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       Lead City Agency: City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering 

 
 Project Title:  Magnolia Boulevard Widening (N) ï Cahuenga Boulevard to 

Vineland Avenue (W.O. E1907925) 
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Purpose of an Initial Study 
 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was enacted in 1970: to provide 
decision-makers and the public with information about environmental effects of 
proposed projects, as well as avoidance and minimization measures.  The Bureau of 
Engineering Environmental Management Group (EMG) has determined the proposed 
project is subject to CEQA and no exemptions apply.  Therefore, the preparation of an 
Initial Study (IS) is required. 
 
An IS contains a preliminary analysis, which is conducted by the lead agency, in 
consultation with other agencies (responsible or trustee agencies, as applicable), to 
determine whether there is substantial evidence that a project may have a significant 
effect on the environment.  If the IS concludes that the project, with mitigation, may 
have a significant effect on the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
should be prepared; otherwise the lead agency may adopt a Negative Declaration (ND) 
or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). 
 
This IS has been prepared in accordance with CEQA (Public Resources Code §21000 
et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, §15000 
et seq.), and the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines (1981, amended July 31, 2002). 

 
B.  Document Format 

 
In this Final Initial Study, edits to the Draft Initial Study text are noted by strike through 
text for deletions and ñunderlined italicized textò for insertions as well as in a new added 



INITIAL STUDY 

PUBLIC WORKS ï BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 

Magnolia Boulevard Widening (N) Page 2 September 2019 

section, Section IX, as described below. 
 
This IS is organized into nine sections and two appendices. Technical studies or 
technical information prepared and used in support of the IS preparation and findings 
are provided under a separate cover as listed in Attachment A.  
 
Section I, Introduction:  provides an overview of the project and the CEQA 
environmental documentation process.  
 
Section II, Project Description:  provides a description of the project location, project 
background, and project components.  
 
Section III, Existing Environment:  provides a description of the existing environmental 
setting with focus on features of the environment which could potentially affect the 
proposed project or be affected by the proposed project.   
 
Section IV, Potential Environmental Effects:  provides a detailed discussion of the 
environmental factors that would be potentially affected by this project as indicated by 
the screening checklist in Appendix A.   
 
Section V, Mitigation Measures Standard Conditions and Regulatory Requirements:  
provides the standard conditions and regulatory requirements that would be 
implemented to ensure that potential adverse impacts of the proposed project would be 
reduced to a less than significant level.  
 
Section VI, Preparation and Consultation: provides a list of key personnel involved in 
the preparation of this report and key personnel consulted.  
 
Section VII, Determination ï Recommended Environmental Documentation:  provides 
the recommended environmental documentation for the proposed project; and,  
 
Section VIII, References:  provides a list of reference materials used during the 
preparation of this report.  
 
Section IX. Responses to Comments: presents public and agency comments on the 
draft IS/ND, and the Cityôs responses to those comments. Revisions and Clarifications, 
and Comments and Responses: a new section which together with the Draft Initial 
Study comprises the Final IS/Negative Declaration (ND). This section provides any 
updates, clarifications, or modifications to the information in the Draft Initial Study in 
response to the comments received during the public review period. This section also 
includes comments received during the public review and responses.  
 
Appendix A, Environmental Screening Checklist  
 
Appendix B, Notice of Availability and Notice of Community Meeting 



INITIAL STUDY 

PUBLIC WORKS ï BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 

Magnolia Boulevard Widening (N) Page 3 September 2019 

Attachments: 

¶ Traffic Study, Parsons, 2018 

¶ Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment, Sapphos Environmental, Inc., 2018 

¶ Natural Environment Study (Minimum Impact), Parsons, 2018 

¶ Air Quality Report, Parsons, 2019 

¶ Health Risk Assessment Screening, Parsons, 2019 

¶ Noise Study Report, Parsons, 2018 

¶ Historic Property Survey Report, Sapphos, 2019 
 

 
C.  CEQA Process 

 
Once the adoption of a Negative Declaration (or Mitigated Negative Declaration) has 
been proposed, a public comment period opens for no less than twenty (20) days, or 
thirty (30) days if there is state agency involvement.  The purpose of this comment 
period is to provide public agencies and the general public an opportunity to review the 
initial study and comment on the adequacy of the analysis and the findings of the lead 
agency regarding potential environmental impacts of the proposed project.  If a reviewer 
believes the project may have a significant effect on the environment, the reviewer 
should (1) identify the specific effect, (2) explain why it is believed the effect would 
occur, and (3) explain why it is believed the effect would be significant.  Facts or expert 
opinion supported by facts should be provided as the basis of such comments. 
 
After the close of the public review period, the Board of Public Works considers the ND 
or MND, together with any comments received during the public review process, and 
makes a recommendation to the City Council on whether to approve the project.  One 
or more Council committees may then review the proposal and documents and make its 
own recommendation to the full City Council.  The City Council is the decision-making 
body and also considers the ND or MND, together with any comments received during 
the public review process, in the final decision to approve or disapprove the project.    
 
During the project approval process, persons and/or agencies may address either the 
Board of Public Works or the City Council regarding the project. Public notification of 
agenda items for the Board of Public Works, Council committees, and City Council is 
posted 72 hours prior to the public meeting. The Council agenda can be obtained by 
visiting the Council and Public Services Division of the Office of the City Clerk at City 
Hall, 200 North Spring Street, Suite 395; by calling (213) 978-1073, (213) 978-1137 or 
via the internet at https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/ 
index.cfm?fa=c.search&tab=cfi.   
 
If the project is approved, the City will file a Notice of Determination (NOD) with the 
County Clerk within 5 days.  The NOD will be posted by the County Clerk within 24 
hours of receipt.  This begins a 30-day statute of limitations on legal challenges to the 
approval under CEQA.  The ability to challenge the approval in court may be limited to 
those persons who objected to the approval of the project, and to issues which were 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/%20index.cfm?fa=c.search&tab=cfi
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/%20index.cfm?fa=c.search&tab=cfi


INITIAL STUDY 

PUBLIC WORKS ï BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 

Magnolia Boulevard Widening (N) Page 4 September 2019 

presented to the lead agency by any person, either orally or in writing, during the public 
comment period.   
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 
Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide 
reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and 
activities. 

 
 
II.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A.  Location 

The proposed project is located on the northern side of Magnolia Boulevard between 
Cahuenga Boulevard and Vineland Avenue in Council District 2 and in the North 
Hollywood ï Valley Village community of the City of Los Angeles (Figures 1 and 2). The 
proposed project is on the Burbank 7.5-minute U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle 
(California-Los Angeles County 7.5-minute topographic map series). 

B.  Purpose 

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic flow, reduce traffic congestion, 
and provide street infrastructure improvements along Magnolia Boulevard. The 
widening of the north side of Magnolia would complement the Cityôs prior improvements 
on the south side in 2011. 

 
C.  Description 

The City of Los Angeles (City) Bureau of Engineering proposes to widen a 2,600-foot 
stretch of the northern side of Magnolia Boulevard between Cahuenga Boulevard and 
Vineland Avenue to improve traffic flow and reduce traffic congestion. The proposed 
project would increase vehicular traffic safety by adding an east-bound through lane 
while maintaining a center turn lane.  

The right-of-way along this stretch of Magnolia Boulevard varies from 80 to 90 feet 
wide, with the northern side of the street generally consisting of a 25-foot-wide paved 
roadway and a sidewalk that varies in width from 15 to 25 feet along the alignment. In 
addition to one through lane eastbound and two through lanes westbound, Magnolia 
Boulevard has left-turn pockets at intersections and a parking lane on each side of the 
street. On the southern side of Magnolia Boulevard, the sidewalk is 7 feet wide. The 
southern side of this segment of Magnolia Boulevard was widened, reconstructed, and 
resurfaced in 2011. 
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity Map  





































https://maps.google.com/maps?q=5230+lankershim+blvd+north+hollywood&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x80c295f22c8562c5:0x22ba04c3479a34db,5230+Lankershim+Blvd,+North+Hollywood,+CA+91601&gl=us&ei=vPWMU7PmOoOCogS5iYDIAg&ved=0CB8Q8gEwAA
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=5230+lankershim+blvd+north+hollywood&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x80c295f22c8562c5:0x22ba04c3479a34db,5230+Lankershim+Blvd,+North+Hollywood,+CA+91601&gl=us&ei=vPWMU7PmOoOCogS5iYDIAg&ved=0CB8Q8gEwAA
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=5230+lankershim+blvd+north+hollywood&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x80c295f22c8562c5:0x22ba04c3479a34db,5230+Lankershim+Blvd,+North+Hollywood,+CA+91601&gl=us&ei=vPWMU7PmOoOCogS5iYDIAg&ved=0CB8Q8gEwAA
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=5230+lankershim+blvd+north+hollywood&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x80c295f22c8562c5:0x22ba04c3479a34db,5230+Lankershim+Blvd,+North+Hollywood,+CA+91601&gl=us&ei=vPWMU7PmOoOCogS5iYDIAg&ved=0CB8Q8gEwAA














































http://www.consrv.ca.gov/CGS/rghm/ap/index.htm


http://www.wildlife,ca.gov/Data/cnddb.htm
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/nongame/regcode.html
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/default.asp
http://geotracker.swrcb.ca.gov/
http://planning.lacity.org/


http://zimas.ci.la.ca.us/
http://www.ci.la.ca.us/EAD/pdf/GreenLA_CAP_2007.pdf
http://www.ci.la.ca.us/EAD/programs/thresholdsguide.htm
http://boemaps.eng.ci.la.ca.us/
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/swims/default.asp


http://www.cityofla.org/










































































































































http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/16_livability/scenic_highways/index.htm




http://www.ecos.fws.gov/ipac
http://bios.dfg.ca.gov/








http://geotracker/
http://geotracker/
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca/










https://www.laparks.org/

























