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Section 1.0 Purpose of this Addendum to the IFR EIS/EIR

The purpose othis Addendum to the previously certified Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration

Integrated Feasibility Report (IFR) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
(seeAppendix A)s to serve as the environmental review for tB& (i &Quidition of a privatelyowned

propertyat 2070 N San Fernando Road (Taylor Yard G2 ai@elParcgl The Los Angeles River

Ecosystem RestoratidProject(Projec), implemented throughithe Recommended Plahlternative 20as

described inthdFREIS/EIR,Y  SYR&a (G2 NBadG2NB a2vyYS 2F (KS wigSNDa
habitat, includingat the Taylor Yard G2 Pardetation

Section 2.0 describesé proposed actionicquisition of the Taylor Yar@2 Parcelvhichconsistf the
purchaseand site remediation of the G2 Parcel. Site remediation may be subject to further California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliandéis Addendum evaluates the proposéchjuisition of the
Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, described furtaed specifically in Section 2.2

Potential future activities on the G2 Parcel may also include interim uses, easement agreements, and
further implementation of theProject which would all be subject to further discretionary approval and
evaluation for CEQA corigince. To the extent information regarding impacts from thgsmential future
activitiesis known and can be evaluatedjalysis at a programmatlevelis provided.

Section 3.0 summarizes the previously approved environmental docutientFR EIS/EIR)dthe Project.
The IFR EIS/EIR sets forth, on a planning level, proposed ecosystem restoration in and along an
approximately 1imile reach of the Los Angeles River from Griffith Park to DowntmgnAngeles. The IFR
EIS/ElIRvas prepared on a programrtia level with some projecievel analysis when available, address
the environmental impacts associated with the Project. The IFRIEIs also intended to support future
discretionary actions of the City, such as fireposedAcquisitionof the Tayor YardG2 Parcel, with regard
to implementation of the Project.

The Project, as more fully described in Sec8@) has the goal of restoring a functional riparian ecosystem,

making connections to local wildlife corridors, and providing compatible atiomal use in key sections of

an 1Etmile segment of the Los Angeles River (River), while maintaining existing levels of flood risk
YIEYlF3aASYSyids 4gKAOK Ay AlGa OdNNByd adlidSsz Aa GKS wig
Specific Project elements LI NIi 2 F (Recgation\NRi@editdied hdhe IFR EIS/Efige4-65)

that would be constructed on the G2 Partekupport walking, hiking, biking, bird watching, wildlife

viewing and kayakinigpclude:

1 Multi-use trails
1 smaller bridge/crossing within Taylor Yard

1
1 1 paved parking lot, approximately 15,000 square feet
{ 2restrooms

January 2017 Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restord®iaject Acquisition of Taylor Yard G2 Parcel
Addendum to théFRES/EIR
5



1 1 pedestrian underpass at the south end of Taylor Yard

9 Trail access points, which include grading and planting, signage, stairs, benches, gating, and trash
receptacles to provide quality tradlccess

1 Wildlife viewing points, which would include an elevated wood deck with railing, benches,
interpretative signage, and trash receptacles

The Project hasa®logical restoratiorieatures at the G2 Parcels discussed ithe IFR EIS/EIR (pagy&8).

In Reach Gat the G2 Parcethe Project woullNB & 1 2 NB &42YS 2 F { KSandvag@ENDRa y I
riparian habitat bywidening the RiveB0O feet to expand the soft bottom arsloping thebank for a length

of approximately 1000 feetJpstream of the G2 Parcel, a backwater wetland would be created in the

d. 260 A SAqualtidnXzeSrie tebitats including freshwater marsh would dominate the new river bed.

The banks of the River, upstream of the Bowtie backwater wetland and downstretiia G2 Parcel on the

left bank and the entirety of the right bank, would be restructured to support overhanging vines and other
vegetation.

Section 4.0 describes the potential environmental impacts associated with the Project and with the
proposed actionAcquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Pard@é¢lis Sectiofinds that no new significant
environmental impacts will result.

CEQA, Public Resources Code Section 21094(b) states that a later project may tier off a prior EIR that has

been certified for a progma or plan if the subsequent activityadl of the followiny om0 [/ 2y aAaiSy
program, plan, policy, or ordinance for which an environmental impact report has been prepared and

certified. (2) Consistent with applicable local land use plans anidgaf the city, county, or city and county

in which the later project would be located. @)2 i adzo 2SO0 (2 {SOGA2Y HMmcc PE

/ 9v! DAdARStAySa {SOGA2Yy wmMpmcnol o gKAOK AYLX SYSyia
lead agency or responsible aggrshall prepare an addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes

or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a
adz0aSljdsSyid 9Lw KIF@S 200dzNNBR®E

Section 15162 calls for the preparatioha subsequent EIR when any of the following have occurred:

1 Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the previous
EIR;

1 Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project italiede
which will require major revisions of the previous EIR; or

1 New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known
with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified ssuch a

o One or more significant effects was not discussed in the previous EIR;
o Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe;

0 Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be
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feasible and wouldubstantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project; or

o0 Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in
the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects.

Accordingly, Rs prepared on a programmate&vel, such as the IFR EIS/Rlfalyze broad environmental
effects of the program, while future discretionary actions and-sftecific environmental review will be
required. As set forth more fully in Sectg&3 and 4.Q Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parisel
consistent with the Project, angithin the Project descriptiorand scopeof the environmental analysis
included inthe IFR EIS/EIR. The analysis inAtidendumcompares and contrasi#cquisition of theTayla
YardG2 Parcelvith the assumptions and analysis in the IFR EIS/EIR. As set forth in theldmden
Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Panseluld not create or result in new, ffierent, or substantially
increased environmental impacts than thosealuated in the IFR EIS/EIR.
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Section 2.0 Proposed Action: Acquisition of Taylor Yard G2 Parcel

The proposed action, Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, consists of the purchase and site remediation
of the G2 Parcel. Site remediation may be subject to further CEQA compliance. This Addendum evaluates
the proposed Acquisition of the Taylor Y&@a Parcel, described further finis section

G2 Parcel Location and Background

TheProjectincludes the G2 Pargekhich is located &070 North San Fernando Road in the community of
Cypress Park in the City of Los Ang&eg Figure 1), approximatelyree miles north of Downtown Los
Angeles . This approximately 4%aére parcel of land is part of the former Taylor Yard railroad complex. The
41.5 acres consists of 40.5 acres of open space and 1.0 acre of an improved private access road. The G2
Parcelis currently owned by Union Pacific Railroad (UP) and has been owneddrnSd&thern Pacific
Railroadsince at least the early 1900s.

The approximately 24@cre Taylor Yard railroad complex, which includes the G2 Parcel, and surrounding
properties to thenorth, northeast, east, and southeast, was originally divided into ten parcels: A, B, C, D, E,

F, G, H, I, and J. Following the closure of the railroad yard, many of the parcels have been developed for
industrial, residential, educational, and open spases. As shown on Figure 1, the parcels contiguous to

Parcel G2 include G1 (Bowtie parcel), F, E, D, and C. The G2 Parcel is bounded by the River to the north and
southwest, the Sonia Sotomayor Learning Academies to the northe&&dEx shipping center the east,

and the Rio de Los Angeles State Park to the southeast. Active Metrolink rail tracks are located along the G2
Parcel directly to the east. The G2 Parcel is located approximately 0.8 mile south of the State Route 2 (SR 2;
Glendale Freeway) angproximately 0.3nile east of the-b. The G2 Parcel (APl 147A215 1053pcated

within the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan and Council District 1 areas of the City of Los Angeles.

The Taylor Yard railroad complex was originally developed in tB@sl&nd hosted train maintenance and
fueling operationsFormercomplexfacilities include a diesel shop, a machine shop, a roundhouse, two
turntables, underground and aboyground storage tanks, a service track area, and miscellaneous buildings.
In 2009 ,all aboveground structures remaining on the Site, except for certain existing concrete slabs,
footings, and foundations, were demolished. A stormwater collection system and associated industrial
wastewater treatment plant were in operation esite, untildecommissioning in 2011.

In 2013, the City was presented with the opportunity to purchase the G2 Parcel. Negotiations between the

City and UP havieeencompleted and the City is currently in escrow to purchase the land. However, closing

2y GKS SAONRg KI & 0SSy O2 ih&kdpprdp@aie SEQAZotumerKBrthe A i & Qa |
proposed Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel
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Figure 1: The Taylor Yard Complex
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TheG2parcel is zoned M2-CDO (Light Industrial), MB CDO (Heavy Industrial), and [QIREDO (Public
Facilities) for the Cypress Park & Glassell Park Community Design Overlay (@m)ses in the vicinity of
the G2 Parcel are highly urbanized. Cutidand use in the area is dominated by residential housing, light
and heavy industrial use, mafacturing, and public lands.

¢CKS /FTEATF2NYALF DS2t23A01t {dNBSeQa { Sxamakdsndstl T I NR
within an AlquistPriob Earthquake Fault Zone. The nearest active fault tddBd°arcelk the Raymond

Fault which is located 1.3 miles north of the SitBlo active faults are known to cross tB® ParcelThe

Site is located within potential liquefactiorzone?

Since 985, a number of sqikoil gasand groundwater investigations have been conducted on the G2

Parcel and have identified chemicals in the solil, including petroleum hydrocarbon, arsenic and lead. The G2
Parcel was evaluated for site remediation under tlugnce of theDepartment of Toxic Substances

Control DTS§ and a Remedial Action PIERAPJor clearrup to industrial use standards was approved on
February 14, 2014.

2.1 Current Proposed Action

The proposed action, Acquisition of the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, consists of the purchase and site remediation
of the G2 Parcellf approved, the City would purchase the G2 Parcel fuitandlikelyimplement a phased

site remediation strategjor existingcontaminationthat would: 1) satisfy the requirements of the proposed
Purchase Agreement witdP [Appendix B]; 2heet the approval of DTSC, iwhcurrently haghe 2014RAP

in place with URAppendix Cland 3) reach agreement with DTSC regarditgclen-up levels for

recreational and ecologicake to implement the Project at the G2 Parcel as described the certified IFR
EIS/EIR.

Proposed Purchase Agreement Requirements

Under theproposed Purchase Agreemenith UP, the City would be required to perform site remediation
and related demolition activities to address existing surface and subsurface structures at the GArParcel
addition, as outlined in Exhibit C, Grant DeeidAppendix Bfencing and some niatenance activities, such
as weed abatement will be required upon purchase of the property.

Site Remediation

As discussed in Section 3.bf3he proposed Purchase AgreemeBnvironmental Obligationsipon closing
the City is required to remediate th@isand groundwater at the G2 Parcel, consistent with the 2014 RAP
UP has in place with DTSC. The City must also perform demolition and disposal of remaining foundation
slabs, storage tanks, vaults and other surface or subsurface structures progierty. This work includes

1
2

City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, ZIMAS. Wétigitézimas.lacity.org/ accessed June 2016.

U.S. Geological Survey, Faults of the Los Angeles Area. Whtipitéearthquake.usgs.gov/regional/scalla_faults.pdiccessed
June 2016

® California Division of Mines artgeology Seismic Hazards Zones Map Los Angeles Quadrangle. Website:
http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/quad/LOS_ANGELES/maps/ozn_lapcdssed June 2016.
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off-site hauling and disposal of all concrete and asphalt, and stormwater infrastructure, if necessary,
including preparation of plans as required by regulatory agencies, and implementation of necessary
measures during demolitierelated work, and any other environmental requirements concerning the
property, all in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

LRy Of2aAy3a 2F SaAONRgr GKS /AdGe ¢g2dA R | aadzyS €
08 5¢{/ 3 SYyGSNIAyG2 GKS /AGeQa 26y @2ftdzyidt N Of Sl y
Parcel.The BOE estimates that it may take grear to amend the RAP at an estimated cost of $1 million.

Both UP and the City acknowledge that the City may obtain a no further action letter (also known as a
remediation certification) after remediating the Property in phases, subject to approval 8¢ DT

¢2 FLOATAGIGS GKS /AGeQa O02YLIX SiAz2zy 2F (KS 9y OJANRY
Agreement and assure UP of the City's adequate performance of these Obligatithesclasing of escrow

UP shall deposit approximately $14.715limil (the anticipated cost of remediation to industrial standards

based on City estimates) from UBaleproceeds into a Remediation Escrow Account. Those funds shall be
KStR YR RAAGNRAOdzZISR Ay O2yySOGA2y dafeith&ropeiyS / A e Qa
pursuant to the Remediation Escrow Agreement (Exhibit F of the Purchase Agreeresmtled with UP

Fencing and Maintenance Activities

As part of the proposed Purchase Agreement, no later than one year after deliveryrettrdeddeedfor

the property, the City will be required to install fencing to prevemcroachment on théetrolink Tail

Track Easement Ared the southern boundary of the G2 Paresld theUPrailroad rightof-way adjacent

to the easternboundary of the G2 Parcel (Purchase Agreentediibit C, Grant Dee&ection (a) Fence
Covenant)The tail track is used by Metrolink when it needs to clear rail cars off its trelskgencing shall

be a minimum six foot chain link or similar type feaceeptable to UPThe City estimates the fencing to

cost approximately $100,000. Weed abatement and related site maintenance activities are anticipated once
the City purchases the G2 Parcel.

DTSC Remedial Action Plan

The Taylor Yard G2 Parcel was iderdifig DTSC as a State Response Cleanup Site in 1980. Several site
investigations were performed from 198013 to determine the extent of contamination.s Atated above,

a RARo remediatethe site to industriaktandards set forth by th€alifornia Humaiealth Screening

Levels for commercial/Industrial Use (CHHSLSs) was approved by DTSC in 2014. Some steps of the
remediation process tlude but are not limited t@ngineeing caps over contaminated areasapor

barrier(s), and subslab venting syste(s), passive soil bioventing, fregroduct removaland monitoring and
reporting.

The City met with DTSC representatives in Noveraberm ¢ (1 2 R A dpQielztiaBacouisitiSn of theli @ Q &

G2 Parcellf approved, pon acquisition of the G2 Parcel, the Citguld initiate work with DTSC to revise

or replacethe 2014RAP. The City has informally consulted with DTSC staff and has been advised that a

phased remediatiompproachh & | L2 aaAoAftAGe® ¢KS /AG@2Qa LXKIFaSR 1
public acess and recreational use of t&2 Parcel would be safe and allowable.
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As identified in th&2014RAP prepared b§amp Dresser and McKe@¥M) andexisting environmental data

elevated levels of contamination exist in roughly three concentrated angdmn the G2 ParcelThese

areas are separated by areas thought to have lower levels of contaminaiged on industrial standards
Howeverwhen consideringecreational and/or ecologicaises these areas should be considered

potentially contaminatedand will require further site characterizatiolngenera) as the 2014 RAP

contemplated future industrial use of the sitieirther remediation will be required to prepare the G2 Parcel

for recreational and ecological usés addition, DTSC will prepare BQA document to analyze the
LRGOGSYdALt SYy@ANRBYYSyYydlf AYLIOGa 2F GKS /AGeQa airis
RAP.

Pursuant to CEQA, DTSC as the lead agency will prepare an initial study (IS) of the potential environmental
impacts asociated with the implementation of the selectside remediationalternative in the future RAP.

The DTSC will coordinate public reviemd input on theRAP, IS, and associated supporting CEQA

documents including notice of determination (NGIDYi negative declaration (ND) or mitigated negative
declaration (MND), as appropriate. Once the public comment period is completed, DTSC will review and
respond to the comments received. The RAP will be revised, as necessary, to address the comments
received.If significant changes to the RAP are required, the RAP will be revised and resubmitted for public
review and comment. If significant changes are not required to the RA#, be modified and DTSC will
consider approval ¢fie modified RAP for implemertian. A summary of the comments received and how

they were addressed, along with the final CEQA documents, including the 1S, NOD, and ND or MND will be
included in the final RAP as appendices.

2.2 Potential Future Activities

To implement the Project at the G2 Parcel as described in the IFR EIS/EIR, many future design and funding
milestones must be met by both thgnited States Army Corps ofdtneers (USACEand the City.These

steps include preparation and execution of ajBeb Agreement between the City and USACE, project

budget approval, identification of additional remediation funds, solicitation and execution of contracts with
engineering and design consultants, completion of preliminary engineering and project dedigae &2

Parcel, issuance of engineering permits and approval of construmbioinacts, among other things.

Potential Interim Uses at G2 Parcel

In the interim, the City is contemplating preparing the G2 Parcel for revgeneratingpublic or leased
uses, subject to approval by DTSpecific interim use proposals will require future discretionary approval
and evaluation for consistency with the certified IFR EIS/EIR andditémndum for compliance with CEQA
Because of the uncertainty of the naturedascope of these interim usgsptential environmentaimpacts
will be evaluated when more detailed information is known

Regarding interim uses and site remediation strategies, inteitenuses at the G2 Paroeduld be
configured toavoid contaminatedreaswhen possibleutilizing a combination of strategies such as
selective pathways and elevated walkway site improvements-rddieediation (i.e. natural air venting,
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plant uptake of soil contamination, etc.) will be considered as a potential remediatgthod. Phased site
NEYSRAIFIGA2Y YR dza$S ¢2dzZ R 6S R2yS Ay O2yadAZ GFiGAz2y
a newor revisedRAP.

Easement Agreementsn the G2 Parcel

The City is pursuing grant and other funding opportunities to implemenPtogect at the G2 Parcel

includingsale ofan easement agreemeioin the G2 Parcel tthe Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
(SMMC). The easement would be locatezhr the Riverdge portion of the G2 Parcel. Uses associated with

the proposed easement are anticipated to be consistent with the uses described in the certified IFR EIS/EIR,
which include passive recreation, such as walking, hiking, biking, and wildlife vidaing mwhen a City
SMMCeasement agreemeris finalized,anyproposed site improvements and activities will require future
discretionary approval and be evaluatdekn for CEQA compliance.
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Section 3.0 Previous Environmental Review and Project

3.1 Previous Environmental Review: IFR EIS/EIR

ThelFREIS/EIR (State Clearinghouse Number 2008121014) f@rtjectis a joint environmental

document prepared by the USACE and City to satisfy the requirements of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) and CEQA. The IFR EI®HIR result of a long process of project definition and analysis that

identified characteristics of thErojectand its alternativesanalyzedhe environmental impactsstated
beneficialeffects, andoresentedfeasible mitgation measures. Please see Section 5.12.1 and Table 5.1 in

the IFR EIS/EIR for a discussion and summary &frtjecQa Sy @ANR Y YSy Gl AYLI Oda |

The USACE and City released a joint Notice of Preparation/Notice of Intent to prepare anf&i $EIR

Projectin November 2008. A public scoping meeting was held in December 2008. The Draft IFR EIS/EIR was
released for public review and comment from September 20 through November 18, 2013. The Draft IFR
EIS/EIR was posted online and hard copieCD<f the document were placed at more than eight

libraries andoublicagency offices. A public hearing was held the evening of October 17, 2013 in the Atrium

2T GKS [2a !y3aStSa wAGBSNI/SyiSN) FyR DI NRBy#z f 20!
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90065. Over 230 people attended the meeting, and over 500 individuals, agencies,
elected officials and negovernmental organizations submitted comments on the Draft IFR EIS/EIR.

Meetings and events were held by others ohgr the public review period, including:
1 Community LA River Rally in Support of Alternative 20: September 28, 2013;
T [!' WAGBSNI WSOAGFEATIFGARZ2Y [/ 2NLIR2NIGA2yQa a[ SGQa ¢

In addition, the City and USACE visited Washingtonf@.CA River Day on Capitol Hill to discuss the LA
River Study and overall statas October 2829, 2013.

Based on the comments received, a Final IFR EIS/EIR was prepared which included the complete Draft
IFR/EIR, an Executive Summary, and responseswatsdin and verbal comments received during the
public review period.

The IFR EIS/EIR found that thed®@mended Plalternative20 andall other ProjectAlternatives (except
the No Progct Alternative) have unavoidable sigo#nt environmentaimpactson LandJse;the
Recanmended Plarhlternative 20 and abhther ProjectAlternatives(exceptthe No ProjectAlternative and
Alternaive 13v) also have umaidablesignificant impacts related to Air Quality during the construction
period.

The USACE has nattyssued a Record of Decision (ROD) for ther&@mwiental Impact Statement (BIS
However, on December 18, 2015, the Chief of Engineers at USACE signed a report on the Project that has
been submitted to Congress for authorization and appropriation. ThEdifgress approved the report and
appropriated the funds to proceed with preconstruction engineering and design (PED).

The City certified the Final Bigt the Project adopted the Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding
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Considerations and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), and apprdhed
RecommendedPlan Alternative 2@n June 29, 2016 (CoundileFNo. 141158 S2). The Notice of
Determination (NOD) was filed on July 1, 2016.

3.2 Overview of Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project , Alternative 20

TheProjecthas the goal of transforming the Rivewrhichcurrently functions as flood control infrastructure,
into a functional riparian ecosystethat isconnected to local wildlife corridorendavailable to the puli¢
for recreational usavhile still maintainingexisting levels of flood risk management

The approximately 5inile long River flows from its origin in the San Fernando Valley region of the City of
Los Angeles into the Pacific Ocean at Long Beach. Inheggpaoximately 870 squanmile watershed and

once anchored a vast system of riparian foothill, riverine and freshwater marsh habitat that carried seasonal
rains and subterranean flows across the coastal plain to the Pacific Ocean. Over the last 150oyedef
increasing urban development in the floodplain, flooding, and charat@izhas diminished aquatic and

riparian habitat, reduced plant and wildlife diveysiand disconnected the Riveoim its historic floodplain

and nearby significargcological zones.

The USACEityand the Los Angeles County have jurisdiction ovelRter. In 2006, USACihd the City
commencedhe describedFR for the Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restorationt8aidgcused on

restoring natural riparian ecosystem values alongaryld £ S Wy I G dzNJ f 062G 02 YSRQ LJ2 N
includingnumerousparcelsfronting the River

In support of thdFR in 2007 the Los Angeles City Couadibpted thelLos Angeles River Revitalization

Master Plan (LARRMP) (C.F1342),which includesestoration of a functional riparian ecosystem as one

its key recommendations. The LARRMP applies to the first 32 ahillee Los Angeles Rivend

encompasses thportion of the Rivethat flows through the City and along the citi@sBurbank and

Glendale. This ardacludes the approximately tile stretch of the Rivg(Figure2), known as the ARBOR

reach,that comprises the study area for th&roject from Griffith Rirk to downtown Los Angelehe

LARRMP proposes ecosystem restoration with natural open spaces, wildlife habitat areas, recreational
FIOATtAGASE YR Y2NB (KFy Hnnan LINRB2SOGa O02yySOilGAy3a &
Taylor Yard, Gafields/Chinatown, and Downtown Industrial.

ThelFREISEERY O2 N1LJ22 NI 1Sa [ ! wwat Qa 202S00A@Sazx RSiGlFIAfa YS
analyzes thenvironmental impacts of therBject. The restoration measures will substantially increase

valleyfoothill riparian strand and freshwater marsh habitat, redsish connectivity between theifer and

its historic floodplain, and restore habitat connections to significant habitat areas of the Santa Monica,

Verdugo and San Gabriel Mountains.
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Figure 2: Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project
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