and it's ridiculous.

13

example.

14

just built the new Bay Bridge that connects Oakland to San

15

Francisco.

And I also wanted to bring up another

I was just in San Francisco a week ago and they

It's an iconic bridge.

16

It's an amazing bridge.

17

took many years to build.

18

you're going to be sacrificing time and seismic safety if

19

you insist upon having a bicycle lane on this bridge.

20

who's going to bicycle from Oakland to Treasure Island

21

anyway?

22

You know, a lot of people said

And

Well, they put a bike lane on that bridge and

23

they're amazed at how many people are actually using it.

24

Now that it opened, it's one of the biggest features.

25

People are really using it.

It
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So I think that what would be great for the City

1
2

departments is to look at your constituency and think about

3

creating a paradigm shift so that people like me can be one

4

less motorist on the road.
MS. PADILLA:

5
6

Thank you.

Andy Lenigan, Jennie Chamberlain, and

Matthew Mooney.
MS. ROBBINS-KASSON:

7

Good evening.

My name is Tricia

8

Robbins-Kasson.

Thank you for hearing our testimony this

9

evening and paying attention to things that we're asking

10

for.

11

to our public works commissioners.

12

Thank you to all of the city departments that are here
We really appreciate it.

And thank you all of you for being here tonight and

13

creating a robust conversation about what we need.

14

who are so important in making sure that things happen.

15

many times I've been at public meetings and almost nobody

16

shows up, so thank you very much for being here.

17

It's you
So

In thinking about what I'd like to talk about

18

tonight, I started looking through the paper, and I saw this

19

article that was written on the 25th by Paul Whitefield

20

called "LA Is a Bike Friendly Place?

21

Dangerous."

22

Forget It; It's Too

And in it he recounts a movie where he saw a

23

bicyclist winds up getting hit, and it's a hit-and-run.

24

Then he says, you know, "You think this is just art; but in

25

the end it actually turns out to be life."
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1

And he talks about walking around Pasadena around

2

Rose Bowl with his wife and seeing a Mercedes passing them

3

and then a few minutes later hearing a thud.

4

and realizing the Mercedes had made a u-turn right into the

5

path of a bicyclist who hit the side of the car.

Turning around

And in this recount the driver of the Mercedes

6
7

jumps out and says, "Look what you did to my vehicle."

8

so my point with this is that so many times we are so busy

9

considering the needs of the motorists and the needs of the

10

And

cars that we forget about everybody else.

11

And so I used to work for the City and I was really

12

involved in bringing the park lights to Highland Park and to

13

downtown.

14

studies about.

And there are so many countries I have done

15

When you have things in the public right of way, it

16

actually makes drivers slow down, take notice, and be better

17

drivers.

18

will do everybody a service in the City of Los Angeles.

And I think that creating a more multimodal bridge

So I'm so glad that our mayor has recognized that

19
20

we need to have great streets because we truly do.

21

think the redesign of this bridge will really contribute to

22

that.

23

And I

Thank you.

MR. LENIGAN:

Good evening.

My name is Andy Lenigan.

24

And as a resident of Los Angeles and Los Feliz neighborhood,

25

I'm speaking tonight in opposition to the Glendale/Hyperion
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1

complex of bridges improvement project as it currently

2

stands.

3

seismic.

I want to differentiate traffic issues from
Seismic:

a-okay; traffic issues:

All right.

4

issues.

The proposed traffic design is unsafe

5

for pedestrians, unsafe for bicyclists, unsafe for

6

motorists, and completely unnecessary in my opinion based on

7

the date in the study titled Initial Study Proposed

8

Mitigated Negative Declaration Environmental Assessment is

9

Problematic in section 4 of Evaluation dated August 2013 and

10

approved September 4th, 2014.
The existing bridge structure was observed at its

11
12

peek traffic volume to carry 1,025 vehicles per hour in the

13

northbound direction.

14

direction.

15

one lane each direction with the speed limit at 25 miles per

16

hour.

17

report:

18

This is with two lanes in each

During construction traffic will be limited to

This next sentence is a direct quote from this

"At this speed the capacity of one uninterrupted

19

lane would be as high as 1,500 vehicles per hour with an

20

average gap of 65 feet between vehicles.

21

"One motor vehicle lane in each direction at lower

22

speeds in the current posted limit is more than enough to

23

carry the volume of traffic this bridge sees every day and

24

won't exceed 1,500 car per hour at its peek until 2025 using

25

LADOT's 1 percent growth formula.
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"Please explain to me why this bridge is at higher

1
2

speed limit, bank turns, a freeway-style median, and no bike

3

lanes."
In further investigation of this project, I found

4
5

it to be in violation of NEPA, SEQUA, executive order 12898,

6

CalTrans guidelines for bicycle and pedestrian access, and

7

ignored a 2010 city of Los Angeles bicycle plan.
Nobody wants to see infrastructure delayed, but the

8
9

current proposed design is so unsafe for pedestrians,

10

cyclists, and motorists, that I would rather throw a legal

11

monkey wrench at it than see it as designed.

12

MS. CHAMBERLAIN:

Hi.

Thank you.

I'm Jenny

13

Chamberlain.

14

2000.

15

just to put a face.

16

transportation and how our neighborhood supports that.

17

I live in Silver Lake.

Thank you.

I frequently get to Atwater.

I've lived here since
And I came here tonight

We talk a lot about active

I just want to talk a little bit about my story.

18

We -- my husband works in Eagle Rock.

19

He has to go over Fletcher or he has to go over Hyperion.

20

And every day I'm like, "Call me when you get there,"

21

because you don't know how it's going to go.

22

He needs to do the exercise.

He bikes frequently.

It's not safe.

He needs to get to

23

work safely.

I wish he wouldn't, but that's what he does.

24

Since my kids were young, since they could ride a bike,

25

they'd be like, "Can we go to Buena Vista?"

I was like,
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1

"Oh, I don't have a car."
"Oh, we can bike."

2

"No.

3

safe."

4

"Actually, it's not safe.

5

It's a quarter mile away, and we can't walk over the bridge

6

to get dinner because it's not safe to just cross it.

7

Then they're like, "Okay.

You're five and it's not

needs to be safe.

9

Joe's from Atwater.

We can't get over the bridge:

People need to be able to get to Trader
They need to be able to get to coffee

10

shops from Silver Lake.

11

are constantly driving.

We're like one community, and we

My friends from Atwater came to visit us.

13

like, "Oh, we'll walk."

14

like, "Don't try to walk."

15

not connected."

16

I'm like,

And I don't know when it's going to be safe, but it

8

12

We can walk."

Before her phone went out, I was
"It's a quarter mile."

"It's

Her and her kid took forty-five minutes to walk,

17

again, a quarter mile because it's not safe and they

18

couldn't figure out how to cross the bridge.

19

They're

And I've carried the bikes up the stairway.

20

carried my bike.

21

back down, carrying them up.

22

lot of families here, a lot of people who want to use the

23

various places.

24
25

I've carried my two kids' bikes.

I've

It doesn't work.

I like to go to the Atwater library.
to the Post Office.

Going

We have a

I like to go

There's tons of services on either side
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1

of the bridge that we all use on a daily basis from yoga --

2

thank you for bringing that up -- to everything else.

3

Thank you.

4

MS. PADILLA:

5

Josephine Kane.

6

MR. MOONEY:

Alex de Cordoba, Daveed Kapoor,

Mathew Mooney.

Comprehensive mobility

7

project chair.

8

livable bridge.

9

the country are re-looking at their streets and their urban

10
11

What you've heard tonight is that we want a
We want complete streets.

Cities all over

form.
Los Angeles as a world city has to stay competitive

12

with the other cities in this county and up to date and

13

progressive.

14

bridge initially began.

15

The city has changed since the design of this

At the beginning of this bridge design, the City

16

only had 36 miles of rail.

17

rail with 70 stations.

18

this bridge, bike lanes were only at one 150 miles.

19

we're at 350 miles plus.

20

Now nearly 100 plus miles of

At the beginning of this design of
Now

The city has changed.

The current proposal for the bridge does not

21

promote walkable communities.

22

bridge does not promote easy access transit.

23

current proposal of this bridge does not promote equal

24

access by stakeholders.

25

The current proposal of this

This is not just about bicycles.

And the

This an equal
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1

access issue.

Negative impacts of pedestrians and bicycles

2

the current proposal has.

3

out of step with the trajectory of the City.

This bridge current proposal is

It's out of step with Mayor Garcetti's great

4
5

streets initiative and is out of step with the newly

6

appointed used department of transportation's Anthony Fox

7

appointed by President Obama.
Remember, what we design today will stand for the

8
9

next fifty years.

Making this bridge a great livable

10

bridge is in step with Mayor Garcetti's great streets

11

initiative.
Making this bridge a great livable bridge is in

12
13

step with connecting and building great communities.

14

this bridge a great and livable bridge is in step with the

15

future of this great and unique city of Los Angeles.

16

want our city back away from the oil, gas, and rubber

17

corporations.

18

MR. DE CORDOBA:

Good evening.

Making

We

My name is Alex de

19

Cordoba.

I am speaking to you as a victim of a hit-and-run

20

driver.

On behalf of all cyclists and pedestrians who have

21

been hit by cars and killed by cars, I'd like to just say

22

that this city has failed pedestrians and cyclists.

23

We have departments that are focused on maximizing

24

the throughput of vehicles at the expense of the safety and

25

well-being of the residents of the City.

I believe that
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1

when the City decided to do these improvements to the bridge,

2

they were looking more for the interests of vehicles and not

3

for the interests of cyclists and pedestrians.
And when they say that they're designing it for

4
5

safety, it's safety after they've designed it to move cars

6

as quickly as possible.

7

safety is the number one concern in the design of this

8

bridge.

9

So I simply don't believe that

I believe that it could be designed in a much

10

better way that could accommodate all the people, cyclists,

11

pedestrians, and drivers in a way that's safe and that

12

accommodates the communities on either side of the bridge.

13

We have a new mayor.

We're all super excited for,

14

you know, his project to restore the LA River.

Here's a

15

great opportunity to create some public space.

Here's an

16

opportunity to have those seating around the bridge.

17

I would love to be able to see a bridge that I

18

could walk across, maybe enjoy the sun setting, maybe enjoy

19

all the new birds that are going to be, you know, living

20

down in the river now.

21

I would love to see a bridge that, you know,

22

embraces the City and makes it somewhere that I would

23

actually want to go to as a destination, not just as a means

24

of getting from one side to another as quickly as possible.

25

Thank you.
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MS. PADILLA:

1
2

Marino Pascal, Kelly Thompson, Steven

Trapasso.
MR. KAPOOR:

3

I'm Daveed Kapoor.

Seismic safety is of

4

course a requirements but crash barriers will not make us

5

safer.

6

increase accidents.

Crash barriers will encourage drivers to speed and

Crash barriers will make cycling across the bridge

7
8

incredibly dangerous.

I believe in our US Constitution, and

9

it guarantees equal rights for all.
This proposed retrofit discriminates against

10
11

non-motorized users and those who cannot afford to operate a

12

car.

13

historic character of the bridge.

The crash barriers are not compatible with the

There should not be barriers along the median or

14
15

along the sidewalks.

The engineers who designed this bridge

16

in the thirties would be appalled by this brutal retrofit.

17

The city is doing to our beautiful historic bridges now what

18

the Army Corps did to our river decades ago.
A retrofit done for mechanical engineering that

19
20

blights and inherently beautiful place.

21

high quality environment for all users.

What is safest is a

I support sidewalks on both sides, only one 25 mile

22
23

per hour car lane in each direction, and a landscape

24

buffered cycle track 12 foot wide to accommodate emergency

25

vehicles.

Please see that the RAC alternative design in the
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1

back of the room and please change the design to accommodate

2

all users.

3

MR. PASCAL:

Hello.

My name is Marino Pascal.

4

in Glassell Park.

5

Thanks for listening to us.

6

I live

Thanks for having this meeting today.
A lot of great speakers today.

And I've never seen so many people come to a

7

bike-related event to speak.

This is -- you came to, I

8

think, the ground zero of the bike community in Los Angeles.

9

Silver Lake, Highland Park, Glassell Park and seriously.

10

There's a lot of cyclists living in this area, and

11

the only way we can cross the river is Los Feliz, Hyperion,

12

and Fletcher.

It's like there's no other option.

13

And each one of those bridges has freeway on-ramps

14

and off-ramps, and we've built a lot of bike lanes the last

15

couple of years, but they're like bike lanes to nowhere.

16

When you come to the river, whoops it's a cliff.

17

You're on your own.

18

bike/pedestrian bridge on the side.

19

more like a toy like when -- like you ice skating?

20

every Christmas we'll build an ice skating rink in Pershing

21

Square so you can play with your skates.

22

The original plan has this little
But that to me it seems

That's what this little bridge reminds me.

Well,

It's

23

not a transportation solution.

It's like ride your bike

24

from your house down the river for a little bit and go back.

25

My stepdaughter, she used to work on -- near LACC, and she
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1

would ride her bike Hyperion to LACC -- that's Hollywood --

2

and she was sideswiped once.
It's really scary.

3

And going downhill from Silver

4

Lake to Hyperion, it's steep.

5

30 miles an hour just from gravity not -- and when it's so

6

fast, we need to have room.

7

Thank you very much.

8

MS. PADILLA:

9

So me on my bike, I do

We cannot ride on the shoulder.

Melissa Casey, Barry Greenstein, Slobhan

Dolan.

10

MS. THOMPSON:

Hello.

My name is Kelly Thompson, and I

11

live in Cypress Park.

12

beautiful young teen who goes to school at the Immaculate

13

Heart School in Los Feliz and who I would love for her to be

14

able to ride her bike to work -- or to school and back to

15

her tutor across the bridge.

I'm first and foremost a mother of a

I would just like to say that thank you for having

16
17

us here, and I really hope that you will consider everything

18

that you've heard.

19

exhaustion for having to constantly come to these meetings

20

and talk about the safety of bicyclists and pedestrians in

21

this town.

And I'd also like to express my

And I'm -- you know, a lot of us are like come on,

22
23

people.

Let's think globally now.

Let's just do it.

It's

24

like, if I have to fight for my right to my uterus -- the

25

right to my uterus and bike lanes, and it's just like come

79

1

on.
Since the fifties and sixties I've been fighting

2
3

for the other one.

4

too, thank you.

5

MS. CASEY:

Don't make me do this one until I die

My name is Melissa Casey.

Thank you very

6

much for having us at this meeting.

7

Angeles.

8

I live and I -- I live in condo complex that hosted --

9

original owners were Centenarians before they died.

I just want to say that this is an ageist issue.

Thank you.

10

Born and bred in Los

My mother-in-law is 91.

I have an 8

11

and 1/2 year old daughter.

No one here is speaking for

12

those people that actually can't avail themselves of cars as

13

readily as we all can.
I take the 201 bus on occasion to my

14
15

mother-in-law's house in Glen Oaks Canyon from Rowena and

16

Silver Lake Boulevard with my daughter, and I point out

17

the landmarks along the way.
These are things you can do eventually on your own.

18
19

Go to the Americana and walk safely for instance.

I'd like

20

to see a city where my daughter -- I didn't have it when I

21

was growing up.
Whoever was here from Sacramento -- I think he

22
23

left -- if you think it's bad now, you have no idea what it

24

was like when I was growing up in the City.

25

better.

We can do better.

It has gotten

We can make this an intermodal
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1
2

connected city.
Not just for Silver Lake and Atwater because we are

3

in the middle of it.

4

through us basically.

5

We're -- everything has to connect

And I'd like to see a place where my 91-year-old

6

mother-in-law, me when I turn 91 years old with any hope can

7

take a bus, can walk to a bus, can walk to a streetcar, can

8

take a safe passage basically and get myself independently

9

around this great city.

10

MR. GREENSTEIN:

Thank you.

My name is Barry Greenstein.

I grew up

11

here in Los Angeles.

12

it seems to me that people were talking about how do you

13

slow down traffic.

14

I ride a bike and I drive a car.

It seems a no-brainer.

And

You put more people and

15

more bikes on the bridge, make it friendly, and people will

16

slow down.

17

group of people walking down the street or bicyclists.

18

Think about when you're riding and you see a

What is your first reaction?

To slow down.

It

19

seems really simple.

20

people say they won't go on that bridge or not as often as

21

they would like to.

22

pedestrian sidewalks, more people would use it.

23

And the more -- I've heard so many

So if you made wide bike lanes and

More people would be on the bridge.

I think people

24

would slow down and they'd probably bring it down that 35

25

miles an hour.

Thank you.
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1

MS. PADILLA:

2

MS. DOLAN:

John Brown, Troy Herrera, Charles Dandino.
Hi.

My name is Slobhan Dolan.

I've been

3

an Atwater Village resident for over six years.

4

know, what the hell did everybody else think when you saw

5

crash barriers?

Crash barriers?

Well, like how fast are you going?

6

And I don't

Where the hell

7

are you going that fast?

8

Atwater, and you're not keeping your money in Silver Lake.

9

I do on my bike.

10

neighborhood.

You're not keeping your money in

I keep my money local.

That's why I've been there for six years.

I actually really like my life.

11

I like being in my

I don't want to be

12

a crash barrier.

13

believe they would even make this plan and think we'd be

14

okay with this.

15

walk to Silver Lake very often to get my groceries.

17

person.

18

problem.

19

Crash barriers?

I can't

I'm a car driver and I'm a biker and I also

But I'm not any one thing.

16

20

I think engineers are soulless.

This plan is not for people.

I'm all of this.

I'm a

I think we have a

I think we need to go back and redo the plans.

MR. BROWN:

Good evening.

My name is John Brown.

I'm a

21

resident of West LA.

Thank you for having this meeting.

I

22

want to speak out in favor of a bike plan that also offers

23

pedestrian paths and bike lanes on both sides of the bridge

24

with the necessary stoplights and whatnot to accommodate it

25

on either side.
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I don't know how many of you all know this, but I

1
2

believe it was a 2010 or 2011 insurance industry survey

3

found Glendale to be the third most dangerous city in the

4

country to ride bikes -- or, I mean, not to ride bikes, but

5

to drive.

So riding bikes would be more dangerous even.
And, you know, with that in mind, the third most

6
7

dangerous city of the county to seriously consider putting

8

in a 55-mile-per-hour freeway between two areas of

9

35-mile-an-hour surface streets seems nothing short of

10
11

insanity.
You know, I think we need to think about building

12

for the future.

13

drove here from west LA, and it took me over an hour.

14

There's not an easy route.

15

10 and the 110 to put more cars through.

16

LA's pretty maxed out as far as cars go.

They're not going to stack the
We're maxed out.

So in order to provide more throughput, you know,

17

the only way we're going to get more cars through is to get

18

more people out of cars and onto bikes.

19

as this being thought of as a step to the future, provide

20

more bike infrastructure.

So I'd like to see

21

Someone earlier said that, you know, maybe not

22

every road is designed for bikes, and I think that's an

23

outdated way of thinking.

24

said, you know, maybe not every road is designed for cars,

25

you gentlemen would probably be rolling your eyes and we

You know, if I came up here and

I
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1

probably wouldn't even be having that meeting.
Going forward we need to make sure the road is

2
3

designed for all users; bicyclists, pedestrian, and

4

motorists.

5

paths on this road rather than a 55-mile-per-hour road of

6

crash barriers is the way to do it.

And I think adding bike lanes and pedestrian

MR. HERRERA:

7

My name is Troy.

8

my whole life.

I ride bikes.

9

ride bikes all the time.

Thank you.
LA resident.

Lived here

Everyone who knows me knows I

I'm not afraid of that bridge or

10

any bridge because I'm foolish, and I ride around like my

11

life doesn't matter.
But even just today with 15 to 20 people on that

12
13

bridge, I almost wanted to catch up to a car that I saw cut

14

off me, that turned and cut off Jim, who also talked.

15

know that a lot of people who rode here with aren't going to

16

talk tonight, but I'll speak for them if they're not coming

17

up.

18

I will say that, you know, obviously this bridge is

19

dangerous, and we don't need to reiterate that.

20

need speed dividers or crash barriers.

21

the cars can drive safely with people on the bridge.

22

not that hard.

23

And I

We don't

Just make it so that

Let's cut down lanes to single lanes.

It's

I mean, two

24

lanes on one side.

If they can't handle it, give them two

25

lanes on one side, but cut it down and make it so that we
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1

can have bike boulevards on each side.

And don't tell me

2

that the car culture in LA won't allow it.
There's a car culture in Germany and they have bike

3
4

lanes everywhere.

5

Make them wait.

6

then they'll drive off at 60 miles an hour anyways because

7

we're in LA and that's what they do?

Make the cars wait.

They'll wait for what, 5, 10 minutes and

I personally don't see why they have it designed

8
9

And you know what?

the way they do.

Obviously I'm glad that you had us all

10

here.

11

been to other meetings like this, they are not this packed,

12

so take that as maybe a little warning.

13

And from what everyone else has been saying, and I've

Like don't ignore the 2010 bike plan.

Don't ignore

14

the cyclists in Los Angeles because we're growing.

15

go to any SEQUA event, ride your bike and you'll see that

16

we're going to keep growing.

17

If you

And you are going to have to make space for us or

18

we're going to have more bodies in the streets from car

19

crashes and from hit-and-runs.

20

hit-and-run.

21

And I'm a victim of a

I used to always take (inaudible) and I got railed

22

from behind and went through someone's windshield and landed

23

in their passenger seat.

And you know what?

That little

24

strip on the ground of paint didn't save me.

You want to

25

put up a divider and divide two fast cars driving at each
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1

other, but you're just going to put a piece of paint down

2

and not protect us.

3

MS. PADILLA:

4
5

I think that's just ridiculous.

Marc Caswell, Karen Knapp, and Steve

Isaacs.
MR. DANDINO:

Hi.

My name is Charles Dandino, and I

6

live in Silver Lake and ride my bike to work in Pasadena

7

every day where I'm an engineer.

8

but that's actually a good point.

9

We're not all soulless,

We do work typically in metrics and we have our

10

heads in a spreadsheet, and it's important to pull your head

11

out of that spreadsheet and realize that this is a personal

12

issue and people are on the line.

13

So I would like to ask not that everybody ride

14

their bicycle in the dark and the cold and the rain home

15

tonight, but those of you who don't ride bikes even just in

16

your car, in your car with the seatbelt secured and the

17

crumple zone and the airbags, ride at a bike pace.

18

Just over the bridge and back in where the bike

19

lane would be and see how you feel about it.

20

pace is 12 to 15 miles an hour especially up that hill,

21

probably slower.

22

exposed, protected by your cars.

23

Thank you.

24
25

MS. KNAPP:

Just get a sense for that.

Hi.

You know, bike

Not fully

That's my only request.

My name is Karen Knapp and I'm a

member of the Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, but
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1

I'm here as a private citizen.

I've heard so many things

2

and now that I'm here, I don't even know what I'm going to

3

say.
But I think it's a tough situation we're in because

4
5

that bridge is one of two streets that gets us from either

6

Hollywood or Silver Lake into Glendale and on freeways and

7

it is a main thoroughfare, and I think it would be tough to

8

make it one lane each way.
Maybe it could work, but I keep thinking that if we

9
10

have a good pedestrian pathway that bicyclists could also

11

use that.

12

to do anything with.

13

there.

14

well because everybody has to go up over the hill.

However, there is the tunnel that is too narrow
Even pedestrians can't get through

So I think there needs to be a solution for that as

So I don't think it's that big a deal to have

15
16

400 feet that bicyclists have to deal with the pedestrian

17

lane because they're going run into an obstacle when they

18

hit the tunnel.
But frankly, I would a love to see some sort of

19
20

transportation between Atwater and Silver Lake like an

21

electric bus that would get us over the bridge and we could

22

communicate with each other in a more ecologically sound

23

way.

24
25

And I just don't know if there's a way that
pedestrians, cars, and bicyclists all satisfied on that one
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1
2
3
4

little old bridge.
MS. PADILLA:

Thank you.
Karen Barnett, Jeff Jacobberger, Jonathan

Edewards.
MR. ISAACS:

Hey, how's it going?

My name's Steve

5

Isaacs and I'm a resident of Hollywood which sucks.

6

sucks there to ride a bike.

7

some great history, but it's a difficult place to get

8

around.

It's very congested.

I love coming over to the east side.

9

It
It's got

It's a better

10

place.

It's growing so fast in the 20 plus years I've lived

11

here.

12

such a beautiful vision of what could happen with these two

13

connected areas, Silver Lake and Atwater Village.

It's wonderful to see what's happening.

And Tom had

I've chosen to become a bicycle commuter because I

14
15

hit personal critical mass with the expense, the

16

inconvenience, with hating my city, with hating Los Angeles

17

by being in a car, and I've become a bicycle commuter and I

18

love it.

19

I love it, love it, love it.
I love everything about it except the danger.

20

danger is pronounced.

21

not a bicyclist then you're probably almost hitting one all

22

of the time.

23

be so much more powerful, and we could really, like, show

24

what we -- how we can transform this place.

25

It's obvious.

It's clear.

The

And this city can be so much greater.

Let me leave you with this:

If you're

It can

This is a seismic
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1

refit of the bridge.

2

taken out by a motorist on that bridge than I am of an

3

earthquake.
Hi.

I am so much more afraid of being

4

MS. BARNETT:

My name is a Karen Barnett.

I'm a

5

resident of Atwater.

6

confused about this bridge a little bit, but I have two

7

bikes and two cars.

8

an NEV and it tops about 26.

I actually live on the river, and I am

But one of my cars is electric and it's

And I drive over that because it's rated for 35

9
10

miles per hour or less, and cars do go a little fast.

But

11

as a walker, cars go a little fast; and as a cyclist, cars

12

go a little fast.
So I think that the whole problem is that cars go

13
14

too fast.

You have to change the drivers along with the

15

bridge for safety as much as you can, but it really is a

16

river issue.
And why I came here was to actually ask about the

17
18

sound studies because sound mitigation is needed for Atwater

19

Village because the construction project is three years

20

long.
And I couldn't find any sound sensors along the

21
22

river; 50 feet, 100 feet, 300 feet, whatever you guys use

23

from the bridge.

24

necessary because we have a lot of noise concerns.

25

you.

I think they're missing.

I think they're
Thank
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1

MR. EDEWARDS:

Hi.

Good evening.

My name is Jonathan

2

Edewards, and I'm here representative of the Pasadena

3

Complete Streets Coalition in Pasadena.

4

reasons to pursue complete streets.

5

better for the environment.

There's so many

It's healthier.

It's

The earth's resources are limited, and there simply

6
7

is no more room for more people driving more automobiles.

8

We must have complete streets.

9

pedestrians, cyclists, autos, people of every age and

10

Streets designed for

ability.
And, you know, this bridge affects not just the

11
12

residents of Atwater, Glendale, and Silver Lake.

It affects

13

all of us in Southern California because the way that we

14

design our public resources in our public infrastructure

15

perpetuates the mode of travel.
It's an investment in a way of life and a way of

16
17

travel.

18

it's going to make -- it's going to encourage people to

19

drive more.

20

going to prevent people from walking and from biking.

21

So if we design this bridge for autos primarily,

It's going to force people to drive more.

It's

If we invest in creating a better quality of life,

22

invest in people reclaiming public spaces, then that will

23

encourage reclaiming public space not just in this area, but

24

it will serve as an inspiration, an example, and a shift in

25

a paradigm of how we expect what's considered normal life in
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1

Greater Los Angeles.
Please redesign the bridge for complete streets.

2
3
4
5

MS. PADILLA:

Andres Miyares, Dee Dee Wei, and Veronica

Jayreou.
MR. JACOBBERGER:

Good evening.

My name is Jeff

6

Jacobberger.

7

Atwater Village.

8

hard work is really being threatened by bicyclists showing

9

up at the 11th hour and seeming to disrupt this project.

10

I'd just like to say a word to the folks from
I realize you feel like all your years of

But the only reason the bike advocates are showing

11

up at the 11th hour is because nobody asked our opinion

12

until the 11 hour.

13

the conversation from the beginning, we'd have a good

14

project that we can all agree on and can move forward with.

15

And I think if we'd all been included in

There's a lot of good things in this project that

16

you worked for like the revised exit off the 5 that keeps

17

people from doing that whip around Glen Feliz.

18

bicyclists and pedestrians appreciate your concern and your

19

effort and your work on a lot of those design elements.

20

And I think

However, the problem with ISCA is it rests on the

21

premise that the absence of bike lanes is equivalent to bike

22

lanes, and that's just not true.

23

And it's especially true on a road that curves like

24

the Hyperion Bridge because the problem is, you know,

25

whatever the merits might be of a lane with a wide shoulder

91

1

on a straightaway, when you do that on a curve, all that

2

means is that cars go faster because they cut the corner on

3

that curve.

4

I ride my bike on Riverside Drive in Toluca Lake

5

all the time, and the scariest part of that drive is that

6

one little corner I have to take where Riverside curves to

7

the right and cars are, you know, whip really close to the

8

curb to make that corner.

9

I would just say your proposal of a three-foot or

10

four-foot buffer, that's not wide enough to be a bike lane.

11

And bicyclists are going to have to take the lane, but all

12

the motorists are going to think there's a bike lane, and

13

you're just going to create road rage against bicyclists and

14

really threaten us.

15

There's an ability to put bike lanes on the bridge

16

and bike lanes need to be on the bridge so that bicyclists

17

can safely cross.

18

MR. MIYARES:

Hello.

My name is Andres Miyares.

I live

19

in Highland Park, but I go to school at Marshall.

20

day -- well most days when I ride my bike to school, I'm

21

going across the Hyperion Bridge.

22

not a fun experience.

23

So every

And to be honest, it's

There's that one kind of like turn where cars are

24

hugging the corner and you're just like oh, please, I hope I

25

don't get hit.

And that's really the point.

Oh God, I
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1

feared for my life ten times just going across that bridge.

2

And then getting on the sidewalk too is a really

3

hard thing because you have to -- there's like -- there's

4

Glendale that's going down here and then Hyperion that's

5

going down here, so you have to stay on one of those lanes

6

and then you have to go to that little median, pick up your

7

bike, get on the sidewalk.

8
9

And then again there are kids who are walking to
Marshall or whatnot, so you have to then again get off your

10

bike, and then you have to walk up the stairs.

11

treacherous stairs.

12

I'd prefer that to be there.

13

just want my bike ride to school to be a peaceful place and

14

I don't want to die someday just going school.

I don't want -- if there's a bike lane,
I really hope that happens.

15

MS. WEI:

16

to the City.

17

year, and I currently live in Silver Lake.

18

Hi.

The

My name is Dee Dee Wei.

I

Thank you.

I'm actually new

I've been here for just a little bit over one

I just first want to say how scary it is to hear

19

all these near-death accidents and hit-and-runs, but I think

20

it's great that we're having this conversation tonight.

21

It's been really awesome to see how many people show up.

22

Thank you for taking the time to listen.

23

But to echo to what everyone else has said or most

24

everyone else, the plan is incomplete and can be improved

25

by making it more friendly for pedestrians and bicyclists.
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1

So, you know, although my history here with LA has been

2

short -- I've only been here for one year.

3

it here.

And now I love

4

I can imagine making a life here, but it took me 3

5

to 6 months to appreciate the City because every time I got

6

in my car, every time I went on a walk, or every time I went

7

on a run, I was filled with hate, fear, and stress.
So I really hope that LA can move away from that

8
9

stereotype as a city that is, you know, stuck in its cars an

10

stuck in traffic and spend more time in their cars than

11

socializing with people and toward a city that actually

12

builds community.
Because it's not just about safety.

13

It's about

14

building community and, yeah, making it safe for everyone.

15

Thank you.

16

MS. PADILLA:

I have five more cards.

So it's Elson

17

Trinidad, Hyeran Lee, Wesley High, Erik Tompkins, Daniel

18

Barr, and Peter Safonov.

19

Okay.

20

MS. JAYREOU:

Hi.

And I think that's it; right?

My name is Veronica Jayreou.

21

volunteer at the bike event in Cypress Park.

22

along everywhere.

23

driving fast.

24

scariest bridge to go over.

25

I

I bike all

I also drive my car, and I do like

But I really do think that this is the

I've been over it maybe once or twice like five
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1

years ago, and it was the scariest thing in my -- like

2

first, the road is cut up.

3

then there's cars just going, like, 50 miles an hour behind

4

you.

5

Autobahn of a block to a great community.

There was so many potholes.

So I feel like this is a chance to change that

There's great plans over there where the bike --

6
7

there's a center way for bikes.

8

could be really -- it can be a good thing.

9

alternatives to all these bridges are -- all the river

10

If that's done well, it
Also, the

path, which right now is really dangerous.
It's as dangerous as the Below Nut path.

11
12

beat up.

13

just on the river path.

14

gang members, but we can can't get them all.

15

retaliating towards all the bicyclists.

16

And

People get

We've had a number of our volunteers get beat up
And we've had to put away a lot of
So now they're

So the bike path is really dangerous.

It's not a

17

great alternative, and this could be -- if we change this to

18

a really safe place for bicyclists, safe place for

19

pedestrians, make it more green, make it a place where

20

people want to be at, then we can really change.

21

This can be the bottom stone of just changing the

22

city completely.

We're already on its way with (inaudible)

23

doing so well and more people are getting on their bikes.

24

And I feel bad promoting bikes if the City does not

25

change -- I can't believe that Tom LaBonge put this through.
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1

We gave him a golden spoke like five years ago.

2

revoke that golden spoke for him just passing this through.

3

I cannot believe it.
Hello.

I want to

I mean -- thank you.

4

MS. LEE:

My name is Hyeran Lee.

5

planning at UCLA.

6

County Bicycle Coalition.

I study urban

I also do an internship in Los Angeles

I first want to mention that we are in the era of

7
8

complete streets strategy era and of Los Angeles River

9

Renovation -- in the process of Los Angeles River Renovation

10

plan and also thousands of miles of bike lanes on the -- in

11

the bicycle master plan.
And in this era, the City is proposing this

12
13

dangerous bridge that will eventually harm all users on the

14

street.

15

million, it's going to be a great opportunity for both

16

communities at the edge of the bridge and also all the users

17

in Griffith Park and other LA River.

18

And I also want to mention that since we have $50

If you make it complete street -- if you apply

19

complete street strategy and then improve the accessibility

20

to the LA River and then these great amenities in Griffith

21

Park, then we're going to -- we can increase public health

22

benefits and also maximize the benefits that these amenities

23

that these villages have can offer.

24
25

MR. TRINIDAD:

Good morning.

I'm from east Hollywood.

Thank you so much.

My name is Elson Trinidad.

The corridor is not just -- we're
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1

not just talking about a single street between two

2

neighborhoods.

3

stretching from west Hollywood all the way to Laverne Hills.

We're talking about a whole corridor

So this is a very important link for all the

4
5

communities involved.

6

motorist.

7

exclusive.

What a concept.

We're not exactly mutually

As a cyclist, I echo all the sentiments that have

8
9

I'm here as both a cyclist and a

been said before and also want to add that this isn't a bike

10

plan and without common sense linkages, the bike plan would

11

not work.

12

works as a motorist.

13

As a motorist, I don't think the traffic plan

I think it's too fast.

When I drive down the

14

bridge, I'm treated to a wonderful view of Glendale and

15

San Gabriel mountains, and I think if you drive too fast,

16

you miss out on the view.

17

You might want to slow down.

You also have a wonderful business district along

18

Glendale Boulevard that you're going to miss out on if

19

you're driving too fast.

20

down the bridge northbound, you're only to going to stop at

21

Glenhurst at the red light where the street divides into

22

various lanes.

23

Not to mention if you're careening

So and also as a pedestrian, you know, we talk

24

about safe routes to school.

I went to Marshall High.

A

25

lot of friends who grew up in Atwater Village had to walk
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1

the bridge, and I think it's obviously dangerous to walk the

2

bridge.

3

I think it's more dangerous to walk the bridge than

4

even bike it.

So to close, this bridge was built in the

5

20th century.

We need to look at 21st century solutions.

6

We need a solution that benefits all users of transport to

7

go across the bridge.

8
9

MR. HIGH:
cycle a lot.

Thank you.

Good evening.

My name is Wesley High.

I drive a lot.

I live in Los Angeles.

I
I live

10

in Silver Lake.

11

We have, like, vibrant pedestrian, cycling, outdoor life,

12

and this bridge is just like freeway connecting them both.

13

This bridge connects two great communities.

When I drive across it, it doesn't seem right to

14

drive that fast.

When I ride across it, it doesn't seem

15

right for them to be driving that fast.

16

good opportunity to change the plan and incorporate bike

17

lanes, incorporate pedestrian sidewalks, wider sidewalks.

18

I forgot what else I was going to say.

I think it is a

Should have

19

written it down.

20

very dangerous on the bridge, and this is a very important

21

opportunity because now's your chance to do it.

22

But I just want to emphasize that it's

We have elected officials who supported this bridge

23

in their video, but now they're off talking to other people

24

like White House right now with our mayor talking about how

25

we need to revitalize the river.

Which this is, I think,
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1
2

part of the river even though it goes across the river.
You look down upon the river, you enjoy the river,

3

and you can sit on the bridge and view the river.

4

O'Farrell has also Tweeted like six hours ago that we are

5

supporting the LA River revitalization.

6

that in their videos, but I think there's a bigger picture

7

we need to take advantage of.

8
9

MS. TOMPKINS:

Hello.

Mitch

So they may say

Thank you.

My name is Erin Tompkins.

again, thank you guys for hearing us out tonight.

Once

As a

10

commuting cyclist and driver, and now a licensed

11

motorcyclist even though I don't have a motorcycle yet, I

12

believe that we need to encourage safety all around.

13

And this is a good chance to do that, to actually

14

have some sort of building block to where all bridges and

15

all roads should try to obtain to.

16

good chance right now to do something like that.

17

should I say?

18

You guys have a really
What

Biking not only reduces traffic, but it encourages

19

citizens to be healthier.

20

the capitol of bikes, imagine pedestrians and tourists going

21

further than Hollywood Boulevard because that can get really

22

old really quickly and riding bicycles and seeing what we

23

have to offer.

24
25

Not to mention that if we make LA

With that said, I encourage a lot of my non-cycling
friends to go biking all the time and give them tours of LA
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1

usually like very friendly streets like 7th Street, which

2

has a cool bike lane.

Just getting there is its own thing.

One of the streets we avoid is Hyperion Boulevard

3
4

because it's -- if you're not experienced and you don't know

5

how to take someone buzzing you, you can easily get super

6

hurt, and I would never want to see one of my friends do

7

that.

So one of my suggestions for making it safer I'd

8
9

I've seen it before.

say from my hometown of D.C. which is Rock Creek Park

10

Parkway where they shut it down during rush hour just to go

11

one way in each direction.
But if that's too radical, mostly just slowing down

12
13

the speed limit on Hyperion would help out enormously

14

because when -- if you ever do -- many people here do bike,

15

getting buzzed is the worst feeling ever because you feel as

16

though this could be it or anything can happen; the wind can

17

just push you into a wall.

18

And I've seen it happen.

19

and I hope you can make this user friendly.

20

MR. BARR:

Good evening.

So thank you guys again,

My name is Daniel Barr.

I'm

21

a resident of Pasadena.

22

get here tonight, and I'm grateful to be here and not in an

23

emergency room.

I do not support the proposed plan.

I think it is flawed, and I support an alternative

24
25

I rode over the Hyperion Bridge to

plan.

I agree with a lot of the people that came up and
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1

spoke tonight that the current plan is not safe and that the

2

alternative should be considered.

3

MS. SAVAGE:

Hi.

Thank you.

My name is Kathryn Savage, and I

4

strongly oppose the current plan for a few reasons.

5

concern I want to -- want to point out is that includes the

6

median barrier.

7

One

And if there's an accident on the bridge and one

8

side gets blocked by cars, how will an emergency vehicle get

9

through on the other side and through the barrier?

I also

10

oppose it because it does not provide safe, equal access to

11

pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers.

12

All of us deserve to be able to ride safely across

13

the bridge.

14

like the LA River and pedestrian/bike bridges is nice, but

15

they're not replacements for city streets.

16

with few exits, entrances, and often very few people

17

especially at night.

18

I want to point out that taking separated paths

They're isolated

As a young woman, it makes me nervous to ride on

19

them alone at night.

20

my bike on city streets through the community safely, and

21

this proposal has to reflect that right to safety which

22

means at the very least much slower car speeds, bike lanes,

23

full sidewalks, and full crosswalks.

24
25

MR. SAFONOV:
in Studio City.

Fortunately, I have the right to ride

My name is Peter.

Thank you.
I'm a bicycle mechanic

More importantly, I'm a road user in
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1

Los Angeles, and as a cyclist and a motorist in LA, I feel

2

failed by the posed language.

3

why.

4

be made even worse is just appalling to me.

As a cyclist, it's obvious

It's already a scary ride, and the idea that it could

And as a motorist, I also feel failed because it's

5
6

another reminder that motorists like myself and so many

7

others are taught to be entitled to the road and that more

8

vulnerable road users are not to be considered.
I was reminded of this when I took my drivers test.

9
10

There was no mention of any bicyclists in any of the

11

questions.

12

a bicyclist being harassed by a motorist when he was trying

13

to make a legal left turn.

14

time a cyclist I know is hit by a motorist.

15

You know, I see this all the time.

I was reminded of this on my way here when I saw

And I'm reminded of this every

As a mechanic,

16

every time a bicycle is hit by a car, I see what happens to

17

the bicycle and the person, and it's heartbreaking.

18

this bridge is just another reminder of this toxic culture

19

that teaches selfishness to those in power and the

20

vulnerable road users just need to get out of the way.

21

Thank you.

22

MR. BISAHAH:

23

card.

24

afterward.

25

plan.

My name is Mark Bisahah.

And

I submitted a

They forgot to call it, so I will fill it out
I want to say that I'm in favor of the current

The faster we can move cars, the better.

Come on,
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1

this is 1955.
Our Buicks and Mercurys have the latest safety

2
3

technology like in vacuum drum breaks.

4

happy motoring utopia that we all deserve, we need to make

5

it fast and easy for motorists to get wherever they want to

6

go and get there now.
So let's look to the future.

7

If we're to create a

Let's enter the 1960s

8

with modern, car-centered bridge that's designed for the

9

fastest possible speeds.

10

MR. BRADY:

Great work.

Thank you very much.

Thank you.
That concludes the

11

hearing.

12

comments tonight, you can always do that until November 7th.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

And as I said, if you didn't submit written

(Hearing concluded at 8:25 p.m.)

Appendix 4

Letter Comments
APPENDIX F-4: Letter Comments

LETTER COMMENTS DATABASE
1) Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
2) Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
3) Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
4) Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
5) Non-specific approval
6) Non-specific disapproval
7) This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
8) Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
9) Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety Policy
10) Enhance safety for everyone
11) There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
12) There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
13) Preserve the historic bridge design
14) There should be wider sidewalks
15) Address traffic congestion
16) Consider proposed alternative designs
17) Provide accessibility to LA River
18) Provide a public hearing
19) Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park
20) Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash barrier
21) We would like to participate in advisory board
22) Security Measures for Pedestrian Bridge
23) On demand traffic light at I-5 exit
24) What are the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
25) Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
26) Keep the median barriers in the plan.
27) Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction.
28) Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge.
29) Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes.
30) Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
31) Provide noise mitigation during construction.
32) Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
33) Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
34) Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
35) Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and handicapped
36) Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east end of bridge complex
37) Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
38) A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
39) Review flood maps
Email Date

ZIP Code

1

2

3

4

131017 1110-2

No.

LAWalks

Murphy

Deborah

losangeleswalks@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

131017 1243-1

LA River Revitalization Corp

Salazar

Marlene

msalazar@larivercorp.com

10/10/2013

90065

131024 0827

Friends of Griffith Park

Hans

Gerry

gerry@friendsofgriffithpark.org

10/23/2013

Not available

131029 1029

The Oaks HOA

Schweich

Caroline

gerryhans51@gmail.com

10/29/2013

90029

X

131029 1607

Alliance of River Communities

Huezo

Hector

h.l.huezo@gmail.com

10/28/2013

Not available

X

X

Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition

Bruins

Eric

eric@la-bike.org

10/3/2013

Not available

X

X

Atwater Village Chamber of Commerce

Lopez

Luis

luis@lopezautomotive.com

10/31/2013

90039

131031 0855-1

Add'l. No.

131007 1001

131031 1553-2

Organization (if provided)

Surname

First Name

Email Address

131106 1545-1

131108 0847-1, 131108 0849-3

Friends of LA River

MacAdams

Lewis

leweye@gmail.com

11/6/2013

Not available

131106 1545-2

131107 1306-3

Bicycle Advsisory Committee of the City of Los Angeles

Jacobberger

Jeff

roadblock@midnightridazz.com

11/6/2013

Not available

131107 1307-1

130930 0829-1

Bledsoe

James

jamesbleds0e@yahoo.com]

9/26/2013

Not available

9

10

11

12

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

8

X

X

X

X
X

13

14

15

16

X

X

X

X

X

X

17

18

19

20

X
X
X

X

X

X

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

X
X
X

X

X

X
X

X

21

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

Angelenos for a Great Hyperion Bridge (Chatten-Brown)

Chatten-Brown

Josh

jrcb@cbcearthlaw.com

11/7/2013

90254

X

X

EnrichLA

O'Grady

Tomas

tomasogrady@enrichla.org

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

Kapoor

Daveed

daveed@racdb.com

11/7/2013

90039

X

X

X

Silverlake Neighborhood Council

Millar/Ringuette

Rusty/Barbara

mail@folar.org

11/7/2013

90015

X

X

X

131017 1106-4

7

X

131107 1555
131108 0855

6

X

X

131107 1448

131118 1138

5

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
Los Angeles Walks Comments on Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of
Bridges Improvement Project
Dear Ms. Podesta,
Los Angeles Walks is concerned that the proposed design for the Hyperion Ave viaduct will
not be safe and inviting for pedestrians and cyclists. We suggest improvements to the
design to create a bridge that is safe for all users. Los Angeles Walks is a pedestrian
advocacy organization dedicated to promoting walking and pedestrian infrastructure in Los
Angeles, educating Angelenos and local policymakers concerning the rights and needs of
pedestrians of all abilities, and fostering the development of safe and vibrant environments
for all pedestrians. We view the viaduct as an important link between two walkable Los
Angeles communities – Los Feliz/Silver Lake and Atwater where linkages are very limited
due to the Los Angeles River and Interstate 5. It is therefore extremely problematic that the
proposed project is designed to freeway standards at 55 miles per hour, with a crash barrier
and wide vehicle lanes that tend to encourage fast driving. These design standards are not
appropriate in urban settings and would disadvantage pedestrians and cyclists and be a
safety hazard for all users. Fortunately, modifications to the distribution and width of
facilities on the right of way can significantly improve the viaduct as a complete street and
provide a vital community connection.
A More Walkable Viaduct Design
There are a number of factors that have been shown to make streets safe and inviting
places to walk. On roads with busy vehicle traffic, pedestrians need separate facilities,
direct routes, safe places to cross the street and surroundings that feel safe. As required by
law the viaduct project calls for a sidewalk on one side of the Hyperion Viaduct. If, however,
the roadway is designed with wide lanes and a crash barrier so as to allow and encourage
fast driving, many residents will not feel comfortable walking on the sidewalk. Perceived
safety and comfort are very important to pedestrians and the rush of cars moving at near
	
  

	
  

freeway speeds next to sidewalks will discourages walking. Calming the traffic on the
viaduct through design changes is essential to making it a good pedestrian environment.

	
  

Removing the median crash barrier, not super-elevating turns, and using lane widths
appropriate for an urban setting rather than for a rural highway lane will provide a calmer
and more pedestrian-friendly traffic environment This allows for wider sidewalks and for bike
lanes on both sides of the bridge. The cross section should be as follows (design by Los
Angeles County Bike Coalition - LACBC):

69’ Hyperion Viaduct Cross-Section

58’ Hyperion Avenue Cross-Section (under Waverly)

	
  

	
  

	
  
Additional Crossings and Safety Measures
We appreciate the addition of a new pedestrian walkway across the former red car trolley
piers and encourage its construction as it provides important connections to the Los Angeles
River Ped-Bike Path. The addition of this walkway does not reduce the need to make the
Hyperion viaduct, the most direct route across the river and the freeway, into a safe and
welcoming route for pedestrians and cyclists. Walking is the lowest speed form of mobility
and there is research showing that walkers are not likely to use bypasses and indirect routes
(they will hopefully use the pedestrian walkway to access the river.)
Enhanced pedestrian crossings are needed to allow pedestrians to safely cross the often
high-speed traffic between Hyperion Avenue and Glendale Blvd. The proposed project does
not provide access to the single-side Hyperion Avenue sidewalk from the south side of
Glendale Boulevard. A signalized crosswalk with refuge areas across both streets at the
east end of the bridge complex would allow pedestrians to cross safely and would also
assist cyclists.
A Complete Street
Los Angeles Walks encourages Caltrans and LADOT to listen to community voices calling
for a safe viaduct rather than a freeway-style design. We look forward to working with you to
create a rehabilitated bridge that promotes safe transportation for all.
Please feel free to contact me if your have any questions or concerns. My contact
information is listed above.
All the best,

Deborah Murphy, Executive Director
Cc:
Honorable Eric Garcetti
Honorable Tom LaBonge
Honorable Mitch O’Farrell
Eric Bruins, LACBC
Margot Ocanas, LADOT Pedestrian Coordinator
Michelle Mowery, LADOT Bike Coordinator
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October	
  10,	
  2013	
  
	
  
Ms.	
  Tami	
  Podesta,	
  Branch	
  Chief	
  
Division	
  of	
  Environmental	
  Planning	
  
California	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation	
  District	
  7	
  
100	
  South	
  Main	
  Street	
  	
  
Los	
  Angeles,	
  CA	
  90012	
  
	
  
RE:	
  Glendale	
  Boulevard-‐Hyperion	
  Avenue	
  Complex	
  of	
  Bridges	
  
Improvement	
  Project	
  	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Ms.	
  Podesta,	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  River	
  Revitalization	
  Corporation,	
  I	
  write	
  to	
  
express	
  our	
  concerns	
  about	
  the	
  modernization	
  plan	
  for	
  the	
  Hyperion	
  Ave	
  
viaduct	
  that	
  excludes	
  safe	
  cyclist	
  and	
  pedestrian	
  infrastructure.	
  Bridges	
  
are	
  critical	
  connection	
  points	
  in	
  our	
  transportation	
  network	
  and	
  should	
  
safely	
  accommodate	
  both	
  motorized	
  and	
  non-‐motorized	
  modes	
  of	
  
transport.	
  We	
  believe	
  the	
  Hyperion	
  Ave	
  viaduct	
  should	
  provide	
  
pedestrian	
  and	
  cyclist	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  existing	
  10	
  miles	
  LA	
  River	
  Greenway.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  LA	
  River	
  Corp	
  is	
  a	
  non-‐profit	
  venture	
  charged	
  with	
  catalyzing	
  
responsible	
  real	
  estate	
  and	
  related	
  economic	
  development	
  along	
  the	
  Los	
  
Angeles	
  River.	
  We	
  apply	
  an	
  entrepreneurial	
  approach	
  to	
  the	
  
implementation	
  of	
  the	
  LA	
  River	
  Revitalization	
  Master	
  Plan,	
  our	
  blueprint	
  
to	
  restore	
  the	
  river’s	
  ecological	
  functions	
  and	
  transform	
  it	
  into	
  a	
  valuable,	
  
celebrated	
  resource	
  for	
  the	
  City.	
  In	
  addition,	
  our	
  major	
  campaign,	
  
Greenway	
  2020,	
  calls	
  for	
  a	
  continuous	
  51-‐mile	
  non-‐motorized	
  corridor	
  
along	
  the	
  LA	
  River,	
  which	
  would	
  connect	
  communities	
  from	
  Long	
  Beach	
  
to	
  Canoga	
  Park.	
  This	
  includes	
  safe	
  linkages	
  to	
  existing	
  neighborhood	
  bike	
  
and	
  pedestrian	
  networks.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
LA	
  River	
  Corp	
  acknowledges	
  the	
  proposed	
  improvements	
  to	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  
LA	
  River	
  Bike	
  Path.	
  	
  The	
  new	
  ramp	
  completing	
  the	
  interchange	
  with	
  
Glendale	
  Boulevard	
  in	
  particular	
  is	
  a	
  valuable	
  contribution	
  to	
  the	
  City’s	
  
bikeway	
  network.	
  However,	
  this	
  improvement	
  does	
  not	
  supersede	
  the	
  
even	
  more	
  critical	
  need	
  to	
  provide	
  east-‐west	
  connectivity	
  across	
  the	
  LA	
  
River	
  and	
  5	
  Freeway.	
  That	
  connectivity	
  can	
  only	
  be	
  through	
  Hyperion	
  
Avenue.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  promote	
  and	
  fully	
  use	
  the	
  proposed	
  bridge,	
  the	
  
current	
  project	
  must	
  be	
  reevaluated	
  and	
  be	
  designed	
  with	
  adequate	
  width	
  
for	
  bicyclists	
  and	
  pedestrians.	
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The	
   LA	
   River	
   Corp	
   implores	
   you	
   to	
   rethink	
   the	
   existing	
   plans	
   for	
   the	
  
Hyperion	
  Ave	
  Viaduct.	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  greatest	
  barrier	
  to	
  safe	
  bicycle	
  and	
  pedestrian	
  
access	
   across	
   the	
   5	
   Freeway	
   and	
   LA	
   River.	
   Safe	
   and	
   convenient	
  
transportation	
  options	
  are	
  critical	
  along	
  the	
  LA	
  River	
  corridor.	
  	
  

	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  consideration.	
  
	
  
	
  

Sincerely,	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Omar	
  Brownson	
  
Executive	
  Director	
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October 24, 2013

Dear Mayor Garcetti, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Ms.
Podesta,
Friends of Griffith Park wishes to raise its concerns with current plans for the HyperionGlendale viaduct complex crossing the Los Angeles River. Griffith Park encompasses
land on both sides of the Los Angeles River and is a resource for all Los Angeles citizens.
The Hyperion Avenue Bridge can be an important component for many routes to Griffith
Park via various transit modes for Angelenos from communities on both sides of the
River. The current bridge renovation plan seems to prioritize automobile traffic to the
detriment of other transit modes. This would limit access to passive recreation resources
and would adversely impact communities adjacent to the bridge. It appears inconsistent
with both the 2010 LA Bike plan and hopes for the Los Angeles River.
Friends of Griffith Park hopes that the plan can be improved. The Hyperion Bridge can
accommodate multiple transit modes and provide green routes between Los Angeles
communities and businesses, Los Angeles River parks, the Los Angeles River Path, and
Griffith Park.
We applaud the project’s sensitivity to preservation. An even better appreciation for the
viaduct’s historic beauty can be achieved by providing safe access for slower-going
transit modes.
Sincerely,

Gerry Hans
President
www.friendsofgriffithpark.org
gerry@friendsofgriffithpark.org

PO Box 29155
Los Angeles, CA 90029-0155

October 28, 2013

Tami Podesta
Division of Environmental Planning
California Dept. of Transportation District 7
100 S. Main St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Re: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge complex
Dear Ms. Podesta,
The Oaks Homeowners Association would like to express its concerns with current plans for the
rehabilitation of the Glendale Hyperion viaduct, particularly with plans for Hyperion Avenue.
While the Los Feliz Oaks are not directly adjacent to the Los Angeles River or this complex,
Hyperion Avenue is a major route across the River for Oaks Residents who frequently shop, eat,
and visit friends in Silver Lake and Atwater Village.
We see parallels in these Hyperion Avenue plans with misguided and thankfully unsuccessful
attempts to widen Los Feliz Boulevard in our community decades ago. Plans to widen
automobiles lanes, install a concrete median, remove sidewalks, provide no bike paths, and
provide incomplete pedestrian crossings on Hyperion Avenue are inconsistent with Caltrans
complete streets policies and the 2010 Los Angeles Bike Plan and visions for the Los Angeles
River. These plans will be harmful both to adjacent communities and to visitors and residents
hoping to access the LA River or to cross it via green transportation modes.
This project sets important precedent. Please renovate the Hyperion Avenue Bridge with 21st
Century thinking considering all transit modes and considering effects on adjacent areas.
Sincerely,

Caroline Schweich
President
cc: Mayor Garcetti, Councilmember Tom LaBonge, Carolyn Ramsay, Councilmember Mitch
O'Farrell

Alliance of River Communities
Arroyo Seco NC | Atwater Village NC | Boyle Heights NC
Eagle Rock NC | Elysian Valley Riverside NC | Glassell Park NC
Greater Cypress Park NC | Greater Echo Park Elysian NC
Historic Highland Park NC | LA 32 NC | Lincoln Heights NC
Los Feliz NC | Rampart Village NC | Silver Lake NC

October 25, 2013: Press Contact: Hector Huezo, H.L.Huezo@gmail.com
Dear City of Los Angeles Board of Public Works,
At a regular meeting of the Neighborhood Council Alliance of River Communities, the member representatives of the
alliance consented on submitting the following resolution regarding the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex
of Bridges Improvement Project:
WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has made great strides to improve accessibility for pedestrians, cyclists, and
motorists on streets throughout the city; and
WHEREAS, the current project proposal for the Historic Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement Project outlines several improvements to the existing viaduct complex, including improved pedestrian,
bicycle and motor vehicle travel through widening of Glendale Boulevard Bridges; realignment of the northbound I-5 offramp; a new pedestrian bridge; a new bike path access ramp; and reconfiguration of the Hyperion roadway and
sidewalks, among other improvements; and
WHEREAS the current improvement project could potentially fall short of realizing a multi-modal transit route,
particularly for the lack of a bicycle lane on Hyperion Bridge, the elimination of sidewalk on the bridge’s east side, and
high speed limit, all of which must be taken into account for a bridge system that is safe for all and further connects the
neighborhoods of Atwater Village, Silver Lake and Hollywood; and
WHEREAS the improvement project has the potential to fulfill the objectives of the Mayor of Los Angeles’ Great
Streets Program, which focuses on improving selected corridors the city through coordinated efforts of several city
departments, including the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA); and
WHEREAS a plan that fulfills the aims of the Great Streets Program, the 2010 City of Los Angeles Bicycle Plan, and
CalTrans policy, including adequate sidewalk space and bicycle lanes, could further solidify the neighborhoods of
Atwater Village, Silver Lake, and Hollywood as motor- pedestrian- and cyclist-friendly neighborhoods of Los Angeles;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alliance of River Communities calls on the California Department of
Transportation and the City of Los Angeles to address the challenges of the current Historic Glendale BoulevardHyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project proposal to building complete, multimodal streets in
accordance with existing policies and in fulfillment of their commitment to improving transportation access and safety
for all residents of Los Angeles.
Sincerely,
The Neighborhood Council Alliance of River Communities, ARC

Facebook.com/ARCLosAngeles | @ARCLosAngeles | ARC@EmpowerLA.org

Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition
634 S. Spring St. Suite 821
Los Angeles, CA 90014
Phone
213.629.2142
Facsimile 213.629.2259
www.la-bike.org

October 3, 2013
Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project
Compliance with Complete Streets Policy & 2010 Bicycle Plan
Dear Ms. Podesta,
The Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC) has grave concerns about the proposed
project to modernize the Hyperion Ave viaduct without safe accommodations for bicyclists.
Bridges are critical linkages in any transportation network and should be designed with a clear
purpose of connecting communities, but instead of connecting the vibrant walkable and bikeable
communities of Silver Lake and Atwater Village, the proposed project would construct a freewaylike viaduct that perpetuates unsafe conditions and isolates Angelinos from the community
destinations they would like to access on foot and by bike. Such a project has no place in presentday Los Angeles and is incompatible with City, State, and Federal policy.
2010 City of Los Angeles Bicycle Plan
The 2010 Bicycle Plan, a chapter of the City’s Transportation Element, sets long-term objectives
for development of the City’s multimodal transportation system. LACBC led the charge for the
plan’s adoption and is a careful steward of its implementation. As the proposed project’s life is
longer than the Bicycle Plan’s horizon, consistency with the Bicycle Plan is a relatively simple
determination of whether the project provides the facilities identified in the Bicycle Plan or not. In
this case, the Bicycle Plan calls for bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue and a bike route on Glendale
Boulevard. The proposed project, however, only includes the bike route on Glendale with no
accommodations on Hyperion Avenue.
LACBC explicitly acknowledges the proposed improvements to access to the LA River Bike Path.
The new ramp completing the interchange with Glendale Boulevard in particular is long overdue
and a valuable contribution to the City’s bikeway network. However, this improvement does not
supplant the even more critical need to provide east-west connectivity across the LA River and 5
Freeway. That connectivity can only be provided by Hyperion Avenue. LACBC rejects the IS/EA’s
assertion that the project is consistent with the 2010 Bicycle Plan without such accommodation on
Hyperion Avenue. Furthermore, this inconsistency with the 2010 Bicycle Plan is a significant
impact under CEQA on both Land Use and Planning and Traffic and Transportation/Pedestrian
and Bicycle Facilities. The IS/EA is also deficient for failing to distinguish between the operational
characteristics of bicyclists and pedestrians, or analyzing required widths for shared-use facilities.
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Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1)
As this project includes a portion of the State highway system and is subject to Caltrans’s
delegated NEPA authority, Caltrans staff reviewing the project are responsible for adherence to
Deputy Directive-64-R1 (Complete Streets), which “views all transportation improvements as
opportunities to improve safety, access, and mobility for all travelers in California” and calls on all
agency staff to provide “for the needs of travelers of all ages and abilities in all planning,
programming, design, construction, operations, and maintenance activities and products on the
State highway system.”
This policy reflects a clear intent not just to include elements that benefit bicycling and walking, but
to actually provide for the mobility needs of bicyclists and pedestrians. A bridge project that does
not provide safe accommodation across the entire span of the project cannot be deemed to be
consistent with this policy, despite local access improvements on one end of the project area. A
bridge modernization spanning from Atwater Village to Silver Lake must also provide for the safe
and convenient mobility of pedestrians and bicyclists between the two communities.
FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)
The proposed project is majority federally funded through the Highway Bridge Program and subject
to Federal-aid highway regulations, including (emphasis added):
The safe accommodation of pedestrians and bicyclists should be given full consideration during the
development of Federal-aid highway projects, and during the construction of such projects. The special
needs for the elderly and the handicapped shall be considered in all Federal-aid projects that include
pedestrian facilities. Where current or anticipated pedestrian and/or bicycle traffic presents a
potential conflict with motor vehicle traffic, every effort shall be made to minimize the detrimental effects on
all highway users who share the facility. On highways without full control of access where a bridge deck is
being replaced or rehabilitated, and where bicycles are permitted to operate at each end, the bridge shall
be reconstructed so that bicycles can be safely accommodated when it can be done at a reasonable cost.
Consultation with local groups of organized bicyclists is to be encouraged in the development of bicycle
projects.
LACBC calls on the project to safely accommodate bicycles in a dedicated facility as provided in
the City’s Bicycle Plan and consistent with State and Federal policies cited above.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Must Be Safe, Convenient, and Comfortable
The policy imperative to include bicycle and pedestrian facilities is clear, but it is not sufficient to
squeeze in minimum facilities in a City that intends to encourage bicycling and walking as modes
of transportation. The project must be reimagined to achieve the appropriate prioritization of
modes within available right-of-way. Special care must be taken when design assumptions for one
mode imperil the safety and comfort of another. Specifically, a reduction in design speed to that
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appropriate for a city street will not only provide a safer facility for all users in and of itself, but also
leave adequate width for enhanced facilities for bicyclists and pedestrians.
At a lower design speed, freeway-scale safety countermeasures are no longer appropriate.
Removing the median crash barrier, not super-elevating turns, and striping urban lane widths will
provide a calmer traffic environment that does not encourage motorists to pick up speed before
entering the communities on either end of the viaduct. Community stakeholders consistently
reiterated the need for such calming during project scoping. Super-elevating the roadway would
lock in the proposed cross-section and preclude the future reallocation of right-of-way. The
median crash barrier would also prevent emergency vehicles from navigating around backed up
traffic. If absolutely necessary, a less intensive median treatment, such as Qwick Kurb®, can
provide a similar deterrent to head-on collisions with a narrower profile, leaving more width for
bicycle and pedestrian facilities while still allowing for emergency vehicle access.
LACBC believes the following cross-section is more appropriate for multimodal travel across the
viaduct:
69’ Hyperion Viaduct Cross-Section

58’ Hyperion Avenue Cross-Section (under Waverly)
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Additional Safety Measures for Pedestrians and Bicyclists
Special attention must also be given to either end of the span to ensure safe approaches for
pedestrians and bicyclists to the facilities on the viaduct. The existing merge at the east end of the
bridge complex is particularly hazardous in its current configuration. Adding bicycle lanes to the
viaduct will necessitate advanced design to assist bicyclists transitioning from Hyperion Avenue to
Glendale Boulevard and vice versa.
At this same location, enhanced pedestrian crossings are necessary to allow pedestrians to safely
cross often high-speed traffic. The proposed project does not provide access to the single-side
Hyperion Avenue sidewalk from the south side of Glendale Boulevard. This configuration would
require pedestrians to choose among walking several blocks out of their way, taking a circuitous
route, or braving high-speed traffic without a crosswalk.
A crosswalk spanning both Glendale Boulevard and Hyperion Avenue at the east end of the bridge
complex would remedy these safety issues for both pedestrians and bicyclists. This crosswalk
should be signalized and have refuge areas in the gore points between the merges. If designed
well, this treatment would allow confident bicyclists to merge with traffic while giving less-confident
bicyclists an opportunity to stop at a refuge and use the crossing to resume travel. Innovative
treatments such as a bicycle left turn pocket could assist bicyclists merging from westbound
Glendale to westbound Hyperion.
A Complete Streets Approach is Warranted and Feasible
If the above suggestions are incorporated, this rehabilitation project can leave a legacy that both
respects the structure’s historical significance and modernizes the viaduct to meet future travel
needs. The current viaduct is the greatest barrier to safe bicycle and pedestrian access across the
5 Freeway and LA River. LACBC implores the City to implement its Bicycle Plan and provide its
residents with safe and convenient transportation options in this critical transportation corridor.
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. I am available to discuss these concerns at
your convenience.
Sincerely,

Eric Bruins
Planning and Policy Director

October 30th, 2013
Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
RE: HYPERION VIADUCT RETROFIT AND RESTORATION PROJECT
To Whom It May Concern:
The Atwater Village Chamber of Commerce strongly advocates that all consumers have safe and easy
access to the business establishments of all our members, especially those located on Glendale Blvd –
Atwater’s “main street” commercial corridor.
Our Hyperion Bridge provides that easy and reliable access for many consumers, mostly motorists, visiting
Atwater Village. This is especial true for those motorists visiting from the Silver Lake and Los Feliz
communities.
However the bridge has started to show its age; it's in dire need of restoration and seismic retrofitting. As
such, the Atwater Village Chamber wholeheartedly supports the current project proposal as it now
stands without any “road diet” or vehicular lane reduction. We find that the plan already includes
numerous vehicular, pedestrian and cyclist safety features. Some of those safety features include a
35MPH speed limit, the realignment of the Interstate 5 freeway off-ramp and a pedestrian / bike bridge
over the Los Angeles River on the old Red Car pylons. In addition, the project will restore all historical
elements of the bridge and retrofit it to weather large earthquakes.
More importantly, we find that the current plan will continue to provide consumers easy and reliable
access to our "main street" commercial corridor. This plan is right for everyone... for pedestrians, cyclists
and motorists.
Thank your consideration.
Atwater Village Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 39754
Los Angeles, CA 90039
board@atwaterchamber.org
818.732.1413

Bicycle Advisory Committee
of the City of Los Angeles
October 7, 2013
Tami Podesta
Branch Chief, Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
Re:

Glendale Boulevard‐Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project Initial
Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration/ Environmental Assessment and
Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation

Dear Ms. Podesta:
The Bicycle Advisory Committee of the City of Los Angeles (“BAC”) was established in 1973 “to act in an
advisory capacity to . . . the various agencies of the . . . City of Los Angeles in the encouragement and
facilitation of the use of the bicycle as a regular means of transportation and recreation.” Since adoption
of the 2010 Bicycle Plan by a unanimous vote of the Los Angeles City Council, the BAC has also been
charged with monitoring the “progress of Bicycle Plan implementation.” Policy 3.2.1. We take
seriously our obligation to ensure that Los Angeles’ elected and appointed officials fulfill their duties to
fully implement the Bicycle Plan.
The California Department of Transportation (“Caltrans”) and the City of Los Angeles (“City”) propose to
rebuild the Hyperion Avenue bridge and viaduct over the Los Angeles River and Interstate 5 (the
“Hyperion Bridges”), to rebuild the Glendale Avenue bridges over the Los Angeles River (the “Glendale
Bridges”), and make other changes such as modifications to freeway ramps to/from Glendale Boulevard
to I‐5.
Caltrans and the City propose to rebuild the Hyperion Bridge and the Glendale Bridges without providing
bicycle lanes on any bridge. Thus, the project fails to safely accommodate those who need to bicycle
between (1) Atwater Village, other Northeast Los Angeles communities, and the City of Glendale on the
east side of the Los Angeles River; and (2) Hollywood, Silver Lake, and other parts of Los Angeles on the
west side of the River.
In an effort to avoid full‐scale review of this project under the California Environmental Quality Act
(“CEQA”) and the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”), Caltrans and the City have prepared the
Glendale Boulevard‐Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project (“Project”) Initial Study
with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration/ Environmental Assessment and Programmatic Section
4(f) Evaluation (“IS/EA”). The IS/EA recognizes that the 2010 Bicycle Plan calls for bicycle lanes on the
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Hyperion Bridge, but states without analysis that the Project’s refusal to do so nevertheless is
“consistent with the [2010 Bicycle] plan because bicyclists can use the shoulder.”
The BAC emphatically rejects the assertion that wide shoulders are equivalent to bicycle lanes; they
are not. The IS/EA ignores applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations that require full
accommodation of bicyclists, including: the 2010 Bicycle Plan, Caltrans’ Complete Streets Policy, and
Federal Highway Administration (“FHWA”) routine accommodations regulations.
Without bicycle lanes on the Hyperion Bridge and Glendale Bridges, the Project creates significant
adverse impacts for bicyclists. Thus, Caltrans and the City must either revise the Project to include
bicycle lanes, or prepare a complete Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) and Environmental Impact
Statement (“EIS”) to fully and fairly evaluate the impact of the proposed project on bicyclists and
consider alternatives that would fully accommodate bicyclists in all aspects of the Project.
The Proposed Project Fails to Include Bicycle Lanes on the Hyperion or Glendale Bridges, Both
of Which Are Critical Links for Bicyclists Across the Los River and Interstate 5
The Glendale‐Hyperion Bridge Complex consists of a network of bridges, streets, and freeway ramps
which cross and connect to the Los Angeles River (including the River Bikeway) and Interstate 5. Both
Hyperion Avenue and Glendale Boulevard are important links for local and regional bicycling.
The Los Angeles River, Interstate 5, and the steep hills immediately west of Riverside Drive all create
substantial physical barriers for bicyclists who need to travel safely between Atwater Village and the rest
of Northeast Los Angeles and Hollywood/Silver Lake. The Hyperion Bridge, in particular, allows bicyclists
to reach Silver Lake, Los Feliz, and Hollywood without climbing the short, steep hills that must be scaled
on Glendale Boulevard or Fletcher Drive. However, Glendale Boulevard is also an important facility for
bicyclists. It provides the most direct route between Atwater Village and portions of Silver Lake, Echo
Park, Historic Filipinotown, Westlake, and other neighborhoods. Because Glendale Boulevard intersects
with, rather than crosses over Riverside Drive, it provides important access to destinations along
Riverside Drive that, because of Interstate 5, cannot be accessed easily from the River Bikeway.
Despite the importance of these connections for local and regional bicycling, the Project does not
include bicycle lanes on either Hyperion Avenue or Glendale Boulevard.
Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made
That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
The Project is subject to CEQA, under California law, and NEPA, under federal law, both of which require
fair and unbiased review of potential environmental impacts of projects before the project may be
approved. Here, Caltrans and the City propose to certify a Mitigated Negative Declaration (“MND”)
based upon the IS/EA, and therefore to avoid the requirement to prepare a full EIR/EIS.
Of particular relevance here, Caltrans and the City must evaluate whether the proposed project
“conflict[s] with adopted policies, plans or programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian
facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such facilities?”

Tami Podesta
Comments re Hyperion‐Glendale IS/EA
Page 3 of 9
In Taxpayers For Accountable School Bond Spending v. San Diego Unified School District, 215 Cal. App.
4th 1013 (2013), the court summarized the legal standard applicable to Initial Studies:
[T]he [California] Supreme Court has recognized that CEQA requires the preparation of
an EIR ‘whenever it can be fairly argued on the basis of substantial evidence that the
project may have significant environmental impact.’ (No Oil, Inc. v. City of Los
Angeles (1974) 13 Cal.3d 68, 75 [118 Cal. Rptr. 34, 529 P.2d 66]; see also Laurel Heights
Improvement Assn. v. Regents of University of California (1993) 6 Cal.4th 1112, 1123 [26
Cal. Rptr. 2d 231, 864 P.2d 502].) Thus, if substantial evidence in the record supports
a ‘fair argument’ significant impacts or effects may occur [and will not be mitigated], an
EIR is required and a negative declaration cannot be certified.” (Quail Botanical Gardens
Foundation, Inc. v. City of Encinitas (1994) 29 Cal.App.4th 1597, 1601–1602 [35 Cal. Rptr.
2d 470], fn. omitted.) CEQA “creates a low threshold requirement for initial preparation
of an EIR and reflects a preference for resolving doubts in favor of environmental review
[(i.e., an EIR)] … .” (Sierra Club v. County of Sonoma (1992) 6 Cal.App.4th 1307, 1316–
1317 [8 Cal. Rptr. 2d 473] (Sierra Club).)
In short, Caltrans and the City must prepare an EIR if the refusal to include bicycle lanes conflicts with
adopted policies regarding bicycle facilities, and that a “fair argument” can be made, based on
“substantial evidence,” that the proposed mitigation measure – wide curb lanes – does not reduce the
adverse impact on bicyclists to a level of insignificance. Application of this standard compels rejection of
the IS/EA.
Federal, State and Local Regulations Require Caltrans and the City to Fully Accommodate
Bicyclists on the Hyperion Bridge and Glendale Bridge
Numerous statutes and regulations require full accommodation of bicyclists – including full and fair
consideration of the costs and benefits of bicycle lanes – on the Hyperion Bridge and Glendale Bridges.
Federal Requirements
This Project involves the expenditure of federal funds. It therefore requires compliance with the
following Federal Highway Administration (“FHWA”) regulation:
The safe accommodation of . . . bicyclists should be given full consideration during the
development of Federal‐aid highway projects, and during the construction of such
projects. Where current or anticipated . . . bicycle traffic presents a potential conflict
with motor vehicle traffic, every effort shall be made to minimize the detrimental
effects on all highway users who share the facility. On highways without full control of
access where a bridge deck is being replaced or rehabilitated, and where bicycles are
permitted to operate at each end, the bridge shall be reconstructed so that bicycles can
be safely accommodated when it can be done at a reasonable cost. Consultation with
local groups of organized bicyclists is to be encouraged in the development of bicycle
projects. (23 C.F.R. § 652.5, emphasis added.)
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Here, the IS/EA merely contains a conclusory (and inaccurate) statement that a wide shoulder is
equivalent to a bicycle lane. Instead of reflecting “full consideration” of bicyclists, it reflects no
consideration of the safe accommodation of bicyclists seeking to travel anywhere other than the Los
Angeles River Bikeway. The bridges do not have full control of access, and bicyclists are permitted under
California law to operate at each end of each bridge. Therefore, the bridges must be reconstructed to
safely accommodate bicyclists, especially because this can be accomplished at little to no additional
cost.
Neither Caltrans nor the City consulted with the Bicycle Advisory Committee during the planning
process. To our knowledge, neither Caltrans nor the City consulted with any other bicycle advocacy
organization, including the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition. The BAC fails to understand how
Caltrans and the City can give “full consideration” to the needs of bicyclists without consulting with
organizations established precisely for this purpose.
State Requirements
Because of Caltrans’ involvement, this Project is subject to the State of California’s “Complete Streets”
policy, set forth in Deputy Direction DD‐64‐R1, which has been official Caltrans policy for five years,
since October 2008. Because the IS/EA does not even mention, much less discuss, this policy, the
environmental analysis is by definition incomplete and inadequate.
The Complete Streets Directive establishes the following policies (with our emphasis):





“The Department views all transportation improvements as opportunities to improve safety,
access, and mobility for all travelers in California and recognizes bicycle, pedestrian, and transit
modes as integral elements of the transportation system. . . . Addressing the safety and
mobility needs of bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit users in all projects, regardless of funding, is
implicit in these objectives.”
“The intent of this directive is to ensure that travelers of all ages and abilities can move safely
and efficiently along and across a network of ‘complete streets.’”
The “California Vehicle Code . . . and Streets and Highways Code . . . identify the rights of
bicyclists and pedestrians, and establish legislative intent that people of all ages using all types
of mobility devices are able to travel on roads. . . . Therefore, the Department and local agencies
have the duty to provide for the safety and mobility needs of all who have legal access to the
transportation system.”

In furtherance of these policies, Caltrans must:



“Ensure bicycle, pedestrian, and transit user needs are addressed and deficiencies identified
during system and corridor planning, project initiation, scoping, and programming.”
“Ensure projects are planned, designed, constructed, operated, and maintained consistent with
project type and funding program to provide for the safety and mobility needs of all users with
legal access to a transportation facility.”
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As discussed below, the Project plainly is not designed to meet the needs of bicyclists of all ages and
abilities. The IS/EA is therefore deficient.
City Requirements and Policies
“The 2010 [Bicycle] Plan is a comprehensive update of the City’s existing Bicycle Plan. …. The 2010 Plan
is a part of the Transportation Element of the City’s General Plan and is the City’s blueprint for
meeting the needs of all bicyclists. (Bicycle Plan, ch. 1, p. 17 (“Purpose”).) In particular:
The 2010 Plan is to be used by: the City Council, the Mayor, the City Planning
Commission, the Board of Transportation Commissioners, the Board of Public
Works, the City’s Bicycle Advisory Committee, other concerned governmental
agencies … . For City policymakers this 2010 Plan provides: a reference to be
used in connection with their actions on various City development matters as
required by law; guidance for decisions regarding allocation of funding for bicycle
projects and programs; and technical guidance for the development and
implementation of facilities.

The 2010 Bicycle Plan explicitly requires the City to “consider bicycle facilities when designing or
retrofitting bridges.” Policy 2.3.1. Other than the inaccurate, conclusory statement equating shoulders
with bicycle lanes, the IS/EA contains no indication that the City considered bicycle lanes on the
Hyperion Bridge or Glendale Bridges.
The 2010 Bicycle Plan explicitly includes proposed bicycle lanes on Hyperion Boulevard. The proposed
Project therefore conflicts with the transportation element of the City’s General Plan.
The 2010 Bicycle Plan calls for bicycle lanes along the entire 4.5 mile length of Glendale Boulevard,
from the Glendale City Limit to its southerly terminus at 1st and 2nd Streets, except for the short portion
of Glendale Boulevard that crosses the Los Angeles River and Interstate 5. It seems evident that the
Bicycle Plan’s omission of bicycle lanes from this short stretch of Glendale Boulevard reflects the existing
configuration of these bridges, rather than a deliberate decision to override the numerous policies
requiring full accommodation of bicyclists – i.e., bicycle lanes – on the Glendale Bridges. Rather, the
Bicycle Plan, when read as a whole, indicates that the City should seize this opportunity to close a short
gap in what otherwise would be a continuous 4.5 mile bicycle lane along the entire length of Glendale
Boulevard.
The IS/EA states that, under the Project, both Glendale Bridges “would be restriped to accommodate a
6‐foot shoulder.” This is wider than the 5‐feet that the City of Los Angeles generally requires for a
bicycle lane. On the Glendale Bridges, it appears that Caltrans and the City are designing the bridge
retrofit so that bicyclists could be fully accommodated, but are flatly refusing to make such an
accommodation. This is unacceptable.
Caltrans and the City Arbitrarily Selected Auto‐Centric Design Standards
In large part, the failure to include bicycle lanes in the Project appears to stem from a decision by
Caltrans and the City to engineer the project for a motor vehicle design speed of 55 mph, far above the
appropriate maximum speed of 35 mph on these urban streets. This decision explains why the Project
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includes an exceptionally wide and sturdy center barrier and minimum lane widths of 12 feet, far above
what is necessary for safe driving on urban streets.
The Project appears to be designed around engineering standards established by the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), which have been roundly criticized
for applying freeway‐based standards to urban streets and failing to accommodate bicyclists and
pedestrians. The FHWA has explicitly approved use of more bicycle‐ and pedestrian‐ friendly standards
set forth in publications from the National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO), which
are tailored to urban streets like Hyperion Avenue.1
The selection of freeway‐oriented design standards is particularly inappropriate here. The portion of
Glendale Boulevard immediately north of the Project constitutes part of the Atwater Village Pedestrian‐
Oriented District;2 the Silver Lake‐Echo Park‐Elysian Valley Community Plan includes a policy to
“preserve existing pedestrian‐oriented commercial areas” along “Hyperion Avenue from Rowena
Avenue to Griffith Park Boulevard.”3
The IS/EA emphasizes the need to protect pedestrians from the “safety hazards caused by high‐speed
vehicular traffic.” The BAC questions why Caltrans and the City therefore do not consider important to
discuss or analyze the importance of protecting bicyclists from that high‐speed vehicular traffic. Instead,
Caltrans and the City have decided to subject bicyclists to even faster vehicle speeds. That does not
improve conditions for bicyclists; that makes conditions worse for bicyclists.
The selection of design standards matters a great deal in this case. If a more appropriate motor vehicle
design speed is chosen, five feet of the Hyperion Bridge’s width need not be devoted to a crash barrier,
and lane widths could be reduced to 10 or 11 feet. In that case, there would be ample room for marked
bicycle lanes, and full accommodation of bicyclists on the Hyperion Bridge.
A Wide Shoulder Is Not Equivalent To A Bicycle Lane
The Project’s 14‐Foot Curb Lanes on the Hyperion Bridge May Not Be Shareable
The IS/EA states that the Project will include 14‐foot curb lanes on the Hyperion Bridge, and that motor
vehicles and bicyclists can share such lanes. There is substantial evidence that this conclusion does not
adequately state or analyze the impact to bicyclists of the proposed Project.
The Federal Highway Administration – the source of funds for this project and the source of the
requirement that bicyclists be fully accommodated – also funds the Pedestrian and Bicycle Information
Center at the University of North Carolina (“PBIC”). The PBIC states that the recommended width of a
shareable lane is at least 14 feet, the width of the lane included in the Project. However, the PBIC states
that the “measurement should be from the edge line or joint of the gutter pan to the lane line.”4 It
appears from the IS/EA that the 14‐foot lane is measured from the curb. While the drawings are not
detailed, it seems unlikely that the Hyperion Bridge would be constructed without drains or a gutter
1

See http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/guidance/design_guidance/design_flexibility.pdf
http://cityplanning.lacity.org/complan/othrplan/pdf/atwatertxt.pdf.
3
http://cityplanning.lacity.org/complan/pdf/SlkCPTXT.pdf, at pages III‐17 & III‐18.
4
See http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/engineering/facilities‐widelanes.cfm (retrieved October 7, 2013).
2
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pan. In any event, it is not clear from the IS/EA that Caltrans or the City appropriately applied the 14‐
foot shareable lane standard.
Moreover, the IS/EA ignores the fact that portions of the Hyperion Bridge have a long grade that would
enable bicyclists to pick up speed in the downhill direction. It also ignores the City’s practical inability to
keep curbs free of debris on streets like Hyperion. The PBIC states that a 15‐foot width is preferred for a
shared curb lane “where extra space [is] required for maneuvering (e.g. on steep grades) or to keep
clear of . . . obstacles.” In short, the IS/EA fails to explain how Caltrans and the City determined that, in
this particular context, a 14‐foot curb lane is shareable.
Bicycle Lanes Provide Important Safety Benefits to Bicyclists and Motorists
In general, the lack of exposure data – how many bicyclists ride on particular streets and how the
number of bicyclists changes when infrastructure is added – has made it difficult to determine whether
bicycle lanes improve safety for bicyclists. However, at least two recent studies show that marked
bicycle lanes make street safer for bicyclists.
A comprehensive study of bicycle collisions resulting in emergency room visits found that marked lanes
on major roads without curb parking, such as the Hyperion Bridge, provide a significant safety benefit
over unmarked roadways such as those proposed by Caltrans and the City. (Teschke, et al. Route
Infrastructure and the Risk of Injuries to Bicyclists: A Case‐Crossover Study. American Journal of Public
Health: December 2012, Vol. 102, No. 12, pp. 2336‐2343.) Another study of bicycle lanes in New York
City found no increase in the number of bicycle collisions after the installation of bicycle lanes, despite
the increased number of bicyclists. (Chen, et. al. Evaluating the Safety Effects of Bicycle Lanes in New
York City. American Journal of Public Health: June 2012, Vol. 102, No. 6, pp. 1120‐27.) Thus, the authors
suggested that bicycle lanes actually reduced the collision risk.
Observations of bicyclist and motorist behavior on streets with marked bicycle lanes explain why they
are considered to offer safety benefits. The NACTO Bikeway Design Guide states that bicycle lanes:
 Create separation between bicyclists and automobiles;
 Increase predictability of bicyclist and motorist positioning and interaction; and
 Visually remind motorists of bicyclists’ right to the street.
More simply, when there is a striped bicycle lane and a narrow travel lane, both bicyclists and motorists
“know their place” and generally adjust their speeds to stay in their marked lanes, rather than weaving
about in a wide curb lane. That is why the City of Los Angeles chose to enact a Bicycle Plan calling for
installation of bicycle lanes and has implemented many miles of connected bicycle lanes – instead of
relegating cyclists to the shoulder.
The Vast Majority of Bicyclists and Potential Bicyclists Prefer Bicycle Lanes
A shared lane is not equivalent to a bicycle lane. That might be true for experienced bicyclists who are
comfortable riding in mixed‐flow lanes, but is most certainly not true for the vast majority of existing
and potential bicyclists who clearly prefer well‐defined bicycle lanes. All of the policies cited above
require Caltrans and the City to accommodate all bicyclists.
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“Goal One” in the 2010 Bicycle Plan is to “increase the number and types of bicyclists who bicycle in the
City.” Good bicycle planning recognizes that bicyclists fall into various categories based on their
experience and skill level, which translates into their comfort level riding on various types of bicycle
facilities.
At pages 36‐37, the 2010 Bicycle Plan uses the Federal Highway Administration’s “A. B and C”
categorization of bicyclists. Advanced Category “A” riders “are typically comfortable riding with motor
vehicle traffic.” However, even many advanced riders are not comfortable sharing a lane with motor
vehicles on a roadway with a design speed of 55 mph – as Caltrans has stated is the case with the
Hyperion Bridge. Basic Category “B” adult riders “prefer designated facilities such as bicycle lanes or
wide shoulder lanes on busier streets.” Children or Category C riders generally require “well‐defined
pavement markings between bicycles and motor vehicles.
The Southern California Association of Governments (“SCAG”) is the federally‐recognized Metropolitan
Planning Organization charged with developing a Regional Transportation Plan (“RTP”) for six Southern
California counties. SCAG’s 2012 RTP includes an Active Transportation Component describing (as does
the City of Los Angeles Bicycle Plan) three categories of bicyclists5:
(1) Fully‐Confident Cyclists, who are confident sharing lanes with traffic in almost all conditions.
These make up about 1% of the population. (Again, we note that many otherwise fully‐
confident cyclists will not ride on a roadway with a design speed of 55 mph.)
(2) Enthused and Confident Cyclists, who “prefer using designated bicycle facilities” and who
“comprise the majority of the tremendous growth in commuter cycling in Portland after
investments were made in bicycling infrastructure.” These make up about 7% of the
population.
(3) Interested But Concerned Cyclists, who “make up the majority of cyclists.” “They would ride
if they felt safer on the roadways” and “if cars were slower and less frequent.” “These
riders tend to use sidewalks, school grounds, parks, bicycle lanes, and Class I bicycle paths
as their preferred riding environments.” “Older teenagers also fall into this group.” These
make up about 60% of the population.
In short, by designing the Hyperion Bridge for a speed of 55 mph, the Project will accommodate only a
tiny fraction of bicyclists. That falls far short of complying with policies requiring Caltrans’ and the City’s
best efforts to accommodate all bicyclists.
The IS/EA acknowledges that the Project fails to accommodate bicyclists of all ages and skill levels by
stating, with respect to both bridges, that “bicycle use on the roadway is primarily used for
transportation as a commuter route of the local transportation system.” The IS/EA provides no evidence
to support that assertion. Moreover, even if the statement were true, it would prove nothing more than
that the existing bridges – lacking bicycle lanes – discourage all but the most confident cyclists. The
IS/EA’s statement can fairly be read as an admission that the lack of bicycle lanes – something the IS/EA
proposes – discourages all but the most confident and expert cyclists.

5

SCAG’s RTP is at http://rtpscs.scag.ca.gov/Documents/2012/final/SR/2012fRTP_ActiveTransportation.pdf.
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The IS/EA states that a large share of the pedestrians on the Hyperion Bridge appear to be students who
attend John Marshall High School on the south side of the bridge, but who live on the north side of the
bridge in Atwater Village (page 2‐41). It is therefore logical to assume that Marshall High students
represent a significant portion of potential bicyclists. The City, State, and Federal governments have
policies of encouraging walking and bicycling to school.6 The Hyperion Bridge in particular should be
designed to accommodate high school age bicyclists. The IS/EA’s failure to analyze or discuss significant
impacts on this important population makes the document legally inadequate.
Sidewalks on Hyperion Avenue Cannot Substitute for Bicycle Lanes
Because the IS/EA admits that the post‐Project roadways on the Hyperion Bridge and Glendale Bridges
will accommodate only a tiny minority of highly‐confident bicyclists, the IS/EA seems to implicitly argue
that other bicyclists can be accommodated on the bridges’ proposed sidewalks. However, the new
sidewalks cannot accommodate bicyclists.
First, the proposed sidewalks are far too narrow to be shared by bicyclists and pedestrians, particularly
on the Hyperion Bridge where bicyclists can travel very quickly in the downhill direction.
***
The Bicycle Advisory Committee regrets that this letter is necessary. We would have preferred for
Caltrans and the City to consult with BAC and LACBC during the design process to develop a project that
truly meets the needs of Los Angeles’ bicyclists. Caltrans and the City should revise the Project to include
bicycle lanes on the Hyperion Bridge and the Glendale Bridges. Should they choose to take that path, the
BAC looks forward to working with Caltrans and the City to revise the Project. In the alternative, BAC
believes that the IS/EA fails to adequately analyze the adverse impacts on bicyclists, and requests that
Caltrans and the City prepare an EIR/EIS.
Respectfully,

Jeff Jacobberger
Chair, Bicycle Advisory Committee
of the City of Los Angeles, for the unanimous Committee
cc:

6
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See http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/

The Hyperion Bridge Project needs to be redesigned. The Redesign of all future public works projects
need to embrace a new and progressive set of criteria. First: Water must be treated as a resource to be
slowed and kept on site, instead of moving into the ocean as fast as possible. Two: Paved road ways
must be designed to embrace as many different uses as possible. The term complete streets in all of its
many aspects must become an excepted term of art.
In keeping with the above two part design colloquium the Hyperion design project needs an
extensive and complete reassessment. Beginning at Rowena heading northerly on Hyperion Ave.,
transform the 60 feet currently of utilized as four lanes of automotive, light trucks, and buses into one
lane north and down hill with two lanes south and up hill. This will accommodate; three 11 foot lanes
for automobiles, two 6 foot bicycle lanes, two 3 foot separations to be placed between the cars and
bicycle /pedestrian space and two 4 foot pedestrian sidewalks. These new pedestrian and bicycle
accommodations will require shade trees, permeable pavement, water catchments and road separation
from the fast automotive traffic. The water catchments are to be designed to absorb all rain, at rates;
of up to 4 inches in one week, 12 inches in one month or a potential 50 inches in one year. The
absorption area will be the entire 100 feet of city right of way and any other current feed areas that can
not be adsorbed and kept in the grounds where those rains fall.
The entire length of Hyperion from Rowena to Glendale Blvd and all other roads connected
with this project must be constructed to accommodate cars, bicycles and pedestrians, water and
plantings must also be considered from the above standard. Any existing regulation countermanding
these design criteria will need to be reviewed for life safety concerns. City municipal code and zoning
requirements can be granted variances and modifications as necessary. There are already several state
water conservation requirements that require similar conservation strategies on private property. We
are asking to apply those standards to this and all future public works projects. AB 1358 is germane
here. As are several other recently enacted legislative directives. Please come to understand that the
base line design criteria needs to be, how will our grate grand children's grate grand children be
affected by our actions today?

This early view of the nearby Colorado Street Bridge clearly shows cyclists two abreast, and pedestrians using
sidewalks on both sides of the bridge. This is how these bridges were intended to be used. The use of the bridge is

as valid historically as the design of the balustrade, and every effort should be made to restore and preserve this
important structure both in form and function.

CHATTEN-BROWN & CARSTENS
TELEPHONE:(619) 940-4522
FACSIMILE: (310) 798-2402

2200 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY
SUITE 318
HERMOSA BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90254
www.cbcearthlaw.com

E-MAIL:
JRCB@CBCEARTHLAW.COM

November 6, 2013
Via E-mail (Tami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov); Original to Follow
Tami Podesta
Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Re: Comments on Initial Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative
Declaration/Environmental Assessment for Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion
Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project.
Ms. Podesta:
On behalf of Angelenos for a Great Hyperion Bridge, we provide these comments
on the Initial Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration / Environmental
Assessment (“IS/EA”) for the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement Project (“Project”). Angelenos for a Great Hyperion Bridge fully supports
the renovation and improvement of the Glendale Boulevard and Hyperion Avenue bridges.
However, the Project, as currently proposed, fails to adequately provide for bicycle and
pedestrian access along the Project’s roadways.
As currently proposed, the Project would modify the Hyperion Avenue bridge by
adding a center median barrier, consolidating the existing two sidewalks into a single
sidewalk, and widening the four mixed automobile travel lanes to 12-feet and 14-feet
lanes. The Glendale Boulevard bridges would be widened approximately eight feet as
well, providing wider automobile lanes. There would be no separate designated bicycle
lanes on either street.
The IS/EA fails to adequately analyze the Project’s consistency with the 2010 Los
Angeles Bicycle Plan, fails to adequately analyze the Project’s circulation impacts, and
improperly defers the formulation of mitigation measures that could ensure the safety of
all users of the Project, including bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists. Therefore, the
City must either modify the Project to provide for access for all users of the roadway,
including pedestrians and bicyclists, or prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to
fully analyze the Project’s impacts on pedestrian and bicycle users. An EIS is required as
well.
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Angelenos for a Great Hyperion Bridge proposes a feasible alternative that would
provide adequate space for bicyclists and pedestrians. As described in more detail below,
this alternative would create a 3-lane automobile travel lane configuration, which would
allow for dedicated bicycle lanes and American Disabilities Act compliant sidewalks on
both sides of Glendale Boulevard and Hyperion Avenue.
A.

The Initial Study and Environmental Assessment Are Incomplete,
Misleading, and Inadequate, and the Failure to Adequately Analyze the
Project’s Impacts on Pedestrians and Bicycles Requires the Preparation
of an EIR and EIS.

A lead agency's initial study is intended to provide the lead agency with adequate
information regarding a project to determine the appropriate environmental review
document and "documentation of the factual basis for the finding in a negative declaration
that a project will not have a significant effect on the environment." (Center for Sierra
Nevada Conservation v. County of El Dorado (2012) 202 Cal. App. 4th 1156, 1170,
citations omitted.) Failure to adequately analyze all of a project's potentially significant
impacts or provide evidence to support conclusions reached in the initial study is a failure
to comply with CEQA. The conclusions reached by the initial study must be supported by
information in the record. (Lighthouse Field Beach Rescue v. City of Santa Cruz (2005)
131 Cal.App.4th 1170, 1201.)
“If there is substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the lead agency,
that a Project may have a significant effect on the environment, an environmental impact
report shall be prepared.” (Public Resources Code § 21082.2, subd. (d).) “[S]ince the
preparation of an EIR is the key to environmental protection under CEQA,
accomplishment of the high objectives of that act requires the preparation of an EIR
whenever it can be fairly argued on the basis of substantial evidence that the project may
have significant environmental impact.” (No Oil, Inc. v. City of Los Angeles (1974) 13
Cal.3d 68, 75; Laurel Heights Improvement Assn. v. Regents of University of California
(1993) 6 Cal.4th 1112, 1123.) “There is ‘a low threshold requirement for preparation of
an EIR’ (No Oil, Inc., supra, 13 Cal.3d 68 at 84), and a ‘preference for resolving doubts in
favor of environmental review’ (Sierra Club v. County of Sonoma (1992) 6 Cal.App.4th
1307, 1316–1317). The City will be in violation of CEQA if it adopts the proposed
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Project, since there is substantial evidence
supporting a fair argument that the Project may have a significant impact on the
environment.
Similarly, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) “must be prepared if substantial questions are raised as
to whether a project may cause significant degradation of some human environmental
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factor.” (California Wilderness Coalition v. U.S. Dept. of Energy (9th Cir. 2011) 631 F.3d
1072, 1097.) The plaintiff need not show that significant effects will in fact occur, but if
the plaintiff raises substantial questions whether a project may have a significant effect, an
EIS must be prepared. (Ibid.) Courts have noted that “[t]his is a low standard.” (Ibid.)
B.

The IS/EA Fails to Adequately Analyze Consistency with the 2010 Los
Angeles Bicycle Plan.
1.

Background on 2010 Bicycle Plan.

The California Complete Streets Act (Assembly Bill 1358) requires cities updating
their General Plans to identify how they will provide for the routine accommodation of all
users of the roadway, including motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, children, individuals
with disabilities, seniors, and users of public transportation. In compliance with the
California Complete Streets Act, the City of Los Angeles prepared the 2010 Bicycle Plan
(“Bicycle Plan”), a component of the City of Los Angeles’ Transportation Element of the
City’s General Plan.
The Bicycle Plan clearly states its purpose:
The 2010 Bicycle Plan (2010 Plan) represents a new commitment by Los
Angeles to complete streets. It is part of a move away from the auto-centric
approach of the past, and toward a sustainable transportation system – a
system which supports motor vehicle use, but also enables the use of streets
by other modes, such as bicycling, walking, and transit.
(Exhibit A, 2010 Bicycle Plan, p. 9.) The Bicycle Plan also identifies the current lack of
an adequate bikeway network. “[T]he lack of support for a bikeway implementation
strategy has provided bicyclists not with an integrated and connected network of bicycle
facilities but with piecemeal segments of disconnected paths, lanes, and routes throughout
the City.” (Id., p. 110.)
2.

Standard for Determining a Project’s Consistency with the City’s
General Plan.

All counties and cities must adopt a general plan for the physical development of
their land. (Gov.Code, § 65300.) The general plan functions as a “constitution for all
future developments” and land use decisions must be consistent with the general plan and
its elements. (Citizens of Goleta Valley v. Board of Supervisors (1990) 52 Cal.3d 553,
570.) A “project is consistent with the general plan if, considering all its aspects, it will
further the objectives and policies of the general plan and not obstruct their attainment.”
(Corona-Norco Unified School Dist. v. City of Corona (1993) 17 Cal.App.4th 985, 994.)
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A project is inconsistent if it conflicts with a general plan policy that is fundamental,
mandatory, and clear. (Families Unafraid To Uphold Rural etc. County v. Board of
Supervisors (1998) 62 Cal.App.4th 1332, 1336.)
3.

The Project, As Proposed, Is Inconsistent with Bicycle Plan
Policies.

The Project location is included in the 2010 Bicycle Plan as a future designated
bicycle route and bicycle lane. Hyperion Avenue is listed as a future bicycle lane
(dedicated bicycle-only lane), and Glendale Boulevard is listed as a future bicycle route
(in-road bicycle and vehicle shared roadway). (Exhibit A, Bicycle Plan, Appendix D, p.
13 [Glendale Blvd. from Glenfeliz Boulevard to Hyperion Avenue is a future bicycle
route], p.14 [Hyperion Avenue from Greensward Road to Fountain Avenue is a future
bicycle lane].)
Objective 2.3 of the Bicycle Plan is to “Design and maintain all streets so that they
incorporate Complete Street standards.” (Exhibit A, Bicycle Plan, p. 89.) Policy 2.3.1 is
to upgrade bridges, intersections, freeway ramps, tunnels, and grade separations so they do
not impede safe and convenient bicycle passage. To comply with this policy, planners
must “consider bicycle facilities when designing new or retrofitting bridges.” (Ibid.)
The Project fails to adequately demonstrate compliance with these policies, or
provide an explanation, with supporting evidence, regarding why compliance is infeasible.
The IS/EA claims the Project adheres to the Bicycle Plan. The IS/EA makes the following
claim, without providing any analysis:
Adhering to the 2010 City of Los Angeles Bicycle Plan, the new shoulder on
Glendale Boulevard could facilitate future development of a bicycle route.
Though the proposed project will not include a bicycle lane on Hyperion
Avenue, the project is consistent with the plan because cyclists can use the
shoulder.
(IS/EA, p. 2-6 – 2-7.)
The 2010 Bicycle Plan specifically included Hyperion Avenue as a future
dedicated-only bicycle lane. The City’s claim that the Project is consistent with the
Bicycle Plan “because cyclists can use the shoulder” is meritless.
The City’s claim that the Project is consistent with the Bicycle Plan’s inclusion of
Glendale Boulevard as a future bicycle route is also meritless. The General Plan’s
Circulation Policy 2.3.1 is to upgrade bridges and freeway ramps that impede safe and
convenient bicycle passage. To comply with this policy, planners must consider bicycle
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facilities “when designing new or retrofitting bridges.” (Exhibit A, Bicycle Plan, p. 89.)
The time to implement the Bicycle Plan is when designing the retrofitted bridges, not at
some unstated future time. Moreover, the Initial Study fails to explain how a shoulder on
Glendale Boulevard could facilitate future development of a bicycle route or why the
bicycle route is not being incorporated into the Project now.
Additionally, the General Plan’s Circulation Policy 1.1.6 is to “[i]ncrease the
number of bicycle lanes and/or improve the quality of the street right-of-way for
bicyclists.” (Exhibit A, Bicycle Plan, p. 74.) With the objective of improving the safety
and quality of the bicycling experience on Major Highway Class II roadways and
Secondary roadways, the General Plan calls for City departments to update the roadways
in the Backbone Network “to incorporate modified street standards that include the
addition of bicycle lanes and/or other engineering treatments.” (Ibid.) Glendale
Boulevard is a Class II highway and Hyperion Avenue is a secondary highway. (IS/EA, p.
2-6.)
C.

The IS/EA Fails to Adequately Analyze the Project’s Circulation
Impacts.

There is substantial evidence supporting a fair argument that the Project’s
components, including wider lanes (IS/EA, p. S-2), banked turns (IS/EA, p. 2-40), and the
addition of a median barrier (IS/EA, p. S-2), may result in higher average vehicle speeds.
In turn, higher average vehicle speeds may result in a higher rate of collisions and
potential injury to pedestrians and bicyclists.
Since the first community meeting in 2002, members of the community have
expressed concern about the high rate of vehicle speeds on Hyperion Avenue and
Glendale Boulevard. (IS/EA, pp. 4-1 – 4-2.) Numerous members of the community have
further testified that while bicycling or walking across the Project site, they and their loved
ones have been severely injured. The IS/EA recognizes that there was opposition to the
lane widening due to concerns that this would result in higher vehicle speeds, which poses
a danger for pedestrians and bicyclists, as well as other drivers. (IS/EA, p. 4-2.) The
IS/EA also recognizes that there is excessive speeding on these streets. (IS/EA, pp. 1-7, 47.)
The IS/EA fails to analyze current average vehicle speeds on the Project’s streets,
nor how these speeds would change with the Project. Moreover, while the IS/EA
provides collision rates for the Interstate 5 off-ramps (IS/EA, p. 1-8), no collision rates are
provided for Hyperion Avenue and Glendale Boulevard. The current collision rates
should be compared to collision rates for the Project with these Project components
included. The IS/EA fails to adequately analyze the impact of these Project features on
pedestrians and bicyclists.
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Additionally, the Project, as currently proposed, fails to provide adequate access to
pedestrians. The Project does not provide access for pedestrians on the east end of the
bridge to the south side of Glendale Boulevard. Pedestrian safety impacts may be
significant without sidewalks on both sides of the roadways and a crosswalk across the
roadway on the east side of the Project.
D.

The IS/EA Improperly Defers the Formulation of Mitigation Measures
that Could Ensure Bicyclist, Pedestrian, and Motorist Safety.

The IS/EA claims, “The City’s Department of Transportation is considering
measures that can be implemented to reduce excessive speeding along Hyperion Avenue
on the viaduct complex.” (IS/EA, p. 4-7; see also IS/EA, p. 4-8 [showing “Address
speeding problem on Hyperion Avenue” as being “Under consideration by LADOT.”)
Mitigation measures must be incorporated into the Project before approval. However, the
deferral of mitigation measures is improper. One court explained:
[I]t is improper to defer the formulation of mitigation measures until after
project approval; instead, the determination of whether a project will have
significant environmental impacts, and the formulation of measures to
mitigate those impacts, must occur before the project is approved.
(California Native Plant Society v. City of Rancho Cordova (2009) 172 Cal.App.4th 603,
621), citing Sundstrom v. County of Mendocino (1988) 202 Cal.App.3d 296.)
Thus, the City must analyze these public safety impacts in its environmental review
documents and formulate mitigation measures before project approval.
E.

Proposed Alternatives Satisfy the Project’s Goals, Comply with the 2010
Bicycle Plan, and Eliminate Circulation Impacts.

Since the IS/EA fails to adequately analyze the Project’s impacts and there is a fair
argument that the Project may have a significant effect on the environment, an EIR and
EIS must be prepared. The EIR/EIS must then analyze Project alternatives.
The key components of the alternative supported by Angelenos for a Great
Hyperion Bridge are a 3-lane automobile travel lane configuration on Hyperion Bridge
with a two- to four-foot median buffer (narrowing to two-feet at the bridge’s narrowest
point), a buffered dedicated bicycle lane in each direction on Hyperion and Glendale
bridges, American Disabilities Act compliant sidewalks on the north and south sides of the
bridges, and a signalized pedestrian crosswalk across Glendale Boulevard and Hyperion
Avenue on the eastern portion of the bridges.
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A key project feature of this alternative incorporates what is known as a “road
diet,” which would reduce the automobile travel lanes from two lanes in each direction to
two lanes in one direction and one lane in the other direction. This would provide
additional space for dedicated bicycle lanes and ADA-compliant sidewalks.
The City has confirmed that a road diet is feasible as “one lane in each direction
would be able to adequately accommodate this traffic flow” (IS/EA, p. 2-31), even at the
construction speed limit of only 25 miles per hour (IS/EA, p. 2-32):
During the construction of the Hyperion Avenue improvements, traffic flow
would be limited to one lane in each direction for at least 11 months. The
affected segment of Hyperion Avenue would be approximately 1,800 feet
long. Table 2.4-2 shows the critical existing hourly volumes occurring
during the morning peak hour in the southbound direction (1,295 vehicles
per hour) and evening peak hour in the northbound direction (1,325 vehicles
per hour) (MGE, 2012). With these peak hour traffic volumes and the
standard traffic requirements, one lane in each direction would be able to
adequately accommodate this traffic flow.”
(IS/EA, p. 2-31 – 2-32.) Since one lane in each direction would be able to adequately
accommodate this traffic flow, the elimination of one automobile lane would not create
traffic congestion.
F.

The Project Is Inconsistent with State Policies Encouraging Modifying
Transportation Routes to Increase Use by Pedestrians and Bicyclists.

As proposed, the Project is inconsistent with state policies that encourage restriping
transportation routes to increase use by pedestrians and bicycles, even when such
restriping may reduce the route’s motor vehicle capacity. AB 2245 (Smyth), enacted by
the California Legislature in 2012, exempted environmental review for projects where a
street is restriped to include a bike lane. (Public Resource Code § 21080.20.5.) Although
public hearings, a traffic and safety assessment, and mitigation of traffic and safety
impacts is still required, an agency is no longer required to prepare an environmental
impact report if a bike lane would cause potentially significant traffic impacts. AB 417
(Frazier), signed into law just last month, exempts bicycle transportation plans prepared
for urbanized areas from CEQA compliance with respect to impacts on traffic. Therefore,
a bike lane could be included without an EIR, but if a bike lane is not included, the Project
would require an EIR.
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G.

A Previous Los Angeles Superior Court Ruling Confirms that a MND
that Fails to Adequately Study Impacts to Bicyclists is Deficient.

In 2001, our firm represented the Friends of the Los Angeles River in the case
Friends of the Los Angeles River, et. al v. City of Los Angeles (Los Angeles Superior
Court Case No. BS067338) (hereinafter “FOLAR v. City of Los Angeles”). In that case,
Petitioners argued that the adverse impact on biking on San Fernando Road and the Los
Angeles River bike path must be studied, as biking is an important alternative form of
transportation. A member of the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles County Bicycle
Coalition (“LACBC”) had testified that the widening of the road at issue in that case
would adversely impact the ability of bicyclists to use it as a bike route. Recognizing that
“residents’ observations, based on personal knowledge, may constitute substantial
evidence that a project will have a particular environmental effect” (Gentry v. City of
Murrieta (1995) 36 Cal.App.4th 1359, 1380), the Court agreed with petitioners that there
was a fair argument that the project may have a significant impact on biking. Thus, the
Court granted the petition for a writ of mandate, requiring the City of Los Angeles to
prepare an EIR before proceeding with the project. Subsequently, the project site was sold
to the State and turned into Rio de Los Angeles State Park.
Like the Project in FOLAR v. City of Los Angeles, this Project also proposes to
widen streets. Also, like the Project in FOLAR v. City of Los Angeles, numerous members
of the community and organizations, including the LACBC, have expressed their concerns
about bicycle impacts. And the MND in the present case suffers from many of the same
deficiencies as the MND in FOLAR v. City of Los Angeles.
H.

Angelenos for a Great Hyperion Bridge Joins Comments Made By
Local Officials and Organizations.

Angelenos for a Great Hyperion agrees with and incorporates the written and oral
comments submitted by Assemblyman Mike Gatto, Glendale Councilmember Laura
Friedman, the Alliance of River Communities, and the Bicycle Advisory Committee of the
City of Los Angeles.
State officials, including Assemblyman Mike Gatto, are concerned the Project is
designed to encourage unsafe high speeds that would endanger bicyclists, pedestrians, and
those who live in the communities of Atwater Village, Silver Lake, Los Feliz, and
Glendale. For this reason, Assemblyman Gatto supports the inclusion of bicycle lanes and
pedestrian facilities incorporated in the alternative design proposed by the Los Angeles
County Bicycle Coalition. (Letter of Assemblyman Mike Gatto, October 8, 2013.)
Glendale Councilmember Laura Friedman is concerned with the safety, traffic, and
quality of life aspects of the Project’s current design. She supports the inclusion of a
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bicycle lane in the Hyperion Bridge to encourage bicyclists and pedestrians, reduce traffic,
and to protect vital connections between Los Angeles and Glendale. (Letter from
Glendale Councilmember Laura Friedman, October 11, 2013.)
The Alliance of River Communities, which includes fourteen neighborhood
councils, passed a resolution in support of a project that fulfills the Mayor’s Great Streets
Program, the 2010 City of Los Angeles Bicycle Plan, and Caltrans policies regarding
adequate bicycle and pedestrian space. As proposed, the Project is inconsistent with these
programs, plans, and policies. (Letter from Alliance of River Communities, October 25,
2013.)
The Bicycle Advisory Committee of the City of Los Angeles, which emphatically
rejected the assertion that wide shoulders are equivalent to bicycle lanes, also argued that
the IS/EA fails to adequately analyze the adverse impacts on bicyclists. (Letter from the
Bicycle Advisory Committee of the City of Los Angeles, October 7, 2013.)
Conclusion
We hope the City and Caltrans will work cooperatively with Angelenos for a Great
Hyperion Bridge, as well as other community groups, in order to incorporate the Project
features described in the alternative proposed by Angelenos for a Great Hyperion Bridge.
As discussed above, the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration violates CEQA and
NEPA, and it would be vulnerable to a lawsuit should the City and Caltrans decide to
approve the MND as proposed. Therefore, we urge the City to carefully reconsider these
inadequacies and consider the alternative proposed by Angelenos for a Great Hyperion
Bridge.
Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.2, we hereby request
notification, by mail or e-mail, of any notices regarding this Project. Thank you for your
time and consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

Josh Chatten-Brown
Attorney for Angelenos for a
Great Hyperion Bridge

EXHIBIT A

2010 Bicycle Plan

Executive Summary

Executive Summary
The 2010 Bicycle Plan (2010 Plan) represents a new commitment
by Los Angeles to complete streets. It is part of a move away from
the auto-centric approach of the past, and toward a sustainable
transportation system-a system which supports motor vehicle
use, but also enables the use of streets by other modes, such
as bicycling, walking, and transit, and acknowledges the use of
streets for other purposes, such as recreation, retail and public
gatherings.
a bicyclist gets healthier every mile that he or she rides, rarely
injures others in a collision, and doesn’t pollute. Bicycling’s
claims on public space are substantially less than those of other
modes. Bicycle lanes, for example, take about as much space as
a sidewalk, and substantially less than a lane of parking, and bike
parking takes up negligible square footage.
The 2010 Plan designates an ambitious 1,684 mile bikeway
system and introduces a comprehensive collection of programs
and policies. Among the elements of the 2010 Plan are several
innovations in bicycle planning for Los Angeles. Four of them
deserve special mention: a Citywide Bikeway System comprised
of three bikeway networks, Bicycle Friendly Streets, the bundling
of programs and policies into ten categories, and a multi-pronged
implementation strategy.
The 2010 Plan introduces three new bikeway Networks: the
Backbone, the Neighborhood Network, and the
.
The character, choice of street segments, and processes of
implementation for these three networks are intertwined, and
build off the existing 334 miles that have been installed over the
past thirty plus years. These networks give life and character to
the 2010 Plan’s ambitious 1,684 bikeway system.
The 2010 Plan introduces the Bicycle Friendly Street (BFS). A
Bicycle Friendly Street uses a holistic engineering approach to
render a neighborhood street extremely inviting to bicyclists
(and pedestrians). By introducing signage, pavement markings,
safe environment for relaxed riding, especially for bicyclists more
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Lead Department: DOT, DPW

B. Secondary Road Mobility

Objective: Bicycle Friendly Streets.

In collaboration with bicyclists, community
stakeholders, and City departments, update
Secondary streets included in either the
Backbone and/or Neighborhood Bikeway

Schedule: 2011-2035

Policy 1.1.5
Upgrade Bicycle Routes
Program
A. Enhanced Bicycle Routes
Upgrade existing routes with shared lane
markings and signage to increase motorist
awareness of bicycle presence.
Lead Department: DOT
Objective: Improve safety and quality of
bicycling experience on Bicycle Routes by
increasing motorist awareness of the presence of
bicyclists.
Schedule: 2011-2015

Policy 1.1.6
Increase the number of bicycle lanes and/or
improve the quality of the street right-of-way for
bicyclists.
Programs
A. Major Highway Class II Street
Designation Review
In collaboration with bicyclists, community
stakeholders, and City departments update the
Major Highway Class II roadways, included in the
standards that include the addition of bicycle
lanes, bicycle-bus-only lanes and/or other
engineering treatments.
Lead Department: DCP, DOT, DPW
Objective: Improve safety and quality of
bicycling experience on Major Highway Class II
roadways.
Schedule: 2010-2020
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standards that include the addition of bicycle
lanes and/or other engineering treatments.
Lead Department: DCP, DOT, DPW
Objective: Improve safety and quality of
bicycling experience on Secondary Streets.
Schedule: 2011-2035
C. Local and Collector Street Mobility
In collaboration with bicyclists, community
stakeholders, and City departments update
Local and Collector streets included in either the
Backbone and/or Neighborhood Networks, to
include reduced street lane width, the addition of
bicycle lanes, Bicycle Friendly Street features or
wide curb lanes.
Lead Department: DCP, DOT, DPW
Objective: Improve safety and quality of
bicycling experience on Local and Collector
Streets.
Schedule: 2011-2035

in the Technical Design Handbook and Street
street cross-sections that accommodate a range
of bikeway facilities as Standard Cross-Sections
in the City’s Standard Plans.
Lead Department: DCP, DOT, DPW
Objective: Adopt Standard Cross-Sections that
incorporate bikeway facilities.
Schedule: 2011-2012.

2010 Bicycle Plan

Policies and Programs

the number and types of all collisions (auto,
bicyclist, pedestrian) that are occurring
throughout the City. Coordinate this effort
with support and data from LAPD, LAFD, and
LAUSD.

Engineering and Maintenance
Objective 2.3.
Design and maintain all streets so that they
incorporate Complete Street standards

Lead Department: DCP

Policy 2.3.1

Objective: Direct funding dollars and
improvements to locations with moderate
to high SWITRS collisions particularly those
along the Backbone Network and in school
zones.

Upgrade bridges, intersections, freeway
ramps, tunnels, and grade separations that
impede safe and convenient bicycle passage.

Schedule: 2011-2035

Policy 2.2.5
Establish and promote a hotline for reporting
behavior or conditions that endanger

Programs
A. Signalization Program
Upgrade, repair, or adjust intersection
signalization to accommodate bicyclists in
accordance with CA MUTCD. Focus initial
efforts on the Backbone and Neighborhood
Networks.
Lead Department: DOT

motorists and bicyclists.

Objective: Upgrade, repair, or adjust signals

Program
A. Bicycle Infrastructure and Incident
Reporting Program

Schedule: 2011-2015

Develop and maintain a program to allow
bicyclists and other concerned citizens to
report infrastructure obstacles or failures or
to report aggressive behavior by motorists or
motorist harassment.

Consider bicycle facilities when designing new

B. Bridge Design Program

an existing bridge that has been designated,
or determined to be eligible, as a Historic
Resource should avoid adversely impacting

Lead Department: LAPD
Objective: Reduce bicyclist/motorist collisions.
Schedule: 2011-2015

attention should be made to bridge
underpasses that cross existing or future
bicycle paths to ensure that the paths are
integrated into the design and construction of
the facility.
Lead Department: DOT, DPW
Objective: Increase bicycle access on gradeseparated projects.
Schedule: 2011-2015
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The Five-Year Implementation Strategy
The Five-Year Implementation strategy focuses on initiating at
least 200 miles on the Backbone and Neighborhood Networks
overall existing system of 334 miles. While the 285 miles of
a bikeway implementation strategy has provided bicyclists not
with an integrated and connected network of bicycle facilities
but with piecemeal segments of disconnected paths, lanes, and
routes throughout the City. Nevertheless, these 285 miles, while
fragmented, do provide the City with a baseline on which to build
the connected, integrated network. It is important to point out
that of these 285 miles, 97 miles of existing routes are proposed
to be upgraded to bicycle lanes.
Therefore, in order to complete the Backbone and Neighborhood
Networks the City has committed to build a total of 1,356 miles.
This total includes the 97 miles of routes that will be converted
to lanes as well as the 531 miles of new bikeways that are left to
build on the Backbone and the 729 miles of bikeways remaining
on the Neighborhood Network.
Over the 33 years between 1977 and 2010 the City built an
average of 10.1 miles of street facilities per year. At this current
average it would take 135 years to complete the Backbone and
Neighborhood Networks. With growing public, political, and
institutional support the 2010 Plan proposes a more aggressive
dependent) 200 Backbone or Neighborhood Network miles every
to complete the Backbone and Neighborhood Networks within 35
years.
and would be selected based upon the Bicycle Funding Priority
miles would close gaps within the current 285 miles, provide
equitable geographic distribution, and put every Angeleno within
approximately four miles of a facility on either the Backbone or
set of 200 miles will be selected using the same weighted criteria.
proximity to a bicycle facility so that ultimately, after 35 years and
the completion of both networks, every Angeleno would be within
approximately one mile of a bikeway.
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From
22nd St
Anaheim St
Summerland Av
Riverside Dr
Glenfeliz Bl
Hyperion Av
Foothill Bl
San Fernando City Limits
Van Nuys Bl
Vista Del Mar
Los Feliz Bl
Los Feliz Bl
Lucile Av
Gaffey St
I-110 Fwy
Figueroa St
Cahuenga Bl
Fairfax Av
La Tuna Canyon Rd
Venice Bl
San Fernando Road

Street Name

Gaffey St

Gaffey St

Gaffey St

Glendale Bl

Glendale Bl

Glendale Bl

Glenoaks Bl

Glenoaks Bl

Glenoaks Bl

Grand Av

Griffith Park Bl

Griffith Park Bl

Griffith Park Bl

Hamilton Av

Harbor Bl

Harry Bridges Bl

Highland Av

Hollywood Bl

Honolulu Av

Hope St

Hubbard St

City of Los Angeles 2010 Bicycle Plan
Existing and Future Facilities by Networks

Laurel Canyon Road

Venice Bl

City Limits

Hillhurst Av

Pico Bl

Alameda St

N/B On-Ramp 22nd St

Gaffey St

Sunset Bl

Griffith Park Bl

Lucile Av

Loma Vista St

Cohasset St

Van Nuys Bl

San Fernando City Limits

Glendale Bl

Hyperion Av

1st St

Channel St

Channel St

36th St

To

0.62

0.01

0.27

4.50

4.52

1.32

1.41

0.02

0.15

0.01

1.74

0.39

6.14

1.08

2.40

0.15

0.12

4.10

0.50

1.99

0.90

Miles

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Network

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Existing

Bicycle-Friendly Street

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Existing

Lane: Existing

Lane: Existing

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Route: Future

Route: Future

Lane: Future

Route: Existing

Lane: Existing

Bicycle-Friendly Street

Status

Valley

Central/South

Valley

Central/South

Central/South

Harbor

Harbor

Harbor

Central/South

Central/South

Central/South

Harbor

Valley

Valley

Valley

Central/South

Central/South

Central/South

Harbor

Harbor

Harbor

Area
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From
4th Street
Monterey Rd
Soto St
Greensward Rd
Vermont Av
Aviation Bl
Vista Del Mar
Pershing Dr
Vista Del Mar
2000' E/O Pershing Dr
La Cienega Bl
Westchester Pkwy
Channel St
Franklin Av
Romaine Street
Jefferson Bl
Rodeo Road
Fairfax Av
Sepulveda Bl
64th St
Sunland Bl

Street Name

Hubbard St

Huntington Dr

Huntington Dr S

Hyperion Av

Imperial Hwy

Imperial Hwy

Imperial Hwy

Imperial Hwy

Imperial Hwy

Imperial Hwy

Jefferson Bl

Jenny Av

John S Gibson Bl

La Brea Av

La Brea Av

La Brea Av

La Brea Av

La Cienega Bl

La Tijera Bl

La Tijera Bl

La Tuna Canyon Rd

City of Los Angeles 2010 Bicycle Plan
Existing and Future Facilities by Networks

3500' e/o Elben Av

290' n/o 63rd St

La Cienega Bl

Jefferson Bl

Stocker

Exposition Bl

Adams Bl

Fountain Av

Figueroa St

96th St

Central Av

Aviation Bl

Pershing Dr

2000' e/o Pershing Dr

Dockweiler State Beach Path

I-405 underpass

Mona Bl

Fountain Av

Thelma Av

450' e/o Westmont Dr

Gavina

To

2.39

0.11

2.14

0.19

1.73

0.06

4.01

0.66

1.38

0.27

6.84

2.53

0.33

0.37

0.06

0.58

3.56

1.61

1.33

2.34

2.79

Miles

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Backbone

Network

Lane: Existing

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Existing

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Existing

Lane: Existing

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Bicycle-Friendly Street

Lane: Future

Lane: Future

Status

Valley

Central/South

Central/South

West/Central

Central/South

Central/South

Central/South

Central/South

Harbor

West LA

Central/South

West/Central

West/Central

West/Central

West/Central

West/Central

Harbor

Central/South

Central/South

Central/South

Valley

Area
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November 7, 2013
Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Dept of Transportation District 7
100 S Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Re: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Ave Bridges Improvement Project
Dear Ms. Podesta:
I want to begin by saying that the town hall meeting on October 28th for the Hyperion bridge redesign was civil,
engaging, well organized, and a remarkable show of a new civic engagement in this city. Thank you. As a result of
your hard work to give everyone a seat at the table, we see that you have received a number of very well thought out
designs. We ask you and the city family look at all of these designs and consider the best ideas from each. They all
have excellent methods of improving this design. As a public service we have created our own proposal.
We believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic calming measures and will
result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and Atwater. We ask that you lower the allowed or
designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that you include generous and safe lanes for both
pedestrians and cyclists.
We believe that given the renaissance of the LA River and given that the city leadership is asking the federal
government to help finance an improved river, this bridge design should encourage lingering at the crossing and
certainly should allow easy and safe travel by foot and bike.
Our proposal attached shows bike and pedestrian lanes. Our proposal additionally shows an expanded
boardwalk park built on the old piers to actually make the bridge a destination as opposed to just a
crossing. This would be an expansion of your very smart proposal to install a non-car bridge on the old red car piers.
Finally given that your proposal states that the bridge can easily handle rush hour with one lane each way versus two
and given that you will be eliminating all 5-North Silver Lake bound traffic (the cars will no longer have to u-turn and
ride over the bridge), there seems to be a good argument to go further than our proposal and reduce this to a one
car-lane bridge each way thereby giving plenty of room for very comfortable bike and pedestrian lanes.

Very sincerely,
Tomas O’Grady
Executive Director
www.enrichla.org
323 387 3866
2173 Cedarhurst Drive, Los Angeles, California, 90027

| www.enrichla.org |

323 387 3866
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NORTH HYPERION BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ROUTE. WIDEN
NORTH HYPERION BLVD. 8' FOR NEW ROUTES, ADD PROTECTIVE
BARRIERS. REPAIR/ REPLICATE HISTORIC BRIDGE DETAILING.
WORK ON THE WEST END INCLUDES RETAINING WALLS,
LANDSCAPING, AND SIGNS.	
	
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS RAMP BETWEEN HYPERION
AND GLENDALE BLVDS., SUNNYNOOK PARK ENTRANCE,
LA RIVER BIKE PATH ACCESS, AND STORMWATER UPGRADES.	
NORTH GLENDALE BRIDGE PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY. WIDEN
BRIDGE 8' ON NORTH SIDE.	
HYPERION BLVD. BICYCLE ONLY LANE. 8' WIDE WITH BARRIERS
AND TRAFFIC CROSSINGS AT ETTRICK, WAVERLY, AND THE
GLENDALE BLVD. MEDIAN ISLAND BICYCLE LANE (EAST END).	
SOUTH GLENDALE BRIDGE PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY. WIDEN
BRIDGE 8' ON SOUTH SIDE. 	
GLENDALE BLVD. SOUTH BOUND TRAFFIC SIGNAL, COMMUNITY
SIGN, BIKE LANE CROSSING WITH CONNECTIONS TO RED CAR
BRIDGE AND GLENDALE BLVD MEDIAN ISLAND BIKE ROUTE.	
PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS TO RED CAR PARK AND THE
BOARDWALK WITH LA RIVER AND RED CAR HISTORICAL SIGNS. 	
RED CAR PARK BRIDGE FOR BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN USE.
BRIDGE BIKE LANE FOLLOWS HISTORIC RED CAR ROUTE AND
CONNECTS TO GLENDALE BLVD MEDIAN ISLAND BIKE ROUTE
AND A PEDESTRIAN RAMP TO RED CAR PARK.	
'THE BOARDWALK' PEDESTRIAN RIVER PARK FOR COMMUNITY
GATHERINGS AND OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT.	
NEW BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION FROM 	
GLENDALE BLVD. TO THE LA RIVER BICYCLE PATH AND	
RED CAR PARK. NEW CROSSWALKS, BIKE LANE, COMMUNITY
SIGN, AND TRAFFIC SIGNAL. WIDEN GLENDALE/ 1–5 BRIDGE 12'.	
GLENDALE BLVD. MEDIAN IMPROVEMENTS. NEW BICYCLE
LANE ALONG NORTH SIDE OF THE MAIN STREET MEDIAN
WILL USE THE EXISTING WALL AS A PROTECTIVE BARRIER. 	
REPLACE THE SOUTH MEDIAN ISLAND CONCRETE WITH
PERMEABLE PAVING, LANDSCAPING, AND COMMUNITY	
WELCOME/ ENTRANCE SIGN.
	
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ROUTE CONNECTIONS, BUS STOPS
AND EXISTING CROSSWALKS. ADD NEW CROSSWALKS ON
WEST SIDE OF GLENFELIZ BLVD , LANDSCAPE MEDIANS,
COMMUNITY INFORMATION AND WAYFINDING SIGNS.

DESIGN BY RYAN DRNEK, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

landscape architecture+planning
SODDERSTUDIO.COM

4612 MAYTIME LANE

CULVER CITY, CA

90230

310.795.7994

NO. 5170

EXP. 11/15

THIS DRAWING AND THE DESIGNS, ARRANGEMENTS, DEPICTIONS, IDEAS AND OTHER INFORMATION
CONTAINED HEREIN CONSTITUTE UNPUBLISHED WORK OF SODDER STUDIO AND SHALL REMAIN
PROPERTY OF SODDER STUDIO IN PERPETUITY. THIS DRAWING IS PART OF THE CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS FOR THE STATED PROJECT AND SHALL BE USED ONLY AS SUCH. NO PART THEREOF
SHALL BE REPRODUCED, COPIED, DISCLOSED, DISTRIBUTED, SOLD, PUBLISHED OR OTHERWISE USED
IN ANYWAY FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE WITHOUT THE ADVANCED EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT OF
SODDER STUDIO. VISUAL CONTACT WITH THE ABOVE DRAWINGS, OR ANY PART THEREOF, SHALL
CONSTITUE CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF ACCEPTANCE OF THESE RESTRICTIONS.
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Appendix 5

E-mail Comments
APPENDIX F-5: E-mail Comments

EMAIL COMMENTS DATABASE
1) Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
2) Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
3) Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
4) Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
5) Non-specific approval
6) Non-specific disapproval
7) This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
8) Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
9) Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety Policy
10) Enhance safety for everyone
11) There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
12) There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
13) Preserve the historic bridge design
14) There should be wider sidewalks
15) Address traffic congestion
16) Consider proposed alternative designs
17) Provide accessibility to LA River
18) Provide a public hearing
19) Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park
20) Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash barrier
21) We would like to participate in advisory board
22) Security Measures for Pedestrian Bridge
23) On demand traffic light at I-5 exit
24) What are the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
25) Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
26) Keep the median barriers in the plan.
27) Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction.
28) Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge.
29) Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes.
30) Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
31) Provide noise mitigation during construction.
32) Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
33) Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
34) Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
35) Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and handicapped
36) Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east end of bridge complex
37) Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
38) A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
39) Review flood maps
Email Date

ZIP Code

130930 0821

No.

Duce

Dave

dave_duce@hotmail.com

9/25/2013

Not available

130930 0822

Blumberg

Bryan

bjtwuk@yahoo.com

9/26/2013

90027

130930 0823-1

Caswell

Marc

marcacaswell@gmail.com

9/26/2013

90027

X

X

Pascal

Marino

pascal@locationscout.com

9/26/2013

90065

X

X

130930 0824-1

Ruscigno

Matt

mattruscigno@gmail.com

9/26/2013

Not available

X

X

130930 0824-2

Crabtree

Sheigh

sheigh@gmail.com

9/26/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0825-1

Bennett

Katie

katie.bennett@gmail.com

9/26/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0825-2

Vallianatos

Mark

mvalli@oxy.edu

9/26/2013

90065

X

X

X

X

130930 0825-3

Dieterle

Camille

camilledieterle@gmail.com

9/27/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

Ward

Don

roadblock@midnightridazz.com

9/26/2013

Not available

130930 0827-1

Pillage

George

crappola@hotmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

130930 0827-2

Mercer

Noah

noah_ten@yahoo.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

130930 0827-3

Bassett

Will

bookbike13@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

130930 0828-1

Filippini

Jayme

jaymefilippini@sbcglobal.net

9/27/2013

90065

130930 0828-2

Kayon

John

johnkayon@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

130930 0828-3

Risemberg

Richard

rickrise@earthlink.net

9/27/2013

90036

130930 0828-4

Head

Bryon

byronhead@airmail.net

9/27/2013

Not available

130930 0829-2

Amiran

Eyal

eyalamiran@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

130930 0823-2

130930 0825-4

Add'l. No.

131017 0814

131107 1306-3, 131001 1517-1, 131004 0853-1,
131004 0853-2, 131104 1438

Surname

First Name

Email Address

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

X

8

9

10

X

X

X

11

12

13

14

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

18

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

17

X
X

X

X

16

X

X

X

15

X

X

X
X

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

130930 0831-1

Blanchard

Michael

mlblanchard@gmail.com

9/27/2013

90041

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0831-2

Tompkins

Erial

etu.edu@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0833-1

Valencia

Rita

valencia.rita@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Taylor

Josef

josef.taylor@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0834

Williams

Rik

rjw297@gmail.com

9/27/2013

90042

X

X

X

130930 0835

Huffman

Nial

nhuffman28@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0836-1

Keifer

Hans

otbhans@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0836-2

McGill

Ron

underconsume@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Klipp

Luke

lukehklipp@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0836-4

Cardenas

Natalie

msohno213@gmail.com

9/27/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0836-5

Stambler

Mark

Stambler@aol.com

9/27/2013

90027

X

X

130930 0837-1

Thompson

Kalee

kalee.thompson@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

130930 0837-2

Conly

Darren

djconly@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

130930 0837-3

Estrada

Diana

d.sofly@gmail.com

9/27/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

Clark

Will

clarkws@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

130930 0838-3

Cork

John

johncork@mac.com

9/27/2013

90039

130930 0839-1

Matsu

David

davidmatsu@earthlink.net

9/27/2013

Not available

X

130930 0839-2

Simmons

Ray

rayinla@aol.com

9/27/2013

90036

X

130930 0839-3

Morishita

Emily

more.emily@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

130930 0839-4

Handel

Josh

swiftarcher@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

130930 0833-2

130930 0836-3

130930 0838-2

131029 0919-1

131030 1010

131104 1013

X
X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

130930 0840

131106 0902

Kerr

John

johnkerr87@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

131017 0818

Retchless

Brian

brian.retchless@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

130930 0841-2

Cruise

Kristen

kcruise@gmail.com

9/25/2013

Not available

X

130930 0841-3

Carballo

Nathan

nathan.carballo@gmail.com

9/27/2013

Not available

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

131203 4456-2

Unknown

Alex

lakersalex@yahoo.com

9/28/2013

Not available

130930 0841-5

131108 0849-4, 131203 4456-4

Englert

Vyki

vyki.englert@gmail.com

9/28/2013

90012

X

X

130930 0842-1

Stein

Mike

mike.j.stein@gmail.com

9/28/2013

Not available

X

X

130930 0842-2

Armstrong

Jennie

geekchick@geekchick.biz

9/27/2013

Not available

130930 0842-3

Morataya

Jenny

jenny8morataya@gmail.com

9/26/2013

91208

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Aretsky

David

danger3d@gmail.com

9/29/2013

91367

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Martinez

Severin

smartinez28@berkeley.edu

9/30/2013

90041

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0936

Cannon

Jeff

cannon.jeffrey@gmail.com

9/30/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

130930 0951-1

Beck

Debra

prubx@comcast.net

9/28/2013

Not available

130930 0951-2

Hopps

Kevin

kevinhopps@me.com

9/29/2013

91604

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131001 1501-1

Gordo

Roscoe

roscoe.gordo@gmail.com

9/30/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131001 1501-2

Bogart

Colin

colintb@earthlink.net

9/30/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131001 1501-3

Hall

John

jwhall@dslextreme.com

9/30/2013

91321

131001 1502-1

Thomas

Greg

Gregory.Thomas@nbcuni.com

9/30/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131001 1502-2

Stegall

Chris

cstegallucla@gmail.com

9/30/2013

91602

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131001 1502-3

Potter

Eric

echoparkguitar@gmail.com

9/30/2013

Not available

131001 1503-2

Martinez

Daniel

danielmartinez323@gmail.com

9/30/2013

Not available

X

131001 1504-1

Kanawi

Lance

lanceka@gmail.com

9/30/2013

Not available

X

131001 1504-2

Beck

Bronwyn

bronwyn@jokeisup.com

9/30/2013

90027

X

131001 1504-3

Deyoe

Sean

seandeyoe@gmail.com

9/30/2013

90020

X

131001 1504-4

Bayes

Joe

jbayes@gmail.com

9/30/2013

Not available

X

131001 1505-1

Ramirez

Mario

unesceptico@gmail.com

9/30/2013

Not available

X

131001 1505-2

Gratzer

Ryan

gratzer@gmail.com

9/30/2013

Not available

X

X

131001 1506-1

Johnson

Dion

johnson.dion.b@gmail.com

9/27/2013

90065

X

X

131001 1506-2

Roullier

Stephen

stephen.roullier@sbcglobal.net

9/30/2013

90026

131001 1509

Mazmanyan

Esther

esther90026@gmail.com

9/30/2013

90026

X

X

X

131001 1515

Redwine

Chris

chrismredwine@gmail.com

10/1/2013

91402

X

X

X

131001 1516

Cuevas

Ben

bencuevas@gmail.com

10/1/2013

90026

X

X

X

131001 1517-2

Cassellius

Kari

smellslikechanel@gmail.com

10/1/2013

90046

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131001 1518-1

Jenn

Jason

jasonrebegin@gmail.com

10/1/2013

90029

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131001 1518-2

Schindler

William

brotherwm@att.net

10/1/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131002 0724

Oder

Danila

doder@usc.edu

10/1/2013

90033

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131002 0727

Millar

Rusty

arunner1@sbcglobal.net

10/1/2013

Not available

131002 0728

Epstein

Scott

scottevanepstein@gmail.com

10/1/2013

90048

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131029 0922, 131004 1352, 131030 1041

X

X

130930 0841-4

130930 0932-2

X
X

X
X

130930 0841-1

130930 0932-1

X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X
x

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

x

X

X

X

131002 1000

Winterstein

Thiago

ticoinla@gmail.com

10/2/2013

Not available

X

X

131002 1310

Fleming

Leni

lenifleming@gmail.com

10/2/2013

Not available

X

X

131003 0805

Nero

Ben

ben.nero@gmail.com

10/2/2013

Not available

131003 0808

Schnitger

Sarah

s.schnitger@gmail.com

10/2/2013

91201

X

X

X

X

X

131003 0855

Schick

Susannah

susanna@sustainablefashionla.com

10/3/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

131003 0858

Samarjian

John

samarjohn@aol.com

10/3/2013

90039

X

131003 0859-1

Chalupowicz

Leonardo

sustainsl@gmail.com

10/3/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

131003 0859-2

Sitz

Teresa

teresa_stewart_sitz@yahoo.com

10/3/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

131004 0855-1

Johnson

Ryan

rjohnson1848@gmail.com

9/24/2013

90026

X

X

Reutimann

Wesley

wesleyreutimann@gmail.com

9/24/2013

Not available

Fanslow

K

kfanslow@msn.com

9/24/2013

Not available

131004 0855-2
131004 0855-3

131017 1106-1

131004 0856

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

deFerrante

Robert

rdeferrante@gmail.com

9/24/2013

Not available

131004 0858

131004 1417-1

Edewards

Jonathan

jedewards@gmail.com

9/25/2013

91101

131004 0859

131017 0927, 131017 0934-1, 131017 0936

Waldner

Lisa

normandy17612@msn.com

9/25/2013

Not available

131004 0903-1

Husseini

Salah

Salah.Husseini@disney.com

9/25/2013

91521

X

131004 0903-2

Moffat

Alexander

alexander.moffat@lacity.org

9/25/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X

131004 1350

Feuille

Richard

docfuel@aol.com

10/4/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

McMahon

Tom

tmcmahon@origprod.com

10/4/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1407

Allen

Warren

Warren.Allen@stjohns.org

10/4/2013

90405

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1408-1

Mitchell

Katelin

katelincherie@gmail.com

10/4/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1408-2

Gulyan

Vahe

vahe.gulyan@gmail.com

10/4/2013

90004

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1412

Fay

Alex

alexcfay@gmail.com

10/4/2013

Not available

131004 1417-2

Grangereau

Ben

bengranger@gmail.com

10/4/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1417-3

Lovejoy

Christopher

lovejoy.chris@gmail.com

10/4/2013

90057

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1418

Strong

Trenton

trenton.strong@gmail.com

10/3/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1419-1

Valencia

Juan

jfvalencia@gmail.com

10/3/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1419-2

Hyun

Benjamin

benjaminmhyun@gmail.com

10/3/2013

91604

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1420-1

Bridge

Neil

neilbridge.uk@googlemail.com

10/3/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1420-2

Gerst

Owen

gogerst@yahoo.com

10/3/2013

Not available

131107 1310

X

X

131004 1351

131004 1421-1

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

Horne

Ezra

ezrahorne@gmail.com

10/3/2013

90029

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1421-2

Hallstead

Jeff

Jeff.Hallstead@kantarmedia.com

10/3/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1422

Hadley

Jason

oldhadley@gmail.com

10/3/2013

90039

131004 1423-1

Brown

Jason

jasontbrown99@gmail.com

10/3/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

131004 1423-2

Woodward

Kyle

klelandw@gmail.com

10/3/2013

90029

X

X

131007 0934

Gurantz

Tomer

tgurantz@yahoo.com

10/5/2013

91208

X

X

X

131007 1316-1

Pluymers

Keith

kdpluymers@gmail.com

10/5/2013

90027

X

X

X

131007 1316-2

Certeza

Jances

jances.c@gmail.com

10/5/2013

90027

X

X

131007 1317

Lozada

Joel

wisperjoel@gmail.com

10/6/2013

90065

X

X

131007 1318-1

Wexman

Todd

twexman@gmail.com

10/7/2013

90026

X

X

X

131007 1318-2

Chatfield

Amy

achatfie@gmail.com

10/7/2013

Not available

X

X

131007 1319

Belton

Mary

mbelton@gmail.com

10/7/2013

90027

X

131007 1320-1

Nichols

Mike

mrmikenicholls@gmail.com

10/7/2013

Not available

131007 1320-2

Hindman

Miles

wanuki@yahoo.com

10/7/2013

131007 1343

Moore

Alex

alex.charlotte@gmail.com

10/7/2013

131007 1618

Nordberg

J

look@t.hin.gs

131008 0730

Martin

Kelly

131008 1324

Roberson

131009 0814

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

x

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

10/7/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

kellym43@gmail.com

10/8/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Matt

maroberson@live.com

10/8/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dolan

Siobhan

siobhan.dolan@gmail.com

10/8/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131009 0817

Bollmann

Erich

erich.bollmann@gmail.com

10/8/2013

Not available

131009 0821-1

Thompson

Kelly

kthompson1346@gmail.com

10/8/2013

90065

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131009 0822-1

Camastra

Emily

emilycamastra@gmail.com

10/8/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131009 0822-2

Lawrence

Aaron

aaron.lawrence@gmail.com

10/8/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131009 0823

Cohen

Danny

dco1@dco1.com

10/8/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

131009 0826-1

Miller

Blair

blairmiller1@yahoo.com

10/8/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131009 0826-2

Madono

Haruna

hmadono@gmail.com

10/8/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

131009 0838

Mooney

Matthew

matthew.mooney.53@my.csun.edu

10/9/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

131017 0815

Wade

Megan

megan@skylightbooks.com

10/9/2013

91020

X

X

131017 0819

Sanchez

Lawrence

Lawrence.Sanchez@cdph.ca.gov

10/9/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

131017 0821

Agner

Herb

herbagner@gmail.com

10/9/2013

Not available

131017 0919-1

Lowber

Susannah

susannahlowber@gmail.com

10/9/2013

90026

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131017 0919-2

Anne

Rajni

rajnianne@yahoo.com

10/10/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131017 0920-1

Joyce

Rebecca

rebeccaejoyce@gmail.com

10/10/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131017 0920-2

Nunez

Gabriela

nunez.gabriela@gmail.com

10/10/2013

91207

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131017 0920-3

Guzman

Ben

ben.guzman23@gmail.com

10/10/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131017 0925

Todd

Evy and Jim

EsterNLenny@aol.com

10/10/2013

Not available

131017 0934-2

Sosnick

Aaron

longlegged.guy@gmail.com

10/10/2013

Not available

131017 0939

Rixey

Alex

alexrixey@gmail.com

10/10/2013

90027

131017 1029

MacDonald

Michael

michael.s.macdonald@gmail.com

10/10/2013

Not available

131017 1049

Culhane

Michael

michael_culhane@mac.com

10/10/2013

Not available

X

131017 1055-1

Clare

Bill

bill_clare@hotmail.com

10/10/2013

Not available

X

131017 1055-2

Diaz

Matt

likable.enough@gmail.com

10/10/2013

Not available

X

X

131017 1055-3

Offutt

Olivia

ooffutt@gmail.com

10/10/2013

91768

X

X

X

X

131017 1056

Rogow

Lawrence

lrogow@loop.com

10/10/2013

90036

X

X

X

X

131017 1057

Miliotis

Andy

SkiDaily@aol.com

10/11/2013

90036

131017 1058

Bennett

Rachel

rachelacbennett@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

131017 1106-2

Brocious

Melody

melodybrocious@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90012

X

X

X

X

131017 1106-3

Robbins

Tricia

tricia.d.robbins@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

131017 1107

Easwaran

Kenny

easwaran@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90029

X

X

X

131017 1109-1

Bergstresser

Judy

bergstressers@sbcglobal.net

10/11/2013

91030

X

X

X

131017 1109-2

Todd

James

james@uxd.com

10/11/2013

90026

131017 1110-1

Bender

Marianne

mariannebender12@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90039

131017 1111

Todd

Evy

evy747@yahoo.com

10/11/2013

Not available

131017 1115

Korin

Judy

judy@seesawstudios.com

10/11/2013

X

X

131017 1130

High

Wesley

weshigh@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90026

X

X

X

X

X

131017 1132-1

Amon

Allison

aamon@chelsea.com

10/11/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

131017 1132-2

Rutherford

Alice

alice.rutherford@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

131017 1133-1

Box

Stephen

stephenmarshallbox@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90012

131017 1133-2

Nelson

Caleb

anago55@sbcglobal.net

10/11/2013

90039

X

X

X

131017 1134-1

Caplowe

Casey

casey@goodinc.com

10/11/2013

90026

X

X

X

Greenhut

Kimberly

kimproduces@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

131017 1243-2

Abler

Mary

mary.abler@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90026

X

X

X

131017 1244

Cleveland

Bradley

bfcleveland@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90068

X

X

131017 1245-1

Andrews

Joe

andrews@earthlink.net

10/11/2013

90027

X

X

131017 1245-2

Hogg

Joe

joseph.hogg@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90039

X

131017 1246

Campbell

William

wildbell@gmail.com

10/11/2013

90026

X

131017 1304

Gutierrez

Gilbert

gilbergg@usc.edu

10/11/2013

Not available

131017 1305

Healy

Susan

HEALYDESIGN@aol.com

10/11/2013

Not available

131017 1307-1

Kuehn

Aaron

aaron@aarline.info

10/12/2013

131017 1307-2

Chambliss

Marty

ragweedpress@yahoo.com

131017 1308

de Mesa

Ray

ray@raydemesa.com

131017 1309-1

Norton

Kitty

131017 1309-2

Carr

131017 1310
131017 1311

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Not available

X

X

X

X

10/12/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

10/12/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

kittynorton01@gmail.com

10/12/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Netty

dishy512@icloud.com

10/12/2013

90039

Au

Andy

andyau8@gmail.com

10/13/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

Sentman

Eli

elis000@gmail.com

10/14/2013

90039

X

131017 1327

Barnett

Karen

karen@urbanaid.com

10/10/2013

Not available

131018 1949

Hirsch

Ross

Ross.Hirsch@doj.ca.gov

10/18/2013

90013

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131021 1012-1

Deans

David

grantdeans@gmail.com

10/19/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131021 1012-2

Krajewski

Joel

joelkrajewski@gmail.com

10/19/2013

90046

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131022 0939

Barber

Charles

tbarber@timbarberltd.com

10/22/2013

90046

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131022 1323

Lanuza

Josie

fivef0oter@gmail.com

10/22/2013

90012

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131023 0853

Eliasoph

Nina

mailto:eliasoph@usc.edu

10/22/2013

90089

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131024 1819

Funk

Mason

masonfunk@mac.com

10/24/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131024 1820

Guerry

Steven

steven.guerry@gmail.com

10/24/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131025 0843

Allen

Michael

ratiocn8@gmail.com

10/24/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131028 0927

Dean

Richard

rdean@mac.com

10/26/2013

Atwater Village

X

131028 0928-1

Tossounian

Jirair

jirair@gmail.com

10/26/2013

Not available

131017 1134-2

131108 0847-4

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

131028 0928-2

Ortiz

Molly

molly.ortiz@gmail.com

10/27/2013

90029

131028 1425

Lee

Hyeran

hyeranlee@ucla.edu

10/28/2013

90065

X

X

X

X

X

X

131028 1426

Barin

Tawny

tawny.barin@gmail.com

10/28/2013

91205

X

X

X

X

131028 1628

Hoffman

JJ

lariverride@la-bike.org

10/28/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

131029 0918

Bracciotti

Marty

martyjoe@sbcglobal.net

10/28/2013

91205

131029 0919-2

Carlson

131029 0919-3

Welker

Krista

passionforwords@gmail.com

10/28/2013

90042

X

X

X

X

Andrew

welkersemail@gmail.com

10/28/2013

91201

X

X

X

X

131029 0920-1

Burke

Paul

pjburke@pacbell.net

10/28/2013

Not available

X

X

131029 0920-2

Alejandre

Jim

jalejand@usc.edu

10/28/2013

90019

X

X

X

X

131029 1259

Kerr

Jacqueline

jacquekerr@gmail.com

10/29/2013

Not available

X

131029 1607

Huezo

Hector

h.l.huezo@gmail.com

10/28/2013

Not available

X

131030 1042

Schumacher

Doug

doug@zuumsocial.com

10/29/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

131030 1116

Telleria

Juliana

pumpkinfay@hotmail.com

10/30/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

Riley

Dan

dprski33@gmail.com

10/30/2013

90015

X

X

X

X

131030 1306

Meade

Richard

richardmeade@att.net

10/30/2013

Not available

131030 1314

Miller

Mari

mari.miller@gmail.com

10/30/2013

91205

X

X

131030 1319

Tokunow

Alvin

susumu101@gmail.com

10/30/2013

Not available

X

X

131030 1422

Keiner

Scott

scottkeiner@gmail.com

10/30/2013

Not available

131030 1554

Schuck

James Edward

james@jamesschuck.com

10/30/2013

Not available

X

X

131031 0855-2

Blumenthal

Scott

scottb@roadbikecity.com

10/30/2013

Not available

X

X

131031 0856

Brauer

Andee

aibrauer@yahoo.com

10/31/2013

90039

Jensen

Margaret

joshuagrammy@sbcglobal.net

10/31/2013

Not available

131031 0859

Sonsini

Cecelia

restaurantbooks@gmail.com

10/31/2013

Not available

131031 1056

Burgess

Pamela

pamela@pamelaburgess.com

10/31/2013

90039

131105 0846

X

X

131030 1259

131031 0858

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131031 1057

Gutierrez

John

nejohng@gmail.com

10/31/2013

Not available

131031 1242

Cronce

Ronald

rlcronce@sbcglobal.net

10/31/2013

90039

131031 1553-1

Cleary

Patrick

p_cleary@yahoo.com

10/31/2013

Not available

131104 1014-1

Dhanda

Nishith

nishifus@gmail.com

11/1/2013

90068

X

131104 1014-2

Franklin

Quinn

quinn.pond@gmail.com

11/1/2013

90039

X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

131104 1014-3

Dent

Catherine

cd@catherinedent.com

11/1/2013

Not available

131104 1108

Sulaiman

Sahra

sahra@streetsblog.org

11/4/2013

Not available

X

X

X

131105 0846

Maupin

Alice

ouuu2055@gmail.com

11/4/2013

Not available

X

X

131105 0849

Casson

Edward

ecasson@gmail.com

11/5/2013

90039

131105 1256

Mallare

Mark

nachimark@outlook.com

11/5/2013

90034

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131105 1427

Thorne

David

david.thrn@gmail.com

11/5/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131106 0856

Knapp

Karen

karen@atwatervillage.org

11/5/2013

Not available

X

131106 0857

Meltzer

Julia

julia@clockshop.org

11/5/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131106 1017

Meltzer

Adam

meltzer17@gmail.com

11/6/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

131107 0928

Romero

Paul

paul_romero818@yahoo.com

10/5/2013

Not available

X

131107 0932

Wedeen

Nancy and Richard

nanpsycle@icloud.com

10/4/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131107 0933-1

O'Rourke

Shannon

shannonorourke@me.com

10/4/2013

90027

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131107 0933-2

Dapper

David

dpdapper@me.com

10/5/2013

90015

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131107 1023, 131107 1301-1

Brouwer

Greg

gbrouw@yahoo.com

11/7/2013

90039

X

131107 1242

Anthony

Christine

canthony2@sbcglobal.net

11/6/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

McArthur

Meher

mehermc@aol.com

11/7/2013

Not available

Sascha

sascha@sascharice.com

11/7/2013

90039

X

X

Jurca

Catherine

cathjurca@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

Chamberlain

Jennie

jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

131107 1303-2

Harvey

Brandon

sandover@gmail.com

11/7/2013

90026

131107 1305-1

Chamberlain

Daniel

daniel.chamberlain@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

131107 1305-2

Shifflett

Michael

doctor@thedilettantes.net

11/7/2013

90026

X

X

131107 1306-1

Berolzheimer

Paul

zerodbspl@yahoo.com

11/7/2013

91205

X

X

131107 1306-2, 131107 1306-4

Olander

Jeannie

jeannieolander@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

131107 1307-2

Smith

Robert

fixer@livenation.com

11/7/2013

90028

131107 1326

Bouville

Fabienne

fbouvil@yahoo.com

11/7/2013

90039

131107 1327

Suskin

Mitch

msuskin@kamosuskin.com

11/7/2013

Not available

131107 1403

Snyder

Ryan

ryan@rsa.cc

11/6/2013

90024

131107 1418

Del Castillo

Doris

dorisdelc@sbcglobal.net

11/7/2013

90039

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

Rice

131107 1421

X

X

131107 1259

131107 1303-1

X

X

131107 1301-2
131107 1301-3

X

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

131107 1550

Edwardson

Diane

diane.edwardson@gmail.com

11/7/2013

90039

131107 1553-1

Collins

Craig

craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org

11/7/2013

90039

131107 1553-2

McQuillan

Maeve

maeveq@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

131107 1553-3

Lao

Jennifer

jennifer.lao.2@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

131107 1554

Unknown

Unknown

roadblock@midnightridazz.com

11/7/2013

Not available

131107 1612

Dore

Emiliana

emdore@yahoo.com

11/7/2013

Not available

X
X

X

X

X

131107 1613

Wright

Will

will@aialosangeles.org

11/7/2013

90010

X

Kurlander

Kryste

k2@ktb.net

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

130930 0838-1, 130930 0843

X

Savage

Kathryn

kmsavage@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

131108 0847-3

del Campo

Robert

delcampos@sbcglobal.net

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

131108 0847-5

Warner

Nina

ninagrossman@sbcglobal.net

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

131108 0849-1

Tierney

Ross

rftierney@gmail.com

11/7/2013

90027

X

X

131108 0849-2

Camphuis

Kay

kaycamphuis@gmail.com

11/7/2013

90027

131108 0849-4

Bissett

D Thom

dthomb@mac.com

11/7/2013

90039

131108 0849-5

Berman

Jonathan

jb@carpestella.com

11/7/2013

90026

131108 0850-1, 131108 0850-2

Thomas

Barbara

barbarathomasm@icloud.com

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

131108 0850-3

Corsini

Richard

rick@corsinistark.com

11/7/2013

Not available

X

X

X

131108 0850-4

Sergile

Kara

kara@kwsconsult.com

11/7/2013

91207

X

X

131108 0852

Hobbs

Sam

Sam@SamHobbs.org

11/7/2013

Not available

X

131108 1247

Blush

Doug

madpix@me.com

11/8/2013

Not available

X

131108 1452

Courshon

Jerome

courshon@yahoo.com

11/8/2013

90039

131113 1011

Aguiluz

Hyginus

hyginus.aguiluz@lausd.net

10/9/2013

90039

131113 1017

Bronstein-Trumfio

Ronna

kingsizesoundlabsla@gmail.com

11/7/2013

Not available

131203 4456-1

Wehbi

Margaret

mawehbi@gmail.com

9/27/2013

90250

131203 4456-12

Martinez

Andrea

andrea.denike.martinez@gmail.com

9/29/2013

Not available

131203 4456-13

Alessio

Allan

allanalessio@yahoo.com

9/29/2013

Not available

131203 4456-14

Armstrong (email cut off)

Megan

meganleearmstrong@gmail.com

9/30/2013

131203 4456-3

Maylad

Geejay

gmaylad@jacobsongrp.com

131203 4456-5

Holby

Pete

pholby@gmail.com

131203 4456-6

Woein

Harvey

131203 4456-7

Ramos

131203 4456-8

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

9/28/2013

91206

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

9/28/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

harvwoein@juno.com

9/28/2013

90031

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Miguel

mramos86@gmail.com

9/29/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Tena

Andres

tenaandres@yahoo.com

9/29/2013

90042

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131203 4456-9

Kempowski

Renate

rdemeyer@mindspring.com

9/29/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

131203 4456-10

Coyne

Kelly

mizcoyne@gmail.com

10/1/2013

Not available

131203 4456-11

Reyes

Gerardo

greyesvega@gmail.com

9/29/2013

Not available

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

131108 0846
131108 0847-2

X

X
X

X

X

Subject:

130930 0821

From: Dave Duce [mailto:dave_duce@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 10:34 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion Bridge Bike Lane
Hello Tami,
Recently I attended the community workshop for the Glendale Hyperion Bridge Project.
I understand there is a need to retrofit the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge for
seismic code, and appreciate the effort to preserve the historic fabric and
nature of the bridge, this is great news. Thank you Caltrans staff and City
of LA staff for pushing this bridge rebuild project forward.
I am a resident/property owner in Atwater Village and Franklin Hills. I
use the Glendale Hyperion Bridge at least four times a day, many days more
than that. I am a pedestrian, cyclist, driver and fan of the bridge.
Cars and bikes sharing lanes when their speeds are so different is a recipe
for a fatality. We need at least an up-hill/SB bike lane or someone will
die on the semi-blind corner. Speeds on that stretch are already around
50+mph, with the addition of planned K-rails, driver perceived safety
levels will increase and speeds will also increase, yet cyclist are
expected to share the same lane. Many students commute to Marshall High on
that road. It's a numbers game, someone will get run over if we do not
separate bikes and cars. I urge you to drive and observe the speeds as they
are currently on the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge, or better yet ride or walk
over the bridge and judge the safety levels yourself for families with kids.
Why are the LA Master Bike Plan and Complete Streets not being implemented
on this perfect occasion to do so?
Please don't deprive the residents of Silver Lake, Franklin Hills access to
the Bike Trails of the LA River Plan, this will be viewed as a mistake as
future generations who look back at the choices we make today.
We love our bridge, it's an iconic neighborhood symbol and an homage to our
veterans. Lets keep it as a neighborhood bridge and increase its
functionality by allowing all people to use it safely.
Dave Duce
Pedestrian, Cyclist, Driver, Admirer of LA
-----
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Subject:
130930 0822
From: Bryan J. Blumberg [mailto:bjtwuk@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 8:24 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project COMMENT
CARD
Date: Thursday, September 26, 2013
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this
card in the comment box or send it by October 11, 2013 via email to
Tami.Pdesta@dot.ca.gov, or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles CA 90012
Name: BRYAN J BLUMBERG
Address: 4246 Holly Knoll Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027-3243
Email: bjtwuk@yahoo.com
Organization represented, if any: Citizen of the City of Los Angeles
Comment:
There were 23 bicyclists who lost their lives in Los Angeles
County in 2012. So far, before the end of the 9th month of 2013, there
have already been 28 deaths of bicyclists in Los Angeles County. As the
death toll of bicyclists rises, it is irresponsible to spend $50,000,000
remodeling the Hyperion Viaduct without providing for the safety of all who
cross it.
I live in the Franklin Hills and travel by bicycle for most of
my daily errands. Whether I go to Downtown Los Angeles, Glendale, Burbank,
North Hollywood or Sherman Oaks, I either use the LA River bikeway or cross
it. The only streets in the entire area which can be used are Los Feliz
Blvd, Hyperion Avenue or Glendale Blvd. None of them are safe for
bicyclists.
In Atwater, Glendale Blvd. has a bike lane which leads to the
Hyperion Viaduct, but crossing Hyperion by bicycle is very risky today. In
Los Feliz, Griffith Park Blvd. has a bike lane leading to Los Feliz Blvd,
but Los Feliz Blvd is dangerous for bicyclists particularly where it
crosses the Golden State Freeway. Recently Rowena Avenue was put on a road
diet and given bicycle lanes, but Glendale Blvd from the LA River Bike Path
to Rowena has substandard lanes and metal grates.
By widening traffic lanes on Hyperion and installing a center
median wall, I fear that motor vehicles will travel at higher than posted
speed limits, which will make it even more dangerous for bicyclists than it
5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14
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already is.
In order to protect the lives of all of the citizens of Los
Angeles, including bicyclists, please reconsider your plan. Please include
a bike lane on Hyperion Avenue.
===========================
BRYAN J. BLUMBERG
4246 Holly Knoll Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90027-3243 USA
phone: 323-660-1888
email: bjtwuk@yahoo.com <bjtwuk@sbcglobal.net>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0823-1
From: Marc Caswell [marcacaswell@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 9:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Bridge Proposal is in Violation of Caltrans
DDR61-R1
Ms. Podesta & Honorable LA City Representatives:
As someone who lives just a few miles from Hyperion/Glendale Bridge I am
astonished and outraged by this new proposal -- which fails to include
basic amenities for people who bicycle and walk.
The failure to recognize the LA Bicycle Plan's proposal for a bike lane is
in direct violation of Caltrans Deputy Directive 61-R1 <
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/complete_streets_files/dd_64_r1_signed.pdf>
which calls on staff to "Ensure incorporation of bicycle, pedestrian, and
transit travel elements in all Department transportation plans and studies."
Failure to include even a basic bicycle lane -- let alone a sidewalk on
only one side of the road; and to design it freeway-level speeds so close
to Ivanhoe Elementary School, Griffith Park and Red Car River Park is
reckless and callous to the nearby residents.
To design a street for such high speeds without the basic infrastructure
for safe bicycling, in direct violation of Caltrans DDR61-R1, places
Caltrans and the City/County of Los Angeles in various states of legal
liability should someone be injured while bicycling on this street.
I urge you to reconsider the proposal and include, at a minimum, a standard
5-foot bicycle lane in each direction.
Sincerely,
Marc Caswell
Silverlake Resident
415-418-0657<tel:415-418-0657>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0823-2
From: Marino Pascal [pascal@locationscout.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:27 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Safe bridge for bicycles and pedestrians
This issue is close to me because my daughter was hit by a car while biking
on Hyperion Ave bridge.
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people
like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Marino Pascal
2525 Crestmoore Pl
Los Angeles, CA 90065
-Marino Pascal
323-963-FILM (3456)
http://locationscout.com
-----
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Subject:
130930 0824-1
From: Matt Ruscigno [mailto:mattruscigno@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 12:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: Please, No Hyperion/Glendale Freeway
Tami,
Hello. As a public health professional, I'd like to express my concern
about 'improving' the Hyperion /Glendale bridge by increasing traffic
speeds to 55 MPH. This bridge is a connecter between two dense
neighborhoods that are very walkable and bikeable. The bridge currently is
dangerous enough for anyone willing to brave it without being enclosed in a
personal automobile- something I have to do often. Why make it less
friendly to everyone else when Los Angeles, the country and even the world
is working to expand travel options to include everyone- not just those in
a car, in a rush.
This bridge is very important for all types of people with varying
transportation choices. It's 2013, autmobile-centric design is on the way
out. Let's keep Los Angeles moving forward in a progressive, safe way.
And doesn't the 2010 Bike Plan call for bike lanes anyway? This seems like
a no-brainer.
Thank you for considering this,
Matt Ruscigno, MPH, RD
ps. If you need more info on how gas taxes don't cover road costs:
http://shar.es/Kcawq
www.truelovehealth.com
www.twitter.com/mattruscigno <http://www.twitter.com/truelovehealth>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0824-2
From: sheigh [sheigh@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 9:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Ave. - Safety First, Community Second, Freeway Speeds Last
I live in Silver Lake and support the businesses in Atwater Village. I
cross Hyperion Ave. on my bicycle, or on foot, with my dog to travel to and
from both Silver Lake and Atwater. I travel to support the small businesses
blossoming in Atwater. The farmers markets, the outdoor cafes and bistros,
the juice shops, the yoga and dance studios, the pet shops, the Atwater
library.
As you consider plans to revamp the Hyperion-Glendale complex of bridges
you must prioritize the safety of our local residents and the visitors to
our neighborhoods.
Another key consideration for future growth is the emergent LA River
business district, ideal for cyclists, runners, skaters and even kayakers
and bird watchers.
As an active resident of the area, making Los Angeles more livable, to me,
means making our roadways more safe. This includes providing safe passage
for the walkers and cyclists who tragically and unnecessarily make up 39%
of the road fatalities in Los Angeles each year.
The reckless pursuit of vehicular speed on our neighborhood roadways will
only worsen if our footbridge is built to freeway standards at 55 MPH with
no bike lanes and no safe areas for pedestrians.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Sheigh Crabtree
Teviot Street, Silver Lake, 90039
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-1
From: Katie Bennett [katie.bennett@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:31 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Concern for Hyperion Bridge Design - use NACTO Design Standards
As a native Angeleno, who just moved from Mid-City to Silverlake, a move
motivated by better bike amenities and proximity to my friends and
community, I am am saddened to learn that cyclist have to fight for their
safety; again. I frequently travel between Silver Lake and Atwater Village
via Hyperion Ave and it is already terrifying when I am on my bike, and
sometimes even in my vehicle. It is essential that Hyperion Ave. be made
safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and
Traffic lane design to discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy and NACTO's design principles (of
which LA is an active member). The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Katie Bennett
3255 Descanso Drive
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-2
From: Mark Vallianatos [mvalli@oxy.edu]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:37 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Safe, complete street on hyperion viaduct
I'm a professor at Occidental College who teaches the College's course on
transportation policy and streets. I also walk, bike, ride transit and
drive between Silver Lake and Atwater Village.
The semester is barely a month old and my students have already heard me
explain how, in the 'bad old days,' road engineers designed streets with
wide lanes and 'forgiving' design features supposedly to protect speeding
drivers. You don't have to be a transportation researcher to understand
that incorporating these rural highway features in urban settings end up
encouraging dangerous speeds. Roads designed with wide lanes and crash
barriers kill pedestrians, cyclists and drivers directly by encouraging
fast driving, and indirectly by discouraging healthy, active transportation
because residents are scared to use streets designed like speedways.
When I described these past mistakes in road design to my class and
explained how streets are currently being changed to protect all users -and designed to discourage speeding - little did I know that the City and
Caltrans were working on a project straight out of the discredited speedway
playbook. I'm very disappointed to see that the design of the Hyperion
viaduct includes wide lanes, banked turns and crash barriers that
psychologically encourage drivers to speed. I'm also dismayed that there is
no bike lane on Hyperion.
Please redesign this important linkage with narrower travel lanes (the
newly released NACTO Urban Street Design Guide
http://nacto.org/usdg/typically recommends 10 and 11 feet lanes on
most city streets), without
crash barriers or banked turns, bike lanes, with wider sidewalks, and with
a complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct.
Sincerely,
mark vallianatos
3591 canada st, LA, 90065
-mark vallianatos
policy director, urban & environmental policy institute
adjunct professor, urban & environmental policy
occidental college
mvalli@oxy.edu<mailto:mvalli@oxy.edu>
323 259 1458
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-3
From: Camille Dieterle [camilledieterle@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 12:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Bicycle lanes critical on Hyperion roadway development!
Dear Leaders,
As someone who bikes or walks frequently between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Camille Dieterle
3220 Descanso Drive.
LA< CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-4
From: Roadblock [roadblock@midnightridazz.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:23 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Public Hearing Request
Hi Tami
I would like to make a request for a public hearing for the Hyperion /
Glendale Aqueduct project. Please inform me of the procedure to do so. I
was told last night at the meeting that I need to follow a certain
procedure to make this happen and I absolutely want this.
There is NO WAY I will let our only route to Glendale be re-designed into a
freeway like corridor.
Too many of my friends have been maimed / killed on that road as it is.
Thank you.
-Don Ward
silverlake / los feliz / atwater stake holder.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0827-1
From: George Pillage [crappola@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 1:57 AM
To: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION / GLENDALE VIADUCT.
Dear Dinosaurs.
The dream of a city based on oil powered / manufactured transit machines is
OVER.
These days people ride bikes - though neither cal trans OR LADOT would know
because neither of you actually count bicycles in your traffic counts - and
people walk, and people take transit. Some people will always drive, but
it's time to stop catering to them exclusively as you dinosaurs have been
doing now for decades.
That being said...
STOP TRYING TO CREEP IN A FREEWAY into my neighborhood please. THANK YOU.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
George
-----
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Subject:
130930 0827-2
From: Noah Mercer [noah_ten@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 2:24 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion bridge changes
I routinely bike over the Hyperion bridge into Atwater (and back) and it's
a terrible experience: I need to crank out as much speed as possible to
minimize the difference between me and the fast-moving traffic while
simultaneously avoiding potholes and debris and trying to stay out of the
way of said traffic. At the end of the bridge it gets worse: Suddenly I
have more fast-moving traffic coming up on me from my right rear, wanting
to cross my lane and two others to get to the first u-turn light, and they
can't see me in advance because I'm descending from above them. And of
course there's still the speeding traffic to my left, leaving me sandwiched
like a smear of mustard between pieces of steel.
Coming back home is even worse: I have to cross two lanes of fast-moving
traffic to enter the bridge, but this time I'm moving uphill, making me a
slow-moving obstacle for drivers in a hurry.
But even while juggling all of this I still find time to wonder at the kids
I see walking over the bridge on their way to and from Marshall High: How
do they possibly enter and exit the bridge alive each morning and afternoon
when they have to walk across those same lanes of fast-moving traffic?
There's a lot that could be done to improve this situation for cyclists,
pedestrians and schoolchildren:
Add bike lanes
Add traffic-slowing measures such as narrower lanes
Add a crosswalk with a signal at each end of the bridge
These sorts of changes would help make this important thoroughfare linking
Silver Lake and Atwater consistent with the bike plan and the Caltrans
complete street plan and should be included in the redesign.
Sincerely,
Noah Mercer
Los Feliz
-----
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Subject:
130930 0827-3
From: Will Bassett [bookbike13@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 2:39 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Avenue is a street. It needs to carry some of the ever
growing bike traffic in this area. Move forward and accept the bike as a
real alternative form of transportation, Plan for it now and in the future.
More bikes lead to few autos on the roa...
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-1
From: Jayme Filippini [jaymefilippini@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 3:21 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Fix Hyperion bridge - Bike lanes and safe cross walks and
sidewalks
I have often run from Atwater to Silverlake reservoir to exercise and have
experienced firsthand how fast cars travel on the Hyperion bridge that
connects these two communities. It is truly terrifying - this has to be
100x worse on a bike!
I've heard the plans to improve this thoroughfare do NOT include safe paths
for bikes and adequate crosswalks for cyclists and pedestrians crossing the
bridge and accessing the river...Given the new law that requires cars give
3ft space for cyclists - how can this be done if you include a new median
and no bike lanes? Not only that, bike lanes seem so important now that so
many people are taking alternate (non- automotive) transportation to get
around LA. I've tried to take my kids on bike rides and the travel on major
streets without bike lanes is harrowing! I'll have to wait til they get
older, which is unfortunate as I need the exercise now!!!
Please consider all the public comment supporting a revised plan to include
bike paths and adequate cross walks on the Atwater side to access the river
bike path - it can only help to alleviate car traffic in the area and keep
people safe and healthy.
Thank you,
Jayme Filippini
460 Mt Washington Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90065
323-276-9480
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-2
From: John Kayon [johnkayon@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 3:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
info@la-bike.org
Subject:
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I ride and vision LA as taking the lead on Carbon free transport.
Also as someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
John L Kayon
Los Angeles CA.
Concerned Cyclist
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-3
From: Richard Risemberg [rickrise@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 1:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
To Ms. Podesta of the DOT, Mayor Garcetti, and Council Members LaBonge and
O'Farrell:
The plans for the Glendale/Hyperion bridge revealed at the recent community
meeting represent nothing less than a clumsy tumble back into the past of
endless reflexive pandering to the car.
For decades we have built wider and faster roads, only to discover that
they induce more traffic and congestion, degrade public health, and crush
healthy commercial activity along their corridors.
While city after city in the US, following the lead of healthy and
prosperous Northern European communities, has been emphasizing walkability
and bicycling, with brilliant results, we in Los Angeles are repeatedly
subjected to constant retrograde efforts to boost car speeds through our
neighborhoods, replacing a salubrious street life with speed, noise, fumes,
crashes, and empty sidewalks.
Silver Lake and Atwater are little success stories in the drab blandscape
that old-school traffic engineering has made of Los Angeles. Now, plans to
rebuild the Glendale/Hyperion bridge--a bridge I traverse frequently by
bicycle, and whose form and setting I know well--seem intended to result in
a chopped-off snippet of superhighway, with wide lanes and banked turns
that are guaranteed to induce dangerous and aggressive speeding. The
drivers swooping over the bridge will not be willing to slow down when they
approach Rowena or Glenhurst, nor will they have much regard for cyclists
or walkers trying to make their way to neighborhood shops--let alone
cyclists on the bridge itself.
Everywhere else in the civilized world--from other West Coast cities such
as Seattle and San Francisco, to the powerhouse towns of Chicago and New
York, to planetary capitals including Washington DC, Paris, and London,
forward-thinking engineers have chosen to slow down and de-emphasize the
car, and to support walking, cycling, and transit, which cannot co-exist
with shrieking motor traffic.
It is well-known and thoroughly proven now that nurturing the cyclist and
the walker results in more cohesive communities, less crime, healthier
populations, and increasingly profitable businesses.
Messieurs Labonge and O'Farrell, ladies and gentlemen of CalTrans and the
DOT, if you let this unconsidered project move forward as presented, you
will be remembered as the last, lost befuddled champions of an obsolete
obsession with speed over people, with chrome-plated arrogance over
prosperous communities, with the ignorant and presumptive past over the
prosperous future the rest of the world is bounding into without us.
Richard Risemberg
648 1/2 S. Burnside Ave. (CD4)
Los Angeles, CA 90036
323-428-4669
5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 17

-Richard Risemberg
http://www.bicyclefixation.com
http://www.SustainableCityNews.com
http://gridlogisticsinc.com
http://www.rickrise.com
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-4
Attachments: pastedGraphic.tiff; _Certification_.htm
From: Byron Head [byronhead@airmail.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 4:12 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
.................You Cheap Lying Bastards - Again
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk or bike friendly flyover on the Atwater end of
the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale
Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I'm 63 and own 4 different bikes any one of which I ride daily. And I
bought an electric assist bike at the Alt Car Expo in Santa Monica last
weekend where they tend to give a crap about bike riders.
Most Sincerely,
Byron Head
4804 Laurel Canyon
Los Angeles
-----
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Subject:
130930 0829-1 (Referenced as 131107 1307-1 in the Letter Comments
Database)
From: james bledsoe [jamesbleds0e@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Why widen the bridge at all. The primary reason i hear while volunteering
at the Bicycle Kitchen for not riding bicycles is "I am afraid of cars". If
we calm traffic and build a safe cycling infrastructure we will solve many
transportation problems. At the same time being able to use bicycle for the
bulk of our daily trips to the store,work and recreation destinations will
reduce the over all need to earn money there by giving us all more time to
do useful things with our families and friends. i understand this notion of
earning less is contrary to the conventional measures of wealth and
prosperity. Let me simply respond in advance, money does not grow on trees
but apples do and if you have apples you don't need money. Also i
understand this topic is focused on the DOT's work but the real underlying
it issue is our collective quality of life. It is very important to
consider the far ranging and complex results of any infrastructural design
decisions. The cost of widening the bridge will prevent the reworking of
some other infrastructural issues, like restoring the the LA River or
building more subway and light rail facilities. Simply repainting a lot of
our existing roads and adding inexpensive lane divers will allay the fears
of many potential cyclist and we will all live better.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0829-2
From: Eyal Amiran [eyalamiran@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:25 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion
Dear Tami Podesta,
I oppose the expansion of Hyperion. We need to preserve those qualities
that make Silver Lake so attractive--take them away, and the value of the
place will diminish, and with it property taxes and future development. We
need a careful balance, not a bigger road, noise, and pollution. How does
such an expansion improve the livability of Silver Lake? does it help
pedestrians and bicycle riders? does it encourage small shop traffic and
character in this part of town?
Sincerely,
Eyal Amiran
2013 Micheltorena Street
Silver Lake
-----
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Subject:
130930 0831-1
From: Michael Blanchard [mlblanchard@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway? No, thank you. Make LA safe for pedestrians and
cyclists
As someone who bikes, walks and runs between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Michael Blanchard
5124 Vincent Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90041
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 22

Subject:
130930 0831-2
From: Erial [etu.edu@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 9:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I was going to copy and paste but I just wanted to share. Every time I have
to bike over Hyperion I feel like -- well this could be it today someone
hits me with their car and drives off. It's happened to a few of my cycling
friends.
As a commuting cyclist and driver -- I believe we need to encourage safety
all around. Biking not only reduces traffic, it makes citizens healthier
and builds a better community. Not to mention, if we make LA the capital of
bikes and pedestrians, imagine tourist renting bikes and exploring
businesses beyond Hollywood boulevard; everyone wins. Angelinos are
starting to use bikes as a method of transportation more and more and it's
awesome. However, if we do not meet this demand with providing safe passage
it will not be a lasting boom of an alternative method of transportation.
We need to invest in our future Los Angeles! We can't let those Portland or
Long Beach go-getters out pace us -- with their nice bicycle lanes and
fancy trains. We have almost 365 days of sunshine and you want people to be
bound to their cars to go 10 minutes away? I say be the elected leaders
that we all know you are step up to the plate and hit a home run -- or
knock some points off that ERA (if your a pitcher) -- let's make LA safe
for cyclist! Also, I urge you to walk or bike the section of Hyperion in
question -- it is indeed terrifying.
Respectfully,
Erial Tompkins
-----
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Subject:
130930 0833-1
Attachments: pastedGraphic.tiff; _Certification_.htm
From: Rita Valencia [valencia.rita@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:49 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Avenue Plan
Dear Tami Podesta
As a cyclist, pedestrian and homeowner in the community of Silver Lake for
over 20 years, I am concerned about the plans for the Hyperion Bridge over
the 5 freeway having a design speed of 55 miles per hour. It is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's
needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through
an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. Crossing the Hyperion viaduct from
Atwater to Silver Lake is currently very unsafe and needs to be adapted for
cyclists, autos and pedestrians to to coexist. This project can make all
travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Rita Valencia
valencia.rita@gmail.com<mailto:valencia.rita@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0833-2
From: Josef Taylor [josef.taylor@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:15 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Crossing
Hi, I'm writing to express concerns over the new plans for the
Glendale-Hyperion Crossing.
There are currently no bridges in this area with any bike infrastructure,
and it is a heavily used corridor for anyone who lives nearby. Please
consider the exploding number of people who have chosen to use bicycles for
their daily transportation recently. It's not a fad, it's not a sport. It's
LA catching up to the rest of the world. Our elected officials get this,
which is why the 2010 bicycle master plan specified bike lanes on the
bridge. To do anything short of exceeding the expectations in that plan is
to deliberately sabotage our future, and the safety of countless angelenos.
Please work to reduce the speed of traffic on this crossing and make it
safe, not just for motorists, not just for spandex-clad sports cyclists,
but for bicyclists and pedestrians, humans, from 8 years old to 80.
Josef Taylor
-----
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Subject:
130930 0834
From: Rik Williams [rjw297@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 2:48 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please make Hyperion bike-friendly
To whom it may concern,
As someone who frequently cycles throughout northeast LA (including Atwater
and Silver Lake), I was deeply disappointed to learn that the planned
Hyperion Avenue Viaduct rehabilitation includes essentially no facilities
for bicycles and pedestrians. This stretch of road connects two busy
commercial/residential districts that are almost always teeming with bike
and foot traffic, and connecting them with a 55mph thoroughfare will only
continue to endanger cyclists who need to cross between these areas.
On the other hand, a design that enhances bike and pedestrian safety will
provide a unique, contiguously bikeable and walkable community, while still
providing ample capacity for automobile traffic. In the Hyperion Viaduct
redesign I strongly encourage you to include such enhancements, including
bicycle lanes, well-marked crosswalks, and slower traffic speeds, for the
safety of this vibrant urban neighborhood.
Sincerely,
Rik Williams
318 N Avenue 52
Highland Park, Los Angeles, 90042
-----
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Subject:
130930 0835
From: Niall Huffman [nhuffman28@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:41 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom LaBonge; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Don't turn Glendale and Hyperion into freeways -- make them safe
for everyone
Dear Ms. Podesta:
I am writing to express my concerns regarding the DEIR for the
Glendale/Hyperion bridge complex improvement project. Specifically, I find
deeply troubling the inadequate safety measures for bicycle and pedestrian
users and the seeming prioritization of automobile speed over all other
design considerations. I urge Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles to
rethink the need for high design speeds on the renovated bridge complex and
to provide safe, dedicated access for nonmotorized users. In addition, I
request that the various agencies involved in the project hold a formal
public hearing to allow members of the community to openly voice their
concerns.
The Glendale/Hyperion bridge is particularly well-used by people riding
bicycles in spite of the fact that it is not very bike-friendly, as it is
one of only a few crossings of the Los Angeles River between Silver Lake
and Atwater Village. The City of Los Angeles is well aware of this fact -so well aware that it included bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue as part of the
2010 Bicycle Plan.
Despite this recognition of the bridge as an important connecting route for
nonmotorized users, the proposed renovations of the bridge, as described in
the EIR, fail to adequately accommodate safe bicycling and walking.
Caltrans and the City's Bureau of Engineering (BOE) are designing Hyperion
to freeway standards with a design speed of 55 miles per hour. Based on
that design speed, they are pursuing a median crash barrier, banked turns,
and excessively wide car lanes. Those decisions leave no room for bike
lanes and just a narrow sidewalk on only one side of the street.
This is particularly perplexing when we consider that the speed limit on
the street segments that lie at each end of the bridge is 35 mph. I cannot
fathom what benefit is gained from encouraging drivers to accelerate to
freeway speeds for the length of the bridge and become acclimated to those
speeds just as they reemerge into an urbanized area where people live,
work, shop, walk and ride bikes. Simply designing the bridge to normal city
street standards would leave enough room for everyone and would avoid
turning Hyperion into a de facto expressway.
As someone who regularly bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14
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No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Boulevard
Finally, I ask that a formal public hearing be held to allow all potential
users of the bridge the opportunity to voice their concerns and know that
their comments will be incorporated into the record. It is crucial that the
needs of non-automobile bridge users be taken into account.
There is no reason for this project to be inconsistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can help to overcome that barrier and provide safe and comfortable
alternatives to the automobile for many thousands of Angelenos. I urge the
reconsideration of the dangerous design proposed for this project.
-Niall Huffman
945 South Sycamore Avenue, Los Angeles
nhuffman28@gmail.com<mailto:nhuffman28@gmail.com>
714.323.1878<tel:714.323.1878>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-1
From: otbhans@gmail.com [mailto:otbhans@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Hans
Keifer
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:54 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Make Hyperion Ave. Viaduct Safe for Biking and Walking
Dear Tami,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Hans Keifer
11716 Babbitt Ave
Granada Hills, CA
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-2
From: underconsume@gmail.com [underconsume@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion safety
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would likethe project to
include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding No crash barrier and
banked turns that will make people drive even faster A complete crosswalk
on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and givebicyclistsan alternative through the
dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Best,
Ron McGill
310~701~0510
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-3
From: Luke Klipp [lukehklipp@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:29 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Proposed Hyperion-Glendale Bridge Changes
Ms. Podesta,
I'm writing to express my strong concern about the proposed changes and
upgrades to the Hyperion-Glendale bridge. I'm not an avid cyclist or
die-hard pedestrian, but I do recognize the importance of accommodating a
variety of means of transportation, wherever possible, and particularly
when there are limited access points across a barrier like the LA River and
5 Freeway. This is especially true given that this bridge links two
bike-friendly and pedestrian-friendly communities that lack real
connections between them for people not driving.
It is really upsetting to me to learn that the proposed changes to the
bridge include design modifications intended to accommodate 55 MPH traffic,
which requires widened lanes and takes away what little space could have
been in place for bikes and pedestrians while making it that much more
dangerous for bicyclists and pedestrians to cross this bridge. Supposedly,
the speed limit is 35 MPH, but the design just assumes people will drive 20
MPH over the speed limit and attempts to accommodate that.
What an absolute shame. LADOT should be ashamed for having come up with
this design proposal, particularly as recent data shows that nearly 90% of
LA's new residents in the past year have low- to no-vehicle households.
These are folks who are walking, bicycling, taking transit, etc., and we're
designing a long-overdue upgrade to a bridge that is almost
singularly-focused on cars? So utterly disappointing.
I understand that the proposal includes a widened sidewalk on the north
side of the bridge, which comes at the expense of any sidewalk on the south
side and which is only accessible by crossing what is essentially an
on-ramp to the 5 Freeway (by the way, have you ever tried to walk across a
freeway on- or off-ramp without a traffic signal to aid you? It's one of
the scariest experiences you can have as a pedestrian).
I'm so disappointed at the lack of vision and creativity in LADOT's
proposal for the Hyperion-Glendale bridge "upgrades" and wanted to voice
that opinion while I hope there's still time to revisit this proposal and
hopefully recognize just how important a linkage it is between two of LA's
most walkable and bikeable neighborhoods.
Thank you for reading this and for your willingness to hear what I have to
say.
-Luke Klipp
---email: lukehklipp@gmail.com<mailto:lukehklipp@gmail.com>
phone: (415) 203-3102
Work like you don't need the money,
Love like you've never been hurt, and
Dance like nobody's watching.
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Subject:
130930 0836-4
From: Natalie Cardenas [msohno213@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:53 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Natalie Cardenas
1427 McCollum Street
Los Angeles CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-5
From: Stambler@aol.com [Stambler@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:59 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge Redesign
At the community meeting the other evening regarding the bridge, the
engineers and officials indicated that the three reasons for the redesign
were seismic retrofitting, traffic capacity, and historic preservation. I
fail to see how renovating the bridge to accommodate traffic traveling at
55 miles per hour is in keeping with any of those reasons. It would seem to
make much more sense to apply the traffic-calming principles that have
proven so effective in other neighborhood streets. The viaduct is a primary
passageway for pedestrians and bikes as well as cars and trucks. It's hard
to imagine that the city and state can't come up with a more sensible
approach -- one that takes into consideration the needs of all travelers -than the design that is currently on the table.
Mark Stambler
3001 Maxwell Street
Los Angeles 90027
-----
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Subject:
130930 0837-1
From: Kalee Thompson [mailto:kalee.thompson@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:31 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Hello,
It has come to my attention that city plans to renovate the Hyperion bridge
that connects Los Feliz to Atwater Village are not bike and pedestrian
friendly. I feel strongly that we need to slow traffic in these areas and
create a safer and more welcoming environment for those who choose or have
no choice but to bike or walk.
In my opinion, any renovation to bridges crossing the LA River should
include bike lanes. There is already a shortage of safe ways to get across
the river in these neighborhoods.
Please prioritize the safety and support of cyclists and pedestrians. It
will make our city a happier, friendlier, and safer place.
Thank you,
Kalee Thompson
Biker, Walker, Mother, Resident of NELA
Kalee Thompson
718.930.9891
Twitter: Kaleewrites
Read My Book!
WWW.DEADLIESTSEA.COM
-----
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Subject:
130930 0837-2
From: Darren Conly [djconly@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:54 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Please better accommodate bicycles in the Hyperion-Glendale bridge
redesign!
As a cyclist and 3-year resident of Los Angeles, I am only too aware of the
challenges brought about by the fact that this bridge does not feature any
sort of bicycle infrastructure. If I, or any of the many cyclists
inhabiting Silver Lake, Echo Park, Atwater Village, or Glendale wish to
travel between these areas, it is unnecessarily difficult under current
conditions.
In particular, getting from Atwater Village to Silver Lake via bicycle is
difficult as it requires either braving the Hyperion bridge with vehicles
traveling over 55mph, or it requires taking a more circuitous, hilly route
via Glendale Boulevard.
Normally, we would just have to accept these conditions as-is since
building new infrastructure is very expensive. But the fact that the
Hyperion bridge is being rebuilt is a perfect opportunity to feasibly and
efficiently make a vital connection in the growing network of bicycle
infrastructure in Los Angeles. Doing so would also further the LADOT's goal
of promoting more sustainable transportation options.
In short, please make the most of the opportunity presented by this
project. Don't use it to promote the outdated status quo of facilitating
vehicular traffic in an area with so much potential for alternative forms
of transportation. Take advantage to provide a safe and convenient
connection for all road users between these two vibrant neighborhoods.
Sincerely,
Darren Conly
MURP, UCLA Class of 2012
-----
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Subject:
130930 0837-3
From: ds [d.sofly@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All!
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe walk/bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River.
This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Diana Estrada
4210 Los Feliz , Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
130930 0838-1 (Referenced as 131108 0847-2 in the E-mail Database)
From: Kathryn Savage [kmsavage@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Make Hyperion Avenue Safe for Everyone
I am a young woman who frequently rides my bike between Atwater Village and
Silverlake, and I demand that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for bicyclists
and pedestrians. We need to provide infrastructure that makes walking,
biking and driving feasible and safe, not infrastructure that solely
permits cars to speed recklessly and endanger our communities.
Hyperion Avenue should have:
- bike lanes, as designated by the City's 2010 bicycle master plan
- a sidewalk on each side of the street
- well-marked crosswalks
- narrower traffic lanes to give space for bicyclists and pedestrians and
discourage speeding
Hyperion Avenue should NOT have:
- a dangerously high speed limit of 55 miles per hour through our
communities
- a median crash barrier and banked turns, encouraging reckless driving
- extra-large car lanes, leaving room for only a narrow sidewalk on one
side of the street
In 2010, the City of L.A. set a goal for itself to install bike lanes on
Hyperion Ave. There is no reason for this project not to fulfill that goal.
Moreover, Hyperion Avenue needs bike lanes precisely because it connects
two communities, both of which have a huge, fast-growing number of
bicyclists and pedestrians. Our city streets are not freeways! They are
avenues for safely moving traffic, pedestrians and bicyclists throughout
our communities.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Savage
12354 Sarah Street
Studio City, CA 91604
-----
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Subject:
130930 0838-2
From: Will Clark [clarkws@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway!
I must say, I'm very disappointed with the design for Hyperion Ave, one of
the EXTREMELY few routes crossing the 5 and the LA River between Silverlake
and Atwater Village, and an area that already very strongly privileges car
traffic to the detriment of all other modes of transit. This is the kind of
retrograde thinking that Los Angeles has been trying to change in its
infrastructure and planning, and this design sends the wrong message to
pedestrians, cyclists and others who wish to experience their city in a
safe, humane way.
As someone who travels frequently in this area as a cyclist and as a
pedestrian, I find these proposals disappointing, and against the ethos of
comprehensive transit advocated by our newly elected mayor, who should lead
this issue by endorsing a redesign for Hyperion Ave that comprehensively
and safely encourages the multiple forms of transportation other than
automobiles. Such a project would include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
You have an opportunity to do this right.
Sincerely,
Will
-310.924.7318
-----
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Subject:
130930 0838-3
From: John Cork [johncork@mac.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:28 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion: Let's do it right!
A great deal of time, effort and passion was put into the LA 2010 Master
Bike Plan, and part of that was recognition that Hyperion was an important
street that needed improvement for pedestrians and cyclists.
I know. I use it all the time.
Silver Lake and Atwater Village are burgeoning neighborhoods, filled with
folks who want to walk to cafes, shops, clubs and neighbors. They have
grown to be so popular because they have developed a street life
independent of the car traffic that flows through them. The LA River and
the 5 freeway have worked as social and economic barriers between these two
great neighborhoods. How CalTrans deals with Hyperion changes will help
unify or hamper this wonderful community.
This is an area filled with schools - public and private. This is an area
filled with cyclists who want and need many safe access points to the LA
River Path - a crown jewel of the area. Any changes in Hyperion need to
take into consideration the requirements of students who want to walk or
bike to school and the practical needs of those who use the LA River Path
on a regular basis. I know folks who do not use the path but live less than
two-tenths of a mile from it. Why? They feel they can't get to an entrance
safely on their bicycles.
The other morning, I was compelled to drive from Glendale into Silver Lake
via Hyperion. It was a slow-moving train of cars. Many drivers were talking
on their phones. Some were texting. No cyclists used Hyperion while I was
in that traffic jam.
Now, I want you to imagine another scenario. Same traffic jam, but in the
bike lanes are dozens of cyclists huffing past every couple of minutes. On
the sidewalks are a steady stream of walkers. The cyclists move faster than
the traffic. LAPD has responsibly cracked down on the distracted drivers,
who now look at the scene rather than their cell phone screens. And each
day, a few more of those drivers do the calculus - the cyclists are moving;
the drivers are not. The cyclists look like they are having fun; the
drivers are not. And each day, another kid going to Franklin or Ivanhoe or
Lyceé thinks they might want to ride a bike to school rather than ride in a
car.
And each week, there is one less car in the Hyperion traffic jam.
You can make that happen. You can make these neighborhoods stronger. You
can raise the safety and quality of life quotients for those in all the
neighborhoods that access the LA River Path by making Hyperion safe for
cyclists and walkers. You can strengthen the businesses of the
neighborhoods by giving those who ride and walk the path better access to
the wonderful cafes and shops of Atwater and Silver Lake.
Do the right thing. Make the work on Hyperion reflect the values of those
who live there. Los Angeles may be "life in the fast lane," but more and
more are choosing "life in the bike lane." Honor that choice.
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Best,
John Cork
2516 Kenilworth Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90039
323 273-1375
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-1
From: David Matsu [davidmatsu@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale bridge complex redesign
Ms. Podesta, Mr. Mayor, and Distinguished Councilmen,
I am writing to express my severe concern about the proposed redesign of
the Hyperion-Glendale bridge complex. This structure links a variety of
mid-sized and small local roadways with commercial and residential
neighborhoods. My first concern is that the bridges are being designed to
accommodate highway level traffic speeds of up to 55 mph. These bridge
spans are short and end on all sides in dense areas with lots of local
traffic, pedestrians, shops, and homes. There is simply no reason to design
this structure to encourage drivers to reach freeway speeds. It is unsafe
and provides no benefit to traffic flow as these high speeds will only
produce back ups at either end as well as leading to increased collisions.
Perhaps more importantly, the roadway design that would allow these high
speeds requires that there would be little to no remaining space on the
bridges to accommodate cyclists or pedestrians in any reasonable manner.
Not only is this extremely short-sighted, it directly violates Los Angeles’
Complete Streets policy that requires the access of all users to be a
primary consideration in road design. This area is a key linkage point
across the Los Angeles River with no nearby alternatives serving these
important neighborhoods. It should provide access for all people.
Whatever is constructed, we will be living with it for literally
generations. I strongly encourage you to follow common sense and the law
and move forward with a design that will accommodate safe movement by all
people while encouraging safe driving and smooth traffic flow.
Thank you for your attention.
David Matsu
Los Angeles, CA
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-2
From: Ray Simmons [rayinla@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 9:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge Design
I am writing to express my dismay that the Department of Transportation and
Bureau of Engineering has proposed redesigning the Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
to accommodate 55 mph speeds.
The fact that currently drivers recklessly speed over this iconic bridge is
not a reason to increase the allowed/engineered speed. Rather DOT/BOE
should pursue TRAFFIC CALMING measures. This bridge is not part of a
freeway and increased speeds on our streets lead to more accidents and more
importantly FATALITIES.
Our roads should not be viewed as automobile sewers to "throughput" as many
vehicles as possible. They should be designed to accommodate all users
SAFELY.
Ray Simmons
821 S Mansfield Ave Apt 1
Los Angeles CA 90036
"The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated,
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the
persons or things to be seized." - Amendment IV, The Constitution of the
United States of America.
“All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, that though the will of
the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will, to be rightful, must be
reasonable; that the minority possess their equal rights, which equal laws
must protect, and to violate would be oppression.” - Thomas Jefferson
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-3
From: Emily Morishita [more.emily@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 9:11 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Looming disaster of Hyperion/Glendale bridge redesign
Hello,
I am a resident in Council District 13 and was a supporter of both
O'Farrell and Garcetti in this past year's elections.
As a person growing more and more concerned about pedestrian safety, I am
outraged and saddened to hear that the Hyperion/Glendale bridge is planned
to be redesigned to accommodate speeding cars over safety. I've read that
the new design will accommodate speeds up to 55 miles per hour, since that
is currently the average speed on this bridge. So the lesson learned seems
to be that if you are ignoring the speed limit and driving 55mph we will
reward you by changing the road to accommodate you. This is ludicrous.
What I love about the Glendale Blvd area there in Atwater Village is the
small town, main street feel that has developed by a good mix of
businesses. But now we are encouraging speeding cars to dump into this
business area (and residential area).
Our engineers and politicians should be more proactive in preventing this
type of roadway and bridge from being developed.
Sincerely,
Emily Morishita
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-4
From: Joshua Handel [swiftarcher@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 10:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bicycle and Pedestrian accommodations needed on Hyperion-Glendale
Bridge
Hi Tami,
I am thoroughly disgusted by the proposed re-design of the
Hyperion-Glendale Bridge. Bridges are supposed to connect communities, not
serve as a barrier between them - a barrier that can only be crossed if one
wishes to contribute to our region's terrible air quality by driving one's
car to travel a relatively short distance. Comfortable bicycle and
pedestrian accommodations are needed on the new bridge. We are no longer
living in 1955, energy prices will continue to rise and trips that can be
made without climbing into the car will become the norm. High speeds should
not be accommodated - they should be slowed to a reasonable speed that
reflects the reality on both ends of the bridge - pedestrians on Glendale
Ave and homes and a CHURCH on Hyperion.
Please reconsider your proposed BARRIER and design a BRIDGE for the
community.
Regards,
Josh Handel
-----
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Subject:
130930 0840
From: John E. Kerr [johnkerr87@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 10:08 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale bridge
Hello,
I am a resident of Los Angeles' Sliver Lake neighborhood. I routinely
travel to Atwater Village to see friends, shop, and eat, and I routinely
take the Hyperion Bridge to connect between the two neighborhoods. As
such, it is with much interest I have been following the proposed redesign
of the bridge.
Unfortunately, the current plan is way out of line with the character of
the neighborhood. As it stands now, drivers speed over the bridge at
speeds in excess of 55mph, and it seems that the bridge is going to be
designed to freeway standards. This is simple unacceptable. As someone who
commutes via bicycle, the bridge complex, especially the Hyperion segments,
should be redesigned to encourage slower speed and include bicycle and
pedestrian upgrades. There should be wide sidewalks on either side of the
historic structure, providing views of the L.A. River below.
Hyperion is the most convenient way for cyclists and pedestrians in Silver
Lake to get to Atwater, as it avoids having to descend down the hill to the
river ad then back up the opposite banks. It is wide enough, I believe to
accommodate a cycle track, or psychically separated bike lane.
As it stands now, this bridge project is a disgrace and will encourage
dangerously high speeds on both sides of the bridge. Please reconsider the
plans for this bridge and adopt a plan that respects low speed limits,
bicycle riders, and pedestrians.
Sincerely,
John E. Kerr
Silver Lake resident
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-1
From: Brian Retchless
[mailto:brian.retchless@gmail.com<brian.retchless@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 6:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Bridge
Hello,
I recently learned of the plan to widen the Hyperion & Glendale bridges,
more specifically that bike lanes are being left out.
While I understand that the Hyperion section of the bridge is only so wide
and that removing an auto traffic lane is politically untenable, I'm
surprised that either a bike lane or cycletrack has not been proposed for
the Glendale Blvd sections. Considering the bridge is already being
widened, adding provisions for bicycles seems like a no-brainer.
I hope you'll consider some form of real bike connectivity for the bridge
widening.
best,
Brian Retchless
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-2
From: Kristen Cruise [mailto:kcruise@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 7:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I recently moved from Santa Monica to Los Feliz. I used to commute to work
on my bike in Santa Monica. I would love to do the same in Los Feliz.
However, I do not feel safe on the the Hyperion/Glendale bridge, and I know
I am not the only person who feels this way. I ask for your support of the
addition of bike lanes to the upcoming renovation and improvement plan for
this corridor. This would also strengthen the economic and cultural
exchange between Los Feliz/Silverlake and Atwater.
Thank you for your making our neighborhood safe, more environmentally
responsible and more welcoming.
Kindly,
Kristen Cruise
e| kcruise@gmail.com
c| 310.846.7151
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-3
From: nathan carballo [nathan.carballo@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 10:52 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Bridge
Tami,
Unfortunately I was not able to make it to a community discussion
concerning the changes planned on the Hyperion/Glendale viaduct that links
Silver Lake and Atwater Village. After hearing what said plans are, I am
afraid as a cyclist.
By adding an entrance to the LA river bike path, it is clear that the
concerns of cyclists in the community are somewhat important to you. This
is why I feel it needs to be said that the redesign of what seems to be
towards that more of a highway, with cement medians and banked turns, only
encourages already high speeds dangerous to cyclists. Why is the city
encouraging drivers who are driving over the posted speed limits by
catering a new design towards them?
When voting in the recent election, my decisions were HEAVILY based on each
candidate's support of the city's cyclists and pedestrians. During
campaigning. Mayor Garcetti praised the growing cycling, pedestrian, and
public transit community in this city. Why does it seem this project is
putting us on the back burner then?
I hope this message is heard and is taken into the consideration of the
candidates whom I voted for, because I believed they had my back. Thank you
so much for your time.
Nathan Carballo
Nathan.carballo@gmail.com<mailto:Nathan.carballo@gmail.com>
805-512-3166
-Nathan Carballo
I.A.T.S.E. Local 728
805-512-3166
nathan.carballo@gmail.com<mailto:nathan.carballo@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-4
From: lakersalex [lakersalex@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 12:58 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Opposition to Hyperion-Glendale Complex of Bridges Rehabilitation
Project
While the current proposal is a lose-lose, there’s still time to halt the
project and turn things around. This project needs to go back to the
drawing board, with a new set of criteria.
The streets of our cities and towns are an important part of the livability
of our communities. They ought to be for everyone, whether young or old,
motorist or bicyclist, walker or wheelchair user, bus rider or shopkeeper.
But too many of our streets are designed only for speeding cars, or worse,
creeping traffic jams.
The current plan serves 1 priority: maximizing the theoretical throughput
of vehicles at the greatest velocity possible.
Please redesign this project with the idea that a 9 year old girl riding on
a bicycle can safely make her way across this bridge.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-5
From: Vyki Englert [vyki.englert@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 3:52 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please consider bikes as a vehicle, esp in regards to Hyperion
Bridge
Over, and over it has been proven with studies in cities big and small that
cycling is not only a viable transportation alternative, but one that is
necessary to build strong healthy neighborhoods. LA deserves to be a
strong and healthy community.
As an experienced road cyclist that bikes often up to 18 miles each way to
my workplace on the west side, I am used to navigating the roads in LA.
Recently I have been riding across the existing construction and have been
nervous as I navigate a narrow < 9ft wide road painted with sharrows and
cars moving at speeds greater than 40mph.
Due to flat terrain, and beautiful weather, the potential here for a viable
cycling culture is unparalleled in this country. Take this chance to show
LA you are willing and ready to become the next bike city and improve the
quality of life for everyone on the roads.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Vyki Englert
120 S Vignes Street Apt 403, Los Angeles, CA 90012
-----
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Subject:
130930 0842-1
From: Mike Stein [mike.j.stein@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 5:32 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Redesign
Please rethink the proposed Hyperion bridge redesign, so it is pedestrian
and bike friendly.
Building a bridge to facilitate 55 MPH traffic, is building a bridge that
is incredibly dangerous for anybody that isn't in a car.
The Hyperion bridge connects communities in East LA, and spans what could
become a beautiful LA river. People should be encouraged to walk and bike
across it.
Hyperion isn't a freeway. Instead of designing a bridge because people
have been speeding on it, let's design a bridge that encourages driving
safely, and leaves a safe place for people on foot and bike to enjoy Los
Angeles.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0842-2
From: Jenni Armstrong [geekchick@geekchick.biz]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:21 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Blvd is a 35mph street
Dear Tami
I am formally requesting that a PUBLIC HEARING be held regarding the
Hyperion Glendale Ave Viaduct Improvement Project.
What steps do I need to take to make this happen?
Thank you
-________________________________
Jenni Armstrong | 106 1/2 Judge John Aiso St. #249, Los Angeles, CA
90012 | geekchick.biz<http://geekchick.biz/> | serving west Los Angeles
since 2005 | phone: 310-42-JENNI (310-425-3664) | exclusive technical,
internet, network and workstation advice for professionals, proprietors and
leaders | geekchick@geekchick.biz<mailto:geekchick@geekchick.biz>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0842-3
From: Jenny Morataya [mailto:jenny8morataya@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 12:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jenny Morataya
2611 Canada Blvd
Glendale, Ca 91208
-----
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Subject:
130930 0843 (Referenced as 131108 0847-2 in the E-mail Database)
From: Kathryn Savage [kmsavage@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 4:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Public Hearing - Hyperion Bridge Design
Dear Tami Podesta,
I would like to formally request that a public hearing be held regarding
the Hyperion Glendale Ave Viaduct Improvement Project.
Please let me know how we can make this happen
Most Sincerely,
Kathryn Savage
-----
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Subject:
130930 0932-1
From: danger [mailto:danger3d@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 29, 2013 10:51 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
David H. Aretsky 5654 oakdale ave.
woodland hills, ca
91367
-----
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Subject:
130930 0932-2
From: Severin V Martinez [mailto:smartinez28@berkeley.edu]
Sent: Sunday, September 29, 2013 10:27 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Benson, Dale R@DOT; michelle.mowery@lacity.org
Subject: Please Stop the Hyperion Freeway Project!
To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Severin Martinez, I am a resident of Northeast LA and I
frequently spend time in the areas affected by the proposed Hyperion
Freeway Project, formally known as the Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct
Improvement Project
After reviewing the informational website about this project (
http://www.glendalehyperion.com), and viewing the youtube video with
commentary from Mayor Garcetti, and Councilmembers LaBonge, and O'Farrell,
I have a number of concerns with the current proposal design specifics.
Firstly, I am surprised that if this bridge is to be a permanent
replacement that it provides absolutely no bicycle infrastructure along
Hyperion Avenue. As you may know, the 2010 LA Bike Plan (approved by the
city council when LaBonge and Garcetti both sat on the council) calls for
bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue yet bike lanes are absent from the bridge
retrofit. If this project is built without bike lanes we will simply have
to go back and add bike lanes at a later date, an unnecessary and costly
measure considering that bike lanes could be directly incorporated into the
new bridge design. Yes, this project includes a separate bicycle-pedestrian
bridge connecting to the LA River, however this does not preclude the need
for bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue. If Hyperion will be designed for 55mph,
it will be critical to have fully-separated bike lanes (also known as cycle
tracks) across Hyperion Avenue. Sharrows will do absolutely nothing to
improve safety or comfort of cycling on Hyperion Avenue and besides the
approved LA Bike Plan calls for bike lanes, not sharrows.
Secondly, I am concerned about the part of this proposal that calls
for eliminating the sidewalk on the eastbound side and widening the
sidewalk on the westbound side of Hyperion. Of course, by eliminating
pedestrian access on one side, any trip made by foot across the bridge
suddenly becomes less convenient because if they approach the bridge on the
eastbound side, they are forced to cross to get onto the westbound side
then potentially needing to cross back to the eastbound side if that is
where their destination is. Maintaining pedestrian access on both sides of
the bridge will also offer pedestrians the opportunity to have more
fantastic views of the LA River from the bridge. I understand that
Garcetti, LaBonge, and O'Farrell are all champions of the LA River
restoration– there is no reason why we should lose pedestrian access on the
eastbound side of Hyperion Avenue as this will eliminate a unique vantage
point of the LA River and surrounding urban landscape that is so uniquely
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Los Angeles in its beauty.
Thirdly, 12ft and 14ft wide motor vehicle lanes are grossly excessive. It
is a well-known fact that wider lanes encourage and tolerate higher speeds.
What is the compelling reason to make lanes so wide when it will only allow
for higher speeds? I assume the response will be because Caltrans standards
call for minimum 12ft wide lanes. But what has this standard given us?
Streets are no safer when lanes are this wide. Throughout Los Angeles many
of the heaviest traveled streets have traffic lanes no wider than 11ft.
When the LA Department of Transportation wants to make streets safer, they
will narrow excessively wide lanes and create bike lanes. This proposal
goes against the city's own practice of narrowing lanes to reduce speeding
and improve safety. The basis of the wide travel lane standard assumes that
bicyclists are non-existant and that the societal goal is to have traffic
moving at high speeds. This may have been our societal goal in the 1970's
but we have realized that higher speeds and wider lanes lead to more
collisions in an urban context.
I am also opposed to any crash barriers. Crash barriers are a response to
excessive, dangerous, and illegal speeding by drivers. However, if this
bridge is to re-designed, it can be engineered to discourage speeding,
namely through the implementation of narrower travel lanes. Crash barriers
anticipate high speed collisions, this is why we have crash barriers
dividing traffic on freeways. However, this bridge, and our neighborhood
streets are no freeways nor should they be treated as such. The presence of
sidewalks and bicycle infrastructure on both sides of the bridge should
take precedence over a crash barrier for motorists. Ask yourself– what kind
of a proposal is this if it offers crash barriers for motorists but offers
no physical protection or consideration for cyclists?
I would also suggest a complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct
to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and
give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
What is being proposed is a dangerous situation that neglects to take into
the comfort and safety of people walking and cycling. It should also be
noted that high speeds across this bridge will degrade the experience along
the LA River as it will only add to the noise and stress one deals with
accessing the LA River on foot.
In reflecting on this project, I have some questions:
Does California not have a complete streets law– why is it being ignored on
this bridge proposal?
Does the LA Bike Plan not call for bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue– why is
this approved plan being ignored on this bridge proposal?
Will 12ft and 14ft wide lanes tolerate or encourage drivers to go faster
than having 10ft or 11ft wide lanes? If so, how does this make the bridge
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safer if higher speeds are more likely to cause vehicular carnage?
Does the current bridge proposal make it safe or pleasant for parents to
cycle with their children across Hyperion? If not, why are we not designing
the bridge so that families can safely and comfortably cycle?
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your time,
Severin Martinez
4658 Loleta Ave, 90041
-----
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Subject:

130930 0936

From: Jeff Cannon [mailto:cannon.jeffrey@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 9:15 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Hyperion is the only direct route connecting these two neighborhoods.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community.
Even as it stands, avid cyclists like myself go well out of their way to
avoid the Hyperion viaduct due to the lack of bicycle lanes and the
predominance of high-speed motorists. The current plan will certainly make
Los Angeles even less safe for cyclists and pedestrians alike.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turned that will make people drive even faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project not to be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jeff Cannon
Silver Lake resident and daily cyclist
3342 Hamilton Way
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 0951-1
From: Debra Beck [prubx@comcast.net]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 6:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Ave Plans in L.A.
My daughter and her spouse live on Hyperion Ave. and ride their bikes to
work. I am fearful for them already; the removal of bike lanes will be
truly hazardous for them. Please work with Los Angeles to change the new,
drastic roadwork plans.
Thank you,
Debra E. Beck
-----
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Subject:
130930 0951-2
From: KEVIN HOPPS [kevinhopps@me.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 29, 2013 6:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: We don't need a Hyperion Freeway - Please build a safe Viaduct for
everyone.
Dear Ms. Podesta,
If we are going to make an honest effort to help Los Angeles combat climate
change and become an alternative transportation friendly county, we need to
take into consideration the needs of cyclists and pedestrians. Freeway
speeds have no place on city streets. Our streets need to be safe for
those who bike and for those who walk. Therefore, it is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for cyclists and pedestrians.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding.
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kevin Hopps
12015 Kling Street
Valley Village, CA 91604
-----
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Subject:
130930 1101-1 (Referenced as 131001 1509 in the E-mail Database)
From: Esther M. [mailto:esther90026@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 9:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Esther Mazmanyan
1454 Glendale Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 1101-2 (Referenced as 131001 1506-2 in the E-mail Database)
From: Stephen Roullier [mailto:stephen.roullier@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 10:01 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
I was disappointed to learn that the plan recently unveiled for the
Hyperion Bridge contains insufficient provisions for improving pedestrian
and bicycle access and safety on the bridge. I believe that such a plan is
ill conceived and disregards the needs and wishes of the residents of the
surrounding neighborhoods.
I am a resident of Echo Park and I travel to Silver Lake and Atwater three
or four times a week via bicycle. I patronize businesses in those
neighborhoods and I ride the Los Angeles River bike path for exercise and
recreation. At some point or another, all bicycle routes from my
neighborhood to Atwater and back are difficult, dangerous and often both.
The Hyperion Bridge is the most direct route between Silver Lake and
Atwater, yet current conditions on the bridge make bicycle travel
hazardous, and pedestrian use highly unpleasant.
I believe that as Los Angeles becomes inevitably denser, the only way for
it to continue to function effectively is by encouraging modes of
transportation besides the use of the personal automobile. The Hyperion
Bridge is a classic design and an iconic feature of the neighborhood. We
now have an opportunity to update the functionality of that design with an
eye to the future of our city. I strongly urge you to change the current
plan - which turns the Hyperion Bridge into a dangerous mini-freeway with
no regard for the safe passage of pedestrians and cyclists - and instead
put your efforts into devising and supporting a plan that serves our entire
community.
Sincerly,
Stephen Roullier
1701 Clinton St. 90026
-----
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Subject:
131001 1501-1
From: Roscoe Gordo [mailto:roscoe.gordo@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 11:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Roscoe Aquilo-Gordo
-----
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Subject:
131001 1501-2
From: colintb@earthlink.net [mailto:colintb@earthlink.net]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 6:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta and Council Member O'Farrell,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake/Los Feliz and Atwater
Village/Glendale, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe
for people like me. There are currently three main routes across the Los
Angeles River and 5 Freeway in the area near the Hyperion Bridge (Los
Feliz, Hyperion, Fletcher) and NONE of them have bicycle facilities for
east/west travelers. The total lack of east/west bicycle infrastructure at
these three locations is the greatest obstacle for people on bikes who
might want to travel across the River and the I-5. Among the three routes,
Hyperion is the worst and the one most in need of improvement.
Everyone's needs can be met if the Hyperion project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. I'm very disappointed that
the current proposal falls short of serving the needs of people on bikes or
on foot. Specifically, I would like the Hyperion project to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
3. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding.
4. No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster.
5. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the City of
LA Bike Plan and Caltrans' complete streets policy. The Hyperion viaduct is
currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway
and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
Sincerely,
Colin Bogart
1340 N. Edgemont St.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131001 1501-3
From: jwhall @dslextreme.com [mailto:jwhall@dslextreme.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 6:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I neither bike nor walk between Silver Lake and Atwater Village on a
regular basis, however the proposed changes to Hyperion Ave are of grave
concern to me. It's alarming that a new design would totally ignore the
burgeoning "Complete Streets" concept this far into the 21st century.
The abandonment of the 2010 Bicycle Plan lanes fits perfectly into the
apparent mindset at work in developing this "improvement". The greatest
concern though is that it is just one in a myriad of future projects. With
that said, does it become the precedent for the future abandonment of
non-motorized transportation accommodations?
Think about it. Think about those affected by it. Maybe someone you know.
Sincerely,
John Hall
24812 Hoeseshoe LN
Newhall CA, 91321
-----
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Subject:
131001 1502-1
From: Thomas, Greg (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Gregory.Thomas@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 6:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Project
As someone who lives at the Atwater base of the bridge, and bikes, walks,
and drives between Silver Lake and Atwater Village EVERY DAY, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Traffic at this junction needs to be slowed down not sped up. I hear
horrendous crashes all the time and I fear they will only get worse with
higher speeds. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
And especially this:
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Greg Thomas
2974 Glendale Blvd.
Atwater Village, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131001 1502-2
From: cstegallucla@gmail.com [mailto:cstegallucla@gmail.com] On Behalf
Of Chris Stegall
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 5:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway? - Let's Make it Safe For Everyone!
Hey there,
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me
(and the rest of us voters). Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way-finding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and to discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and no banked turns that will only make
people drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Chris Stegall
11168 Acama St.
Studio City, CA 91602
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 68

Subject:
131001 1502-3
From: eric potter [mailto:echoparkguitar@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 5:11 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Marcel Porras
Subject: Request for Public Hearing - Hyperion bridge project
hello - this is from eric potter, most of us have met through my work with
the Bicycle Kitchen, though i'm writing you on a personal level.
this Hyperion Bridge plan sounds terrible. i commute by bicycle on that
bridge everyday to my studio. it is a little dangerous right now, but it
appears this new plan will make it even MORE DANGEROUS.
i'm REQUESTING A PUBLIC HEARING for this project. it is completely out
of scale for the neighborhood that it should serve.
sincerely,
eric potter
-----
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Subject:
1310001 1503-2
From: Daniel Martinez [mailto:danielmartinez323@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 4:02 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway! - Build a Safe Viaduct for ALL
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
(which is bad enough as it is)
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit. I pray that
you listen to my concerns which are consistent throughout the city. With
more LA citizens considering commuting via bicycles, it is imperative that
they are not discouraged by plans to making our streets into highway type
streets. It is dangerous enough having drivers zoom past us at 35 mph, if
this street turns into a 55 mph street with no bike lanes, it will be a far
more dangerous pathway that many use to head towards Silverlake, Koreatown,
Hollywood and beyond! So let's be more compassionate for each other
and let's start making moves towards a safer and bike friendly LA!
Sincerely, Daniel Martinez
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-1
From: Lance Kanawi [mailto:lanceka@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 3:27 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge rehab
I am a car-free resident of Los Angeles who finds myself making use of the
Hyperion bridge on a regular basis, both on foot and on a bike. I was very
disturbed when I heard about the plans to change the roadway on the bridge.
The proposed freeway-like redesign strikes me as a plan from a bygone era,
when the city was only concerned with flushing cars through the streets as
fast as possible. LA has clearly entered a new era of multi-modal
transportation, and those responsible for designing
large infrastructure projects like this need to catch up.
Specifically, there needs to be bike lanes on Hyperion Ave, as well as
ADA-compliant sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks. The traffic lanes
should be of standard urban-arterial width, to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding. The addition of a
crash barrier and banked turns will make people drive even faster, and is
probably the worst idea in the plan. Finally, we need a complete crosswalk
on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the
dangerous merge, since proper lane striping for cyclists in situations like
that seem to be beyond our traffic engineers at the moment.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the city's
bike plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently
the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your time,
-Lance Kanawi
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-2
From: Bronwyn Beck [mailto:bronwyn@jokeisup.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 1:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
I live on Hyperion Ave. just off the bridge and frequently walk and bike
into Atwater Village. Every day I see motorists speeding off the bridge in
front of my house at extremely unsafe speeds, and I oppose any plan that
would encourage even higher speeds along this corridor. I often feel unsafe
as a pedestrian and cyclist on the bridge as it is; any rehabilitation plan
would need to make the bridge safer and more accessible for people like me
who are simply trying to walk through their neighborhood, not more
dangerous.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Bronwyn Beck
3005 Hyperion Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-3
From: Sean Deyoe [mailto:seandeyoe@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 1:29 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway
Hello,
Like many other people, I was appalled to hear that the bike plan for the
Hyperion Blvd. bridge was being ignored and a new, freeway-like design was
being proposed in its place. I truly do not understand the logic of this.
Is the problem with this bridge that people are not able to go fast enough?
Certainly not. The problem is that people already do go far too fast.
Providing safety measures to allow for these speeds to continue rather than
mitigating the speeding itself would ultimately be counterproductive. It
would certainly be less safe for cyclists and pedestrians but also will
continue to be unsafe for drivers. If they can safely go 40mph, they will
go 55; if you increase it to 55, they will go 65 or 70. That's the way
driving works.
Inconveniencing -- and endangering -- cyclists and pedestrians so cars can
go a little faster for such a short distance is not only ridiculous, it is
shameful. If the current design is not safe for people to drive at the
speed they do (and it's not), then just add some speed bumps or something.
It's a bridge, not a freeway.
-Sean Deyoe
439 S. Hobart Blvd. LA, CA 90020
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-4
From: Joe Bayes [mailto:jbayes@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 1:12 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please include pedestrian and bike access in the Hyperion Bridge
redesign
Ms. Podesta,
I was disturbed to learn that Caltrans and the BOE are proposing
redesigning the Hyperion bridge to freeway standards to accomodate 55mph
motorized traffic, to the detriment of pedestrian and bicycle users of that
bridge. The redesign has one substandard-width sidewalk and no bicycle
lane, contrary to LA's 2010 Bike Plan.
This bridge is in the middle of an urban area and connects two walkable
residential areas, and any redesign should reflect that.
Please design the bridge to calm traffic to a speed that's safe for
residential and pedestrian areas, and include bike lanes and ample
sidewalks on both sides of the bridge.
Thank you.
-Joe Bayes -- jbayes@gmail.com
-----
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Subject:
131001 1505-1
From: Mario Ramírez [mailto:unesceptico@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 12:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Ave I-5 bridge in Los Angeles
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am writing to register my objection to the Hyperion Ave bridge project as
currently designed, specifically the plan to build the lanes to freeway
standards with a 55 MPH speed limit. This is a dangerous and anti
neighborhood plan that is completely out of place in a dense city with
plenty of residents and pedestrians using the bridge and adjacent roads.
Please allow bike lanes and traffic calming to happen, los Angeles deserves
better than this car centric plan.
Mario Ramirez
-----
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Subject:
131001 1505-2
From: Ryan Gratzer [mailto:gratzer@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 11:26 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please make the Hyperion-Glendale bridges more bike/ped friendly
I read that the Hyperion-Glendale bridges are slated for a redesign, and
that they may be made even less bike/ped friendly than they are now.
I should note that I don't even bicycle (in LA - too dangerous for me).
But I drive over this bridge every day. I go with the flow of traffic,
which is usually 35-40mph. I don't understand the logic behind redesigning
a half mile long bridge that connects two business districts with 55mph
designs. These bridges aren't bottlenecks, and speeding drivers up just to
slow down again once they traverse the bridge doesn't do anything to
alleviate traffic. If anything, it will just encourage people to go faster
through Atwater and Silver Lake.
I think it's important to support connections between routes for all modes
of transportation. In Atwater on Glendale Blvd, there are bike lanes.
Those lanes disappear on the bridge, and don't reappear in Silver Lake.
Less people will use the lanes in Atwater if they can't make safe
connections from them to other destinations.
I hope you guys end up making design decisions that work for the long-term
future of all residents, regardless of their chosen mode of transportation.
Thanks,
Ryan Gratzer
-----
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Subject:
131001 1506-1
From: Dion Johnson [mailto:johnson.dion.b@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:38 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Tami Podesta,
I work and live near Silver Lake and Atwater Village. Believe me that is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Dion Johnson
-Dion Johnson | Studio
2640 North San Fernando Road
Los Angeles, California 90065
www.dionjohnsonstudio.com
213.321.6521
-----
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Subject:
131001 1506-2
From: Stephen Roullier [mailto:stephen.roullier@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 10:01 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
I was disappointed to learn that the plan recently unveiled for the
Hyperion Bridge contains insufficient provisions for improving pedestrian
and bicycle access and safety on the bridge. I believe that such a plan is
ill conceived and disregards the needs and wishes of the residents of the
surrounding neighborhoods.
I am a resident of Echo Park and I travel to Silver Lake and Atwater three
or four times a week via bicycle. I patronize businesses in those
neighborhoods and I ride the Los Angeles River bike path for exercise and
recreation. At some point or another, all bicycle routes from my
neighborhood to Atwater and back are difficult, dangerous and often both.
The Hyperion Bridge is the most direct route between Silver Lake and
Atwater, yet current conditions on the bridge make bicycle travel
hazardous, and pedestrian use highly unpleasant.
I believe that as Los Angeles becomes inevitably denser, the only way for
it to continue to function effectively is by encouraging modes of
transportation besides the use of the personal automobile. The Hyperion
Bridge is a classic design and an iconic feature of the neighborhood. We
now have an opportunity to update the functionality of that design with an
eye to the future of our city. I strongly urge you to change the current
plan - which turns the Hyperion Bridge into a dangerous mini-freeway with
no regard for the safe passage of pedestrians and cyclists - and instead
put your efforts into devising and supporting a plan that serves our entire
community.
Sincerly,
Stephen Roullier
1701 Clinton St. 90026
-----
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Subject:
131001 1509
From: Esther M. [mailto:esther90026@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 9:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Esther Mazmanyan
1454 Glendale Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131001 1515
From: C R [mailto:chrismredwine@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:37 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Hello!
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village (actually, I
cycle ALL OVER Los Angeles county, all day, every day! There is hardly a
street in LA that I don't use to transport myself around, via bicycle), it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
PLEASE! Let's make Los Angeles a safe and secure city, featuring
environmentally-friendly and health-conscious modes of transportation, more
readily available for the public. The only way to cut down on traffic
congestion, is to support Metro, Cycling and Walking! PLEASE, do not let
this important passageway become another extremely Un-safe zone, for people
who choose not to support a lifestyle with polluting, dangerous vehicles.
Thank you for listening and making the right choice!!!
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Chris Redwine
Currently residing in North Hills, 91402
Los Angeles resident since 2005
-----
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Subject:
131001 1516
From: Ben Cuevas [mailto:bencuevas@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:35 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ben Cuevas
1307 Maltman Ave. Apt. 1
Los Angeles, CA 90026
bencuevas.com
bencuevas@gmail.com
323-698-4000
-----
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Subject:
131001 1517-2
From: Kari Cassellius [mailto:smellslikechanel@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:54 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Plus, if you don't put I bike lanes I'm just going to ride my bike over
that bridge all the time anyhow and slow down traffic.
Sincerely,
Kari Cassellius
1710 Camino Palmero st #14
Los Angeles, CA 90046
-----
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Subject:
131001 1518-1
From: Jason Jenn [mailto:jasonrebegin@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Build a safe viaduct on Hyperion Ave
I am someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village
from time to time. I feel it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be
made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jason Jenn 4364 1/2 Melrose Ave Los Angeles, CA 90029
-----
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Subject:
131001 1518-2
From: William Schindler [mailto:brotherwm@att.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:16 PM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
Podesta, Tami L@DOT; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Hyperion freeway?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I
feel it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people
like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
William Schindler
2114 Hyperion Ave
Los Angeles
-----
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Subject:
131002 0724
From: Danila Oder [mailto:doder@usc.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta:
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I would like
to see the viaduct be 'calmed' to accommodate bikes and pedestrians as well
as cars. These two neighborhoods are characteristically low-rise and
pedestrian-scaled. A freeway-speed viaduct sets up expectations in drivers
that are soon to be disappointed, and makes for an incongruous transition
from freeway to neighborhood and vice versa.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs Narrower
traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and
discourage speeding No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Danila Oder
530 S. Kingsley Dr. #402
Los Angeles, CA 90033
-----
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Subject:
131002 0727
From: the one [mailto:larunner1@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:39 PM
To: 'William Schindler'; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Podesta, Tami L@DOT; 'Sam Gennawey - Katherine
Padilla & Associates'
Subject: RE: Hyperion freeway?
Mr. Schindler,
Perhaps you attended the informational meeting on the 25th at Friendship
Hall. It has also been presented at the Silver Lake NC governing board
meeting and at the SLNC Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting a
couple months ago. I have copied the representative San Gennawey on this
so he can hear your concerns. I do know that Council Member LaBonge
brought this project to the attention of the community on several occasions
a few years ago. I urge you to contact Mr. Gennawey and see where you can
make further comments on the project. He has been very open to listening
to the concerns and has been going out of his way to present the project.
Rusty Millar
SLNC
From: William Schindler [mailto:brotherwm@att.net <brotherwm@att.net>]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:16 PM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
Tami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Hyperion freeway?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I
feel it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people
like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
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William Schindler
2114 Hyperion Ave
Los Angeles
-----
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Subject:
131002 0728
From: Scott Epstein [scottevanepstein@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:34 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion viaduct
Dear Tami Podesta:
I write to you concerning the renovation of the Glendale/Hyperion viaduct
complex of bridges. A huge renovation such as this project offers the
perfect opportunity to accommodate all users, and I was very concerned to
learn that the current plans do not include bike lanes on Hyperion that are
in the 2010 bike plan, and is designed for fast traffic which would
endanger bicyclists and pedestrians. Making this bridge bicycle and
pedestrian friendly would also align to the city's commendable efforts to
revitalize the LA river.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Scott Epstein
608 N. Hayworth Avenue, Apt. 10
Los Angeles, CA 90048
-----
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Subject:
131002 1000
From: Thiago Winterstein [mailto:ticoinla@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 9:47 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who regularly bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I have often felt unsafe riding on the Hyperion bridge and have often
thought that the city could do a lot to improve it. Many riders I know and
ride with have commented on how unsafe that bridge is and I've heard
several stories of cyclists being injured when struck by cars on that
bridge, despite the cyclist riding safely and obeying the rules of the
road.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Thiago Winterstein
-----
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Subject:
131002 1310
From: Leni Fleming [mailto:lenifleming@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 10:20 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilman LaBonge and Mayor Garcetti:
I'm a longtime resident of Silver Lake and am writing to express my great
concern about the current plan for the Hyperion Bridge.
Los Angeles must move forward, not backward. Focusing solely on convenience
for automobile drivers (i.e. SPEED) is shortsighted. We need to be
encouraging alternative means of getting around town. Two of the most basic
are walking and biking.
The current plan for Hyperion virtually ignores both of these. Cyclists are
relegated to the shoulder, at the same time that cars are going at least
55mph right beside them. Pedestrians will have a single sidewalk on this
high-speed stretch of road. If, on the other hand, traffic lanes are
narrower and there are dedicated bike lanes as well as sidewalks on both
sides, everyone -- cyclists, walkers and drivers -- will get where they're
going with greatly increased safety. It is true that the drive might then
take a minute and a half rather than a minute -- but weigh that against a
safer, more pleasant crossing for all 3 groups!
This bridge has the potential to be a significant symbol of progressive
design for Los Angeles, with serious attention paid to cyclists and walkers
-- as attention is paid in other major cities.
We ALL benefit by encouraging biking and walking. Planning this bridge
with the sole goal of getting cars from point A to point B as fast as
possible harks back to city planning in the 1950s, and does not reflect
well on Los Angeles. We are more forward-thinking than that!
I appreciate your attention to my concerns.
Sincerely, Leni Fleming
2130 Apex Avenue
-----
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Subject:
131003 0805
From: Ben Nero [mailto:ben.nero@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 2:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion bridge.
Mrs. Podesta,
Please add some sort of bike infrastructure to the Glendale-Hyperion
project. I think that access is a major problem with the pedestrian bridge
for cyclists. The options for using a bike to get from Silver Lake the
Atwater Village will be go on some ridiculous, long, out of the way route,
or ride on the freeway like bridge.
Thanks,
Ben Nero
-----
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Subject:
131003 0808
From: Sally Schnitger [mailto:s.schnitger@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 3:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Sarah Schnitger
1549 Winchester Avenue
Glendale, CA 91201
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 92

Subject:
131003 0855
From: Susanna Schick [susanna@sustainablefashionla.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:12 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Public Servants,
I voted for Eric Garcetti thinking he would expand upon the revolutionary
work Villaraigosa did before him, in implementing the 2010 bike plan. I
feel so foolish for having trusted Garcetti.
A city of almost 4 million and growing does not have room for 4 million
cars. We need more than 1% of us to ride bikes. Not just at CicLAvia, but
everywhere, every day. I used to be one of those 1% until I had my pelvis
shattered by a car. Unfortunately it was an LAPD car, so there was no way
to prove this happened. I know perfectly well the fractures I experienced
are impossible falling off a bicycle at 18mph. But that's in the past, and
I want to move forward.
The PTSD has made it hard for me to feel safe enough to ride around LA like
I used to, so I rarely ride my bicycle now. But the LA river is the only
place where I do feel safe. However, the only roads that offer access from
the LA river to local restaurants are all terrifying. I would love to be
able to just pedal up to Silverlake for lunch, shopping, etc.
The city needs to become a safe place for cyclists. By making it safer,
more people will ride instead of drive, reducing traffic congestion,
freeing people's disposable income to be spent on local businesses instead
of gas, and making LA a more awesome place for everyone. Why wouldn't you
want that?
Even Ford has recognized that people don't want to sit in cars all the
time, and now offers a Ford-branded Pedago, as reported here:
http://gas2.org/2013/09/24/polaris-currie-and-pedego-talk-2014-electric-bicycles-interbike2013/
My article summarizing the research Ford did on the future of
transportation, the full book is something I'd be happy to share with any
of you. Practically every trend they identify shows people moving away from
cars into walkable, bikeable communities:
http://gas2.org/2013/07/01/forget-the-prius-effect-here-comes-the-matrix-effect/Please
do the right thing to make LA great. Portland only spent $60 million
over the past 18 years to become the most bike-friendly city in America.
We're spending over $1billion just to widen the 405!
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
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No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Many Thanks,
Susanna Schick, MBA
Sustainable Fashion LA<http://www.sustainablefashionla.com/>
919.265.9608
-----
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Subject:
131003 0858
From: John Samarjian [samarjohn@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:48 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: hyperion Bridge re construct
I live on Glendale
blvd facing Redcar park..the bridge is definately apart of my every day
experience. The speed of cars now traveling on this bridge is already way
to fast...to have a 55 mi zzone over it into glendale is madness and
extremely dangerous. The traffic congestion happens in the am for about 2
hours and just about the same in the evenings. It is not unbearable. The
reorganization plans sound just like everything the city does OVERBLOWN.
Someone really needs to return to the drawing table and come up with a plan
that takes into account the villages the road traverses. John W Samarjian
2982 Glendale Blvd. LA90039
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 95

Subject:
131003 0859-1
From: Leonardo Chalupowicz [sustainsl@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 10:54 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: LaBonge Tom; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Board SLNC
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Warm regards,
Leonardo Chalupowicz
Silver Lake Stakeholder
-----
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Subject:
131003 0859-2
From: Teresa Sitz [teresa_stewart_sitz@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 1:14 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Tami Podesta:
I am writing in regard to the Hyperion Avenue Bridge.
This is the year 2013 and we need to plan for our future. The future must
include pedestrians, bicyclists, mothers with children in strollers and
those in wheelchairs and on mobility scooters. The automobile cannot
continue to be our privileged form of transportation.
Please consider the following points.
There is no reason for the Hyperion Avenue Bridge to accommodate
speeds of 50 miles per hour and higher. This is not a long bridge and ends
rather abruptly at a stop light at Glen Feliz.
The bridge could be built to be traveled at normal speeds – 35 miles
per hour.
Without accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, strollers and
those in wheelchairs and on mobility scooters large portions of our
population will either be denied access between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village or will be required to take their own lives, and the lives of
others, into their hands on crossing. Making the bridge inaccessible to
these people is the same as exiling them in their own neighborhoods. This
must stop. People with disabilities MUST be accommodated and NOT be treated
as an afterthought or discriminated against.
People are not impaired – people with disabilities, mothers with
small children, the poor who do not have cars, those who have chosen to
live without supporting planet-destroying gasoline power – these people are
not impaired. The ENVIRONMENT is impaired. It seems you are choosing to
build this bridge with the intent of not serving, or excluding, the
above-mentioned people. Requiring people to travel an additional mile and a
half is not a viable alternative and is discrimination. This is
unacceptable in 2013.
Please redo the bridge design to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
3. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
4. No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
5. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit. This project could
be a major win for the City in terms of accommodating ALL people and
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especially those with disabilities.
I strongly recommend that you hold public hearings on this issue.
Thank you for your consideration. I hope you will do the right thing.
Sincerely,
Teresa Sitz
PS Notification of receipt of this email by all parties is greatly
appreciated.
-----
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Subject:
131004 0855-1
From: Ryan Johnson [mailto:rjohnson1848@gmail.com <rjohnson1848@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 9:39 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Please consider bike facilities on new Hyperion Ave. Bridge
Good morning,
I have reviewed the EIR for the redesigned Glendale-Hyperion Crossing
Bridges, and I am very concerned about the lack of dedicated bicycle
facilities in the plan, especially on Hyperion Avenue. This is a
topographically natural route for bicyclists, including myself, but the
traffic speeds on the bridge are very intimidating and dangerous. This
should be a great opportunity to include bicycle facilities on a new
bridge, which would encourage more bicycle travel between the communities
on either side of the LA River. And it would make it much safer for those
who do choose to travel by non-motorized means.
Thank you for considering a revision to the design of the bridges.
-Ryan Johnson
1118 Mohawk St, Los Angeles, 90026
-----
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Subject:
131004 0855-2
From: Wesley Reutimann
[mailto:wesleyreutimann@gmail.com<wesleyreutimann@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 2:44 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Public Comment for Hyperion Project - PLEASE include wider
sidewalks AND bicycle lanes
Dear Tami and decision-makers,
As a local resident who walks, bikes and drives in this area, I am very
familiar with the current dangerous conditions for bicyclists and
pedestrians who use this bridge.
This project has the potential to dramatically improve safety and access
for all road users, if it includes safe bicycle infrastructure and ample
space for pedestrians. Hyperion is the flattest route across the LA River
north of downtown. It is therefore an ideal corridor for cyclists, and was
therefore singled out by the L.A. Bicycle Plan for bike lanes.
I urge you to amend the project to include these Class II Bike Lanes, or
even better, Class I protected bike lanes!
Thank you,
-Wesley Reutimann
626-529-4615
-----
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Subject:
131004 0855-3
From: K Fanslow [mailto:kfanslow@msn.com <kfanslow@msn.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 4:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: support bike lanes on Hyperion/Glendale bridge
I urge you in the strongest possible terms to support bike lanes as the
Hyperion/Glendale bridge is widened. That the bridge is being WIDENED and
the city sees no need to install bike lanes that were approved the in the
city's 2010 Master Bike Plan is truly appalling.
Traffic travels very fast on this street. Installing the bike lanes will
not only provide a critical connector as the city expands its bike lane
network, it will also make the street safer for all users including car
drivers.
Far from being a "cyclist only" issue, installing bike lanes on the
Hyperion/Glendale bridge is first and foremost a public safety issue.
Furthermore, as our fire department and police forces are stretched more
thinly, as a city lets take a preemptive strike against the car crashes
that plague this city and consume far too much of the fire department &
LAPD's resources and manpower.
Support bike lanes on the Hyperion/Glendale bridge now.
Sincerely,
K Fanslow
-----
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Subject:
131004 0856
From: Robert deFerrante [mailto:rdeferrante@gmail.com<rdeferrante@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 11:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Ave Bridge
Ms. Podesta,
While the improvements to the Glendale Bridges are encouraging, the lack of
a bicycle lane promised on the Hyperion Avenue Bridge means that instead of
a smooth flow between the communities of Glendale, Hollywood, Silver Lake
and Atwater, the city will have a hodge-podge of half measures that don’t
get cyclists where they need to go in a safe and reasonable manner.
Please include bike lanes on the Hyperion Ave. Bridge!
Sincerely,
Robert deFerrante
Board Member, Pasadena Athletic Association
Pasadena, CA
-"Be yourself. Everyone else is taken."
--Oscar Wilde
-----
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Subject:
131004 0858
From: Jonathan Edewards [mailto:jedewards@gmail.com <jedewards@gmail.com>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 12:26 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bike Lanes must be added to Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct complex
Dear Tami,
I am writing to register my protest at the lack of bicycle lanes for
the Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct complex.
If we are going to replace these bridges, we need to ensure conformity to
the Bicycle Master Plan.
The Bicycle Master Plan calls for a dedicated (preferably protected, Class
I) bike lane on the Hyperion Avenue Bridge.
Therefor, the EIR is not in accordance with the Bicycle Master Plan.
Please add protected bike lanes to all the bridges and roads that
comprise the Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct complex.
The bridges must be re-built according to the best Complete Streets
policies.
Jonathan Edewards ? DOWNTOWN PASADENA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
507 S Madison Ave, Apt #5 ? Pasadena, California ? cell (626)
676-3466 ? home (626) 529-3089
www.downtownpasadena.org <https://downtownpasadena.wordpress.com/>
"Like" us on Facebook <http://www.facebook.com/DowntownPasadena>!
-----
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Subject:
131004 0859
From: Lisa Waldner [mailto:normandy17612@msn.com <normandy17612@msn.com>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:38 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bike lanes are not appropriate for the Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
To address the concern of a bikeable link between communities east and west
of the L.A. River and of a bike lane on the Hyperion Bridge in Atwater
Village, Glendale Boulevard has had a Master Plan in place for over a
decade, which did NOT include a bike lane, primarily for safety reasons. A
few months ago, Atwater Village came to discover that the plan had been
ignored through a 2010 vote by the Los Angeles City Council in favor of the
a citywide bike friendly plan. This resulted in the unsafe bike lanes we
now have on Glendale Boulevard: parked vehicles can and do open their doors
into bikers in the bike lane, as the lane runs adjacent to the parallel
parking on the northbound side of Glendale Boulevard.
Bike lanes are inappropriate on Glendale Boulevard, not only for this
safety hazard but also because this route is designated for use by 18-wheel
trucks making deliveries to grocery stores. Large trucks and bikes do not
mix.
Glendale Boulevard now has bike lanes, but the bike coalition would have
these lanes continue up and down the Hyperion Bridge. This is a recipe for
disaster. The better southbound solution would be to continue the bike
lanes on Glendale Boulevard, past Riverside Drive (UNDER the Hyperion
Bridge) and up the hill to Rowena Avenue. This route just makes more safety
sense. The northbound solution would take bikes on Glendale Boulevard from
Rowena to Riverside Drive, across the freeway and L.A. River, and onward
toward the city of Glendale.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.
Sincerely,
Lisa Waldner
Atwater Village Resident
Treasurer/Acting Secretary, Atwater Village Residents Association
Formation Committee, Atwater Village Neighborhood Council
-----
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Subject:
131004 0903-1
From: Husseini, Salah
[mailto:Salah.Husseini@disney.com<Salah.Husseini@disney.com>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 2:59 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am a resident of Los Feliz and utilize the Hyperion/Glendale bridge every
day during my commute by bicycle to work. I am writing to strongly
encourage you to support the addition of bike lanes to the upcoming
renovation and improvement plan for this corridor. The bridge is quite
treacherous for bicyclists, particularly in the evenings, and the addition
of bike lanes would make a tremendous difference for my commute and that of
hundreds of other cyclists and pedestrians. Not only would this change
help bikers like myself, I also believe it would help connect the
neighborhoods of Atwater and Silverlake/Los Feliz by creating a more
walkable and bikeable area that families would be more willing to utilize.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Salah Husseini
Senior Analyst
International Labor Standards
The Walt Disney Company
500 S Buena Vista St, Burbank, CA 91521-6706
Phone: 818-627-4576 | Tie Line: 8655-4576 | Fax: 818-627-4602
salah.husseini@disney.com
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
This e-mail message is confidential, intended only for the named
recipient(s) above and may contain information that is confidential,
privileged, attorney work product or exempt from disclosure under
applicable law. If you have received this message in error, or are not the
named recipient(s), please immediately notify the sender at
1-818-627-4576and delete this e-mail from your computer. Thank you.
-----
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Subject:
131004 0903-2
From: Alexander Moffat
[mailto:alexander.moffat@lacity.org<alexander.moffat@lacity.org>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 3:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion Bridges
Please, Please, Please put in BIKE LANES if you build any bridges
anywhere - especially here. You have no idea how scary it is on a straight
stretch of road (ie a bridge) with cars flying past and no bike lane.
- - Alexander Moffat
-----
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Subject:
131004 1350
From: docfuel@aol.com [mailto:docfuel@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 8:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion bridge
To: Tami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov
cc:
bcc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta:
I am a pediatrician and cyclist who drives this route frequently to visit
my patients at Childrens Hospital. While I have an interest in better
traffic flow, I also believe that making more streets safer for cyclists
will help this traffic flow, as more people feel safe to commute or travel
by bicycle. I have friends that I cycle to meet in Silver Lake, but I dare
not take this route. To be safe, I have to travel from Glendale across to
the Equestrian Center, cross at Victory and take the bike path to Fletcher
and up from there. I am a strong cyclist, but what about those that can't
go many miles out of their way to cross the LA River?
Neither the Atwater/Glendale side of the bridge, nor the Silver Lake side
are built to handle fast moving traffic. The traffic lights at either end
make this untenable. It certainly might be a good idea to engineer the
bridge structure for future considerations, at this time, with our current
energy and environmental concerns, shouldn't LA be trying to encourage more
bicycling? Therefore, the bridge should be built with the following
considerations:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Richard H. Feuille, Jr., MD
Glendale, CA
-----
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Subject:
131004 1351
From: Tom McMahon [mailto:tmcmahon@origprod.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 8:05 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Tom McMahon
2101 Hollyvista Avenue
L.A., CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131004 1407
From: Allen MD, Warren [mailto:Warren.Allen@stjohns.org]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 9:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Ave Viaduct
As the LA Times recently opined, Is LA ready to admit that non-motorists
such as pedestrians and bicyclists have a legitimate right to safe
transportation? I am worried that the recent preliminary plans for
Hyperion are so car-centric that any other use for this critical
thoroughfare would be impossible.
Now is the time to insure that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
non-motorists. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Warren M Allen, MD
1011 Pine St
Santa Monica, CA 90405-3923
-----
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Subject:
131004 1408-1
From: Katelin Mitchell [mailto:katelincherie@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:16 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Katelin Mitchell
-----
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Subject:
131004 1408-2
From: Vahe G [mailto:vahe.gulyan@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Vahe G
505 A N. Normandie ave, los angeles, 90004
-----
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Subject:
131004 1412
From: Alex Fay [mailto:alexcfay@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 11:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: LA River / Glendale-Hyperion Bridges project
Hi Tami,
I shared these comments with Councilmember O'Farrell's staff, and they
suggested I pass them along to you for inclusion in the official record.
Can you confirm that you've received and processed these, and if there has
been any consideration to the suggestions below, I'd love to hear it.
Thanks,
Alex
++++++++++++++++++
I run with my dog along the river quite often, and this morning I had an
epiphany about an easy couple improvements that could be done as part of
this project. They wouldn't cost much, and would really improve the
pedestrian flow along the river.
I usually run along the east side of the River - the side closest to my
house with no bikes! - starting from Fletcher and heading north. Once I
get to the Red Car Park, there is no path to get under/over Glendale Blvd,
so I tiptoe under the bridge on the uneven cobblestones OR I play human
frogger to get across Glendale Blvd so I can go down the I-5 ramp towards
Sunnynook Park.
There is also no pedestrian access from the river path to Glendale Blvd
from the North. The east side of the River trail just dead ends into the
side of the base of the bridge.
I think there are a couple improvements that would really encourage River
access:
1. Add a path/boardwalk under the bridge that connects the east side river
trail into a contiguous path. This could be a raised wood deck that leaves
7' of clearance under the bridge, maybe a couple lights, and a railing.
Or you could pour some concrete to make a solid, flat area under the
bridge.
2. On the north side of the Glendale Blvd bridge, along the east side of
the River, they could add a simple stairway (7 or 8 steps and a railing) to
let pedestrians get directly from the River path to Glendale Blvd.
Alex
---------

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 112

Subject:
131004 1417-2
From: Ben Grangereau [bengranger@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 12:19 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
As someone who bikes, jogs, and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed
for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently
the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and
the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
A car-centric LA is an ideal of the past. Please make a Los Angeles
safer, more community-oriented city, not a place where cars fly
through neighborhoods at 55 mph. New construction project lend
themselves to making positive changes in our city, please don't pass
up this opportunity!!
Sincerely,
Ben Grangereau
1811 Lucretia Ave. LA, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131004 1417-3
From: ustrajem@gmail.com [ustrajem@gmail.com] on behalf of Christopher
Lovejoy [lovejoy.chris@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 12:09 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Christopher Lovejoy
2521 W. 5th St., Los Angeles, CA 90057
- Christopher
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 114

Subject:
131004 1418
From: Trenton Strong [mailto:trenton.strong@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 3:48 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Trenton Strong
832 E. Edgeware Rd.
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-t.s.
-----
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Subject:
131004 1419-1
From: Juan Felipe Valencia [mailto:jfvalencia@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 3:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please, No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Mrs. Podesta,
Please pardon my liberty to email you directly concerning the new plans
that are being studied to rehabilitate the Hyperion-Glendale complex of
bridges over the 5 Freeway and LA River connecting Silver Lake to Atwater
Village.
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I bike everyday from my house to the LA River Bike Path through Fletcher
because I'm afraid of being hit while crossing the Hyperion bridge.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community.
It would be ideal for the project to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave. This would require narrower traffic lanes to
provide more space for bicyclists (and pedestrians) and discourage speeding
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way-finding signs
3. No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
4. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Juan Felipe Valencia
2449 Hyperion Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131004 1419-2
From: Benjamin Hyun [mailto:benjaminmhyun@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Benjamin Hyun
4237 Longridge Ave, Unit 404
Studio City, CA 91604
-----
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Subject:
131004 1420-1
From: neilbridge.uk [mailto:neilbridge.uk@googlemail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:45 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who regularly bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Neil Bridge, 2215 Baxter Street Los Angeles CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131004 1420-2
From: Owen Gerst [mailto:gogerst@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion to Highway standards
Hello,
Are you aware that Los Angeles, at one point in it's history, had the
largest mass transit system in the entire world? As the story goes, the car
and tire manufactures conspired to shut this system down so that they could
sell more cars and tires, and this is why LA today is a Car-centric city.
I am writing you in regards to your your current plan to design Hyperion
Ave to highway standards, and my thesis is that you are not being
intelligent or thoughtful in your design criteria; you are just maintaining
the corrupt status quo that benefits corporations and not the actual people
who live in the city.
Recently the city redeveloped a path along the river that is both
picturesque and functional; I both like it, and use it. In many ways this
path is becoming it's own “bicycle highway” because it is a safe way to
travel long distances without the risk of getting hit by cars. I am an
architect and artist, living in Lincoln Heights and I do not have a car. I
use this path to get to many places, one of which is atwater village. For
atwater village Hyperion is the logical exit ramp for bikes, yet your plan
make this passage way inhospitable for bikes.
What is gained by designing it to car highway standards? A few people
getting to their destinations by car a little sooner, but at the expense of
making it more dangerous for bikers. Why? It seems to be a plan born out of
thoughtlessness and lack of consideration for anything other than cars.
As I said, I don't have a car. I get around using the combination of my
bike and the metro. I moved here from NYC where I developed this life-style
and intend on keeping this life style. Part of why I choose to bike instead
of drive has to do with an understanding of the larger world in which we
live. The world dependent upon fossil fuels is in decline. The reason we
have all these wars and problems with terrorism is because we depend upon
fuel from the middle east. I don't wish to be part of the reason for being
in these countries and killing innocent people and destroying cultures.
Beyond that, this way of living is simply unsustainable. The costs
associated with driving are rising, making other transportation means more
attractive to everyone. The architect in me understands that if LA wishes
to be a vibrant city in the future it should stop being such a car
centric-dinosaur, and get with the program. Cities should have a
diversified portfolio of transportation options.
I'm happy with the metro and bike lane development that is going on, but by
designing Hyperion to highway standards you are missing out on an
opportunity to continue this development, and for the city to evolve
naturally and change with the times. You are missing out on an opportunity
to make LA a vibrant and diverse city of bikers, cars, and mass transit.
You are a dinosaur if you do this.'
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Sincerely,
Owen Gerst
-----
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Subject:
131004 1421-1
From: Ezra Horne [mailto:ezrahorne@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:25 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom LaBonge; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion "Freeway" - Build a Safe Viaduct for All Road Users
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
-Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
-Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
-Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
-No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
-A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ezra Horne
3944 1/2 Marathon Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90029
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 121

Subject:
131004 1421-2
From: Hallstead, Jeff (KMNOW) [mailto:Jeff.Hallstead@kantarmedia.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:14 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.gov; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway--Wider Sidewalks and Bikelanes
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wide sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
This project should be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe
bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can
change that and make all travelers benefit.
Jeff Hallstead
3159 Gracia St
Los Angeles CA 90039 (Atwater Village)
-----
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Subject:
131004 1422
From: Hadley [mailto:oldhadley@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 9:40 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway
Wake up, please. Bikes are here to stay. Your job may not be.
As someone who bikes AND walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jason Hadley
90039
-----
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Subject:
131004 1423-1
From: Jason Brown [mailto:jasontbrown99@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: The Hyperion Viaduct … Please read.
To all,
As a cyclist, I am concerned about the Hyperion Viaduct crossing.
Increasing this city's cycling infrastructure has the ability to relieve
congestion, improve health among its citizens, and build stronger
communities.
A common response I receive from people if I say I road from point A to
point B is, "Wow, you're brave." or "I would have never have thought to
cycle there. Its dangerous." If more space were allocated for cyclists on
our roads more people would be less intimidated of riding. We need bike
lanes that connect with one another. My girlfriend and I love the Atwater
farmer's market. We ride from Echo Park to Atwater fairly often but what
we dread is the crossing to get from Silver Lake into Atwater and vice a
versa. We also have friends that live in Atwater and while we'd love to
cycle over there for dinner parties and whatnot, the Hyperion crossing is
just too dangerous at night. So we always drive if we know we are going to
be there after sunset. The argument can be made that not a lot of cyclists
take that crossing, so why adjust it for more cyclists? However, I truly
believe that if the crossing were safer, there would be a significant
change in the number of cyclists using the bridge. "If you build it, they
will come." The change would result in more people cycling and fewer
people driving.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=pX8zZdLw7cs
Mikael Coville-Anderson on Infrastructure - He is an urban mobility expert
with Copenhagenize Consulting
I have found that LA is a city where people work hard and for long hours.
Many people don't have time to go to the gym. Many people are aspiring to
work in the film industry and essentially work two jobs just to get by. Or
they may be taking care of their families once they get home from work.
Studies have found that by engaging in moderate exercise on can reduce the
risk of heart disease, stroke, diabetes, and cancer by up to 50%. Since
our government is currently shut down because of looming issue of the cost
of health care and who should pay for it, wouldn't it be more cost
effective to encourage more exercise? The side affects of exercise also
give people more energy and can boost self-esteem. We could have more
productive, happy people working and living in L.A.!
An article from the BBC from Ocober 1, 2013 on a recent study regarding the
benefits of exercise and being healthy:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-24335710
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The Hyperion Bridge was constructed in the late 1920's. Without a doubt
the crossing needs restructuring. However, with today's population,
congestion, and growing concern over our community's health I plead with
you to include bike lanes and sidewalks for pedestrians in the new plan. I
agree with the LACBC's request for the following:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
Sincerely,
Jason Brown
1708 Clinton St.
L.A., CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131004 1423-2
From: Kyle Woodward [mailto:klelandw@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 10:47 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Build a safe viaduct for all!
To LADOT, Caltrans, et al. --As an Angeleno who bikes, walks, runs, takes mass transit, and --- yes!
--- even drives on Hyperion Avenue between Silverlake and Atwater Village,
I am concerned by the current plans to reduce non-automobile safety on the
Hyperion Viaduct. With limited river crossings, it is essential that the
available connectors take proper account of the fact that all transit from
one side of the river to the other must cross somewhere; as vibrant
sister districts, ensuring that the corridor from Silverlake to Atwater is
safe, controlled, and available to all transit modes is of the utmost
priority.
The viaduct renovation should and must include:
Bike lanes!
Widened sidewalks (the sidewalk under the bridge at the top of the
viaduct is a particular danger) and protected crossings (I challenge you to
try using the north sidewalk)
Speed-mitigation measures: there is no need to encourage reckless driving
with ridiculously large travel lanes
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kyle Woodward (cyclist, commuter, jogger, and Costco/Trader Joe's shopper)
4109 Normal, 90029
The mass transit options I am aware of avoid the viaduct, but the Glendale
Boulevard split at the base is unbelievably treacherous for pedestrians and
cyclists alike.
-----
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Subject:
131107 0928
From: Paul Romero [paul_romero818@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 1:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject:
Dear Caltrans and BOE
I am writing you today about the Hyperion bridge you guys are planning to
do work on in Atwater Village. I read a artical saying you want to post a
55mph zone and I most say that is ABSOLUTLY DANGEROUS! I went to John
Marshall High School and walking on that narrow side walk with cars flying
by just inches away then having to cross the street at the bottom of the
bridge, wait for it's safe to cross. I think it's a accendent waiting to
happen and I would hate to see young students having to go thru that.
Then theirs the case of bikes going thru their. It's would be unsafe and
unreasonible for cars to be going that fast when their are bicyclist going
thru their. Just think about what would happen. Theirs a guy riding his
bike, car is already at 55mph and all of a sudden he has to slow down/slam
on the breaks. The driver might hit the guy then by that time since he's
going so fast he would just go into the freeway and get away or he might
stop causing the car behind him to hit him.
I just see so many bad things that could happen if you put the speed at
55mph and I hope you guys come the sense that this idea is not the best for
this street.
Sincerly,
Paul Joshua Romero
-----
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Subject:
131107 0932
From: nancy wedeen [nanpsycle@icloud.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Bicycle roads & streets
Hello ...
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
We bike all over the LA area. We need safe streets.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Please consider carefully. Bicycle routes and/or lanes improve
communities!
Sincerely,
nancy & richard
we noho wedeens
??
Cycle & Recycle
Mini IPad
-----
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Subject:
131107 0933-1
From: Shannon ORourke [shannonorourke@me.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:30 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Shannon O'Rourke
2101 Hollyvista Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131107 0933-2
From: David P. Dapper [dpdapper@me.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 10:32 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, the project should include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will only encourage people to
drive even faster
A full-width crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans’ complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
David P. Dapper
1155 South Grand Avenue
#1411
Los Angeles, CA 90015
-----
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Subject:
131007 0934
From: Tomer Gurantz [tgurantz@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 1:40 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Tomer Gurantz
2009 Sierra place
Glendale, CA 91208
From: Eric Bruins [mailto:eric@la-bike.org]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 9:26 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Project IS/EA comments
Tami,
Please find attached LACBC's comments on the Initial Study/Environmental
Assessment for the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement Project.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.
Regards,
-Eric
-Eric Bruins
Planning & Policy Director
Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition
t: 213.629.2142, x127 / f: 213.629.2259
www.la-bike.org
Help build a better, bike-able L.A. County:
Become an LACBC member <http://la-bike.org/membership> today!
-----
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Subject:
131007 1316-1
From: Keith Pluymers [mailto:kdpluymers@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 11:59 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Los Feliz, Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Keith Pluymers
4408 Russell Ave APT 1
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1316-2
To: Tami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov
cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org, councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org,
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
bcc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear, Tami Podesta
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jances Certeza
4445 1/2 Prospect Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1317
From: Joel Lozada [mailto:wisperjoel@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2013 7:44 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Good morning to all who are reading this email. I hope your day is going
well.
I am someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village. I am
writing to you today to show my agreement and to share my belief that it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me, and
others who walk and shop in that area. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Joel A Lozada
1838 Winmar Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90065
-----
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Subject:
131007 1318-1
From: todd wexman [mailto:twexman@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 6:53 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; Tom LaBonge
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; Tom LaBonge;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion bridge: Safe bridge for pedestrians and bikes
too!!!
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Todd Wexman
Todd Wexman
926 Tularosa Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90026
310/770-6211
twexman@gmail.com
-----
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Subject:
131007 1318-2
From: Amy Chatfield [mailto:achatfie@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 9:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Make Hyperion safe for bikers!
I bike between Silver Lake and Atwater Village about once a week (I live in
Franklin Hills). I would do this more often if there were a safe way to get
between the two communities. Currently I take my chances on Hyperion
Avenue; I was delighted to hear recently that this would be re-designed to
meet LA's future transit needs. However, I was entirely dismayed to learn
that the new plan does not include bike lanes, makes the sidewalk even
smaller, and does not include crosswalks.
It is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for bikers like
me and for pedestrians. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans' complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Amy Chatfield
-----
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Subject:
131007 1319
From: Mary Belton [mailto:mbelton@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 11:17 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mary Belton
3454 Waverly Drive #5
LA, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1320-1
From: Michael Nicholls [mailto:mrmikenicholls@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 11:23 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms PodestaAs someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave be safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through this urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mike Nicholls
Ivanhoe School Parent
Silver Lake resident
Local business owner
-----
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Subject:
131007 1320-2
From: Miles [mailto:wanuki@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 10:14 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Miles Hindman
1518 Talmadge St.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1343
From: Alex Moore [mailto:alex.charlotte@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 1:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who frequently bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
Mayor Garcetti campaigned on a bike
friendly<http://lacbc.wordpress.com/2013/02/06/are-you-bike-friendly-eric-garcettiresponds/>platform
and events such as CicLAvia highlight the desire for a more bike
friendly Los Angeles. Simple changes such as a safe biking route between
Silverlake and Atwater would increase the number of bikes on the
road--leading to increased quality of life for all Angelinos.
Thank you,
Alex Moore,
841 Lucile Ave
Los Angeles 90026
-alexcmoore.com
www.fantastic-heliotherapy.com/
-----
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Subject:
131007 1618
From: J. Nordberg [mailto:look@t.hin.gs]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 2:44 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
• Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
• Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
• Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
• No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
• A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
J. Nordberg
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131008 0730
From: Kelly Marie Martin [kellym43@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 12:43 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Good Afternoon
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kelly Martin
229 N. Union Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131008 1324
From: Matt Roberson [mailto:maroberson@live.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 9:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Matt Roberson
4210 Los Feliz Blvd, LA, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131009 0814
From: Siobhan Dolan [mailto:siobhan.dolan@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 10:28 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes out of Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. In Atwater, where I have
lived for over 6 years as a homeowner, I only have two ways to get out of
my neighborhood on my bike (Fletcher or Glendale). I have a RIGHT to use my
bicycle as my transportation therefore I have a RIGHT to be SAFE on my
roads.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Siobhan Dolan
3112 Madera Ave
Atwater Village, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131009 0817
From: erich bollmann [mailto:erich.bollmann@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 1:16 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: RE: Glendale Hyperion Bridge Proposal
Dear Tami Podesta,
I hope this finds you well.
Today I'm writing to express my profound disapproval and disappointment in
the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge redesign proposal. Turning an already
dangerous roadway - where cars speed and pedestrians must be intensely
vigilant in light of reckless motorists (reckless in that many have no
regard for crosswalks) - into a mini highway where cars are free to speed
at an outrageous 55mph is a recipe for disaster. Not only a disaster in
terms of lost lives, but also a disaster of missed opportunities - namely
the opportunity to move Los Angeles forward with a unique design that
embraces ALL ANGELENOS, not merely motorists.
As a patron of the Atwater Village area, I'd like to point out the high
levels of foot traffic up and down Glendale Boulevard. Shops, cafes, and
even the farmers market on certain days benefit from the sense of community
and civic space our sidewalks and outdoor seating creates. Unfortunately,
the bridge is monstrous obstacle that stops pedestrians right where they
could be making a leisurely uphill trek into nearby Silver Lake. Why not
create a bridge redesign that actively seeks a BETTER connection between
these two neighborhoods? Instead of further dividing them with a mini
highway.
While I understand we must make changes in order to protect our
infrastructure from seismic damage, I sincerely hope you won't sacrifice
the future of Los Angeles in order to do it. Individuals in our fair city
are increasingly giving up their automotive dependence, in pursuit of
healthy and sustainable freedom on bikes or on foot. Please don't look to
the past for already failed "solutions." I strongly urge the Division of
Environmental Planning to return to the drawing board and come up with a
design that accommodates ALL ANGELENOS.
Thank you for your time,
Erich Bollmann
-----
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Subject:
131009 0821-1
From: Kelly Thompson [mailto:kthompson1346@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 1:28 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Please keep our City moving forward!! Keep it safe, green and progressive.
Not the old Car Centric mindset. As someone who bikes or walks between
Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion
Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely Kelly Thompson 3916 West Point Place, LA, CA 90065
-Kelly Thompson
Website - untitled54web.com/ <http://www.untitled54web.com/>
Blog - untitled54.blogspot.com/
-----
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Subject:
131009 0822-1
From: Emily Camastra [mailto:emilycamastra@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 1:50 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Emily Camastra
3138 Glenmanor Place
Los Angeles CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131009 0822-2
From: Aaron Lawrence [mailto:aaron.lawrence@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 2:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Greetings,
I am submitting my public comment in opposition to the current proposed
configuration of the Hyperion Viaduct, as part of the Glendale
Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement.
I own a home several blocks from the base of the viaduct in Atwater
Village, and I drive or cycle the viaduct daily as part of my commute and
when shopping/dining/socializing between Atwater Village and Silver Lake.
This viaduct is a critical connection between these neighborhoods--one of
only three really connections that cross both the river and the 5 freeway
(Fletcher and Los Feliz Blvd. being the others). As both a driver and
cyclist, I've been looking forward to a project that would finally fix
design issues and rampant speeding that make the complex dangerous and
difficult to navigate for all road users. But the existing proposal would,
in many ways, make matters even worse.
By implementing a design speed of 55 mph, along with freeway design
features like mega-sized lanes, banked curves, and a freeway crash barrier,
the proposal would encourage even more dangerous speeding while ignoring a
decade of community input demanding that the City do something to reduce
the dangerous speeds on this bridge. These freeway-like elements have no
business being forced onto a critical connection between two sleepy
neighborhoods. The proposed design will dump freeway-speed traffic (going
55mph and higher) out into pedestrian-oriented streets made up of single
family residences, restaurants, and boutiques. This proposal is totally
inconsistent with the designation of Silver Lake and Atwater Village as
Pedestrian-Oriented Districts. Rather than engineering the road to conform
with the dangerous speeds driven by some drivers, the road should be
engineered to calm traffic and slow dangerous drivers down.
By focusing only on how to move cars across the viaduct at the highest
possible speed, the proposed design completely neglects and endangers
others who want and need to use the bridge. Instead of including a bicycle
lane and robust pedestrian accommodations in this major project, the
proposal is to include a single sidewalk on only one side of the street,
but with no safe way to access that sidewalk for those living on the other
side of Glendale/Hyperion Blvd. Pedestrians will have no choice but to walk
blocks out of their way or rush across many lanes of high-speed traffic to
reach the single sidewalk. As for cyclists, the project documents claim
that the proposal is "consistent" with the 2010 bike plan (which calls for
a full bike lane on this route) because cyclists can ride on the shoulder
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(!!!). I invite the planners of this project to try riding a bike on the
shoulder up a steep incline next to 55mph traffic with no bike lane or
separation and see if they still feel this way. Because this is one of only
three routes connecting the neighborhoods, cyclists are left with no other
options (other than some ridiculously circuitous routes--e.g.:
http://goo.gl/30DyMv). This will ensure that only the most hardcore
committed cyclists (or those without the means to drive) will walk or cycle
between these neighboring vibrant pedestrian-oriented areas. Rather than
design the bridge for everyone, in accordance with the complete streets
requirements and the 2010 bicycle plan, the proposal prioritizes only the
automobile (and the reckless speeding automobile instead of responsible
drivers content with going the speed limit, at that). This is ridiculous.
It is clear that--if the emphasis is taken off of accommodating the highest
speed traffic and instead placed on meeting the needs of all road
users--there are many better options for a bridge redesign. Implementing
lane widths consistent with a typical city street rather than a freeway and
foregoing a freeway crash barrier leaves plenty of room for a wide sidewalk
and bike lanes (even buffered/separated bike lanes), while discrouraging
dangerous driving instead of encouraging more speeding. I implore the City
and Caltrans to consider the lane configuration proposed by the LA County
Bicycle Coalition, which takes into account the character of the
neighborhoods, the 2010 bicycle plan, and the complete streets policy,
which makes the bridge accessible to all, which discourages reckless
driving, and which does nothing to reduce car capacity. Additionally, I
request that any redesign include the following:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I should add that I do appreciate the inclusion of the proposed red car
pylon footbridge, which will provide those south of Glendale Blvd. in
Atwater with convenient recreational access to the LA River Bike Path
(though without a complete crosswalk at the base of the bridge, this does
not help those north of Glendale Blvd.). And I appreciate the inclusion of
the partial crosswalk allowing access to the sidewalk for those north of
Glendale Blvd. in Atwater with safer access to the sidewalk (though without
a complete crosswalk at the base of the bridge, this does not help those
south of Glendale Blvd.). Both of these address real needs, but neither
confronts the greater problem that the Hyperion viaduct is the critical
connection between Atwater and Silver Lake, and it needs to provide a safe
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means of transportation between these neighborhoods for everyone, not just
move cars back and forth at the highest possible speeds.
Thank you for the consideration.
Sincerely,
Aaron Lawrence
3138 Glenmanor Pl., Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131009 0823
From: Danny Cohen [mailto:dco1@dco1.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 3:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
Hello,
I am a frequent driver of the Hyperion Glendale bridge, and would be
delighted to use a renovated bridge that reflects the realities of how
motorists are using it.
However, I am also a frequent cyclist of the Hyperion Glendale bridge who
would be even more delighted to use a bridge safe for humans, not just
cars. Perhaps a bridge with shade, sidewalks and bike lanes so I don't feel
like I might be struck when I am struggling to get up that incline (I'm
getting better) or switch lanes so I don't end up going into the freeway.
We need a bridge that reflects the realities that we want for the future,
not a bridge for cars today. I don't want some mini-freeway shuttling cars
between two islands of communities, but a multi-modal connection allowing
for real humans to move around Los Angeles on a human scale.
Please reconsider the proposed plans for the Hyperion Glendale bridge
because, as citizens, we should be catering to each other as humans, not
cars. Thank you for your time.
Danny Cohen
Los Feliz Resident
-----
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Subject:
131009 0826-1
From: Blair Miller [mailto:blairmiller1@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 3:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who lives in Pasadena and works in Los Feliz, and who bikes to
work occasionally, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made
safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Blair Miller
-----
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Subject:
131009 0826-2
From: Haruna Madono [hmadono@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 11:15 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I live across the bridge from Atwater Village, and I am scared to death
every time I access Hyperion on my bicycle. Not only are the sideways
barely usable, but there is no viable crosswalk to give me access from both
sides of Glendale Avenue. As it stands, the cars race across like it's a
highway, and I am surprised that no one has been killed by now. Please make
the changes necessary so all of us can use it safely.
Best,
Haruna Madono
3120 Rowena Ave
Apt 2
Los Angeles CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131009 0838
From: matthew.mooney.53 [matthew.mooney.53@my.csun.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 1:08 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion bridge viaduct
I am someone who would love to use the Hyperion bridge but I do not for
fear of being hit by automobiles that drive way too fast. Please in your
proposal include bike lanes on either side of the bridge, wide pedestrian
sidewalks on either side of the bridge, a place for bicycles to merge
safely with traffic when coming in to Atwater and a complete crosswalk from
the south side of Atwater to the bridge. I constructed a motion that passed
just last evening to oppose the current proposal for this bridge. I
desperately want Los Angeles to build more complete streets and move into
the 21st century and remain a global competitive City. I respect your work
so please take into consideration my suggestions.
Sincerely,
Matthew Mooney
-----
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Subject:
131017 0815
From: Megan Wade [mailto:megan@skylightbooks.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 12:15 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; assemblymember.gatto@assembly.ca.gov
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Without Bike Lanes: Both Dangerous and Bad for
Economic Development
To those with influence over the decision regarding the redesign of the
Hyperion Bridge:
For the past year I have commuted by bike from Montrose to Los Feliz
through Glendale. I chose not to use Los Feliz Blvd. for that commute
because of the number of large trucks; nor do I use any of the currently
marked bike/pedestrian infrastructure because of its complete inconvenience
and the amount of time it adds on to my commute. Instead, I have used the
Hyperion Avenue bridge, with the belief that one day there would be bike
lanes and improved infrastructure and this commute would be much safer.
Now I have learned that new plans call for the bridge to be designed to
allow for cars traveling at 55+ miles per hour. You can imagine my shock.
Personally, I am already in the process of moving out of the LA area
because it has been so frustrating, in my years here, to try and navigate
the city via bike and public transit. Yes, there are changes, but when I
hear about 'improvements' like this, I can only feel vindicated in my
decision to leave.
Still: I have friends and colleagues who will still be here, and that's why
I'm writing. Because I encouraged them to give biking a try and recommended
this route, and I would hope that in giving that recommendation I would not
be putting them in danger. For their sake, as well as the sake of all the
cyclists who in navigating those paths for the first time will think it
natural to jump from the sharrows on Rowena to the bike lanes on Glendale
in Atwater, do not let the project proceed without new, safer
infrastructure for cyclists.
Furthermore, I strongly believe that improved cycling and pedestrian
infrastructure on the bridge will be a boon for local business in both
Silverlake and Atwater Village. There are currently amenities in both
neighborhoods that are inaccessible by foot because of the unsafe
conditions on that bridge, that would be within walking distance for
residents on one side or the other. I believe that businesses in Atwater
would see an increase in the number of visits from Silverlake residents,
and those Atwater residents going to Trader Joe's or Gelsons would suddenly
be able to do so by bike or foot, lessening the incredible congestion that
exists in that area. In this way, I don't think that decisions about the
design plan for the Hyperion Bridge should take into consideration only
environmental or safety factors; an excellent design could greatly impact
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the economic development of these areas long into the future.
As a resident of Montrose, I have seen first hand the positive impacts of a
pedestrian-focused design for Honolulu Ave. on our downtown business
district. It's part of what makes Montrose such an amazing place to live,
and what allows us to have so many wonderful small businesses. And as an
employee of an independent business myself (Skylight Books, in Los Feliz) I
certainly hope that you will take the health of such businesses into
account when making decisions like this. So much of our business depends on
foot traffic; so I truly think it's a shame, anywhere, when high-speed car
traffic destroys the opportunity for independent businesses to succeed.
I believe the LA County Bicycle Coalition and many other groups have put
forward alternative designs for the bridge that are not only feasible but
will protect the safety of all commuters and truly benefit both of these
neighborhoods. I greatly encourage you to consider these designs over the
current dangerous and ill-conceived car-focused proposal.
Sincerely,
Megan Wade
3921 1/2 Ocean View Blvd.
Montrose, CA 91020
-----
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Subject:
131017 0819
From: Sanchez, Lawrence (CDPH-DDWEM) [mailto:Lawrence.Sanchez@cdph.ca.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 2:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Build a Safe Viaduct for All - No Hyperion Freeway - Glendale
Hyperion Complex of Bridge Improvement Project
Dear Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California DOT7
As someone who bikes, walks, drives and rides between Silver Lake and
Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that the Glendale Hyperion
Complex of Bridge Improvement Project be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. I attended project workshop on 9/25/2013
and was happy to discuss the project with all in attendance. Specifically,
I would like the project to include:
1.
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave in accordance with the 2010 Los
Angeles Bike Plan
2.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way finding
signs
3.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
4.
No crash barrier and banked turns maximize bridge real estate
for automobiles so people drive faster than necessary for the posted speed
limits surrounding streets
5.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
6.
Crosswalk ramp on both sides that facilitate bicycle traffic
entering or exciting sidewalk
7.
A crosswalk on the Rowena Ave, Silver Lake end of the viaduct
to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd.,
preventing jaywalking and improve pedestrian way finding
8.
Minimize grating on the bridge which collects debris and
creates a hazard for cyclists
There is enough room on the bridge to accommodate pedestrian & bike traffic
better, & slow car traffic down to make it safer & more pleasant for
everyone. There's no point in allowing or encouraging drivers to speed up
to freeway speeds to cover the short distance that these bridges span.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and benefit all travelers.
Sincerely,
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Lawrence Sanchez
2053 N. Vermont Ave. Apt 6
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131017 0821
From: Herb Agner [mailto:herbagner@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 10:11 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge project
Ms Podesta,
I understand from LA County Bicycle Coalition that no bike lane is planned
in plans for the rehabbing of this ancient bridge, and that we need to
lobby you, city govt, etc for a public hearing to discuss. Safe and easily
accessible bike lanes along this corridor are essential, given the rapidly
growing car traffic in Silver Lake and Atwater Village. If we need a public
hearing to convince the powers-that-be of this, then consider this my
"lobbying" for that hearing. Thanks
Herb Agner
-----
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Subject:
131017 0919-1
From: Susannah Lowber [mailto:susannahlowber@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 8:23 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: NO Hyperion Freeway- Build a safe viaduct for all
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I travel this bridge two to five times a week and it is already scary as a
cyclist with the current speed. Everyone's needs can be met if the project
is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Susannah Lowber
1326 Douglas St.
LA, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 0919-2
From: ~rajni~ [mailto:rajnianne@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 9:09 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like
me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and to discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
-----
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Subject:
131017 0920-1
From: Rebecca Joyce [mailto:rebeccaejoyce@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 8:52 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Rendering Hyperion inaccessible to cyclists forces me and many others to
ride on Los Feliz Blvd, which is far more dangerous than even the current
Hyperion crossing. I also frequent businesses on both sides of the bridge
and know that when traffic flows off the bridge at high speeds it makes for
dangerous crosswalks for several blocks in either direction. Everyone's
needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through
an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include: Bike lanes on
Hyperion Ave. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding. No crash barrier and banked turns that
will make people drive even faster. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end
of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of
Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous
merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit. I also request a
public hearing on this matter.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Joyce
1724 N Edgemont Street #416
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131017 0920-2
From: Gabriela Nuñez [mailto:nunez.gabriela@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 1:42 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: tom.labonge@lacity.org, councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org,
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Gabriela Nunez
1130 Rossmoyne Ave. Glendale, CA 91207
-----
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Subject:
131017 0920-3
From: Ben Guzman [mailto:ben.guzman23@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ben Guzman
Historic Filipino Town
-----
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Subject:
131017 0925
From: EsterNLenny@aol.com [mailto:EsterNLenny@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 3:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Please, NO bicycle lanes on the Hyperion Bridge
To Whom It May Concern,
We have lived in the area close to the Hyperion Bridge since 1960 and have
used the Hyperion Bridge for most of those years. As such, I am greatly
concerned about the safety of everyone using the bridge, including the
youth that use it going to and from John Marshall High School.
The discussion about the bicycle lanes on the Hyperion Bridge is important
but the demand is demeaning. How can it ever be feasible to narrow the
lanes on the bridge for car drivers, who count in the thousands as daily
users, to give room to make a bicycle lane for maybe 100 users?
Has thought ever been give to car drivers as well as cyclists? And the flow
of traffic? It has been noticed how car drivers slow down for bicyclists in
the designated lanes, and this causes the flow of traffic to slow down and
even to stop. But often cars have to slow down because so many bicyclists
do not adhere to traffic lights nor to stop signs. In other words, what
would make cyclists more dependable or safety-minded on the Hyperion Bridge
than what has been observed on general roads in Glendale and Atwater
Village? There is much to consider when making sure that safety is the
first concern.
In addition, I don't understand how safe bicycle access on to and off
of the bridge can be achieved. Two lanes need to be crossed to get on
and off the bridge, which would make it VERY unsafe for both bicyclists and
motorists.
This sounds like the tail wagging the dog, with the cyclists demanding
change from the decision-makers and forcing their will on
the neighboring communities. And this should not happen.
Thank you,
Evy and Jim Todd
-------------
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Subject:
131017 0934-2
From: longlegged.guy@gmail.com [mailto:longlegged.guy@gmail.com] On
Behalf Of Aaron Sosnick
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:31 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who frequently bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I
call on you to ensure that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for all.
Bike lanes were called for in the 2010 LA Bicycle Plan. It's outrageous
that rehabilation plans for this complex totally ignore this plan.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Aaron Sosnick
2243 East Live Oak Drive
-----
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Subject:
131017 0939
From: Alex Rixey [mailto:alexrixey@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Avenue - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who travels between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like me. I
regularly use the bridge both as a pedestrian and motorist, and would like
to be able to bike across as well.
When training for the L.A. Marathon, I regularly cross the Hyperion bridge on
foot en route from my home in Franklin Hills to the L.A. River Bike Path
and Griffith Park beyond. In the bridge's current auto-oriented
configuration, the sidewalk ends abruptly on the Atwater Village side in
the middle of four lanes of fast-moving traffic, and requires me to cross
at an unmarked location, creating an unsafe condition both for me and for
motorists on Glendale and Hyperion. As a marathoner-in-training, I am able
to make the sprint to the other side; it would be impossible for someone
moving at comfortable or reduced walking speed or in a wheelchair to cross.
I also regularly patronize restaurants and businesses on Glendale Boulevard
in Atwater village, and regularly travel to my gym just across the border
in Glendale. I am an avid cyclist and would like to visit these businesses
by bike: the short two miles from my home to Atwater Village should be a
quick and pleasant bike ride. I regularly commute to Downtown on city
streets and ride recreationally on PCH and Mulholland drive, but I do not
feel safe on Hyperion Avenue. The unsafe biking environment leaves me no
choice but to drive or risk serious injury or death. This results in my
making additional vehicle trips that create congestion and pollution in my
neighborhood.
I understand the need for motorists to cross the bridge. Even with better
walking and biking facilities, I would continue to make some trips to
Atwater Village and Glendale by car. However, safe walking and biking
facilities would make it possible to walk, jog, and bike to Atwater
Village, saving me money and improving my health while improving safety,
reducing traffic congestion and reducing emissions for everyone in the
community. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
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·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and benefit all travelers.
Sincerely,
Alex Rixey
1426 Talmadge Street
Los Angeles, CA 90027
Council District 4
-----
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Subject:
131017 1029
Attachments: comment cards sept 25 mtg.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: michael macdonald [mailto:michael.s.macdonald@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:53 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe River Crossing for All Users
Ms. Podesta,
I write as a resident with great concern for the current plans to
reconfigure the Hyperion/Glendale viaduct crossing between Silverlake and
Atwater Village. The plans as presented appear to be out of sync with the
community character and intended use of this connection, as well as with
the City's Bicycle Master Plan and modern urban roadway design standards.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Protected bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier or banked turns that will encourage vehicles to drive
even faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater Village end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
The incorporation of a river crossing from the L.A. River Bike Path is not
sufficient to accommodate bicycle or pedestrians to commute between
Silverlake and Atwater Village. There is no reason for this project to not
be consistent with the bike plan, Caltrans complete streets policy, and
Federal Highway Administration routine accommodation regulations. The
viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the
5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and to the benefit
of all road users.
Sincerely,
Michael MacDonald
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Subject:
131017 1049
From: michael culhane [mailto:michael_culhane@mac.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 7:31 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale complex of bridges over the 5 Freeway and LA
River connecting Silver Lake to Atwater Village
Dear Ms.Tami Podesta, Mr. LaBong, Councilmember Farell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I am concerned about the plans for the Hyperion-Glendale complex of bridges
over the 5 Freeway and LA River connecting Silver Lake to Atwater Village.
They are a death trap for any Bike trying to use them. PLEASE make sure
that a bike lane becomes part of the plan for each of them. Bike are the
future of LA and bike deaths will slow that progress.
Sincerely,
Michael Culhane
-----
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Subject:
131017 1055-1
From: Bill Clare [mailto:bill_clare@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 9:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge-bike lanes and sidewalks
Dear all,
I recently heard about the proposed changes to the Hyperion Bridge and was
shocked by the plan. I lived in Atwater Village for a time and used to walk
up the bridge to get to Trader Joe's. I was amazed at how unsafe it was
for pedestrians. I also bike along it to get into Hollywood as there are
not many alternate routes to get over there. Every time I ride over that
bridge I fear for my life. I figured with a renovation on the way, the
city would take the opportunity to make the bridge a way to bring the
communities of Silver Lake, Edendale and Atwater together as well as
connecting existing and planned bike paths. Instead you've planned to
build the smallest freeway ever. Now is the time to bring the Hyperion
Bridge back to it's former glory and let it help bring communities back
together as well as add to the LA River beautification project.
Here is what the project should include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Bill Clare
-----
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Subject:
131017 1055-2
From: Em Jay Dee [mailto:likable.enough@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 8:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
Hello,
As a pedestrian who routinely crosses the Glendale-Hyperion Bridge on
foot, I am very concerened with the proposal to retrofit the span. When I
first heard the news there was a plan to upgrade the bridge, I was excited
by the idea that maybe the bridge would become a a safer, more pleasant
span to cross on foot or bike. Then I saw the details of the plan. The plan
expands the roadway to freeway standards (accomidating motorists who
routinely drive over the speed limit at 55 mph) instead of calming the
traffic along the road, and enforcing current speed limits (which would
make the crossing safer for pedestrians and cyclists). This is a grave
mistake and one I urge you to change. We have an opportunity to correct 50
years of auto oriented planning principles in Los Angeles and this plan,
although well intentioned, only continues these mistakes and furthers our
traffic problems. Removing a pedestrian sidewalk on the eastside and making
no room for bikes in exchange for road expansion, higher speeds and freeway
style road barriers is not the way to improve life for our community. I
urge you to rethink the elements of the plan that take away from
pedestrians to facilitate speedy motorists. 35 mph for this road is
approiate and by this sound clip, many of my neighbors think so too
https://soundcloud.com/hyperionpubliccomment/what-is-the-design-speed-of
Thank you for your time,
Matt Diaz
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 172

Subject:
131017 1055-3
From: Olivia Offutt [mailto:ooffutt@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 9:47 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Olivia Offutt
3400 Poly Vista
Pomona, CA 91768
-----
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Subject:
131017 1056
From: Lawrence Rogow [mailto:lrogow@loop.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 11:09 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Lawrence Rogow
Chairman
5670 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1300
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323) 904.4090 direct line / (323) 965.5411 fax
rogow@loop.com
-----
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Subject:
131017 1057
From: SkiDaily@aol.com [mailto:SkiDaily@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 7:45 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway
Tell me it is NOT true that you are designing "improvements" to the
Hyperion Bridge over the L.A. River/I-5 Freeway without considering
and accommodating ALL users (cars, bicycles and walkers).
Tell me it is NOT true that you are designing "improvements" to the
Hyperion Bridge and ignoring the 2010 L.A. City Bicycle Plan which
designates the Hyperion Bridge for BIKE LANES.
What exactly was the purpose of having spent all the time and money to
develop a BIKE PLAN, if it is not going to be followed?
SHAME on you all for allowing this proposal to even be considered ... let
alone get this far.
Andy Miliotis, 10 year CCC Participant - since 2004 - and more until we
find a cure ...
600 S. Curson Avenue
#325
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(818) 384-5290 cell
Please join me in supporting the Arthritis Foundation in its efforts to
find a cure for "arthritis" and related diseases. Each year since 2004, I
have bicycled from San Francisco to L. A. as a way to honor my 100 year
old Mother who passed away on August 13th and had been suffering with
arthritis since age 28 and to raise money to help find a cure for the
40,000,000 Americans and 300,000 children (yes, this is not only an "old
person's" disease) with some form of Arthritis.
Visit www.californiacoastclassic.org for more info. Be sure to view the
"Camp Esperanza video". I have set a personal goal of raising
$20,000.Please help me reach this goal by DONATING
on line at our secure web site at http://afcabikeclassic.kintera.org/andy or
send a check to me payable to the "Arthritis Foundation". Thank you so
much for your generosity and support. Working together, I know we can make
a difference. Next ride takes place 9/28 - 10/5/13.
-----
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Subject:
131017 1058
From: Rachel Bennett [mailto:rachelacbennett@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 9:04 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Consider public health, equity, and safety
for all!
As a public health professional, urban planner, and someone who bikes or
walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe ALL people. Everyone's needs can be met if
the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban
community. PLEASE CONSIDER PUBLIC HEALTH AND EQUITY IN THIS IMPORTANT
PROJECT! Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit. Thank
you very much for your attention.
Sincerely,
Rachel Bennett
3360 Hamilton Way, Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1106-2
From: Melody Brocious [mailto:melodybrocious@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Build a Safe Viaduct for All - No Hyperion Freeway - Glendale
Hyperion Complex of Bridge Improvement Project
Dear Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California DOT7
As someone who bikes, walks, drives and rides between Silver Lake and
Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that the Glendale Hyperion
Complex of Bridge Improvement Project be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. I attended project workshop on 9/25/2013
and was happy to discuss the project with all in attendance. Specifically,
I would like the project to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave in accordance with the 2010 Los Angeles Bike
Plan
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way finding signs
3. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
4. No crash barrier and banked turns maximize bridge real estate for
automobiles so people drive faster than necessary for the posted speed
limits surrounding streets
5. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
6. Crosswalk ramp on both sides that facilitate bicycle traffic entering or
exciting sidewalk
7. A crosswalk on the Rowena Ave, Silver Lake end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd., preventing
jaywalking and improve pedestrian way finding
8. Minimize grating on the bridge which collects debris and creates a
hazard for cyclists
There is enough room on the bridge to accommodate pedestrian & bike traffic
better, & slow car traffic down to make it safer & more pleasant for
everyone. There's no point in allowing or encouraging drivers to speed up
to freeway speeds to cover the short distance that these bridges span.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and benefit all travelers.
Sincerely,
Melody Brocious 900 east 1st street LA CA 90012
-----
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Subject:
131017 1106-3
From: Tricia Robbins [mailto:tricia.d.robbins@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:17 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Hyperion / Glendale is wide enough that it can be designed to accommodate
pedestrians, bicyclists’, and motorists needs at speeds appropriate for an
urban community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
-·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- · Wider sidewalks on both sides of Hyperion / Glendale and
well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- · Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and to discourage speeding
- · No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
- · A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the Los
Angeles bike plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is
currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway
and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
Sincerely,
Tricia Robbins Kasson
1952 Rodney Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
tricia.d.robbins@gmail.com
(323) 552-3231
-----
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Subject:
131017 1106-4 (Referenced as 131108 0855 in the Letter Comments
Database)
From: daveedkapoor@gmail.com [mailto:daveedkapoor@gmail.com] On Behalf
Of Daveed Kapoor
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:34 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion Bridge
I am writing to express my concern over the proposed retrofit of the
Glendale Hyperion Bridge. I do not support the proposal. This bridge is a
vital connection between Silverlake and Atwater Village, currently is a
dangerous bridge to walk, bike or drive across & the proposed retrofit will
make it even less safe for all users.
I dont support the median in the center or eliminating the sidewalk on one
side - this is not historically compatible with the original bridge and it
is a downgrade in terms of safety and quality of place.
I am appalled that there will be no bike lanes on the bridge - bike lanes
were promised on this bridge as part of the bike plan, it is essential
per Caltrans
Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) to provide for the mobility needs of
bicyclists and pedestrians.
The proposed new ped/bike bridge on the river path does replace the
function of bike lanes or sidewalks on the bridge itself. This new
proposed ped/bike bridge does not connect directly to Glendale or Hyperion,
in order to access this new bridge a user would have to take a dangerous
circuitous path illustrated in the attached map sketch. Also there already
is the Sunnynook Ped/Bike bridge just 1000 to the north so there is no real
added function with this new bridge.
I urge the Department of Transportation to require this proposed bridge
modernization project to be re-designed to accomodate all users. Bike and
Ped access must be maintained and modernized.
Thank you.
daveed kapoor 323 252 8510 california architect C32812
-----
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Subject:
131017 1107
From: easwaran@gmail.com [mailto:easwaran@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Kenny
Easwaran
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:33 AM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Podesta,
Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Ave
I'm sure you're getting plenty of messages about the importance of the
Hyperion Ave viaduct for cyclists and pedestrians wanting to cross the LA
river, and the 5 freeway. But you should also note that no matter how many
bridges you build across the river and freeway, it's still quite difficult
to get from the neighborhoods of Silver Lake and Los Feliz down to
Riverside Dr. The ridge line of the hills is just as much a barrier as the
freeway and the river. Glendale Blvd is not yet usable by cyclists and
pedestrians, and Los Feliz Blvd is nearly as bad. Hyperion is the best
chance for a straight route, connecting to the bike lanes on Griffith Park
Ave, and the neighborhood bike route on St. George St.
There is plenty of space on the bridge for 8 feet width of protected
cycletracks next to the protected sidewalk, if the traffic lanes are
11 feet wide instead of 12 and 14. If the worry is that cars are going too
fast for 11 feet to be adequate safety, then we need design features that
psychologically encourage drivers to proceed at a safe speed, rather than
design features that encourage them to speed up even more.
From my house just off Fountain Ave, at the foot of Hyperion Ave, I am much
more likely to bike the three miles into Hollywood, or the five miles into
Downtown, than the two miles into Atwater, because the bridge is scary, and
no better alternatives exist to crossing the three barriers of the
ridgeline, the freeway, and the river.
Please make this bridge safe and usable for all!
Kenny Easwaran
-----
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Subject:
131017 1109-1
From: bergstressers@sbcglobal.net [mailto:bergstressers@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 12:10 PM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway !
Councilmembers O-Farrell, LaBonge, Mayor Garcetti and Ms. Podesta As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy! The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Judy Bergstresser
1945 Meridian Ave.
South Pasadena, CA 91030
-----
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Subject:
131017 1109-2
From: James Todd [mailto:james@uxd.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 11:29 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Blvd. - Hyperion Ave. Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project
Dear Ms. Podesta,
When I heard of this project many years ago, I was very apprehensive as to
what would become of the historical bridge. I know it needed earthquake
retrofitting, but at what cost?
I see all of the fine work the engineers through diligence and community
input have accomplished with their plans, very impressive.
To see now at the eleventh hour, how a group of purported outsiders seem to
be throwing a wrench in the project is disgusting. All of this work to be
put in jeopardy for the addition of a bike path? This doesn’t sit well
with me.
Growing up in the area (Elysian Heights) and having lived in Glendale for a
number of years before returning to Elysian Heights, I have travelled this
bridge complex in one aspect or other since as long as I can remember,
often several times in a day. I can tell you from common experience, this
is no sane place for a bike path. It is simply too dangerous and to make
it somewhat safe, well there goes the whole project in my opinion:
1.
1. Narrowing the lanes would do
nothing but make it more dangerous for both motorists and cyclists.
2. Removing the median barriers would make it less safe for drives as well
(imagine driving on the I-5 without a divider).
3.
The cost is simply not worth reworking or scrapping the time,
energy and money already invested in this project.
And finally:
4. How many of these bicyclists have ever or would ever use this?
I see a simple solution in widening the pedestrian crossing over the river
using the existing Red Car piers. This would not only be a cheaper
solution, but a much safer one at that and a chance to repurpose part of
old Los Angeles. If this is not an option financially, cyclists can be
instructed to walk their bicycles across the path ensuring the safety of
pedestrians. This has been done for many years in Venice Beach as cyclists
must walk through the vendor lines section of the boardwalk or take the
alternate bike path closer to the water.
I hope you consider the opinion of a local resident.
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Regards,
James Todd
Elysian Heights resident
-----
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Subject:
131017 1110-1
From: Marianne Vogel Bender [mailto:mariannebender12@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 11:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom; Mayor; Ofarrell
Subject: IMPORTANT!!!!Hyperion Freeway - Build a SAFE Viaduct for All
As someone who walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Marianne Bender
3214 Perlita ave la ca 90039
Marianne Vogel Bender
PRODUCER/DIRECTOR
Los Angeles, CA
m 215.262.8892
mavtv@roadrunner.com
Bendercreativegroup.com
-----
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Subject:
131017 1111
From: Evy Todd [mailto:evy747@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:21 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: NO Bike Lanes on Hyperion Bridge - SO VERY UNSAFE!
10/10/13
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN;
I was extremely concerned and dismayed to hear of possible alterations to
the renovation plans for the Hyperion Bridge.
The Bridge does NOT need bike lanes, forcing it to become narrower and
possibly removing the center divider.
While I applaud their efforts in most cases, and acknowledge their right to
speak of their desires, I don’t appreciate the bike lane advocates not
granting me the same courtesy, in their apparent unwillingness to see other
points of view in return.
There are certain realities in life. Dealing with the finite, physical
dimensions of a historical bridge is one of them.
Another reality is safety. Unfortunately, on this topic, I know of which I
speak.
I went to John Marshall High School in the ‘70s and there were constant
stories of accidents on the Bridge including head-on collisions.
In the ‘80s, I and a friend came upon the site of an accident on the
Bridge, late one night. A motorcyclist had been forced onto the side and
was down. A semi-truck had stopped to help but his radio wasn’t working.
We ran home, called 9-1-1, grabbed aluminum foil (to act as a reflector for
cars) and a blanket. We got back and did what we could until help
arrived. However, before it did, the motorcyclist literally died in my
hands. This is not the kind of thing that one forgets.
A center divider on the Bridge is most assuredly needed!
I have heard that the bike lane advocates suggest making lanes smaller and
that that will slow traffic speeds down. No. No it won’t!
Has any one of them driven the Pasadena (Arroyo Seco) freeway lately? It
has the narrowest lanes of any stretch of freeway in the greater Los
Angeles area, and yet people speed merrily along, breaking the speed limit,
every day.
These plans have been developed over YEARS. To come in at the 11th hour and
expect to have their desires met is unrealistic and smacks of entitlement.
For the safety of all, please leave the lanes the same width, add a center
divider, and do NOT add bike lanes to the bridge. In this case, THE
NEEDS OF THE FEW DO NOT OUTWEIGH THE SAFETY NEEDS OF THE MANY!
Thank you for your time!
Evy Todd
-----
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Subject:
131017 1115
From: Judy Korin [mailto:judy@seesawstudios.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:42 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway -- Build a Safe Viaduct for ALL!!
Dear Ms Podesta, Council Members and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who has had their office at 2959 Glendale Blvd, the last
building in Atwater before the Hyperion bridge, and as someone who bikes
AND walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I can attest to the
importance of this critical link across the LA River between our
neighborhoods. I have observed Marshall High School students walking and
crossing perilously at both sides of the bridge, while cars come hurtling
down the Boulevard at freeway speeds without regard for pedestrians or
cyclists.
it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like
me, but especially for our high school students. Everyone's needs can be
met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban
community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Judy Korin
3828 Valleybrink Rd
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-Judy Korin
Creative/Director/Founder
Seesaw Studios
tel: 323.646.7747
e: judy@seesawstudios.com
www.seesawstudios.com
balancing content and branding
-----
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Subject:
131017 1130
From: Wes High [mailto:weshigh@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: VisionHyperion!-No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for
All
I'm a resident of CD13 and think that the current plants for the retrofit
of the Hyperion viaduct are a bad idea and will hurt the livability of all
the communities surrounding it. There is no reason that the bridge should
be designed for 55mph auto travel.
This bridge needs to have bike lanes, as well as great pedestrian
access(wide side walks, cross walks etc.) This bridge connects to very
walkable and bike heavy neighborhoods. Its a waste of infrastructure to
design this bridge to increase auto traffic speeds for .5 miles, where that
high speed traffic will then dump into pedestrian heavy areas. That is just
asking for people to get run down and killed. I would like the project to
include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
CD13 Resident
Wesley High
1425 Lucile Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1132-1
From: Allison Amon [mailto:aamon@chelsea.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:00 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmmber.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Paul Franceschi
Subject: Hyperion in Atwater
Dear Tami,
I am a long time Silverlake resident (20 years) with two children and a
husband who all are avid bicyclists and walkers. I am very concerned about
the upcoming project that would turn yet another Silverlake street into a
high speed freeway.
I am writing to you about the proposed project that would
rehabilitate the Hyperion- Glendale bridges over the 5 freeway and the LA
River. I am unclear and unhappy that the project
does not include
the bicycle lanes that were planed for in the 2010 plan. Please consider
changing the current plan to include them.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Allison Amon
2388 Kenilworth Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 188

Subject:
131017 1132-2
From: Alice Rutherford [mailto:alice.rutherford@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:52 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I've recently moved to Rowena Avenue in Los Feliz after living in Echo Park
for 8 years. As someone who now bikes and walks frequently between that
area and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be
made safe for people like me. I drive my car across that bridge frequently
as well but I know that everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I'm really looking forward to better bike and pedestrian infrastructure in
my new neighborhood. Please help this become a reality!
Sincerely,
Alice Rutherford
3358 Rowena Ave #1
Los Angeles, CA 90027
Alice Rutherford
ILLUSTRATION & DESIGN
Los Angeles, CA
alicerutherford.com <http://www.alicerutherford.com/>
-----
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Subject:
131017 1133-1
From: stephenmarshallbox@gmail.com [mailto:stephenmarshallbox@gmail.com] On
Behalf Of Stephen Box
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 11:37 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Rachel Horst
Subject: Glendale Blvd-Hyperion Ave Bridge Comments
Tami,
I understand that the deadline for comments on the Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
is today.
I offer these comments and request the opportunity to contribute additional
comments in the future.
1) Those in charge of this project will be exceeding their authority if
they restrict access to one mode while allowing access to other modes
during the construction project. If motor vehicles are permitted during
construction, then pedestrians and cyclists must also be permitted. The
State of California has been very clear in the CAMUTCD on the many options
available for accommodating all modes during construction, and also very
specific on behavior that is prohibited, including engineered conflict and
mode restrictions.
2) The bridge, as proposed, is inconsistent with LA's 2010 Bike Plan,
which specifies bike lanes. The Initial Study says that it is consistent
but fails to demonstrate that consistency. The Bike Plan calls for Bike
Lanes and the Initial Study has no Bike Lanes. They are inconsistent.
3) The Initial Study includes inconsistencies such as referring to a
widened sidewalk but being unable to specify if it is 8' or 7'. Both
numbers are used.
4) Optimum capacity would be reached with speeds of 30-35 so increasing the
speed of traffic with enhancements that favor motor vehicle speeds are not
improvements, but actually defects that work against pedestrian safety,
cyclist safety, and motorist safety. In addition, it results in a loss of
efficiency for all modes.
5) Removing a sidewalk and offering in its place a crosswalk supported with
a flashing beacon is no solution at all. Flashing beacons are no match for
speeding traffic that requires sufficient distance to safely stop. This is
simply engineered conflict.
6) At best, the accommodations during construction and the resulting
infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists appear to be afterthoughts, not
a commitment to multi-modal and certainly not an improvement.
Thanks for the opportunity to comment and to point out that to proceed at
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this point would be to exceed your authority.
Stephen
Stephen
Stephen Box
Director of Outreach and Communication
Senior Project Coordinator
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 2005
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Downtown Office: (213) 978-1551
Downtown Fax: (213) 978-1751
Website <http://EmpowerLA.org> | Facebook <http://facebook.com/EmpowerLA>
| Twitter <http://twitter.com/EmpowerLA> |
YouTube<http://youtube.com/EmpowerLA>
|
Newsletter<http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs005/1105232878764/archive/110998565705
4.html>
Register now <https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NCBudgetDay2013> for
the October 26 Neighborhood Council Budget Day
Empower Yourself. Empower Your Community. Empower LA.
-----
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Subject:
131017 1133-2
From: Caleb [mailto:anago55@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:35 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.com; mayor.garcetti@lacity.com
Subject: Hyperion Avenue Project
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Caleb R. Nelson
2929 Waverly Dr. 110
Los Angeles, CA. 90039
-----
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Subject:
131017 1134-1
From: casey caplowe [mailto:casey@goodinc.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Hi,
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Casey Caplowe
1447 Avon Terrace
LA, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1134-2
From: Kimberly Greenhut [mailto:kimproduces@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I also bike regularly from my home in Los Feliz to the LA River.
Currently, I have to use Los Feliz Blvd, which I despise due to the heavy
traffic and very busy intersection at Los Feliz and Riverside. I would
love an alternative.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I would also like to add that putting a major thoroughfare in a
neighborhood disrupts the cohesion of the community. Let's make L.A. a
more community friendly and livable city by building infrastructure that
serves everyone.
Sincerely,
Kimberly Greenhut
4448 Melbourne Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
415-260-6879
-----
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Subject:
131017 1243-2
From: Mary Abler [mailto:mary.abler@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:39 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All!
Hello!
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I volunteer at a food/art space in Atwater and live in Silver Lake. When I
bike home at 11 PM, after my shift, my coworker insists on following me,
slowly, in his car, convinced that Hyperion is completely unsafe for me to
bike on that late at night. Of course, I have bike lights and I travel at a
safe speed, but he is right!
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mary Abler
1720 N Dillon St, 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1244
From: Bradley Cleveland [mailto:bfcleveland@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Viaduct
Ms Podesta,
I'm a frequent biker on the streets of LA, and I'm writing to urge you to
design the Hyperion VIaduct so it is safe for people who bike or walk
between Silver Lake and Atwater Village. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
Please ensure this project to consistent with the LA bike plan and Caltrans
complete streets policy. The changes listed above will transform the
viaduct into a safe bike and pedestrian route across the 5 Freeway and the
LA River.
Sincerely,
Bradley Cleveland
1907 1/2 Whitley Av, LA 90068
-----
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Subject:
131017 1245-1
From: Joe Andrews [mailto:andrews@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:42 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Rehabilitation of Hyperion Bridge
Ms. Podesta:
This email requests that in any plan to rehabilitate the
Hyperion Bridge, that you give consideration to bikes, walkers, and even
dog-walkers, and not just to automobiles. The current plan fails to do so,
and in doing so, is part of the problem, not the solution, to making Los
Angeles an even better place to live. Also, it is not clear that the plan
properly factors in Hyperion Avenue’s history of carnage – it was not that
long ago that the stop light was placed on Hyperion in front of Trader
Joe’s, and only after at least one person had been killed at that
intersection.
I live in the Franklin Hills area, and very often use the Hyperion Bridge
between Silver Lade and Atwater Village. Many Sunday mornings, walking the
dog, I take the stairs from Riverside Drive next to the Hyperion Bridge
that end on the Silver Lake side of the bridge. I try to ride my bicycle
in the area as well.
Please make Hyperion Avenue safe for all of us – not just cars, but the
bikers and walkers as well. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Speed limits consistent with city driving, not freeway driving;
- Well-marked crosswalks;
- Sufficient space for multi-use, including safe use by bicyclists
and walkers (sufficient walk-ways, bike lanes, etc)
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the existing
bike plan and Caltrans’ complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently
the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I have copied Tom Labonge and others, because Tom is not
only a bicycler (leading trips in his district) but also a dedicated walker
and hiker. Tom is a strong supporter of his constituents and of their
quality of life. Help us on this one, Tom.
Sincerely,
Joe Andrews
3871 Franklin Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 197

Subject:
131017 1245-2
From: Joe Hogg [mailto:joseph.hogg@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 4:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Build a Safe Viaduct from Silver Lake to Atwater on Hyperion for
all users of public roads.
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me
and all members of the public. Everyone's needs can be met if the project
is designed for appropriate speeds through this urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way-finding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and to discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
This project should be consistent with the LA's bike plan and Caltrans'
complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to
safe pedestrian and bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River.
This project can change that and benefit all travelers if the
recommendations outlined above are considered and implemented.
Sincerely,
Joe Hogg
2467 Hidalgo Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131017 1246
From: William Campbell [mailto:wildbell@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 4:51 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: I'm Hyper Over Hyperion
As both a life-long cyclist in Los Angeles and a 10-year resident of
Silver Lake, the Hyperion Viaduct has been a regular connector on bike
routes to and from Atwater Village, Elysian Valley Glendale, Burbank, and
the San Fernando Valley. It's certainly not the safest place to ride or
walk as it is, but I manage.
From what I hear now plans are being proposed to make it even less
manageable, and It is inconceivable that any upgrade to such a vital link
to so many communities seem designed to make it even less of a safe place
to walk and ride.
It is completely hypocritical that after the implementation of a "road
diet" on a section of nearby Rowena now the bridge is in danger of being
turned into what amounts to be an environment that is hostile to
pedestrians and cyclists.
I encourage you to promptly demand the plans be revisited and revised so
that they are inclusive to all modes traveling over and under the viaduct
and not exclusive, with consideration being made for the following:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue
- Wider sidewalks and marked crosswalks with wayfinding signage
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to be inconsistent with the city's bike
masterplan and Caltrans' "Complete Streets" policy. The viaduct is
currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway
and the Los Angeles River. Making it less safe is not the answer. This
project shouldn't change the bridge to benefit motorists to the detriment
of cyclists and pedestrians. It should change the bridge to be of benefit
all modes of transportation.
Sincerely,
William Campbell
840 N. Occidental Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1304
From: Gilbert G. Gutierrez Jr. [mailto:gilbergg@usc.edu]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 4:55 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: coram.paribus@gmail.com; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Respectfully:
I am a cyclist. I am also a community member (live in Koreatown, work in
University Village, play in DTLA and Hollywood). I am a tax payer, voter
and, most importantly, a father, brother, and son. I do not ride to Atwater
Village or Eagle Rock or any other Los Angeles neighborhood north of the
river due to the poor infrastructure. What do I mean by poor? I mean no
separation from auto traffic, no painted bike lanes, little to no signage,
really no meaningful consideration whatsoever for anyone other than the
motorist. I am writing this brief note to express my dismay with the
current plans for the Hyperion Bridge. The bridge could be a key link
between Los Feliz, Silver Lake and the aforementioned neighborhoods.
I do not want freeway style median barriers on the bridge. I do not want to
be shooed off onto some isolated bike-ped bridge. I do not want cars to be
sped up, but rather slowed down. It is sad and frustrating because I should
not have to plead for safety nor think of it as a ‘want’. This project
needs to be totally rethought or rejected.
Let me just go ahead and reach for the stars: ideally, there would be a
physical barrier ie K-rails placed on either side of the bridge between the
wide sidewalks and the traffic lanes to cordon off the protected bike lanes
crossing the river. This is likely not going to happen. Why not? Because it
is perceived to be highly politically risky and would take real leadership.
Should politics trump safety? Even Type II painted bike lanes, as many
other advocates are calling for, are not part of the plan as presented.
Type II bike lanes across the river should be the bare minimum. They should
be a no-brainer slam dunk.
Widening travel lanes only encourages speeding by motorists and with the
bike-ped bridge being built in such a non-obvious manner to anyone
traveling on Hyperion by bike, cyclists will continue riding over the
bridge. Only after this project, the bridge will be more dangerous to them.
Please, please, please rethink this project with the needs of cyclists and
pedestrians also in mind and do NOT build this project as was presented at
the community meeting on September 25, 2013. Thank you.
-Gilbert G. Gutierrez, Jr.
Senior Library Assistant, Acquisitions
USC Libraries UVI-A
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gilbergg@usc.edu 213-740-7470
-----
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Subject:
131017 1305
From: HEALYDESIGN@aol.com [HEALYDESIGN@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 12:12 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Re: Hyperion Bridge redesign
Hello Ms. Podesta
I have been a resident of this area for 30 years and use the bridge often.
Where the bridge ends, east bound, is a signal at Glen Feliz. There has
always been a bottle neck there as cars turn either left to enter Atwater
Village or make a U turn to go west from the north bound 5 freeway,
Glendale Bl exit (one can only turn east from that exit ramp). One left
hand turn lane is dedicated for all this traffic and the lane is always
backed up into one of the lanes to its right, stopping that lane of traffic
as well. Drivers are required to wait through two or even three lights, at
times, to make the turn. This is not just a rush hour concern, it happens
throughout the day.
One lane dedicated for U turns and another for left turns would help but
the way the bridge ends on the east and melds into Glendale Bl. doesn't
leave room to do that now. The eastern portion of the bridge needs to be
redesigned to allow for a better flow of traffic.
I sincerely hope this issue will be address by the engineers as the bridge
is redesigned.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment about the bridge issues facing the
people living in this community.
Susan Healy
-----
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Subject:
131017 1307-1
From: Aaron Kuehn [aaron@aarline.info]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 1:37 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct / Bridge - Misguided Plans
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I was a bicyclist, motorist, and pedestrian in LA for 20 years, and I
created landmark bicycle safety campaigns for the City of LA, and worked
hard to pass the current bicycle plan so that future changes to the street
scape will result in a more livable city. I traveled back and forth on the
Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct / Bridge many times. It is a beautiful historic
span connecting two of the most vibrant and walkable communities in the
region. The view as you descend the bridge into Atwater is breathtaking and
unique, and should be a joyful experience for all users.
Instead, it is currently a horrific gauntlet run for cyclists and
pedestrians, and even motorists have a very hard time safely crossing the
many lanes of divergent traffic. It is my understanding that several
motorists have died on this bridge in the past decade. Business owners on
the Atwater side tell stories of frequent high-speed collisions. As a
cyclist, I have been subjected to more harassment from motorists on this
bridge than anywhere else in LA, and I fear for my life every time I ride
up the ramps of this bridge. As a pedestrian, I am perplexed how to even
get across.
The LA traffic engineers' solution to raise the speed of traffic, ignoring
the longtime pleas of the community to slow the lethal mess down is
insulting and foolish. This flagrant irresponsibility of LA traffic
engineers is a principle reason I moved my business and family this summer
to a different city.
The city where we live now is building a very similar replacement
high-traffic viaduct / bridge. This bridge, however, will feature in each
direction, 12' wide shared-use sidewalks, a bicycle lane, and a single
motorized travel lane ( Read more about it here:
http://www.sellwoodbridge.org/?p=project-area ).
Forward-thinking design that responds to community input is more difficult,
but completely worth it. LA officials need to help create a city that
people want to continue living in, and that doesn't kill them. It is
imperative that any changes to this bridge calm/slow the existing reckless
traffic, add the bicycle lanes called for in the bicycle plan, add
sufficient side walks, and engage the community in a more meaningful and
responsive way. This is all completely do-able, and will result in a safer
and more effective connection between these stellar communities.
Thank you,
<http://twitter.com/aaronkuehn>Aaron Kuehn
<http://aaronkuehn.com>
-----
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Subject:
131017 1307-2
From: M. Chambliss [ragweedpress@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 1:38 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Objections to Hyperion Freeway System - Viaduct Must Be Safe For
ALL Users
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I have lived in Atwater Village since 1990, and each day, I commute both
ways over the bridge from Atwater Village to Silverlake. On the weekends,
I sometimes walk into Silverlake to shop and go to the gym. Crossing the
street from Glendale Boulevard to the bridge is, at best, a risky procedure
for a walker. I would also love to ride my bicycle across the bridge, but
frankly, under the current conditions, I am afraid to.
Based on my daily observations of traffic, as a car driver, pedestrian, and
bicycle rider, I feel that it is an absolute necessity for public safety
and the Atwater Village and Silverlake communities, that both the bridge
and Hyperion Avenue/Glendale Boulevard be made safe for me and everyone in
my community. I do not see this happening if the current project's design
goes forward, without first being modified to respect and accommodate the
current makeup and traveling needs of my community.
Here are the items that I feel should be changed/incorporated regarding the
current project design:
Bike lanes going both ways across the bridge to/from Atwater Village,
and on Hyperion Avenue
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
In addition, I fully agree with the statement that there is no reason for
this project to be inconsistent with the bike plan and Caltrans "complete
streets" policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe
bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can
change that and make all travelers benefit.
With kindest regards,
Marty Chambliss
3862 Valleybrink Road
Los Angeles, CA 90039
(323) 793-0885
-----
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Subject:
131017 1308
From: Ray de Mesa [ray@raydemesa.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 6:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Greetings:
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like
me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ray de Mesa
-----
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Subject:
131017 1309-1
From: Kitty Norton [kittynorton01@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 7:55 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway! A safe viaduct for bikes/pedestrians
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kitty Norton
1917 Rodney Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-Kitty Norton
Video Editor
Website: KittastrophyProne.com<http://www.kittastrophyprone.com/>
Vimeo Channel: Walk Walk Little Ham Hock Films <
http://vimeo.com/channels/192651>
-----
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Subject:
131017 1309-2
From: Netty Carr [dishy512@icloud.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 3:42 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Mitch O'farrell; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn Chyn; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; Mary Rodriguez; Daniel.Halden@lacity.org;
Luis Lopez; Sandra Caravella; Ann Lawson
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Project
To whom it may concern:
Friends of Atwater Village (FAV) would like to express our sincere thanks
to the design team that has been working on the retrofit and restoration of
our local landmark, the Hyperion Bridge HCM #164.
The bridge retrofit & restoration project was first brought to Atwater
Village residents back in 2004. Since then we have seen many changes to the
plan. Mr. Wally Stokes had said it best at one of the early community
meetings, "No one knows their neighborhood better than the people who live
there." No truer words have been spoken.
FAV, had many suggestions for this project, first and foremost was the
protection of all historical elements of the bridge. We also advocated for
pedestrian safety, the realignment of the Interstate 5 freeway off-ramp and
proposed a pedestrian / bike bridge over the Los Angeles River on the old
Red Car pylons. Amazingly all of these things have been incorporated in the
plan.
Over the years we have witnessed firsthand a collaboration between the
government agencies and local stakeholders to improve the historic bridge
and meet the new seismic requirements. Working together we achieved great
results. Thanks for giving the community stakeholders a seat at the table.
Now pedestrians and bicyclists alike will have a safe way to cross Glendale
Blvd and access the Hyperion Bridge stairs to continue their commute to the
Silver Lake and Los Feliz communities. The 5 freeway offramp realignment
will help alleviate the congestion at the Glenfeliz Blvd turnaround which
will in turn keep the traffic from backing up on the bridge.
Lastly, we give our wholehearted thanks to our new Council Member Mitch
O'Farrell for sharing our vision, conveying our safety concerns, working
with the design team to find a solution and helping to secure the funding.
Wenn Chen, Linda Moore and Wally Stokes also deserve special recognition
for taking that extra step to work with the community members. We
appreciate all their due diligence and hard work.
We look forward to seeing a beautifully restored Hyperion Bridge.
Sincerely,
Netty Carr, Sandra Caravella, Ann Lawson & Luis Lopez
Board, Friends of Atwater Village
3371 Glendale Blvd unit #110
Los Angeles, CA 90039
323-913-2999
-----
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Subject:
131017 1310
From: Andy Au [andyau8@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 13, 2013 2:08 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Carol Feucht; Cyclists Inciting Change thru LIVE Exchange::
BikeNow.org; Jen Klausner; Erik Alcaraz; JJ Hoffman; info@bikenow.org;
Javier Hernandez
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All - Bicycles,
Pedestrians and Motor Vehicles
Good Morning Ms. Podesta, Council Member Labonge, Council Member O'Farrell
and Mayor Garcetti,
Thank you for what you have done to work with the entire Northeast Los
Angeles Community to establish the bicycle lanes along York Blvd in
Highland Park, Colorado Blvd. in Eagle Rock and Spring St. in Downtown Los
Angeles. I travel these routes regularly.
As a 49 year old and therefore 49 year member of the Silver Lake Community
I am writing to request that you reconsider the current plans for the
Hyperion Avenue and its absence of Sidewalks for Pedestrians and Separated
Bicycle Lanes for Bicyclists, Kids on Scooters and responsible
Skateboarders.
As a kid, especially an older tween and teenager, I rode my bicycle on this
road to get from Silver Lake to Atwater Village and on to Eagle Rock.
As an adult, I'd like to do the same and continue to bring my children on
this route for a leisurely Saturday or Sunday activity. Or a ride during
the week to the Farmers Market. Or to Costco for groceries. Or to connect
to the Class I LA River Bike and Pedestrian Lane. Or to Tam O'Shanter Inn
for Prime Rib, Yorkshire Pudding, Creamed Corn and a light salad after a
day of physical activity biking and walking about this great city of ours.
I would like to be able to use Zero Pollution, slow and safe, 100% Healthy
Physical Activity means to travel throughout Northeast Los Angeles in
addition to driving around the city in an automobile.
I commute from one Los Angeles City Community / Neighborhood (Silver Lake)
to several other Los Angeles Communities / Neighborhoods (Atwater, Highland
Park, Glassell Park, Eagle Rock) and onto adjacent cities as well: South
Pasadena, Pasadena, Alhambra, Glendale etc.
I am not merely a bicyclist and pedestrian, I also drive an automobile on a
daily basis as part of my employment as a pharmaceutical sales
representative. This is is a safety initiative that will help calm traffic
and reduce accidents which will more consistently improve traffic flow,
ease frustration and prevent road rage.
It will lower the stress level and raise the awareness of each of us to the
other users of this major thoroughfare. I think of this bridge and roadway
with its beautiful vistas of the Glendale Foothills and San Gabriel
Mountains much like the view from the 1st St and 4st Bridges that cross
over to East LA during the 7 CicLAvia events.
Please rethink and reconsider what kind of Los Angeles we want to live in.
One that is a "Freeway" even in residential neighborhoods and
thoroughfares? Or one that combines safe and sane vehicular (motorized or
not) traffic movement with a pleasant, natural transportation corridor.
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One that appreciates the beauty and not mere functionality of this bridge
route and allows transportation users to appreciate its historical
engineering and architecture. I'm pretty sure it was built during the WPA
era of great infrastructure?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for all you do to make Los Angeles a global 22nd Century City
that is the envy of the world with our multi-modal transportation means
throughout the city.
Sincerely,
Andy Au
I have lived in Eagle Rock 90041, Silver Lake 90039, attended Micheltorena
Elementary School and Thomas Starr King Junior High School before moving to
Eagle Rock Junior/Senior High School for graduation in 2982.
I then attended and graduated from the University of California at Davis
where a bicycle was my primary means of transportation for 4 years.
Whereupon I returned to Los Angeles, CA and lived in Eagle Rock.
-Andy Au
home / office
323-344-8795
-----
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Subject:
131017 1311
From: Eli Sentman [elis000@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2013 6:00 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Tami,
I live in Atwater Village with my wife and infant daughter. I was recently
informed of the the Caltrans plan to modify the Hyperion Bridge to
accommodate cars traveling at 55 mph. I have lived in Atwater for almost
five years and enjoy being able to walk over the Hyperion Bridge to shop at
the stores on the other side as well as hike up to Griffith Park and to
walk around Silver Lake Reservoir. In essence, this plan cuts off Atwater
from the neighborhoods of Silver Lake and Los Feliz. That bridge is the
quickest path to the other side. If anything, there needs to be enforcement
of the posted 35 mph speed limit. High school students walk to Marshall HS
every day over the bridge and bicyclists have to contend with speeding
cars. I have seen many accidents on the bridge because of reckless drivers.
If you alter the bridge to encourage high speeds like 55 mph, drivers will
exceed those speeds. It is just the nature of LA drivers to drive fast, so
you're going to see cars traveling at up to 70 mph. I would suggest maybe
putting in a flashing pedestrian warning light and a crosswalk at the base
of the bridge in Atwater so people can cross the street from one side of
the LA River to the next. The city is trying to encourage people to use the
River, so why not make it more pedestrian friendly and all around safer for
people who live in the area?
Sincerely,
Eli Sentman
Atwater Village Resident
-----
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Subject:

131017 1327

From: Karen Barnett [mailto:karen@urbanaid.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:39 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Karen Barnett
Subject:* Re.: Glendale-hyperion Complex of Bridges Comment Card****
date: 10.10.13
Karen Barnett
2971 Sunnynook Drive
Los Angeles CA 90039
- There are no sound readings to the North and South of Glendale Blvd. in
Atwater Village. (i.e. perpendicular to bridge or using 5 freeway
directions) Homes are located next to the project and along the LA RIver.
Before the project begins sound readings should be taken. Long term, not 15
minutes, for an average. There's a constant higher than average level of
noise in Atwater Village. Currently we have no way to show any increase in
volume due the project which will effect our community for a minimum of 3
years.
- Sound mitigation - "sound barrier" fabric should be used within and
around construction site(s)
- Stairs at bridge (after 5 N. entrance) better lighting should be
considered. Possibly reconfigured with access not hidden from sidewalk.
- Bike/Pedestrian bridge - widen as much as possible to mitigate tensions
between walkers and cyclists a known issue along the bike path.****
- Bike/Pedistrian bridge - this should end at path in Atwater Village. It
appeared to end beyond it on the image at community meeting ****
- Create path under bridge (Atwater Village side) for walkers and cyclists
which mimics bike path along other side. This would allow people to access
the other side of Glendale Blvd without running or riding across. Further
more it would increase the use and access for the newly
created Bike/Pedistrian bridge.****
Thank you,
Karen Barnett
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Subject:
131018 1949
Attachments: image002.jpg; _Certification_.txt
From: Ross Hirsch [Ross.Hirsch@doj.ca.gov]
Sent: Friday, October 18, 2013 8:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Mayor Garcetti, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O’Farrell, and Ms. Podesta,
Please let me apologize in advance for not writing before the October 11th requested date for
feedback, but a serious bike collision on that Friday prevented me from emailing on the date
requested. It could have ended my life, but I’m glad it didn’t, so I feel compelled to plead for a
more bike-friendly plan for Hyperion. Last Friday, a car driving in Glendale at relatively slow
speed simply didn’t see me (although I was wearing a neon green jacket, brightly colored helmet
and riding safely in the proper lane position). The impact sent me flying through the air,
whereupon my helmeted head crashed on the road leaving me unconscious for some ten
minutes—before I was taken to the ER, where I had to make that dreaded call to my wife: “Honey,
I’m ok, but I was taken to the emergency room because I was hit by a car.” Bad road design makes
this scenario all too common. Please let’s not make that the future for Hyperion.
I, and many others I see regularly on the LA River Bike Path and streets adjacent to the Hyperion
Bridge, bike to work daily through Glendale, Los Angeles, and particularly just the area where the
new Hyperion bridge is planned. Currently, that area is terrifying, unwelcoming, and needlessly
dangerous. High car speeds, insufficient signage, bad design. But the area is a major corridor for
bike commuters traveling between downtown Los Angeles, Silverlake, Glendale, Atwater Village,
Burbank, Elysian Valley, Pasadena, etc. many of whom for which there is no alternative route but
to travel to/over/around the bridge. Please take these bikers into consideration. I like arriving to
work safely in the morning and again home in the evenings. My choice to bike to work shouldn’t
equate to an extreme sport where I feel I’m putting my life at risk each day.
The new bike/ped bridge connecting the LA River path to Hyperion on the old Red Car pylons
sounds like a nice bit of infrastructure, as long it can accommodate bike traffic and pedestrians
comfortably. If it is too cumbersome or improperly designed for either user group (particularly
cyclists whether they be recreational or commuters like myself), it will simply be ignored for
alternative routes (even if they pose greater danger and/or cause car traffic to slow down) or
cause unnecessary friction between well-meaning neighbors. Nobody wants that as a desired
result.
My neighbors also ask to please make this a better area for those of us that live in the two adjacent
areas (Silverlake, Atwater Village/Glendale). We would like to enjoy our neighborhoods without
feeling that there is a dangerous impenetrable barrier separating the two area. Me and my wife
and our two young sons should be able to comfortably bike from the Atwater Farmer’s Market
over to Silverlake for breakfast without feeling like we are taking our life in our hands just to do
that.
For the project to be successful and a positive neighborhood asset, the project must include:
1. A safe connection for cyclists between the Hyperion/Glendale streets (1) over the bridge, and
(2) connecting to the LA River Bike Path so they can avoid the heavy car traffic constantly
jockeying to enter/exit the 5 freeway.
2. A seamless route for cyclists that does not force cyclists to merge into heavy traffic, alter their
routes in any considerable manner, or dismount to avoid obstacles. Just this type of bike
infrastructure exists throughout the world. There is no reason a world-class city like Los Angeles
should be without this human-centered infrastructure.
3. Buffered/colored bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
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4. Aggressive signage to motorists that bikes and pedestrians are present.
5. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
6.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding.
7.
No crash barrier and banked turns that could result in people driving even faster or more
dangerously.
8.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd.
I would like this project to be consistent with the bike plan, Caltrans complete streets policy, and
harmonious to the humans that use this street each and every day to walk, bike for recreation,
bike to work, bike to run errands, etc. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle
access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
Thank you,
Ross Hirsch
_
Ross H. Hirsch
Deputy Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
300 S. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
p: (213) 897-6325
f: (213) 897-2802
ross.hirsch@doj.ca.gov<mailto:ross.hirsch@doj.ca.gov>
[Description:
https://encryptedtbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRyg3WKSavZaHU0oyd78Tf3Y6X8Jd-aTdKu2F2hSQKeEERP5OKJw]
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its contents may contain confidential
and/or legally privileged information. It is solely for the use of the intended recipient(s).
Unauthorized interception, review, use or disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws
including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication.
-----
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Subject:
131021 1012-1
From: Grant Deans [mailto:grantdeans@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 19, 2013 10:17 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
David Deans
Los Angeles, CA
-----
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Subject:
131021 1012-2
From: Joel Krajewski [mailto:joelkrajewski@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 19, 2013 10:28 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Joel Krajewski
829 N. Harper Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
-----
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Subject:
131022 0939
From: Tim Barber [mailto:tbarber@timbarberltd.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 7:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Krajewski, Joel A (4220)
Subject: Please don’t make it worse

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I bike between Silver Lake and Atwater Village. Traveling across the 5 Freeway and the LA River is
already unsafe for me. An expanded “freeway-speed” viaduct would make my passage impossible.
But even more important than my bike access is the inevitable ruin of a neighborhood already
teetering in the balance. This area could be part of the thriving communities it connects, with
small businesses, residences, schools and (someday, god willing) the restored LA river. Or it could
degenerate into a hemmed-in barrier to any living thing.
It is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can
be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically,
I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access between these
communities. Please don’t make it worse.
Yours,
Charles T. Barber
829 N. Harper Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
-----
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Subject:
131022 1323
From: Josie Lanuza [mailto:fivef0oter@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 1:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Josie Lanuza
995 Figueroa Terrace, #109
Los Angeles, CA
90012
-----
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Subject:
131023 0853
From: Nina Eliasoph [mailto:eliasoph@usc.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 6:54 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - stop climate change, obesity, anti-social streets
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village (Mr. LaBonge, you have
seen us on our bikes and on foot, with kids, riding around Los Feliz and Silverlake!), it is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Nina Eliasoph, Leo Eliasoph, Paul Lichterman, and Olivia Lichterman
Nina Eliasoph
Associate Professor and Vice Chair
Department of Sociology
Stanley and Hazel Hall Building
851 Downey Way
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA 90089-1059
Fax: (213) 740-3535
Tel.: cell: (323) 333-5899
Home: (323) 667-2430
-----
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Subject:
131024 1819
From: Mason Funk [masonfunk@mac.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge rehab
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I am an avid runner, and one of my favorite routes takes me from Silver Lake, down across the
Hyperion Bridge into Atwater Village, and back to the Reservoir via Fletcher & Glendale Blvd.
I have made that run countless times -- and it's a small miracle I am still alive. That bridge is a
disaster waiting to happen for pedestrians. The sidewalks are narrow and the traffic speed is
extreme. It is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's
needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mason Funk
3022 Windsor Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131024 1820
From: Steven Guerry [steven.guerry@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Steven Guerry
1800 N. New Hampshire Ave #135
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 220

Subject:
131025 0843
From: Michael Allen [mailto:ratiocn8@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 8:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion bridge
Dear Mayor Garcetti, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Ms. Podesta,
The Hyperion Ave. connection between Silver Lake and Atwater needs to be made safe for
pedestrians and bicyclists. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier nor banked turns, which will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of
Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project not to be consistent with the bike plan and the Caltrans
complete streets policy.
Sincerely,
MIKE ALLEN
853 Coronado Dr., Glendale, CA
-----
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Subject:
131028 0927
From: Richard Dean [mailto:rdean@mac.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 2:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge - Speed Limit
Hello
I cannot make the public hearing on the proposed bridge improvements but I wanted to add my
voice to those concerned about the speeds on the bridge.
The engineer on the project and others have cited the current average speed on the bridge as 55
mph. The proposed approach effectively abdicates any responsibility the city and engineers have
to stop this reckless situation.
The residential and small business stretch of road between San Fernando and Rowena is already
treated as a mini highway with people driving on the shoulders, running through right turn only
lanes and speeding 20+ mph above the speed limit. It's unclear why those involved would both
further enable this dangerous situation and abdicate any responsibility to address it.
I support most of the proposed changes but they MUST be accompanied by an agreement on
maintenance of the 35mph speed limit and a promise of aggressive enforcement. I wouldn't mind
speed cameras there if LAPD continues to refuse to enforce the speed limit.
So far hose involved in this planning have declined to make any comments in this area. Please help
convince people like me by making positive comments about speed control plans.
Thank you
Richard Dean
3426 Madera Ave
Los Angeles (Atwater Village), CA
-----
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Subject:
131028 0928-1
From: Jirair Tossounian [mailto:jirair@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 6:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion Viaduct Improvement Project Comment
please add me to the mailing list
-----
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Subject:
131028 0928-2
From: Molly Ortiz [mailto:molly.ortiz@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2013 4:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village on a weekly basis, it is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Molly Ortiz
877 1/2 N Hoover St. 90029
-----
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Subject:
131028 1425
From: HYERAN LEE [mailto:hyeranlee@ucla.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 1:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: NO Hyperion FREEWAY - DONT KILL ME
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding (ex: recent "complete street" renovation on Colorado Blvd. Eagle Rock)
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make ALL TRAVELERS, not only
drivers, benefit.
Sincerely,
Concerned citizen, cyclist, and pedestrian
Hyeran Lee
2547 W Ave 30
Los Angeles CA 90065
-----
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Subject:
131028 1426
From: Tawny Barin [mailto:tawny.barin@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 1:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who frequently bikes and runs between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue bridge be made safe for all who traverse the area whether it be by car, bike or foot. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Boulevard and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Best,
Tawny Barin
220 E Broadway #411
Glendale, CA 91205
-Tawny Barin
http://pages.teamintraining.org/los/leonadiv14/tawny
http://twitter.com/scrawnylion
-----
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Subject:
131028 1628
From: JJ Hoffman [mailto:lariverride@la-bike.org]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 4:09 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
-JJ Hoffman
Events and Development Director
323-839-6414 (cell)
-----
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Subject:
131029 0918
From: Marty Bracciotti [mailto:martyjoe@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 6:02 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge: Opposition to Bike Lanes
Tami,
As a long time resident of Silverlake and South Glendale (Adams Hill), I want to share my views on
plans for the Hyperion bridge.
I am also a bicycle rider and member of the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition, but contrary to
the vocal bike lobby who are mostly outsiders, I am totally against narrowing the 4 lanes so that 2
bike lanes can be added to the Hyperion Bridge. As a biker, I wouldn't ride them anyway as I
would consider them to be unsafe. Instead, I prefer to walk my bike on the sidewalk of the
Hyperion Bridge where it is safe and don't understand why bike riders wouldn't do that too.
The Hyperion Bridge is an important means to connect Silverlake, Atwater Village, and Glendale.
Los Feliz is the only other connector and that is choked with traffic, lets not shrink the Hyperion
Bridge and make traffic even worse. Traffice coming to the Hyperion Bridge from Silverlake is
already choked. If Caltrans reduces the lanes or otherwise slows the flow of traffic on the
Hyperion Bridge, we all lose.
I am for adding a k rail between opposing traffic lanes on the Hyperion Bridgee - this is long
overdue, and would also like to see a k rail between cars and the sidewalk on that bridge. Please
feel free to add bike lanes either over the Glendale Blvd bridge or better yet, over the pylons of the
defunt Red Car rail line - that's the absolute best alternative.
As for the Glendale Blvd bridge, something must be done to make it safer when exiting the north 5
freeway offramp to Glendale Blvd. That is a scarry merge, especially since there are 2 lanes that
must turn right onto Glendale Blvd from the offramp.
Thank you for your consideration.
Marty Bracciotti
318 Roads End Street
Glendale, CA 91205
(213) 247-2294
martyjoe@sbcglobal.net<mailto:martyjoe@sbcglobal.net>
-----
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Subject:
131029 0919-2
From: Krista Nicole [mailto:passionforwords@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 7:39 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct FOR ALL
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I have crossed the Hyperion Bridge countless times, both by car and by bicycle. I have resided in
the communities of Los Feliz, Glendale and Highland Park. I have friends and family spread
throughout these neighborhoods and those adjacent. The bridge has been a valuable direct
passageway for years, connecting me to my community and granting me critical access to
numerous businesses and destinations.
I ask that you take into account the safety and access of Hyperion Bridge. I ask that you consider
the needs of all who depend on the connection Hyperion provides between the communities east
and west of it.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding.
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and provide a way for all travelers to
benefit.
Sincerely,
Krista Carlson
6179 Myosotis St., Highland Park, 90042
(818) 522-4347
-----
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Subject:
131029 0919-3
From: Andrew Welker [mailto:welkersemail@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 7:49 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Andrew Welker
322 Sonora ave
Glendale, ca 91201
-----
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Subject:
131029 0920-1
From: Paul Burke [mailto:pjburke@pacbell.net]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 11:14 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Redesign
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I live in Glendale but I like to visit Silver Lake, where I used to live. Rarely do I ride my bike across
the Hyperion bridge, because
there is no bike lane
you need to cut across traffic (southbound) to reach the bridge
if you commit to the sidewalk you are stuck because of the curb
there is hardly enough room for pedestrians on the sidewalk let alone bikes
It is my understanding that the city plans to address these shortcomings by redesigning the bridge
to accommodate speedy motorists. I would like to lend my voice to the many concerned
Angelenos and Glendale neighbors who urge you to reconsider. Please redesign the bridge to
welcome bikers and walkers who do Los Angeles a favor by forgoing their automobiles.
Sincerely,
Paul Burke
817 Palm Dr.
Glendale, CA
-----
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Subject:
131029 0920-2
From: jim alejandre [mailto:jalejand@usc.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 11:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
There is no reason to make this segment a high speed artery.
Sincerely,
Jim Alejandre
1224 South Hudson Ave
Los Angeles California 90019
-----
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Subject:
131029 1029 (Referenced as 131029 1029 in Letter Comments Database)
Attachments: 2013 Oaks letter Hyperion.pdf; _Certification_.txt
From: Gerry [mailto:gerryhans51@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2013 10:22 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom LaBonge; Councilmember.O'Farrell@lacity.gov; Mayor Garcetti; jeanne.min@lacity.org;
christine peters; Mary Rodriguez; Carolyn Ramsay; Daniel Halden
Subject: Comment, Hyperion Ave Bridge redesign
Attached Oaks letter regarding Glendale-Hyperion bridge complex.
Thank you,
Oaks HOA
-----
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Subject:
131029 1259
From: jacqueline Kerr [mailto:jacquekerr@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2013 12:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
1. In "modernizing" the Bridge for auto speeds of 55 mph capability, all
of the proposed safety measures are negated.
2. This is a dangerous stretch of pavement - do whatever possible to slow
down traffic.
3. The speeds used by southbound motorists to climb that hill become
dangerous at the top - just as a downward slope begins. I use that Bridge
all the time - and no matter how careful I try to be, when reaching the top
I've become a dangerous motorists.
Many thanks for addressing the problems of this wonderful, old landmark...
good to have it around for other generations.
Jacqueline Kerr
-----
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Subject:
131029 1607
Attachments: 2013-10-24 Glendale Hyperion Bridge Project.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: Hector Huezo <h.l.huezo@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 28, 2013 at 4:43 PM
Subject: Glendale Blvd -Hyperion Ave Bridge Project
To: wenn.chyn@lacity.org
Hello Mr. Chyn,
I would like to submit the following letter on behalf of the Alliance of
River Communities- We are Los Angeles's regional alliance of East and
Northeast Area Neighborhood Councils.
At a regularly scheduled meeting last week, our alliance decided to support
a plan that would creat multi-modal transportation a priority of this
bridge project. I would like to ask that you please include our letter
into the public record as part of the comments regarding this project.
Thank you. Please confirm that you have received this email.
Thank you Mr. Chyn.
-Hector Huezo
ARC-Los Angeles
-Hector L. Huezo
562.485.7329
H.L.Huezo@GMail.com
-----
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Subject:
131030 1042
From: doug@zuumsocial.com [mailto:doug@zuumsocial.com] On Behalf Of Doug Schumacher
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2013 9:45 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: The need for better bicycle accommodations on the glendale-hyperion bridge
I saw this posted on LA Eastsider, and read the linked page with this email for comment
submission.
I honestly couldn't believe this bridge would even be considered to be built without, not adequate,
but great support for cycling. Anyone who drives around LA knows that our traffic situation is
unbearable. Metro is helping, but isn't near enough.
Cycling is one possible, reasonably affordable solution (relative to more freeways and metro
lines), but people are hesitant to bike in LA because they don't feel safe. This has to be addressed,
and this bridge is exactly the kind of place that we need progressive thinking in support of cycling.
Also, Atwater is a lovely place, but it's currently not a safe place to bike to from echo park. That's
sad, as it's only a few miles away.
Thank you
Doug Schumacher
Echo Park
-----
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Subject:
131030 1116
From: Juliana Telleria [mailto:pumpkinfay@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 11:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River.
This project can positively change Hyperion Ave. for bicyclists, pedestrians, and automobile
travelers alike.
Juliana Telleria
-----
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Subject:
131030 1259
From: Dan Riley [mailto:dprski33@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 12:41 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Dan Riley
645 W 9th St, #200
Los Angeles, CA 90015
-___________________________
Dictated but not read.
-----
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Subject:
131030 1306
From: Richard Meade [mailto:richardmeade@att.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 1:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Regarding the Hyperion Bridge project....
To Whom it may concern,
I have read that a small group of cyclists have decided to try and delay if not kill this project. I
would personally like to see the percentage numbers of cyclists vs automobiles that use
the Hyperion bridge on any given day. Are these the same cyclists who ride through Hollywood by
the hundreds, running red lights and preventing people from crossing the streets
when they have the right to cross?
Maybe its time to require multi-geared bicycles to be licensed. I pay a vehicle license fee for the
privilege of using the road so it is certainly not unreasonable to require the same for
cyclists. Fees collected could be used to add bike lanes that would improve safety for all. Also,
cyclists who do not obey the laws of the road could be identified by their license
number the same as a car.
The Hyperion Bridge project should not be delayed or highjacked by a small group of cyclists who
want automobiles off the city streets.
Sincerely,
Richard A. Meade
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 239

Subject:
131030 1314
From: Mari Miller [mailto:mari.miller@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 1:08 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and
discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mari Miller
809 East Acacia Avenue Unit F
Glendale, CA 91205
(818) 414-3264
-----
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Subject:
131030 1319
From: Tokunow Susumu [mailto:susumu101@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 1:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bke paths
All the bike riders like myself, that try to exit the bike path along the LA river to Hyperion Ave.,
must get off their bikes and carry it up a long flight of steps, and then enter very dangerous,
speeding, bridge traffic.
Definitely not bike friendly.
Regretfully - Alvin Susumu Tokunow
-----
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Subject:
131030 1422
From: T Scott Keiner [mailto:scottkeiner@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 2:10 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: LACBC Bicycle Plan for Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
Dear Tami:
I'm writing to express my support for LACBC's modified plan for the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge. As
someone who commutes and runs errands on my bicycle in the area, a dedicated bike path on the
bridge would be of great benefit to me and provide a critical connection between Silver Lake and
Atwater Village communities. Currently the only options for bicyclists crossing between the two
neighborhoods are braving high speed traffic on Los Feliz or the Glendale/Hyperion bridge.
Neither option is safe, both contain blind spots, and both put bicyclists in the path of vehicles
entering and exiting the 5 freeway at high speeds. A bike path on the bridge would solve many of
these problems and provide a critical and safe connection between two communities.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Scott Keiner
-----
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Subject:
131030 1554
From: James Edward Schuck [mailto:james@jamesschuck.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 3:35 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: The Bridge Debate
In its current configuration, that bridge is a freeway linking two streets that is in need of a
"calming" of some kind. Traffic roars down that hill, discouraging all but the bravest pedestrians
and bicycles have not even been considered. I would not ride a bike over that bridge if my life
depended upon it. It is a link between Atwater and Echo, and as such, the proposed "Red Car "
bridge proposal is a waste because it goes nowhere. People use the larger bridge as a gateway
between two communities.
Scrap the Red Car Bridge and put more people access (bike and foot) on the Hyperion Bridge and
incorporate some means to reduce the speed of auto traffic.
James Edward Schuck
www.jamesschuck.com
310.663.3074
-----
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Subject:
131031 0855-2
From: scottb@roadbikecity.com [mailto:scottb@roadbikecity.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 10:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Bike Lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A
complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from both
sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River.
This project can positively change Hyperion Ave. for bicyclists, pedestrians, and automobile
travelers alike.
Thank you,
Scott Blumenthal
-----
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Subject:
131031 0856
From: Andee Brauer [mailto:aibrauer@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 5:22 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn.Chyn@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; board@atwaterchamber.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Retrofit
As a homeowner and business owner in Atwater, I believe that a "road diet" on Hyperion's main
bridge to accommodate more bicycle lanes would substantially change traffic flow to Glendale
Blvd so as to inconvenience both clients trying to reach my business and friends/family trying to
reach my residence.
Furthermore, during evening rush hour it serve would to congest Hyperion south of Trader
Joes/Gelson's even more severely than it is already. Please do NOT make the traffic worse on
Glendale.
Thank you,
Andrea Brauer
3235 Hollydale Dr
Los ANgeles, Ca 90039
-----
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Subject:
131031 0858
From: Margaret Jensen [mailto:joshuagrammy@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 8:23 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn.Chyn@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; board@atwaterchamber.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Having lived in Atwater Village for more than 50 years, I oppose any changes to the current plan to
upgrade and retrofit the Hyperion Bridge. Although I supported bicycle use along the Los Angeles
River and the bicycle bridge over Los Feliz, I cannot support the proposal that would limit vehicle
traffic between Silverlake and Atwater Village. Please do not change the current plan!
Sincerely,
M. Grace Weisenstein
-----
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Subject:
131031 0859
From: cecelia sonsini [mailto:restaurantbooks@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 7:30 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn.Chyn@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; board@atwaterchamber.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Living near the intersection of Fletcher and Rowena, I go into Atwater on a daily basis and use the
Hyperion bridge to get back and forth. Taking away one lane for bicyclists would be horrible for
those of us who drive. Just look at how the loss of one lane
in each direction on Rowena between Glendale and Hyperion backs up traffic at rush hours (both
morning and evening).
The most frustrating part of having lost those lanes is that I rarely even see a bicyclist in the bike
lane, so, to me, the
bike lane is a complete waste of space.
Please don't do the same thing to the Hyperion Bridge!!
Thank you
-Cecelia Sonsini
-----
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Subject:
131031 1056
From: Pamela Burgess [mailto:pamela@pamelaburgess.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 10:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comment: Glendale/Hyperion Complex of Bridges Project
Hi Tami-I am a resident of Atwater Village.
I am in favor of approving the Glendale/Hyperion Complex project as designed and presented.
I am NOT in favor of redesigning the current project to create more space for bikes or another bike
lane.
The surrounding communities and businesses want to move forward with this project now. We do
not want to drag this out for several more months bc of an 11th-hour appeal by those who were
not engaged in the lengthy design process.
Thank you.
PB
Pamela Burgess
3799 Valleybrink Road
Los Angeles, Ca 90039
323-807-4456
pamela@pamelaburgess.com<mailto:pamela@pamelaburgess.com>
pamelaburgess.com<http://pamelaburgess.com>
-----
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Subject:
131031 1057
From: john gutierrez [mailto:nejohng@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 10:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
To Whom It May Concern
I am a Native Angeleno for the passed 68 years and have been a resident of Atwater Village for the
passed 20 years.The proposed changes to the Hyperion Bridge are important to me because I use
it daily . In its current condition it is very dangerous to navigate by bicycles. The pedestrian
walkways are too narrow for bike rider and there are no bike lanes on the roadway. Changing the
bridge to one lane in both directions make a lot of sense because vehicular traffic on the bridge is
always light. Another issue for bicyclist is north bound riders leaving the bridge to Glendale blvd.
with car from the 5 Fwy North Glendale exit. Some type of pedestrian caution light should be
added. The same should be installed to the South side for pedestrian and cyclist trying to access
the Hyperion Bridge. Thank You John Gutierrez 213 272-5464
-----
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Subject:
131031 1242
From: RLC [mailto:rlcronce@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 11:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion Bridge Project
Please adopt the recommendations made at the Oct. 27th safety meeting. Adding a 4' shoulder for
use by bicyclists and narrowing the car lanes is fine. I would prefer larger car lanes, but I'm fine
with room for bicyclists even tho I find them annoying in traffic.
Let's move forward and get this refurb started sooner than later. Overall it's a great improvement
to what is there now!
Ronald Cronce
3460 Atwater Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90039
(Atwater Village)
-----
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Subject:
131031 1553-1
From: Patrick Cleary [mailto:p_cleary@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 2:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comment on Proposed Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement
Dear Tami:
I'm a resident of Atwater, and a commuter to an office on the Miracle Mile. Sometimes I drive to
work, and sometimes I bike. I use the Hyperion Bridge nearly every day. Because of the twists in
the road, I think it would be a good idea to reduce the lanes to one in each direction. No one should
be switching lanes in that small stretch anyways. Cars drive too fast because there is no
intersection.
Let me go through a detailed description of how I cross the bridge via bicycle. I take a left at
Glenfeliz, hoping the car behind me doesn't take up the third lane on Glendale Blvd., bike on the
shoulder up until it narrows to nothing, then wait until the coast is clear and I can pedal onto the
striped triangle separating the underpass/freeway on-ramp road and the elevated bridge. I walk
my bike up to the sidewalk, and if there are no pedestrians on the sidewalk, ride it to start of the
ramp up to Waverly, dismount, and walk it up to the top. Then I ride down the access road, stop at
the stop sign, look both ways, and proceed along the shoulder to Rowena. I take Hyperion and
then Fountain all the way to Vine, the next bike route, before heading south.
Coming home, I ride along Hyperion, and after crossing Rowena, I wait until the line of cars has
gone ahead, and then pedal hard in low gear, hoping no rogue car comes barreling down behind
me as I take up the right lane. The pot holes make it dicey because of the speed I gather. Then I
have to signal and get over as soon as the merge lanes from the Glendale off-ramp join the bridge
traffic.
Where is the design for a bike lane going Northeast to Atwater? The narrow bike path being
proposed in the current plan is only suitable for bicycling into Silver Lake. Bicyclists need a lane in
either direction.
I like the design put forward by Tomas O'Grady's group. The current plan does not do enough to
make a safe path for cyclers and walkers. In my opinion, single lanes for cars will prevent future
injuries and deaths.
thanks,
Patrick Cleary
Atwater Village/District 13
-----
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Subject:
131104 1014-1
From: Nishith Dhandha [mailto:nishifus@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 1:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: EIR - Glendale-Hyperion Bridge Comments
EIR - Glendale-Hyperion Bridge Comments My concerns, briefly stated, are as follows:
1- Bicycle Connectivity: We have a existing bike lane starting on Rowena/Hyperion, yet the bridge
doesn't provide a bicycle lane connection to that street and the rest of the network. It is a missed
opportunity.
2- Pedestrian Linkage: The undersized proposed 4-foot sidewalk @ Waverly, isn't wide enough to
allow 2 people to walk side by side from Silverlake to Atwater. This will discourage pedestrian
traffic along the bridge and either side of it. Min. width should be 6'.
3. Safety for Non-motor Vehicular Traffic: Although the bridge connects two very pedestrian
neighborhoods, the bridge is designed to move cars along it at disproportionately high speeds
relative to bikes and peds. It discourages pedestrian activity along the corridor and is an
impediment to the Mayor Garcetti's objective to start a "Great Streets" initiative along Glendale
Blvd. and Hyperion St.
Although the aesthetics of the new bridge are wonderful, it is a completely missed opportunity in
terms of multi-modal functionality, pedestrian safety and connectivity. Please do not allow a
project with such promise to fall so flat.
We cannot allow a bridge that will exist long into the future (100 years) to be designed for a
transportation paradigm that is old and outdated. Streets are no longer just for cars and this
project needs to be adjusted to fit into the new pedestrian, multi-modal transportation paradigm.
Streets are civic spaces and should be safe and accessible for all.
Thank you,
Nishith Dhandha
1955 Taft Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90068
323-313-6409<tel:323-313-6409>
-----
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Subject:
131104 1014-2
From: Quinn Pond [mailto:quinn.pond@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 2:15 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Viaduct
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I just heard about the restoration and renovations to the Hyperion/Glendale Viaduct. First of all,
thank you for providing an investment in the bridge and a dedication to enhancing the
riverpathway! I saw the video and explanation at http://www.glendalehyperion.com/ and it looks
like you're taking a very responsible stance to improving this bridge - Thank you.
The only concern that I have is that I didn't see any mention of bicycle lanes in either direction.
Limiting transport across the bridge to cars and pedestrians seems restrictive to alternative
transportation (especially with such a nice path to the RiverPathWay)
I use the glen/hyp bridge regularly and it's already a pretty hairy experience biking across without
lanes (or even share the road signs).
Would you please consider including bicycle lanes in the renovations to this bridge?
Thank you for your service and your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Quinn Franklin
3191 Casitas Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
e: eskimoquinn07@hotmail.com<mailto:eskimoquinn07@hotmail.com>
p: (920) 539-2695
-----
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Subject:
131104 1014-3
From: Catherine Dent [mailto:cd@catherinedent.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 2:47 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject:
I am a resident of Atwater Village,
I support the EnrichLA/Sodder alternate proposal for the bridge renovation.
Thank you for your time and effort
Catherine Dent
Catherine Dent
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0219748/
www.silk-themovie.com<http://www.silk-themovie.com/>
-----
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Subject:
131104 1108
From: sahra sulaiman [mailto:sahra@streetsblog.org]
Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 10:28 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale bridge -- please make it safe for all
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who has lived two blocks from the Hyperion-Glendale bridge for nearly 12 years, I
can't tell you just how important it is to me and others in the neighborhood that it remain
accessible for all. There are few ways to traverse the river and freeways in one shot, and none of
them are comfortable for cyclists or pedestrians. The idea that we would sink so much money into
improvements only to ensure that pedestrians might not have easy access to the newly proposed
sidewalks or cyclists would not be able to use the bridge safely for the next 100 years seems
ludicrous to me. I have to traverse it several times a week as it is, and it currently feels like I take
my life into my hands each time I do.
Making the bridge faster also makes little logical sense. In the 12 years I have lived here, I have
never once seen the bridge backed up with traffic. I cannot understand the purpose of encouraging
cars to speed through faster than they already do only to be brought to a neighborhood pace a half
mile later.
I support the LACBC's call for narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and the nixing of crash barriers and banked turns discourage speeding. I'd also like to
see enhanced sidewalks on both sides of the bridge or, if that is not possible, signalized crosswalks
that make it possible for those on the south side of the bridge to access it just as easily as those on
the north.
The bridge is special for connecting communities and for giving you amazing views of the city, the
river, and the mountains all at once. It deserves to be treated as a neighborhood and community
asset to be enjoyed and safely traversed by all.
Below, I paste an excerpt of what my experience is in traversing the bridge now that I recently
wrote for Streetsblog (http://la.streetsblog.org/2013/10/23/advocates-push-for-a-more-livabledeath-bridge-the-glendale-hyperion-bridge-saga-continues/). Regardless of the design
implemented, I will continue to need to traverse that bridge, as I imagine other cyclists will.
Making room for all will mean that I won't have to put myself in anyone's way when I do, and that
should make everyone happy.
++++
"I've lived a couple of blocks from the bridge for the past 12 years and, in theory, I am deeply in
love with it.
As I stroll across it into Atwater Village, I love to stop and gawk at the river, gaze at the hills of
Griffith Park and the Verdugos, or marvel at just how many cars are packed onto the 5 freeway
and wonder out loud where all these people could possibly be going.
Then, I get to the end of the narrow walkway and I am dumped out of my dream state onto the tiny
Peninsula of Pedestrian Despair (pictured below), protected from the cars whizzing by at 40+ mph
on either side by only a few white lines, and I have to begin calculating how fast I can dash across
two lanes to the safety of the far sidewalk.
At heavy traffic times, I often think to myself that I am grateful that I have no children or pets that
might be saddened if I were to be flattened while playing this real-life version of Frogger.
When I bike the bridge to get to a doctor's appointment or the post-office or the artwalk or one of
the many places I need to get to on a regular basis, the situation feels even more dire.
So dire, in fact, that I have learned to time my rides down the hill into Atwater to the light at
Hyperion and Rowena. Meaning, I wait until eastbound cars are stopped at a red on Hyperion to
give myself a head start.
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"They'll see me this way," I tell myself as I move into the middle of the lane, take a deep breath and
hold it for the duration of my sprint down the hill.
As someone who has been on a bike for 20 years and endured insane conditions (like being
sexually assaulted while in motion<http://la.streetsblog.org/2012/06/07/metro-diary-gettingharassed-by-that-guy/>), it takes a lot for me to admit terror.
But the jaunt down the bridge manages to get me every time.
The road is in miserable condition - strewn with asphalt chunks, pebbles, cracks, uneven patches,
and potholes. And, I've got cars coming up behind me at high speeds as well as cars that I can't see
yet, but which will be coming up on my right at equally high speeds and trying to merge into my
lane as I reach the end of the bridge. And, the whole time, I am entirely aware that whomever is
behind me on the bridge is desperate to get past me because I am in the middle of the lane. I know
that's where I have to be because of the poor conditions, the curves which make it harder for
drivers to see me, and the fact that I need to give myself a buffer from traffic merging from my
right, but to a driver who has never biked the area, I probably seem more like an entitled
miscreant.
Sometimes, I nearly give myself whiplash trying to look over both my shoulders. Other times, I
stare straight ahead and continue holding my breath, figuring that if I'm going to die, it is probably
best if don't see it coming.
Riding back up the hill is equally as challenging.
Once you master riding in the middle of four lanes of traffic as you dash toward the bridge from
the light at Glenhurst/Glenfeliz (accessing the bridge requires you to be in one of the two center
lanes) and get comfortable with cars making last-minute, unsignaled lane changes right in front of
you or nearly clipping your back tire, you are greeted by terrible conditions. The westbound
asphalt is like cobblestone in sections (and not in a good way) and the curves and high walls along
the bridge mean that drivers coming up fast from below can't see you (and you can't see them) as
you slowly slog up the hill.
So, once again, I usually find myself taking up a lot of the lane for visibility purposes. And, while I'd
like to think drivers are sympathetic because it is a long hill, I'm pretty sure that they hate me
because they don't have any understanding of why I have to ride positioned as I do.
It is at these moments that I think about raising my fist to the sky and melodramatically invoking a
pox upon city officials and engineers on behalf of drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians alike, but I'm
usually too busy trying not to die."
++++
Best regards,
sahra
-Sahra Sulaiman
Communities Editor for Boyle Heights and South LA, LA Streetsblog
Documentary Photographer/Researcher
M.A., A.B.D. International Relations, USC
http://la.streetsblog.org/author/sahra/<http://southlastreetsblog.org>
-----
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Subject:
131105 0846
From: Margaret Jensen [mailto:joshuagrammy@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 11:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
wenn.chyn@lacity.org;
marie.rumsey@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; favboard@friendsofatwatervillage.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge realignment
The Hyperion Bridge proposed realignment serves the needs of both the Silverlake and Atwater
Village communities. I urge you to proceed to implement the proposal without any changes.
Sincerely,
Margaret Jensen and Grace Weisenstein
-----
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Subject:
131105 0849
From: E. Casson [mailto:ecasson@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 7:42 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; +councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; +tom.labonge@lacity.org;
+mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
+wenn.chyn@lacity.org;
+marie.rumsey@lacity.org;
+Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; +favboard@friendsofatwatervillage.org
Subject: HYPERION VIADUCT RESTORATION & RETROFIT PROJECT
I live in Atwater. I used to think I was a new resident but I've lived here for 22 years. I've been in
the area for 33 years. During all this time I've loved looking at this bridge/viaduct. Of course I've
also loved driving over it too! Friends of Atwater Village does a fabulous job of representing
Atwater Village needs. I have looked over the plans and want to join FAV in urging the speedy
improvements for the bridge/viaduct.
Edward Casson
3301 Garden Ave.
90039
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 258

Subject:
131105 1256
From: Mark Mallare [mailto:nachimark@outlook.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 11:33 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion highway--Complete & Great Streets for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mark Mallare
3248 Cattaraugus Ave
LA, CA 90034
-----
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Subject:
131105 1427
From: David Thorne [mailto:david.thrn@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 1:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe viaduct for all

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit. It would be
a disservice to the communities on both sides of the bridge, and a rejection of idea of LA as a
forward-thinking city, if the Caltrans/BOE plan is implemented in its present form.
Sincerely,
David Thorne
david.thrn@gmail.com<mailto:david.thrn@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:
131106 0856
From: Karen Knapp [mailto:karen@atwatervillage.org]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 3:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; +councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; +tom.labonge@lacity.org;
+mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
+wenn.chyn@lacity.org;
+marie.rumsey@lacity.org;
+Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; +favboard@friendsofatwatervillage.org
Subject: HYPERION VIADUCT RESTORATION & RETROFIT PROJECT
I think the current plan is the most productive and practical. While I understand that bicyclists
would like their own pathway across the bridge, I believe they can share the pedestrian path very
successfully, or use the widened car lane.
I would also like to reiterate the concern of many that the speed limit stay at 35 miles an hour, and
find ways of enforcing that speed.
Karen Knapp
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council
Central Atwater Representative
-----
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Subject:
131106 0857
From: Julia Meltzer [mailto:julia@clockshop.org]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 7:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I walk and bike between Silver Lake and Atwater Village every day, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. I have a daughter who also walks with me and each
time we cross the bridge and come to the end it is perilous. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your consideration!
best,
Julia Meltzer
Julia Meltzer
Clockshop<http://www.clockshop.org>
c: 323-633-9689
o: 323-522-6014
-----
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Subject:
131106 1017
From: Adam Meltzer [mailto:meltzer17@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 9:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Opposing the Current Design of the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
Division of Environmental Planning -California Dept. of Transportation District 7
100 S. Main St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
RE: Opposing the Current Design of the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am writing as the chair of the Green Committee of the Los Feliz Neighborhood Council. I was
pleased to hear that the city is planning to retrofit the Glendale/Hyperion bridge to make it safer
from earthquake damage. We are lucky to live in a city and a country that takes pro-active
measures to avoid catastrophes due to unsafe structures.
I, as many others on the committee are cyclists and believe that our roads in Los Feliz and the
surrounding area should be safe to ride on. Our sidewalks should be wide enough for people to
walk without fear of speeding vehicles. The Glendale-Hyperion bridge is a perfect example of a
structure that fails in both regards. While we are excited at the prospects of what the bridge could
be we are disappointed with the current plans to retrofit and expand the bridge.
The proposal speaks about the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). This excerpt taken from the summary points out the importance
of planning and designing for bicycle and pedestrian use.
SAFETEA-LU addresses the many challenges facing our transportation system today - challenges
such as improving safety, reducing traffic congestion, improving efficiency in freight movement,
increasing intermodal connectivity, and protecting the environment - as well as laying the
groundwork for addressing future challenges. SAFETEA-LU promotes more efficient and effective
Federal surface transportation programs by focusing on transportation issues of national
significance, while giving State and local transportation decision makers more flexibility for
solving transportation problems in their communities.
In the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project; Initial
Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration/Environmental Assessment
and Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation prepared on August 23rd there is virtually no mention
of bike paths besides the shared pedestrian path on the red car bridge. The required widths of the
lanes, sidewalks and shoulders would easily leave room for a bike lane on either side and
sidewalks if the bridge were not built as a four-lane defacto freeway.
According to the initial study in section 1.2.2.2 in the curb-to-curb widths section they clearly state
the regulatory measurements (width) needed to build the bridge at.
Under American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) design
standards, a minimum curb-to-curb width of 56 feet is required to remove the deficiency related
to deck geometry. This includes 12-foot inner lanes, 14-foot curb lanes (12-foot travel lane and 2foot shoulder), and a 4-foot median along Hyperion Avenue.
The Northbound Glendale Boulevard Bridge and the Southbound Glendale Boulevard Bridge (both
over the Los Angeles River) have two 12-foot-wide travel lanes each, and these bridges do not
meet AASHTO standards.
The project would improve a functionally obsolete bridge that traverses a major freeway (I-5) and
the Los Angeles River, as well as seismically strengthen the viaduct complex to meet current
seismic standards.
(continued)

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 263

If you were to create a bridge with one lane of traffic going in each direction and then increasing
the shoulder to create a bike lane to 4 feet on either side you will effectively reach 56'. These are
critical measurements, which could be reconfigured to include one lane going in each direction on
the bridge and including a bike lane and sidewalk safe for all. Traffic studies as referred to in the
PROPOSAL say the road can easily accommodate, at rush hour, the amount of cars going over that
bridge with one lane going in either direction.
We have the opportunity to create a 21st century multi-modal friendly bridge. Why not create that
and address all the stated design issues on page I-5 of the initial study document?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Lower the designed speed limit to 35mph
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way finding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to be inconsistent with the 2010 bike plan and Caltrans
complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across
the 5 Freeway and the LA River. Please consider this as you move forward with this project. I
would like confirmation that you received and read this letter. Thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Adam Meltzer
Chair of the Los Feliz Neighborhood Council Green Committee
CC:
Tami Podesta, tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov<mailto:tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov>
Councilmember LaBonge, tom.labonge@lacity.org<mailto:tom.labonge@lacity.org>
Councilmember
O'Farrell,
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org<mailto:councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org>
Mayor Garcetti
Members of the Green Committee that support this letter are:
Katy Robinson (Co-Chair of the GC)
Adam Meltzer (Co-Chair of the GC)
Don Ward
Indu Subalya
Alyson Schill
Rick Ziegler
Gabriela Sosa
Duke Graham
Andy Lenigan
Jen Almiron
Bonnie Carter
Michael Samulon
-Stay strong and look forward,
Adam Meltzer,
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Los Angeles, U.S.A.
323-864-9130- cell
meltzer17@gmail.com<mailto:meltzer17@gmail.com>
Skype: meltz77
[http://artsearthpartnership.org/assets/images/aep-logo.jpg]
SITE: www.artsearthpartnership.org<http://www.artsearthpartnership.org/>
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/artsearthpartnership
Twitter: @artsearth<https://twitter.com/#!/@artsearth>
Live Sustainably!
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this message and any documents, files,
previous messages or other information attached to it, may be privileged, confidential and
protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient(s), you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to the message and deleting it from your computer.
-----
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Subject:
131107 0928
From: Paul Romero [paul_romero818@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 1:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject:
Dear Caltrans and BOE
I am writing you today about the Hyperion bridge you guys are planning to do work on in Atwater
Village. I read a artical saying you want to post a 55mph zone and I most say that is ABSOLUTLY
DANGEROUS! I went to John Marshall High School and walking on that narrow side walk with cars
flying by just inches away then having to cross the street at the bottom of the bridge, wait for it's
safe to cross. I think it's a accendent waiting to happen and I would hate to see young students
having to go thru that.
Then theirs the case of bikes going thru their. It's would be unsafe and unreasonible for cars to be
going that fast when their are bicyclist going thru their. Just think about what would happen.
Theirs a guy riding his bike, car is already at 55mph and all of a sudden he has to slow down/slam
on the breaks. The driver might hit the guy then by that time since he's going so fast he would just
go into the freeway and get away or he might stop causing the car behind him to hit him.
I just see so many bad things that could happen if you put the speed at 55mph and I hope you guys
come the sense that this idea is not the best for this street.

Sincerly,
Paul Joshua Romero
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Subject:
131107 0932
From: nancy wedeen [nanpsycle@icloud.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Bicycle roads & streets
Hello ...
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
We bike all over the LA area. We need safe streets.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
* Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
* Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
* Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
* No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
* A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Please consider carefully. Bicycle routes and/or lanes improve communities!
Sincerely,
nancy & richard
we noho wedeens
Cycle & Recycle
Mini IPad
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Subject:
131107 0933-1
From: Shannon ORourke [shannonorourke@me.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:30 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
* Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
* Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
* Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
* No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
* A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Shannon O'Rourke
2101 Hollyvista Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Subject:
131107 0933-2
From: David P. Dapper [dpdapper@me.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 10:32 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, the project should
include:

* Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
* Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
* Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
* No crash barrier and banked turns that will only encourage people to drive even faster
* A full-width crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans’ complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.

Sincerely,
David P. Dapper
1155 South Grand Avenue
#1411
Los Angeles, CA 90015
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Subject:
131107 1023
Dear Tami Podesta -Thank you very much for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Hyperion Bridge
renovation.
Today is actually my son's 9th birthday and his wish was that we walk to school. We live in
Atwater Village but he goes to school at Franklin Elementary in Los Feliz, so to walk to school is a
bit of a challenge. It's not that far -- a little more than a mile -- but to do it requires crossing what
he and his 8 year old friend refer to as the "Death Bridge."
Well, I'd like to report that we made the trip this morning -- and we survived!! It was a terrifying
experience crossing the bridge. The sidewalks are far too narrow, there is no cross walk in
Atwater that enables you to get to the sidewalk on the bridge, and the cars go by so fast that if one
person happened to be sending a text message and swerved even a few feet out of their lane we
would have all been goners. That quick and easy -- See you later!
I bring this up to say -- I know that the new bridge renovation is going to happen one way or
another. And I look forward to it because anything will be better than what is there now. But I beg
you to please consider making this a community destination -- and not just a way for cars to speed
through our neighborhood. This is a neighborhood! Many people in Atwater would love to walk to
Silver Lake/Los Feliz, and vice versa -- but they can't do so because the bridge is not engineered
with pedestrians in mind.
I have taken a long hard look at the EnrichLA/Sodder alternate bridge renovation design and what
I really love about it is that it is making the bridge a community destination. The LA River is SO
beautiful in this area, and yet there is no way to get to it safely from the bridge. No way to stop and
enjoy it from the bridge. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to transform this bridge into
something we can all really be proud of and enjoy -- not just whiz over at 40 mph. Let's please take
the time to consider all options and really do this right!!
Thank you so much for your consideration.
Greg Brouwer
3767 Edenhurst Ave.
Atwater Village, 90039
On Friday, October 25, 2013 8:51 AM, "Podesta, Tami L@DOT" <tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov> wrote:
Dear Mr. Brouwer:
The comment period for the Glendale Blvd. Hyperion Ave. Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project environmental document has been extended to November 7, 2013, so you still have time to
submit your comment.
Please see the project website for more information:
http://www.glendalehyperion.com/
Tami Podesta
Senior Environmental Planner
213-897-0309
Department of Transportation
Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street, Ste. 100
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Los Angeles, CA 90012
From: Greg Brouwer [mailto:gbrouw@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 10:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: bridge comments?
Hi Tami -- is it too late to comment on the proposed Hyperion-Glendale bridge construction?
Thanks!
====================
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Subject:

131107 1242

From: Christine Anthony [mailto:canthony2@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 10:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: gene gilbert
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion bridges project.
Ms. Podesta,
As a resident of Atwater Village, the community at north end of this span, my comment is to get on
with it. The proposal to build a bridge that will accommodate traffic at higher than posted speeds
addresses the reality of what the traffic will do. It will become necessary for our community to put
in place a lower speed limit through the business district and we should fight for that and then for
the authorities to enforce it.
That there is a dedicated pedestrian and bicycle bridge to be constructed over pylons just
downriver from the G-H span solves concerns about accommodation for those forms of traffic.
As all the add-ons to this earthquake upgrade to a dangerous structure slow the design and
implementation process, before you know it the whole thing will get knocked down in just that
earthquake.
Thank you,
Christine Anthony
4064 Perlita Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90039
ph 323 376 6463
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 272

Subject:

131107 1259

From: Meher McArthur [mailto:mehermc@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Renovation
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am a Silver Lake resident currently residing in Atwater Village while our Silver Lake home is
being repaired after a fire. In the last year, my family and I have spend a lot of time crossing the
Hyperion Bridge, and we are concerned that the proposed renovations to the Hyperion Bridge are
moving in the wrong direction, as it were, since it will make the bridge even less pedestrian- and
cyclist-friendly than it already is. (I have walked across the bridge a few times - the sidewalk is
frighteningly narrow! I also see many school kids walking across that bridge and cyclists
contending with cars speeding over a blind hill) and create a further separation of these two
neighborhoods
I would urge you to consider the alternative proposal made by Los Angeles Walks, which would
transform the bridge into a multi-modal thoroughfare, used by cars,buses, bicycles and
pedestrians alike. It will be more in keeping with the history of our neighborhoods (which used to
be multi-modal) and more in line with future developments happening in these neigborhoods,
particularly the revitalization of the LA River that could being more people across the bridge ideally pedestrians and cyclists. Los Angeles is a City that will succeed in the future by depending
less on cars - look at the success of CicLAvia!
It would truly enhance all of our neighborhoods to make this key route one that is more hospitable
and safe for all community members.
Thank you for your consideration.
Meher McArthur
Silver Lake/Atwater Village Resident
Los Feliz Ledger contributor "Keen to be Green" column
Asian Art Curator, Author and Educator
(323) 459-7791
-----
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Subject:

131107 1301-1 (See 131107 1023 in the emails database)

From: Greg Brouwer [mailto:gbrouw@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:23 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: j crovitz; Linda Moore; Michael Rogozen; Moreno, Cesar I@DOT; shay doong; Wenn Chyn;
tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
allisonferraro@losfelizledger.com
Subject: Re: bridge comments?
Dear Tami Podesta -Thank you very much for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Hyperion Bridge
renovation.
Today is actually my son's 9th birthday and his wish was that we walk to school. We live in
Atwater Village but he goes to school at Franklin Elementary in Los Feliz, so to walk to school is a
bit of a challenge. It's not that far -- a little more than a mile -- but to do it requires crossing what
he and his 8 year old friend refer to as the "Death Bridge."
Well, I'd like to report that we made the trip this morning -- and we survived!! It was a terrifying
experience crossing the bridge. The sidewalks are far too narrow, there is no cross walk in
Atwater that enables you to get to the sidewalk on the bridge, and the cars go by so fast that if one
person happened to be sending a text message and swerved even a few feet out of their lane we
would have all been goners. That quick and easy -- See you later!
I bring this up to say -- I know that the new bridge renovation is going to happen one way or
another. And I look forward to it because anything will be better than what is there now. But I beg
you to please consider making this a community destination -- and not just a way for cars to speed
through our neighborhood. This is a neighborhood! Many people in Atwater would love to walk to
Silver Lake/Los Feliz, and vice versa -- but they can't do so because the bridge is not engineered
with pedestrians in mind.
I have taken a long hard look at the EnrichLA/Sodder alternate bridge renovation design and what
I really love about it is that it is making the bridge a community destination. The LA River is SO
beautiful in this area, and yet there is no way to get to it safely from the bridge. No way to stop and
enjoy it from the bridge. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to transform this bridge into
something we can all really be proud of and enjoy -- not just whiz over at 40 mph. Let's please take
the time to consider all options and really do this right!!
Thank you so much for your consideration.
Greg Brouwer
3767 Edenhurst Ave.
Atwater Village, 90039
On Friday, October 25, 2013 8:51 AM, "Podesta, Tami L@DOT"
<tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov<mailto:tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov>> wrote:
Dear Mr. Brouwer:
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The comment period for the Glendale Blvd. Hyperion Ave. Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project environmental document has been extended to November 7, 2013, so you still have time to
submit your comment.
Please see the project website for more information:
http://www.glendalehyperion.com/
Tami Podesta
Senior Environmental Planner
213-897-0309
Department of Transportation
Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street, Ste. 100
Los Angeles, CA 90012
From: Greg Brouwer [mailto:gbrouw@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 10:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: bridge comments?
Hi Tami -- is it too late to comment on the proposed Hyperion-Glendale bridge construction?
Thanks!
-----
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Subject:

131107 1301-2

From: Sascha Rice [mailto:sascha@sascharice.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:35 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org; Joe Mellis
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I live, work, exercise, shop, and raise my children in Silverlake. I travel between Atwater and
Silverlake everyday, often many times a day.
I am writing because it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like me
and my children.
And as leaders in the community, you have an amazing opportunity to take this modest action and
make extraordinary change.
Connecting our wonderful city hubs with accessible and safe transportation-ways is a priority for
me and this will do wonders to make Los Angeles a leader in urban development.
We walk our daughter to Ivanhoe school every morning and in the afternoon and on weekends
our son and daughter ride the neighborhood on their bikes. This is the way children grow and
how they learn to navigate their city. This kind of human experience is what makes this area so
highly valued.
Atwater Village has become a beautiful vibrant destination, but I am too frightened to allow my
family to walk or ride bikes over the bridge. When a friend was killed by a bus on her bicycle, I
stopped riding in the city. I teach my children bicycle safety, but I need you to provide better
safety conditions. Like the change around the reservoir, addressing the Hyperion safety hazard
will do wonders to creating a safer community.
I can choose to drive because it is unsafe, but what about my children? How are they supposed to
get around safely? They are quite capable of walking or riding their bikes, but it is up to our city
leaders to make it safe. Making our city safe for kids (who can not drive) is your responsibility.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban
pedestrian community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
*
Beautification with plants to bring drivers into the human space
It is your responsibility to make this project consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle and pedestrian access
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across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make satisfy driver's
needs as well.
The safety of your constituents is your responsibility. Please don't characterize this as a "fridge
bicycle movement." This is about safety for all.
I understand working these considerations into action will extend the project's completion
horizon and it will be absolutely worth it.
Sincerely,
Sascha
2645 Ivanhoe Drive Los Angeles CA 90039
Sascha Rice
Director | Writer | Producer
To learn more about Sascha's EMMY NOMINATED feature go to:
www.patbrowndocumentary.com<http://www.patbrowndocumentary.com>
MyCaliforniaNow.com<http://mycalifornianow.com/>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1301-3

From: Catherine Jurca [mailto:cathjurca@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Catherine Jurca
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:07 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge project
Dear Ms. Podesta:
I am writing to object to the proposed redesign of the Hyperion Bridge. I drive across that bridge
all the time to get from Glendale Blvd. to Los Feliz, and back again, and even I think it's a terrible
idea not to include bike lanes and better pedestrian access. The project must take into account the
safety of these two groups as well and make it a resource for all users. This plan is a major step
backward in thinking about the transportation future of our city. It's a disaster that I hope your
agency will remedy.
Best wishes,
Catherine Jurca
-----
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Subject:

131107 1303-1

From: jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com [mailto:jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com] On Behalf Of
Jennie Chamberlain
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:33 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project
Hello,
I'm writing to you as a long term resident of Los Feliz and Silver Lake.
I appreciate all of the hard work that has gone into trying to improve this bridge but I have several
concerns regarding pedestrian and bike access and safety over the bridge.
Just to clear the air, I'm not sure why this is being painted in the media as a recent bike activists
issue. For as long as I can remember, over a decade, community members like myself have been
continually voicing our concerns for pedestrian and bike safety, for the desire to improve
walkability and a sense of community in Los Feliz, Silver Lake and the adjoining Atwater
neighborhoods. This desire has only grown stronger over the years. It is sad for me to hear that
some folks think that because they have been working on this project for 9 years, it is simply OK to
ignore other voices, of which there are many within the communities, who have as of yet not even
been invited to the table.
I am frankly quite discouraged by all of the rhetoric of livable streets with a lack of follow through
to make areas safe for pedestrians and cyclists.
On many occasions, starting back when my children were 4 (they are 8 now) they have asked to
walk or bike over the bridge to their favorite papusa restaurant. Without a car this trip is simply
reckless. And with children it would negligent.
To say that the bike path over the river will suffice does nothing to connect the neighborhoods.
Trust me as I say I have carried there and my bikes up and down the stairs (the location a serial
rapist chooses to use every few years or so to isolate his victims) that it is not simple or easy or
straightforward. And then you still need to cross Riverside. All this while many services are along
Glendale/Brand, not just up on Los Feliz Blvd.
There are a number of occasions when I would have to pack up my pajama clad children and load
them into the car to pick up my husband who biked back from work in Eagle Rock at the Atwater
side of the bridge simply because he felt it was too dangerous to cross. After hearing the public
testimony of many hit and run victims I am now glad he did.
I was heartened to hear that the impact study of construction on the bridge, with 2 lanes of traffic
closed, indicated that there would still easily be enough room to handle the volume of cars. So
please do not provide unnecessarily fast and more lanes than are necessary for cars. I hope DOT
will take this under careful consideration, reduce the number of car lanes and give space over to
pedestrians and bikes so that they too will have safe passage.
I challenge you to close lanes to car and actually count pedestrian and bike users who travel over
the bridge. As you see, currently they are uncountable - the bridge is simply too unsafe for most
people to even attempt, even though they would gladly walk or take their bikes across.
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I am also gravely concerned that if the bridge is designed for greater speeds rather than a drastic
reduction in speed we will continue to have pedestrian accidents. Most of the harm done by cars
speeding over the bridge (in lanes more plentiful and wider than is needed) is on the communities
flanking the bridge. These zones, which are heavily trafficked by pedestrians, and would be even
moreso if the bridge were slowed down, are under attack by cars speeding off the bridge. It makes
no sense to speed this short stretch up and have cars fly into otherwise congested areas. We have
had to many cyclist and pedestrian accidents (and deaths) in the neighborhood already.
I implore you to make the bridge and other passageways in our neighborhoods safe for
pedestrians, cyclists, children and old people, for the many who regularly use non car
transportation to work. This is not only a healthy thing to do for the community, it is a necessity.
Many Angelenos, many Silver Lake residents, many Atwater residents have only one car per family
or no car. They rely on you to make these roads safe.
As a neighborhood we have shown over and over again our commitment to walking. Ivanhoe
school regularly has 80% of its students walking, biking or scooting at least a portion of the way to
school - even without sidewalks on many of the neighborhood streets. Many more would like to
ride their bikes to King Middle School and Marshal. Please take this into consideration. Make the
neighborhood safer.
Thank You,
Jennie Chamberlain
310 770-6051
-----
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Subject:

131107 1303-2

From: Brandon Harvey [mailto:sandover@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:52 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comment on the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Hi, I'd like to make a brief comment on the project.
As someone who lives in the area (and who rides a bike to work), I strongly support making any
new infrastructure we build as friendly as possible toward cyclists and pedestrians. Curb lanes
should be broad; bike lanes should be there when they make sense; otherwise bike "sharrows"
should be painted in the lanes; sidewalks should be broad, smooth, and shaded by trees; it should
be possible to cross roads safely; and so forth. This project represents a great opportunity to
better connect two great neighborhoods. I strongly feel that we should get it right and not
continue to make the mistake of over-privileging automobile traffic.
Thank you!
Brandon Harvey
1751 Lucretia Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:

131107 1305-1

From: Daniel Chamberlain [mailto:daniel.chamberlain@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:16 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Public comment on glendale-hyperion bridge
Hello,
I'm writing to you as a long term resident of Los Feliz and Silver Lake.
I appreciate all of the hard work that has gone into trying to improve this bridge but I have several
concerns regarding pedestrian and bike access and safety over the bridge. As a regular user of the
bridge I can tell you that it is already used by cars to travel over 50 mph between Atwater and
Silver Lake. I would gladly trade a few MPH of that speed (which is already 15 MPH over the
posted speed limit, observed by nobody) for the inclusion of pedestrian walkways wide enough
for the dozens of high school kids that use it everyday and the inclusion of protected bike lanes for
cyclists moving across the city or coming up from the lovely river path. As it stands right now,
traffic comes barreling off the bridge into slow traffic in Atwater or into stand-still traffic in front
of the Silver Lake Trader Joes. This traffic needs no encouragement to go faster, and in fact the
overall safety of these neighborhoods, of pedestrians, of cyclists, of employees, and of drivers
would be best supported by taking measures to slow the traffic over the bridge.
I am also gravely concerned that if the bridge is designed for greater speeds rather than a drastic
reduction in speed we will continue to have pedestrian accidents. Most of the harm done by cars
speeding over the bridge (in lanes more plentiful and wider than is needed) is on the communities
flanking the bridge. These zones, which are heavily trafficked by pedestrians, and would be even
moreso if the bridge were slowed down, are under attack by cars speeding off the bridge. It makes
no sense to speed this short stretch up and have cars fly into otherwise congested areas. We have
had to many cyclist and pedestrian accidents (and deaths) in the neighborhood already.
As a neighborhood we have shown over and over again our commitment to walking. Ivanhoe
school regularly has 80% of its students walking, biking or scooting at least a portion of the way to
school - even without sidewalks on many of the neighborhood streets. Many more would like to
ride their bikes to King Middle School and Marshall. Please take this into consideration. Make the
neighborhood safer.
Allowing for safe, family-friendly connections between Silver Lake and Atwater will benefit both
neighborhoods, and the city as a whole. Businesses will be revitalized as the neighborhoods would
be better connected, and we would be getting closer to having a healthy, living, sustainable city.
Please alter the design to include deliberate and meaningful provisions for the many citizens who
would prefer to walk or bike over the bridge. There is more than enough space on the bridge for a
lane of cars each way, an emergency lane if needed, and safer spaces for bikes and pedestrians.
Daniel Chamberlain
-----
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Subject:

131107 1305-2

From: Michael Shifflett [mailto:doctor@thedilettantes.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Michael Shifflett
327 Welcome St
LA, 90026
-Michael Shifflett
Dilettante
c. 213.359.1591
e. doctor@thedilettantes.net<mailto:doctor@thedilettantes.net>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-1

From: Paul Berolzheimer [mailto:zerodbspl@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project Comment Card
Paul Berolzheimer
1411 Marion Drive
Glendale, CA 91205
zerodbspl@yahoo.com<mailto:zerodbspl@yahoo.com>
818-331-8514
I've been a homeowner and resident of Adams Hill of 21 years, and all that time have considered
Atwater and Silverlake to be part of my extended neighborhood. I patronize the cafes &
restaurants & grocery stores there frequently, and worked for the better part of 4 years in a
building right at the foot of the bridge, on the Atwater side. I've always thought that the Hyperion
Bridge complex has a tremendous amount of wasted potential- it's situated wonderfully for views
of the river and the city, but with it's high solid walls, high speed traffic, and narrow sidewalks, it's
impossible to enjoy those views. I believe we have an opportunity now to change the bridge from
something that's unpleasant and dangerous into something beautiful and enjoyable, a destination,
and to improve it's functionality for a borad set of users at the same time. I'd like to see wides
sidewalks on both sides, bike lanes, park benches, and a single lane for car traffic each direction. I
also think a crosswalk in the middle of the bridge would be helpful- it would allow pedestrians
and sightseers to enjoy views up and down the river, and would have a traffic calming effect as
well. It currently takes only 30-40 seconds to cross the bridge at the current posted speed limit;
no one will lose any significant time if we slow traffic on the bridge for a few hundred feet. We're
only talking about a few seconds of driver's time, in exchange for a huge improvement in the
quality of life in this area.
-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-2

From: Jeannie Olander [mailto:jeannieolander@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:56 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; marie.rumsey@lacity.org; Mitch.Ofarrell@lacity.org;
christine.peters@lacity.org; eric.garcetti@lacity.org; john.brady@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Tami Podesta & Hyperion Bridge Team,
I am concerned that the Hyperion Bridge design has not incorporated the critical need for bike
lanes on the bridge or a safe pedestrian crossing at the junction of Hyperion Avenue and Glendale
Blvd. Many constituents in the adjacent neighborhoods rely solely on walking and biking as part
of their primary, daily commute. If the Hyperion Bridge is designed to solely move cars quickly
with no thought to the risk to pedestrians and bicyclists, then there will be tragic accidents.
Some folks choose to bike and walk, but others do not have a choice. Please understand how this
bridge will affect the daily lives of those people living and working in these neighborhoods. Please
put yourselves in their shoes. We need to design infrastructure that considers the vast percentage
of our population that don't have cars to drive.
Thank you for your time and attention to this urgent matter.
Jeannie Olander
323.620.1487
-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-3 (Referenced as 131106 1545-2 in the Letter
Comments Database)
Attachments: Hyperion Bridge Letter.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: Roadblock [mailto:roadblock@midnightridazz.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Josh Chatten-Brown
Subject: Hyperion Public Comment

Dear Tami
I am a member of the groups Vision Hyperion, Midnight Ridazz and Angelenos for a Great
Hyperion Bridge as well as several other emerging citizen action groups.
I would like to submit my concerns regarding the proposal for the Hyperion Glendale Bridge
Complex.
I appreciate the thought of a citizen advisory board, however ground zero for that board must
include BOTH sidewalks AND bike lanes the length of the bridge in order to mitigate my concerns.
The current proposed plan creates a danger by removing the sidewalk on the south side as well as
the banked roads and engineered speed designed for high speed.
Removing the sidewalk would create a hazard for me as a cyclist since many people will likely use
the shoulder or bike lane if not provided an ADA compliant space and in particular this danger will
be present at night.
Many people use bike lanes as their side walk for running and walking and this would create a
danger.
The presence of crash barricades would create an emergency vehicle hazard in the event of a
major collision.
The IAES document itself afirms that a road diet is feasible for the bridge with no additional
impact on peak hour traffic. Page 103
attached are diagrams regarding my concerns including a diagram that would mitigate my
concerns.
removing the sidewalk is a NON negotiable.
thanks
-don ward
stake holder.
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-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-4

From: Jeannie Olander [mailto:jeannieolander@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:56 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; marie.rumsey@lacity.org; Mitch.Ofarrell@lacity.org;
christine.peters@lacity.org; eric.garcetti@lacity.org; john.brady@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Tami Podesta & Hyperion Bridge Team,
I am concerned that the Hyperion Bridge design has not incorporated the critical need for bike
lanes on the bridge or a safe pedestrian crossing at the junction of Hyperion Avenue and Glendale
Blvd. Many constituents in the adjacent neighborhoods rely solely on walking and biking as part
of their primary, daily commute. If the Hyperion Bridge is designed to solely move cars quickly
with no thought to the risk to pedestrians and bicyclists, then there will be tragic accidents.
Some folks choose to bike and walk, but others do not have a choice. Please understand how this
bridge will affect the daily lives of those people living and working in these neighborhoods. Please
put yourselves in their shoes. We need to design infrastructure that considers the vast percentage
of our population that don't have cars to drive.
Thank you for your time and attention to this urgent matter.
Jeannie Olander
323.620.1487
-----
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Subject:

131107 1307-1 (Referenced as 130930 0829-1 in the Letter
Comments Database)
Attachments: hyperion bridge letter 2.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: james bledsoe [mailto:jamesbleds0e@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Public comment concerning Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement Project.
to: Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Good morning, please absorb and incorporate the following in all future public projects.
The Hyperion Bridge Project needs to be redesigned. The Redesign of all future public works
projects need to embrace a new and progressive set of criteria. First: Water must be treated as a
resource to be slowed and kept on site, instead of moving into the ocean as fast as possible. Two:
Paved road ways must be designed to embrace as many different uses as possible. The term
complete streets in all of its many aspects must become an excepted term of art.
In keeping with the above two part design colloquium the Hyperion design project needs an
extensive and complete reassessment. Beginning at Rowena heading northerly on Hyperion Ave.,
transform the 60 feet currently of utilized as four lanes of automotive, light trucks, and buses into
one lane north and down hill with two lanes south and up hill. This will accommodate; three 11
foot lanes for automobiles, two 6 foot bicycle lanes, two 3 foot separations to be placed between
the cars and bicycle /pedestrian space and two 4 foot pedestrian sidewalks. These new pedestrian
and bicycle accommodations will require shade trees, permeable pavement, water catchments and
road separation from the fast automotive traffic. The water catchments are to be designed to
absorb all rain, at rates; of up to 4 inches in one week, 12 inches in one month or a potential 50
inches in one year. The absorption area will be the entire 100 feet of city right of way and any
other current feed areas that can not be adsorbed and kept in the grounds where those rains fall.
The entire length of Hyperion from Rowena to Glendale Blvd and all other roads connected with
this project must be constructed to accommodate cars, bicycles and pedestrians, water and
plantings must also be considered from the above standard. Any existing regulation
countermanding these design criteria will need to be reviewed for life safety concerns. City
municipal code and zoning requirements can be granted variances and modifications as necessary.
There are already several state water conservation requirements that require similar
conservation strategies on private property. We are asking to apply those standards to this and all
future public works projects. AB 1358 is germane here. As are several other recently enacted
legislative directives. Please come to understand that the base line design criteria needs to be, how
will our grate grand children's grate grand children be affected by our actions today?
thank you
good diggin'
jim
-----
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Subject:
131107 1307-2
Attachments: signature.asc; _Certification_.txt
From: Robert "Fixer" Smith [mailto:fixer@livenation.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:51 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comments on Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
I am an Atwater Village resident and former Atwater Village Neighborhood Council member and
co-chair. I wanted to take this opportunity to weigh in on the 2005 plans for this bridge project
and the possibilities of a newly revised plan.
The character and make-up of this neighborhood has changed dramatically since 2005, as has the
City and it's Plans and Ordinances. It would be ludicrous to take a plan that is so old and outdated
and try to make such a major, lasting change to the neighborhood. It would not take much time or
effort to consider the changes being proposed to keep this project in alignment with the overall
transportation goals of the City while also IMPROVING the bridge and surrounding area for people
using all forms of transportation.
The trends seem to be a movement towards less single person automobile transportation, not
more. We need our core infrastructure to reflect that trend.
Thanks for your consideration.
-Robert Smith | Post Production Manager
(:: +1.323.207.6484 | +1.323.769.4789 fax | x44993 internal LN
8:: fixer@livenation.com | AIM: bigdaddyfix
*:: 7060 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd Floor, | Hollywood, CA, | 90028
::: http://www.livenation.com <http://www.livenation.com/>

-----
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Subject:

131107 1310 (Referenced as 131004 1421-1 in the E-mail Database)

From: Ezra Horne [mailto:ezrahorne@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:51 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; Tom LaBonge; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ezra Horne
3944 1/2 Marathon St
Los Angeles, CA 90029
-----
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Subject:

131107 1326

From: Fabienne Bouville [mailto:fbouvil@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:39 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion bridge
Hello,
As a resident of atwater village, i would like to express my support to integrate a bike path and
pedestrian access to the hyperion bridge project. I feel it is also important to preserve its historic
and original design for the sake of our neighborhood's identity.
Thank you very much,
Fabienne Bouville
3837 Brunswick ave
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:

131107 1327

From: Mitch Suskin [mailto:msuskin@kamosuskin.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 7:05 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway! Build a SAFE Viaduct for ALL
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcelli:
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is critical that
Hyperion Ave be made safe for pedestrians and bicyclists. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through our urban community. Project must include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide space for cyclists and pedestrians
A complete crosswalk on Atwater end of viaduct to let people access sidewalk from both sides of
Glendale Blvd. and give cyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There's NO reason this project cannot be consistent with bike plan and Caltrans streets policy.
The viaduct si currently dangerous and the greatest barrier to safe access across the I-5 Freeway
and the Los Angeles Rier. This project must change that and make all travelers safer.
Thanks very much,
Mitch Suskin
4380 Lemp Ave
Los Angeles, CA
-----
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Subject:

131107 1403

From: Ryan Snyder [mailto:ryan@rsa.cc]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 8:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Hello Tami
I just wanted to state my desire to see a design of the Hyperion bridge that is much more
pedestrian and bicycle-friendly. In this era of global warming it makes little sense to spend public
money to simply move cars faster.\
Thanks!
Ryan Snyder
Ryan Snyder Associates
10501 Wilshire Boulevard, #1910
Los Angeles, California USA 90024
Tel: 310-475-3895
-----
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Subject:

131107 1418

From: Doris Del Castillo [mailto:dorisdelc@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 1:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Renovation
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am the mother of 3 children ages 8, 6, and 3 and our family has lived in Silver lake for 4 years
now.
We live on Panorama Terrace and often walk, as a family, to Trader Joe's, Pinkberry, and local
restaurants. We would love to walk across the Hyperion Bridge into Atwater Village as a family as
well but it is not safe. A few times i have done that walk by myself and always get nervous at the
end when i have to dash across 2 lanes of traffic, i could not imagine shepherding 3 little people
across (and then have to do it again on the return!)
I urge you, in renovating the bridge, to proceed with the option that best supports pedestrians in
the neighborhood. If more people were encouraged to explore our neighborhood and Atwater
Village on foot both local businesses and our sense of community would benefit.
Sincerely,
Doris Del Castillo
Los Angeles, 90039
323-663-0853
-----
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Subject:

131107 1421 (Referenced as 131107 1303-1 in the E-mail Database)

From: jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com [mailto:jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com] On Behalf Of
Jennie Chamberlain
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 2:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Re: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project
One more thing.....
At the Public Hearing for the Hyperion Glendale bridge, many people used these words to
characterize the bridge and their experience using it TOO FAST
TOO DANGEROUS
TOO LOUD
TAKING YOUR LIFE IN YOUR HANDS
RECKLESS DRIVING
A DEATH BRIDGE
HEAD-ON COLLISIONS
SPEEDING OFF THE BRIDGE INTO CONGESTED NEIGHBORHOODS
DANGEROUS FOR CARS, BIKES AND PEDESTRIANS
NOT SAFE
No one talked about the need to speed up their commute. No one talked about the need to
preserve car lanes. This is in stark contrast to discussions about other roads such as Rowena,
which has successfully undergone a "road diet."
Please listen to the people. Please make this bridge safe for all forms of transportation. Stop
creating a bridge that is faster than is needed and faster than is safe. The community is relying on
your leadership.
Thank You,
Jennie Chamberlain
On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 11:32 AM, Jennie Chamberlain
<jennie.chamberlain@post.harvard.edu<mailto:jennie.chamberlain@post.harvard.edu>> wrote:
Hello,
I'm writing to you as a long term resident of Los Feliz and Silver Lake.
I appreciate all of the hard work that has gone into trying to improve this bridge but I have several
concerns regarding pedestrian and bike access and safety over the bridge.
Just to clear the air, I'm not sure why this is being painted in the media as a recent bike activists
issue. For as long as I can remember, over a decade, community members like myself have been
continually voicing our concerns for pedestrian and bike safety, for the desire to improve
walkability and a sense of community in Los Feliz, Silver Lake and the adjoining Atwater
neighborhoods. This desire has only grown stronger over the years. It is sad for me to hear that
some folks think that because they have been working on this project for 9 years, it is simply OK to
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ignore other voices, of which there are many within the communities, who have as of yet not even
been invited to the table.
I am frankly quite discouraged by all of the rhetoric of livable streets with a lack of follow through
to make areas safe for pedestrians and cyclists.
On many occasions, starting back when my children were 4 (they are 8 now) they have asked to
walk or bike over the bridge to their favorite papusa restaurant. Without a car this trip is simply
reckless. And with children it would negligent.
To say that the bike path over the river will suffice does nothing to connect the neighborhoods.
Trust me as I say I have carried there and my bikes up and down the stairs (the location a serial
rapist chooses to use every few years or so to isolate his victims) that it is not simple or easy or
straightforward. And then you still need to cross Riverside. All this while many services are along
Glendale/Brand, not just up on Los Feliz Blvd.
There are a number of occasions when I would have to pack up my pajama clad children and load
them into the car to pick up my husband who biked back from work in Eagle Rock at the Atwater
side of the bridge simply because he felt it was too dangerous to cross. After hearing the public
testimony of many hit and run victims I am now glad he did.
I was heartened to hear that the impact study of construction on the bridge, with 2 lanes of traffic
closed, indicated that there would still easily be enough room to handle the volume of cars. So
please do not provide unnecessarily fast and more lanes than are necessary for cars. I hope DOT
will take this under careful consideration, reduce the number of car lanes and give space over to
pedestrians and bikes so that they too will have safe passage.
I challenge you to close lanes to car and actually count pedestrian and bike users who travel over
the bridge. As you see, currently they are uncountable - the bridge is simply too unsafe for most
people to even attempt, even though they would gladly walk or take their bikes across.
I am also gravely concerned that if the bridge is designed for greater speeds rather than a drastic
reduction in speed we will continue to have pedestrian accidents. Most of the harm done by cars
speeding over the bridge (in lanes more plentiful and wider than is needed) is on the communities
flanking the bridge. These zones, which are heavily trafficked by pedestrians, and would be even
moreso if the bridge were slowed down, are under attack by cars speeding off the bridge. It makes
no sense to speed this short stretch up and have cars fly into otherwise congested areas. We have
had to many cyclist and pedestrian accidents (and deaths) in the neighborhood already.
I implore you to make the bridge and other passageways in our neighborhoods safe for
pedestrians, cyclists, children and old people, for the many who regularly use non car
transportation to work. This is not only a healthy thing to do for the community, it is a necessity.
Many Angelenos, many Silver Lake residents, many Atwater residents have only one car per family
or no car. They rely on you to make these roads safe.
As a neighborhood we have shown over and over again our commitment to walking. Ivanhoe
school regularly has 80% of its students walking, biking or scooting at least a portion of the way to
school - even without sidewalks on many of the neighborhood streets. Many more would like to
ride their bikes to King Middle School and Marshal. Please take this into consideration. Make the
neighborhood safer.
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Thank You,
Jennie Chamberlain
310 770-6051<tel:310%20770-6051>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1550

From: Diane Edwardson [mailto:diane.edwardson@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:17 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; councilmember.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
I do not think you need to cater to the bike riders on the Glendale Hyperion Bridge project.
Frankly I'm sick & tired of losing motorized traffic lanes of to bikes. In this case, there are a
number of alternative bridges being constructed to cross the river - including one on the old
bridge footings adjacent to the Hyperion Bridge. This is a major commuter corridor.
It's safer for everyone involved to just get the bikes onto an alternative route. As it is the bike
riders .
A great deal of attention was paid to preserving & restoring the historic character of the bridge
complex. Don't screw it up.
-Diane Edwardson
2642 Corralitas Dirve
Los Angeles CA 90039
(323) 666-1392
diane.edwardson@gmail.com<mailto:diane.edwardson@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1553-1

From: Craig Collins [mailto:craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:24 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Eric Bruins
Subject: Please file this as a comment to the Hyperion Bridge Retrofit documents
The following is a comment on the proposed Hyperion/Glendale Bridge Seismic Retrofit Project.
Please submit this with project documents:
This project contains many essential and highly desirable features, including historic restoration
of bridge elements, some needed bicycle and pedestrian improvements, and realignment of
critically deficient traffic patterns. It is always refreshing to see comprehensive solutions to
complex transportation retrofit projects.
However, key flaws in the design are glaringly lacking in basic connectivity. After all, a bridge is
the most important structure to provide connections, so its inadequacy threatens the entire
project to fail its most important function.
The project fails to contemplate the village nexus of Silver Lake and of Atwater, which are rapidly
becoming more pedestrian and bicycle oriented communities. Directing high-speed traffic into
these already congested zones is unneeded and creates greater safety conflict between different
travel modes.
It is also important to understand that recent changes in California statutes on LOS (Level of
Service) standards allow flexibility to meet modern multi-modal transportation goals. Thus,
although the prioritization of rapid auto travel might have been relevant when this project began
ten years ago, they are no longer necessary or sufficient for modern planning goals. Moreover,
inappropriate prioritizing of automotive travel at the expense of basic connectivity and access for
bicycle and pedestrian use exposes the project to potential legal action under CEQA and long-term
liability for basic safety inadequacy.
Here are primary issues that need to be addressed, and important opportunities to explore fully:
1). Engineering of the Hyperion bridge with banked turns, wider traffic lanes, concrete divider,
and 55 mph speed standard is inappropriate and a poor use of funds. Costs of this unneeded
enhancement should be redirected to improving other important elements.
Key failure is lack of the most basic bicycle access, at both the west and east end of the bridge
complex. Although bicycle access to the LA River path is improved, the critical need is for safe
bicycle access between the communities of Atwater and Silver Lake. There is simply no safe way
for bicyclists to continue in the direction of travel. Not only is there no adequate lane on the
bridge, bicycle travelers at each end are dumped into high speed automotive traffic.
This places the project in non-compliance with the Bicycle Plan. Alternative proposals have
already surfaced with a more comprehensive approach. These include new bicycle ramps, wider
bike lanes and sidewalks, and narrower or fewer traffic lanes to support safe bicycle and
pedestrian travel.
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2.) The eastern Hyperion/Glendale merge is challenging for bicycle and pedestrian access and
safety. However, it can be solved with a forward-looking view towards maximizing the village
appeal of both Atwater and Silver Lake neighborhoods. Reengineering this critical issue is
necessary.
3.) The project fails to asses the congestion of traffic from north/east bound Hyperion and
Glendale to the I-5 North ramp. This causes significant congestion at the Valleybrink intersection
and requires all freeway-bound traffic to U-turn.
Earlier plans for the project included creation of a left turn from Glendale Blvd. North to the I-5
North ramp. This involved repurposing the unneeded Glendale Southbound U-turn under the
Hyperion bridge, into a signalized approach for Glendale Northbound traffic to conveniently
access the I-5 North ramp. This element eliminates the need for Glendale traffic to use the
congested U-turn at Valleybrink to access the I-5 North ramp, thus substantially reducing traffic
that must make the Valleybrink U-turn.
4.) An unmet opportunity is to create a pedestrian plaza adjacent to the Pedestrian/Bike Bridge
over the Los Angeles River on the Red Car Pilings, using the existing floodwater channeling
abutments. This can be accomplished with open-air steel grating as used on many bridges, to
maintain daylight on the river, and can be raised above the height of the abutments as needed for
flood control.
We have seen no plans for the new bridge. It is essential that it be in character with the adjacent
Hyperion/Glendale structure, and with adequate width for both pedestrian and bicycle use.
There is still opportunity for this project to achieve its potential, and to avoid unneeded legal delay
that can only increase costs. Sensible fine-tuning of the engineering can result in a bridge project
the entire city can be proud of and that will well serve the next century's needs.
Thank you,
Craig Collins
NB: this is provided as a personal comment and is not the official position of Silver Lake
Reservoirs Conservancy.
Craig Collins
President
craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org<mailto:craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org>
www.SilverLakeReservoirs.org<http://www.SilverLakeReservoirs.org>
Silver Lake Reservoirs Conservancy
P.O. Box 39735, Los Angeles CA 90039
-----
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Subject:

131107 1553-2

From: Maeve McQuillan [mailto:maeveq@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am a Silverlake resident with two small kids. I urge you to consider the alternative proposal
suggested by LA walks for the Hyperion Bridge renovation. Their proposal would allow the
bridge to be used for mutli- modal purposes. It would be advantageous to communities on both
sides of the bridge, which currently are only safely accessible via car. I have crossed that bridge on
foot and it is awful. Right now LA is at a turning point, more and more people are moving away
from the car as the sole means of transportation, and it would be amazing if the Hyperion Bridge
could play a part in this exciting change. We need to be forward thinking and continue the spirit of
revitalization that is being exemplified in the LA River clean up and transformation.
Sincerely,
Maeve McQuillan
-----
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Subject:

131107 1553-3

From: Jennifer Lao [mailto:jennifer.lao.2@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Design - Cars vs. Community
Hi Tami,
I believe the City's design for the Hyperion Bridge is not conducive to building a community. It
includes little traffic calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential
Silver Lake and Atwater. Please consider lowering the allowed or designed speed and removing
the crash barriers.
The bridge is dangerous for pedestrians and it does not promote the City's goal to encourage
alternative transportation. Please include safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists. The
community doesn't want more accidents, injuries, or lives lost.
Thanks for your time,
Jennifer
Los Feliz Resident
Green Space Los Feliz Organizer
-----
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Subject:

131107 1554

From: Roadblock [mailto:roadblock@midnightridazz.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Josh Chatten-Brown
Subject: Hyperion Public Comment

Dear Tami
I am a member of the groups Vision Hyperion, Midnight Ridazz and Angelenos for a Great
Hyperion Bridge as well as several other emerging citizen action groups.
I would like to submit my concerns regarding the proposal for the Hyperion Glendale Bridge
Complex regarding the CRASH BARRICADES and access to emergency vehicles:
Imagine a scenario like this... with 55MPH speeds the level of crashes will be more severe..... What
if it's big enough to clog the lanes? what if a panicked 911 caller cant get their bearings and gives
the wrong coordinates? EMS vehicles would need to reroute quite a distance to correct since the
freeway crash barricades will prevent them from simply crossing over to the opposite direction of
travel.
please see attached image for a visualization.
-----
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Subject:

131107 1555 (Referenced as 131107 1555 as Letter Comments
Database)
Attachments: updated to podesta.pdf; Glendale-Hyperion102913.pdf; Hyperion Sections and
pictures of boardwalk print.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: Tomasogrady@enrichla.org [mailto:tomasogrady@enrichla.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Moreno, Cesar I@DOT; 'Wenn Chyn'; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; allisonferraro@losfelizledger.com
Subject: RE: the bridge proposal

November 7, 2013
Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Dept of Transportation District 7
100 S Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Ave Bridges Improvement Project

Dear Ms. Podesta:
I want to begin by saying that the town hall meeting on October 28th for the Hyperion bridge
redesign was civil, engaging, well organized, and a remarkable show of a new civic engagement in
this city. Thank you. As a result of your hard work to give everyone a seat at the table, we see that
you have received a number of very well thought out designs. We ask you and the city family look
at all of these designs and consider the best ideas from each. They all have excellent methods of
improving this design. As a public service we have created our own proposal.
We believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic
calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and
Atwater. We ask that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that
you include generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.
We believe that given the renaissance of the LA River and given that the city leadership is asking
the federal government to help finance an improved river, this bridge design should encourage
lingering at the crossing and certainly should allow easy and safe travel by foot and bike.
Our proposal attached shows bike and pedestrian lanes. Our proposal additionally shows an
expanded boardwalk park built on the old piers to actually make the bridge a destination as
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opposed to just a crossing. This would be an expansion of your very smart proposal to install a
non-car bridge on the old red car piers.
Finally given that your proposal states that the bridge can easily handle rush hour with one lane
each way versus two and given that you will be eliminating all 5-North Silver Lake bound traffic
(the cars will no longer have to u-turn and ride over the bridge), there seems to be a good
argument to go further than our proposal and reduce this to a one car-lane bridge each way
thereby giving plenty of room for very comfortable bike and pedestrian lanes.
Very sincerely,

Tomas O’Grady
Executive Director
www.enrichla.org <http://www.enrichla.org/>
323 387 3866
newwebheaderelongatedcr <http://enrichla.org/blog/>
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 306

Subject:

131107 1612

From: emiliana dore [mailto:emdore@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: BETTER HYPERION BRIDGE DESIGN
Dear Ms. Podesta;
I have been a resident of Atwater Village for the past 15 years. I am writing to urge you to please
consider a more bike and pedestrian-friendly bridge design for the Hyperion Bridge. The city has
done so much in recent years to enhance and improve the LA River. Additionally, our Atwater
community has grown significantly over the past ten years. There are so many wonderful, inviting
restaurants and shops along Glendale Boulevard. We have truly become a village.
The updates to the Hyperion Bridge present a great opportunity to make our city even more
inviting. Please consider an alternative proposal that embraces all that Los Angeles can be.
Thank you for your time,
Emiliana Dore
-----
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Subject:

131107 1613

From: Will Wright [mailto:will@aialosangeles.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Marie (E-mail); christine.peters@lacity.org; Eric Garcetti; john.brady@lacity.org
Subject: Comments on Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project

Ms. Podesta:

Please make Hyperion safer for people. Please emphasize it's placemaking opportunity by
configuring the street to best serve people, rather can automobile traffic only.

I am concerned that the proposed design for the Hyperion Ave viaduct will not be safe and inviting
for pedestrians and cyclists.

We suggest improvements to the design to create a bridge that is safe for all users. Los Angeles
Walks is a pedestrian advocacy organization dedicated to promoting walking and pedestrian
infrastructure in Los Angeles, educating Angelenos and local policymakers concerning the rights
and needs of pedestrians of all abilities, and fostering the development of safe and vibrant
environments for all pedestrians. We view the viaduct as an important link between two walkable
Los Angeles communities – Los Feliz/Silver Lake and Atwater where linkages are very limited due
to the Los Angeles River and Interstate 5.

It is therefore extremely problematic that the proposed project is designed to freeway standards
at 55 miles per hour, with a crash barrier and wide vehicle lanes that tend to encourage fast
driving. These design standards are not appropriate in urban settings and would disadvantage
pedestrians and cyclists and be a safety hazard for all users. Fortunately, modifications to the
distribution and width of facilities on the right of way can significantly improve the viaduct as a
complete street and provide a vital community connection.

very truly yours,

Will Wright, Hon. AIA|LA
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Director, Government and Public Affairs
AIA Los Angeles
3780 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 800
Los Angeles, CA 90010
213.639.0764 office
310.309.9580 mobile
213.639.0767 fax
will
@aialosangeles.org <mailto:will@aialosangeles.org>
www.aialosangeles.org <http://www.aialosangeles.org/>

Subscribe to the AIA|LA Newsletter <http://tinyurl.com/dxpcwbu>
-----
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Subject:

131108 0846

From: Kryste Kurlander [mailto:k2@ktb.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:24 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION BRIDGE
We believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic
calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and Atwater
Village. We ask that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that
you include generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists. Thank you for your
consideration.
Kryste
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-1 (Referenced as 131106 1545-1 in Letter Comments
Database)

From: Karin Flores [mailto:kflores@folar.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: info@la-bike.org; leweye@gmail.com
Subject: COMMENT: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
November 7, 2013

Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement

Dear Ms. Podesta,

Friends of the Los Angeles River, a non-profit organization, has advocated on behalf of the river
since 1986, and here we offer our comments for the above project.

We have learned that Councilmember O'Farrell would like to create an advisory board for the
design of the bridge, and Friends of the Los Angeles River would like to be invited to participate on
this this board.

We notice that you do not reference under "related projects" the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
document, "Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study". If Alternative
16 or 20 is chosen, this will reconfigure the west bank of the river north of the bridge, which could
potentially impact your detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park.

FoLAR would like to see pedestrian continuity created on the east bank of the river under the
bridge complex. We have been told verbally that it is feasible to cut a horizontal walkway into the
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trapezoidal bank, but that funds are not available for this element in the current project budget.
We hope to achieve this pedestrian connection in the future.

The community has expressed in both recent meetings the desire to make this bridge a river
destination, with much more room for bicyclists and pedestrians, and more safety protection
through separation of these pathways from car lanes. The idea of creating lookout stopping places
has also been suggested, and it seems very appropriate, considering the current wildlife and the
large-scale plans for increased river habitat quality.

Lastly, the current dimensions for the pedestrian facility on the Red Car piers should be widened,
so that bicyclists and pedestrians can each have a lane, preventing clashes between the users. An
engineer at the community meeting explained that the piers provide enough room to expand this
pathway, although it would be a challenge to the project budget. If it cannot be expanded in this
phase, perhaps it can be designed to allow for a future expansion.

Sincerely,

Lewis MacAdams
Co-Founder and President
Friends of the Los Angeles River
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 250
Los Angeles, CA 90065
Tel: (323) 223-0585
www.folar.org<http://www.folar.org/>
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-2

From: Kathryn Savage [mailto:kmsavage@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:50 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Keep Sidewalks on Both Sides of Hyperion Bridge
When I walk across Hyperion Bridge to visit friends in Silver Lake, I do not feel that the City of L.A.
cares about my safety.
I do not feel safe walking on the north side stairways. They lead to homeless encampments and
the stairways are dark and secluded. Even in a group, my friends and I don't feel safe taking the
north side stairways.
To walk across the bridge on the south side, we have to brave a dangerously narrow sidewalk. I
choose to walk on the south side because I see it as the lesser of two evils, so to speak. But we need
to have sidewalks on both sides of the bridge.
Hyperion currently moves cars at the expense of safe access for pedestrians, making it an
undesirable place for those in our community who would make it safer. That is why there is no
safe way to walk across Hyperion Bridge, especially to walk across it alone at night.
It is imperative that there be a sidewalk on both the north and south sides. Do not remove the
south side sidewalk. Taking away the current south side sidewalk does not make walking across
the bridge safer. In order to make walking across the bridge safer, we need wide sidewalks on
both sides.
I would also like to voice a concern that many in the community have expressed about emergency
vehicles not being able to get through to a car collision if cars are backed up and there is a median
crash barrier.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Savage
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-3

From: Robert Del Campo [mailto:delcampos@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:56 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: RE HYPERION BRIDGE
I've lived in Silverlake for more than 40 years, and would it be wonderful, to walk or bike over the
Hyperion bridge to Atwater village SAFELY! I attempted a walk two weeks ago over this lovely
bridge to the post office in Atwater and managed to arrive, but it was difficult and dangerous.
There are portions a pedestrian must walk on sidewalk that is only 18" wide, next to speeding
traffic. Riding a bicycle would be phenomenal! PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE make the bridge safe for
pedestrians, bicyclists, and automobiles, so we may COEXIST with Love, slower speeds, and
Happiness!
Thank you, Robert del Campo..213-880-2612
Sent from my iPhone
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-4 (Referenced as 131017 1134-2 in the E-mail
Database)

From: Kimberly Greenhut [mailto:kimproduces@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Design
Please consider an Hyperion Bridge design that gives cyclists and pedestrians safe and direct
passage (without stairs) over the freeway. It would be great if it also included access to the LA
River.
This is an opportunity to improve quality of life in Silver Lake and Atwater. Let's build the city we
want to live in. One with infrastructure that supports healthy choices for individuals and the
environment and that encourages people to come out and be a part of their community.
Thanks you for you consideration.
Sincerely,
Kimberly Greenhut
-_____________________________
Kimberly Greenhut
kimproduces@gmail.com<mailto:kimproduces@gmail.com>
415-260-6879
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-5

From: Nina Grossman Warner [mailto:ninagrossman@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta:
We believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic
calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and
Atwater. We ask that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that
you include generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.
Thank you
Nina Warner
Atwater Resident
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-1

From: Ross Tierney [mailto:rftierney@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ross Tierney
4525 Franklin Ave, LA CA 90027
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-2

From: Kay Camphuis [mailto:kaycamphuis@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 6:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Design
Dear Ms. Podesta,
Please please help those of us who like to walk to nearby businesses for our needs. We live in
Silverlake/Los Feliz and often walk to Atwater Village across the Hyperion Bridge. It is now noisy,
and dangerous. We think consideration for pedestrians and bicyclists in the new design will
encourage less traffic, less pollution, and more exercise for the many Angelenos who are trying to
make our beautiful city more walkable. By the way, I am 66 and my husband is 70. One of the
reasons we live in a walkable neighborhood is that soon enough we may not be driving at all. This
is about making LA a livable city for all ages. There is so much beauty here, let's grab the brass
ring and make it even more special.
Kay Camphuis
3776 Tracy St
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-3 (Referenced as 131017 1134-2 in Letter Comments
Database)

From: Karin Flores [mailto:kflores@folar.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: info@la-bike.org; leweye@gmail.com
Subject: COMMENT: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
November 7, 2013
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012
RE: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Dear Ms. Podesta,
Friends of the Los Angeles River, a non-profit organization, has advocated on behalf of the river
since 1986, and here we offer our comments for the above project.
We have learned that Councilmember O'Farrell would like to create an advisory board for the
design of the bridge, and Friends of the Los Angeles River would like to be invited to participate on
this this board.
We notice that you do not reference under "related projects" the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
document, "Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study". If Alternative
16 or 20 is chosen, this will reconfigure the west bank of the river north of the bridge, which could
potentially impact your detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park.
FoLAR would like to see pedestrian continuity created on the east bank of the river under the
bridge complex. We have been told verbally that it is feasible to cut a horizontal walkway into the
trapezoidal bank, but that funds are not available for this element in the current project budget.
We hope to achieve this pedestrian connection in the future.
The community has expressed in both recent meetings the desire to make this bridge a river
destination, with much more room for bicyclists and pedestrians, and more safety protection
through separation of these pathways from car lanes. The idea of creating lookout stopping places
has also been suggested, and it seems very appropriate, considering the current wildlife and the
large-scale plans for increased river habitat quality.
Lastly, the current dimensions for the pedestrian facility on the Red Car piers should be widened,
so that bicyclists and pedestrians can each have a lane, preventing clashes between the users. An
engineer at the community meeting explained that the piers provide enough room to expand this
pathway, although it would be a challenge to the project budget. If it cannot be expanded in this
phase, perhaps it can be designed to allow for a future expansion.
Sincerely,
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Lewis MacAdams
Co-Founder and President
Friends of the Los Angeles River
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 250
Los Angeles, CA 90065
Tel: (323) 223-0585
www.folar.org<http://www.folar.org/>
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-4

From: D Thom Bissett [mailto:dthomb@mac.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 6:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: From a Silver Lake Resident: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti
As along time Silver Lake Resident and avid cyclist, just the idea that there are plans to make the
Hyperion Viaduct even more Bike and Human unfriendly amazes me in the worst of ways.
Currently there are no safe routes for anyone cycling to get to my neighborhood or even Los Feliz
from the LA Bike Bike Path or any other Bike Friendly streets in Glendale or beyond. Fletcher
Avenue, Glendale Blvd and Los Feliz are extremely unsafe options for cyclists. And with the
horrendous street conditions and endless DWP construction, why would you contemplate making
the streets even more unsafe?
I need to use the Hyperion Viaduct several time a week to get to Atwater Village, and even if I
didn't cycle, I don't feel safe in a car with the speeds the other drivers barrel down into Atwater
Village.
Thank you and now to the "Form Letter" sent to me about this matter:
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
D Thom Bissett
3220 Drury Lane
Los Angeles, CA 90039
PS! Pave our streets up to non-3rd World standards!
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-5

From: Jonathan Berman [mailto:jb@carpestella.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:23 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: bridge
I bike and or walk over the bridge.
I avoid using cars and often commute to work.
Please make the bridge priority cyclists and walkers,
let the polluting cars wait.
Please let me know. My zip is 90026, I am in the area.
------------Jonathan Berman, Associate Professor
Visual and Performing Arts Department
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-6 (Referenced as 130930 0841-5 in the E-mail
Database)

From: Vyki Englert [mailto:vyki.englert@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:44 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes or cycle tracks on Hyperion Ave.
*
4 foot or greater sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Vyki Englert
120 S Vignes Street Apt 403 Los Angeles, CA 90012
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-1

From: Barbara Thomas [mailto:barbarathomasm@icloud.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION BRIDGE
I believe the "City" design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic-calming
measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and Atwater. We ask
that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that you include
generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.
Thank you
Barbara Thomas
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-2

From: Barbara Thomas [mailto:barbarathomasm@icloud.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION BRIDGE

I believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic-calming
measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and Atwater. We ask
that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that you include
generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.

Thank you

Barbara Thomas
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-3

From: Richard Corsini [mailto:rick@corsinistark.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Melissa Casey
Subject: Hyperion Bridge renovation
This project presents an important opportunity for the city to respond to the paradigm shift now
occurring here, away from an auto culture and towards the emerging urban culture in Los
Angeles, with a repeatable prototype that reconceives our urban bridges to better serve our needs.
The Hyperion Bridge sits at the nexus of Silver Lake, Atwater Village and the LA River. Each has
been developing its own identity and cultural significance independently, especially over the last
10 years. If linked urbanistically, the synergy of two neighborhoods and a park can form a
significant piece of LA's emerging, vibrant urban mosaic.
Conceived complexly, i.e. with multiple overlapping performance criteria, not a singular criteria of
automobile speed and safety, the Hyperion Bridge can respond to its community's multiple needs
functionally and beautifully, without compromise.
The vehicular lanes should be reduced to one in each direction, plus a third emergency lane. The
design speed should be reduce from 55 to 35 mph. A protected bicycle lane and widened sidewalk
should be installed on both sides, with new seating,( possibly following the historic seating on the
bridge), and low level lighting. The extra 30 to 40 seconds it might take to cross the bridge as a
motorist will be offset by the new experience of the bridge as a destination and a promontory, not
merely a utilitarian vehicular link. With slower traffic from the bridge, feeding the intersection,
accidents at Rowena and Hyperion Avenues will likely be reduced. Linkage from the bridge to the
new park and LA River bike path below with new bike and pedestrian ramps is also very
important. There should be no unsightly Jersey barriers, medians, etc. on the bridge. Separation
of the bike lane from vehicular lanes is also necessary, possibly with well-designed bollards,
planter boxes, curbs, etc.
I believe the biggest design challenge will be a signalized crosswalk at the north (Atwater) end of
the bridge and safe merging of pedestrian and bike traffic there. It is very crucial for the
neighborhood to have a safe crossing at this point, and challenging because of the multiple grade
separations.
This design cannot be solved satisfactorily by traffic engineers alone. You need talented design
professionals, architects and landscape architects, on this design team!
Sent from Rick's iPad
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-4

From: Kara Watne Sergile [mailto:kara@kwsconsult.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Importance: High
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti:
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kara Sergile
1115 Moncado Drive
Glendale, CA 91207
________________________________
[Image removed by sender.]<http://www.avast.com/>
This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus<http://www.avast.com/>
protection is active.
-----
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Subject:

131108 0852

From: Sam Hobbs [mailto:Sam@SamHobbs.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 7:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; om.labonge@lacity.org; ouncilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway; Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I have previously lived on Hyperion Boulevard (near Baller Hardware) and when I did it was for
more than a decade. I developed a serious case of asthma residing there. I believe that the
abundance of vehicle emissions contributed to my health problems. My porch constantly had
black dust on it.
I am concerned about the health of current residents of Hyperion Boulevard and the nearby area. I
believe that Hyperion Boulevard gets too much vehicle traffic. It is unhealthy for our residents to
attempt to support more traffic along Hyperion Boulevard. I believe it is a huge mistake to not
support pedestrian and bicycle traffic along Hyperion Boulevard. We do not need more vehicles
there.
I have been a resident of The City of Los Angeles for most of my 59 years.
As many others have said, the following are very practical and desirable:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.

-Sam Hobbs
15912 Rnaldi Street
Granada Hills, CA
-----
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Subject:

131108 0855 (Referenced as 131017 1106-4 in the Letter Comments
Database)
Attachments: HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE_Page_2.jpg;
HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE_Page_1.jpg; HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE.pdf;
20131014Hyperion.jpg; _Certification_.htm
From: Daveed Kapoor [mailto:daveed@racdb.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Hi Tami I am writing with urgency to express my concern regarding the city of los angeles's proposed
retrofit of the glendale hyperion complex of bridges. There are serious negative environmental
impacts with this proposal.
We need sidewalks on both sides of the main Glendale Hyperion blvd connector between Atwater
VIllage and Silverlak; no median & sidewalk crash barriers; and no banked roadbeds.
At RAC Design Build we prepared (2) 24x36" boards (attached as jpgs & pdf, also available online
here: http://racdb.com/HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE.pdf
<http://racdb.com/HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE.pdf> ) of an alternate design that we feel
is ideal for our communities: one 25mph lane for cars in either direction, sidewalks on both sides
and a 12' wide landscape buffered cycletrack that can accommodate emergency vehicles.
Per the Environmental document: two lanes is acceptable solution based on current peak hour
traffic volume. They found current peak volume to be 1,325 vehicles/hr & that during
construction two lanes @ 25mph could accommodate as many as 1,500 vehicles/hr,
screencapture attached.
The crash barriers are not consistent with the historic landmark status of the bridge. Rebuild the
balustrades and make them strong enough to withstand impacts, no concrete k rails should be
permitted as they comprimise the original design.
Thank you for your attention. Please contact me with any questions.
Daveed Kapoor AIA
RAC DESIGN BUILD
3048 North Coolidge Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90039
c | 323.252.8510
f | 888.808.3711
www.racdb.com
www.studiocortez.com
www.vimeo.com/racdb
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Subject:

131108 1247

From: Doug Blush [mailto:madpix@me.com]
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 10:25 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; Mitch.Ofarrell@lacity.org;
john.brady@lacity.org; eric.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge project comments
Hello Ms. Podesta, Mr. Brady, Coucilmembers LaBonge and O'Farrell, Mayor Garcetti and all at LA
City Hall,
I'm a Silverlake local of over 22 years, an avid biking and hiking enthusiast and a great fan of the
many new measures going into effect to expand access and auto-alternative pathways in the LA
River/Griffith area. I'm also a documentary filmmaker and often look for subjects of interest in
our community.
I apologize for these comments coming a day late (I was just informed of the deadline today), but I
wanted to express my deep desire to see the impending Hyperion Bridge project take great
account of the needs of bikes, pedestrians and non motor vehicle access. I believe the current
Bureau of Engineering plans do not go nearly far enough to assist these needs, and should be reexamined before this very impactful and long-range project goes into effect. I know MANY of my
neighbors and friends feel the same way, and we see this new project as a huge opportunity to
enhance our unique area. The ideas forwarded by members of LA Walks and others are great
suggestions of how this project can benefit everyone, no matter the transportation choice.
I hope that there's continued movement to study the accessibility issues of sidewalks, crossings
and traffic control that will soon literally be set in stone for years to come.
Thanks for your attention,
Doug Blush
2500 Silver Lake Terrace
Los Angeles, CA
-----
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Subject:

131113 1011

From: Aguiluz, Hyginus [mailto:hyginus.aguiluz@lausd.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and
discourage speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the
sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the
dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Hyginus Quintos Aguiluz
4420 La Clede Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90039
Helen Bernstein High School - Home of the Fiery Dragons!
1309 North Wilton Place
Hollywood, CA 90028
Phone: (323) 817-6437
Fax: (323) 860-9711
AME/APEX/BTLR/STEM - We're all BERNSTEIN DRAGONS!
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail It's a matter of priorities. If you can
afford a high tech phone, you should be able to buy school supplies.
-----
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Subject:

131113 1017

From: Ronna [mailto:kingsizesoundlabsla@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 1:21 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion beige proposal
Ms. Pedesta,
Los Angeles Walks is concerned that the proposed design for Hyperion Ave. bridge will not be safe
for walkers and cyclist.
Please if you can do a alternative plan safe for all!
As as a business owner at 2959 Glendale blvd, right at the beginning of the bridge entering Silver
Lake, cars flyby and a very fast speed and its very dangerous for pedestrians and drivers.
Please for the safety of others please modify the proposed plan!
RonnaRonna Bronstein-Trumfio
Studio Manager
Kingsizesoundlabs.com
323-533-0022 cell
Sent from my iPad
-----
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Subject:

130930 0821

From: Dave Duce [mailto:dave_duce@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 10:34 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion Bridge Bike Lane
Hello Tami,
Recently I attended the community workshop for the Glendale Hyperion Bridge Project.
I understand there is a need to retrofit the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge for
seismic code, and appreciate the effort to preserve the historic fabric and
nature of the bridge, this is great news. Thank you Caltrans staff and City
of LA staff for pushing this bridge rebuild project forward.
I am a resident/property owner in Atwater Village and Franklin Hills. I
use the Glendale Hyperion Bridge at least four times a day, many days more
than that. I am a pedestrian, cyclist, driver and fan of the bridge.
Cars and bikes sharing lanes when their speeds are so different is a recipe
for a fatality. We need at least an up-hill/SB bike lane or someone will
die on the semi-blind corner. Speeds on that stretch are already around
50+mph, with the addition of planned K-rails, driver perceived safety
levels will increase and speeds will also increase, yet cyclist are
expected to share the same lane. Many students commute to Marshall High on
that road. It's a numbers game, someone will get run over if we do not
separate bikes and cars. I urge you to drive and observe the speeds as they
are currently on the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge, or better yet ride or walk
over the bridge and judge the safety levels yourself for families with kids.
Why are the LA Master Bike Plan and Complete Streets not being implemented
on this perfect occasion to do so?
Please don't deprive the residents of Silver Lake, Franklin Hills access to
the Bike Trails of the LA River Plan, this will be viewed as a mistake as
future generations who look back at the choices we make today.
We love our bridge, it's an iconic neighborhood symbol and an homage to our
veterans. Lets keep it as a neighborhood bridge and increase its
functionality by allowing all people to use it safely.
Dave Duce
Pedestrian, Cyclist, Driver, Admirer of LA
-----
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Subject:
130930 0822
From: Bryan J. Blumberg [mailto:bjtwuk@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 8:24 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project COMMENT
CARD
Date: Thursday, September 26, 2013
Please submit any comments on the proposed project tonight by placing this
card in the comment box or send it by October 11, 2013 via email to
Tami.Pdesta@dot.ca.gov, or by mail to:
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles CA 90012
Name: BRYAN J BLUMBERG
Address: 4246 Holly Knoll Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027-3243
Email: bjtwuk@yahoo.com
Organization represented, if any: Citizen of the City of Los Angeles
Comment:
There were 23 bicyclists who lost their lives in Los Angeles
County in 2012. So far, before the end of the 9th month of 2013, there
have already been 28 deaths of bicyclists in Los Angeles County. As the
death toll of bicyclists rises, it is irresponsible to spend $50,000,000
remodeling the Hyperion Viaduct without providing for the safety of all who
cross it.
I live in the Franklin Hills and travel by bicycle for most of
my daily errands. Whether I go to Downtown Los Angeles, Glendale, Burbank,
North Hollywood or Sherman Oaks, I either use the LA River bikeway or cross
it. The only streets in the entire area which can be used are Los Feliz
Blvd, Hyperion Avenue or Glendale Blvd. None of them are safe for
bicyclists.
In Atwater, Glendale Blvd. has a bike lane which leads to the
Hyperion Viaduct, but crossing Hyperion by bicycle is very risky today. In
Los Feliz, Griffith Park Blvd. has a bike lane leading to Los Feliz Blvd,
but Los Feliz Blvd is dangerous for bicyclists particularly where it
crosses the Golden State Freeway. Recently Rowena Avenue was put on a road
diet and given bicycle lanes, but Glendale Blvd from the LA River Bike Path
to Rowena has substandard lanes and metal grates.
By widening traffic lanes on Hyperion and installing a center
median wall, I fear that motor vehicles will travel at higher than posted
speed limits, which will make it even more dangerous for bicyclists than it
5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14
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already is.
In order to protect the lives of all of the citizens of Los
Angeles, including bicyclists, please reconsider your plan. Please include
a bike lane on Hyperion Avenue.
===========================
BRYAN J. BLUMBERG
4246 Holly Knoll Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90027-3243 USA
phone: 323-660-1888
email: bjtwuk@yahoo.com <bjtwuk@sbcglobal.net>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0823-1
From: Marc Caswell [marcacaswell@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 9:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Bridge Proposal is in Violation of Caltrans
DDR61-R1
Ms. Podesta & Honorable LA City Representatives:
As someone who lives just a few miles from Hyperion/Glendale Bridge I am
astonished and outraged by this new proposal -- which fails to include
basic amenities for people who bicycle and walk.
The failure to recognize the LA Bicycle Plan's proposal for a bike lane is
in direct violation of Caltrans Deputy Directive 61-R1 <
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/complete_streets_files/dd_64_r1_signed.pdf>
which calls on staff to "Ensure incorporation of bicycle, pedestrian, and
transit travel elements in all Department transportation plans and studies."
Failure to include even a basic bicycle lane -- let alone a sidewalk on
only one side of the road; and to design it freeway-level speeds so close
to Ivanhoe Elementary School, Griffith Park and Red Car River Park is
reckless and callous to the nearby residents.
To design a street for such high speeds without the basic infrastructure
for safe bicycling, in direct violation of Caltrans DDR61-R1, places
Caltrans and the City/County of Los Angeles in various states of legal
liability should someone be injured while bicycling on this street.
I urge you to reconsider the proposal and include, at a minimum, a standard
5-foot bicycle lane in each direction.
Sincerely,
Marc Caswell
Silverlake Resident
415-418-0657<tel:415-418-0657>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0823-2
From: Marino Pascal [pascal@locationscout.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:27 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Safe bridge for bicycles and pedestrians
This issue is close to me because my daughter was hit by a car while biking
on Hyperion Ave bridge.
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people
like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Marino Pascal
2525 Crestmoore Pl
Los Angeles, CA 90065
-Marino Pascal
323-963-FILM (3456)
http://locationscout.com
-----
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Subject:
130930 0824-1
From: Matt Ruscigno [mailto:mattruscigno@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 12:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: Please, No Hyperion/Glendale Freeway
Tami,
Hello. As a public health professional, I'd like to express my concern
about 'improving' the Hyperion /Glendale bridge by increasing traffic
speeds to 55 MPH. This bridge is a connecter between two dense
neighborhoods that are very walkable and bikeable. The bridge currently is
dangerous enough for anyone willing to brave it without being enclosed in a
personal automobile- something I have to do often. Why make it less
friendly to everyone else when Los Angeles, the country and even the world
is working to expand travel options to include everyone- not just those in
a car, in a rush.
This bridge is very important for all types of people with varying
transportation choices. It's 2013, autmobile-centric design is on the way
out. Let's keep Los Angeles moving forward in a progressive, safe way.
And doesn't the 2010 Bike Plan call for bike lanes anyway? This seems like
a no-brainer.
Thank you for considering this,
Matt Ruscigno, MPH, RD
ps. If you need more info on how gas taxes don't cover road costs:
http://shar.es/Kcawq
www.truelovehealth.com
www.twitter.com/mattruscigno <http://www.twitter.com/truelovehealth>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0824-2
From: sheigh [sheigh@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 9:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Ave. - Safety First, Community Second, Freeway Speeds Last
I live in Silver Lake and support the businesses in Atwater Village. I
cross Hyperion Ave. on my bicycle, or on foot, with my dog to travel to and
from both Silver Lake and Atwater. I travel to support the small businesses
blossoming in Atwater. The farmers markets, the outdoor cafes and bistros,
the juice shops, the yoga and dance studios, the pet shops, the Atwater
library.
As you consider plans to revamp the Hyperion-Glendale complex of bridges
you must prioritize the safety of our local residents and the visitors to
our neighborhoods.
Another key consideration for future growth is the emergent LA River
business district, ideal for cyclists, runners, skaters and even kayakers
and bird watchers.
As an active resident of the area, making Los Angeles more livable, to me,
means making our roadways more safe. This includes providing safe passage
for the walkers and cyclists who tragically and unnecessarily make up 39%
of the road fatalities in Los Angeles each year.
The reckless pursuit of vehicular speed on our neighborhood roadways will
only worsen if our footbridge is built to freeway standards at 55 MPH with
no bike lanes and no safe areas for pedestrians.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Sheigh Crabtree
Teviot Street, Silver Lake, 90039
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-1
From: Katie Bennett [katie.bennett@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:31 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Concern for Hyperion Bridge Design - use NACTO Design Standards
As a native Angeleno, who just moved from Mid-City to Silverlake, a move
motivated by better bike amenities and proximity to my friends and
community, I am am saddened to learn that cyclist have to fight for their
safety; again. I frequently travel between Silver Lake and Atwater Village
via Hyperion Ave and it is already terrifying when I am on my bike, and
sometimes even in my vehicle. It is essential that Hyperion Ave. be made
safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and
Traffic lane design to discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy and NACTO's design principles (of
which LA is an active member). The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Katie Bennett
3255 Descanso Drive
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-2
From: Mark Vallianatos [mvalli@oxy.edu]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:37 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Safe, complete street on hyperion viaduct
I'm a professor at Occidental College who teaches the College's course on
transportation policy and streets. I also walk, bike, ride transit and
drive between Silver Lake and Atwater Village.
The semester is barely a month old and my students have already heard me
explain how, in the 'bad old days,' road engineers designed streets with
wide lanes and 'forgiving' design features supposedly to protect speeding
drivers. You don't have to be a transportation researcher to understand
that incorporating these rural highway features in urban settings end up
encouraging dangerous speeds. Roads designed with wide lanes and crash
barriers kill pedestrians, cyclists and drivers directly by encouraging
fast driving, and indirectly by discouraging healthy, active transportation
because residents are scared to use streets designed like speedways.
When I described these past mistakes in road design to my class and
explained how streets are currently being changed to protect all users -and designed to discourage speeding - little did I know that the City and
Caltrans were working on a project straight out of the discredited speedway
playbook. I'm very disappointed to see that the design of the Hyperion
viaduct includes wide lanes, banked turns and crash barriers that
psychologically encourage drivers to speed. I'm also dismayed that there is
no bike lane on Hyperion.
Please redesign this important linkage with narrower travel lanes (the
newly released NACTO Urban Street Design Guide
http://nacto.org/usdg/typically recommends 10 and 11 feet lanes on
most city streets), without
crash barriers or banked turns, bike lanes, with wider sidewalks, and with
a complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct.
Sincerely,
mark vallianatos
3591 canada st, LA, 90065
-mark vallianatos
policy director, urban & environmental policy institute
adjunct professor, urban & environmental policy
occidental college
mvalli@oxy.edu<mailto:mvalli@oxy.edu>
323 259 1458
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-3
From: Camille Dieterle [camilledieterle@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 12:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Bicycle lanes critical on Hyperion roadway development!
Dear Leaders,
As someone who bikes or walks frequently between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Camille Dieterle
3220 Descanso Drive.
LA< CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 0825-4
From: Roadblock [roadblock@midnightridazz.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:23 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Public Hearing Request
Hi Tami
I would like to make a request for a public hearing for the Hyperion /
Glendale Aqueduct project. Please inform me of the procedure to do so. I
was told last night at the meeting that I need to follow a certain
procedure to make this happen and I absolutely want this.
There is NO WAY I will let our only route to Glendale be re-designed into a
freeway like corridor.
Too many of my friends have been maimed / killed on that road as it is.
Thank you.
-Don Ward
silverlake / los feliz / atwater stake holder.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0827-1
From: George Pillage [crappola@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 1:57 AM
To: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION / GLENDALE VIADUCT.
Dear Dinosaurs.
The dream of a city based on oil powered / manufactured transit machines is
OVER.
These days people ride bikes - though neither cal trans OR LADOT would know
because neither of you actually count bicycles in your traffic counts - and
people walk, and people take transit. Some people will always drive, but
it's time to stop catering to them exclusively as you dinosaurs have been
doing now for decades.
That being said...
STOP TRYING TO CREEP IN A FREEWAY into my neighborhood please. THANK YOU.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
George
-----
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Subject:
130930 0827-2
From: Noah Mercer [noah_ten@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 2:24 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion bridge changes
I routinely bike over the Hyperion bridge into Atwater (and back) and it's
a terrible experience: I need to crank out as much speed as possible to
minimize the difference between me and the fast-moving traffic while
simultaneously avoiding potholes and debris and trying to stay out of the
way of said traffic. At the end of the bridge it gets worse: Suddenly I
have more fast-moving traffic coming up on me from my right rear, wanting
to cross my lane and two others to get to the first u-turn light, and they
can't see me in advance because I'm descending from above them. And of
course there's still the speeding traffic to my left, leaving me sandwiched
like a smear of mustard between pieces of steel.
Coming back home is even worse: I have to cross two lanes of fast-moving
traffic to enter the bridge, but this time I'm moving uphill, making me a
slow-moving obstacle for drivers in a hurry.
But even while juggling all of this I still find time to wonder at the kids
I see walking over the bridge on their way to and from Marshall High: How
do they possibly enter and exit the bridge alive each morning and afternoon
when they have to walk across those same lanes of fast-moving traffic?
There's a lot that could be done to improve this situation for cyclists,
pedestrians and schoolchildren:
Add bike lanes
Add traffic-slowing measures such as narrower lanes
Add a crosswalk with a signal at each end of the bridge
These sorts of changes would help make this important thoroughfare linking
Silver Lake and Atwater consistent with the bike plan and the Caltrans
complete street plan and should be included in the redesign.
Sincerely,
Noah Mercer
Los Feliz
-----
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Subject:
130930 0827-3
From: Will Bassett [bookbike13@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 2:39 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Avenue is a street. It needs to carry some of the ever
growing bike traffic in this area. Move forward and accept the bike as a
real alternative form of transportation, Plan for it now and in the future.
More bikes lead to few autos on the roa...
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-1
From: Jayme Filippini [jaymefilippini@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 3:21 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Fix Hyperion bridge - Bike lanes and safe cross walks and
sidewalks
I have often run from Atwater to Silverlake reservoir to exercise and have
experienced firsthand how fast cars travel on the Hyperion bridge that
connects these two communities. It is truly terrifying - this has to be
100x worse on a bike!
I've heard the plans to improve this thoroughfare do NOT include safe paths
for bikes and adequate crosswalks for cyclists and pedestrians crossing the
bridge and accessing the river...Given the new law that requires cars give
3ft space for cyclists - how can this be done if you include a new median
and no bike lanes? Not only that, bike lanes seem so important now that so
many people are taking alternate (non- automotive) transportation to get
around LA. I've tried to take my kids on bike rides and the travel on major
streets without bike lanes is harrowing! I'll have to wait til they get
older, which is unfortunate as I need the exercise now!!!
Please consider all the public comment supporting a revised plan to include
bike paths and adequate cross walks on the Atwater side to access the river
bike path - it can only help to alleviate car traffic in the area and keep
people safe and healthy.
Thank you,
Jayme Filippini
460 Mt Washington Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90065
323-276-9480
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-2
From: John Kayon [johnkayon@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 3:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
info@la-bike.org
Subject:
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I ride and vision LA as taking the lead on Carbon free transport.
Also as someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
John L Kayon
Los Angeles CA.
Concerned Cyclist
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-3
From: Richard Risemberg [rickrise@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 1:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
To Ms. Podesta of the DOT, Mayor Garcetti, and Council Members LaBonge and
O'Farrell:
The plans for the Glendale/Hyperion bridge revealed at the recent community
meeting represent nothing less than a clumsy tumble back into the past of
endless reflexive pandering to the car.
For decades we have built wider and faster roads, only to discover that
they induce more traffic and congestion, degrade public health, and crush
healthy commercial activity along their corridors.
While city after city in the US, following the lead of healthy and
prosperous Northern European communities, has been emphasizing walkability
and bicycling, with brilliant results, we in Los Angeles are repeatedly
subjected to constant retrograde efforts to boost car speeds through our
neighborhoods, replacing a salubrious street life with speed, noise, fumes,
crashes, and empty sidewalks.
Silver Lake and Atwater are little success stories in the drab blandscape
that old-school traffic engineering has made of Los Angeles. Now, plans to
rebuild the Glendale/Hyperion bridge--a bridge I traverse frequently by
bicycle, and whose form and setting I know well--seem intended to result in
a chopped-off snippet of superhighway, with wide lanes and banked turns
that are guaranteed to induce dangerous and aggressive speeding. The
drivers swooping over the bridge will not be willing to slow down when they
approach Rowena or Glenhurst, nor will they have much regard for cyclists
or walkers trying to make their way to neighborhood shops--let alone
cyclists on the bridge itself.
Everywhere else in the civilized world--from other West Coast cities such
as Seattle and San Francisco, to the powerhouse towns of Chicago and New
York, to planetary capitals including Washington DC, Paris, and London,
forward-thinking engineers have chosen to slow down and de-emphasize the
car, and to support walking, cycling, and transit, which cannot co-exist
with shrieking motor traffic.
It is well-known and thoroughly proven now that nurturing the cyclist and
the walker results in more cohesive communities, less crime, healthier
populations, and increasingly profitable businesses.
Messieurs Labonge and O'Farrell, ladies and gentlemen of CalTrans and the
DOT, if you let this unconsidered project move forward as presented, you
will be remembered as the last, lost befuddled champions of an obsolete
obsession with speed over people, with chrome-plated arrogance over
prosperous communities, with the ignorant and presumptive past over the
prosperous future the rest of the world is bounding into without us.
Richard Risemberg
648 1/2 S. Burnside Ave. (CD4)
Los Angeles, CA 90036
323-428-4669
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-Richard Risemberg
http://www.bicyclefixation.com
http://www.SustainableCityNews.com
http://gridlogisticsinc.com
http://www.rickrise.com
-----
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Subject:
130930 0828-4
Attachments: pastedGraphic.tiff; _Certification_.htm
From: Byron Head [byronhead@airmail.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 4:12 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
.................You Cheap Lying Bastards - Again
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk or bike friendly flyover on the Atwater end of
the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale
Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I'm 63 and own 4 different bikes any one of which I ride daily. And I
bought an electric assist bike at the Alt Car Expo in Santa Monica last
weekend where they tend to give a crap about bike riders.
Most Sincerely,
Byron Head
4804 Laurel Canyon
Los Angeles
-----
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Subject:
130930 0829-1 (Referenced as 131107 1307-1 in the Letter Comments
Database)
From: james bledsoe [jamesbleds0e@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 11:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Why widen the bridge at all. The primary reason i hear while volunteering
at the Bicycle Kitchen for not riding bicycles is "I am afraid of cars". If
we calm traffic and build a safe cycling infrastructure we will solve many
transportation problems. At the same time being able to use bicycle for the
bulk of our daily trips to the store,work and recreation destinations will
reduce the over all need to earn money there by giving us all more time to
do useful things with our families and friends. i understand this notion of
earning less is contrary to the conventional measures of wealth and
prosperity. Let me simply respond in advance, money does not grow on trees
but apples do and if you have apples you don't need money. Also i
understand this topic is focused on the DOT's work but the real underlying
it issue is our collective quality of life. It is very important to
consider the far ranging and complex results of any infrastructural design
decisions. The cost of widening the bridge will prevent the reworking of
some other infrastructural issues, like restoring the the LA River or
building more subway and light rail facilities. Simply repainting a lot of
our existing roads and adding inexpensive lane divers will allay the fears
of many potential cyclist and we will all live better.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0829-2
From: Eyal Amiran [eyalamiran@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:25 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion
Dear Tami Podesta,
I oppose the expansion of Hyperion. We need to preserve those qualities
that make Silver Lake so attractive--take them away, and the value of the
place will diminish, and with it property taxes and future development. We
need a careful balance, not a bigger road, noise, and pollution. How does
such an expansion improve the livability of Silver Lake? does it help
pedestrians and bicycle riders? does it encourage small shop traffic and
character in this part of town?
Sincerely,
Eyal Amiran
2013 Micheltorena Street
Silver Lake
-----
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Subject:
130930 0831-1
From: Michael Blanchard [mlblanchard@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway? No, thank you. Make LA safe for pedestrians and
cyclists
As someone who bikes, walks and runs between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Michael Blanchard
5124 Vincent Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90041
-----
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Subject:
130930 0831-2
From: Erial [etu.edu@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 9:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I was going to copy and paste but I just wanted to share. Every time I have
to bike over Hyperion I feel like -- well this could be it today someone
hits me with their car and drives off. It's happened to a few of my cycling
friends.
As a commuting cyclist and driver -- I believe we need to encourage safety
all around. Biking not only reduces traffic, it makes citizens healthier
and builds a better community. Not to mention, if we make LA the capital of
bikes and pedestrians, imagine tourist renting bikes and exploring
businesses beyond Hollywood boulevard; everyone wins. Angelinos are
starting to use bikes as a method of transportation more and more and it's
awesome. However, if we do not meet this demand with providing safe passage
it will not be a lasting boom of an alternative method of transportation.
We need to invest in our future Los Angeles! We can't let those Portland or
Long Beach go-getters out pace us -- with their nice bicycle lanes and
fancy trains. We have almost 365 days of sunshine and you want people to be
bound to their cars to go 10 minutes away? I say be the elected leaders
that we all know you are step up to the plate and hit a home run -- or
knock some points off that ERA (if your a pitcher) -- let's make LA safe
for cyclist! Also, I urge you to walk or bike the section of Hyperion in
question -- it is indeed terrifying.
Respectfully,
Erial Tompkins
-----
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Subject:
130930 0833-1
Attachments: pastedGraphic.tiff; _Certification_.htm
From: Rita Valencia [valencia.rita@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:49 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Avenue Plan
Dear Tami Podesta
As a cyclist, pedestrian and homeowner in the community of Silver Lake for
over 20 years, I am concerned about the plans for the Hyperion Bridge over
the 5 freeway having a design speed of 55 miles per hour. It is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's
needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through
an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. Crossing the Hyperion viaduct from
Atwater to Silver Lake is currently very unsafe and needs to be adapted for
cyclists, autos and pedestrians to to coexist. This project can make all
travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Rita Valencia
valencia.rita@gmail.com<mailto:valencia.rita@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0833-2
From: Josef Taylor [josef.taylor@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:15 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Crossing
Hi, I'm writing to express concerns over the new plans for the
Glendale-Hyperion Crossing.
There are currently no bridges in this area with any bike infrastructure,
and it is a heavily used corridor for anyone who lives nearby. Please
consider the exploding number of people who have chosen to use bicycles for
their daily transportation recently. It's not a fad, it's not a sport. It's
LA catching up to the rest of the world. Our elected officials get this,
which is why the 2010 bicycle master plan specified bike lanes on the
bridge. To do anything short of exceeding the expectations in that plan is
to deliberately sabotage our future, and the safety of countless angelenos.
Please work to reduce the speed of traffic on this crossing and make it
safe, not just for motorists, not just for spandex-clad sports cyclists,
but for bicyclists and pedestrians, humans, from 8 years old to 80.
Josef Taylor
-----
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Subject:
130930 0834
From: Rik Williams [rjw297@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 2:48 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please make Hyperion bike-friendly
To whom it may concern,
As someone who frequently cycles throughout northeast LA (including Atwater
and Silver Lake), I was deeply disappointed to learn that the planned
Hyperion Avenue Viaduct rehabilitation includes essentially no facilities
for bicycles and pedestrians. This stretch of road connects two busy
commercial/residential districts that are almost always teeming with bike
and foot traffic, and connecting them with a 55mph thoroughfare will only
continue to endanger cyclists who need to cross between these areas.
On the other hand, a design that enhances bike and pedestrian safety will
provide a unique, contiguously bikeable and walkable community, while still
providing ample capacity for automobile traffic. In the Hyperion Viaduct
redesign I strongly encourage you to include such enhancements, including
bicycle lanes, well-marked crosswalks, and slower traffic speeds, for the
safety of this vibrant urban neighborhood.
Sincerely,
Rik Williams
318 N Avenue 52
Highland Park, Los Angeles, 90042
-----
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Subject:
130930 0835
From: Niall Huffman [nhuffman28@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:41 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom LaBonge; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Don't turn Glendale and Hyperion into freeways -- make them safe
for everyone
Dear Ms. Podesta:
I am writing to express my concerns regarding the DEIR for the
Glendale/Hyperion bridge complex improvement project. Specifically, I find
deeply troubling the inadequate safety measures for bicycle and pedestrian
users and the seeming prioritization of automobile speed over all other
design considerations. I urge Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles to
rethink the need for high design speeds on the renovated bridge complex and
to provide safe, dedicated access for nonmotorized users. In addition, I
request that the various agencies involved in the project hold a formal
public hearing to allow members of the community to openly voice their
concerns.
The Glendale/Hyperion bridge is particularly well-used by people riding
bicycles in spite of the fact that it is not very bike-friendly, as it is
one of only a few crossings of the Los Angeles River between Silver Lake
and Atwater Village. The City of Los Angeles is well aware of this fact -so well aware that it included bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue as part of the
2010 Bicycle Plan.
Despite this recognition of the bridge as an important connecting route for
nonmotorized users, the proposed renovations of the bridge, as described in
the EIR, fail to adequately accommodate safe bicycling and walking.
Caltrans and the City's Bureau of Engineering (BOE) are designing Hyperion
to freeway standards with a design speed of 55 miles per hour. Based on
that design speed, they are pursuing a median crash barrier, banked turns,
and excessively wide car lanes. Those decisions leave no room for bike
lanes and just a narrow sidewalk on only one side of the street.
This is particularly perplexing when we consider that the speed limit on
the street segments that lie at each end of the bridge is 35 mph. I cannot
fathom what benefit is gained from encouraging drivers to accelerate to
freeway speeds for the length of the bridge and become acclimated to those
speeds just as they reemerge into an urbanized area where people live,
work, shop, walk and ride bikes. Simply designing the bridge to normal city
street standards would leave enough room for everyone and would avoid
turning Hyperion into a de facto expressway.
As someone who regularly bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14
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No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Boulevard
Finally, I ask that a formal public hearing be held to allow all potential
users of the bridge the opportunity to voice their concerns and know that
their comments will be incorporated into the record. It is crucial that the
needs of non-automobile bridge users be taken into account.
There is no reason for this project to be inconsistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can help to overcome that barrier and provide safe and comfortable
alternatives to the automobile for many thousands of Angelenos. I urge the
reconsideration of the dangerous design proposed for this project.
-Niall Huffman
945 South Sycamore Avenue, Los Angeles
nhuffman28@gmail.com<mailto:nhuffman28@gmail.com>
714.323.1878<tel:714.323.1878>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-1
From: otbhans@gmail.com [mailto:otbhans@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Hans
Keifer
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:54 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Make Hyperion Ave. Viaduct Safe for Biking and Walking
Dear Tami,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Hans Keifer
11716 Babbitt Ave
Granada Hills, CA
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-2
From: underconsume@gmail.com [underconsume@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion safety
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would likethe project to
include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding No crash barrier and
banked turns that will make people drive even faster A complete crosswalk
on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and givebicyclistsan alternative through the
dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Best,
Ron McGill
310~701~0510
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-3
From: Luke Klipp [lukehklipp@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:29 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Proposed Hyperion-Glendale Bridge Changes
Ms. Podesta,
I'm writing to express my strong concern about the proposed changes and
upgrades to the Hyperion-Glendale bridge. I'm not an avid cyclist or
die-hard pedestrian, but I do recognize the importance of accommodating a
variety of means of transportation, wherever possible, and particularly
when there are limited access points across a barrier like the LA River and
5 Freeway. This is especially true given that this bridge links two
bike-friendly and pedestrian-friendly communities that lack real
connections between them for people not driving.
It is really upsetting to me to learn that the proposed changes to the
bridge include design modifications intended to accommodate 55 MPH traffic,
which requires widened lanes and takes away what little space could have
been in place for bikes and pedestrians while making it that much more
dangerous for bicyclists and pedestrians to cross this bridge. Supposedly,
the speed limit is 35 MPH, but the design just assumes people will drive 20
MPH over the speed limit and attempts to accommodate that.
What an absolute shame. LADOT should be ashamed for having come up with
this design proposal, particularly as recent data shows that nearly 90% of
LA's new residents in the past year have low- to no-vehicle households.
These are folks who are walking, bicycling, taking transit, etc., and we're
designing a long-overdue upgrade to a bridge that is almost
singularly-focused on cars? So utterly disappointing.
I understand that the proposal includes a widened sidewalk on the north
side of the bridge, which comes at the expense of any sidewalk on the south
side and which is only accessible by crossing what is essentially an
on-ramp to the 5 Freeway (by the way, have you ever tried to walk across a
freeway on- or off-ramp without a traffic signal to aid you? It's one of
the scariest experiences you can have as a pedestrian).
I'm so disappointed at the lack of vision and creativity in LADOT's
proposal for the Hyperion-Glendale bridge "upgrades" and wanted to voice
that opinion while I hope there's still time to revisit this proposal and
hopefully recognize just how important a linkage it is between two of LA's
most walkable and bikeable neighborhoods.
Thank you for reading this and for your willingness to hear what I have to
say.
-Luke Klipp
---email: lukehklipp@gmail.com<mailto:lukehklipp@gmail.com>
phone: (415) 203-3102
Work like you don't need the money,
Love like you've never been hurt, and
Dance like nobody's watching.
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Subject:
130930 0836-4
From: Natalie Cardenas [msohno213@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:53 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Natalie Cardenas
1427 McCollum Street
Los Angeles CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 0836-5
From: Stambler@aol.com [Stambler@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 6:59 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge Redesign
At the community meeting the other evening regarding the bridge, the
engineers and officials indicated that the three reasons for the redesign
were seismic retrofitting, traffic capacity, and historic preservation. I
fail to see how renovating the bridge to accommodate traffic traveling at
55 miles per hour is in keeping with any of those reasons. It would seem to
make much more sense to apply the traffic-calming principles that have
proven so effective in other neighborhood streets. The viaduct is a primary
passageway for pedestrians and bikes as well as cars and trucks. It's hard
to imagine that the city and state can't come up with a more sensible
approach -- one that takes into consideration the needs of all travelers -than the design that is currently on the table.
Mark Stambler
3001 Maxwell Street
Los Angeles 90027
-----
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Subject:
130930 0837-1
From: Kalee Thompson [mailto:kalee.thompson@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:31 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Hello,
It has come to my attention that city plans to renovate the Hyperion bridge
that connects Los Feliz to Atwater Village are not bike and pedestrian
friendly. I feel strongly that we need to slow traffic in these areas and
create a safer and more welcoming environment for those who choose or have
no choice but to bike or walk.
In my opinion, any renovation to bridges crossing the LA River should
include bike lanes. There is already a shortage of safe ways to get across
the river in these neighborhoods.
Please prioritize the safety and support of cyclists and pedestrians. It
will make our city a happier, friendlier, and safer place.
Thank you,
Kalee Thompson
Biker, Walker, Mother, Resident of NELA
Kalee Thompson
718.930.9891
Twitter: Kaleewrites
Read My Book!
WWW.DEADLIESTSEA.COM
-----
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Subject:
130930 0837-2
From: Darren Conly [djconly@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:54 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Please better accommodate bicycles in the Hyperion-Glendale bridge
redesign!
As a cyclist and 3-year resident of Los Angeles, I am only too aware of the
challenges brought about by the fact that this bridge does not feature any
sort of bicycle infrastructure. If I, or any of the many cyclists
inhabiting Silver Lake, Echo Park, Atwater Village, or Glendale wish to
travel between these areas, it is unnecessarily difficult under current
conditions.
In particular, getting from Atwater Village to Silver Lake via bicycle is
difficult as it requires either braving the Hyperion bridge with vehicles
traveling over 55mph, or it requires taking a more circuitous, hilly route
via Glendale Boulevard.
Normally, we would just have to accept these conditions as-is since
building new infrastructure is very expensive. But the fact that the
Hyperion bridge is being rebuilt is a perfect opportunity to feasibly and
efficiently make a vital connection in the growing network of bicycle
infrastructure in Los Angeles. Doing so would also further the LADOT's goal
of promoting more sustainable transportation options.
In short, please make the most of the opportunity presented by this
project. Don't use it to promote the outdated status quo of facilitating
vehicular traffic in an area with so much potential for alternative forms
of transportation. Take advantage to provide a safe and convenient
connection for all road users between these two vibrant neighborhoods.
Sincerely,
Darren Conly
MURP, UCLA Class of 2012
-----
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Subject:
130930 0837-3
From: ds [d.sofly@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 7:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All!
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe walk/bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River.
This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Diana Estrada
4210 Los Feliz , Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
130930 0838-1 (Referenced as 131108 0847-2 in the E-mail Database)
From: Kathryn Savage [kmsavage@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Make Hyperion Avenue Safe for Everyone
I am a young woman who frequently rides my bike between Atwater Village and
Silverlake, and I demand that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for bicyclists
and pedestrians. We need to provide infrastructure that makes walking,
biking and driving feasible and safe, not infrastructure that solely
permits cars to speed recklessly and endanger our communities.
Hyperion Avenue should have:
- bike lanes, as designated by the City's 2010 bicycle master plan
- a sidewalk on each side of the street
- well-marked crosswalks
- narrower traffic lanes to give space for bicyclists and pedestrians and
discourage speeding
Hyperion Avenue should NOT have:
- a dangerously high speed limit of 55 miles per hour through our
communities
- a median crash barrier and banked turns, encouraging reckless driving
- extra-large car lanes, leaving room for only a narrow sidewalk on one
side of the street
In 2010, the City of L.A. set a goal for itself to install bike lanes on
Hyperion Ave. There is no reason for this project not to fulfill that goal.
Moreover, Hyperion Avenue needs bike lanes precisely because it connects
two communities, both of which have a huge, fast-growing number of
bicyclists and pedestrians. Our city streets are not freeways! They are
avenues for safely moving traffic, pedestrians and bicyclists throughout
our communities.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Savage
12354 Sarah Street
Studio City, CA 91604
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 37

Subject:
130930 0838-2
From: Will Clark [clarkws@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway!
I must say, I'm very disappointed with the design for Hyperion Ave, one of
the EXTREMELY few routes crossing the 5 and the LA River between Silverlake
and Atwater Village, and an area that already very strongly privileges car
traffic to the detriment of all other modes of transit. This is the kind of
retrograde thinking that Los Angeles has been trying to change in its
infrastructure and planning, and this design sends the wrong message to
pedestrians, cyclists and others who wish to experience their city in a
safe, humane way.
As someone who travels frequently in this area as a cyclist and as a
pedestrian, I find these proposals disappointing, and against the ethos of
comprehensive transit advocated by our newly elected mayor, who should lead
this issue by endorsing a redesign for Hyperion Ave that comprehensively
and safely encourages the multiple forms of transportation other than
automobiles. Such a project would include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
You have an opportunity to do this right.
Sincerely,
Will
-310.924.7318
-----
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Subject:
130930 0838-3
From: John Cork [johncork@mac.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:28 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion: Let's do it right!
A great deal of time, effort and passion was put into the LA 2010 Master
Bike Plan, and part of that was recognition that Hyperion was an important
street that needed improvement for pedestrians and cyclists.
I know. I use it all the time.
Silver Lake and Atwater Village are burgeoning neighborhoods, filled with
folks who want to walk to cafes, shops, clubs and neighbors. They have
grown to be so popular because they have developed a street life
independent of the car traffic that flows through them. The LA River and
the 5 freeway have worked as social and economic barriers between these two
great neighborhoods. How CalTrans deals with Hyperion changes will help
unify or hamper this wonderful community.
This is an area filled with schools - public and private. This is an area
filled with cyclists who want and need many safe access points to the LA
River Path - a crown jewel of the area. Any changes in Hyperion need to
take into consideration the requirements of students who want to walk or
bike to school and the practical needs of those who use the LA River Path
on a regular basis. I know folks who do not use the path but live less than
two-tenths of a mile from it. Why? They feel they can't get to an entrance
safely on their bicycles.
The other morning, I was compelled to drive from Glendale into Silver Lake
via Hyperion. It was a slow-moving train of cars. Many drivers were talking
on their phones. Some were texting. No cyclists used Hyperion while I was
in that traffic jam.
Now, I want you to imagine another scenario. Same traffic jam, but in the
bike lanes are dozens of cyclists huffing past every couple of minutes. On
the sidewalks are a steady stream of walkers. The cyclists move faster than
the traffic. LAPD has responsibly cracked down on the distracted drivers,
who now look at the scene rather than their cell phone screens. And each
day, a few more of those drivers do the calculus - the cyclists are moving;
the drivers are not. The cyclists look like they are having fun; the
drivers are not. And each day, another kid going to Franklin or Ivanhoe or
Lyceé thinks they might want to ride a bike to school rather than ride in a
car.
And each week, there is one less car in the Hyperion traffic jam.
You can make that happen. You can make these neighborhoods stronger. You
can raise the safety and quality of life quotients for those in all the
neighborhoods that access the LA River Path by making Hyperion safe for
cyclists and walkers. You can strengthen the businesses of the
neighborhoods by giving those who ride and walk the path better access to
the wonderful cafes and shops of Atwater and Silver Lake.
Do the right thing. Make the work on Hyperion reflect the values of those
who live there. Los Angeles may be "life in the fast lane," but more and
more are choosing "life in the bike lane." Honor that choice.
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Best,
John Cork
2516 Kenilworth Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90039
323 273-1375
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-1
From: David Matsu [davidmatsu@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale bridge complex redesign
Ms. Podesta, Mr. Mayor, and Distinguished Councilmen,
I am writing to express my severe concern about the proposed redesign of
the Hyperion-Glendale bridge complex. This structure links a variety of
mid-sized and small local roadways with commercial and residential
neighborhoods. My first concern is that the bridges are being designed to
accommodate highway level traffic speeds of up to 55 mph. These bridge
spans are short and end on all sides in dense areas with lots of local
traffic, pedestrians, shops, and homes. There is simply no reason to design
this structure to encourage drivers to reach freeway speeds. It is unsafe
and provides no benefit to traffic flow as these high speeds will only
produce back ups at either end as well as leading to increased collisions.
Perhaps more importantly, the roadway design that would allow these high
speeds requires that there would be little to no remaining space on the
bridges to accommodate cyclists or pedestrians in any reasonable manner.
Not only is this extremely short-sighted, it directly violates Los Angeles’
Complete Streets policy that requires the access of all users to be a
primary consideration in road design. This area is a key linkage point
across the Los Angeles River with no nearby alternatives serving these
important neighborhoods. It should provide access for all people.
Whatever is constructed, we will be living with it for literally
generations. I strongly encourage you to follow common sense and the law
and move forward with a design that will accommodate safe movement by all
people while encouraging safe driving and smooth traffic flow.
Thank you for your attention.
David Matsu
Los Angeles, CA
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-2
From: Ray Simmons [rayinla@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 9:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge Design
I am writing to express my dismay that the Department of Transportation and
Bureau of Engineering has proposed redesigning the Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
to accommodate 55 mph speeds.
The fact that currently drivers recklessly speed over this iconic bridge is
not a reason to increase the allowed/engineered speed. Rather DOT/BOE
should pursue TRAFFIC CALMING measures. This bridge is not part of a
freeway and increased speeds on our streets lead to more accidents and more
importantly FATALITIES.
Our roads should not be viewed as automobile sewers to "throughput" as many
vehicles as possible. They should be designed to accommodate all users
SAFELY.
Ray Simmons
821 S Mansfield Ave Apt 1
Los Angeles CA 90036
"The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated,
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the
persons or things to be seized." - Amendment IV, The Constitution of the
United States of America.
“All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, that though the will of
the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will, to be rightful, must be
reasonable; that the minority possess their equal rights, which equal laws
must protect, and to violate would be oppression.” - Thomas Jefferson
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-3
From: Emily Morishita [more.emily@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 9:11 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Looming disaster of Hyperion/Glendale bridge redesign
Hello,
I am a resident in Council District 13 and was a supporter of both
O'Farrell and Garcetti in this past year's elections.
As a person growing more and more concerned about pedestrian safety, I am
outraged and saddened to hear that the Hyperion/Glendale bridge is planned
to be redesigned to accommodate speeding cars over safety. I've read that
the new design will accommodate speeds up to 55 miles per hour, since that
is currently the average speed on this bridge. So the lesson learned seems
to be that if you are ignoring the speed limit and driving 55mph we will
reward you by changing the road to accommodate you. This is ludicrous.
What I love about the Glendale Blvd area there in Atwater Village is the
small town, main street feel that has developed by a good mix of
businesses. But now we are encouraging speeding cars to dump into this
business area (and residential area).
Our engineers and politicians should be more proactive in preventing this
type of roadway and bridge from being developed.
Sincerely,
Emily Morishita
-----
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Subject:
130930 0839-4
From: Joshua Handel [swiftarcher@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 10:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bicycle and Pedestrian accommodations needed on Hyperion-Glendale
Bridge
Hi Tami,
I am thoroughly disgusted by the proposed re-design of the
Hyperion-Glendale Bridge. Bridges are supposed to connect communities, not
serve as a barrier between them - a barrier that can only be crossed if one
wishes to contribute to our region's terrible air quality by driving one's
car to travel a relatively short distance. Comfortable bicycle and
pedestrian accommodations are needed on the new bridge. We are no longer
living in 1955, energy prices will continue to rise and trips that can be
made without climbing into the car will become the norm. High speeds should
not be accommodated - they should be slowed to a reasonable speed that
reflects the reality on both ends of the bridge - pedestrians on Glendale
Ave and homes and a CHURCH on Hyperion.
Please reconsider your proposed BARRIER and design a BRIDGE for the
community.
Regards,
Josh Handel
-----
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Subject:
130930 0840
From: John E. Kerr [johnkerr87@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 10:08 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale bridge
Hello,
I am a resident of Los Angeles' Sliver Lake neighborhood. I routinely
travel to Atwater Village to see friends, shop, and eat, and I routinely
take the Hyperion Bridge to connect between the two neighborhoods. As
such, it is with much interest I have been following the proposed redesign
of the bridge.
Unfortunately, the current plan is way out of line with the character of
the neighborhood. As it stands now, drivers speed over the bridge at
speeds in excess of 55mph, and it seems that the bridge is going to be
designed to freeway standards. This is simple unacceptable. As someone who
commutes via bicycle, the bridge complex, especially the Hyperion segments,
should be redesigned to encourage slower speed and include bicycle and
pedestrian upgrades. There should be wide sidewalks on either side of the
historic structure, providing views of the L.A. River below.
Hyperion is the most convenient way for cyclists and pedestrians in Silver
Lake to get to Atwater, as it avoids having to descend down the hill to the
river ad then back up the opposite banks. It is wide enough, I believe to
accommodate a cycle track, or psychically separated bike lane.
As it stands now, this bridge project is a disgrace and will encourage
dangerously high speeds on both sides of the bridge. Please reconsider the
plans for this bridge and adopt a plan that respects low speed limits,
bicycle riders, and pedestrians.
Sincerely,
John E. Kerr
Silver Lake resident
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-1
From: Brian Retchless
[mailto:brian.retchless@gmail.com<brian.retchless@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 6:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Bridge
Hello,
I recently learned of the plan to widen the Hyperion & Glendale bridges,
more specifically that bike lanes are being left out.
While I understand that the Hyperion section of the bridge is only so wide
and that removing an auto traffic lane is politically untenable, I'm
surprised that either a bike lane or cycletrack has not been proposed for
the Glendale Blvd sections. Considering the bridge is already being
widened, adding provisions for bicycles seems like a no-brainer.
I hope you'll consider some form of real bike connectivity for the bridge
widening.
best,
Brian Retchless
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-2
From: Kristen Cruise [mailto:kcruise@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 7:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I recently moved from Santa Monica to Los Feliz. I used to commute to work
on my bike in Santa Monica. I would love to do the same in Los Feliz.
However, I do not feel safe on the the Hyperion/Glendale bridge, and I know
I am not the only person who feels this way. I ask for your support of the
addition of bike lanes to the upcoming renovation and improvement plan for
this corridor. This would also strengthen the economic and cultural
exchange between Los Feliz/Silverlake and Atwater.
Thank you for your making our neighborhood safe, more environmentally
responsible and more welcoming.
Kindly,
Kristen Cruise
e| kcruise@gmail.com
c| 310.846.7151
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-3
From: nathan carballo [nathan.carballo@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 10:52 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Bridge
Tami,
Unfortunately I was not able to make it to a community discussion
concerning the changes planned on the Hyperion/Glendale viaduct that links
Silver Lake and Atwater Village. After hearing what said plans are, I am
afraid as a cyclist.
By adding an entrance to the LA river bike path, it is clear that the
concerns of cyclists in the community are somewhat important to you. This
is why I feel it needs to be said that the redesign of what seems to be
towards that more of a highway, with cement medians and banked turns, only
encourages already high speeds dangerous to cyclists. Why is the city
encouraging drivers who are driving over the posted speed limits by
catering a new design towards them?
When voting in the recent election, my decisions were HEAVILY based on each
candidate's support of the city's cyclists and pedestrians. During
campaigning. Mayor Garcetti praised the growing cycling, pedestrian, and
public transit community in this city. Why does it seem this project is
putting us on the back burner then?
I hope this message is heard and is taken into the consideration of the
candidates whom I voted for, because I believed they had my back. Thank you
so much for your time.
Nathan Carballo
Nathan.carballo@gmail.com<mailto:Nathan.carballo@gmail.com>
805-512-3166
-Nathan Carballo
I.A.T.S.E. Local 728
805-512-3166
nathan.carballo@gmail.com<mailto:nathan.carballo@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-4
From: lakersalex [lakersalex@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 12:58 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Opposition to Hyperion-Glendale Complex of Bridges Rehabilitation
Project
While the current proposal is a lose-lose, there’s still time to halt the
project and turn things around. This project needs to go back to the
drawing board, with a new set of criteria.
The streets of our cities and towns are an important part of the livability
of our communities. They ought to be for everyone, whether young or old,
motorist or bicyclist, walker or wheelchair user, bus rider or shopkeeper.
But too many of our streets are designed only for speeding cars, or worse,
creeping traffic jams.
The current plan serves 1 priority: maximizing the theoretical throughput
of vehicles at the greatest velocity possible.
Please redesign this project with the idea that a 9 year old girl riding on
a bicycle can safely make her way across this bridge.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0841-5
From: Vyki Englert [vyki.englert@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 3:52 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please consider bikes as a vehicle, esp in regards to Hyperion
Bridge
Over, and over it has been proven with studies in cities big and small that
cycling is not only a viable transportation alternative, but one that is
necessary to build strong healthy neighborhoods. LA deserves to be a
strong and healthy community.
As an experienced road cyclist that bikes often up to 18 miles each way to
my workplace on the west side, I am used to navigating the roads in LA.
Recently I have been riding across the existing construction and have been
nervous as I navigate a narrow < 9ft wide road painted with sharrows and
cars moving at speeds greater than 40mph.
Due to flat terrain, and beautiful weather, the potential here for a viable
cycling culture is unparalleled in this country. Take this chance to show
LA you are willing and ready to become the next bike city and improve the
quality of life for everyone on the roads.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Vyki Englert
120 S Vignes Street Apt 403, Los Angeles, CA 90012
-----
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Subject:
130930 0842-1
From: Mike Stein [mike.j.stein@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 5:32 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Redesign
Please rethink the proposed Hyperion bridge redesign, so it is pedestrian
and bike friendly.
Building a bridge to facilitate 55 MPH traffic, is building a bridge that
is incredibly dangerous for anybody that isn't in a car.
The Hyperion bridge connects communities in East LA, and spans what could
become a beautiful LA river. People should be encouraged to walk and bike
across it.
Hyperion isn't a freeway. Instead of designing a bridge because people
have been speeding on it, let's design a bridge that encourages driving
safely, and leaves a safe place for people on foot and bike to enjoy Los
Angeles.
-----
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Subject:
130930 0842-2
From: Jenni Armstrong [geekchick@geekchick.biz]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 5:21 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Blvd is a 35mph street
Dear Tami
I am formally requesting that a PUBLIC HEARING be held regarding the
Hyperion Glendale Ave Viaduct Improvement Project.
What steps do I need to take to make this happen?
Thank you
-________________________________
Jenni Armstrong | 106 1/2 Judge John Aiso St. #249, Los Angeles, CA
90012 | geekchick.biz<http://geekchick.biz/> | serving west Los Angeles
since 2005 | phone: 310-42-JENNI (310-425-3664) | exclusive technical,
internet, network and workstation advice for professionals, proprietors and
leaders | geekchick@geekchick.biz<mailto:geekchick@geekchick.biz>
-----
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Subject:
130930 0842-3
From: Jenny Morataya [mailto:jenny8morataya@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 12:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jenny Morataya
2611 Canada Blvd
Glendale, Ca 91208
-----
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Subject:
130930 0843 (Referenced as 131108 0847-2 in the E-mail Database)
From: Kathryn Savage [kmsavage@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 4:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Public Hearing - Hyperion Bridge Design
Dear Tami Podesta,
I would like to formally request that a public hearing be held regarding
the Hyperion Glendale Ave Viaduct Improvement Project.
Please let me know how we can make this happen
Most Sincerely,
Kathryn Savage
-----
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Subject:
130930 0932-1
From: danger [mailto:danger3d@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 29, 2013 10:51 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
David H. Aretsky 5654 oakdale ave.
woodland hills, ca
91367
-----
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Subject:
130930 0932-2
From: Severin V Martinez [mailto:smartinez28@berkeley.edu]
Sent: Sunday, September 29, 2013 10:27 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Benson, Dale R@DOT; michelle.mowery@lacity.org
Subject: Please Stop the Hyperion Freeway Project!
To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Severin Martinez, I am a resident of Northeast LA and I
frequently spend time in the areas affected by the proposed Hyperion
Freeway Project, formally known as the Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct
Improvement Project
After reviewing the informational website about this project (
http://www.glendalehyperion.com), and viewing the youtube video with
commentary from Mayor Garcetti, and Councilmembers LaBonge, and O'Farrell,
I have a number of concerns with the current proposal design specifics.
Firstly, I am surprised that if this bridge is to be a permanent
replacement that it provides absolutely no bicycle infrastructure along
Hyperion Avenue. As you may know, the 2010 LA Bike Plan (approved by the
city council when LaBonge and Garcetti both sat on the council) calls for
bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue yet bike lanes are absent from the bridge
retrofit. If this project is built without bike lanes we will simply have
to go back and add bike lanes at a later date, an unnecessary and costly
measure considering that bike lanes could be directly incorporated into the
new bridge design. Yes, this project includes a separate bicycle-pedestrian
bridge connecting to the LA River, however this does not preclude the need
for bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue. If Hyperion will be designed for 55mph,
it will be critical to have fully-separated bike lanes (also known as cycle
tracks) across Hyperion Avenue. Sharrows will do absolutely nothing to
improve safety or comfort of cycling on Hyperion Avenue and besides the
approved LA Bike Plan calls for bike lanes, not sharrows.
Secondly, I am concerned about the part of this proposal that calls
for eliminating the sidewalk on the eastbound side and widening the
sidewalk on the westbound side of Hyperion. Of course, by eliminating
pedestrian access on one side, any trip made by foot across the bridge
suddenly becomes less convenient because if they approach the bridge on the
eastbound side, they are forced to cross to get onto the westbound side
then potentially needing to cross back to the eastbound side if that is
where their destination is. Maintaining pedestrian access on both sides of
the bridge will also offer pedestrians the opportunity to have more
fantastic views of the LA River from the bridge. I understand that
Garcetti, LaBonge, and O'Farrell are all champions of the LA River
restoration– there is no reason why we should lose pedestrian access on the
eastbound side of Hyperion Avenue as this will eliminate a unique vantage
point of the LA River and surrounding urban landscape that is so uniquely
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Los Angeles in its beauty.
Thirdly, 12ft and 14ft wide motor vehicle lanes are grossly excessive. It
is a well-known fact that wider lanes encourage and tolerate higher speeds.
What is the compelling reason to make lanes so wide when it will only allow
for higher speeds? I assume the response will be because Caltrans standards
call for minimum 12ft wide lanes. But what has this standard given us?
Streets are no safer when lanes are this wide. Throughout Los Angeles many
of the heaviest traveled streets have traffic lanes no wider than 11ft.
When the LA Department of Transportation wants to make streets safer, they
will narrow excessively wide lanes and create bike lanes. This proposal
goes against the city's own practice of narrowing lanes to reduce speeding
and improve safety. The basis of the wide travel lane standard assumes that
bicyclists are non-existant and that the societal goal is to have traffic
moving at high speeds. This may have been our societal goal in the 1970's
but we have realized that higher speeds and wider lanes lead to more
collisions in an urban context.
I am also opposed to any crash barriers. Crash barriers are a response to
excessive, dangerous, and illegal speeding by drivers. However, if this
bridge is to re-designed, it can be engineered to discourage speeding,
namely through the implementation of narrower travel lanes. Crash barriers
anticipate high speed collisions, this is why we have crash barriers
dividing traffic on freeways. However, this bridge, and our neighborhood
streets are no freeways nor should they be treated as such. The presence of
sidewalks and bicycle infrastructure on both sides of the bridge should
take precedence over a crash barrier for motorists. Ask yourself– what kind
of a proposal is this if it offers crash barriers for motorists but offers
no physical protection or consideration for cyclists?
I would also suggest a complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct
to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and
give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
What is being proposed is a dangerous situation that neglects to take into
the comfort and safety of people walking and cycling. It should also be
noted that high speeds across this bridge will degrade the experience along
the LA River as it will only add to the noise and stress one deals with
accessing the LA River on foot.
In reflecting on this project, I have some questions:
Does California not have a complete streets law– why is it being ignored on
this bridge proposal?
Does the LA Bike Plan not call for bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue– why is
this approved plan being ignored on this bridge proposal?
Will 12ft and 14ft wide lanes tolerate or encourage drivers to go faster
than having 10ft or 11ft wide lanes? If so, how does this make the bridge
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safer if higher speeds are more likely to cause vehicular carnage?
Does the current bridge proposal make it safe or pleasant for parents to
cycle with their children across Hyperion? If not, why are we not designing
the bridge so that families can safely and comfortably cycle?
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your time,
Severin Martinez
4658 Loleta Ave, 90041
-----
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Subject:

130930 0936

From: Jeff Cannon [mailto:cannon.jeffrey@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 9:15 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Hyperion is the only direct route connecting these two neighborhoods.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community.
Even as it stands, avid cyclists like myself go well out of their way to
avoid the Hyperion viaduct due to the lack of bicycle lanes and the
predominance of high-speed motorists. The current plan will certainly make
Los Angeles even less safe for cyclists and pedestrians alike.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turned that will make people drive even faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project not to be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jeff Cannon
Silver Lake resident and daily cyclist
3342 Hamilton Way
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 0951-1
From: Debra Beck [prubx@comcast.net]
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2013 6:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Ave Plans in L.A.
My daughter and her spouse live on Hyperion Ave. and ride their bikes to
work. I am fearful for them already; the removal of bike lanes will be
truly hazardous for them. Please work with Los Angeles to change the new,
drastic roadwork plans.
Thank you,
Debra E. Beck
-----
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Subject:
130930 0951-2
From: KEVIN HOPPS [kevinhopps@me.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 29, 2013 6:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: We don't need a Hyperion Freeway - Please build a safe Viaduct for
everyone.
Dear Ms. Podesta,
If we are going to make an honest effort to help Los Angeles combat climate
change and become an alternative transportation friendly county, we need to
take into consideration the needs of cyclists and pedestrians. Freeway
speeds have no place on city streets. Our streets need to be safe for
those who bike and for those who walk. Therefore, it is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for cyclists and pedestrians.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding.
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kevin Hopps
12015 Kling Street
Valley Village, CA 91604
-----
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Subject:
130930 1101-1 (Referenced as 131001 1509 in the E-mail Database)
From: Esther M. [mailto:esther90026@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 9:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Esther Mazmanyan
1454 Glendale Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
130930 1101-2 (Referenced as 131001 1506-2 in the E-mail Database)
From: Stephen Roullier [mailto:stephen.roullier@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 10:01 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
I was disappointed to learn that the plan recently unveiled for the
Hyperion Bridge contains insufficient provisions for improving pedestrian
and bicycle access and safety on the bridge. I believe that such a plan is
ill conceived and disregards the needs and wishes of the residents of the
surrounding neighborhoods.
I am a resident of Echo Park and I travel to Silver Lake and Atwater three
or four times a week via bicycle. I patronize businesses in those
neighborhoods and I ride the Los Angeles River bike path for exercise and
recreation. At some point or another, all bicycle routes from my
neighborhood to Atwater and back are difficult, dangerous and often both.
The Hyperion Bridge is the most direct route between Silver Lake and
Atwater, yet current conditions on the bridge make bicycle travel
hazardous, and pedestrian use highly unpleasant.
I believe that as Los Angeles becomes inevitably denser, the only way for
it to continue to function effectively is by encouraging modes of
transportation besides the use of the personal automobile. The Hyperion
Bridge is a classic design and an iconic feature of the neighborhood. We
now have an opportunity to update the functionality of that design with an
eye to the future of our city. I strongly urge you to change the current
plan - which turns the Hyperion Bridge into a dangerous mini-freeway with
no regard for the safe passage of pedestrians and cyclists - and instead
put your efforts into devising and supporting a plan that serves our entire
community.
Sincerly,
Stephen Roullier
1701 Clinton St. 90026
-----
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Subject:
131001 1501-1
From: Roscoe Gordo [mailto:roscoe.gordo@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 11:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Roscoe Aquilo-Gordo
-----
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Subject:
131001 1501-2
From: colintb@earthlink.net [mailto:colintb@earthlink.net]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 6:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta and Council Member O'Farrell,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake/Los Feliz and Atwater
Village/Glendale, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe
for people like me. There are currently three main routes across the Los
Angeles River and 5 Freeway in the area near the Hyperion Bridge (Los
Feliz, Hyperion, Fletcher) and NONE of them have bicycle facilities for
east/west travelers. The total lack of east/west bicycle infrastructure at
these three locations is the greatest obstacle for people on bikes who
might want to travel across the River and the I-5. Among the three routes,
Hyperion is the worst and the one most in need of improvement.
Everyone's needs can be met if the Hyperion project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. I'm very disappointed that
the current proposal falls short of serving the needs of people on bikes or
on foot. Specifically, I would like the Hyperion project to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
3. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding.
4. No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster.
5. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the City of
LA Bike Plan and Caltrans' complete streets policy. The Hyperion viaduct is
currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway
and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
Sincerely,
Colin Bogart
1340 N. Edgemont St.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 65

Subject:
131001 1501-3
From: jwhall @dslextreme.com [mailto:jwhall@dslextreme.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 6:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I neither bike nor walk between Silver Lake and Atwater Village on a
regular basis, however the proposed changes to Hyperion Ave are of grave
concern to me. It's alarming that a new design would totally ignore the
burgeoning "Complete Streets" concept this far into the 21st century.
The abandonment of the 2010 Bicycle Plan lanes fits perfectly into the
apparent mindset at work in developing this "improvement". The greatest
concern though is that it is just one in a myriad of future projects. With
that said, does it become the precedent for the future abandonment of
non-motorized transportation accommodations?
Think about it. Think about those affected by it. Maybe someone you know.
Sincerely,
John Hall
24812 Hoeseshoe LN
Newhall CA, 91321
-----
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Subject:
131001 1502-1
From: Thomas, Greg (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Gregory.Thomas@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 6:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Project
As someone who lives at the Atwater base of the bridge, and bikes, walks,
and drives between Silver Lake and Atwater Village EVERY DAY, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Traffic at this junction needs to be slowed down not sped up. I hear
horrendous crashes all the time and I fear they will only get worse with
higher speeds. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
And especially this:
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Greg Thomas
2974 Glendale Blvd.
Atwater Village, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131001 1502-2
From: cstegallucla@gmail.com [mailto:cstegallucla@gmail.com] On Behalf
Of Chris Stegall
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 5:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway? - Let's Make it Safe For Everyone!
Hey there,
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me
(and the rest of us voters). Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way-finding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and to discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and no banked turns that will only make
people drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Chris Stegall
11168 Acama St.
Studio City, CA 91602
-----
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Subject:
131001 1502-3
From: eric potter [mailto:echoparkguitar@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 5:11 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Marcel Porras
Subject: Request for Public Hearing - Hyperion bridge project
hello - this is from eric potter, most of us have met through my work with
the Bicycle Kitchen, though i'm writing you on a personal level.
this Hyperion Bridge plan sounds terrible. i commute by bicycle on that
bridge everyday to my studio. it is a little dangerous right now, but it
appears this new plan will make it even MORE DANGEROUS.
i'm REQUESTING A PUBLIC HEARING for this project. it is completely out
of scale for the neighborhood that it should serve.
sincerely,
eric potter
-----
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Subject:
1310001 1503-2
From: Daniel Martinez [mailto:danielmartinez323@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 4:02 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway! - Build a Safe Viaduct for ALL
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
(which is bad enough as it is)
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit. I pray that
you listen to my concerns which are consistent throughout the city. With
more LA citizens considering commuting via bicycles, it is imperative that
they are not discouraged by plans to making our streets into highway type
streets. It is dangerous enough having drivers zoom past us at 35 mph, if
this street turns into a 55 mph street with no bike lanes, it will be a far
more dangerous pathway that many use to head towards Silverlake, Koreatown,
Hollywood and beyond! So let's be more compassionate for each other
and let's start making moves towards a safer and bike friendly LA!
Sincerely, Daniel Martinez
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-1
From: Lance Kanawi [mailto:lanceka@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 3:27 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge rehab
I am a car-free resident of Los Angeles who finds myself making use of the
Hyperion bridge on a regular basis, both on foot and on a bike. I was very
disturbed when I heard about the plans to change the roadway on the bridge.
The proposed freeway-like redesign strikes me as a plan from a bygone era,
when the city was only concerned with flushing cars through the streets as
fast as possible. LA has clearly entered a new era of multi-modal
transportation, and those responsible for designing
large infrastructure projects like this need to catch up.
Specifically, there needs to be bike lanes on Hyperion Ave, as well as
ADA-compliant sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks. The traffic lanes
should be of standard urban-arterial width, to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding. The addition of a
crash barrier and banked turns will make people drive even faster, and is
probably the worst idea in the plan. Finally, we need a complete crosswalk
on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the
dangerous merge, since proper lane striping for cyclists in situations like
that seem to be beyond our traffic engineers at the moment.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the city's
bike plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently
the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your time,
-Lance Kanawi
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-2
From: Bronwyn Beck [mailto:bronwyn@jokeisup.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 1:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
I live on Hyperion Ave. just off the bridge and frequently walk and bike
into Atwater Village. Every day I see motorists speeding off the bridge in
front of my house at extremely unsafe speeds, and I oppose any plan that
would encourage even higher speeds along this corridor. I often feel unsafe
as a pedestrian and cyclist on the bridge as it is; any rehabilitation plan
would need to make the bridge safer and more accessible for people like me
who are simply trying to walk through their neighborhood, not more
dangerous.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Bronwyn Beck
3005 Hyperion Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-3
From: Sean Deyoe [mailto:seandeyoe@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 1:29 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway
Hello,
Like many other people, I was appalled to hear that the bike plan for the
Hyperion Blvd. bridge was being ignored and a new, freeway-like design was
being proposed in its place. I truly do not understand the logic of this.
Is the problem with this bridge that people are not able to go fast enough?
Certainly not. The problem is that people already do go far too fast.
Providing safety measures to allow for these speeds to continue rather than
mitigating the speeding itself would ultimately be counterproductive. It
would certainly be less safe for cyclists and pedestrians but also will
continue to be unsafe for drivers. If they can safely go 40mph, they will
go 55; if you increase it to 55, they will go 65 or 70. That's the way
driving works.
Inconveniencing -- and endangering -- cyclists and pedestrians so cars can
go a little faster for such a short distance is not only ridiculous, it is
shameful. If the current design is not safe for people to drive at the
speed they do (and it's not), then just add some speed bumps or something.
It's a bridge, not a freeway.
-Sean Deyoe
439 S. Hobart Blvd. LA, CA 90020
-----
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Subject:
131001 1504-4
From: Joe Bayes [mailto:jbayes@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 1:12 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please include pedestrian and bike access in the Hyperion Bridge
redesign
Ms. Podesta,
I was disturbed to learn that Caltrans and the BOE are proposing
redesigning the Hyperion bridge to freeway standards to accomodate 55mph
motorized traffic, to the detriment of pedestrian and bicycle users of that
bridge. The redesign has one substandard-width sidewalk and no bicycle
lane, contrary to LA's 2010 Bike Plan.
This bridge is in the middle of an urban area and connects two walkable
residential areas, and any redesign should reflect that.
Please design the bridge to calm traffic to a speed that's safe for
residential and pedestrian areas, and include bike lanes and ample
sidewalks on both sides of the bridge.
Thank you.
-Joe Bayes -- jbayes@gmail.com
-----
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Subject:
131001 1505-1
From: Mario Ramírez [mailto:unesceptico@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 12:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Ave I-5 bridge in Los Angeles
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am writing to register my objection to the Hyperion Ave bridge project as
currently designed, specifically the plan to build the lanes to freeway
standards with a 55 MPH speed limit. This is a dangerous and anti
neighborhood plan that is completely out of place in a dense city with
plenty of residents and pedestrians using the bridge and adjacent roads.
Please allow bike lanes and traffic calming to happen, los Angeles deserves
better than this car centric plan.
Mario Ramirez
-----
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Subject:
131001 1505-2
From: Ryan Gratzer [mailto:gratzer@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 11:26 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please make the Hyperion-Glendale bridges more bike/ped friendly
I read that the Hyperion-Glendale bridges are slated for a redesign, and
that they may be made even less bike/ped friendly than they are now.
I should note that I don't even bicycle (in LA - too dangerous for me).
But I drive over this bridge every day. I go with the flow of traffic,
which is usually 35-40mph. I don't understand the logic behind redesigning
a half mile long bridge that connects two business districts with 55mph
designs. These bridges aren't bottlenecks, and speeding drivers up just to
slow down again once they traverse the bridge doesn't do anything to
alleviate traffic. If anything, it will just encourage people to go faster
through Atwater and Silver Lake.
I think it's important to support connections between routes for all modes
of transportation. In Atwater on Glendale Blvd, there are bike lanes.
Those lanes disappear on the bridge, and don't reappear in Silver Lake.
Less people will use the lanes in Atwater if they can't make safe
connections from them to other destinations.
I hope you guys end up making design decisions that work for the long-term
future of all residents, regardless of their chosen mode of transportation.
Thanks,
Ryan Gratzer
-----
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Subject:
131001 1506-1
From: Dion Johnson [mailto:johnson.dion.b@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 8:38 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Tami Podesta,
I work and live near Silver Lake and Atwater Village. Believe me that is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Dion Johnson
-Dion Johnson | Studio
2640 North San Fernando Road
Los Angeles, California 90065
www.dionjohnsonstudio.com
213.321.6521
-----
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Subject:
131001 1506-2
From: Stephen Roullier [mailto:stephen.roullier@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 10:01 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
I was disappointed to learn that the plan recently unveiled for the
Hyperion Bridge contains insufficient provisions for improving pedestrian
and bicycle access and safety on the bridge. I believe that such a plan is
ill conceived and disregards the needs and wishes of the residents of the
surrounding neighborhoods.
I am a resident of Echo Park and I travel to Silver Lake and Atwater three
or four times a week via bicycle. I patronize businesses in those
neighborhoods and I ride the Los Angeles River bike path for exercise and
recreation. At some point or another, all bicycle routes from my
neighborhood to Atwater and back are difficult, dangerous and often both.
The Hyperion Bridge is the most direct route between Silver Lake and
Atwater, yet current conditions on the bridge make bicycle travel
hazardous, and pedestrian use highly unpleasant.
I believe that as Los Angeles becomes inevitably denser, the only way for
it to continue to function effectively is by encouraging modes of
transportation besides the use of the personal automobile. The Hyperion
Bridge is a classic design and an iconic feature of the neighborhood. We
now have an opportunity to update the functionality of that design with an
eye to the future of our city. I strongly urge you to change the current
plan - which turns the Hyperion Bridge into a dangerous mini-freeway with
no regard for the safe passage of pedestrians and cyclists - and instead
put your efforts into devising and supporting a plan that serves our entire
community.
Sincerly,
Stephen Roullier
1701 Clinton St. 90026
-----
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Subject:
131001 1509
From: Esther M. [mailto:esther90026@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2013 9:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Esther Mazmanyan
1454 Glendale Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131001 1515
From: C R [mailto:chrismredwine@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:37 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Hello!
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village (actually, I
cycle ALL OVER Los Angeles county, all day, every day! There is hardly a
street in LA that I don't use to transport myself around, via bicycle), it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
PLEASE! Let's make Los Angeles a safe and secure city, featuring
environmentally-friendly and health-conscious modes of transportation, more
readily available for the public. The only way to cut down on traffic
congestion, is to support Metro, Cycling and Walking! PLEASE, do not let
this important passageway become another extremely Un-safe zone, for people
who choose not to support a lifestyle with polluting, dangerous vehicles.
Thank you for listening and making the right choice!!!
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Chris Redwine
Currently residing in North Hills, 91402
Los Angeles resident since 2005
-----
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Subject:
131001 1516
From: Ben Cuevas [mailto:bencuevas@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:35 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ben Cuevas
1307 Maltman Ave. Apt. 1
Los Angeles, CA 90026
bencuevas.com
bencuevas@gmail.com
323-698-4000
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 81

Subject:
131001 1517-2
From: Kari Cassellius [mailto:smellslikechanel@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:54 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Plus, if you don't put I bike lanes I'm just going to ride my bike over
that bridge all the time anyhow and slow down traffic.
Sincerely,
Kari Cassellius
1710 Camino Palmero st #14
Los Angeles, CA 90046
-----
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Subject:
131001 1518-1
From: Jason Jenn [mailto:jasonrebegin@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Build a safe viaduct on Hyperion Ave
I am someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village
from time to time. I feel it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be
made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jason Jenn 4364 1/2 Melrose Ave Los Angeles, CA 90029
-----
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Subject:
131001 1518-2
From: William Schindler [mailto:brotherwm@att.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:16 PM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
Podesta, Tami L@DOT; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Hyperion freeway?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I
feel it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people
like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
William Schindler
2114 Hyperion Ave
Los Angeles
-----
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Subject:
131002 0724
From: Danila Oder [mailto:doder@usc.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta:
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I would like
to see the viaduct be 'calmed' to accommodate bikes and pedestrians as well
as cars. These two neighborhoods are characteristically low-rise and
pedestrian-scaled. A freeway-speed viaduct sets up expectations in drivers
that are soon to be disappointed, and makes for an incongruous transition
from freeway to neighborhood and vice versa.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs Narrower
traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and
discourage speeding No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Danila Oder
530 S. Kingsley Dr. #402
Los Angeles, CA 90033
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 85

Subject:
131002 0727
From: the one [mailto:larunner1@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:39 PM
To: 'William Schindler'; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Podesta, Tami L@DOT; 'Sam Gennawey - Katherine
Padilla & Associates'
Subject: RE: Hyperion freeway?
Mr. Schindler,
Perhaps you attended the informational meeting on the 25th at Friendship
Hall. It has also been presented at the Silver Lake NC governing board
meeting and at the SLNC Transportation and Public Works Committee meeting a
couple months ago. I have copied the representative San Gennawey on this
so he can hear your concerns. I do know that Council Member LaBonge
brought this project to the attention of the community on several occasions
a few years ago. I urge you to contact Mr. Gennawey and see where you can
make further comments on the project. He has been very open to listening
to the concerns and has been going out of his way to present the project.
Rusty Millar
SLNC
From: William Schindler [mailto:brotherwm@att.net <brotherwm@att.net>]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:16 PM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
Tami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; board@silverlakenc.org
Subject: Hyperion freeway?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I
feel it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people
like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
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William Schindler
2114 Hyperion Ave
Los Angeles
-----
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Subject:
131002 0728
From: Scott Epstein [scottevanepstein@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:34 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion viaduct
Dear Tami Podesta:
I write to you concerning the renovation of the Glendale/Hyperion viaduct
complex of bridges. A huge renovation such as this project offers the
perfect opportunity to accommodate all users, and I was very concerned to
learn that the current plans do not include bike lanes on Hyperion that are
in the 2010 bike plan, and is designed for fast traffic which would
endanger bicyclists and pedestrians. Making this bridge bicycle and
pedestrian friendly would also align to the city's commendable efforts to
revitalize the LA river.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Scott Epstein
608 N. Hayworth Avenue, Apt. 10
Los Angeles, CA 90048
-----
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Subject:
131002 1000
From: Thiago Winterstein [mailto:ticoinla@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 9:47 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who regularly bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I have often felt unsafe riding on the Hyperion bridge and have often
thought that the city could do a lot to improve it. Many riders I know and
ride with have commented on how unsafe that bridge is and I've heard
several stories of cyclists being injured when struck by cars on that
bridge, despite the cyclist riding safely and obeying the rules of the
road.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Thiago Winterstein
-----
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Subject:
131002 1310
From: Leni Fleming [mailto:lenifleming@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 10:20 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilman LaBonge and Mayor Garcetti:
I'm a longtime resident of Silver Lake and am writing to express my great
concern about the current plan for the Hyperion Bridge.
Los Angeles must move forward, not backward. Focusing solely on convenience
for automobile drivers (i.e. SPEED) is shortsighted. We need to be
encouraging alternative means of getting around town. Two of the most basic
are walking and biking.
The current plan for Hyperion virtually ignores both of these. Cyclists are
relegated to the shoulder, at the same time that cars are going at least
55mph right beside them. Pedestrians will have a single sidewalk on this
high-speed stretch of road. If, on the other hand, traffic lanes are
narrower and there are dedicated bike lanes as well as sidewalks on both
sides, everyone -- cyclists, walkers and drivers -- will get where they're
going with greatly increased safety. It is true that the drive might then
take a minute and a half rather than a minute -- but weigh that against a
safer, more pleasant crossing for all 3 groups!
This bridge has the potential to be a significant symbol of progressive
design for Los Angeles, with serious attention paid to cyclists and walkers
-- as attention is paid in other major cities.
We ALL benefit by encouraging biking and walking. Planning this bridge
with the sole goal of getting cars from point A to point B as fast as
possible harks back to city planning in the 1950s, and does not reflect
well on Los Angeles. We are more forward-thinking than that!
I appreciate your attention to my concerns.
Sincerely, Leni Fleming
2130 Apex Avenue
-----
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Subject:
131003 0805
From: Ben Nero [mailto:ben.nero@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 2:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion bridge.
Mrs. Podesta,
Please add some sort of bike infrastructure to the Glendale-Hyperion
project. I think that access is a major problem with the pedestrian bridge
for cyclists. The options for using a bike to get from Silver Lake the
Atwater Village will be go on some ridiculous, long, out of the way route,
or ride on the freeway like bridge.
Thanks,
Ben Nero
-----
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Subject:
131003 0808
From: Sally Schnitger [mailto:s.schnitger@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 3:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Sarah Schnitger
1549 Winchester Avenue
Glendale, CA 91201
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 92

Subject:
131003 0855
From: Susanna Schick [susanna@sustainablefashionla.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:12 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Public Servants,
I voted for Eric Garcetti thinking he would expand upon the revolutionary
work Villaraigosa did before him, in implementing the 2010 bike plan. I
feel so foolish for having trusted Garcetti.
A city of almost 4 million and growing does not have room for 4 million
cars. We need more than 1% of us to ride bikes. Not just at CicLAvia, but
everywhere, every day. I used to be one of those 1% until I had my pelvis
shattered by a car. Unfortunately it was an LAPD car, so there was no way
to prove this happened. I know perfectly well the fractures I experienced
are impossible falling off a bicycle at 18mph. But that's in the past, and
I want to move forward.
The PTSD has made it hard for me to feel safe enough to ride around LA like
I used to, so I rarely ride my bicycle now. But the LA river is the only
place where I do feel safe. However, the only roads that offer access from
the LA river to local restaurants are all terrifying. I would love to be
able to just pedal up to Silverlake for lunch, shopping, etc.
The city needs to become a safe place for cyclists. By making it safer,
more people will ride instead of drive, reducing traffic congestion,
freeing people's disposable income to be spent on local businesses instead
of gas, and making LA a more awesome place for everyone. Why wouldn't you
want that?
Even Ford has recognized that people don't want to sit in cars all the
time, and now offers a Ford-branded Pedago, as reported here:
http://gas2.org/2013/09/24/polaris-currie-and-pedego-talk-2014-electric-bicycles-interbike2013/
My article summarizing the research Ford did on the future of
transportation, the full book is something I'd be happy to share with any
of you. Practically every trend they identify shows people moving away from
cars into walkable, bikeable communities:
http://gas2.org/2013/07/01/forget-the-prius-effect-here-comes-the-matrix-effect/Please
do the right thing to make LA great. Portland only spent $60 million
over the past 18 years to become the most bike-friendly city in America.
We're spending over $1billion just to widen the 405!
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
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No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Many Thanks,
Susanna Schick, MBA
Sustainable Fashion LA<http://www.sustainablefashionla.com/>
919.265.9608
-----
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Subject:
131003 0858
From: John Samarjian [samarjohn@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:48 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: hyperion Bridge re construct
I live on Glendale
blvd facing Redcar park..the bridge is definately apart of my every day
experience. The speed of cars now traveling on this bridge is already way
to fast...to have a 55 mi zzone over it into glendale is madness and
extremely dangerous. The traffic congestion happens in the am for about 2
hours and just about the same in the evenings. It is not unbearable. The
reorganization plans sound just like everything the city does OVERBLOWN.
Someone really needs to return to the drawing table and come up with a plan
that takes into account the villages the road traverses. John W Samarjian
2982 Glendale Blvd. LA90039
-----
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Subject:
131003 0859-1
From: Leonardo Chalupowicz [sustainsl@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 10:54 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: LaBonge Tom; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Board SLNC
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Warm regards,
Leonardo Chalupowicz
Silver Lake Stakeholder
-----
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Subject:
131003 0859-2
From: Teresa Sitz [teresa_stewart_sitz@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 1:14 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Tami Podesta:
I am writing in regard to the Hyperion Avenue Bridge.
This is the year 2013 and we need to plan for our future. The future must
include pedestrians, bicyclists, mothers with children in strollers and
those in wheelchairs and on mobility scooters. The automobile cannot
continue to be our privileged form of transportation.
Please consider the following points.
There is no reason for the Hyperion Avenue Bridge to accommodate
speeds of 50 miles per hour and higher. This is not a long bridge and ends
rather abruptly at a stop light at Glen Feliz.
The bridge could be built to be traveled at normal speeds – 35 miles
per hour.
Without accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, strollers and
those in wheelchairs and on mobility scooters large portions of our
population will either be denied access between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village or will be required to take their own lives, and the lives of
others, into their hands on crossing. Making the bridge inaccessible to
these people is the same as exiling them in their own neighborhoods. This
must stop. People with disabilities MUST be accommodated and NOT be treated
as an afterthought or discriminated against.
People are not impaired – people with disabilities, mothers with
small children, the poor who do not have cars, those who have chosen to
live without supporting planet-destroying gasoline power – these people are
not impaired. The ENVIRONMENT is impaired. It seems you are choosing to
build this bridge with the intent of not serving, or excluding, the
above-mentioned people. Requiring people to travel an additional mile and a
half is not a viable alternative and is discrimination. This is
unacceptable in 2013.
Please redo the bridge design to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
3. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
4. No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
5. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit. This project could
be a major win for the City in terms of accommodating ALL people and
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especially those with disabilities.
I strongly recommend that you hold public hearings on this issue.
Thank you for your consideration. I hope you will do the right thing.
Sincerely,
Teresa Sitz
PS Notification of receipt of this email by all parties is greatly
appreciated.
-----
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Subject:
131004 0855-1
From: Ryan Johnson [mailto:rjohnson1848@gmail.com <rjohnson1848@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 9:39 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Please consider bike facilities on new Hyperion Ave. Bridge
Good morning,
I have reviewed the EIR for the redesigned Glendale-Hyperion Crossing
Bridges, and I am very concerned about the lack of dedicated bicycle
facilities in the plan, especially on Hyperion Avenue. This is a
topographically natural route for bicyclists, including myself, but the
traffic speeds on the bridge are very intimidating and dangerous. This
should be a great opportunity to include bicycle facilities on a new
bridge, which would encourage more bicycle travel between the communities
on either side of the LA River. And it would make it much safer for those
who do choose to travel by non-motorized means.
Thank you for considering a revision to the design of the bridges.
-Ryan Johnson
1118 Mohawk St, Los Angeles, 90026
-----
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Subject:
131004 0855-2
From: Wesley Reutimann
[mailto:wesleyreutimann@gmail.com<wesleyreutimann@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 2:44 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Public Comment for Hyperion Project - PLEASE include wider
sidewalks AND bicycle lanes
Dear Tami and decision-makers,
As a local resident who walks, bikes and drives in this area, I am very
familiar with the current dangerous conditions for bicyclists and
pedestrians who use this bridge.
This project has the potential to dramatically improve safety and access
for all road users, if it includes safe bicycle infrastructure and ample
space for pedestrians. Hyperion is the flattest route across the LA River
north of downtown. It is therefore an ideal corridor for cyclists, and was
therefore singled out by the L.A. Bicycle Plan for bike lanes.
I urge you to amend the project to include these Class II Bike Lanes, or
even better, Class I protected bike lanes!
Thank you,
-Wesley Reutimann
626-529-4615
-----
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Subject:
131004 0855-3
From: K Fanslow [mailto:kfanslow@msn.com <kfanslow@msn.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 4:05 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: support bike lanes on Hyperion/Glendale bridge
I urge you in the strongest possible terms to support bike lanes as the
Hyperion/Glendale bridge is widened. That the bridge is being WIDENED and
the city sees no need to install bike lanes that were approved the in the
city's 2010 Master Bike Plan is truly appalling.
Traffic travels very fast on this street. Installing the bike lanes will
not only provide a critical connector as the city expands its bike lane
network, it will also make the street safer for all users including car
drivers.
Far from being a "cyclist only" issue, installing bike lanes on the
Hyperion/Glendale bridge is first and foremost a public safety issue.
Furthermore, as our fire department and police forces are stretched more
thinly, as a city lets take a preemptive strike against the car crashes
that plague this city and consume far too much of the fire department &
LAPD's resources and manpower.
Support bike lanes on the Hyperion/Glendale bridge now.
Sincerely,
K Fanslow
-----
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Subject:
131004 0856
From: Robert deFerrante [mailto:rdeferrante@gmail.com<rdeferrante@gmail.com>]
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 11:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Ave Bridge
Ms. Podesta,
While the improvements to the Glendale Bridges are encouraging, the lack of
a bicycle lane promised on the Hyperion Avenue Bridge means that instead of
a smooth flow between the communities of Glendale, Hollywood, Silver Lake
and Atwater, the city will have a hodge-podge of half measures that don’t
get cyclists where they need to go in a safe and reasonable manner.
Please include bike lanes on the Hyperion Ave. Bridge!
Sincerely,
Robert deFerrante
Board Member, Pasadena Athletic Association
Pasadena, CA
-"Be yourself. Everyone else is taken."
--Oscar Wilde
-----
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Subject:
131004 0858
From: Jonathan Edewards [mailto:jedewards@gmail.com <jedewards@gmail.com>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 12:26 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bike Lanes must be added to Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct complex
Dear Tami,
I am writing to register my protest at the lack of bicycle lanes for
the Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct complex.
If we are going to replace these bridges, we need to ensure conformity to
the Bicycle Master Plan.
The Bicycle Master Plan calls for a dedicated (preferably protected, Class
I) bike lane on the Hyperion Avenue Bridge.
Therefor, the EIR is not in accordance with the Bicycle Master Plan.
Please add protected bike lanes to all the bridges and roads that
comprise the Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct complex.
The bridges must be re-built according to the best Complete Streets
policies.
Jonathan Edewards ? DOWNTOWN PASADENA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
507 S Madison Ave, Apt #5 ? Pasadena, California ? cell (626)
676-3466 ? home (626) 529-3089
www.downtownpasadena.org <https://downtownpasadena.wordpress.com/>
"Like" us on Facebook <http://www.facebook.com/DowntownPasadena>!
-----
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Subject:
131004 0859
From: Lisa Waldner [mailto:normandy17612@msn.com <normandy17612@msn.com>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:38 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bike lanes are not appropriate for the Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
To address the concern of a bikeable link between communities east and west
of the L.A. River and of a bike lane on the Hyperion Bridge in Atwater
Village, Glendale Boulevard has had a Master Plan in place for over a
decade, which did NOT include a bike lane, primarily for safety reasons. A
few months ago, Atwater Village came to discover that the plan had been
ignored through a 2010 vote by the Los Angeles City Council in favor of the
a citywide bike friendly plan. This resulted in the unsafe bike lanes we
now have on Glendale Boulevard: parked vehicles can and do open their doors
into bikers in the bike lane, as the lane runs adjacent to the parallel
parking on the northbound side of Glendale Boulevard.
Bike lanes are inappropriate on Glendale Boulevard, not only for this
safety hazard but also because this route is designated for use by 18-wheel
trucks making deliveries to grocery stores. Large trucks and bikes do not
mix.
Glendale Boulevard now has bike lanes, but the bike coalition would have
these lanes continue up and down the Hyperion Bridge. This is a recipe for
disaster. The better southbound solution would be to continue the bike
lanes on Glendale Boulevard, past Riverside Drive (UNDER the Hyperion
Bridge) and up the hill to Rowena Avenue. This route just makes more safety
sense. The northbound solution would take bikes on Glendale Boulevard from
Rowena to Riverside Drive, across the freeway and L.A. River, and onward
toward the city of Glendale.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.
Sincerely,
Lisa Waldner
Atwater Village Resident
Treasurer/Acting Secretary, Atwater Village Residents Association
Formation Committee, Atwater Village Neighborhood Council
-----
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Subject:
131004 0903-1
From: Husseini, Salah
[mailto:Salah.Husseini@disney.com<Salah.Husseini@disney.com>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 2:59 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am a resident of Los Feliz and utilize the Hyperion/Glendale bridge every
day during my commute by bicycle to work. I am writing to strongly
encourage you to support the addition of bike lanes to the upcoming
renovation and improvement plan for this corridor. The bridge is quite
treacherous for bicyclists, particularly in the evenings, and the addition
of bike lanes would make a tremendous difference for my commute and that of
hundreds of other cyclists and pedestrians. Not only would this change
help bikers like myself, I also believe it would help connect the
neighborhoods of Atwater and Silverlake/Los Feliz by creating a more
walkable and bikeable area that families would be more willing to utilize.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Salah Husseini
Senior Analyst
International Labor Standards
The Walt Disney Company
500 S Buena Vista St, Burbank, CA 91521-6706
Phone: 818-627-4576 | Tie Line: 8655-4576 | Fax: 818-627-4602
salah.husseini@disney.com
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
This e-mail message is confidential, intended only for the named
recipient(s) above and may contain information that is confidential,
privileged, attorney work product or exempt from disclosure under
applicable law. If you have received this message in error, or are not the
named recipient(s), please immediately notify the sender at
1-818-627-4576and delete this e-mail from your computer. Thank you.
-----
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Subject:
131004 0903-2
From: Alexander Moffat
[mailto:alexander.moffat@lacity.org<alexander.moffat@lacity.org>]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 3:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion Bridges
Please, Please, Please put in BIKE LANES if you build any bridges
anywhere - especially here. You have no idea how scary it is on a straight
stretch of road (ie a bridge) with cars flying past and no bike lane.
- - Alexander Moffat
-----
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Subject:
131004 1350
From: docfuel@aol.com [mailto:docfuel@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 8:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion bridge
To: Tami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov
cc:
bcc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta:
I am a pediatrician and cyclist who drives this route frequently to visit
my patients at Childrens Hospital. While I have an interest in better
traffic flow, I also believe that making more streets safer for cyclists
will help this traffic flow, as more people feel safe to commute or travel
by bicycle. I have friends that I cycle to meet in Silver Lake, but I dare
not take this route. To be safe, I have to travel from Glendale across to
the Equestrian Center, cross at Victory and take the bike path to Fletcher
and up from there. I am a strong cyclist, but what about those that can't
go many miles out of their way to cross the LA River?
Neither the Atwater/Glendale side of the bridge, nor the Silver Lake side
are built to handle fast moving traffic. The traffic lights at either end
make this untenable. It certainly might be a good idea to engineer the
bridge structure for future considerations, at this time, with our current
energy and environmental concerns, shouldn't LA be trying to encourage more
bicycling? Therefore, the bridge should be built with the following
considerations:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Richard H. Feuille, Jr., MD
Glendale, CA
-----
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Subject:
131004 1351
From: Tom McMahon [mailto:tmcmahon@origprod.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 8:05 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Tom McMahon
2101 Hollyvista Avenue
L.A., CA 90027
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 108

Subject:
131004 1407
From: Allen MD, Warren [mailto:Warren.Allen@stjohns.org]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 9:56 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Ave Viaduct
As the LA Times recently opined, Is LA ready to admit that non-motorists
such as pedestrians and bicyclists have a legitimate right to safe
transportation? I am worried that the recent preliminary plans for
Hyperion are so car-centric that any other use for this critical
thoroughfare would be impossible.
Now is the time to insure that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
non-motorists. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Warren M Allen, MD
1011 Pine St
Santa Monica, CA 90405-3923
-----
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Subject:
131004 1408-1
From: Katelin Mitchell [mailto:katelincherie@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:16 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Katelin Mitchell
-----
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Subject:
131004 1408-2
From: Vahe G [mailto:vahe.gulyan@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Vahe G
505 A N. Normandie ave, los angeles, 90004
-----
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Subject:
131004 1412
From: Alex Fay [mailto:alexcfay@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 11:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: LA River / Glendale-Hyperion Bridges project
Hi Tami,
I shared these comments with Councilmember O'Farrell's staff, and they
suggested I pass them along to you for inclusion in the official record.
Can you confirm that you've received and processed these, and if there has
been any consideration to the suggestions below, I'd love to hear it.
Thanks,
Alex
++++++++++++++++++
I run with my dog along the river quite often, and this morning I had an
epiphany about an easy couple improvements that could be done as part of
this project. They wouldn't cost much, and would really improve the
pedestrian flow along the river.
I usually run along the east side of the River - the side closest to my
house with no bikes! - starting from Fletcher and heading north. Once I
get to the Red Car Park, there is no path to get under/over Glendale Blvd,
so I tiptoe under the bridge on the uneven cobblestones OR I play human
frogger to get across Glendale Blvd so I can go down the I-5 ramp towards
Sunnynook Park.
There is also no pedestrian access from the river path to Glendale Blvd
from the North. The east side of the River trail just dead ends into the
side of the base of the bridge.
I think there are a couple improvements that would really encourage River
access:
1. Add a path/boardwalk under the bridge that connects the east side river
trail into a contiguous path. This could be a raised wood deck that leaves
7' of clearance under the bridge, maybe a couple lights, and a railing.
Or you could pour some concrete to make a solid, flat area under the
bridge.
2. On the north side of the Glendale Blvd bridge, along the east side of
the River, they could add a simple stairway (7 or 8 steps and a railing) to
let pedestrians get directly from the River path to Glendale Blvd.
Alex
---------
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Subject:
131004 1417-2
From: Ben Grangereau [bengranger@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 12:19 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
As someone who bikes, jogs, and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed
for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently
the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and
the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
A car-centric LA is an ideal of the past. Please make a Los Angeles
safer, more community-oriented city, not a place where cars fly
through neighborhoods at 55 mph. New construction project lend
themselves to making positive changes in our city, please don't pass
up this opportunity!!
Sincerely,
Ben Grangereau
1811 Lucretia Ave. LA, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131004 1417-3
From: ustrajem@gmail.com [ustrajem@gmail.com] on behalf of Christopher
Lovejoy [lovejoy.chris@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 12:09 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Christopher Lovejoy
2521 W. 5th St., Los Angeles, CA 90057
- Christopher
-----
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Subject:
131004 1418
From: Trenton Strong [mailto:trenton.strong@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 3:48 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Trenton Strong
832 E. Edgeware Rd.
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-t.s.
-----
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Subject:
131004 1419-1
From: Juan Felipe Valencia [mailto:jfvalencia@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 3:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Please, No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Mrs. Podesta,
Please pardon my liberty to email you directly concerning the new plans
that are being studied to rehabilitate the Hyperion-Glendale complex of
bridges over the 5 Freeway and LA River connecting Silver Lake to Atwater
Village.
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I bike everyday from my house to the LA River Bike Path through Fletcher
because I'm afraid of being hit while crossing the Hyperion bridge.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community.
It would be ideal for the project to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave. This would require narrower traffic lanes to
provide more space for bicyclists (and pedestrians) and discourage speeding
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way-finding signs
3. No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
4. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Juan Felipe Valencia
2449 Hyperion Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131004 1419-2
From: Benjamin Hyun [mailto:benjaminmhyun@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Benjamin Hyun
4237 Longridge Ave, Unit 404
Studio City, CA 91604
-----
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Subject:
131004 1420-1
From: neilbridge.uk [mailto:neilbridge.uk@googlemail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 2:45 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who regularly bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater
Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for
people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Neil Bridge, 2215 Baxter Street Los Angeles CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131004 1420-2
From: Owen Gerst [mailto:gogerst@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion to Highway standards
Hello,
Are you aware that Los Angeles, at one point in it's history, had the
largest mass transit system in the entire world? As the story goes, the car
and tire manufactures conspired to shut this system down so that they could
sell more cars and tires, and this is why LA today is a Car-centric city.
I am writing you in regards to your your current plan to design Hyperion
Ave to highway standards, and my thesis is that you are not being
intelligent or thoughtful in your design criteria; you are just maintaining
the corrupt status quo that benefits corporations and not the actual people
who live in the city.
Recently the city redeveloped a path along the river that is both
picturesque and functional; I both like it, and use it. In many ways this
path is becoming it's own “bicycle highway” because it is a safe way to
travel long distances without the risk of getting hit by cars. I am an
architect and artist, living in Lincoln Heights and I do not have a car. I
use this path to get to many places, one of which is atwater village. For
atwater village Hyperion is the logical exit ramp for bikes, yet your plan
make this passage way inhospitable for bikes.
What is gained by designing it to car highway standards? A few people
getting to their destinations by car a little sooner, but at the expense of
making it more dangerous for bikers. Why? It seems to be a plan born out of
thoughtlessness and lack of consideration for anything other than cars.
As I said, I don't have a car. I get around using the combination of my
bike and the metro. I moved here from NYC where I developed this life-style
and intend on keeping this life style. Part of why I choose to bike instead
of drive has to do with an understanding of the larger world in which we
live. The world dependent upon fossil fuels is in decline. The reason we
have all these wars and problems with terrorism is because we depend upon
fuel from the middle east. I don't wish to be part of the reason for being
in these countries and killing innocent people and destroying cultures.
Beyond that, this way of living is simply unsustainable. The costs
associated with driving are rising, making other transportation means more
attractive to everyone. The architect in me understands that if LA wishes
to be a vibrant city in the future it should stop being such a car
centric-dinosaur, and get with the program. Cities should have a
diversified portfolio of transportation options.
I'm happy with the metro and bike lane development that is going on, but by
designing Hyperion to highway standards you are missing out on an
opportunity to continue this development, and for the city to evolve
naturally and change with the times. You are missing out on an opportunity
to make LA a vibrant and diverse city of bikers, cars, and mass transit.
You are a dinosaur if you do this.'
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Sincerely,
Owen Gerst
-----
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Subject:
131004 1421-1
From: Ezra Horne [mailto:ezrahorne@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:25 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom LaBonge; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion "Freeway" - Build a Safe Viaduct for All Road Users
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
-Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
-Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
-Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
-No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
-A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ezra Horne
3944 1/2 Marathon Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90029
-----
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Subject:
131004 1421-2
From: Hallstead, Jeff (KMNOW) [mailto:Jeff.Hallstead@kantarmedia.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:14 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.gov; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway--Wider Sidewalks and Bikelanes
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wide sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
This project should be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe
bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can
change that and make all travelers benefit.
Jeff Hallstead
3159 Gracia St
Los Angeles CA 90039 (Atwater Village)
-----
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Subject:
131004 1422
From: Hadley [mailto:oldhadley@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 9:40 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway
Wake up, please. Bikes are here to stay. Your job may not be.
As someone who bikes AND walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jason Hadley
90039
-----
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Subject:
131004 1423-1
From: Jason Brown [mailto:jasontbrown99@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: The Hyperion Viaduct … Please read.
To all,
As a cyclist, I am concerned about the Hyperion Viaduct crossing.
Increasing this city's cycling infrastructure has the ability to relieve
congestion, improve health among its citizens, and build stronger
communities.
A common response I receive from people if I say I road from point A to
point B is, "Wow, you're brave." or "I would have never have thought to
cycle there. Its dangerous." If more space were allocated for cyclists on
our roads more people would be less intimidated of riding. We need bike
lanes that connect with one another. My girlfriend and I love the Atwater
farmer's market. We ride from Echo Park to Atwater fairly often but what
we dread is the crossing to get from Silver Lake into Atwater and vice a
versa. We also have friends that live in Atwater and while we'd love to
cycle over there for dinner parties and whatnot, the Hyperion crossing is
just too dangerous at night. So we always drive if we know we are going to
be there after sunset. The argument can be made that not a lot of cyclists
take that crossing, so why adjust it for more cyclists? However, I truly
believe that if the crossing were safer, there would be a significant
change in the number of cyclists using the bridge. "If you build it, they
will come." The change would result in more people cycling and fewer
people driving.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=pX8zZdLw7cs
Mikael Coville-Anderson on Infrastructure - He is an urban mobility expert
with Copenhagenize Consulting
I have found that LA is a city where people work hard and for long hours.
Many people don't have time to go to the gym. Many people are aspiring to
work in the film industry and essentially work two jobs just to get by. Or
they may be taking care of their families once they get home from work.
Studies have found that by engaging in moderate exercise on can reduce the
risk of heart disease, stroke, diabetes, and cancer by up to 50%. Since
our government is currently shut down because of looming issue of the cost
of health care and who should pay for it, wouldn't it be more cost
effective to encourage more exercise? The side affects of exercise also
give people more energy and can boost self-esteem. We could have more
productive, happy people working and living in L.A.!
An article from the BBC from Ocober 1, 2013 on a recent study regarding the
benefits of exercise and being healthy:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-24335710
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The Hyperion Bridge was constructed in the late 1920's. Without a doubt
the crossing needs restructuring. However, with today's population,
congestion, and growing concern over our community's health I plead with
you to include bike lanes and sidewalks for pedestrians in the new plan. I
agree with the LACBC's request for the following:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
Sincerely,
Jason Brown
1708 Clinton St.
L.A., CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131004 1423-2
From: Kyle Woodward [mailto:klelandw@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 10:47 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Build a safe viaduct for all!
To LADOT, Caltrans, et al. --As an Angeleno who bikes, walks, runs, takes mass transit, and --- yes!
--- even drives on Hyperion Avenue between Silverlake and Atwater Village,
I am concerned by the current plans to reduce non-automobile safety on the
Hyperion Viaduct. With limited river crossings, it is essential that the
available connectors take proper account of the fact that all transit from
one side of the river to the other must cross somewhere; as vibrant
sister districts, ensuring that the corridor from Silverlake to Atwater is
safe, controlled, and available to all transit modes is of the utmost
priority.
The viaduct renovation should and must include:
Bike lanes!
Widened sidewalks (the sidewalk under the bridge at the top of the
viaduct is a particular danger) and protected crossings (I challenge you to
try using the north sidewalk)
Speed-mitigation measures: there is no need to encourage reckless driving
with ridiculously large travel lanes
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kyle Woodward (cyclist, commuter, jogger, and Costco/Trader Joe's shopper)
4109 Normal, 90029
The mass transit options I am aware of avoid the viaduct, but the Glendale
Boulevard split at the base is unbelievably treacherous for pedestrians and
cyclists alike.
-----
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Subject:
131107 0928
From: Paul Romero [paul_romero818@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 1:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject:
Dear Caltrans and BOE
I am writing you today about the Hyperion bridge you guys are planning to
do work on in Atwater Village. I read a artical saying you want to post a
55mph zone and I most say that is ABSOLUTLY DANGEROUS! I went to John
Marshall High School and walking on that narrow side walk with cars flying
by just inches away then having to cross the street at the bottom of the
bridge, wait for it's safe to cross. I think it's a accendent waiting to
happen and I would hate to see young students having to go thru that.
Then theirs the case of bikes going thru their. It's would be unsafe and
unreasonible for cars to be going that fast when their are bicyclist going
thru their. Just think about what would happen. Theirs a guy riding his
bike, car is already at 55mph and all of a sudden he has to slow down/slam
on the breaks. The driver might hit the guy then by that time since he's
going so fast he would just go into the freeway and get away or he might
stop causing the car behind him to hit him.
I just see so many bad things that could happen if you put the speed at
55mph and I hope you guys come the sense that this idea is not the best for
this street.
Sincerly,
Paul Joshua Romero
-----
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Subject:
131107 0932
From: nancy wedeen [nanpsycle@icloud.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Bicycle roads & streets
Hello ...
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
We bike all over the LA area. We need safe streets.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Please consider carefully. Bicycle routes and/or lanes improve
communities!
Sincerely,
nancy & richard
we noho wedeens
??
Cycle & Recycle
Mini IPad
-----
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Subject:
131107 0933-1
From: Shannon ORourke [shannonorourke@me.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:30 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Shannon O'Rourke
2101 Hollyvista Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131107 0933-2
From: David P. Dapper [dpdapper@me.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 10:32 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, the project should include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will only encourage people to
drive even faster
A full-width crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans’ complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
David P. Dapper
1155 South Grand Avenue
#1411
Los Angeles, CA 90015
-----
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Subject:
131007 0934
From: Tomer Gurantz [tgurantz@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 1:40 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Tomer Gurantz
2009 Sierra place
Glendale, CA 91208
From: Eric Bruins [mailto:eric@la-bike.org]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 9:26 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Project IS/EA comments
Tami,
Please find attached LACBC's comments on the Initial Study/Environmental
Assessment for the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement Project.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.
Regards,
-Eric
-Eric Bruins
Planning & Policy Director
Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition
t: 213.629.2142, x127 / f: 213.629.2259
www.la-bike.org
Help build a better, bike-able L.A. County:
Become an LACBC member <http://la-bike.org/membership> today!
-----
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Subject:
131007 1316-1
From: Keith Pluymers [mailto:kdpluymers@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 11:59 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Los Feliz, Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Keith Pluymers
4408 Russell Ave APT 1
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1316-2
To: Tami.Podesta@dot.ca.gov
cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org, councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org,
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
bcc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear, Tami Podesta
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Jances Certeza
4445 1/2 Prospect Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1317
From: Joel Lozada [mailto:wisperjoel@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2013 7:44 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Good morning to all who are reading this email. I hope your day is going
well.
I am someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village. I am
writing to you today to show my agreement and to share my belief that it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me, and
others who walk and shop in that area. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Joel A Lozada
1838 Winmar Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90065
-----
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Subject:
131007 1318-1
From: todd wexman [mailto:twexman@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 6:53 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; Tom LaBonge
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; Tom LaBonge;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion bridge: Safe bridge for pedestrians and bikes
too!!!
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Todd Wexman
Todd Wexman
926 Tularosa Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90026
310/770-6211
twexman@gmail.com
-----
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Subject:
131007 1318-2
From: Amy Chatfield [mailto:achatfie@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 9:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Make Hyperion safe for bikers!
I bike between Silver Lake and Atwater Village about once a week (I live in
Franklin Hills). I would do this more often if there were a safe way to get
between the two communities. Currently I take my chances on Hyperion
Avenue; I was delighted to hear recently that this would be re-designed to
meet LA's future transit needs. However, I was entirely dismayed to learn
that the new plan does not include bike lanes, makes the sidewalk even
smaller, and does not include crosswalks.
It is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for bikers like
me and for pedestrians. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans' complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Amy Chatfield
-----
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Subject:
131007 1319
From: Mary Belton [mailto:mbelton@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 11:17 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mary Belton
3454 Waverly Drive #5
LA, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1320-1
From: Michael Nicholls [mailto:mrmikenicholls@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 11:23 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms PodestaAs someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave be safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through this urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mike Nicholls
Ivanhoe School Parent
Silver Lake resident
Local business owner
-----
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Subject:
131007 1320-2
From: Miles [mailto:wanuki@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 10:14 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Miles Hindman
1518 Talmadge St.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131007 1343
From: Alex Moore [mailto:alex.charlotte@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 1:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who frequently bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
Mayor Garcetti campaigned on a bike
friendly<http://lacbc.wordpress.com/2013/02/06/are-you-bike-friendly-eric-garcettiresponds/>platform
and events such as CicLAvia highlight the desire for a more bike
friendly Los Angeles. Simple changes such as a safe biking route between
Silverlake and Atwater would increase the number of bikes on the
road--leading to increased quality of life for all Angelinos.
Thank you,
Alex Moore,
841 Lucile Ave
Los Angeles 90026
-alexcmoore.com
www.fantastic-heliotherapy.com/
-----
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Subject:
131007 1618
From: J. Nordberg [mailto:look@t.hin.gs]
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 2:44 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
• Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
• Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
• Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
• No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
• A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
J. Nordberg
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131008 0730
From: Kelly Marie Martin [kellym43@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 12:43 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Good Afternoon
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kelly Martin
229 N. Union Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131008 1324
From: Matt Roberson [mailto:maroberson@live.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 9:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Matt Roberson
4210 Los Feliz Blvd, LA, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131009 0814
From: Siobhan Dolan [mailto:siobhan.dolan@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 10:28 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes out of Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. In Atwater, where I have
lived for over 6 years as a homeowner, I only have two ways to get out of
my neighborhood on my bike (Fletcher or Glendale). I have a RIGHT to use my
bicycle as my transportation therefore I have a RIGHT to be SAFE on my
roads.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Siobhan Dolan
3112 Madera Ave
Atwater Village, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131009 0817
From: erich bollmann [mailto:erich.bollmann@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 1:16 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: RE: Glendale Hyperion Bridge Proposal
Dear Tami Podesta,
I hope this finds you well.
Today I'm writing to express my profound disapproval and disappointment in
the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge redesign proposal. Turning an already
dangerous roadway - where cars speed and pedestrians must be intensely
vigilant in light of reckless motorists (reckless in that many have no
regard for crosswalks) - into a mini highway where cars are free to speed
at an outrageous 55mph is a recipe for disaster. Not only a disaster in
terms of lost lives, but also a disaster of missed opportunities - namely
the opportunity to move Los Angeles forward with a unique design that
embraces ALL ANGELENOS, not merely motorists.
As a patron of the Atwater Village area, I'd like to point out the high
levels of foot traffic up and down Glendale Boulevard. Shops, cafes, and
even the farmers market on certain days benefit from the sense of community
and civic space our sidewalks and outdoor seating creates. Unfortunately,
the bridge is monstrous obstacle that stops pedestrians right where they
could be making a leisurely uphill trek into nearby Silver Lake. Why not
create a bridge redesign that actively seeks a BETTER connection between
these two neighborhoods? Instead of further dividing them with a mini
highway.
While I understand we must make changes in order to protect our
infrastructure from seismic damage, I sincerely hope you won't sacrifice
the future of Los Angeles in order to do it. Individuals in our fair city
are increasingly giving up their automotive dependence, in pursuit of
healthy and sustainable freedom on bikes or on foot. Please don't look to
the past for already failed "solutions." I strongly urge the Division of
Environmental Planning to return to the drawing board and come up with a
design that accommodates ALL ANGELENOS.
Thank you for your time,
Erich Bollmann
-----
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Subject:
131009 0821-1
From: Kelly Thompson [mailto:kthompson1346@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 1:28 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Please keep our City moving forward!! Keep it safe, green and progressive.
Not the old Car Centric mindset. As someone who bikes or walks between
Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion
Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely Kelly Thompson 3916 West Point Place, LA, CA 90065
-Kelly Thompson
Website - untitled54web.com/ <http://www.untitled54web.com/>
Blog - untitled54.blogspot.com/
-----
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Subject:
131009 0822-1
From: Emily Camastra [mailto:emilycamastra@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 1:50 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Emily Camastra
3138 Glenmanor Place
Los Angeles CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131009 0822-2
From: Aaron Lawrence [mailto:aaron.lawrence@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 2:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Greetings,
I am submitting my public comment in opposition to the current proposed
configuration of the Hyperion Viaduct, as part of the Glendale
Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement.
I own a home several blocks from the base of the viaduct in Atwater
Village, and I drive or cycle the viaduct daily as part of my commute and
when shopping/dining/socializing between Atwater Village and Silver Lake.
This viaduct is a critical connection between these neighborhoods--one of
only three really connections that cross both the river and the 5 freeway
(Fletcher and Los Feliz Blvd. being the others). As both a driver and
cyclist, I've been looking forward to a project that would finally fix
design issues and rampant speeding that make the complex dangerous and
difficult to navigate for all road users. But the existing proposal would,
in many ways, make matters even worse.
By implementing a design speed of 55 mph, along with freeway design
features like mega-sized lanes, banked curves, and a freeway crash barrier,
the proposal would encourage even more dangerous speeding while ignoring a
decade of community input demanding that the City do something to reduce
the dangerous speeds on this bridge. These freeway-like elements have no
business being forced onto a critical connection between two sleepy
neighborhoods. The proposed design will dump freeway-speed traffic (going
55mph and higher) out into pedestrian-oriented streets made up of single
family residences, restaurants, and boutiques. This proposal is totally
inconsistent with the designation of Silver Lake and Atwater Village as
Pedestrian-Oriented Districts. Rather than engineering the road to conform
with the dangerous speeds driven by some drivers, the road should be
engineered to calm traffic and slow dangerous drivers down.
By focusing only on how to move cars across the viaduct at the highest
possible speed, the proposed design completely neglects and endangers
others who want and need to use the bridge. Instead of including a bicycle
lane and robust pedestrian accommodations in this major project, the
proposal is to include a single sidewalk on only one side of the street,
but with no safe way to access that sidewalk for those living on the other
side of Glendale/Hyperion Blvd. Pedestrians will have no choice but to walk
blocks out of their way or rush across many lanes of high-speed traffic to
reach the single sidewalk. As for cyclists, the project documents claim
that the proposal is "consistent" with the 2010 bike plan (which calls for
a full bike lane on this route) because cyclists can ride on the shoulder
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(!!!). I invite the planners of this project to try riding a bike on the
shoulder up a steep incline next to 55mph traffic with no bike lane or
separation and see if they still feel this way. Because this is one of only
three routes connecting the neighborhoods, cyclists are left with no other
options (other than some ridiculously circuitous routes--e.g.:
http://goo.gl/30DyMv). This will ensure that only the most hardcore
committed cyclists (or those without the means to drive) will walk or cycle
between these neighboring vibrant pedestrian-oriented areas. Rather than
design the bridge for everyone, in accordance with the complete streets
requirements and the 2010 bicycle plan, the proposal prioritizes only the
automobile (and the reckless speeding automobile instead of responsible
drivers content with going the speed limit, at that). This is ridiculous.
It is clear that--if the emphasis is taken off of accommodating the highest
speed traffic and instead placed on meeting the needs of all road
users--there are many better options for a bridge redesign. Implementing
lane widths consistent with a typical city street rather than a freeway and
foregoing a freeway crash barrier leaves plenty of room for a wide sidewalk
and bike lanes (even buffered/separated bike lanes), while discrouraging
dangerous driving instead of encouraging more speeding. I implore the City
and Caltrans to consider the lane configuration proposed by the LA County
Bicycle Coalition, which takes into account the character of the
neighborhoods, the 2010 bicycle plan, and the complete streets policy,
which makes the bridge accessible to all, which discourages reckless
driving, and which does nothing to reduce car capacity. Additionally, I
request that any redesign include the following:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I should add that I do appreciate the inclusion of the proposed red car
pylon footbridge, which will provide those south of Glendale Blvd. in
Atwater with convenient recreational access to the LA River Bike Path
(though without a complete crosswalk at the base of the bridge, this does
not help those north of Glendale Blvd.). And I appreciate the inclusion of
the partial crosswalk allowing access to the sidewalk for those north of
Glendale Blvd. in Atwater with safer access to the sidewalk (though without
a complete crosswalk at the base of the bridge, this does not help those
south of Glendale Blvd.). Both of these address real needs, but neither
confronts the greater problem that the Hyperion viaduct is the critical
connection between Atwater and Silver Lake, and it needs to provide a safe
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means of transportation between these neighborhoods for everyone, not just
move cars back and forth at the highest possible speeds.
Thank you for the consideration.
Sincerely,
Aaron Lawrence
3138 Glenmanor Pl., Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131009 0823
From: Danny Cohen [mailto:dco1@dco1.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 3:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
Hello,
I am a frequent driver of the Hyperion Glendale bridge, and would be
delighted to use a renovated bridge that reflects the realities of how
motorists are using it.
However, I am also a frequent cyclist of the Hyperion Glendale bridge who
would be even more delighted to use a bridge safe for humans, not just
cars. Perhaps a bridge with shade, sidewalks and bike lanes so I don't feel
like I might be struck when I am struggling to get up that incline (I'm
getting better) or switch lanes so I don't end up going into the freeway.
We need a bridge that reflects the realities that we want for the future,
not a bridge for cars today. I don't want some mini-freeway shuttling cars
between two islands of communities, but a multi-modal connection allowing
for real humans to move around Los Angeles on a human scale.
Please reconsider the proposed plans for the Hyperion Glendale bridge
because, as citizens, we should be catering to each other as humans, not
cars. Thank you for your time.
Danny Cohen
Los Feliz Resident
-----
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Subject:
131009 0826-1
From: Blair Miller [mailto:blairmiller1@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 3:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who lives in Pasadena and works in Los Feliz, and who bikes to
work occasionally, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made
safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Blair Miller
-----
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Subject:
131009 0826-2
From: Haruna Madono [hmadono@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 11:15 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I live across the bridge from Atwater Village, and I am scared to death
every time I access Hyperion on my bicycle. Not only are the sideways
barely usable, but there is no viable crosswalk to give me access from both
sides of Glendale Avenue. As it stands, the cars race across like it's a
highway, and I am surprised that no one has been killed by now. Please make
the changes necessary so all of us can use it safely.
Best,
Haruna Madono
3120 Rowena Ave
Apt 2
Los Angeles CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131009 0838
From: matthew.mooney.53 [matthew.mooney.53@my.csun.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 1:08 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion bridge viaduct
I am someone who would love to use the Hyperion bridge but I do not for
fear of being hit by automobiles that drive way too fast. Please in your
proposal include bike lanes on either side of the bridge, wide pedestrian
sidewalks on either side of the bridge, a place for bicycles to merge
safely with traffic when coming in to Atwater and a complete crosswalk from
the south side of Atwater to the bridge. I constructed a motion that passed
just last evening to oppose the current proposal for this bridge. I
desperately want Los Angeles to build more complete streets and move into
the 21st century and remain a global competitive City. I respect your work
so please take into consideration my suggestions.
Sincerely,
Matthew Mooney
-----
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Subject:
131017 0815
From: Megan Wade [mailto:megan@skylightbooks.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 12:15 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; assemblymember.gatto@assembly.ca.gov
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Without Bike Lanes: Both Dangerous and Bad for
Economic Development
To those with influence over the decision regarding the redesign of the
Hyperion Bridge:
For the past year I have commuted by bike from Montrose to Los Feliz
through Glendale. I chose not to use Los Feliz Blvd. for that commute
because of the number of large trucks; nor do I use any of the currently
marked bike/pedestrian infrastructure because of its complete inconvenience
and the amount of time it adds on to my commute. Instead, I have used the
Hyperion Avenue bridge, with the belief that one day there would be bike
lanes and improved infrastructure and this commute would be much safer.
Now I have learned that new plans call for the bridge to be designed to
allow for cars traveling at 55+ miles per hour. You can imagine my shock.
Personally, I am already in the process of moving out of the LA area
because it has been so frustrating, in my years here, to try and navigate
the city via bike and public transit. Yes, there are changes, but when I
hear about 'improvements' like this, I can only feel vindicated in my
decision to leave.
Still: I have friends and colleagues who will still be here, and that's why
I'm writing. Because I encouraged them to give biking a try and recommended
this route, and I would hope that in giving that recommendation I would not
be putting them in danger. For their sake, as well as the sake of all the
cyclists who in navigating those paths for the first time will think it
natural to jump from the sharrows on Rowena to the bike lanes on Glendale
in Atwater, do not let the project proceed without new, safer
infrastructure for cyclists.
Furthermore, I strongly believe that improved cycling and pedestrian
infrastructure on the bridge will be a boon for local business in both
Silverlake and Atwater Village. There are currently amenities in both
neighborhoods that are inaccessible by foot because of the unsafe
conditions on that bridge, that would be within walking distance for
residents on one side or the other. I believe that businesses in Atwater
would see an increase in the number of visits from Silverlake residents,
and those Atwater residents going to Trader Joe's or Gelsons would suddenly
be able to do so by bike or foot, lessening the incredible congestion that
exists in that area. In this way, I don't think that decisions about the
design plan for the Hyperion Bridge should take into consideration only
environmental or safety factors; an excellent design could greatly impact
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the economic development of these areas long into the future.
As a resident of Montrose, I have seen first hand the positive impacts of a
pedestrian-focused design for Honolulu Ave. on our downtown business
district. It's part of what makes Montrose such an amazing place to live,
and what allows us to have so many wonderful small businesses. And as an
employee of an independent business myself (Skylight Books, in Los Feliz) I
certainly hope that you will take the health of such businesses into
account when making decisions like this. So much of our business depends on
foot traffic; so I truly think it's a shame, anywhere, when high-speed car
traffic destroys the opportunity for independent businesses to succeed.
I believe the LA County Bicycle Coalition and many other groups have put
forward alternative designs for the bridge that are not only feasible but
will protect the safety of all commuters and truly benefit both of these
neighborhoods. I greatly encourage you to consider these designs over the
current dangerous and ill-conceived car-focused proposal.
Sincerely,
Megan Wade
3921 1/2 Ocean View Blvd.
Montrose, CA 91020
-----
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Subject:
131017 0819
From: Sanchez, Lawrence (CDPH-DDWEM) [mailto:Lawrence.Sanchez@cdph.ca.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 2:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Build a Safe Viaduct for All - No Hyperion Freeway - Glendale
Hyperion Complex of Bridge Improvement Project
Dear Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California DOT7
As someone who bikes, walks, drives and rides between Silver Lake and
Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that the Glendale Hyperion
Complex of Bridge Improvement Project be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. I attended project workshop on 9/25/2013
and was happy to discuss the project with all in attendance. Specifically,
I would like the project to include:
1.
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave in accordance with the 2010 Los
Angeles Bike Plan
2.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way finding
signs
3.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
4.
No crash barrier and banked turns maximize bridge real estate
for automobiles so people drive faster than necessary for the posted speed
limits surrounding streets
5.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
6.
Crosswalk ramp on both sides that facilitate bicycle traffic
entering or exciting sidewalk
7.
A crosswalk on the Rowena Ave, Silver Lake end of the viaduct
to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd.,
preventing jaywalking and improve pedestrian way finding
8.
Minimize grating on the bridge which collects debris and
creates a hazard for cyclists
There is enough room on the bridge to accommodate pedestrian & bike traffic
better, & slow car traffic down to make it safer & more pleasant for
everyone. There's no point in allowing or encouraging drivers to speed up
to freeway speeds to cover the short distance that these bridges span.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and benefit all travelers.
Sincerely,
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Lawrence Sanchez
2053 N. Vermont Ave. Apt 6
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131017 0821
From: Herb Agner [mailto:herbagner@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 10:11 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge project
Ms Podesta,
I understand from LA County Bicycle Coalition that no bike lane is planned
in plans for the rehabbing of this ancient bridge, and that we need to
lobby you, city govt, etc for a public hearing to discuss. Safe and easily
accessible bike lanes along this corridor are essential, given the rapidly
growing car traffic in Silver Lake and Atwater Village. If we need a public
hearing to convince the powers-that-be of this, then consider this my
"lobbying" for that hearing. Thanks
Herb Agner
-----
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Subject:
131017 0919-1
From: Susannah Lowber [mailto:susannahlowber@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 8:23 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: NO Hyperion Freeway- Build a safe viaduct for all
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I travel this bridge two to five times a week and it is already scary as a
cyclist with the current speed. Everyone's needs can be met if the project
is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Susannah Lowber
1326 Douglas St.
LA, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 0919-2
From: ~rajni~ [mailto:rajnianne@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 9:09 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like
me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians
and to discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access
the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an
alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
-----
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Subject:
131017 0920-1
From: Rebecca Joyce [mailto:rebeccaejoyce@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 8:52 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Rendering Hyperion inaccessible to cyclists forces me and many others to
ride on Los Feliz Blvd, which is far more dangerous than even the current
Hyperion crossing. I also frequent businesses on both sides of the bridge
and know that when traffic flows off the bridge at high speeds it makes for
dangerous crosswalks for several blocks in either direction. Everyone's
needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through
an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include: Bike lanes on
Hyperion Ave. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding. No crash barrier and banked turns that
will make people drive even faster. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end
of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of
Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous
merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit. I also request a
public hearing on this matter.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Joyce
1724 N Edgemont Street #416
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131017 0920-2
From: Gabriela Nuñez [mailto:nunez.gabriela@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 1:42 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: tom.labonge@lacity.org, councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org,
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Gabriela Nunez
1130 Rossmoyne Ave. Glendale, CA 91207
-----
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Subject:
131017 0920-3
From: Ben Guzman [mailto:ben.guzman23@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ben Guzman
Historic Filipino Town
-----
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Subject:
131017 0925
From: EsterNLenny@aol.com [mailto:EsterNLenny@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 3:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Please, NO bicycle lanes on the Hyperion Bridge
To Whom It May Concern,
We have lived in the area close to the Hyperion Bridge since 1960 and have
used the Hyperion Bridge for most of those years. As such, I am greatly
concerned about the safety of everyone using the bridge, including the
youth that use it going to and from John Marshall High School.
The discussion about the bicycle lanes on the Hyperion Bridge is important
but the demand is demeaning. How can it ever be feasible to narrow the
lanes on the bridge for car drivers, who count in the thousands as daily
users, to give room to make a bicycle lane for maybe 100 users?
Has thought ever been give to car drivers as well as cyclists? And the flow
of traffic? It has been noticed how car drivers slow down for bicyclists in
the designated lanes, and this causes the flow of traffic to slow down and
even to stop. But often cars have to slow down because so many bicyclists
do not adhere to traffic lights nor to stop signs. In other words, what
would make cyclists more dependable or safety-minded on the Hyperion Bridge
than what has been observed on general roads in Glendale and Atwater
Village? There is much to consider when making sure that safety is the
first concern.
In addition, I don't understand how safe bicycle access on to and off
of the bridge can be achieved. Two lanes need to be crossed to get on
and off the bridge, which would make it VERY unsafe for both bicyclists and
motorists.
This sounds like the tail wagging the dog, with the cyclists demanding
change from the decision-makers and forcing their will on
the neighboring communities. And this should not happen.
Thank you,
Evy and Jim Todd
-------------
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Subject:
131017 0934-2
From: longlegged.guy@gmail.com [mailto:longlegged.guy@gmail.com] On
Behalf Of Aaron Sosnick
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:31 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who frequently bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I
call on you to ensure that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for all.
Bike lanes were called for in the 2010 LA Bicycle Plan. It's outrageous
that rehabilation plans for this complex totally ignore this plan.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Aaron Sosnick
2243 East Live Oak Drive
-----
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Subject:
131017 0939
From: Alex Rixey [mailto:alexrixey@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Avenue - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who travels between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like me. I
regularly use the bridge both as a pedestrian and motorist, and would like
to be able to bike across as well.
When training for the L.A. Marathon, I regularly cross the Hyperion bridge on
foot en route from my home in Franklin Hills to the L.A. River Bike Path
and Griffith Park beyond. In the bridge's current auto-oriented
configuration, the sidewalk ends abruptly on the Atwater Village side in
the middle of four lanes of fast-moving traffic, and requires me to cross
at an unmarked location, creating an unsafe condition both for me and for
motorists on Glendale and Hyperion. As a marathoner-in-training, I am able
to make the sprint to the other side; it would be impossible for someone
moving at comfortable or reduced walking speed or in a wheelchair to cross.
I also regularly patronize restaurants and businesses on Glendale Boulevard
in Atwater village, and regularly travel to my gym just across the border
in Glendale. I am an avid cyclist and would like to visit these businesses
by bike: the short two miles from my home to Atwater Village should be a
quick and pleasant bike ride. I regularly commute to Downtown on city
streets and ride recreationally on PCH and Mulholland drive, but I do not
feel safe on Hyperion Avenue. The unsafe biking environment leaves me no
choice but to drive or risk serious injury or death. This results in my
making additional vehicle trips that create congestion and pollution in my
neighborhood.
I understand the need for motorists to cross the bridge. Even with better
walking and biking facilities, I would continue to make some trips to
Atwater Village and Glendale by car. However, safe walking and biking
facilities would make it possible to walk, jog, and bike to Atwater
Village, saving me money and improving my health while improving safety,
reducing traffic congestion and reducing emissions for everyone in the
community. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
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·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and benefit all travelers.
Sincerely,
Alex Rixey
1426 Talmadge Street
Los Angeles, CA 90027
Council District 4
-----
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Subject:
131017 1029
Attachments: comment cards sept 25 mtg.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: michael macdonald [mailto:michael.s.macdonald@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:53 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe River Crossing for All Users
Ms. Podesta,
I write as a resident with great concern for the current plans to
reconfigure the Hyperion/Glendale viaduct crossing between Silverlake and
Atwater Village. The plans as presented appear to be out of sync with the
community character and intended use of this connection, as well as with
the City's Bicycle Master Plan and modern urban roadway design standards.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Protected bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier or banked turns that will encourage vehicles to drive
even faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater Village end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
The incorporation of a river crossing from the L.A. River Bike Path is not
sufficient to accommodate bicycle or pedestrians to commute between
Silverlake and Atwater Village. There is no reason for this project to not
be consistent with the bike plan, Caltrans complete streets policy, and
Federal Highway Administration routine accommodation regulations. The
viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the
5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and to the benefit
of all road users.
Sincerely,
Michael MacDonald
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Subject:
131017 1049
From: michael culhane [mailto:michael_culhane@mac.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 7:31 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale complex of bridges over the 5 Freeway and LA
River connecting Silver Lake to Atwater Village
Dear Ms.Tami Podesta, Mr. LaBong, Councilmember Farell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I am concerned about the plans for the Hyperion-Glendale complex of bridges
over the 5 Freeway and LA River connecting Silver Lake to Atwater Village.
They are a death trap for any Bike trying to use them. PLEASE make sure
that a bike lane becomes part of the plan for each of them. Bike are the
future of LA and bike deaths will slow that progress.
Sincerely,
Michael Culhane
-----
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Subject:
131017 1055-1
From: Bill Clare [mailto:bill_clare@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 9:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge-bike lanes and sidewalks
Dear all,
I recently heard about the proposed changes to the Hyperion Bridge and was
shocked by the plan. I lived in Atwater Village for a time and used to walk
up the bridge to get to Trader Joe's. I was amazed at how unsafe it was
for pedestrians. I also bike along it to get into Hollywood as there are
not many alternate routes to get over there. Every time I ride over that
bridge I fear for my life. I figured with a renovation on the way, the
city would take the opportunity to make the bridge a way to bring the
communities of Silver Lake, Edendale and Atwater together as well as
connecting existing and planned bike paths. Instead you've planned to
build the smallest freeway ever. Now is the time to bring the Hyperion
Bridge back to it's former glory and let it help bring communities back
together as well as add to the LA River beautification project.
Here is what the project should include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Bill Clare
-----
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Subject:
131017 1055-2
From: Em Jay Dee [mailto:likable.enough@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 8:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
Hello,
As a pedestrian who routinely crosses the Glendale-Hyperion Bridge on
foot, I am very concerened with the proposal to retrofit the span. When I
first heard the news there was a plan to upgrade the bridge, I was excited
by the idea that maybe the bridge would become a a safer, more pleasant
span to cross on foot or bike. Then I saw the details of the plan. The plan
expands the roadway to freeway standards (accomidating motorists who
routinely drive over the speed limit at 55 mph) instead of calming the
traffic along the road, and enforcing current speed limits (which would
make the crossing safer for pedestrians and cyclists). This is a grave
mistake and one I urge you to change. We have an opportunity to correct 50
years of auto oriented planning principles in Los Angeles and this plan,
although well intentioned, only continues these mistakes and furthers our
traffic problems. Removing a pedestrian sidewalk on the eastside and making
no room for bikes in exchange for road expansion, higher speeds and freeway
style road barriers is not the way to improve life for our community. I
urge you to rethink the elements of the plan that take away from
pedestrians to facilitate speedy motorists. 35 mph for this road is
approiate and by this sound clip, many of my neighbors think so too
https://soundcloud.com/hyperionpubliccomment/what-is-the-design-speed-of
Thank you for your time,
Matt Diaz
-----
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Subject:
131017 1055-3
From: Olivia Offutt [mailto:ooffutt@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 9:47 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Olivia Offutt
3400 Poly Vista
Pomona, CA 91768
-----
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Subject:
131017 1056
From: Lawrence Rogow [mailto:lrogow@loop.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 11:09 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Lawrence Rogow
Chairman
5670 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1300
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323) 904.4090 direct line / (323) 965.5411 fax
rogow@loop.com
-----
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Subject:
131017 1057
From: SkiDaily@aol.com [mailto:SkiDaily@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 7:45 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway
Tell me it is NOT true that you are designing "improvements" to the
Hyperion Bridge over the L.A. River/I-5 Freeway without considering
and accommodating ALL users (cars, bicycles and walkers).
Tell me it is NOT true that you are designing "improvements" to the
Hyperion Bridge and ignoring the 2010 L.A. City Bicycle Plan which
designates the Hyperion Bridge for BIKE LANES.
What exactly was the purpose of having spent all the time and money to
develop a BIKE PLAN, if it is not going to be followed?
SHAME on you all for allowing this proposal to even be considered ... let
alone get this far.
Andy Miliotis, 10 year CCC Participant - since 2004 - and more until we
find a cure ...
600 S. Curson Avenue
#325
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(818) 384-5290 cell
Please join me in supporting the Arthritis Foundation in its efforts to
find a cure for "arthritis" and related diseases. Each year since 2004, I
have bicycled from San Francisco to L. A. as a way to honor my 100 year
old Mother who passed away on August 13th and had been suffering with
arthritis since age 28 and to raise money to help find a cure for the
40,000,000 Americans and 300,000 children (yes, this is not only an "old
person's" disease) with some form of Arthritis.
Visit www.californiacoastclassic.org for more info. Be sure to view the
"Camp Esperanza video". I have set a personal goal of raising
$20,000.Please help me reach this goal by DONATING
on line at our secure web site at http://afcabikeclassic.kintera.org/andy or
send a check to me payable to the "Arthritis Foundation". Thank you so
much for your generosity and support. Working together, I know we can make
a difference. Next ride takes place 9/28 - 10/5/13.
-----
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Subject:
131017 1058
From: Rachel Bennett [mailto:rachelacbennett@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 9:04 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Consider public health, equity, and safety
for all!
As a public health professional, urban planner, and someone who bikes or
walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe ALL people. Everyone's needs can be met if
the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban
community. PLEASE CONSIDER PUBLIC HEALTH AND EQUITY IN THIS IMPORTANT
PROJECT! Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit. Thank
you very much for your attention.
Sincerely,
Rachel Bennett
3360 Hamilton Way, Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1106-2
From: Melody Brocious [mailto:melodybrocious@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Build a Safe Viaduct for All - No Hyperion Freeway - Glendale
Hyperion Complex of Bridge Improvement Project
Dear Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California DOT7
As someone who bikes, walks, drives and rides between Silver Lake and
Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that the Glendale Hyperion
Complex of Bridge Improvement Project be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. I attended project workshop on 9/25/2013
and was happy to discuss the project with all in attendance. Specifically,
I would like the project to include:
1. Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave in accordance with the 2010 Los Angeles Bike
Plan
2. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way finding signs
3. Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
4. No crash barrier and banked turns maximize bridge real estate for
automobiles so people drive faster than necessary for the posted speed
limits surrounding streets
5. A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
6. Crosswalk ramp on both sides that facilitate bicycle traffic entering or
exciting sidewalk
7. A crosswalk on the Rowena Ave, Silver Lake end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd., preventing
jaywalking and improve pedestrian way finding
8. Minimize grating on the bridge which collects debris and creates a
hazard for cyclists
There is enough room on the bridge to accommodate pedestrian & bike traffic
better, & slow car traffic down to make it safer & more pleasant for
everyone. There's no point in allowing or encouraging drivers to speed up
to freeway speeds to cover the short distance that these bridges span.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and benefit all travelers.
Sincerely,
Melody Brocious 900 east 1st street LA CA 90012
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 177

Subject:
131017 1106-3
From: Tricia Robbins [mailto:tricia.d.robbins@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:17 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Hyperion / Glendale is wide enough that it can be designed to accommodate
pedestrians, bicyclists’, and motorists needs at speeds appropriate for an
urban community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
-·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- · Wider sidewalks on both sides of Hyperion / Glendale and
well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- · Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and to discourage speeding
- · No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
- · A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the Los
Angeles bike plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is
currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway
and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
Sincerely,
Tricia Robbins Kasson
1952 Rodney Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
tricia.d.robbins@gmail.com
(323) 552-3231
-----
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Subject:
131017 1106-4 (Referenced as 131108 0855 in the Letter Comments
Database)
From: daveedkapoor@gmail.com [mailto:daveedkapoor@gmail.com] On Behalf
Of Daveed Kapoor
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:34 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion Bridge
I am writing to express my concern over the proposed retrofit of the
Glendale Hyperion Bridge. I do not support the proposal. This bridge is a
vital connection between Silverlake and Atwater Village, currently is a
dangerous bridge to walk, bike or drive across & the proposed retrofit will
make it even less safe for all users.
I dont support the median in the center or eliminating the sidewalk on one
side - this is not historically compatible with the original bridge and it
is a downgrade in terms of safety and quality of place.
I am appalled that there will be no bike lanes on the bridge - bike lanes
were promised on this bridge as part of the bike plan, it is essential
per Caltrans
Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) to provide for the mobility needs of
bicyclists and pedestrians.
The proposed new ped/bike bridge on the river path does replace the
function of bike lanes or sidewalks on the bridge itself. This new
proposed ped/bike bridge does not connect directly to Glendale or Hyperion,
in order to access this new bridge a user would have to take a dangerous
circuitous path illustrated in the attached map sketch. Also there already
is the Sunnynook Ped/Bike bridge just 1000 to the north so there is no real
added function with this new bridge.
I urge the Department of Transportation to require this proposed bridge
modernization project to be re-designed to accomodate all users. Bike and
Ped access must be maintained and modernized.
Thank you.
daveed kapoor 323 252 8510 california architect C32812
-----
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Subject:
131017 1107
From: easwaran@gmail.com [mailto:easwaran@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Kenny
Easwaran
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 10:33 AM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Podesta,
Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Ave
I'm sure you're getting plenty of messages about the importance of the
Hyperion Ave viaduct for cyclists and pedestrians wanting to cross the LA
river, and the 5 freeway. But you should also note that no matter how many
bridges you build across the river and freeway, it's still quite difficult
to get from the neighborhoods of Silver Lake and Los Feliz down to
Riverside Dr. The ridge line of the hills is just as much a barrier as the
freeway and the river. Glendale Blvd is not yet usable by cyclists and
pedestrians, and Los Feliz Blvd is nearly as bad. Hyperion is the best
chance for a straight route, connecting to the bike lanes on Griffith Park
Ave, and the neighborhood bike route on St. George St.
There is plenty of space on the bridge for 8 feet width of protected
cycletracks next to the protected sidewalk, if the traffic lanes are
11 feet wide instead of 12 and 14. If the worry is that cars are going too
fast for 11 feet to be adequate safety, then we need design features that
psychologically encourage drivers to proceed at a safe speed, rather than
design features that encourage them to speed up even more.
From my house just off Fountain Ave, at the foot of Hyperion Ave, I am much
more likely to bike the three miles into Hollywood, or the five miles into
Downtown, than the two miles into Atwater, because the bridge is scary, and
no better alternatives exist to crossing the three barriers of the
ridgeline, the freeway, and the river.
Please make this bridge safe and usable for all!
Kenny Easwaran
-----
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Subject:
131017 1109-1
From: bergstressers@sbcglobal.net [mailto:bergstressers@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 12:10 PM
To: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway !
Councilmembers O-Farrell, LaBonge, Mayor Garcetti and Ms. Podesta As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy! The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Judy Bergstresser
1945 Meridian Ave.
South Pasadena, CA 91030
-----
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Subject:
131017 1109-2
From: James Todd [mailto:james@uxd.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 11:29 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Blvd. - Hyperion Ave. Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project
Dear Ms. Podesta,
When I heard of this project many years ago, I was very apprehensive as to
what would become of the historical bridge. I know it needed earthquake
retrofitting, but at what cost?
I see all of the fine work the engineers through diligence and community
input have accomplished with their plans, very impressive.
To see now at the eleventh hour, how a group of purported outsiders seem to
be throwing a wrench in the project is disgusting. All of this work to be
put in jeopardy for the addition of a bike path? This doesn’t sit well
with me.
Growing up in the area (Elysian Heights) and having lived in Glendale for a
number of years before returning to Elysian Heights, I have travelled this
bridge complex in one aspect or other since as long as I can remember,
often several times in a day. I can tell you from common experience, this
is no sane place for a bike path. It is simply too dangerous and to make
it somewhat safe, well there goes the whole project in my opinion:
1.
1. Narrowing the lanes would do
nothing but make it more dangerous for both motorists and cyclists.
2. Removing the median barriers would make it less safe for drives as well
(imagine driving on the I-5 without a divider).
3.
The cost is simply not worth reworking or scrapping the time,
energy and money already invested in this project.
And finally:
4. How many of these bicyclists have ever or would ever use this?
I see a simple solution in widening the pedestrian crossing over the river
using the existing Red Car piers. This would not only be a cheaper
solution, but a much safer one at that and a chance to repurpose part of
old Los Angeles. If this is not an option financially, cyclists can be
instructed to walk their bicycles across the path ensuring the safety of
pedestrians. This has been done for many years in Venice Beach as cyclists
must walk through the vendor lines section of the boardwalk or take the
alternate bike path closer to the water.
I hope you consider the opinion of a local resident.
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Regards,
James Todd
Elysian Heights resident
-----
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Subject:
131017 1110-1
From: Marianne Vogel Bender [mailto:mariannebender12@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 11:13 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom; Mayor; Ofarrell
Subject: IMPORTANT!!!!Hyperion Freeway - Build a SAFE Viaduct for All
As someone who walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Marianne Bender
3214 Perlita ave la ca 90039
Marianne Vogel Bender
PRODUCER/DIRECTOR
Los Angeles, CA
m 215.262.8892
mavtv@roadrunner.com
Bendercreativegroup.com
-----
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Subject:
131017 1111
From: Evy Todd [mailto:evy747@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:21 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: NO Bike Lanes on Hyperion Bridge - SO VERY UNSAFE!
10/10/13
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN;
I was extremely concerned and dismayed to hear of possible alterations to
the renovation plans for the Hyperion Bridge.
The Bridge does NOT need bike lanes, forcing it to become narrower and
possibly removing the center divider.
While I applaud their efforts in most cases, and acknowledge their right to
speak of their desires, I don’t appreciate the bike lane advocates not
granting me the same courtesy, in their apparent unwillingness to see other
points of view in return.
There are certain realities in life. Dealing with the finite, physical
dimensions of a historical bridge is one of them.
Another reality is safety. Unfortunately, on this topic, I know of which I
speak.
I went to John Marshall High School in the ‘70s and there were constant
stories of accidents on the Bridge including head-on collisions.
In the ‘80s, I and a friend came upon the site of an accident on the
Bridge, late one night. A motorcyclist had been forced onto the side and
was down. A semi-truck had stopped to help but his radio wasn’t working.
We ran home, called 9-1-1, grabbed aluminum foil (to act as a reflector for
cars) and a blanket. We got back and did what we could until help
arrived. However, before it did, the motorcyclist literally died in my
hands. This is not the kind of thing that one forgets.
A center divider on the Bridge is most assuredly needed!
I have heard that the bike lane advocates suggest making lanes smaller and
that that will slow traffic speeds down. No. No it won’t!
Has any one of them driven the Pasadena (Arroyo Seco) freeway lately? It
has the narrowest lanes of any stretch of freeway in the greater Los
Angeles area, and yet people speed merrily along, breaking the speed limit,
every day.
These plans have been developed over YEARS. To come in at the 11th hour and
expect to have their desires met is unrealistic and smacks of entitlement.
For the safety of all, please leave the lanes the same width, add a center
divider, and do NOT add bike lanes to the bridge. In this case, THE
NEEDS OF THE FEW DO NOT OUTWEIGH THE SAFETY NEEDS OF THE MANY!
Thank you for your time!
Evy Todd
-----
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Subject:
131017 1115
From: Judy Korin [mailto:judy@seesawstudios.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:42 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway -- Build a Safe Viaduct for ALL!!
Dear Ms Podesta, Council Members and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who has had their office at 2959 Glendale Blvd, the last
building in Atwater before the Hyperion bridge, and as someone who bikes
AND walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, I can attest to the
importance of this critical link across the LA River between our
neighborhoods. I have observed Marshall High School students walking and
crossing perilously at both sides of the bridge, while cars come hurtling
down the Boulevard at freeway speeds without regard for pedestrians or
cyclists.
it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like
me, but especially for our high school students. Everyone's needs can be
met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban
community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Judy Korin
3828 Valleybrink Rd
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-Judy Korin
Creative/Director/Founder
Seesaw Studios
tel: 323.646.7747
e: judy@seesawstudios.com
www.seesawstudios.com
balancing content and branding
-----
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Subject:
131017 1130
From: Wes High [mailto:weshigh@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: VisionHyperion!-No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for
All
I'm a resident of CD13 and think that the current plants for the retrofit
of the Hyperion viaduct are a bad idea and will hurt the livability of all
the communities surrounding it. There is no reason that the bridge should
be designed for 55mph auto travel.
This bridge needs to have bike lanes, as well as great pedestrian
access(wide side walks, cross walks etc.) This bridge connects to very
walkable and bike heavy neighborhoods. Its a waste of infrastructure to
design this bridge to increase auto traffic speeds for .5 miles, where that
high speed traffic will then dump into pedestrian heavy areas. That is just
asking for people to get run down and killed. I would like the project to
include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
CD13 Resident
Wesley High
1425 Lucile Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1132-1
From: Allison Amon [mailto:aamon@chelsea.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:00 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmmber.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Paul Franceschi
Subject: Hyperion in Atwater
Dear Tami,
I am a long time Silverlake resident (20 years) with two children and a
husband who all are avid bicyclists and walkers. I am very concerned about
the upcoming project that would turn yet another Silverlake street into a
high speed freeway.
I am writing to you about the proposed project that would
rehabilitate the Hyperion- Glendale bridges over the 5 freeway and the LA
River. I am unclear and unhappy that the project
does not include
the bicycle lanes that were planed for in the 2010 plan. Please consider
changing the current plan to include them.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Allison Amon
2388 Kenilworth Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131017 1132-2
From: Alice Rutherford [mailto:alice.rutherford@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 2:52 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I've recently moved to Rowena Avenue in Los Feliz after living in Echo Park
for 8 years. As someone who now bikes and walks frequently between that
area and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be
made safe for people like me. I drive my car across that bridge frequently
as well but I know that everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I'm really looking forward to better bike and pedestrian infrastructure in
my new neighborhood. Please help this become a reality!
Sincerely,
Alice Rutherford
3358 Rowena Ave #1
Los Angeles, CA 90027
Alice Rutherford
ILLUSTRATION & DESIGN
Los Angeles, CA
alicerutherford.com <http://www.alicerutherford.com/>
-----
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Subject:
131017 1133-1
From: stephenmarshallbox@gmail.com [mailto:stephenmarshallbox@gmail.com] On
Behalf Of Stephen Box
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 11:37 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Rachel Horst
Subject: Glendale Blvd-Hyperion Ave Bridge Comments
Tami,
I understand that the deadline for comments on the Hyperion-Glendale Bridge
is today.
I offer these comments and request the opportunity to contribute additional
comments in the future.
1) Those in charge of this project will be exceeding their authority if
they restrict access to one mode while allowing access to other modes
during the construction project. If motor vehicles are permitted during
construction, then pedestrians and cyclists must also be permitted. The
State of California has been very clear in the CAMUTCD on the many options
available for accommodating all modes during construction, and also very
specific on behavior that is prohibited, including engineered conflict and
mode restrictions.
2) The bridge, as proposed, is inconsistent with LA's 2010 Bike Plan,
which specifies bike lanes. The Initial Study says that it is consistent
but fails to demonstrate that consistency. The Bike Plan calls for Bike
Lanes and the Initial Study has no Bike Lanes. They are inconsistent.
3) The Initial Study includes inconsistencies such as referring to a
widened sidewalk but being unable to specify if it is 8' or 7'. Both
numbers are used.
4) Optimum capacity would be reached with speeds of 30-35 so increasing the
speed of traffic with enhancements that favor motor vehicle speeds are not
improvements, but actually defects that work against pedestrian safety,
cyclist safety, and motorist safety. In addition, it results in a loss of
efficiency for all modes.
5) Removing a sidewalk and offering in its place a crosswalk supported with
a flashing beacon is no solution at all. Flashing beacons are no match for
speeding traffic that requires sufficient distance to safely stop. This is
simply engineered conflict.
6) At best, the accommodations during construction and the resulting
infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists appear to be afterthoughts, not
a commitment to multi-modal and certainly not an improvement.
Thanks for the opportunity to comment and to point out that to proceed at
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this point would be to exceed your authority.
Stephen
Stephen
Stephen Box
Director of Outreach and Communication
Senior Project Coordinator
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 2005
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Downtown Office: (213) 978-1551
Downtown Fax: (213) 978-1751
Website <http://EmpowerLA.org> | Facebook <http://facebook.com/EmpowerLA>
| Twitter <http://twitter.com/EmpowerLA> |
YouTube<http://youtube.com/EmpowerLA>
|
Newsletter<http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs005/1105232878764/archive/110998565705
4.html>
Register now <https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NCBudgetDay2013> for
the October 26 Neighborhood Council Budget Day
Empower Yourself. Empower Your Community. Empower LA.
-----
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Subject:
131017 1133-2
From: Caleb [mailto:anago55@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:35 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.com; mayor.garcetti@lacity.com
Subject: Hyperion Avenue Project
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike
plan and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the
greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Caleb R. Nelson
2929 Waverly Dr. 110
Los Angeles, CA. 90039
-----
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Subject:
131017 1134-1
From: casey caplowe [mailto:casey@goodinc.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Hi,
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Casey Caplowe
1447 Avon Terrace
LA, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1134-2
From: Kimberly Greenhut [mailto:kimproduces@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I also bike regularly from my home in Los Feliz to the LA River.
Currently, I have to use Los Feliz Blvd, which I despise due to the heavy
traffic and very busy intersection at Los Feliz and Riverside. I would
love an alternative.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I would also like to add that putting a major thoroughfare in a
neighborhood disrupts the cohesion of the community. Let's make L.A. a
more community friendly and livable city by building infrastructure that
serves everyone.
Sincerely,
Kimberly Greenhut
4448 Melbourne Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
415-260-6879
-----
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Subject:
131017 1243-2
From: Mary Abler [mailto:mary.abler@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:39 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All!
Hello!
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
I volunteer at a food/art space in Atwater and live in Silver Lake. When I
bike home at 11 PM, after my shift, my coworker insists on following me,
slowly, in his car, convinced that Hyperion is completely unsafe for me to
bike on that late at night. Of course, I have bike lights and I travel at a
safe speed, but he is right!
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with
wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for
bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people
drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to
let people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mary Abler
1720 N Dillon St, 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1244
From: Bradley Cleveland [mailto:bfcleveland@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Viaduct
Ms Podesta,
I'm a frequent biker on the streets of LA, and I'm writing to urge you to
design the Hyperion VIaduct so it is safe for people who bike or walk
between Silver Lake and Atwater Village. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists
and pedestrians and discourage speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
Please ensure this project to consistent with the LA bike plan and Caltrans
complete streets policy. The changes listed above will transform the
viaduct into a safe bike and pedestrian route across the 5 Freeway and the
LA River.
Sincerely,
Bradley Cleveland
1907 1/2 Whitley Av, LA 90068
-----
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Subject:
131017 1245-1
From: Joe Andrews [mailto:andrews@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 3:42 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Rehabilitation of Hyperion Bridge
Ms. Podesta:
This email requests that in any plan to rehabilitate the
Hyperion Bridge, that you give consideration to bikes, walkers, and even
dog-walkers, and not just to automobiles. The current plan fails to do so,
and in doing so, is part of the problem, not the solution, to making Los
Angeles an even better place to live. Also, it is not clear that the plan
properly factors in Hyperion Avenue’s history of carnage – it was not that
long ago that the stop light was placed on Hyperion in front of Trader
Joe’s, and only after at least one person had been killed at that
intersection.
I live in the Franklin Hills area, and very often use the Hyperion Bridge
between Silver Lade and Atwater Village. Many Sunday mornings, walking the
dog, I take the stairs from Riverside Drive next to the Hyperion Bridge
that end on the Silver Lake side of the bridge. I try to ride my bicycle
in the area as well.
Please make Hyperion Avenue safe for all of us – not just cars, but the
bikers and walkers as well. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I
would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Speed limits consistent with city driving, not freeway driving;
- Well-marked crosswalks;
- Sufficient space for multi-use, including safe use by bicyclists
and walkers (sufficient walk-ways, bike lanes, etc)
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the existing
bike plan and Caltrans’ complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently
the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA
River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
I have copied Tom Labonge and others, because Tom is not
only a bicycler (leading trips in his district) but also a dedicated walker
and hiker. Tom is a strong supporter of his constituents and of their
quality of life. Help us on this one, Tom.
Sincerely,
Joe Andrews
3871 Franklin Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131017 1245-2
From: Joe Hogg [mailto:joseph.hogg@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 4:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Build a Safe Viaduct from Silver Lake to Atwater on Hyperion for
all users of public roads.
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me
and all members of the public. Everyone's needs can be met if the project
is designed for appropriate speeds through this urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
- Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way-finding signs
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and to discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
This project should be consistent with the LA's bike plan and Caltrans'
complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to
safe pedestrian and bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River.
This project can change that and benefit all travelers if the
recommendations outlined above are considered and implemented.
Sincerely,
Joe Hogg
2467 Hidalgo Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131017 1246
From: William Campbell [mailto:wildbell@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 4:51 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: I'm Hyper Over Hyperion
As both a life-long cyclist in Los Angeles and a 10-year resident of
Silver Lake, the Hyperion Viaduct has been a regular connector on bike
routes to and from Atwater Village, Elysian Valley Glendale, Burbank, and
the San Fernando Valley. It's certainly not the safest place to ride or
walk as it is, but I manage.
From what I hear now plans are being proposed to make it even less
manageable, and It is inconceivable that any upgrade to such a vital link
to so many communities seem designed to make it even less of a safe place
to walk and ride.
It is completely hypocritical that after the implementation of a "road
diet" on a section of nearby Rowena now the bridge is in danger of being
turned into what amounts to be an environment that is hostile to
pedestrians and cyclists.
I encourage you to promptly demand the plans be revisited and revised so
that they are inclusive to all modes traveling over and under the viaduct
and not exclusive, with consideration being made for the following:
- Bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue
- Wider sidewalks and marked crosswalks with wayfinding signage
- Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
- No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
- A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to be inconsistent with the city's bike
masterplan and Caltrans' "Complete Streets" policy. The viaduct is
currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway
and the Los Angeles River. Making it less safe is not the answer. This
project shouldn't change the bridge to benefit motorists to the detriment
of cyclists and pedestrians. It should change the bridge to be of benefit
all modes of transportation.
Sincerely,
William Campbell
840 N. Occidental Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:
131017 1304
From: Gilbert G. Gutierrez Jr. [mailto:gilbergg@usc.edu]
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 4:55 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: coram.paribus@gmail.com; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Respectfully:
I am a cyclist. I am also a community member (live in Koreatown, work in
University Village, play in DTLA and Hollywood). I am a tax payer, voter
and, most importantly, a father, brother, and son. I do not ride to Atwater
Village or Eagle Rock or any other Los Angeles neighborhood north of the
river due to the poor infrastructure. What do I mean by poor? I mean no
separation from auto traffic, no painted bike lanes, little to no signage,
really no meaningful consideration whatsoever for anyone other than the
motorist. I am writing this brief note to express my dismay with the
current plans for the Hyperion Bridge. The bridge could be a key link
between Los Feliz, Silver Lake and the aforementioned neighborhoods.
I do not want freeway style median barriers on the bridge. I do not want to
be shooed off onto some isolated bike-ped bridge. I do not want cars to be
sped up, but rather slowed down. It is sad and frustrating because I should
not have to plead for safety nor think of it as a ‘want’. This project
needs to be totally rethought or rejected.
Let me just go ahead and reach for the stars: ideally, there would be a
physical barrier ie K-rails placed on either side of the bridge between the
wide sidewalks and the traffic lanes to cordon off the protected bike lanes
crossing the river. This is likely not going to happen. Why not? Because it
is perceived to be highly politically risky and would take real leadership.
Should politics trump safety? Even Type II painted bike lanes, as many
other advocates are calling for, are not part of the plan as presented.
Type II bike lanes across the river should be the bare minimum. They should
be a no-brainer slam dunk.
Widening travel lanes only encourages speeding by motorists and with the
bike-ped bridge being built in such a non-obvious manner to anyone
traveling on Hyperion by bike, cyclists will continue riding over the
bridge. Only after this project, the bridge will be more dangerous to them.
Please, please, please rethink this project with the needs of cyclists and
pedestrians also in mind and do NOT build this project as was presented at
the community meeting on September 25, 2013. Thank you.
-Gilbert G. Gutierrez, Jr.
Senior Library Assistant, Acquisitions
USC Libraries UVI-A
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gilbergg@usc.edu 213-740-7470
-----
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Subject:
131017 1305
From: HEALYDESIGN@aol.com [HEALYDESIGN@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 12:12 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Re: Hyperion Bridge redesign
Hello Ms. Podesta
I have been a resident of this area for 30 years and use the bridge often.
Where the bridge ends, east bound, is a signal at Glen Feliz. There has
always been a bottle neck there as cars turn either left to enter Atwater
Village or make a U turn to go west from the north bound 5 freeway,
Glendale Bl exit (one can only turn east from that exit ramp). One left
hand turn lane is dedicated for all this traffic and the lane is always
backed up into one of the lanes to its right, stopping that lane of traffic
as well. Drivers are required to wait through two or even three lights, at
times, to make the turn. This is not just a rush hour concern, it happens
throughout the day.
One lane dedicated for U turns and another for left turns would help but
the way the bridge ends on the east and melds into Glendale Bl. doesn't
leave room to do that now. The eastern portion of the bridge needs to be
redesigned to allow for a better flow of traffic.
I sincerely hope this issue will be address by the engineers as the bridge
is redesigned.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment about the bridge issues facing the
people living in this community.
Susan Healy
-----
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Subject:
131017 1307-1
From: Aaron Kuehn [aaron@aarline.info]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 1:37 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct / Bridge - Misguided Plans
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I was a bicyclist, motorist, and pedestrian in LA for 20 years, and I
created landmark bicycle safety campaigns for the City of LA, and worked
hard to pass the current bicycle plan so that future changes to the street
scape will result in a more livable city. I traveled back and forth on the
Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct / Bridge many times. It is a beautiful historic
span connecting two of the most vibrant and walkable communities in the
region. The view as you descend the bridge into Atwater is breathtaking and
unique, and should be a joyful experience for all users.
Instead, it is currently a horrific gauntlet run for cyclists and
pedestrians, and even motorists have a very hard time safely crossing the
many lanes of divergent traffic. It is my understanding that several
motorists have died on this bridge in the past decade. Business owners on
the Atwater side tell stories of frequent high-speed collisions. As a
cyclist, I have been subjected to more harassment from motorists on this
bridge than anywhere else in LA, and I fear for my life every time I ride
up the ramps of this bridge. As a pedestrian, I am perplexed how to even
get across.
The LA traffic engineers' solution to raise the speed of traffic, ignoring
the longtime pleas of the community to slow the lethal mess down is
insulting and foolish. This flagrant irresponsibility of LA traffic
engineers is a principle reason I moved my business and family this summer
to a different city.
The city where we live now is building a very similar replacement
high-traffic viaduct / bridge. This bridge, however, will feature in each
direction, 12' wide shared-use sidewalks, a bicycle lane, and a single
motorized travel lane ( Read more about it here:
http://www.sellwoodbridge.org/?p=project-area ).
Forward-thinking design that responds to community input is more difficult,
but completely worth it. LA officials need to help create a city that
people want to continue living in, and that doesn't kill them. It is
imperative that any changes to this bridge calm/slow the existing reckless
traffic, add the bicycle lanes called for in the bicycle plan, add
sufficient side walks, and engage the community in a more meaningful and
responsive way. This is all completely do-able, and will result in a safer
and more effective connection between these stellar communities.
Thank you,
<http://twitter.com/aaronkuehn>Aaron Kuehn
<http://aaronkuehn.com>
-----
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Subject:
131017 1307-2
From: M. Chambliss [ragweedpress@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 1:38 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Objections to Hyperion Freeway System - Viaduct Must Be Safe For
ALL Users
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I have lived in Atwater Village since 1990, and each day, I commute both
ways over the bridge from Atwater Village to Silverlake. On the weekends,
I sometimes walk into Silverlake to shop and go to the gym. Crossing the
street from Glendale Boulevard to the bridge is, at best, a risky procedure
for a walker. I would also love to ride my bicycle across the bridge, but
frankly, under the current conditions, I am afraid to.
Based on my daily observations of traffic, as a car driver, pedestrian, and
bicycle rider, I feel that it is an absolute necessity for public safety
and the Atwater Village and Silverlake communities, that both the bridge
and Hyperion Avenue/Glendale Boulevard be made safe for me and everyone in
my community. I do not see this happening if the current project's design
goes forward, without first being modified to respect and accommodate the
current makeup and traveling needs of my community.
Here are the items that I feel should be changed/incorporated regarding the
current project design:
Bike lanes going both ways across the bridge to/from Atwater Village,
and on Hyperion Avenue
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
In addition, I fully agree with the statement that there is no reason for
this project to be inconsistent with the bike plan and Caltrans "complete
streets" policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe
bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can
change that and make all travelers benefit.
With kindest regards,
Marty Chambliss
3862 Valleybrink Road
Los Angeles, CA 90039
(323) 793-0885
-----
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Subject:
131017 1308
From: Ray de Mesa [ray@raydemesa.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 6:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Greetings:
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like
me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ray de Mesa
-----
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Subject:
131017 1309-1
From: Kitty Norton [kittynorton01@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 7:55 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway! A safe viaduct for bikes/pedestrians
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive
even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let
people access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give
bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kitty Norton
1917 Rodney Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-Kitty Norton
Video Editor
Website: KittastrophyProne.com<http://www.kittastrophyprone.com/>
Vimeo Channel: Walk Walk Little Ham Hock Films <
http://vimeo.com/channels/192651>
-----
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Subject:
131017 1309-2
From: Netty Carr [dishy512@icloud.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 3:42 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; Mitch O'farrell; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn Chyn; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; Mary Rodriguez; Daniel.Halden@lacity.org;
Luis Lopez; Sandra Caravella; Ann Lawson
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Project
To whom it may concern:
Friends of Atwater Village (FAV) would like to express our sincere thanks
to the design team that has been working on the retrofit and restoration of
our local landmark, the Hyperion Bridge HCM #164.
The bridge retrofit & restoration project was first brought to Atwater
Village residents back in 2004. Since then we have seen many changes to the
plan. Mr. Wally Stokes had said it best at one of the early community
meetings, "No one knows their neighborhood better than the people who live
there." No truer words have been spoken.
FAV, had many suggestions for this project, first and foremost was the
protection of all historical elements of the bridge. We also advocated for
pedestrian safety, the realignment of the Interstate 5 freeway off-ramp and
proposed a pedestrian / bike bridge over the Los Angeles River on the old
Red Car pylons. Amazingly all of these things have been incorporated in the
plan.
Over the years we have witnessed firsthand a collaboration between the
government agencies and local stakeholders to improve the historic bridge
and meet the new seismic requirements. Working together we achieved great
results. Thanks for giving the community stakeholders a seat at the table.
Now pedestrians and bicyclists alike will have a safe way to cross Glendale
Blvd and access the Hyperion Bridge stairs to continue their commute to the
Silver Lake and Los Feliz communities. The 5 freeway offramp realignment
will help alleviate the congestion at the Glenfeliz Blvd turnaround which
will in turn keep the traffic from backing up on the bridge.
Lastly, we give our wholehearted thanks to our new Council Member Mitch
O'Farrell for sharing our vision, conveying our safety concerns, working
with the design team to find a solution and helping to secure the funding.
Wenn Chen, Linda Moore and Wally Stokes also deserve special recognition
for taking that extra step to work with the community members. We
appreciate all their due diligence and hard work.
We look forward to seeing a beautifully restored Hyperion Bridge.
Sincerely,
Netty Carr, Sandra Caravella, Ann Lawson & Luis Lopez
Board, Friends of Atwater Village
3371 Glendale Blvd unit #110
Los Angeles, CA 90039
323-913-2999
-----
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Subject:
131017 1310
From: Andy Au [andyau8@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 13, 2013 2:08 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Carol Feucht; Cyclists Inciting Change thru LIVE Exchange::
BikeNow.org; Jen Klausner; Erik Alcaraz; JJ Hoffman; info@bikenow.org;
Javier Hernandez
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All - Bicycles,
Pedestrians and Motor Vehicles
Good Morning Ms. Podesta, Council Member Labonge, Council Member O'Farrell
and Mayor Garcetti,
Thank you for what you have done to work with the entire Northeast Los
Angeles Community to establish the bicycle lanes along York Blvd in
Highland Park, Colorado Blvd. in Eagle Rock and Spring St. in Downtown Los
Angeles. I travel these routes regularly.
As a 49 year old and therefore 49 year member of the Silver Lake Community
I am writing to request that you reconsider the current plans for the
Hyperion Avenue and its absence of Sidewalks for Pedestrians and Separated
Bicycle Lanes for Bicyclists, Kids on Scooters and responsible
Skateboarders.
As a kid, especially an older tween and teenager, I rode my bicycle on this
road to get from Silver Lake to Atwater Village and on to Eagle Rock.
As an adult, I'd like to do the same and continue to bring my children on
this route for a leisurely Saturday or Sunday activity. Or a ride during
the week to the Farmers Market. Or to Costco for groceries. Or to connect
to the Class I LA River Bike and Pedestrian Lane. Or to Tam O'Shanter Inn
for Prime Rib, Yorkshire Pudding, Creamed Corn and a light salad after a
day of physical activity biking and walking about this great city of ours.
I would like to be able to use Zero Pollution, slow and safe, 100% Healthy
Physical Activity means to travel throughout Northeast Los Angeles in
addition to driving around the city in an automobile.
I commute from one Los Angeles City Community / Neighborhood (Silver Lake)
to several other Los Angeles Communities / Neighborhoods (Atwater, Highland
Park, Glassell Park, Eagle Rock) and onto adjacent cities as well: South
Pasadena, Pasadena, Alhambra, Glendale etc.
I am not merely a bicyclist and pedestrian, I also drive an automobile on a
daily basis as part of my employment as a pharmaceutical sales
representative. This is is a safety initiative that will help calm traffic
and reduce accidents which will more consistently improve traffic flow,
ease frustration and prevent road rage.
It will lower the stress level and raise the awareness of each of us to the
other users of this major thoroughfare. I think of this bridge and roadway
with its beautiful vistas of the Glendale Foothills and San Gabriel
Mountains much like the view from the 1st St and 4st Bridges that cross
over to East LA during the 7 CicLAvia events.
Please rethink and reconsider what kind of Los Angeles we want to live in.
One that is a "Freeway" even in residential neighborhoods and
thoroughfares? Or one that combines safe and sane vehicular (motorized or
not) traffic movement with a pleasant, natural transportation corridor.
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One that appreciates the beauty and not mere functionality of this bridge
route and allows transportation users to appreciate its historical
engineering and architecture. I'm pretty sure it was built during the WPA
era of great infrastructure?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it
is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate
speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the project
to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even
faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people
access the sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists
an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan
and Caltrans complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest
barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This
project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for all you do to make Los Angeles a global 22nd Century City
that is the envy of the world with our multi-modal transportation means
throughout the city.
Sincerely,
Andy Au
I have lived in Eagle Rock 90041, Silver Lake 90039, attended Micheltorena
Elementary School and Thomas Starr King Junior High School before moving to
Eagle Rock Junior/Senior High School for graduation in 2982.
I then attended and graduated from the University of California at Davis
where a bicycle was my primary means of transportation for 4 years.
Whereupon I returned to Los Angeles, CA and lived in Eagle Rock.
-Andy Au
home / office
323-344-8795
-----
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Subject:
131017 1311
From: Eli Sentman [elis000@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2013 6:00 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Tami,
I live in Atwater Village with my wife and infant daughter. I was recently
informed of the the Caltrans plan to modify the Hyperion Bridge to
accommodate cars traveling at 55 mph. I have lived in Atwater for almost
five years and enjoy being able to walk over the Hyperion Bridge to shop at
the stores on the other side as well as hike up to Griffith Park and to
walk around Silver Lake Reservoir. In essence, this plan cuts off Atwater
from the neighborhoods of Silver Lake and Los Feliz. That bridge is the
quickest path to the other side. If anything, there needs to be enforcement
of the posted 35 mph speed limit. High school students walk to Marshall HS
every day over the bridge and bicyclists have to contend with speeding
cars. I have seen many accidents on the bridge because of reckless drivers.
If you alter the bridge to encourage high speeds like 55 mph, drivers will
exceed those speeds. It is just the nature of LA drivers to drive fast, so
you're going to see cars traveling at up to 70 mph. I would suggest maybe
putting in a flashing pedestrian warning light and a crosswalk at the base
of the bridge in Atwater so people can cross the street from one side of
the LA River to the next. The city is trying to encourage people to use the
River, so why not make it more pedestrian friendly and all around safer for
people who live in the area?
Sincerely,
Eli Sentman
Atwater Village Resident
-----
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Subject:

131017 1327

From: Karen Barnett [mailto:karen@urbanaid.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 5:39 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Karen Barnett
Subject:* Re.: Glendale-hyperion Complex of Bridges Comment Card****
date: 10.10.13
Karen Barnett
2971 Sunnynook Drive
Los Angeles CA 90039
- There are no sound readings to the North and South of Glendale Blvd. in
Atwater Village. (i.e. perpendicular to bridge or using 5 freeway
directions) Homes are located next to the project and along the LA RIver.
Before the project begins sound readings should be taken. Long term, not 15
minutes, for an average. There's a constant higher than average level of
noise in Atwater Village. Currently we have no way to show any increase in
volume due the project which will effect our community for a minimum of 3
years.
- Sound mitigation - "sound barrier" fabric should be used within and
around construction site(s)
- Stairs at bridge (after 5 N. entrance) better lighting should be
considered. Possibly reconfigured with access not hidden from sidewalk.
- Bike/Pedestrian bridge - widen as much as possible to mitigate tensions
between walkers and cyclists a known issue along the bike path.****
- Bike/Pedistrian bridge - this should end at path in Atwater Village. It
appeared to end beyond it on the image at community meeting ****
- Create path under bridge (Atwater Village side) for walkers and cyclists
which mimics bike path along other side. This would allow people to access
the other side of Glendale Blvd without running or riding across. Further
more it would increase the use and access for the newly
created Bike/Pedistrian bridge.****
Thank you,
Karen Barnett
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Subject:
131018 1949
Attachments: image002.jpg; _Certification_.txt
From: Ross Hirsch [Ross.Hirsch@doj.ca.gov]
Sent: Friday, October 18, 2013 8:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Mayor Garcetti, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O’Farrell, and Ms. Podesta,
Please let me apologize in advance for not writing before the October 11th requested date for
feedback, but a serious bike collision on that Friday prevented me from emailing on the date
requested. It could have ended my life, but I’m glad it didn’t, so I feel compelled to plead for a
more bike-friendly plan for Hyperion. Last Friday, a car driving in Glendale at relatively slow
speed simply didn’t see me (although I was wearing a neon green jacket, brightly colored helmet
and riding safely in the proper lane position). The impact sent me flying through the air,
whereupon my helmeted head crashed on the road leaving me unconscious for some ten
minutes—before I was taken to the ER, where I had to make that dreaded call to my wife: “Honey,
I’m ok, but I was taken to the emergency room because I was hit by a car.” Bad road design makes
this scenario all too common. Please let’s not make that the future for Hyperion.
I, and many others I see regularly on the LA River Bike Path and streets adjacent to the Hyperion
Bridge, bike to work daily through Glendale, Los Angeles, and particularly just the area where the
new Hyperion bridge is planned. Currently, that area is terrifying, unwelcoming, and needlessly
dangerous. High car speeds, insufficient signage, bad design. But the area is a major corridor for
bike commuters traveling between downtown Los Angeles, Silverlake, Glendale, Atwater Village,
Burbank, Elysian Valley, Pasadena, etc. many of whom for which there is no alternative route but
to travel to/over/around the bridge. Please take these bikers into consideration. I like arriving to
work safely in the morning and again home in the evenings. My choice to bike to work shouldn’t
equate to an extreme sport where I feel I’m putting my life at risk each day.
The new bike/ped bridge connecting the LA River path to Hyperion on the old Red Car pylons
sounds like a nice bit of infrastructure, as long it can accommodate bike traffic and pedestrians
comfortably. If it is too cumbersome or improperly designed for either user group (particularly
cyclists whether they be recreational or commuters like myself), it will simply be ignored for
alternative routes (even if they pose greater danger and/or cause car traffic to slow down) or
cause unnecessary friction between well-meaning neighbors. Nobody wants that as a desired
result.
My neighbors also ask to please make this a better area for those of us that live in the two adjacent
areas (Silverlake, Atwater Village/Glendale). We would like to enjoy our neighborhoods without
feeling that there is a dangerous impenetrable barrier separating the two area. Me and my wife
and our two young sons should be able to comfortably bike from the Atwater Farmer’s Market
over to Silverlake for breakfast without feeling like we are taking our life in our hands just to do
that.
For the project to be successful and a positive neighborhood asset, the project must include:
1. A safe connection for cyclists between the Hyperion/Glendale streets (1) over the bridge, and
(2) connecting to the LA River Bike Path so they can avoid the heavy car traffic constantly
jockeying to enter/exit the 5 freeway.
2. A seamless route for cyclists that does not force cyclists to merge into heavy traffic, alter their
routes in any considerable manner, or dismount to avoid obstacles. Just this type of bike
infrastructure exists throughout the world. There is no reason a world-class city like Los Angeles
should be without this human-centered infrastructure.
3. Buffered/colored bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
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4. Aggressive signage to motorists that bikes and pedestrians are present.
5. Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
6.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding.
7.
No crash barrier and banked turns that could result in people driving even faster or more
dangerously.
8.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd.
I would like this project to be consistent with the bike plan, Caltrans complete streets policy, and
harmonious to the humans that use this street each and every day to walk, bike for recreation,
bike to work, bike to run errands, etc. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle
access across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers
benefit.
Thank you,
Ross Hirsch
_
Ross H. Hirsch
Deputy Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
300 S. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
p: (213) 897-6325
f: (213) 897-2802
ross.hirsch@doj.ca.gov<mailto:ross.hirsch@doj.ca.gov>
[Description:
https://encryptedtbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRyg3WKSavZaHU0oyd78Tf3Y6X8Jd-aTdKu2F2hSQKeEERP5OKJw]
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its contents may contain confidential
and/or legally privileged information. It is solely for the use of the intended recipient(s).
Unauthorized interception, review, use or disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws
including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication.
-----
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Subject:
131021 1012-1
From: Grant Deans [mailto:grantdeans@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 19, 2013 10:17 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
David Deans
Los Angeles, CA
-----
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Subject:
131021 1012-2
From: Joel Krajewski [mailto:joelkrajewski@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 19, 2013 10:28 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Joel Krajewski
829 N. Harper Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
-----
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Subject:
131022 0939
From: Tim Barber [mailto:tbarber@timbarberltd.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 7:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Krajewski, Joel A (4220)
Subject: Please don’t make it worse

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I bike between Silver Lake and Atwater Village. Traveling across the 5 Freeway and the LA River is
already unsafe for me. An expanded “freeway-speed” viaduct would make my passage impossible.
But even more important than my bike access is the inevitable ruin of a neighborhood already
teetering in the balance. This area could be part of the thriving communities it connects, with
small businesses, residences, schools and (someday, god willing) the restored LA river. Or it could
degenerate into a hemmed-in barrier to any living thing.
It is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can
be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically,
I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access between these
communities. Please don’t make it worse.
Yours,
Charles T. Barber
829 N. Harper Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90046
-----
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Subject:
131022 1323
From: Josie Lanuza [mailto:fivef0oter@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 1:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Josie Lanuza
995 Figueroa Terrace, #109
Los Angeles, CA
90012
-----
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Subject:
131023 0853
From: Nina Eliasoph [mailto:eliasoph@usc.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 6:54 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - stop climate change, obesity, anti-social streets
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village (Mr. LaBonge, you have
seen us on our bikes and on foot, with kids, riding around Los Feliz and Silverlake!), it is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Nina Eliasoph, Leo Eliasoph, Paul Lichterman, and Olivia Lichterman
Nina Eliasoph
Associate Professor and Vice Chair
Department of Sociology
Stanley and Hazel Hall Building
851 Downey Way
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA 90089-1059
Fax: (213) 740-3535
Tel.: cell: (323) 333-5899
Home: (323) 667-2430
-----
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Subject:
131024 1819
From: Mason Funk [masonfunk@mac.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge rehab
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I am an avid runner, and one of my favorite routes takes me from Silver Lake, down across the
Hyperion Bridge into Atwater Village, and back to the Reservoir via Fletcher & Glendale Blvd.
I have made that run countless times -- and it's a small miracle I am still alive. That bridge is a
disaster waiting to happen for pedestrians. The sidewalks are narrow and the traffic speed is
extreme. It is absolutely critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's
needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mason Funk
3022 Windsor Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:
131024 1820
From: Steven Guerry [steven.guerry@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 11:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Steven Guerry
1800 N. New Hampshire Ave #135
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:
131025 0843
From: Michael Allen [mailto:ratiocn8@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 8:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion bridge
Dear Mayor Garcetti, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Ms. Podesta,
The Hyperion Ave. connection between Silver Lake and Atwater needs to be made safe for
pedestrians and bicyclists. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier nor banked turns, which will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end to let people access the sidewalk from both sides of
Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project not to be consistent with the bike plan and the Caltrans
complete streets policy.
Sincerely,
MIKE ALLEN
853 Coronado Dr., Glendale, CA
-----
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Subject:
131028 0927
From: Richard Dean [mailto:rdean@mac.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 2:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge - Speed Limit
Hello
I cannot make the public hearing on the proposed bridge improvements but I wanted to add my
voice to those concerned about the speeds on the bridge.
The engineer on the project and others have cited the current average speed on the bridge as 55
mph. The proposed approach effectively abdicates any responsibility the city and engineers have
to stop this reckless situation.
The residential and small business stretch of road between San Fernando and Rowena is already
treated as a mini highway with people driving on the shoulders, running through right turn only
lanes and speeding 20+ mph above the speed limit. It's unclear why those involved would both
further enable this dangerous situation and abdicate any responsibility to address it.
I support most of the proposed changes but they MUST be accompanied by an agreement on
maintenance of the 35mph speed limit and a promise of aggressive enforcement. I wouldn't mind
speed cameras there if LAPD continues to refuse to enforce the speed limit.
So far hose involved in this planning have declined to make any comments in this area. Please help
convince people like me by making positive comments about speed control plans.
Thank you
Richard Dean
3426 Madera Ave
Los Angeles (Atwater Village), CA
-----
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Subject:
131028 0928-1
From: Jirair Tossounian [mailto:jirair@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2013 6:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale Hyperion Viaduct Improvement Project Comment
please add me to the mailing list
-----
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Subject:
131028 0928-2
From: Molly Ortiz [mailto:molly.ortiz@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2013 4:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village on a weekly basis, it is absolutely
critical that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Molly Ortiz
877 1/2 N Hoover St. 90029
-----
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Subject:
131028 1425
From: HYERAN LEE [mailto:hyeranlee@ucla.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 1:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: NO Hyperion FREEWAY - DONT KILL ME
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding (ex: recent "complete street" renovation on Colorado Blvd. Eagle Rock)
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make ALL TRAVELERS, not only
drivers, benefit.
Sincerely,
Concerned citizen, cyclist, and pedestrian
Hyeran Lee
2547 W Ave 30
Los Angeles CA 90065
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 225

Subject:
131028 1426
From: Tawny Barin [mailto:tawny.barin@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 1:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: Hyperion Freeway
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who frequently bikes and runs between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is
absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue bridge be made safe for all who traverse the area whether it be by car, bike or foot. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for
appropriate speeds through an urban community.
Specifically, I would like the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Boulevard and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Best,
Tawny Barin
220 E Broadway #411
Glendale, CA 91205
-Tawny Barin
http://pages.teamintraining.org/los/leonadiv14/tawny
http://twitter.com/scrawnylion
-----
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Subject:
131028 1628
From: JJ Hoffman [mailto:lariverride@la-bike.org]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 4:09 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
-JJ Hoffman
Events and Development Director
323-839-6414 (cell)
-----
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Subject:
131029 0918
From: Marty Bracciotti [mailto:martyjoe@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 6:02 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge: Opposition to Bike Lanes
Tami,
As a long time resident of Silverlake and South Glendale (Adams Hill), I want to share my views on
plans for the Hyperion bridge.
I am also a bicycle rider and member of the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition, but contrary to
the vocal bike lobby who are mostly outsiders, I am totally against narrowing the 4 lanes so that 2
bike lanes can be added to the Hyperion Bridge. As a biker, I wouldn't ride them anyway as I
would consider them to be unsafe. Instead, I prefer to walk my bike on the sidewalk of the
Hyperion Bridge where it is safe and don't understand why bike riders wouldn't do that too.
The Hyperion Bridge is an important means to connect Silverlake, Atwater Village, and Glendale.
Los Feliz is the only other connector and that is choked with traffic, lets not shrink the Hyperion
Bridge and make traffic even worse. Traffice coming to the Hyperion Bridge from Silverlake is
already choked. If Caltrans reduces the lanes or otherwise slows the flow of traffic on the
Hyperion Bridge, we all lose.
I am for adding a k rail between opposing traffic lanes on the Hyperion Bridgee - this is long
overdue, and would also like to see a k rail between cars and the sidewalk on that bridge. Please
feel free to add bike lanes either over the Glendale Blvd bridge or better yet, over the pylons of the
defunt Red Car rail line - that's the absolute best alternative.
As for the Glendale Blvd bridge, something must be done to make it safer when exiting the north 5
freeway offramp to Glendale Blvd. That is a scarry merge, especially since there are 2 lanes that
must turn right onto Glendale Blvd from the offramp.
Thank you for your consideration.
Marty Bracciotti
318 Roads End Street
Glendale, CA 91205
(213) 247-2294
martyjoe@sbcglobal.net<mailto:martyjoe@sbcglobal.net>
-----
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Subject:
131029 0919-2
From: Krista Nicole [mailto:passionforwords@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 7:39 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct FOR ALL
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I have crossed the Hyperion Bridge countless times, both by car and by bicycle. I have resided in
the communities of Los Feliz, Glendale and Highland Park. I have friends and family spread
throughout these neighborhoods and those adjacent. The bridge has been a valuable direct
passageway for years, connecting me to my community and granting me critical access to
numerous businesses and destinations.
I ask that you take into account the safety and access of Hyperion Bridge. I ask that you consider
the needs of all who depend on the connection Hyperion provides between the communities east
and west of it.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs.
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding.
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster.
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and provide a way for all travelers to
benefit.
Sincerely,
Krista Carlson
6179 Myosotis St., Highland Park, 90042
(818) 522-4347
-----
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Subject:
131029 0919-3
From: Andrew Welker [mailto:welkersemail@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 7:49 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
·
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
·
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
·
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
·
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
·
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Andrew Welker
322 Sonora ave
Glendale, ca 91201
-----
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Subject:
131029 0920-1
From: Paul Burke [mailto:pjburke@pacbell.net]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 11:14 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Redesign
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I live in Glendale but I like to visit Silver Lake, where I used to live. Rarely do I ride my bike across
the Hyperion bridge, because
there is no bike lane
you need to cut across traffic (southbound) to reach the bridge
if you commit to the sidewalk you are stuck because of the curb
there is hardly enough room for pedestrians on the sidewalk let alone bikes
It is my understanding that the city plans to address these shortcomings by redesigning the bridge
to accommodate speedy motorists. I would like to lend my voice to the many concerned
Angelenos and Glendale neighbors who urge you to reconsider. Please redesign the bridge to
welcome bikers and walkers who do Los Angeles a favor by forgoing their automobiles.
Sincerely,
Paul Burke
817 Palm Dr.
Glendale, CA
-----
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Subject:
131029 0920-2
From: jim alejandre [mailto:jalejand@usc.edu]
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 11:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
There is no reason to make this segment a high speed artery.
Sincerely,
Jim Alejandre
1224 South Hudson Ave
Los Angeles California 90019
-----
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Subject:
131029 1029 (Referenced as 131029 1029 in Letter Comments Database)
Attachments: 2013 Oaks letter Hyperion.pdf; _Certification_.txt
From: Gerry [mailto:gerryhans51@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2013 10:22 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Tom LaBonge; Councilmember.O'Farrell@lacity.gov; Mayor Garcetti; jeanne.min@lacity.org;
christine peters; Mary Rodriguez; Carolyn Ramsay; Daniel Halden
Subject: Comment, Hyperion Ave Bridge redesign
Attached Oaks letter regarding Glendale-Hyperion bridge complex.
Thank you,
Oaks HOA
-----
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Subject:
131029 1259
From: jacqueline Kerr [mailto:jacquekerr@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2013 12:36 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
1. In "modernizing" the Bridge for auto speeds of 55 mph capability, all
of the proposed safety measures are negated.
2. This is a dangerous stretch of pavement - do whatever possible to slow
down traffic.
3. The speeds used by southbound motorists to climb that hill become
dangerous at the top - just as a downward slope begins. I use that Bridge
all the time - and no matter how careful I try to be, when reaching the top
I've become a dangerous motorists.
Many thanks for addressing the problems of this wonderful, old landmark...
good to have it around for other generations.
Jacqueline Kerr
-----
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Subject:
131029 1607
Attachments: 2013-10-24 Glendale Hyperion Bridge Project.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: Hector Huezo <h.l.huezo@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 28, 2013 at 4:43 PM
Subject: Glendale Blvd -Hyperion Ave Bridge Project
To: wenn.chyn@lacity.org
Hello Mr. Chyn,
I would like to submit the following letter on behalf of the Alliance of
River Communities- We are Los Angeles's regional alliance of East and
Northeast Area Neighborhood Councils.
At a regularly scheduled meeting last week, our alliance decided to support
a plan that would creat multi-modal transportation a priority of this
bridge project. I would like to ask that you please include our letter
into the public record as part of the comments regarding this project.
Thank you. Please confirm that you have received this email.
Thank you Mr. Chyn.
-Hector Huezo
ARC-Los Angeles
-Hector L. Huezo
562.485.7329
H.L.Huezo@GMail.com
-----
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Subject:
131030 1042
From: doug@zuumsocial.com [mailto:doug@zuumsocial.com] On Behalf Of Doug Schumacher
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2013 9:45 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: The need for better bicycle accommodations on the glendale-hyperion bridge
I saw this posted on LA Eastsider, and read the linked page with this email for comment
submission.
I honestly couldn't believe this bridge would even be considered to be built without, not adequate,
but great support for cycling. Anyone who drives around LA knows that our traffic situation is
unbearable. Metro is helping, but isn't near enough.
Cycling is one possible, reasonably affordable solution (relative to more freeways and metro
lines), but people are hesitant to bike in LA because they don't feel safe. This has to be addressed,
and this bridge is exactly the kind of place that we need progressive thinking in support of cycling.
Also, Atwater is a lovely place, but it's currently not a safe place to bike to from echo park. That's
sad, as it's only a few miles away.
Thank you
Doug Schumacher
Echo Park
-----
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Subject:
131030 1116
From: Juliana Telleria [mailto:pumpkinfay@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 11:11 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River.
This project can positively change Hyperion Ave. for bicyclists, pedestrians, and automobile
travelers alike.
Juliana Telleria
-----
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Subject:
131030 1259
From: Dan Riley [mailto:dprski33@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 12:41 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Dan Riley
645 W 9th St, #200
Los Angeles, CA 90015
-___________________________
Dictated but not read.
-----
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Subject:
131030 1306
From: Richard Meade [mailto:richardmeade@att.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 1:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Regarding the Hyperion Bridge project....
To Whom it may concern,
I have read that a small group of cyclists have decided to try and delay if not kill this project. I
would personally like to see the percentage numbers of cyclists vs automobiles that use
the Hyperion bridge on any given day. Are these the same cyclists who ride through Hollywood by
the hundreds, running red lights and preventing people from crossing the streets
when they have the right to cross?
Maybe its time to require multi-geared bicycles to be licensed. I pay a vehicle license fee for the
privilege of using the road so it is certainly not unreasonable to require the same for
cyclists. Fees collected could be used to add bike lanes that would improve safety for all. Also,
cyclists who do not obey the laws of the road could be identified by their license
number the same as a car.
The Hyperion Bridge project should not be delayed or highjacked by a small group of cyclists who
want automobiles off the city streets.
Sincerely,
Richard A. Meade
-----
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Subject:
131030 1314
From: Mari Miller [mailto:mari.miller@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 1:08 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and
discourage speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mari Miller
809 East Acacia Avenue Unit F
Glendale, CA 91205
(818) 414-3264
-----
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Subject:
131030 1319
From: Tokunow Susumu [mailto:susumu101@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 1:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Bke paths
All the bike riders like myself, that try to exit the bike path along the LA river to Hyperion Ave.,
must get off their bikes and carry it up a long flight of steps, and then enter very dangerous,
speeding, bridge traffic.
Definitely not bike friendly.
Regretfully - Alvin Susumu Tokunow
-----
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Subject:
131030 1422
From: T Scott Keiner [mailto:scottkeiner@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 2:10 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: LACBC Bicycle Plan for Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
Dear Tami:
I'm writing to express my support for LACBC's modified plan for the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge. As
someone who commutes and runs errands on my bicycle in the area, a dedicated bike path on the
bridge would be of great benefit to me and provide a critical connection between Silver Lake and
Atwater Village communities. Currently the only options for bicyclists crossing between the two
neighborhoods are braving high speed traffic on Los Feliz or the Glendale/Hyperion bridge.
Neither option is safe, both contain blind spots, and both put bicyclists in the path of vehicles
entering and exiting the 5 freeway at high speeds. A bike path on the bridge would solve many of
these problems and provide a critical and safe connection between two communities.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Scott Keiner
-----
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Subject:
131030 1554
From: James Edward Schuck [mailto:james@jamesschuck.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 3:35 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: The Bridge Debate
In its current configuration, that bridge is a freeway linking two streets that is in need of a
"calming" of some kind. Traffic roars down that hill, discouraging all but the bravest pedestrians
and bicycles have not even been considered. I would not ride a bike over that bridge if my life
depended upon it. It is a link between Atwater and Echo, and as such, the proposed "Red Car "
bridge proposal is a waste because it goes nowhere. People use the larger bridge as a gateway
between two communities.
Scrap the Red Car Bridge and put more people access (bike and foot) on the Hyperion Bridge and
incorporate some means to reduce the speed of auto traffic.
James Edward Schuck
www.jamesschuck.com
310.663.3074
-----
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Subject:
131031 0855-2
From: scottb@roadbikecity.com [mailto:scottb@roadbikecity.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 10:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Bike Lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding
signs Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A
complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from both
sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River.
This project can positively change Hyperion Ave. for bicyclists, pedestrians, and automobile
travelers alike.
Thank you,
Scott Blumenthal
-----
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Subject:
131031 0856
From: Andee Brauer [mailto:aibrauer@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 5:22 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn.Chyn@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; board@atwaterchamber.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Retrofit
As a homeowner and business owner in Atwater, I believe that a "road diet" on Hyperion's main
bridge to accommodate more bicycle lanes would substantially change traffic flow to Glendale
Blvd so as to inconvenience both clients trying to reach my business and friends/family trying to
reach my residence.
Furthermore, during evening rush hour it serve would to congest Hyperion south of Trader
Joes/Gelson's even more severely than it is already. Please do NOT make the traffic worse on
Glendale.
Thank you,
Andrea Brauer
3235 Hollydale Dr
Los ANgeles, Ca 90039
-----
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Subject:
131031 0858
From: Margaret Jensen [mailto:joshuagrammy@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 8:23 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn.Chyn@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; board@atwaterchamber.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Having lived in Atwater Village for more than 50 years, I oppose any changes to the current plan to
upgrade and retrofit the Hyperion Bridge. Although I supported bicycle use along the Los Angeles
River and the bicycle bridge over Los Feliz, I cannot support the proposal that would limit vehicle
traffic between Silverlake and Atwater Village. Please do not change the current plan!
Sincerely,
M. Grace Weisenstein
-----
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Subject:
131031 0859
From: cecelia sonsini [mailto:restaurantbooks@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 7:30 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
tom.labonge@lacity.org;
Wenn.Chyn@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; ana.guerrero@lacity.org; board@atwaterchamber.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Living near the intersection of Fletcher and Rowena, I go into Atwater on a daily basis and use the
Hyperion bridge to get back and forth. Taking away one lane for bicyclists would be horrible for
those of us who drive. Just look at how the loss of one lane
in each direction on Rowena between Glendale and Hyperion backs up traffic at rush hours (both
morning and evening).
The most frustrating part of having lost those lanes is that I rarely even see a bicyclist in the bike
lane, so, to me, the
bike lane is a complete waste of space.
Please don't do the same thing to the Hyperion Bridge!!
Thank you
-Cecelia Sonsini
-----
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Subject:
131031 1056
From: Pamela Burgess [mailto:pamela@pamelaburgess.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 10:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comment: Glendale/Hyperion Complex of Bridges Project
Hi Tami-I am a resident of Atwater Village.
I am in favor of approving the Glendale/Hyperion Complex project as designed and presented.
I am NOT in favor of redesigning the current project to create more space for bikes or another bike
lane.
The surrounding communities and businesses want to move forward with this project now. We do
not want to drag this out for several more months bc of an 11th-hour appeal by those who were
not engaged in the lengthy design process.
Thank you.
PB
Pamela Burgess
3799 Valleybrink Road
Los Angeles, Ca 90039
323-807-4456
pamela@pamelaburgess.com<mailto:pamela@pamelaburgess.com>
pamelaburgess.com<http://pamelaburgess.com>
-----
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Subject:
131031 1057
From: john gutierrez [mailto:nejohng@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 10:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
To Whom It May Concern
I am a Native Angeleno for the passed 68 years and have been a resident of Atwater Village for the
passed 20 years.The proposed changes to the Hyperion Bridge are important to me because I use
it daily . In its current condition it is very dangerous to navigate by bicycles. The pedestrian
walkways are too narrow for bike rider and there are no bike lanes on the roadway. Changing the
bridge to one lane in both directions make a lot of sense because vehicular traffic on the bridge is
always light. Another issue for bicyclist is north bound riders leaving the bridge to Glendale blvd.
with car from the 5 Fwy North Glendale exit. Some type of pedestrian caution light should be
added. The same should be installed to the South side for pedestrian and cyclist trying to access
the Hyperion Bridge. Thank You John Gutierrez 213 272-5464
-----
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Subject:
131031 1242
From: RLC [mailto:rlcronce@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 11:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale/Hyperion Bridge Project
Please adopt the recommendations made at the Oct. 27th safety meeting. Adding a 4' shoulder for
use by bicyclists and narrowing the car lanes is fine. I would prefer larger car lanes, but I'm fine
with room for bicyclists even tho I find them annoying in traffic.
Let's move forward and get this refurb started sooner than later. Overall it's a great improvement
to what is there now!
Ronald Cronce
3460 Atwater Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90039
(Atwater Village)
-----
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Subject:
131031 1553-1
From: Patrick Cleary [mailto:p_cleary@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 2:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comment on Proposed Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement
Dear Tami:
I'm a resident of Atwater, and a commuter to an office on the Miracle Mile. Sometimes I drive to
work, and sometimes I bike. I use the Hyperion Bridge nearly every day. Because of the twists in
the road, I think it would be a good idea to reduce the lanes to one in each direction. No one should
be switching lanes in that small stretch anyways. Cars drive too fast because there is no
intersection.
Let me go through a detailed description of how I cross the bridge via bicycle. I take a left at
Glenfeliz, hoping the car behind me doesn't take up the third lane on Glendale Blvd., bike on the
shoulder up until it narrows to nothing, then wait until the coast is clear and I can pedal onto the
striped triangle separating the underpass/freeway on-ramp road and the elevated bridge. I walk
my bike up to the sidewalk, and if there are no pedestrians on the sidewalk, ride it to start of the
ramp up to Waverly, dismount, and walk it up to the top. Then I ride down the access road, stop at
the stop sign, look both ways, and proceed along the shoulder to Rowena. I take Hyperion and
then Fountain all the way to Vine, the next bike route, before heading south.
Coming home, I ride along Hyperion, and after crossing Rowena, I wait until the line of cars has
gone ahead, and then pedal hard in low gear, hoping no rogue car comes barreling down behind
me as I take up the right lane. The pot holes make it dicey because of the speed I gather. Then I
have to signal and get over as soon as the merge lanes from the Glendale off-ramp join the bridge
traffic.
Where is the design for a bike lane going Northeast to Atwater? The narrow bike path being
proposed in the current plan is only suitable for bicycling into Silver Lake. Bicyclists need a lane in
either direction.
I like the design put forward by Tomas O'Grady's group. The current plan does not do enough to
make a safe path for cyclers and walkers. In my opinion, single lanes for cars will prevent future
injuries and deaths.
thanks,
Patrick Cleary
Atwater Village/District 13
-----
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Subject:
131104 1014-1
From: Nishith Dhandha [mailto:nishifus@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 1:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: EIR - Glendale-Hyperion Bridge Comments
EIR - Glendale-Hyperion Bridge Comments My concerns, briefly stated, are as follows:
1- Bicycle Connectivity: We have a existing bike lane starting on Rowena/Hyperion, yet the bridge
doesn't provide a bicycle lane connection to that street and the rest of the network. It is a missed
opportunity.
2- Pedestrian Linkage: The undersized proposed 4-foot sidewalk @ Waverly, isn't wide enough to
allow 2 people to walk side by side from Silverlake to Atwater. This will discourage pedestrian
traffic along the bridge and either side of it. Min. width should be 6'.
3. Safety for Non-motor Vehicular Traffic: Although the bridge connects two very pedestrian
neighborhoods, the bridge is designed to move cars along it at disproportionately high speeds
relative to bikes and peds. It discourages pedestrian activity along the corridor and is an
impediment to the Mayor Garcetti's objective to start a "Great Streets" initiative along Glendale
Blvd. and Hyperion St.
Although the aesthetics of the new bridge are wonderful, it is a completely missed opportunity in
terms of multi-modal functionality, pedestrian safety and connectivity. Please do not allow a
project with such promise to fall so flat.
We cannot allow a bridge that will exist long into the future (100 years) to be designed for a
transportation paradigm that is old and outdated. Streets are no longer just for cars and this
project needs to be adjusted to fit into the new pedestrian, multi-modal transportation paradigm.
Streets are civic spaces and should be safe and accessible for all.
Thank you,
Nishith Dhandha
1955 Taft Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90068
323-313-6409<tel:323-313-6409>
-----
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Subject:
131104 1014-2
From: Quinn Pond [mailto:quinn.pond@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 2:15 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion/Glendale Viaduct
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I just heard about the restoration and renovations to the Hyperion/Glendale Viaduct. First of all,
thank you for providing an investment in the bridge and a dedication to enhancing the
riverpathway! I saw the video and explanation at http://www.glendalehyperion.com/ and it looks
like you're taking a very responsible stance to improving this bridge - Thank you.
The only concern that I have is that I didn't see any mention of bicycle lanes in either direction.
Limiting transport across the bridge to cars and pedestrians seems restrictive to alternative
transportation (especially with such a nice path to the RiverPathWay)
I use the glen/hyp bridge regularly and it's already a pretty hairy experience biking across without
lanes (or even share the road signs).
Would you please consider including bicycle lanes in the renovations to this bridge?
Thank you for your service and your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Quinn Franklin
3191 Casitas Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
e: eskimoquinn07@hotmail.com<mailto:eskimoquinn07@hotmail.com>
p: (920) 539-2695
-----
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Subject:
131104 1014-3
From: Catherine Dent [mailto:cd@catherinedent.com]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 2:47 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject:
I am a resident of Atwater Village,
I support the EnrichLA/Sodder alternate proposal for the bridge renovation.
Thank you for your time and effort
Catherine Dent
Catherine Dent
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0219748/
www.silk-themovie.com<http://www.silk-themovie.com/>
-----
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Subject:
131104 1108
From: sahra sulaiman [mailto:sahra@streetsblog.org]
Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 10:28 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion-Glendale bridge -- please make it safe for all
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who has lived two blocks from the Hyperion-Glendale bridge for nearly 12 years, I
can't tell you just how important it is to me and others in the neighborhood that it remain
accessible for all. There are few ways to traverse the river and freeways in one shot, and none of
them are comfortable for cyclists or pedestrians. The idea that we would sink so much money into
improvements only to ensure that pedestrians might not have easy access to the newly proposed
sidewalks or cyclists would not be able to use the bridge safely for the next 100 years seems
ludicrous to me. I have to traverse it several times a week as it is, and it currently feels like I take
my life into my hands each time I do.
Making the bridge faster also makes little logical sense. In the 12 years I have lived here, I have
never once seen the bridge backed up with traffic. I cannot understand the purpose of encouraging
cars to speed through faster than they already do only to be brought to a neighborhood pace a half
mile later.
I support the LACBC's call for narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and
pedestrians and the nixing of crash barriers and banked turns discourage speeding. I'd also like to
see enhanced sidewalks on both sides of the bridge or, if that is not possible, signalized crosswalks
that make it possible for those on the south side of the bridge to access it just as easily as those on
the north.
The bridge is special for connecting communities and for giving you amazing views of the city, the
river, and the mountains all at once. It deserves to be treated as a neighborhood and community
asset to be enjoyed and safely traversed by all.
Below, I paste an excerpt of what my experience is in traversing the bridge now that I recently
wrote for Streetsblog (http://la.streetsblog.org/2013/10/23/advocates-push-for-a-more-livabledeath-bridge-the-glendale-hyperion-bridge-saga-continues/). Regardless of the design
implemented, I will continue to need to traverse that bridge, as I imagine other cyclists will.
Making room for all will mean that I won't have to put myself in anyone's way when I do, and that
should make everyone happy.
++++
"I've lived a couple of blocks from the bridge for the past 12 years and, in theory, I am deeply in
love with it.
As I stroll across it into Atwater Village, I love to stop and gawk at the river, gaze at the hills of
Griffith Park and the Verdugos, or marvel at just how many cars are packed onto the 5 freeway
and wonder out loud where all these people could possibly be going.
Then, I get to the end of the narrow walkway and I am dumped out of my dream state onto the tiny
Peninsula of Pedestrian Despair (pictured below), protected from the cars whizzing by at 40+ mph
on either side by only a few white lines, and I have to begin calculating how fast I can dash across
two lanes to the safety of the far sidewalk.
At heavy traffic times, I often think to myself that I am grateful that I have no children or pets that
might be saddened if I were to be flattened while playing this real-life version of Frogger.
When I bike the bridge to get to a doctor's appointment or the post-office or the artwalk or one of
the many places I need to get to on a regular basis, the situation feels even more dire.
So dire, in fact, that I have learned to time my rides down the hill into Atwater to the light at
Hyperion and Rowena. Meaning, I wait until eastbound cars are stopped at a red on Hyperion to
give myself a head start.
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"They'll see me this way," I tell myself as I move into the middle of the lane, take a deep breath and
hold it for the duration of my sprint down the hill.
As someone who has been on a bike for 20 years and endured insane conditions (like being
sexually assaulted while in motion<http://la.streetsblog.org/2012/06/07/metro-diary-gettingharassed-by-that-guy/>), it takes a lot for me to admit terror.
But the jaunt down the bridge manages to get me every time.
The road is in miserable condition - strewn with asphalt chunks, pebbles, cracks, uneven patches,
and potholes. And, I've got cars coming up behind me at high speeds as well as cars that I can't see
yet, but which will be coming up on my right at equally high speeds and trying to merge into my
lane as I reach the end of the bridge. And, the whole time, I am entirely aware that whomever is
behind me on the bridge is desperate to get past me because I am in the middle of the lane. I know
that's where I have to be because of the poor conditions, the curves which make it harder for
drivers to see me, and the fact that I need to give myself a buffer from traffic merging from my
right, but to a driver who has never biked the area, I probably seem more like an entitled
miscreant.
Sometimes, I nearly give myself whiplash trying to look over both my shoulders. Other times, I
stare straight ahead and continue holding my breath, figuring that if I'm going to die, it is probably
best if don't see it coming.
Riding back up the hill is equally as challenging.
Once you master riding in the middle of four lanes of traffic as you dash toward the bridge from
the light at Glenhurst/Glenfeliz (accessing the bridge requires you to be in one of the two center
lanes) and get comfortable with cars making last-minute, unsignaled lane changes right in front of
you or nearly clipping your back tire, you are greeted by terrible conditions. The westbound
asphalt is like cobblestone in sections (and not in a good way) and the curves and high walls along
the bridge mean that drivers coming up fast from below can't see you (and you can't see them) as
you slowly slog up the hill.
So, once again, I usually find myself taking up a lot of the lane for visibility purposes. And, while I'd
like to think drivers are sympathetic because it is a long hill, I'm pretty sure that they hate me
because they don't have any understanding of why I have to ride positioned as I do.
It is at these moments that I think about raising my fist to the sky and melodramatically invoking a
pox upon city officials and engineers on behalf of drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians alike, but I'm
usually too busy trying not to die."
++++
Best regards,
sahra
-Sahra Sulaiman
Communities Editor for Boyle Heights and South LA, LA Streetsblog
Documentary Photographer/Researcher
M.A., A.B.D. International Relations, USC
http://la.streetsblog.org/author/sahra/<http://southlastreetsblog.org>
-----
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Subject:
131105 0846
From: Margaret Jensen [mailto:joshuagrammy@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 11:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
wenn.chyn@lacity.org;
marie.rumsey@lacity.org;
Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; favboard@friendsofatwatervillage.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge realignment
The Hyperion Bridge proposed realignment serves the needs of both the Silverlake and Atwater
Village communities. I urge you to proceed to implement the proposal without any changes.
Sincerely,
Margaret Jensen and Grace Weisenstein
-----
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Subject:
131105 0849
From: E. Casson [mailto:ecasson@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 7:42 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; +councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; +tom.labonge@lacity.org;
+mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
+wenn.chyn@lacity.org;
+marie.rumsey@lacity.org;
+Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; +favboard@friendsofatwatervillage.org
Subject: HYPERION VIADUCT RESTORATION & RETROFIT PROJECT
I live in Atwater. I used to think I was a new resident but I've lived here for 22 years. I've been in
the area for 33 years. During all this time I've loved looking at this bridge/viaduct. Of course I've
also loved driving over it too! Friends of Atwater Village does a fabulous job of representing
Atwater Village needs. I have looked over the plans and want to join FAV in urging the speedy
improvements for the bridge/viaduct.
Edward Casson
3301 Garden Ave.
90039
-----
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Subject:
131105 1256
From: Mark Mallare [mailto:nachimark@outlook.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 11:33 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion highway--Complete & Great Streets for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Mark Mallare
3248 Cattaraugus Ave
LA, CA 90034
-----
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Subject:
131105 1427
From: David Thorne [mailto:david.thrn@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 1:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe viaduct for all

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;

Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit. It would be
a disservice to the communities on both sides of the bridge, and a rejection of idea of LA as a
forward-thinking city, if the Caltrans/BOE plan is implemented in its present form.
Sincerely,
David Thorne
david.thrn@gmail.com<mailto:david.thrn@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:
131106 0856
From: Karen Knapp [mailto:karen@atwatervillage.org]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 3:43 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; +councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; +tom.labonge@lacity.org;
+mary.d.rodriguez@lacity.org;
+wenn.chyn@lacity.org;
+marie.rumsey@lacity.org;
+Daniel.Halden@lacity.org; +favboard@friendsofatwatervillage.org
Subject: HYPERION VIADUCT RESTORATION & RETROFIT PROJECT
I think the current plan is the most productive and practical. While I understand that bicyclists
would like their own pathway across the bridge, I believe they can share the pedestrian path very
successfully, or use the widened car lane.
I would also like to reiterate the concern of many that the speed limit stay at 35 miles an hour, and
find ways of enforcing that speed.
Karen Knapp
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council
Central Atwater Representative
-----
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Subject:
131106 0857
From: Julia Meltzer [mailto:julia@clockshop.org]
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 7:13 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I walk and bike between Silver Lake and Atwater Village every day, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. I have a daughter who also walks with me and each
time we cross the bridge and come to the end it is perilous. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like
the project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Thank you for your consideration!
best,
Julia Meltzer
Julia Meltzer
Clockshop<http://www.clockshop.org>
c: 323-633-9689
o: 323-522-6014
-----
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Subject:
131106 1017
From: Adam Meltzer [mailto:meltzer17@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 9:55 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Opposing the Current Design of the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
Division of Environmental Planning -California Dept. of Transportation District 7
100 S. Main St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
RE: Opposing the Current Design of the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am writing as the chair of the Green Committee of the Los Feliz Neighborhood Council. I was
pleased to hear that the city is planning to retrofit the Glendale/Hyperion bridge to make it safer
from earthquake damage. We are lucky to live in a city and a country that takes pro-active
measures to avoid catastrophes due to unsafe structures.
I, as many others on the committee are cyclists and believe that our roads in Los Feliz and the
surrounding area should be safe to ride on. Our sidewalks should be wide enough for people to
walk without fear of speeding vehicles. The Glendale-Hyperion bridge is a perfect example of a
structure that fails in both regards. While we are excited at the prospects of what the bridge could
be we are disappointed with the current plans to retrofit and expand the bridge.
The proposal speaks about the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). This excerpt taken from the summary points out the importance
of planning and designing for bicycle and pedestrian use.
SAFETEA-LU addresses the many challenges facing our transportation system today - challenges
such as improving safety, reducing traffic congestion, improving efficiency in freight movement,
increasing intermodal connectivity, and protecting the environment - as well as laying the
groundwork for addressing future challenges. SAFETEA-LU promotes more efficient and effective
Federal surface transportation programs by focusing on transportation issues of national
significance, while giving State and local transportation decision makers more flexibility for
solving transportation problems in their communities.
In the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project; Initial
Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration/Environmental Assessment
and Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation prepared on August 23rd there is virtually no mention
of bike paths besides the shared pedestrian path on the red car bridge. The required widths of the
lanes, sidewalks and shoulders would easily leave room for a bike lane on either side and
sidewalks if the bridge were not built as a four-lane defacto freeway.
According to the initial study in section 1.2.2.2 in the curb-to-curb widths section they clearly state
the regulatory measurements (width) needed to build the bridge at.
Under American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) design
standards, a minimum curb-to-curb width of 56 feet is required to remove the deficiency related
to deck geometry. This includes 12-foot inner lanes, 14-foot curb lanes (12-foot travel lane and 2foot shoulder), and a 4-foot median along Hyperion Avenue.
The Northbound Glendale Boulevard Bridge and the Southbound Glendale Boulevard Bridge (both
over the Los Angeles River) have two 12-foot-wide travel lanes each, and these bridges do not
meet AASHTO standards.
The project would improve a functionally obsolete bridge that traverses a major freeway (I-5) and
the Los Angeles River, as well as seismically strengthen the viaduct complex to meet current
seismic standards.
(continued)
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If you were to create a bridge with one lane of traffic going in each direction and then increasing
the shoulder to create a bike lane to 4 feet on either side you will effectively reach 56'. These are
critical measurements, which could be reconfigured to include one lane going in each direction on
the bridge and including a bike lane and sidewalk safe for all. Traffic studies as referred to in the
PROPOSAL say the road can easily accommodate, at rush hour, the amount of cars going over that
bridge with one lane going in either direction.
We have the opportunity to create a 21st century multi-modal friendly bridge. Why not create that
and address all the stated design issues on page I-5 of the initial study document?
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Lower the designed speed limit to 35mph
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with way finding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to be inconsistent with the 2010 bike plan and Caltrans
complete streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across
the 5 Freeway and the LA River. Please consider this as you move forward with this project. I
would like confirmation that you received and read this letter. Thank you for your time.
Respectfully,
Adam Meltzer
Chair of the Los Feliz Neighborhood Council Green Committee
CC:
Tami Podesta, tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov<mailto:tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov>
Councilmember LaBonge, tom.labonge@lacity.org<mailto:tom.labonge@lacity.org>
Councilmember
O'Farrell,
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org<mailto:councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org>
Mayor Garcetti
Members of the Green Committee that support this letter are:
Katy Robinson (Co-Chair of the GC)
Adam Meltzer (Co-Chair of the GC)
Don Ward
Indu Subalya
Alyson Schill
Rick Ziegler
Gabriela Sosa
Duke Graham
Andy Lenigan
Jen Almiron
Bonnie Carter
Michael Samulon
-Stay strong and look forward,
Adam Meltzer,
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Los Angeles, U.S.A.
323-864-9130- cell
meltzer17@gmail.com<mailto:meltzer17@gmail.com>
Skype: meltz77
[http://artsearthpartnership.org/assets/images/aep-logo.jpg]
SITE: www.artsearthpartnership.org<http://www.artsearthpartnership.org/>
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/artsearthpartnership
Twitter: @artsearth<https://twitter.com/#!/@artsearth>
Live Sustainably!
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this message and any documents, files,
previous messages or other information attached to it, may be privileged, confidential and
protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient(s), you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to the message and deleting it from your computer.
-----
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Subject:
131107 0928
From: Paul Romero [paul_romero818@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 1:27 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject:
Dear Caltrans and BOE
I am writing you today about the Hyperion bridge you guys are planning to do work on in Atwater
Village. I read a artical saying you want to post a 55mph zone and I most say that is ABSOLUTLY
DANGEROUS! I went to John Marshall High School and walking on that narrow side walk with cars
flying by just inches away then having to cross the street at the bottom of the bridge, wait for it's
safe to cross. I think it's a accendent waiting to happen and I would hate to see young students
having to go thru that.
Then theirs the case of bikes going thru their. It's would be unsafe and unreasonible for cars to be
going that fast when their are bicyclist going thru their. Just think about what would happen.
Theirs a guy riding his bike, car is already at 55mph and all of a sudden he has to slow down/slam
on the breaks. The driver might hit the guy then by that time since he's going so fast he would just
go into the freeway and get away or he might stop causing the car behind him to hit him.
I just see so many bad things that could happen if you put the speed at 55mph and I hope you guys
come the sense that this idea is not the best for this street.

Sincerly,
Paul Joshua Romero
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Subject:
131107 0932
From: nancy wedeen [nanpsycle@icloud.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Bicycle roads & streets
Hello ...
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
We bike all over the LA area. We need safe streets.
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
* Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
* Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
* Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
* No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
* A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Please consider carefully. Bicycle routes and/or lanes improve communities!
Sincerely,
nancy & richard
we noho wedeens
Cycle & Recycle
Mini IPad
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Subject:
131107 0933-1
From: Shannon ORourke [shannonorourke@me.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:30 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway – Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone’s needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
* Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
* Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
* Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
* No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
* A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Shannon O'Rourke
2101 Hollyvista Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Subject:
131107 0933-2
From: David P. Dapper [dpdapper@me.com]
Sent: Saturday, October 05, 2013 10:32 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; tom.labonge@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, the project should
include:

* Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
* Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
* Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
* No crash barrier and banked turns that will only encourage people to drive even faster
* A full-width crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans’ complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.

Sincerely,
David P. Dapper
1155 South Grand Avenue
#1411
Los Angeles, CA 90015
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Subject:
131107 1023
Dear Tami Podesta -Thank you very much for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Hyperion Bridge
renovation.
Today is actually my son's 9th birthday and his wish was that we walk to school. We live in
Atwater Village but he goes to school at Franklin Elementary in Los Feliz, so to walk to school is a
bit of a challenge. It's not that far -- a little more than a mile -- but to do it requires crossing what
he and his 8 year old friend refer to as the "Death Bridge."
Well, I'd like to report that we made the trip this morning -- and we survived!! It was a terrifying
experience crossing the bridge. The sidewalks are far too narrow, there is no cross walk in
Atwater that enables you to get to the sidewalk on the bridge, and the cars go by so fast that if one
person happened to be sending a text message and swerved even a few feet out of their lane we
would have all been goners. That quick and easy -- See you later!
I bring this up to say -- I know that the new bridge renovation is going to happen one way or
another. And I look forward to it because anything will be better than what is there now. But I beg
you to please consider making this a community destination -- and not just a way for cars to speed
through our neighborhood. This is a neighborhood! Many people in Atwater would love to walk to
Silver Lake/Los Feliz, and vice versa -- but they can't do so because the bridge is not engineered
with pedestrians in mind.
I have taken a long hard look at the EnrichLA/Sodder alternate bridge renovation design and what
I really love about it is that it is making the bridge a community destination. The LA River is SO
beautiful in this area, and yet there is no way to get to it safely from the bridge. No way to stop and
enjoy it from the bridge. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to transform this bridge into
something we can all really be proud of and enjoy -- not just whiz over at 40 mph. Let's please take
the time to consider all options and really do this right!!
Thank you so much for your consideration.
Greg Brouwer
3767 Edenhurst Ave.
Atwater Village, 90039
On Friday, October 25, 2013 8:51 AM, "Podesta, Tami L@DOT" <tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov> wrote:
Dear Mr. Brouwer:
The comment period for the Glendale Blvd. Hyperion Ave. Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project environmental document has been extended to November 7, 2013, so you still have time to
submit your comment.
Please see the project website for more information:
http://www.glendalehyperion.com/
Tami Podesta
Senior Environmental Planner
213-897-0309
Department of Transportation
Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street, Ste. 100
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Los Angeles, CA 90012
From: Greg Brouwer [mailto:gbrouw@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 10:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: bridge comments?
Hi Tami -- is it too late to comment on the proposed Hyperion-Glendale bridge construction?
Thanks!
====================
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Subject:

131107 1242

From: Christine Anthony [mailto:canthony2@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 10:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: gene gilbert
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion bridges project.
Ms. Podesta,
As a resident of Atwater Village, the community at north end of this span, my comment is to get on
with it. The proposal to build a bridge that will accommodate traffic at higher than posted speeds
addresses the reality of what the traffic will do. It will become necessary for our community to put
in place a lower speed limit through the business district and we should fight for that and then for
the authorities to enforce it.
That there is a dedicated pedestrian and bicycle bridge to be constructed over pylons just
downriver from the G-H span solves concerns about accommodation for those forms of traffic.
As all the add-ons to this earthquake upgrade to a dangerous structure slow the design and
implementation process, before you know it the whole thing will get knocked down in just that
earthquake.
Thank you,
Christine Anthony
4064 Perlita Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90039
ph 323 376 6463
-----
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Subject:

131107 1259

From: Meher McArthur [mailto:mehermc@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:20 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Renovation
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am a Silver Lake resident currently residing in Atwater Village while our Silver Lake home is
being repaired after a fire. In the last year, my family and I have spend a lot of time crossing the
Hyperion Bridge, and we are concerned that the proposed renovations to the Hyperion Bridge are
moving in the wrong direction, as it were, since it will make the bridge even less pedestrian- and
cyclist-friendly than it already is. (I have walked across the bridge a few times - the sidewalk is
frighteningly narrow! I also see many school kids walking across that bridge and cyclists
contending with cars speeding over a blind hill) and create a further separation of these two
neighborhoods
I would urge you to consider the alternative proposal made by Los Angeles Walks, which would
transform the bridge into a multi-modal thoroughfare, used by cars,buses, bicycles and
pedestrians alike. It will be more in keeping with the history of our neighborhoods (which used to
be multi-modal) and more in line with future developments happening in these neigborhoods,
particularly the revitalization of the LA River that could being more people across the bridge ideally pedestrians and cyclists. Los Angeles is a City that will succeed in the future by depending
less on cars - look at the success of CicLAvia!
It would truly enhance all of our neighborhoods to make this key route one that is more hospitable
and safe for all community members.
Thank you for your consideration.
Meher McArthur
Silver Lake/Atwater Village Resident
Los Feliz Ledger contributor "Keen to be Green" column
Asian Art Curator, Author and Educator
(323) 459-7791
-----
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Subject:

131107 1301-1 (See 131107 1023 in the emails database)

From: Greg Brouwer [mailto:gbrouw@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:23 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: j crovitz; Linda Moore; Michael Rogozen; Moreno, Cesar I@DOT; shay doong; Wenn Chyn;
tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org;
allisonferraro@losfelizledger.com
Subject: Re: bridge comments?
Dear Tami Podesta -Thank you very much for this opportunity to comment on the proposed Hyperion Bridge
renovation.
Today is actually my son's 9th birthday and his wish was that we walk to school. We live in
Atwater Village but he goes to school at Franklin Elementary in Los Feliz, so to walk to school is a
bit of a challenge. It's not that far -- a little more than a mile -- but to do it requires crossing what
he and his 8 year old friend refer to as the "Death Bridge."
Well, I'd like to report that we made the trip this morning -- and we survived!! It was a terrifying
experience crossing the bridge. The sidewalks are far too narrow, there is no cross walk in
Atwater that enables you to get to the sidewalk on the bridge, and the cars go by so fast that if one
person happened to be sending a text message and swerved even a few feet out of their lane we
would have all been goners. That quick and easy -- See you later!
I bring this up to say -- I know that the new bridge renovation is going to happen one way or
another. And I look forward to it because anything will be better than what is there now. But I beg
you to please consider making this a community destination -- and not just a way for cars to speed
through our neighborhood. This is a neighborhood! Many people in Atwater would love to walk to
Silver Lake/Los Feliz, and vice versa -- but they can't do so because the bridge is not engineered
with pedestrians in mind.
I have taken a long hard look at the EnrichLA/Sodder alternate bridge renovation design and what
I really love about it is that it is making the bridge a community destination. The LA River is SO
beautiful in this area, and yet there is no way to get to it safely from the bridge. No way to stop and
enjoy it from the bridge. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to transform this bridge into
something we can all really be proud of and enjoy -- not just whiz over at 40 mph. Let's please take
the time to consider all options and really do this right!!
Thank you so much for your consideration.
Greg Brouwer
3767 Edenhurst Ave.
Atwater Village, 90039
On Friday, October 25, 2013 8:51 AM, "Podesta, Tami L@DOT"
<tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov<mailto:tami.podesta@dot.ca.gov>> wrote:
Dear Mr. Brouwer:
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The comment period for the Glendale Blvd. Hyperion Ave. Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project environmental document has been extended to November 7, 2013, so you still have time to
submit your comment.
Please see the project website for more information:
http://www.glendalehyperion.com/
Tami Podesta
Senior Environmental Planner
213-897-0309
Department of Transportation
Division of Environmental Planning
100 South Main Street, Ste. 100
Los Angeles, CA 90012
From: Greg Brouwer [mailto:gbrouw@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 10:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: bridge comments?
Hi Tami -- is it too late to comment on the proposed Hyperion-Glendale bridge construction?
Thanks!
-----
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Subject:

131107 1301-2

From: Sascha Rice [mailto:sascha@sascharice.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:35 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org; Joe Mellis
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
I live, work, exercise, shop, and raise my children in Silverlake. I travel between Atwater and
Silverlake everyday, often many times a day.
I am writing because it is absolutely critical that Hyperion Avenue be made safe for people like me
and my children.
And as leaders in the community, you have an amazing opportunity to take this modest action and
make extraordinary change.
Connecting our wonderful city hubs with accessible and safe transportation-ways is a priority for
me and this will do wonders to make Los Angeles a leader in urban development.
We walk our daughter to Ivanhoe school every morning and in the afternoon and on weekends
our son and daughter ride the neighborhood on their bikes. This is the way children grow and
how they learn to navigate their city. This kind of human experience is what makes this area so
highly valued.
Atwater Village has become a beautiful vibrant destination, but I am too frightened to allow my
family to walk or ride bikes over the bridge. When a friend was killed by a bus on her bicycle, I
stopped riding in the city. I teach my children bicycle safety, but I need you to provide better
safety conditions. Like the change around the reservoir, addressing the Hyperion safety hazard
will do wonders to creating a safer community.
I can choose to drive because it is unsafe, but what about my children? How are they supposed to
get around safely? They are quite capable of walking or riding their bikes, but it is up to our city
leaders to make it safe. Making our city safe for kids (who can not drive) is your responsibility.
Everyone's needs can be met if the project is designed for appropriate speeds through an urban
pedestrian community. Specifically, I would like the project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
*
Beautification with plants to bring drivers into the human space
It is your responsibility to make this project consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle and pedestrian access
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across the 5 Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make satisfy driver's
needs as well.
The safety of your constituents is your responsibility. Please don't characterize this as a "fridge
bicycle movement." This is about safety for all.
I understand working these considerations into action will extend the project's completion
horizon and it will be absolutely worth it.
Sincerely,
Sascha
2645 Ivanhoe Drive Los Angeles CA 90039
Sascha Rice
Director | Writer | Producer
To learn more about Sascha's EMMY NOMINATED feature go to:
www.patbrowndocumentary.com<http://www.patbrowndocumentary.com>
MyCaliforniaNow.com<http://mycalifornianow.com/>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1301-3

From: Catherine Jurca [mailto:cathjurca@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Catherine Jurca
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:07 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge project
Dear Ms. Podesta:
I am writing to object to the proposed redesign of the Hyperion Bridge. I drive across that bridge
all the time to get from Glendale Blvd. to Los Feliz, and back again, and even I think it's a terrible
idea not to include bike lanes and better pedestrian access. The project must take into account the
safety of these two groups as well and make it a resource for all users. This plan is a major step
backward in thinking about the transportation future of our city. It's a disaster that I hope your
agency will remedy.
Best wishes,
Catherine Jurca
-----
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Subject:

131107 1303-1

From: jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com [mailto:jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com] On Behalf Of
Jennie Chamberlain
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:33 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project
Hello,
I'm writing to you as a long term resident of Los Feliz and Silver Lake.
I appreciate all of the hard work that has gone into trying to improve this bridge but I have several
concerns regarding pedestrian and bike access and safety over the bridge.
Just to clear the air, I'm not sure why this is being painted in the media as a recent bike activists
issue. For as long as I can remember, over a decade, community members like myself have been
continually voicing our concerns for pedestrian and bike safety, for the desire to improve
walkability and a sense of community in Los Feliz, Silver Lake and the adjoining Atwater
neighborhoods. This desire has only grown stronger over the years. It is sad for me to hear that
some folks think that because they have been working on this project for 9 years, it is simply OK to
ignore other voices, of which there are many within the communities, who have as of yet not even
been invited to the table.
I am frankly quite discouraged by all of the rhetoric of livable streets with a lack of follow through
to make areas safe for pedestrians and cyclists.
On many occasions, starting back when my children were 4 (they are 8 now) they have asked to
walk or bike over the bridge to their favorite papusa restaurant. Without a car this trip is simply
reckless. And with children it would negligent.
To say that the bike path over the river will suffice does nothing to connect the neighborhoods.
Trust me as I say I have carried there and my bikes up and down the stairs (the location a serial
rapist chooses to use every few years or so to isolate his victims) that it is not simple or easy or
straightforward. And then you still need to cross Riverside. All this while many services are along
Glendale/Brand, not just up on Los Feliz Blvd.
There are a number of occasions when I would have to pack up my pajama clad children and load
them into the car to pick up my husband who biked back from work in Eagle Rock at the Atwater
side of the bridge simply because he felt it was too dangerous to cross. After hearing the public
testimony of many hit and run victims I am now glad he did.
I was heartened to hear that the impact study of construction on the bridge, with 2 lanes of traffic
closed, indicated that there would still easily be enough room to handle the volume of cars. So
please do not provide unnecessarily fast and more lanes than are necessary for cars. I hope DOT
will take this under careful consideration, reduce the number of car lanes and give space over to
pedestrians and bikes so that they too will have safe passage.
I challenge you to close lanes to car and actually count pedestrian and bike users who travel over
the bridge. As you see, currently they are uncountable - the bridge is simply too unsafe for most
people to even attempt, even though they would gladly walk or take their bikes across.
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I am also gravely concerned that if the bridge is designed for greater speeds rather than a drastic
reduction in speed we will continue to have pedestrian accidents. Most of the harm done by cars
speeding over the bridge (in lanes more plentiful and wider than is needed) is on the communities
flanking the bridge. These zones, which are heavily trafficked by pedestrians, and would be even
moreso if the bridge were slowed down, are under attack by cars speeding off the bridge. It makes
no sense to speed this short stretch up and have cars fly into otherwise congested areas. We have
had to many cyclist and pedestrian accidents (and deaths) in the neighborhood already.
I implore you to make the bridge and other passageways in our neighborhoods safe for
pedestrians, cyclists, children and old people, for the many who regularly use non car
transportation to work. This is not only a healthy thing to do for the community, it is a necessity.
Many Angelenos, many Silver Lake residents, many Atwater residents have only one car per family
or no car. They rely on you to make these roads safe.
As a neighborhood we have shown over and over again our commitment to walking. Ivanhoe
school regularly has 80% of its students walking, biking or scooting at least a portion of the way to
school - even without sidewalks on many of the neighborhood streets. Many more would like to
ride their bikes to King Middle School and Marshal. Please take this into consideration. Make the
neighborhood safer.
Thank You,
Jennie Chamberlain
310 770-6051
-----
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Subject:

131107 1303-2

From: Brandon Harvey [mailto:sandover@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:52 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comment on the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Hi, I'd like to make a brief comment on the project.
As someone who lives in the area (and who rides a bike to work), I strongly support making any
new infrastructure we build as friendly as possible toward cyclists and pedestrians. Curb lanes
should be broad; bike lanes should be there when they make sense; otherwise bike "sharrows"
should be painted in the lanes; sidewalks should be broad, smooth, and shaded by trees; it should
be possible to cross roads safely; and so forth. This project represents a great opportunity to
better connect two great neighborhoods. I strongly feel that we should get it right and not
continue to make the mistake of over-privileging automobile traffic.
Thank you!
Brandon Harvey
1751 Lucretia Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90026
-----
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Subject:

131107 1305-1

From: Daniel Chamberlain [mailto:daniel.chamberlain@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:16 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Public comment on glendale-hyperion bridge
Hello,
I'm writing to you as a long term resident of Los Feliz and Silver Lake.
I appreciate all of the hard work that has gone into trying to improve this bridge but I have several
concerns regarding pedestrian and bike access and safety over the bridge. As a regular user of the
bridge I can tell you that it is already used by cars to travel over 50 mph between Atwater and
Silver Lake. I would gladly trade a few MPH of that speed (which is already 15 MPH over the
posted speed limit, observed by nobody) for the inclusion of pedestrian walkways wide enough
for the dozens of high school kids that use it everyday and the inclusion of protected bike lanes for
cyclists moving across the city or coming up from the lovely river path. As it stands right now,
traffic comes barreling off the bridge into slow traffic in Atwater or into stand-still traffic in front
of the Silver Lake Trader Joes. This traffic needs no encouragement to go faster, and in fact the
overall safety of these neighborhoods, of pedestrians, of cyclists, of employees, and of drivers
would be best supported by taking measures to slow the traffic over the bridge.
I am also gravely concerned that if the bridge is designed for greater speeds rather than a drastic
reduction in speed we will continue to have pedestrian accidents. Most of the harm done by cars
speeding over the bridge (in lanes more plentiful and wider than is needed) is on the communities
flanking the bridge. These zones, which are heavily trafficked by pedestrians, and would be even
moreso if the bridge were slowed down, are under attack by cars speeding off the bridge. It makes
no sense to speed this short stretch up and have cars fly into otherwise congested areas. We have
had to many cyclist and pedestrian accidents (and deaths) in the neighborhood already.
As a neighborhood we have shown over and over again our commitment to walking. Ivanhoe
school regularly has 80% of its students walking, biking or scooting at least a portion of the way to
school - even without sidewalks on many of the neighborhood streets. Many more would like to
ride their bikes to King Middle School and Marshall. Please take this into consideration. Make the
neighborhood safer.
Allowing for safe, family-friendly connections between Silver Lake and Atwater will benefit both
neighborhoods, and the city as a whole. Businesses will be revitalized as the neighborhoods would
be better connected, and we would be getting closer to having a healthy, living, sustainable city.
Please alter the design to include deliberate and meaningful provisions for the many citizens who
would prefer to walk or bike over the bridge. There is more than enough space on the bridge for a
lane of cars each way, an emergency lane if needed, and safer spaces for bikes and pedestrians.
Daniel Chamberlain
-----
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Subject:

131107 1305-2

From: Michael Shifflett [mailto:doctor@thedilettantes.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical that
Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Michael Shifflett
327 Welcome St
LA, 90026
-Michael Shifflett
Dilettante
c. 213.359.1591
e. doctor@thedilettantes.net<mailto:doctor@thedilettantes.net>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-1

From: Paul Berolzheimer [mailto:zerodbspl@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project Comment Card
Paul Berolzheimer
1411 Marion Drive
Glendale, CA 91205
zerodbspl@yahoo.com<mailto:zerodbspl@yahoo.com>
818-331-8514
I've been a homeowner and resident of Adams Hill of 21 years, and all that time have considered
Atwater and Silverlake to be part of my extended neighborhood. I patronize the cafes &
restaurants & grocery stores there frequently, and worked for the better part of 4 years in a
building right at the foot of the bridge, on the Atwater side. I've always thought that the Hyperion
Bridge complex has a tremendous amount of wasted potential- it's situated wonderfully for views
of the river and the city, but with it's high solid walls, high speed traffic, and narrow sidewalks, it's
impossible to enjoy those views. I believe we have an opportunity now to change the bridge from
something that's unpleasant and dangerous into something beautiful and enjoyable, a destination,
and to improve it's functionality for a borad set of users at the same time. I'd like to see wides
sidewalks on both sides, bike lanes, park benches, and a single lane for car traffic each direction. I
also think a crosswalk in the middle of the bridge would be helpful- it would allow pedestrians
and sightseers to enjoy views up and down the river, and would have a traffic calming effect as
well. It currently takes only 30-40 seconds to cross the bridge at the current posted speed limit;
no one will lose any significant time if we slow traffic on the bridge for a few hundred feet. We're
only talking about a few seconds of driver's time, in exchange for a huge improvement in the
quality of life in this area.
-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-2

From: Jeannie Olander [mailto:jeannieolander@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:56 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; marie.rumsey@lacity.org; Mitch.Ofarrell@lacity.org;
christine.peters@lacity.org; eric.garcetti@lacity.org; john.brady@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Tami Podesta & Hyperion Bridge Team,
I am concerned that the Hyperion Bridge design has not incorporated the critical need for bike
lanes on the bridge or a safe pedestrian crossing at the junction of Hyperion Avenue and Glendale
Blvd. Many constituents in the adjacent neighborhoods rely solely on walking and biking as part
of their primary, daily commute. If the Hyperion Bridge is designed to solely move cars quickly
with no thought to the risk to pedestrians and bicyclists, then there will be tragic accidents.
Some folks choose to bike and walk, but others do not have a choice. Please understand how this
bridge will affect the daily lives of those people living and working in these neighborhoods. Please
put yourselves in their shoes. We need to design infrastructure that considers the vast percentage
of our population that don't have cars to drive.
Thank you for your time and attention to this urgent matter.
Jeannie Olander
323.620.1487
-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-3 (Referenced as 131106 1545-2 in the Letter
Comments Database)
Attachments: Hyperion Bridge Letter.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: Roadblock [mailto:roadblock@midnightridazz.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Josh Chatten-Brown
Subject: Hyperion Public Comment

Dear Tami
I am a member of the groups Vision Hyperion, Midnight Ridazz and Angelenos for a Great
Hyperion Bridge as well as several other emerging citizen action groups.
I would like to submit my concerns regarding the proposal for the Hyperion Glendale Bridge
Complex.
I appreciate the thought of a citizen advisory board, however ground zero for that board must
include BOTH sidewalks AND bike lanes the length of the bridge in order to mitigate my concerns.
The current proposed plan creates a danger by removing the sidewalk on the south side as well as
the banked roads and engineered speed designed for high speed.
Removing the sidewalk would create a hazard for me as a cyclist since many people will likely use
the shoulder or bike lane if not provided an ADA compliant space and in particular this danger will
be present at night.
Many people use bike lanes as their side walk for running and walking and this would create a
danger.
The presence of crash barricades would create an emergency vehicle hazard in the event of a
major collision.
The IAES document itself afirms that a road diet is feasible for the bridge with no additional
impact on peak hour traffic. Page 103
attached are diagrams regarding my concerns including a diagram that would mitigate my
concerns.
removing the sidewalk is a NON negotiable.
thanks
-don ward
stake holder.
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-----
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Subject:

131107 1306-4

From: Jeannie Olander [mailto:jeannieolander@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:56 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; marie.rumsey@lacity.org; Mitch.Ofarrell@lacity.org;
christine.peters@lacity.org; eric.garcetti@lacity.org; john.brady@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Tami Podesta & Hyperion Bridge Team,
I am concerned that the Hyperion Bridge design has not incorporated the critical need for bike
lanes on the bridge or a safe pedestrian crossing at the junction of Hyperion Avenue and Glendale
Blvd. Many constituents in the adjacent neighborhoods rely solely on walking and biking as part
of their primary, daily commute. If the Hyperion Bridge is designed to solely move cars quickly
with no thought to the risk to pedestrians and bicyclists, then there will be tragic accidents.
Some folks choose to bike and walk, but others do not have a choice. Please understand how this
bridge will affect the daily lives of those people living and working in these neighborhoods. Please
put yourselves in their shoes. We need to design infrastructure that considers the vast percentage
of our population that don't have cars to drive.
Thank you for your time and attention to this urgent matter.
Jeannie Olander
323.620.1487
-----
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Subject:

131107 1307-1 (Referenced as 130930 0829-1 in the Letter
Comments Database)
Attachments: hyperion bridge letter 2.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: james bledsoe [mailto:jamesbleds0e@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:36 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Public comment concerning Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement Project.
to: Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Good morning, please absorb and incorporate the following in all future public projects.
The Hyperion Bridge Project needs to be redesigned. The Redesign of all future public works
projects need to embrace a new and progressive set of criteria. First: Water must be treated as a
resource to be slowed and kept on site, instead of moving into the ocean as fast as possible. Two:
Paved road ways must be designed to embrace as many different uses as possible. The term
complete streets in all of its many aspects must become an excepted term of art.
In keeping with the above two part design colloquium the Hyperion design project needs an
extensive and complete reassessment. Beginning at Rowena heading northerly on Hyperion Ave.,
transform the 60 feet currently of utilized as four lanes of automotive, light trucks, and buses into
one lane north and down hill with two lanes south and up hill. This will accommodate; three 11
foot lanes for automobiles, two 6 foot bicycle lanes, two 3 foot separations to be placed between
the cars and bicycle /pedestrian space and two 4 foot pedestrian sidewalks. These new pedestrian
and bicycle accommodations will require shade trees, permeable pavement, water catchments and
road separation from the fast automotive traffic. The water catchments are to be designed to
absorb all rain, at rates; of up to 4 inches in one week, 12 inches in one month or a potential 50
inches in one year. The absorption area will be the entire 100 feet of city right of way and any
other current feed areas that can not be adsorbed and kept in the grounds where those rains fall.
The entire length of Hyperion from Rowena to Glendale Blvd and all other roads connected with
this project must be constructed to accommodate cars, bicycles and pedestrians, water and
plantings must also be considered from the above standard. Any existing regulation
countermanding these design criteria will need to be reviewed for life safety concerns. City
municipal code and zoning requirements can be granted variances and modifications as necessary.
There are already several state water conservation requirements that require similar
conservation strategies on private property. We are asking to apply those standards to this and all
future public works projects. AB 1358 is germane here. As are several other recently enacted
legislative directives. Please come to understand that the base line design criteria needs to be, how
will our grate grand children's grate grand children be affected by our actions today?
thank you
good diggin'
jim
-----
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Subject:
131107 1307-2
Attachments: signature.asc; _Certification_.txt
From: Robert "Fixer" Smith [mailto:fixer@livenation.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:51 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Comments on Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
I am an Atwater Village resident and former Atwater Village Neighborhood Council member and
co-chair. I wanted to take this opportunity to weigh in on the 2005 plans for this bridge project
and the possibilities of a newly revised plan.
The character and make-up of this neighborhood has changed dramatically since 2005, as has the
City and it's Plans and Ordinances. It would be ludicrous to take a plan that is so old and outdated
and try to make such a major, lasting change to the neighborhood. It would not take much time or
effort to consider the changes being proposed to keep this project in alignment with the overall
transportation goals of the City while also IMPROVING the bridge and surrounding area for people
using all forms of transportation.
The trends seem to be a movement towards less single person automobile transportation, not
more. We need our core infrastructure to reflect that trend.
Thanks for your consideration.
-Robert Smith | Post Production Manager
(:: +1.323.207.6484 | +1.323.769.4789 fax | x44993 internal LN
8:: fixer@livenation.com | AIM: bigdaddyfix
*:: 7060 Hollywood Blvd, 2nd Floor, | Hollywood, CA, | 90028
::: http://www.livenation.com <http://www.livenation.com/>

-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 290

Subject:

131107 1310 (Referenced as 131004 1421-1 in the E-mail Database)

From: Ezra Horne [mailto:ezrahorne@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:51 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; Tom LaBonge; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ezra Horne
3944 1/2 Marathon St
Los Angeles, CA 90029
-----
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Subject:

131107 1326

From: Fabienne Bouville [mailto:fbouvil@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 12:39 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion bridge
Hello,
As a resident of atwater village, i would like to express my support to integrate a bike path and
pedestrian access to the hyperion bridge project. I feel it is also important to preserve its historic
and original design for the sake of our neighborhood's identity.
Thank you very much,
Fabienne Bouville
3837 Brunswick ave
Los Angeles, CA 90039
-----
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Subject:

131107 1327

From: Mitch Suskin [mailto:msuskin@kamosuskin.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 7:05 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: info@la-bike.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway! Build a SAFE Viaduct for ALL
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcelli:
As someone who bikes and walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is critical that
Hyperion Ave be made safe for pedestrians and bicyclists. Everyone's needs can be met if the
project is designed for appropriate speeds through our urban community. Project must include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide space for cyclists and pedestrians
A complete crosswalk on Atwater end of viaduct to let people access sidewalk from both sides of
Glendale Blvd. and give cyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge.
There's NO reason this project cannot be consistent with bike plan and Caltrans streets policy.
The viaduct si currently dangerous and the greatest barrier to safe access across the I-5 Freeway
and the Los Angeles Rier. This project must change that and make all travelers safer.
Thanks very much,
Mitch Suskin
4380 Lemp Ave
Los Angeles, CA
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 293

Subject:

131107 1403

From: Ryan Snyder [mailto:ryan@rsa.cc]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 8:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Hello Tami
I just wanted to state my desire to see a design of the Hyperion bridge that is much more
pedestrian and bicycle-friendly. In this era of global warming it makes little sense to spend public
money to simply move cars faster.\
Thanks!
Ryan Snyder
Ryan Snyder Associates
10501 Wilshire Boulevard, #1910
Los Angeles, California USA 90024
Tel: 310-475-3895
-----
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Subject:

131107 1418

From: Doris Del Castillo [mailto:dorisdelc@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 1:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Renovation
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am the mother of 3 children ages 8, 6, and 3 and our family has lived in Silver lake for 4 years
now.
We live on Panorama Terrace and often walk, as a family, to Trader Joe's, Pinkberry, and local
restaurants. We would love to walk across the Hyperion Bridge into Atwater Village as a family as
well but it is not safe. A few times i have done that walk by myself and always get nervous at the
end when i have to dash across 2 lanes of traffic, i could not imagine shepherding 3 little people
across (and then have to do it again on the return!)
I urge you, in renovating the bridge, to proceed with the option that best supports pedestrians in
the neighborhood. If more people were encouraged to explore our neighborhood and Atwater
Village on foot both local businesses and our sense of community would benefit.
Sincerely,
Doris Del Castillo
Los Angeles, 90039
323-663-0853
-----
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Subject:

131107 1421 (Referenced as 131107 1303-1 in the E-mail Database)

From: jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com [mailto:jennie.chamberlain@gmail.com] On Behalf Of
Jennie Chamberlain
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 2:01 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Re: Glendale-Hyperion Complex of Bridges Improvement Project
One more thing.....
At the Public Hearing for the Hyperion Glendale bridge, many people used these words to
characterize the bridge and their experience using it TOO FAST
TOO DANGEROUS
TOO LOUD
TAKING YOUR LIFE IN YOUR HANDS
RECKLESS DRIVING
A DEATH BRIDGE
HEAD-ON COLLISIONS
SPEEDING OFF THE BRIDGE INTO CONGESTED NEIGHBORHOODS
DANGEROUS FOR CARS, BIKES AND PEDESTRIANS
NOT SAFE
No one talked about the need to speed up their commute. No one talked about the need to
preserve car lanes. This is in stark contrast to discussions about other roads such as Rowena,
which has successfully undergone a "road diet."
Please listen to the people. Please make this bridge safe for all forms of transportation. Stop
creating a bridge that is faster than is needed and faster than is safe. The community is relying on
your leadership.
Thank You,
Jennie Chamberlain
On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 11:32 AM, Jennie Chamberlain
<jennie.chamberlain@post.harvard.edu<mailto:jennie.chamberlain@post.harvard.edu>> wrote:
Hello,
I'm writing to you as a long term resident of Los Feliz and Silver Lake.
I appreciate all of the hard work that has gone into trying to improve this bridge but I have several
concerns regarding pedestrian and bike access and safety over the bridge.
Just to clear the air, I'm not sure why this is being painted in the media as a recent bike activists
issue. For as long as I can remember, over a decade, community members like myself have been
continually voicing our concerns for pedestrian and bike safety, for the desire to improve
walkability and a sense of community in Los Feliz, Silver Lake and the adjoining Atwater
neighborhoods. This desire has only grown stronger over the years. It is sad for me to hear that
some folks think that because they have been working on this project for 9 years, it is simply OK to
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ignore other voices, of which there are many within the communities, who have as of yet not even
been invited to the table.
I am frankly quite discouraged by all of the rhetoric of livable streets with a lack of follow through
to make areas safe for pedestrians and cyclists.
On many occasions, starting back when my children were 4 (they are 8 now) they have asked to
walk or bike over the bridge to their favorite papusa restaurant. Without a car this trip is simply
reckless. And with children it would negligent.
To say that the bike path over the river will suffice does nothing to connect the neighborhoods.
Trust me as I say I have carried there and my bikes up and down the stairs (the location a serial
rapist chooses to use every few years or so to isolate his victims) that it is not simple or easy or
straightforward. And then you still need to cross Riverside. All this while many services are along
Glendale/Brand, not just up on Los Feliz Blvd.
There are a number of occasions when I would have to pack up my pajama clad children and load
them into the car to pick up my husband who biked back from work in Eagle Rock at the Atwater
side of the bridge simply because he felt it was too dangerous to cross. After hearing the public
testimony of many hit and run victims I am now glad he did.
I was heartened to hear that the impact study of construction on the bridge, with 2 lanes of traffic
closed, indicated that there would still easily be enough room to handle the volume of cars. So
please do not provide unnecessarily fast and more lanes than are necessary for cars. I hope DOT
will take this under careful consideration, reduce the number of car lanes and give space over to
pedestrians and bikes so that they too will have safe passage.
I challenge you to close lanes to car and actually count pedestrian and bike users who travel over
the bridge. As you see, currently they are uncountable - the bridge is simply too unsafe for most
people to even attempt, even though they would gladly walk or take their bikes across.
I am also gravely concerned that if the bridge is designed for greater speeds rather than a drastic
reduction in speed we will continue to have pedestrian accidents. Most of the harm done by cars
speeding over the bridge (in lanes more plentiful and wider than is needed) is on the communities
flanking the bridge. These zones, which are heavily trafficked by pedestrians, and would be even
moreso if the bridge were slowed down, are under attack by cars speeding off the bridge. It makes
no sense to speed this short stretch up and have cars fly into otherwise congested areas. We have
had to many cyclist and pedestrian accidents (and deaths) in the neighborhood already.
I implore you to make the bridge and other passageways in our neighborhoods safe for
pedestrians, cyclists, children and old people, for the many who regularly use non car
transportation to work. This is not only a healthy thing to do for the community, it is a necessity.
Many Angelenos, many Silver Lake residents, many Atwater residents have only one car per family
or no car. They rely on you to make these roads safe.
As a neighborhood we have shown over and over again our commitment to walking. Ivanhoe
school regularly has 80% of its students walking, biking or scooting at least a portion of the way to
school - even without sidewalks on many of the neighborhood streets. Many more would like to
ride their bikes to King Middle School and Marshal. Please take this into consideration. Make the
neighborhood safer.
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Thank You,
Jennie Chamberlain
310 770-6051<tel:310%20770-6051>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1550

From: Diane Edwardson [mailto:diane.edwardson@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:17 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; councilmember.labonge@lacity.org
Subject: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
I do not think you need to cater to the bike riders on the Glendale Hyperion Bridge project.
Frankly I'm sick & tired of losing motorized traffic lanes of to bikes. In this case, there are a
number of alternative bridges being constructed to cross the river - including one on the old
bridge footings adjacent to the Hyperion Bridge. This is a major commuter corridor.
It's safer for everyone involved to just get the bikes onto an alternative route. As it is the bike
riders .
A great deal of attention was paid to preserving & restoring the historic character of the bridge
complex. Don't screw it up.
-Diane Edwardson
2642 Corralitas Dirve
Los Angeles CA 90039
(323) 666-1392
diane.edwardson@gmail.com<mailto:diane.edwardson@gmail.com>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1553-1

From: Craig Collins [mailto:craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:24 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Eric Bruins
Subject: Please file this as a comment to the Hyperion Bridge Retrofit documents
The following is a comment on the proposed Hyperion/Glendale Bridge Seismic Retrofit Project.
Please submit this with project documents:
This project contains many essential and highly desirable features, including historic restoration
of bridge elements, some needed bicycle and pedestrian improvements, and realignment of
critically deficient traffic patterns. It is always refreshing to see comprehensive solutions to
complex transportation retrofit projects.
However, key flaws in the design are glaringly lacking in basic connectivity. After all, a bridge is
the most important structure to provide connections, so its inadequacy threatens the entire
project to fail its most important function.
The project fails to contemplate the village nexus of Silver Lake and of Atwater, which are rapidly
becoming more pedestrian and bicycle oriented communities. Directing high-speed traffic into
these already congested zones is unneeded and creates greater safety conflict between different
travel modes.
It is also important to understand that recent changes in California statutes on LOS (Level of
Service) standards allow flexibility to meet modern multi-modal transportation goals. Thus,
although the prioritization of rapid auto travel might have been relevant when this project began
ten years ago, they are no longer necessary or sufficient for modern planning goals. Moreover,
inappropriate prioritizing of automotive travel at the expense of basic connectivity and access for
bicycle and pedestrian use exposes the project to potential legal action under CEQA and long-term
liability for basic safety inadequacy.
Here are primary issues that need to be addressed, and important opportunities to explore fully:
1). Engineering of the Hyperion bridge with banked turns, wider traffic lanes, concrete divider,
and 55 mph speed standard is inappropriate and a poor use of funds. Costs of this unneeded
enhancement should be redirected to improving other important elements.
Key failure is lack of the most basic bicycle access, at both the west and east end of the bridge
complex. Although bicycle access to the LA River path is improved, the critical need is for safe
bicycle access between the communities of Atwater and Silver Lake. There is simply no safe way
for bicyclists to continue in the direction of travel. Not only is there no adequate lane on the
bridge, bicycle travelers at each end are dumped into high speed automotive traffic.
This places the project in non-compliance with the Bicycle Plan. Alternative proposals have
already surfaced with a more comprehensive approach. These include new bicycle ramps, wider
bike lanes and sidewalks, and narrower or fewer traffic lanes to support safe bicycle and
pedestrian travel.
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2.) The eastern Hyperion/Glendale merge is challenging for bicycle and pedestrian access and
safety. However, it can be solved with a forward-looking view towards maximizing the village
appeal of both Atwater and Silver Lake neighborhoods. Reengineering this critical issue is
necessary.
3.) The project fails to asses the congestion of traffic from north/east bound Hyperion and
Glendale to the I-5 North ramp. This causes significant congestion at the Valleybrink intersection
and requires all freeway-bound traffic to U-turn.
Earlier plans for the project included creation of a left turn from Glendale Blvd. North to the I-5
North ramp. This involved repurposing the unneeded Glendale Southbound U-turn under the
Hyperion bridge, into a signalized approach for Glendale Northbound traffic to conveniently
access the I-5 North ramp. This element eliminates the need for Glendale traffic to use the
congested U-turn at Valleybrink to access the I-5 North ramp, thus substantially reducing traffic
that must make the Valleybrink U-turn.
4.) An unmet opportunity is to create a pedestrian plaza adjacent to the Pedestrian/Bike Bridge
over the Los Angeles River on the Red Car Pilings, using the existing floodwater channeling
abutments. This can be accomplished with open-air steel grating as used on many bridges, to
maintain daylight on the river, and can be raised above the height of the abutments as needed for
flood control.
We have seen no plans for the new bridge. It is essential that it be in character with the adjacent
Hyperion/Glendale structure, and with adequate width for both pedestrian and bicycle use.
There is still opportunity for this project to achieve its potential, and to avoid unneeded legal delay
that can only increase costs. Sensible fine-tuning of the engineering can result in a bridge project
the entire city can be proud of and that will well serve the next century's needs.
Thank you,
Craig Collins
NB: this is provided as a personal comment and is not the official position of Silver Lake
Reservoirs Conservancy.
Craig Collins
President
craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org<mailto:craig.collins@silverlakereservoirs.org>
www.SilverLakeReservoirs.org<http://www.SilverLakeReservoirs.org>
Silver Lake Reservoirs Conservancy
P.O. Box 39735, Los Angeles CA 90039
-----
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Subject:

131107 1553-2

From: Maeve McQuillan [mailto:maeveq@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am a Silverlake resident with two small kids. I urge you to consider the alternative proposal
suggested by LA walks for the Hyperion Bridge renovation. Their proposal would allow the
bridge to be used for mutli- modal purposes. It would be advantageous to communities on both
sides of the bridge, which currently are only safely accessible via car. I have crossed that bridge on
foot and it is awful. Right now LA is at a turning point, more and more people are moving away
from the car as the sole means of transportation, and it would be amazing if the Hyperion Bridge
could play a part in this exciting change. We need to be forward thinking and continue the spirit of
revitalization that is being exemplified in the LA River clean up and transformation.
Sincerely,
Maeve McQuillan
-----
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Subject:

131107 1553-3

From: Jennifer Lao [mailto:jennifer.lao.2@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Design - Cars vs. Community
Hi Tami,
I believe the City's design for the Hyperion Bridge is not conducive to building a community. It
includes little traffic calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential
Silver Lake and Atwater. Please consider lowering the allowed or designed speed and removing
the crash barriers.
The bridge is dangerous for pedestrians and it does not promote the City's goal to encourage
alternative transportation. Please include safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists. The
community doesn't want more accidents, injuries, or lives lost.
Thanks for your time,
Jennifer
Los Feliz Resident
Green Space Los Feliz Organizer
-----
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Subject:

131107 1554

From: Roadblock [mailto:roadblock@midnightridazz.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Cc: Josh Chatten-Brown
Subject: Hyperion Public Comment

Dear Tami
I am a member of the groups Vision Hyperion, Midnight Ridazz and Angelenos for a Great
Hyperion Bridge as well as several other emerging citizen action groups.
I would like to submit my concerns regarding the proposal for the Hyperion Glendale Bridge
Complex regarding the CRASH BARRICADES and access to emergency vehicles:
Imagine a scenario like this... with 55MPH speeds the level of crashes will be more severe..... What
if it's big enough to clog the lanes? what if a panicked 911 caller cant get their bearings and gives
the wrong coordinates? EMS vehicles would need to reroute quite a distance to correct since the
freeway crash barricades will prevent them from simply crossing over to the opposite direction of
travel.
please see attached image for a visualization.
-----
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Subject:

131107 1555 (Referenced as 131107 1555 as Letter Comments
Database)
Attachments: updated to podesta.pdf; Glendale-Hyperion102913.pdf; Hyperion Sections and
pictures of boardwalk print.pdf; _Certification_.htm
From: Tomasogrady@enrichla.org [mailto:tomasogrady@enrichla.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:18 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Moreno, Cesar I@DOT; 'Wenn Chyn'; tom.labonge@lacity.org;
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org; allisonferraro@losfelizledger.com
Subject: RE: the bridge proposal

November 7, 2013
Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Dept of Transportation District 7
100 S Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Ave Bridges Improvement Project

Dear Ms. Podesta:
I want to begin by saying that the town hall meeting on October 28th for the Hyperion bridge
redesign was civil, engaging, well organized, and a remarkable show of a new civic engagement in
this city. Thank you. As a result of your hard work to give everyone a seat at the table, we see that
you have received a number of very well thought out designs. We ask you and the city family look
at all of these designs and consider the best ideas from each. They all have excellent methods of
improving this design. As a public service we have created our own proposal.
We believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic
calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and
Atwater. We ask that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that
you include generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.
We believe that given the renaissance of the LA River and given that the city leadership is asking
the federal government to help finance an improved river, this bridge design should encourage
lingering at the crossing and certainly should allow easy and safe travel by foot and bike.
Our proposal attached shows bike and pedestrian lanes. Our proposal additionally shows an
expanded boardwalk park built on the old piers to actually make the bridge a destination as
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opposed to just a crossing. This would be an expansion of your very smart proposal to install a
non-car bridge on the old red car piers.
Finally given that your proposal states that the bridge can easily handle rush hour with one lane
each way versus two and given that you will be eliminating all 5-North Silver Lake bound traffic
(the cars will no longer have to u-turn and ride over the bridge), there seems to be a good
argument to go further than our proposal and reduce this to a one car-lane bridge each way
thereby giving plenty of room for very comfortable bike and pedestrian lanes.
Very sincerely,

Tomas O’Grady
Executive Director
www.enrichla.org <http://www.enrichla.org/>
323 387 3866
newwebheaderelongatedcr <http://enrichla.org/blog/>
-----
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Subject:

131107 1612

From: emiliana dore [mailto:emdore@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 3:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: BETTER HYPERION BRIDGE DESIGN
Dear Ms. Podesta;
I have been a resident of Atwater Village for the past 15 years. I am writing to urge you to please
consider a more bike and pedestrian-friendly bridge design for the Hyperion Bridge. The city has
done so much in recent years to enhance and improve the LA River. Additionally, our Atwater
community has grown significantly over the past ten years. There are so many wonderful, inviting
restaurants and shops along Glendale Boulevard. We have truly become a village.
The updates to the Hyperion Bridge present a great opportunity to make our city even more
inviting. Please consider an alternative proposal that embraces all that Los Angeles can be.
Thank you for your time,
Emiliana Dore
-----
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Subject:

131107 1613

From: Will Wright [mailto:will@aialosangeles.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Marie (E-mail); christine.peters@lacity.org; Eric Garcetti; john.brady@lacity.org
Subject: Comments on Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Project

Ms. Podesta:

Please make Hyperion safer for people. Please emphasize it's placemaking opportunity by
configuring the street to best serve people, rather can automobile traffic only.

I am concerned that the proposed design for the Hyperion Ave viaduct will not be safe and inviting
for pedestrians and cyclists.

We suggest improvements to the design to create a bridge that is safe for all users. Los Angeles
Walks is a pedestrian advocacy organization dedicated to promoting walking and pedestrian
infrastructure in Los Angeles, educating Angelenos and local policymakers concerning the rights
and needs of pedestrians of all abilities, and fostering the development of safe and vibrant
environments for all pedestrians. We view the viaduct as an important link between two walkable
Los Angeles communities – Los Feliz/Silver Lake and Atwater where linkages are very limited due
to the Los Angeles River and Interstate 5.

It is therefore extremely problematic that the proposed project is designed to freeway standards
at 55 miles per hour, with a crash barrier and wide vehicle lanes that tend to encourage fast
driving. These design standards are not appropriate in urban settings and would disadvantage
pedestrians and cyclists and be a safety hazard for all users. Fortunately, modifications to the
distribution and width of facilities on the right of way can significantly improve the viaduct as a
complete street and provide a vital community connection.

very truly yours,

Will Wright, Hon. AIA|LA
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Director, Government and Public Affairs
AIA Los Angeles
3780 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 800
Los Angeles, CA 90010
213.639.0764 office
310.309.9580 mobile
213.639.0767 fax
will
@aialosangeles.org <mailto:will@aialosangeles.org>
www.aialosangeles.org <http://www.aialosangeles.org/>

Subscribe to the AIA|LA Newsletter <http://tinyurl.com/dxpcwbu>
-----
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Subject:

131108 0846

From: Kryste Kurlander [mailto:k2@ktb.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:24 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION BRIDGE
We believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic
calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and Atwater
Village. We ask that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that
you include generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists. Thank you for your
consideration.
Kryste
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-1 (Referenced as 131106 1545-1 in Letter Comments
Database)

From: Karin Flores [mailto:kflores@folar.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: info@la-bike.org; leweye@gmail.com
Subject: COMMENT: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
November 7, 2013

Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement

Dear Ms. Podesta,

Friends of the Los Angeles River, a non-profit organization, has advocated on behalf of the river
since 1986, and here we offer our comments for the above project.

We have learned that Councilmember O'Farrell would like to create an advisory board for the
design of the bridge, and Friends of the Los Angeles River would like to be invited to participate on
this this board.

We notice that you do not reference under "related projects" the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
document, "Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study". If Alternative
16 or 20 is chosen, this will reconfigure the west bank of the river north of the bridge, which could
potentially impact your detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park.

FoLAR would like to see pedestrian continuity created on the east bank of the river under the
bridge complex. We have been told verbally that it is feasible to cut a horizontal walkway into the
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trapezoidal bank, but that funds are not available for this element in the current project budget.
We hope to achieve this pedestrian connection in the future.

The community has expressed in both recent meetings the desire to make this bridge a river
destination, with much more room for bicyclists and pedestrians, and more safety protection
through separation of these pathways from car lanes. The idea of creating lookout stopping places
has also been suggested, and it seems very appropriate, considering the current wildlife and the
large-scale plans for increased river habitat quality.

Lastly, the current dimensions for the pedestrian facility on the Red Car piers should be widened,
so that bicyclists and pedestrians can each have a lane, preventing clashes between the users. An
engineer at the community meeting explained that the piers provide enough room to expand this
pathway, although it would be a challenge to the project budget. If it cannot be expanded in this
phase, perhaps it can be designed to allow for a future expansion.

Sincerely,

Lewis MacAdams
Co-Founder and President
Friends of the Los Angeles River
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 250
Los Angeles, CA 90065
Tel: (323) 223-0585
www.folar.org<http://www.folar.org/>
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-2

From: Kathryn Savage [mailto:kmsavage@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:50 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Keep Sidewalks on Both Sides of Hyperion Bridge
When I walk across Hyperion Bridge to visit friends in Silver Lake, I do not feel that the City of L.A.
cares about my safety.
I do not feel safe walking on the north side stairways. They lead to homeless encampments and
the stairways are dark and secluded. Even in a group, my friends and I don't feel safe taking the
north side stairways.
To walk across the bridge on the south side, we have to brave a dangerously narrow sidewalk. I
choose to walk on the south side because I see it as the lesser of two evils, so to speak. But we need
to have sidewalks on both sides of the bridge.
Hyperion currently moves cars at the expense of safe access for pedestrians, making it an
undesirable place for those in our community who would make it safer. That is why there is no
safe way to walk across Hyperion Bridge, especially to walk across it alone at night.
It is imperative that there be a sidewalk on both the north and south sides. Do not remove the
south side sidewalk. Taking away the current south side sidewalk does not make walking across
the bridge safer. In order to make walking across the bridge safer, we need wide sidewalks on
both sides.
I would also like to voice a concern that many in the community have expressed about emergency
vehicles not being able to get through to a car collision if cars are backed up and there is a median
crash barrier.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Savage
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-3

From: Robert Del Campo [mailto:delcampos@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:56 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: RE HYPERION BRIDGE
I've lived in Silverlake for more than 40 years, and would it be wonderful, to walk or bike over the
Hyperion bridge to Atwater village SAFELY! I attempted a walk two weeks ago over this lovely
bridge to the post office in Atwater and managed to arrive, but it was difficult and dangerous.
There are portions a pedestrian must walk on sidewalk that is only 18" wide, next to speeding
traffic. Riding a bicycle would be phenomenal! PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE make the bridge safe for
pedestrians, bicyclists, and automobiles, so we may COEXIST with Love, slower speeds, and
Happiness!
Thank you, Robert del Campo..213-880-2612
Sent from my iPhone
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-4 (Referenced as 131017 1134-2 in the E-mail
Database)

From: Kimberly Greenhut [mailto:kimproduces@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:38 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Design
Please consider an Hyperion Bridge design that gives cyclists and pedestrians safe and direct
passage (without stairs) over the freeway. It would be great if it also included access to the LA
River.
This is an opportunity to improve quality of life in Silver Lake and Atwater. Let's build the city we
want to live in. One with infrastructure that supports healthy choices for individuals and the
environment and that encourages people to come out and be a part of their community.
Thanks you for you consideration.
Sincerely,
Kimberly Greenhut
-_____________________________
Kimberly Greenhut
kimproduces@gmail.com<mailto:kimproduces@gmail.com>
415-260-6879
-----
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Subject:

131108 0847-5

From: Nina Grossman Warner [mailto:ninagrossman@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 4:26 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Dear Ms. Podesta:
We believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic
calming measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and
Atwater. We ask that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that
you include generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.
Thank you
Nina Warner
Atwater Resident
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-1

From: Ross Tierney [mailto:rftierney@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:22 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Ross Tierney
4525 Franklin Ave, LA CA 90027
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-2

From: Kay Camphuis [mailto:kaycamphuis@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 6:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge Design
Dear Ms. Podesta,
Please please help those of us who like to walk to nearby businesses for our needs. We live in
Silverlake/Los Feliz and often walk to Atwater Village across the Hyperion Bridge. It is now noisy,
and dangerous. We think consideration for pedestrians and bicyclists in the new design will
encourage less traffic, less pollution, and more exercise for the many Angelenos who are trying to
make our beautiful city more walkable. By the way, I am 66 and my husband is 70. One of the
reasons we live in a walkable neighborhood is that soon enough we may not be driving at all. This
is about making LA a livable city for all ages. There is so much beauty here, let's grab the brass
ring and make it even more special.
Kay Camphuis
3776 Tracy St
Los Angeles, CA 90027
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-3 (Referenced as 131017 1134-2 in Letter Comments
Database)

From: Karin Flores [mailto:kflores@folar.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:07 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: info@la-bike.org; leweye@gmail.com
Subject: COMMENT: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
November 7, 2013
Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012
RE: Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement
Dear Ms. Podesta,
Friends of the Los Angeles River, a non-profit organization, has advocated on behalf of the river
since 1986, and here we offer our comments for the above project.
We have learned that Councilmember O'Farrell would like to create an advisory board for the
design of the bridge, and Friends of the Los Angeles River would like to be invited to participate on
this this board.
We notice that you do not reference under "related projects" the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
document, "Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study". If Alternative
16 or 20 is chosen, this will reconfigure the west bank of the river north of the bridge, which could
potentially impact your detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park.
FoLAR would like to see pedestrian continuity created on the east bank of the river under the
bridge complex. We have been told verbally that it is feasible to cut a horizontal walkway into the
trapezoidal bank, but that funds are not available for this element in the current project budget.
We hope to achieve this pedestrian connection in the future.
The community has expressed in both recent meetings the desire to make this bridge a river
destination, with much more room for bicyclists and pedestrians, and more safety protection
through separation of these pathways from car lanes. The idea of creating lookout stopping places
has also been suggested, and it seems very appropriate, considering the current wildlife and the
large-scale plans for increased river habitat quality.
Lastly, the current dimensions for the pedestrian facility on the Red Car piers should be widened,
so that bicyclists and pedestrians can each have a lane, preventing clashes between the users. An
engineer at the community meeting explained that the piers provide enough room to expand this
pathway, although it would be a challenge to the project budget. If it cannot be expanded in this
phase, perhaps it can be designed to allow for a future expansion.
Sincerely,
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Lewis MacAdams
Co-Founder and President
Friends of the Los Angeles River
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 250
Los Angeles, CA 90065
Tel: (323) 223-0585
www.folar.org<http://www.folar.org/>
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-4

From: D Thom Bissett [mailto:dthomb@mac.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 6:03 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: From a Silver Lake Resident: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti
As along time Silver Lake Resident and avid cyclist, just the idea that there are plans to make the
Hyperion Viaduct even more Bike and Human unfriendly amazes me in the worst of ways.
Currently there are no safe routes for anyone cycling to get to my neighborhood or even Los Feliz
from the LA Bike Bike Path or any other Bike Friendly streets in Glendale or beyond. Fletcher
Avenue, Glendale Blvd and Los Feliz are extremely unsafe options for cyclists. And with the
horrendous street conditions and endless DWP construction, why would you contemplate making
the streets even more unsafe?
I need to use the Hyperion Viaduct several time a week to get to Atwater Village, and even if I
didn't cycle, I don't feel safe in a car with the speeds the other drivers barrel down into Atwater
Village.
Thank you and now to the "Form Letter" sent to me about this matter:
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk from
both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
D Thom Bissett
3220 Drury Lane
Los Angeles, CA 90039
PS! Pave our streets up to non-3rd World standards!
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-5

From: Jonathan Berman [mailto:jb@carpestella.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:23 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: bridge
I bike and or walk over the bridge.
I avoid using cars and often commute to work.
Please make the bridge priority cyclists and walkers,
let the polluting cars wait.
Please let me know. My zip is 90026, I am in the area.
------------Jonathan Berman, Associate Professor
Visual and Performing Arts Department
-----
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Subject:

131108 0849-6 (Referenced as 130930 0841-5 in the E-mail
Database)

From: Vyki Englert [mailto:vyki.englert@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 5:44 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti,
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes or cycle tracks on Hyperion Ave.
*
4 foot or greater sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Vyki Englert
120 S Vignes Street Apt 403 Los Angeles, CA 90012
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-1

From: Barbara Thomas [mailto:barbarathomasm@icloud.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION BRIDGE
I believe the "City" design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic-calming
measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and Atwater. We ask
that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that you include
generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.
Thank you
Barbara Thomas
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-2

From: Barbara Thomas [mailto:barbarathomasm@icloud.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 10:58 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: HYPERION BRIDGE

I believe the “City” design on the table is a freeway over the river. It includes little traffic-calming
measures and will result in 55MPH traffic feeding into residential Silver Lake and Atwater. We ask
that you lower the allowed or designed speed, remove the crash barriers and that you include
generous and safe lanes for both pedestrians and cyclists.

Thank you

Barbara Thomas
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-3

From: Richard Corsini [mailto:rick@corsinistark.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:33 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: Melissa Casey
Subject: Hyperion Bridge renovation
This project presents an important opportunity for the city to respond to the paradigm shift now
occurring here, away from an auto culture and towards the emerging urban culture in Los
Angeles, with a repeatable prototype that reconceives our urban bridges to better serve our needs.
The Hyperion Bridge sits at the nexus of Silver Lake, Atwater Village and the LA River. Each has
been developing its own identity and cultural significance independently, especially over the last
10 years. If linked urbanistically, the synergy of two neighborhoods and a park can form a
significant piece of LA's emerging, vibrant urban mosaic.
Conceived complexly, i.e. with multiple overlapping performance criteria, not a singular criteria of
automobile speed and safety, the Hyperion Bridge can respond to its community's multiple needs
functionally and beautifully, without compromise.
The vehicular lanes should be reduced to one in each direction, plus a third emergency lane. The
design speed should be reduce from 55 to 35 mph. A protected bicycle lane and widened sidewalk
should be installed on both sides, with new seating,( possibly following the historic seating on the
bridge), and low level lighting. The extra 30 to 40 seconds it might take to cross the bridge as a
motorist will be offset by the new experience of the bridge as a destination and a promontory, not
merely a utilitarian vehicular link. With slower traffic from the bridge, feeding the intersection,
accidents at Rowena and Hyperion Avenues will likely be reduced. Linkage from the bridge to the
new park and LA River bike path below with new bike and pedestrian ramps is also very
important. There should be no unsightly Jersey barriers, medians, etc. on the bridge. Separation
of the bike lane from vehicular lanes is also necessary, possibly with well-designed bollards,
planter boxes, curbs, etc.
I believe the biggest design challenge will be a signalized crosswalk at the north (Atwater) end of
the bridge and safe merging of pedestrian and bike traffic there. It is very crucial for the
neighborhood to have a safe crossing at this point, and challenging because of the multiple grade
separations.
This design cannot be solved satisfactorily by traffic engineers alone. You need talented design
professionals, architects and landscape architects, on this design team!
Sent from Rick's iPad
-----
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Subject:

131108 0850-4

From: Kara Watne Sergile [mailto:kara@kwsconsult.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:04 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
Importance: High
Dear Ms. Podesta, Councilmember LaBonge, Councilmember O'Farrell, and Mayor Garcetti:
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Kara Sergile
1115 Moncado Drive
Glendale, CA 91207
________________________________
[Image removed by sender.]<http://www.avast.com/>
This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus<http://www.avast.com/>
protection is active.
-----

5850/LA-RICS LTE EMAILS 1-5-14

Page 327

Subject:

131108 0852

From: Sam Hobbs [mailto:Sam@SamHobbs.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 7:46 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; om.labonge@lacity.org; ouncilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org;
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway; Build a Safe Viaduct for All
I have previously lived on Hyperion Boulevard (near Baller Hardware) and when I did it was for
more than a decade. I developed a serious case of asthma residing there. I believe that the
abundance of vehicle emissions contributed to my health problems. My porch constantly had
black dust on it.
I am concerned about the health of current residents of Hyperion Boulevard and the nearby area. I
believe that Hyperion Boulevard gets too much vehicle traffic. It is unhealthy for our residents to
attempt to support more traffic along Hyperion Boulevard. I believe it is a huge mistake to not
support pedestrian and bicycle traffic along Hyperion Boulevard. We do not need more vehicles
there.
I have been a resident of The City of Los Angeles for most of my 59 years.
As many others have said, the following are very practical and desirable:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and discourage
speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the sidewalk
from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.

-Sam Hobbs
15912 Rnaldi Street
Granada Hills, CA
-----
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Subject:

131108 0855 (Referenced as 131017 1106-4 in the Letter Comments
Database)
Attachments: HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE_Page_2.jpg;
HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE_Page_1.jpg; HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE.pdf;
20131014Hyperion.jpg; _Certification_.htm
From: Daveed Kapoor [mailto:daveed@racdb.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 11:57 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion Bridge
Hi Tami I am writing with urgency to express my concern regarding the city of los angeles's proposed
retrofit of the glendale hyperion complex of bridges. There are serious negative environmental
impacts with this proposal.
We need sidewalks on both sides of the main Glendale Hyperion blvd connector between Atwater
VIllage and Silverlak; no median & sidewalk crash barriers; and no banked roadbeds.
At RAC Design Build we prepared (2) 24x36" boards (attached as jpgs & pdf, also available online
here: http://racdb.com/HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE.pdf
<http://racdb.com/HYPERION_BRIDGE_ALTERNATIVE.pdf> ) of an alternate design that we feel
is ideal for our communities: one 25mph lane for cars in either direction, sidewalks on both sides
and a 12' wide landscape buffered cycletrack that can accommodate emergency vehicles.
Per the Environmental document: two lanes is acceptable solution based on current peak hour
traffic volume. They found current peak volume to be 1,325 vehicles/hr & that during
construction two lanes @ 25mph could accommodate as many as 1,500 vehicles/hr,
screencapture attached.
The crash barriers are not consistent with the historic landmark status of the bridge. Rebuild the
balustrades and make them strong enough to withstand impacts, no concrete k rails should be
permitted as they comprimise the original design.
Thank you for your attention. Please contact me with any questions.
Daveed Kapoor AIA
RAC DESIGN BUILD
3048 North Coolidge Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90039
c | 323.252.8510
f | 888.808.3711
www.racdb.com
www.studiocortez.com
www.vimeo.com/racdb
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Subject:

131108 1247

From: Doug Blush [mailto:madpix@me.com]
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 10:25 AM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT; tom.labonge@lacity.org; Mitch.Ofarrell@lacity.org;
john.brady@lacity.org; eric.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: Hyperion Bridge project comments
Hello Ms. Podesta, Mr. Brady, Coucilmembers LaBonge and O'Farrell, Mayor Garcetti and all at LA
City Hall,
I'm a Silverlake local of over 22 years, an avid biking and hiking enthusiast and a great fan of the
many new measures going into effect to expand access and auto-alternative pathways in the LA
River/Griffith area. I'm also a documentary filmmaker and often look for subjects of interest in
our community.
I apologize for these comments coming a day late (I was just informed of the deadline today), but I
wanted to express my deep desire to see the impending Hyperion Bridge project take great
account of the needs of bikes, pedestrians and non motor vehicle access. I believe the current
Bureau of Engineering plans do not go nearly far enough to assist these needs, and should be reexamined before this very impactful and long-range project goes into effect. I know MANY of my
neighbors and friends feel the same way, and we see this new project as a huge opportunity to
enhance our unique area. The ideas forwarded by members of LA Walks and others are great
suggestions of how this project can benefit everyone, no matter the transportation choice.
I hope that there's continued movement to study the accessibility issues of sidewalks, crossings
and traffic control that will soon literally be set in stone for years to come.
Thanks for your attention,
Doug Blush
2500 Silver Lake Terrace
Los Angeles, CA
-----
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Subject:

131113 1011

From: Aguiluz, Hyginus [mailto:hyginus.aguiluz@lausd.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Cc: tom.labonge@lacity.org; councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org; mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
Subject: No Hyperion Freeway - Build a Safe Viaduct for All
As someone who bikes or walks between Silver Lake and Atwater Village, it is absolutely critical
that Hyperion Ave. be made safe for people like me. Everyone's needs can be met if the project is
designed for appropriate speeds through an urban community. Specifically, I would like the
project to include:
*
Bike lanes on Hyperion Ave.
*
Wider sidewalks and well-marked crosswalks with wayfinding signs
*
Narrower traffic lanes to provide more space for bicyclists and pedestrians and
discourage speeding
*
No crash barrier and banked turns that will make people drive even faster
*
A complete crosswalk on the Atwater end of the viaduct to let people access the
sidewalk from both sides of Glendale Blvd. and give bicyclists an alternative through the
dangerous merge
There is no reason for this project to not be consistent with the bike plan and Caltrans complete
streets policy. The viaduct is currently the greatest barrier to safe bicycle access across the 5
Freeway and the LA River. This project can change that and make all travelers benefit.
Sincerely,
Hyginus Quintos Aguiluz
4420 La Clede Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90039
Helen Bernstein High School - Home of the Fiery Dragons!
1309 North Wilton Place
Hollywood, CA 90028
Phone: (323) 817-6437
Fax: (323) 860-9711
AME/APEX/BTLR/STEM - We're all BERNSTEIN DRAGONS!
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail It's a matter of priorities. If you can
afford a high tech phone, you should be able to buy school supplies.
-----
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Subject:

131113 1017

From: Ronna [mailto:kingsizesoundlabsla@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2013 1:21 PM
To: Podesta, Tami L@DOT
Subject: Hyperion beige proposal
Ms. Pedesta,
Los Angeles Walks is concerned that the proposed design for Hyperion Ave. bridge will not be safe
for walkers and cyclist.
Please if you can do a alternative plan safe for all!
As as a business owner at 2959 Glendale blvd, right at the beginning of the bridge entering Silver
Lake, cars flyby and a very fast speed and its very dangerous for pedestrians and drivers.
Please for the safety of others please modify the proposed plan!
RonnaRonna Bronstein-Trumfio
Studio Manager
Kingsizesoundlabs.com
323-533-0022 cell
Sent from my iPad
-----
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Subject: 131203 4456-1

Subject: 131203 4456-2(Referenced as 130930 0841-4 in the E-mail Database)

Subject: 131203 4456-3

Subject: 131203 4456-4 (Referenced as 130930 0841-5 in the E-mail Database)

Subject: 131203 4456-5

Subject: 131203 4456-6

Subject: 131203 4456-7

Subject: 131203 4456-8

Subject: 131203 4456-9

Subject: 131203 4456-10

Subject: 131203 4456-11

Subject: 131203 4456-12

Subject: 131203 4456-13

Subject: 131203 4456-14

Appendix 6
APPENDIX F-6: Agency Comments
Agency Comments
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
State Clearinghouse

AGENCY COMMENTS DATABASE
1) Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
2) Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
3) Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
4) Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
5) Non-specific approval
6) Non-specific disapproval
7) This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
8) Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
9) Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety Policy
10) Enhance safety for everyone
11) There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
12) There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
13) Preserve the historic bridge design
14) There should be wider sidewalks
15) Address traffic congestion
16) Consider proposed alternative designs
17) Provide accessibility to LA River
18) Provide a public hearing
19) Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park
20) Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash barrier
21) We would like to participate in advisory board
22) Security Measures for Pedestrian Bridge
23) On demand traffic light at I-5 exit
24) What are the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
25) Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
26) Keep the median barriers in the plan.
27) Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction.
28) Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge.
29) Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes.
30) Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
31) Provide noise mitigation during construction.
32) Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
33) Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
34) Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
35) Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and handicapped
36) Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east end of bridge complex
37) Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
38) A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
39) Review flood maps
Letter Date

ZIP Code

130908 AC

No.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Agency

Blackburn

Surname
Gregor

First Name
N/A

Email Address

9/8/2013

Not available

131009 AC

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works

N/A

N/A

hharouny@dpw.lacounty.gov

10/9/2013

Not available

131011 AC

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Saponara

Nick

sullivanma@metro.net

10/11/2013

Not available
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State Clearinghouse

Morgan

Scott

N/A
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October 9, 2013

Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (IS/MND)
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
GLENDALE BOULEVARD HYPERION AVENUE COMPLEX
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

OF

BRIDGES

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMENTS
We completed our review of the IS/MND associated with the proposed Glendale
Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges Improvement Project (referred to as
viaduct complex). The proposed project is located between Atwater Village to the north
and Silver Lake and Los Feliz to the south, on Glendale Boulevard and Hyperion
Avenue between Glenfeliz Boulevard and Ettrick Street, in the City of Los Angeles.
The City of Los Angeles, in conjunction with the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to modify the
existing viaduct complex in order to correct existing safety and operational deficiencies,
address pedestrian safety issues, meet current seismic performance standards, and to
restore original design details to the railings. The major project features include
widening of the Glendale Boulevard bridges by eight feet on each side, realignment of
the I-5 northbound off-ramp to allow left turns onto southbound Glendale Boulevard,
addition of a median barrier on the Hyperion Avenue viaduct roadway, construction of a
wider sidewalk on the northwest side of Hyperion Avenue, and elimination of the
southeastern sidewalk.
The following comments are for your consideration and relate to the environmental
document only:
Permits and Approvals needed
1. Chapter 1, Proposed project, section 4, Permits and Approval Needed, table 1-3,
List of Agency Approvals and Permits, page 1-32; Revise the permits needed
from County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works as follows.

Tami Podesta
October 9, 2013
Page 2

The document only includes obtaining easement from Los Angles Flood Control
District (LAFCD) to enter and work within LAFCD right-of way. Revise the
statement to include the following: “For any improvements within the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District (LACFCD) right-of-way, a Use Agreement will be
required if there is no existing easement permitting the work. In addition to this
agreement, a responsible party must also be identified for the long term
maintenance of such facilities”.
If you have any questions regarding the general comment, please contact
Haris Harouny of Watershed Management Division at (626) 458-4346 or
hharouny@dpw.lacounty.gov.
If you have any other questions or require additional information, please contact
Teni Mardirosian
of
Land
Development
Division
at
(626) 458-4910
or
tmardirosian@dpw.lacounty.gov.
TM:tb
\\PW01\PWPublic\ldpub\SUBPCHECK\Plan Checking Files\Zoning Permits\NonCounty Projects\Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue Complex of Bridges
Improvement\Glendale, Hyperion -IS-MND Review.docx

Appendix 7
APPENDIX
F-7: Public
OfficialOfficials
Comments
Comments
from Public
Assemblyman
AssemblymanGatto’s
Gatto'sOffice
Office
Councilmember
O’Farrell’s
Councilmember O'Farrell'sOffice
Office

PUBLIC OFFICIAL COMMENTS DATABASE
1) Reduce vehicle speed on Hyperion Avenue
2) Provide bike lanes on Hyperion Avenue (perhaps protected by barrier)
3) Add full-width crosswalk on Atwater Side of Glendale and Hyperion
4) Eliminate median and railing barriers, and/or banked turns
5) Non-specific approval
6) Non-specific disapproval
7) This is not a pedestrian-friendly design
8) Do not increase or improve access to cyclists on Hyperion
9) Propose a multi-modal design/be consistent with Bike Plan & Caltrans Safety Policy
10) Enhance safety for everyone
11) There should be narrower car/traffic lanes and reduce traffic lanes
12) There should be well-marked crosswalks and wayfinding signs
13) Preserve the historic bridge design
14) There should be wider sidewalks
15) Address traffic congestion
16) Consider proposed alternative designs
17) Provide accessibility to LA River
18) Provide a public hearing
19) Review related projects, specifically the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers document, Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study that could potentially impact the detention/infiltration basin in Sunnynook River Park
20) Emergency vehicles possibly will not be able to get through due to crash barrier
21) We would like to participate in advisory board
22) Security Measures for Pedestrian Bridge
23) On demand traffic light at I-5 exit
24) What are the number of lanes on pedestrian bridge/access?
25) Will there be a link between pedestrian paths on both sides of the bridge?
26) Keep the median barriers in the plan.
27) Reduce the bridge to one lane in each direction.
28) Provide benches on the sidewalks on the bridge.
29) Design the center of the bridge for pedestrians and bikes.
30) Create a public space on the bridge for pedestrians.
31) Provide noise mitigation during construction.
32) Will project provide proper bike/pedestrian detours, signage, and safe alternative routing if existing bike facility is impacted by construction?
33) Must maintain Metro facilities and services during project
34) Will bus shelters, benches and other amenities be installed?
35) Be consistent with Caltrans Complete Streets Policy (DD-64-R1) and FHWA Routine Accommodations Policy (23 C.F.R. § 652.5)-elderly and handicapped
36) Provide a signalized crosswalk with refuge areas at both sides of street at east end of bridge complex
37) Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Cannot Certify the IS/EA if a Fair Argument Can Be Made That the Project Will Create Significant Impacts for Bicyclists
38) A wide shoulder/shoulder is not a bike lane
39) Review flood maps
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STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 942849
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0043
(916) 319-2043
FAX (916) 319-2143
DISTRICT OFFICE
300 EAST MAGNOLIA BLVD.
SUITE 504
BURBANK, CA 91502
(818) 558-3043
FAX: (818) 558-3042

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRIATIONS
BANKING AND FINANCE
TRANSPORTATION
WATER, PARKS, AND WILDLIFE

MIKE GATTO

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FORTY-THIRD DISTRICT

October 9, 2013
Ms. Tami Podesta, Branch Chief
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation District 7
100 South Main Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Ms. Podesta,
I am writing as an elected official and concerned citizen to support the inclusion of bicycle lanes
in the proposed project to modernize the Hyperion Avenue viaduct. The Hyperion Avenue
viaduct and the surrounding communities of Atwater Village, Silver Lake, Los Feliz, and Glendale
are within the boundaries of the 43rd Assembly District, which I represent. The Hyperion
Avenue Bridge plays a critical role in connecting these communities.
I am concerned that the current project proposal would create something freeway-like, in an
area where such a structure is not needed, wanted, or safe. A freeway-like bridge would also
encourage unsafe automobile speeds and would fail to create a multi-modal transit route,
which locals want and deserve.
I applaud the current proposal for its improvements to the LA River Bike Path, particularly the
completion of the interchange between the Bike Path and Glendale Boulevard. However, local
access improvements on one end of a project area are insufficient without a bridge project that
provides safe accommodation between Silver Lake and Atwater Village. Without
accommodations on Hyperion Avenue, cyclists who wish to travel east-west and cross the Los
Angeles River and the 5 Freeway, will continue to face dangerous obstacles and significant
inconvenience.
The Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition has proposed an alternative design that provides a
safer facility for all users and creates space for increased cycling and pedestrian facilities
without decreasing automobile capacity. By lowering the design speed, removing the median
crash barrier, not super-elevating turns, and striping urban lane widths, motorists will not be
encouraged to pick up speed before entering the residential neighborhoods on either end of
the viaduct. Community stakeholders consistently reiterated the need for calmer traffic
conditions on the viaduct during project scoping, and I agree. As long as we can keep
automotive traffic moving and provide safe bike lanes, we will have succeeded in the redesign.
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MIKE GATTO

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FORTY-THIRD DISTRICT

As a state legislator and community member, I look forward to working with you to create a
proposal that meets the needs of this modern urban transit route for automobiles, cyclists, and
pedestrians. Thank you for your consideration of these comments. If my office can be of
assistance during these processes, please do not hesitate to call.
Sincerely,

Mike Gatto
Assemblyman, 43rd District

