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Section 1.0 Purpose of this Addendum to the IFR EIS/EIR 

 

The purpose of this Addendum to the previously certified Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration 

Integrated Feasibility Report (IFR) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

(see Appendix A) is to serve as the environmental review for the CƛǘȅΩǎ acquisition of a privately-owned 

property at 2070 N San Fernando Road (Taylor Yard G2 Parcel or G2 Parcel).  The Los Angeles River 

Ecosystem Restoration Project (Project), implemented through the Recommended Plan Alternative 20, as 

described in the IFR EIS/EIR, ƛƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǉǳŀǘƛŎ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ 

habitat, including at the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel location.   

Section 2.0 describes the proposed action, Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, which consists of the 

purchase and site remediation of the G2 Parcel.  Site remediation may be subject to further California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance.   This Addendum evaluates the proposed Acquisition of the 

Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, described further and specifically in Section 2.2. 

Potential future activities on the G2 Parcel may also include interim uses, easement agreements, and 

further implementation of the Project, which would all be subject to further discretionary approval and 

evaluation for CEQA compliance.  To the extent information regarding impacts from these potential future 

activities is known and can be evaluated, analysis at a programmatic level is provided. 

Section 3.0 summarizes the previously approved environmental document (the IFR EIS/EIR) and the Project.  

The IFR EIS/EIR sets forth, on a planning level, proposed ecosystem restoration in and along an 

approximately 11-mile reach of the Los Angeles River from Griffith Park to Downtown Los Angeles.  The IFR 

EIS/EIR was prepared on a programmatic level, with some project-level analysis when available, to address 

the environmental impacts associated with the Project.  The IFR EIS/EIR is also intended to support future 

discretionary actions of the City, such as the proposed Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, with regard 

to implementation of the Project. 

The Project, as more fully described in Section 3.2, has the goal of restoring a functional riparian ecosystem, 

making connections to local wildlife corridors, and providing compatible recreational use in key sections of 

an 11-mile segment of the Los Angeles River (River), while maintaining existing levels of flood risk 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

Specific Project elements as ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Recreation Plan identified in the IFR EIS/EIR (page 4-65) 

that would be constructed on the G2 Parcel to support walking, hiking, biking, bird watching, wildlife 

viewing and kayaking include: 

¶ Multi-use trails 

¶ 1 smaller bridge/crossing within Taylor Yard 

¶ 1 paved parking lot, approximately 15,000 square feet 

¶ 2 restrooms 
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¶ 1 pedestrian underpass at the south end of Taylor Yard 

¶ Trail access points, which include grading and planting, signage, stairs, benches, gating, and trash 

receptacles to provide quality trail access 

¶ Wildlife viewing points, which would include an elevated wood deck with railing, benches, 

interpretative signage, and trash receptacles 

The Project has ecological restoration features at the G2 Parcel, as discussed in the IFR EIS/EIR (page 4-58).  

In Reach 6, at the G2 Parcel, the Project would ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛn and aquatic 

riparian habitat by widening the River 300 feet to expand the soft bottom and sloping the bank for a length 

of approximately 1000 feet. Upstream of the G2 Parcel, a backwater wetland would be created in the 

ά.ƻǿǘƛŜ ǇŀǊŎŜƭΦέ Aquatic riverine habitats including freshwater marsh would dominate the new river bed. 

The banks of the River, upstream of the Bowtie backwater wetland and downstream of the G2 Parcel on the 

left bank and the entirety of the right bank, would be restructured to support overhanging vines and other 

vegetation. 

Section 4.0 describes the potential environmental impacts associated with the Project and with the 

proposed action, Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel. This Section finds that no new significant 

environmental impacts will result. 

CEQA, Public Resources Code Section 21094(b) states that a later project may tier off a prior EIR that has 

been certified for a program or plan if the subsequent activity is all of the followingΥ άόмύ /ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

program, plan, policy, or ordinance for which an environmental impact report has been prepared and 

certified. (2) Consistent with applicable local land use plans and zoning of the city, county, or city and county 

in which the later project would be located. (3) bƻǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нммссΦέ 

/9v! DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мрмспόŀύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ tǳōƭƛŎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ƻŘŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нммссΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ 

lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes 

or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a 

ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ 9Lw ƘŀǾŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘΦέ 

Section 15162 calls for the preparation of a subsequent EIR when any of the following have occurred: 

¶ Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the previous 

EIR; 

¶ Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken      

which will require major revisions of the previous EIR; or 

¶ New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known 

with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified, such as: 

o One or more significant effects was not discussed in the previous EIR; 

o Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe; 

o Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be 
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feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project; or 

o Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in 

the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects. 

Accordingly, EIRs prepared on a programmatic level, such as the IFR EIS/EIR, analyze broad environmental 

effects of the program, while future discretionary actions and site-specific environmental review will be 

required.  As set forth more fully in Sections 3.3 and 4.0, Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel is 

consistent with the Project, and within the Project description and scope of the environmental analysis 

included in the IFR EIS/EIR.  The analysis in this Addendum compares and contrasts Acquisition of the Taylor 

Yard G2 Parcel with the assumptions and analysis in the IFR EIS/EIR.  As set forth in the Addendum, 

Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel would not create or result in new, different, or substantially 

increased environmental impacts than those evaluated in the IFR EIS/EIR. 
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Section 2.0 Proposed Action: Acquisition of Taylor Yard G2 Parcel  

 

The proposed action, Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, consists of the purchase and site remediation 

of the G2 Parcel.  Site remediation may be subject to further CEQA compliance.  This Addendum evaluates 

the proposed Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, described further in this section. 

G2 Parcel Location and Background 

The Project includes the G2 Parcel, which is located at 2070 North San Fernando Road in the community of 

Cypress Park in the City of Los Angeles (see Figure 1), approximately three miles north of Downtown Los 

Angeles . This approximately 41.5-acre parcel of land is part of the former Taylor Yard railroad complex. The 

41.5 acres consists of 40.5 acres of open space and 1.0 acre of an improved private access road. The G2 

Parcel is currently owned by Union Pacific Railroad (UP) and has been owned by UP or Southern Pacific 

Railroad since at least the early 1900s. 

The approximately 247-acre Taylor Yard railroad complex, which includes the G2 Parcel, and surrounding 

properties to the north, northeast, east, and southeast, was originally divided into ten parcels: A, B, C, D, E, 

F, G, H, I, and J. Following the closure of the railroad yard, many of the parcels have been developed for 

industrial, residential, educational, and open space uses. As shown on Figure 1, the parcels contiguous to 

Parcel G2 include G1 (Bowtie parcel), F, E, D, and C. The G2 Parcel is bounded by the River to the north and 

southwest, the Sonia Sotomayor Learning Academies to the northeast, a FedEx shipping center to the east, 

and the Río de Los Angeles State Park to the southeast. Active Metrolink rail tracks are located along the G2 

Parcel directly to the east. The G2 Parcel is located approximately 0.8 mile south of the State Route 2 (SR 2; 

Glendale Freeway) and approximately 0.3 mile east of the I-5. The G2 Parcel (API 147A215 1053) is located 

within the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan and Council District 1 areas of the City of Los Angeles.  

The Taylor Yard railroad complex was originally developed in the 1930s and hosted train maintenance and 

fueling operations. Former complex facilities include a diesel shop, a machine shop, a roundhouse, two 

turntables, underground and above-ground storage tanks, a service track area, and miscellaneous buildings. 

In 2009, all above-ground structures remaining on the Site, except for certain existing concrete slabs, 

footings, and foundations, were demolished. A stormwater collection system and associated industrial 

wastewater treatment plant were in operation on-site, until decommissioning in 2011. 

In 2013, the City was presented with the opportunity to purchase the G2 Parcel. Negotiations between the 

City and UP have been completed and the City is currently in escrow to purchase the land.  However, closing 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǎŎǊƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ the appropriate CEQA document for the 

proposed Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel. 
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Figure 1: The Taylor Yard Complex  
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The G2 parcel is zoned M2-1-CDO (Light Industrial), M3-1- CDO (Heavy Industrial), and [Q]PF-1-CDO (Public 

Facilities) for the Cypress Park & Glassell Park Community Design Overlay (CDO). 1 Land uses in the vicinity of 

the G2 Parcel are highly urbanized. Current land use in the area is dominated by residential housing, light 

and heavy industrial use, manufacturing, and public lands.  

¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ DŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅΩǎ {ŜƛǎƳƛŎ IŀȊŀǊŘ ½ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ aŀǇ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ G2 Parcel is not 

within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone.  The nearest active fault to the G2 Parcel is the Raymond 

Fault which is located 1.3 miles north of the site.2  No active faults are known to cross the G2 Parcel. The 

Site is located within a potential liquefaction zone.3   

Since 1985, a number of soil, soil gas, and groundwater investigations have been conducted on the G2 

Parcel and have identified chemicals in the soil, including petroleum hydrocarbon, arsenic and lead.  The G2 

Parcel was evaluated for site remediation under the guidance of the Department of Toxic Substances 

Control (DTSC), and a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for clean-up to industrial use standards was approved on 

February 14, 2014.  

 

2.1 Current Proposed Action  

The proposed action, Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, consists of the purchase and site remediation 

of the G2 Parcel.  If approved, the City would purchase the G2 Parcel from UP and likely implement a phased 

site remediation strategy for existing contamination that would: 1) satisfy the requirements of the proposed 

Purchase Agreement with UP [Appendix B]; 2) meet the approval of DTSC, which currently has the 2014 RAP 

in place with UP [Appendix C]; and 3) reach agreement with DTSC regarding site clean-up levels for 

recreational and ecological use to implement the Project at the G2 Parcel as described the certified IFR 

EIS/EIR. 

Proposed Purchase Agreement Requirements 

Under the proposed Purchase Agreement with UP, the City would be required to perform site remediation 

and related demolition activities to address existing surface and subsurface structures at the G2 Parcel. In 

addition, as outlined in Exhibit C, Grant Deed, of Appendix B, fencing and some maintenance activities, such 

as weed abatement will be required upon purchase of the property. 

Site Remediation  

As discussed in Section 3.1.3 of the proposed Purchase Agreement, Environmental Obligations, upon closing 

the City is required to remediate the soil and groundwater at the G2 Parcel, consistent with the 2014 RAP 

UP has in place with DTSC. The City must also perform demolition and disposal of remaining foundation 

slabs, storage tanks, vaults and other surface or subsurface structures on the property. This work includes 

                                                 
1
 City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, ZIMAS. Website: http://zimas.lacity.org/, accessed June 2016. 

2
  U.S. Geological Survey, Faults of the Los Angeles Area. Website: http://earthquake.usgs.gov/regional/sca/la_faults.pdf, accessed 

June 2016. 
3
  California Division of Mines and Geology Seismic Hazards Zones Map Los Angeles Quadrangle. Website: 

http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/quad/LOS_ANGELES/maps/ozn_la.pdf, accessed June 2016. 

http://zimas.lacity.org/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/regional/sca/la_faults.pdf
http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/quad/LOS_ANGELES/maps/ozn_la.pdf
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off-site hauling and disposal of all concrete and asphalt, and stormwater infrastructure, if necessary, 

including preparation of plans as required by regulatory agencies, and implementation of necessary 

measures during demolition-related work, and any other environmental requirements concerning the 

property, all in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.  

¦Ǉƻƴ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜǎŎǊƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ¦tΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ нлмп w!tΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ 

ōȅ 5¢{/Σ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƭŜŀƴǳǇ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 5¢{/ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dн 

Parcel. The BOE estimates that it may take one year to amend the RAP at an estimated cost of $1 million.  

Both UP and the City acknowledge that the City may obtain a no further action letter (also known as a 

remediation certification) after remediating the Property in phases, subject to approval by DTSC.  

¢ƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ hōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 

Agreement and assure UP of the City's adequate performance of these Obligations, at the closing of escrow 

UP shall deposit approximately $14.715 million (the anticipated cost of remediation to industrial standards 

based on City estimates) from UP's sale proceeds into a Remediation Escrow Account. Those funds shall be 

ƘŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜdiate the property, 

pursuant to the Remediation Escrow Agreement (Exhibit F of the Purchase Agreement) executed with UP.  

Fencing and Maintenance Activities 

As part of the proposed Purchase Agreement, no later than one year after delivery of the recorded deed for 

the property, the City will be required to install fencing to prevent encroachment on the Metrolink Tail 

Track Easement Area at the southern boundary of the G2 Parcel and the UP railroad right-of-way adjacent 

to the eastern boundary of the G2 Parcel (Purchase Agreement Exhibit C, Grant Deed, Section (a) Fence 

Covenant). The tail track is used by Metrolink when it needs to clear rail cars off its tracks. The fencing shall 

be a minimum six foot chain link or similar type fence acceptable to UP. The City estimates the fencing to 

cost approximately $100,000. Weed abatement and related site maintenance activities are anticipated once 

the City purchases the G2 Parcel. 

DTSC Remedial Action Plan 

The Taylor Yard G2 Parcel was identified by DTSC as a State Response Cleanup Site in 1980.  Several site 

investigations were performed from 1984-2013 to determine the extent of contamination.  As stated above, 

a RAP to remediate the site to industrial standards set forth by the California Human Health Screening 

Levels for commercial/Industrial Use (CHHSLs) was approved by DTSC in 2014. Some steps of the 

remediation process include but are not limited to engineering caps over contaminated areas, vapor 

barrier(s), and sub-slab venting system(s), passive soil bioventing, free-product removal, and monitoring and 

reporting.  

The City met with DTSC representatives in November нлмс ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ potential acquisition of the 

G2 Parcel.  If approved, upon acquisition of the G2 Parcel, the City would initiate work with DTSC to revise 

or replace the 2014 RAP.  The City has informally consulted with DTSC staff and has been advised that a 

phased remediation approach ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƘŀǎŜŘ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ 

public access and recreational use of the G2 Parcel would be safe and allowable.   



January 2017 Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project: Acquisition of Taylor Yard G2 Parcel 
Addendum to the IFR EIS/EIR 

12 

 

As identified in the 2014 RAP prepared by Camp Dresser and McKee (CDM) and existing environmental data, 

elevated levels of contamination exist in roughly three concentrated areas within the G2 Parcel.  These 

areas are separated by areas thought to have lower levels of contamination based on industrial standards. 

However, when considering recreational and/or ecological uses, these areas should be considered 

potentially contaminated and will require further site characterization. In general, as the 2014 RAP 

contemplated future industrial use of the site, further remediation will be required to prepare the G2 Parcel 

for recreational and ecological uses. In addition, DTSC will prepare a CEQA document to analyze the 

ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ 

RAP. 

Pursuant to CEQA, DTSC as the lead agency will prepare an initial study (IS) of the potential environmental 

impacts associated with the implementation of the selected site remediation alternative in the future RAP. 

The DTSC will coordinate public review and input on the RAP, IS, and associated supporting CEQA 

documents including notice of determination (NOD) and negative declaration (ND) or mitigated negative 

declaration (MND), as appropriate. Once the public comment period is completed, DTSC will review and 

respond to the comments received. The RAP will be revised, as necessary, to address the comments 

received. If significant changes to the RAP are required, the RAP will be revised and resubmitted for public 

review and comment. If significant changes are not required to the RAP, it will be modified and DTSC will 

consider approval ofthe modified RAP for implementation. A summary of the comments received and how 

they were addressed, along with the final CEQA documents, including the IS, NOD, and ND or MND will be 

included in the final RAP as appendices. 

 

2.2 Potential Future Activities  

To implement the Project at the G2 Parcel as described in the IFR EIS/EIR, many future design and funding 

milestones must be met by both the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the City.  These 

steps include preparation and execution of a Project Agreement between the City and USACE, project 

budget approval, identification of additional remediation funds, solicitation and execution of contracts with 

engineering and design consultants, completion of preliminary engineering and project design for the G2 

Parcel, issuance of engineering permits and approval of construction contracts, among other things. 

Potential Interim Uses at G2 Parcel 

In the interim, the City is contemplating preparing the G2 Parcel for revenue-generating public or leased 

uses, subject to approval by DTSC. Specific interim use proposals will require future discretionary approval 

and evaluation for consistency with the certified IFR EIS/EIR and this Addendum for compliance with CEQA.  

Because of the uncertainty of the nature and scope of these interim uses, potential environmental impacts 

will be evaluated when more detailed information is known. 

Regarding interim uses and site remediation strategies, interim site uses at the G2 Parcel could be 

configured to avoid contaminated areas when possible, utilizing a combination of strategies such as 

selective pathways and elevated walkway site improvements.  Bio-remediation (i.e. natural air venting, 
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plant uptake of soil contamination, etc.) will be considered as a potential remediation method. Phased site 

ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5¢{/ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5¢{/Ωǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

a new or revised RAP.  

Easement Agreements on the G2 Parcel 

The City is pursuing grant and other funding opportunities to implement the Project at the G2 Parcel, 

including sale of an easement agreement on the G2 Parcel to the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 

(SMMC). The easement would be located near the River-edge portion of the G2 Parcel. Uses associated with 

the proposed easement are anticipated to be consistent with the uses described in the certified IFR EIS/EIR, 

which include passive recreation, such as walking, hiking, biking, and wildlife viewing. If and when a City-

SMMC easement agreement is finalized, any proposed site improvements and activities will require future 

discretionary approval and be evaluated then for CEQA compliance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 2017 Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project: Acquisition of Taylor Yard G2 Parcel 
Addendum to the IFR EIS/EIR 

14 

 

Section 3.0 Previous  Environmental  Review and Project  

 

3.1 Previous Environmental Review: IFR EIS/EIR  

The IFR EIS/EIR (State Clearinghouse Number 2008121014) for the Project is a joint environmental 

document prepared by the USACE and City to satisfy the requirements of the National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA) and CEQA. The IFR EIS/EIR is the result of a long process of project definition and analysis that 

identified characteristics of the Project and its alternatives, analyzed the environmental impacts, stated 

beneficial effects, and presented feasible mitigation measures. Please see Section 5.12.1 and Table 5.1 in 

the IFR EIS/EIR for a discussion and summary of the ProjectΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΦ 

The USACE and City released a joint Notice of Preparation/Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS/EIR for the 

Project in November 2008. A public scoping meeting was held in December 2008. The Draft IFR EIS/EIR was 

released for public review and comment from September 20 through November 18, 2013. The Draft IFR 

EIS/EIR was posted online and hard copies and CDs of the document were placed at more than eight 

libraries and public agency offices. A public hearing was held the evening of October 17, 2013 in the Atrium 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ wƛǾŜǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘ ртл West 7th 

Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90065. Over 230 people attended the meeting, and over 500 individuals, agencies, 

elected officials and non-governmental organizations submitted comments on the Draft IFR EIS/EIR. 

Meetings and events were held by others during the public review period, including:  

¶ Community LA River Rally in Support of Alternative 20: September 28, 2013; 

¶ [! wƛǾŜǊ wŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ά[ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪ wƛǾŜǊέ 9ǾŜƴǘΥ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлΣ нлмоΤ 

In addition, the City and USACE visited Washington, D.C. for LA River Day on Capitol Hill to discuss the LA 

River Study and overall status on October 28-29, 2013. 

Based on the comments received, a Final IFR EIS/EIR was prepared which included the complete Draft 

IFR/EIR, an Executive Summary, and responses to all written and verbal comments received during the 

public review period. 

The IFR EIS/EIR found that the Recommended Plan Alternative 20 and all other Project Alternatives (except 

the No Project Alternative) have unavoidable significant environmental impacts on Land Use; the 

Recommended Plan Alternative 20 and all other Project Alternatives (except the No Project Alternative and 

Alternative 13v) also have unavoidable significant impacts related to Air Quality during the construction 

period. 

The USACE has not yet issued a Record of Decision (ROD) for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

However, on December 18, 2015, the Chief of Engineers at USACE signed a report on the Project that has 

been submitted to Congress for authorization and appropriation. The US Congress approved the report and 

appropriated the funds to proceed with preconstruction engineering and design (PED). 

The City certified the Final EIR for the Project, adopted the Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding 
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Considerations and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), and approved the 

Recommended Plan Alternative 20 on June 29, 2016 (Council File No. 14-1158-S2). The Notice of 

Determination (NOD) was filed on July 1, 2016.  

 

3.2 Overview of Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project , Alternative 20  

The Project has the goal of transforming the River , which currently functions as flood control infrastructure, 

into a functional riparian ecosystem that is connected to local wildlife corridors and available to the public 

for recreational use while still maintaining existing levels of flood risk management. 

The approximately 51-mile long River flows from its origin in the San Fernando Valley region of the City of 

Los Angeles into the Pacific Ocean at Long Beach. It has an approximately 870 square-mile watershed and 

once anchored a vast system of riparian foothill, riverine and freshwater marsh habitat that carried seasonal 

rains and subterranean flows across the coastal plain to the Pacific Ocean. Over the last 150 years, a cycle of 

increasing urban development in the floodplain, flooding, and channelization has diminished aquatic and 

riparian habitat, reduced plant and wildlife diversity, and disconnected the River from its historic floodplain 

and nearby significant ecological zones. 

The USACE, City and the Los Angeles County have jurisdiction over the River. In 2006, USACE and the City 

commenced the described IFR for the Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Study that focused on 

restoring natural riparian ecosystem values along an 11-ƳƛƭŜ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōƻǘǘƻƳŜŘΩ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊΣ 

including numerous parcels fronting the River.  

In support of the IFR, in 2007 the Los Angeles City Council adopted the Los Angeles River Revitalization 

Master Plan (LARRMP) (C.F. 07-1342), which includes restoration of a functional riparian ecosystem as one 

its key recommendations. The LARRMP applies to the first 32 miles of the Los Angeles River and 

encompasses the portion of the River that flows through the City and along the cities of Burbank and 

Glendale. This area includes the approximately 11-mile stretch of the River (Figure 2), known as the ARBOR 

reach, that comprises the study area for the Project, from Griffith Park to downtown Los Angeles. The 

LARRMP proposes ecosystem restoration with natural open spaces, wildlife habitat areas, recreational 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нпл ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜ ƪŜȅ άƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǊŜŀǎέΥ /ŀƴƻƎŀ tŀǊƪΣ wƛǾŜǊ DƭŜƴΣ 

Taylor Yard, Cornfields/Chinatown, and Downtown Industrial. 

The IFR EIS/EIR ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ [!wwatΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǳŎƘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

analyzes the environmental impacts of the Project. The restoration measures will substantially increase 

valley foothill riparian strand and freshwater marsh habitat, reestablish connectivity between the River and 

its historic floodplain, and restore habitat connections to significant habitat areas of the Santa Monica, 

Verdugo and San Gabriel Mountains. 
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Figure 2: Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration  Project  

 














