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1.0

INTRODUCTION

AECOM was contracted by the City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Bureau of
Engineering (BOE), Environmental Management Group (EMG), to document existing
biological resources in the Mt. Lee Pumping Station and Pipe Line Project (Project) area.
The Project is located in Griffith Park and includes the Tyrolean Water Tank and Wayne R.
Wright Pump House complex (5929 Mulholland Drive) (water tank/pump house complex) at
the base of Mt. Lee Drive, and proceed uphill along a ridge line to the Los Angeles Fire
Department, Air Support Division (LAFD-ASD) Mt. Lee Helispot cistern (helispot citern),
which is located adjacent to the Mt. Lee Communication Complex (3800 Mt. Lee Drive).
This cistern is used to re-fill water tanks of fire-fighting helicopters that are used to fight fires
in Griffith Park, Hollywood Hills, and communities along Mulholland Drive. A Project location
map is included as Figure 1-1.
1.1

Project Description

The purpose of the Project is to provide increased water volume, flow and pressure to
support fire-fighting capabilities of the LAFD-ASD Mt. Lee Helispot. This will be
accomplished by installing two four-inch diameter, above-ground water lines from the pump
house uphill to an 80,000-gallon cistern located at the LAFD-ASD Mt Lee Helispot. Water
lines would be approximately 1,200 feet in length and located in proximity to an existing
three-inch diameter, above-ground line. A Project site map is included as Figure 1-2.
The Project includes the replacement of existing water pumps, pipes, and other equipment
in the water tank/pump house complex. New pumps and pipes will be installed at the pump
house to permit increased volume, flow and pressure of water uphill to the cistern. New
controls to monitor the system (i.e., flow and pressure sensors, etc.) will also be installed. A
new six-inch diameter pipe line and water meter running from the existing distribution
system at the water tank to the pump house will be installed. The existing four-inch pipe line
between the water tank and pump house will be capped and the meter on the line will be
removed. Finally, a six-inch backflow preventer will be installed adjacent to the pump
house. These Project activities will occur within the existing water tank/pump house
complex. No expansion of the complex will occur.
The existing three-inch diameter water line running from the pump house to the helispot
cistern atop Mt. Lee will be replaced with two four-inch water lines. The length of the pipe
line from the pump house to the cistern would be approximately 1,200 feet; the existing
water line will be left in place. Expansion loops will be provided along the pipe line at a
maximum of one loop every 100 feet and pipe line supports will be installed approximately
10-feet apart. Monitoring and control system wiring will be installed within a conduit and
attached to the pipe line supports. As currently designed, the height of the pipe line would
not exceed 24 inches above ground level to permit large animals to walk over the pipe line,
and will have a minimum height of 14 inches to permit medium and small animals to go
under the pipe line. These heights will be used where the pipe line intersects with two
wildlife trails that traverse the ridgeline. The maximum width of the pipe line structure would
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be 12 inches to prevent wildlife from being caught between the pipe line structure. Figures
1-2 and 2-2 show the two existing wildlife crossings where the pipe line could have these
dimensions. Pipe line heights in other areas would be dependent on topography.
No tree removal is anticipated; however, some clearing/grubbing of existing vegetation on
the ridgeline will be required to permit an adequate work area for the construction crew and
for the digging of post-holes for pipe line supports and foundations. Only hand-held tools
(i.e. shovels, weed whackers, augers, etc.) will be used for pipe line installation. A portable
power generator will be on-site to provide power to pumps in the pump house as needed.
1.2

Field Surveys

Prior to conducting fieldwork, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and California Native Plant Society (CNPS) sensitive
species occurrence databases, and the Griffith Park Rare Plant Survey report (Cooper
2010), were reviewed for the Project vicinity. These sources are cited in relevant sections of
the following report. AECOM biologists Arthur Popp and John Parent conducted a field
survey of the Project area (water tank/pump house complex, ridgeline, and helispot cistern)
on May 5, 2015 to document existing vegetation communities, plant species, wildlife
species, wildlife crossings, and to assess the potential for on-site habitats to support
special-status plant and wildlife species.
This report presents results of the database review and field survey and is intended to
assist BOE during the environmental review and regulatory permitting process for the
proposed Project. This report describes the potential occurrence for threatened,
endangered and other special-status species and habitats within the Project area;
addresses the potential for the proposed Project to adversely impact existing biological
resources; and recommends measures to avoid and/or mitigate for potential impacts. This
document is consistent with the requirements set forth under Section 7 of the Federal
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and Section 2090 of the California Endangered Species Act
(CESA).
Seasonal, species-specific botanical and wildlife surveys were not conducted as part of the
site evaluation; however, the field survey was conducted at a time of year when many
plants are blooming and are more readily identifiable in the field and migrating bird species
are present. The field methods employed would not necessarily rule out some specialstatus species; however, based on the survey conducted and an assessment of habitats
on-site, certain special-status plant and wildlife species are not expected to occur or can be
entirely ruled out.
For this report, the biological study area (BSA) includes the water tank/pump house
complex, the helispot cistern, and the ridgeline between these two features. AECOM
biologist conducted a visual survey of the water tank/pump house complex from outside the
fence around the site. Biologists then surveyed within an approximately 100-foot buffer
around the water tank/pump house complex and an approximately 40-foot wide corridor
along the proposed alignment of the new pipe line along the ridgeline. Biologists surveyed
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the corridor by walking up and back down the ridgeline between the water tank/pump house
complex and helispot cistern. Steep side slopes limited the ridge line survey area to a
narrow corridor centered on existing pipes and conduits in place along the middle of the
ridge line, which the new pipe line will follow. Visual observations of vegetation and wildlife
in habitats adjacent to the ridge line were made with binoculars. Biologist also conducted a
survey of the helispot cistern site inside the LAFD-ASD Mt. Lee Helispot. The location of the
cistern is surrounded by developed areas that compose the helispot and adjacent
communications center. Representative photos of Project features and habitats are
presented in Appendix A.
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2.0
2.1

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Setting

The Project area is located in the far eastern portion of the Santa Monica Mountains, a
Traverse Range that extends nearly 50 miles east-west from the Hollywood Hills, where the
Project is located, to Point Mugu along the Pacific Ocean in Ventura County. The Project
lies within Griffith Park, an area that covers 4,310 acres of land, making it one of the largest
wilderness areas within the limits of a U.S. city. The Project site is located in the western
portion of the park, in proximity to the Hollywood sign near the top of Mt. Lee. Access to Mt.
Lee is through the Hollywoodland Subdivision, to a locked gate at the intersection of
Deronda Drive and Mt. Lee Drive. Mt. Lee Drive is open to hikers but vehicular use is
restricted. The majority of the park consists of a relatively undisturbed landscape of
chaparral and coastal sage scrub-series covering south-facing slopes and south-trending
ridges. Vegetation and wildlife are typical of the Santa Monica Mountains.
The Project is located in the southwest quarter of the Burbank U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) 7.5-minute Quadrangle. The Project ranges in elevation from the water tank/pump
house complex at approximately 1,240 feet above mean sea level (amsl), to the cistern on
Mt. Lee at approximately 1,690 feet amsl. The Project lies east of US-101 (Hollywood
Freeway), west of Interstate 5 (Golden State Freeway), and south of CA-134 (Ventura
Freeway) (refer to Figure 1-1). The Project is located within a City of Los Angeles
designated Significant Ecological Area (SEA) (southerly 90 percent of Project area) and in a
County of Los Angeles SEA (Number 37).
Soils within the BSA consist of Topanga-Mipolomol-Sapwi association, 30-75 percent
slopes. The typical profile consists of gravelly loam to approximately 15 inches, a three-inch
horizon of gravelly clay loam, with weather bedrock below. These soils are well-drained with
a depth to ground water of more than 80 inches. Parent material includes granite,
sandstone, shale, and slate (NRCS 2015).
2.2

Vegetative Communities and Cover Types

The classification of vegetation communities and land cover types within the BSA were
based on the Manual of California Vegetation, Second Edition (Sawyer et al. 2009) and
cross-referenced with Holland (1986). Three communities were identified including,
Adenostoma fasciculatum-Malosma laurina (Chamise-Laurel Sumac) Shrubland Alliance,
Pennisetum setaceum (Fountain grass) Herbaceous Semi-Natural Alliance, and Urban
Developed areas. These communities are depicted in Figure 2-1. The chamise-laurel
sumac alliance covers is a chaparral community that occurs along the ridge-top alignment
of the proposed pipe line, and surrounds the water tank/pump house complex and
helispot/communication center facility atop Mt. Lee. This community also includes elements
of species typical of coastal sage scrub. The fountain grass alliance is present at the top
(northern) end of the ridge line, along the fenceline at the helispot cistern. Urban Developed
areas occur at the water tank/pump house complex and the helispot cistern. No naturallyoccurring trees were observed in the BSA. Pine and cedar trees occur along the access
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road to the water tank/pump house complex; however, these individuals were planted. A
complete list of plant species identified in the BSA is presented in Appendix B. With the
exception of the planted trees, the plants documented during the survey are typical species
documented from the Santa Monica Mountains (Dale 2000).
Adenostoma fasciculatum-Malosma laurina (Chamise-Laurel Sumac) Shrubland Alliance
This community covers 1.01 acres within the BSA and includes chamise and laurel sumac
as dominants in the shrub canopy, with California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum),
black sage (Salvia mellifera), and deerweed (Acmispon glaber). Chaparral yucca
(Hesperoyucca whipplei), California sagebrush (Artemesia californica), lemonade berry
(Rhus integrifolia), buckbrush (Ceanothus cuneatus), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana),
and toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) were also observed. The shrub canopy is intermittent
and most plants are less than six feet tall. The density and height of the shrubs increases at
the southern end of the ridge line, near the water tank/pump house complex, and becomes
increasingly sparse and shorter as the ridgeline rises in elevation to the top of Mt. Lee.
Existing pipe lines and conduits that run along the center of the ridge line interrupt the shrub
canopy. California buckwheat and non-native annuals with patches of bare, compacted
ground are common along the existing lines. Common non-native annuals observed include
short-pod mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum), and wild
oat (Avena barbata). Red brome (Bromus madritensis) and ripgut brome (B. diandrus) were
also observed.
Previous installation of existing pipe lines and subsequent foot traffic along the ridge line
has disturbed continuity of the natural community. A visible footpath along the ridge line and
the colonization of weedy annuals along existing lines reflect previous disturbances. An
overhead electrical distribution line also runs along the ridge line to the top of Mt. Lee.
Representative photos of this ridge line community are provided in Appendix A as Photos 14. This community is classified as chamise chaparral by Holland (1986).
Pennisetum setaceum Herbaceous Semi-Natural Alliance (Fountain grass swards)
This community covers 0.52 acre within the BSA and consists primarily of fountain grass
and wild oat, with scattered lemonade berry and toyon. The community occurs as a band
immediately below the fence line and generally encircling the top of Mt. Lee. Growth of this
grassland community is maintained, likely for fire prevention purposes. Photos of this
community are provided in Appendix A as Photos 5 and 6. This community is classified as
non-native grassland by Holland (1986).
Urban Developed
No habitat-equivalent of this cover type is described by Sawyer et al. (2009) or Holland
(1986). Developed lands, covering 0.42 acre within the BSA, are areas that have been
altered by clearing and construction activities to support man-made structures such as
buildings, roads, parking lots, and sidewalks, which often include associated landscaped
areas. Ornamental landscaping includes areas where the vegetation is dominated by non-
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native horticultural trees, shrubs, flowers, or turf grass. Non-persistent annual and perennial
native and non-native species often colonize and are common in landscaped areas as well.
As previously indicated, this cover type is present at the water tank/pump house complex
and the helispot/communications center site. Although generally outside of the BSA, Urban
Developed areas in the immediate Project vicinity include paved roads to these sites and
planted, landscape vegetation along the roads. Photos of Urban Developed features of the
Project are provided in Appendix A as Photos 7-9.
2.3

Wildlife Species

Wildlife identified during the field survey included bird species typical of urban
environments, which lie south of the Project, and undisturbed chaparral habitat that occurs
within and surrounding the BSA. A total of 20 bird species and one mammal species were
detected during the survey. Common bird species included common raven (Corvus corax),
bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus), song sparrow (Melospiza melodia), wrentit (Chamaea
fasciata), house finch (Haemorhous mexicanus), and California towhee (Melozone
crissalis). One special-status species, southern California rufous-crowned sparrow
(Aimophila ruficeps canescans), was observed just north and downslope of the fence line
encircling the helispot cistern and communications center facility atop Mt. Lee (see Figure
2-2). A juvenile mule deer (Odocoileus himionus) was also observed in the same area north
of the fenceline.
No bird breeding or nesting activities were observed in the BSA and areas immediately
adjacent during the field survey. Common ravens (Corvus corax) were observed flying over
the BSA with what appeared to be nesting material; however, they continued to an
unknown location outside the BSA. A complete list of wildlife species detected during the
survey is presented in Appendix C. All bird species are previously known to occur in Griffith
Park (Cooper 2009).
2.4

Wildlife Movement Corridor

A wildlife movement corridor can be defined as a linear landscape feature of sufficient width
and buffer to allow animal movement between two comparatively undisturbed habitat
fragments, or between a habitat fragment and some vital resource that encourages
population growth and diversity. Habitat fragments are isolated patches of habitat separated
by otherwise foreign or inhospitable areas, such as urban/suburban tracts, agricultural
lands, or highways. Habitat fragments can isolate species populations by limiting
movement, foraging, and breeding opportunities.
Two types of wildlife movement corridors seen in urban settings are regional corridors,
defined as those linking two or more large areas of natural open space; and local corridors,
defined as those allowing resident animals to access critical resources (food, cover, and
water) in a smaller area that might otherwise be isolated by urban development. Wildlife
movement corridors are essential in geographically diverse settings, and especially in urban
settings, for the sustainability of healthy and diverse animal communities. At a minimum,
corridors promote colonization of habitat and genetic variability by connecting fragments of
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like habitat and help sustain individual species distributed in and among habitat fragments.
They are also important features for dispersal, seasonal migration, foraging, and breeding.
Although impacted by development in the far eastern portion of its range, the Santa Monica
Mountains (approximately 240 square miles) allow wildlife movement through relatively vast
and undisturbed habitats. With its large size and variations in topography, wildlife utilizes
natural corridors that allow movement between large open space areas within the range, as
well as between the Simi Hills to the north.
Many species of large- and mid-sized mammals in the Santa Monica Mountains are also
known to occur in Griffith Park (i.e., mule deer, bobcats, coyote, raccoons, skunks). Welldefined wildlife pathways are not uncommon in the park and provide local movement
corridors, and linkages to regional linkages that provide access to other portions of the
mountain range. At least two well-defined wildlife crossings transect the ridge line and
existing pipe lines along it. These crossings are depicted in Figure 1-2 and 2-2. Photos of
pathways are included in Appendix A as Photos 10 and 11. Paw prints and wildlife scat
were observed, indicating the use of these crossings. It is likely that wildlife also traverse
the top of the ridge line, contributing to the established pathway along the top of the ridge
line.
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3.0 SPECIAL-STATUS BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Prior to conducting the fieldwork survey, the California Natural Diversity Data Base
(CNDDB) (CDFW 2015a) and the Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California
(CNPS 2015), were reviewed for the most recent distribution information for special-status
plant and wildlife species, and sensitive natural communities. While the Project is located
within the Burbank USGS Quadrangle, it is less than 0.5 mile from the Hollywood USGS
Quadrangle. As a result, a search of the CNDDB and CNPS inventory was conducted for
both quadrangles.
Additionally, information on special-status plant species was compiled through a review of:


Griffith Park Rare Plant Survey (Cooper 2010)



State and Federally Listed Endangered, Threatened, and Rare Plants of California
(CDFW 2015b)



Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens List (CDFW 2015c)



Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants, Proposed Rule (USFWS 1996a,
1997, 2001, 2004, 2011, 2013, 2014)

Information on special-status wildlife species was compiled through a review of:


State and Federally Listed Endangered and Threatened Animals of California
(CDFW 2015b)



Special Animals List (CDFW 2015d)



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants;
Proposed Rule (USFWS 1996a, 1997, 2001, 2004, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014)

The potential for special-status plant and wildlife species identified during the database
search to occur within the BSA were classified as “Not Expected,” “Low,” “Moderate,”
“High,” or “Present.” These classifications were derived from an evaluation comparing
existing habitat in the BSA to the presence and suitability of habitat preferred by the species
of interest. The potential for occurrence classifications are described below.


Not Expected. Habitat preferred by the species is absent or very marginal due to
disturbances, fragmentation, and/or isolation.



Low. Habitat preferred by the species is marginal due to disturbances,
fragmentation, and/or isolation.



Moderate. Species previously reported from within 1-5 miles, but suitable habitat is
of only moderate quality due to disturbances, fragmentation, and/or isolation.
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High. Species previously reported from within 1 mile of the BSA, and large areas of
contiguous, high-quality habitat preferred by the species are present.



Present. Species detected during the field survey.

3.1 Special-Status Plants
Special-status plant species include those listed as endangered, threatened, or rare, or
those species proposed for listing by USFWS (1996a, 1997, 2001, 2004, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014), CDFW (2015a and 2015b), and CNPS (2015). Seven plant species known from the
Burbank and Hollywood quadrangles are federally listed or state-listed as threatened or
endangered: marsh sandwort (Arenaria paludicola), Braunton’s milk-vetch (Astragalus
brauntonii), coastal dunes milk-vetch (Astragalus tener var. titi), Nevin’s barberry (Berberis
nevinii), San Fernando Valley spineflower (Chorizanthe parryi var. fernandina), slenderhorned spineflower (Dodecahema leptoceras), and Gambel’s water cress (Nasturtium
gambelii). The CNPS listing is sanctioned by CDFW and serves essentially as the list of
candidate plant species for state listing. CNPS’s California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR)
(formerly CNPS List) 1B and 2 species are considered eligible for state listing as
endangered or threatened. The definitions of CRPR ratings are included at the end of Table
3-1.
A total of 28 special-status plant species were identified from a search of the CNDDB and
CNPS databases for the Burbank and Hollywood quadrangles. These species, their status,
and habitat requirements are provided in Appendix D. Nine of the 28 special-status plant
species were considered to have at least some potential (low, moderate, or high) to occur
within the BSA or in close proximity. These nine species and their status are listed below.
Moderate Potential
 Catalina mariposa-lily (Calochortus catalinae) – CRPR 4.2
 Slender mariposa lily (Calochortus clavatus var. gracilis) – CRPR 1B.2
 Plummer’s mariposa lily (Calochortus plummerae) – CRPR 1B.2
 Ocellated Humboldt lily (Lilium humboldtii ssp. ocellatum) – CRPR 4.2
 Hubby’s phacelia (Phacelia hubbyi) – CRPR 4.2
Low Potential





Braunton’s milk-vetch (Astragalus brauntonii) – USFWS endangered, CRPR 1B.1
Nevin’s barberry (Berberis nevinii) – USFWS endangered, CDFW endangered,
CRPR 1B.1
Davidson’s bush-mallow (Malacothamnus davidsonii) – CRPR 1B.2
white rabbit-tobacco (Pseudognaphalium leucocephalum) – CRPR 2B.2

Two federally listed plant species have some potential (low) to occur in the BSA. USFWSdesignated critical habitat for these species, and the other five known federally-listed
species from the Burbank and Hollywood quadrangle, do not coincide with the BSA. The
nearest designated critical habitat is for Braunton’s milk vetch (low potential to occur), which
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is located approximately 13 miles to the west-southwest in Topanga State Park and
approximately 16 miles to the east-northeast in the Angeles National Forest, near Sierra
Madre (USFWS 2015).
The rationale for a species’ potential to occur in the BSA is provided in Table 3-1 below.
Additional information regarding the five species with a moderate potential to occur within
the BSA is provided following the table.

Table 3-1
Special-Status Plant Species from the Burbank and Hollywood Quadrangle
with Potential to Occur in the BSA

Common Name
Scientific Name
Braunton’s milkvetch

Sensitivity
1
Status
USFWS: FE
CRPR: 1B.1

Astragalus
brauntonii

Nevin’s barberry
Berberis nevinii

USFWS: FE
CDFW: SE
CRPR: 1B.1

General Habitat
2
Description
Chaparral, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland; in recent
burns or disturbed
areas, usually
sandstone with
carbonate layers at
15-2,100 feet amsl.
Blooms JanuaryAugust.
Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, riparian scrub
and in sandy or
gravelly areas.
Occurs at 900-2,700
feet amsl. Blooms
from March to June.

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
Present

Present
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Potential to Occur
in the
Biological Study Area
Low – Suitable habitat is
present in BSA;
however, nearest
previously recorded
occurrence from 3 miles
to the southwest is from
1930. This species was
not detected during the
field survey and was not
detected in the recent
Griffith Park rare plant
survey (Cooper 2010).
Low – Marginally
suitable habitat is
present in the BSA and
this species was
previously recorded in
2000 approximately 1.3
miles southeast of the
BSA, at Griffith
Observatory. However,
this species was not
detected during the field
survey.
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Table 3-1
Special-Status Plant Species from the Burbank and Hollywood Quadrangle
with Potential to Occur in the BSA
Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
Present

Common Name
Scientific Name
Catalina mariposalily
Calochortus
catalinae

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 4.2

General Habitat
2
Description
Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grasslands. Occurs
at 50-2,300 feet
amsl. Blooms
February to June

slender mariposalily

CRPR: 1B.2

Chaparral, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland. Shaded
foothill canyons,
often on grassy
slopes within other
habitat at 1,050–
3,280 feet amsl.
Blooms March-June.

Present

CRPR: 4.2

Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, lower
montane coniferous
forest, valley and
foothill grassland,
granitic, rocky soils
at 330–5,580 feet
amsl. Blooms May to
July.

Present

Calochortus
clavatus var.
gracilis

Plummer’s
mariposa-lily
Calochortus
plummerae
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Potential to Occur
in the
Biological Study Area
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this species is
present in the BSA and it
was documented
approximately 0.5 miles
east of the BSA during
the recent Griffith Park
rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).
However, this species
was not detected during
the field survey.
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this species is
present in the BSA and a
previous known
occurrence from 2009
(Cooper 2010) occurs
approximately 0.70 mile
east of the BSA.
However, this species
was not detected during
the field survey.
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this species is
present in the BSA and it
was documented just
west of the helispot/
communications center
facility (< 0.20 mile from
BSA) during the recent
Griffith Park rare plant
survey (Cooper 2010).
However, this species
was not detected during
the field survey.
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Table 3-1
Special-Status Plant Species from the Burbank and Hollywood Quadrangle
with Potential to Occur in the BSA

Common Name
Scientific Name
ocellated Humboldt
lily

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 4.2

General Habitat
2
Description
Openings in
chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, lower
montane coniferous
forest, and riparian
woodland at 1005,900 feet amsl.
Blooms MarchAugust.

CRPR: 1B.2

Chaparral,
cismontaine
woodland, coastal
scrub and riparian
woodland at 6002,800 feet amsl.
Blooms JuneJanuary.

Present

CRPR: 4.2

Gravelly, rocky, and
talus chaparral,
coastal scrub, and
valley and foothill
grassland at 0-3,300
feet amsl. Blooms
April-July.

Present

Lilium humboldtii
ssp. ocellatum

Davidson’s bushmallow
Malacothamnus
davidsonii

Hubby’s phacelia
Phacelia hubbyi

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
Present
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Potential to Occur
in the
Biological Study Area
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this species is
present in the BSA and it
was documented
approximately 0.4 mile
north of the BSA during
the recent Griffith Park
rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).
However, this species
was not detected during
the field survey.
Low - Suitable habitat
for this species is
present in the BSA;
however, it was not
detected during the field
survey and the nearest
previously recorded
occurrence is greater
than 5 miles from the
BSA. Additionally, this
species was not
detected in the Griffith
Park rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this species is
present in the BSA and it
was detected during the
recent Griffith Park rare
plant survey (Cooper
2010) in the far eastern
portion of the park,
approximately 2.5 miles
east of the BSA.
However, this species
was not detected during
the field survey.
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Table 3-1
Special-Status Plant Species from the Burbank and Hollywood Quadrangle
with Potential to Occur in the BSA

Common Name
Scientific Name
white rabbittobacco

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 2B.2

Pseudognaphalium
leucocephalum

1

2

General Habitat
2
Description
Riparian woodland,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, and
chaparral. On sandy,
gravelly sites.
Between 0-6,890
feet amsl. Blooms
July-December.

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
Present

Potential to Occur
in the
Biological Study Area
Low – Marginally
suitable habitat for this
species is present in the
BSA; however, it was not
detected during the field
survey and the nearest
previously recorded
occurrence is from 1907
and is greater than 5
miles from the BSA.
Additionally, this species
was not detected during
the field survey or during
the recent Griffith Park
rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).

Sensitivity Status Codes
Federal U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS):
Federally Threatened (FT), Federally Endangered (FE), Federal Candidate (FC)
State

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFW):
State Threatened (ST), State Endangered (SE),

Other

California Native Plant Society – California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR)
Rank 1B: Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere
Rank 2A: Plants presumed extirpated in California, but common elsewhere
Rank 2B: Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere
Rank 3: Plants about which more information is needed
Rank 4: Plants of limited distribution – a watch list (WL)
0.1: Seriously threatened in California
0.2: Moderately threatened in California
0.3: Not very threatened in California

General Habitat Descriptions
Sources: CDFW 2015a; CNPS 2015

Catalina Mariposa-Lily
Catalina mariposa-lily is a CRPR 4.1 species (limited distribution, moderately threatened in
California) in the Lily (Lilaceae) family. This species is a perennial bulbiferous herb with
long basal leaves and tall, branching stems up to 24 inches high. Purple tinted sepals are
up to about one inch long and the longer petals are white or very pale pink with a blotch of
purple or deep red at the bases. Catalina mariposa-lily blooms from February through June
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and occurs in chaparral, cismontane woodland, coastal scrub, and valley and foothill
grassland habitats between 50-2,300 feet amsl (CNPS 2015).
Catalina mariposa-lily was documented during the recent rare plant survey of Griffith Park
(Cooper 2010). Several populations were mapped within one mile east-southeast of the
BSA. Chaparral habitat potentially suitable for this species occurs in the BSA; however this
species was not documented during the field survey, and as a result has moderate potential
to occur in the BSA.
Slender Mariposa-Lily
Slender mariposa-lily is a CRPR 1B.2 species (rare, threatened, or endangered in
California and elsewhere, and moderately threatened in California) in the Lily (Liliaceae)
family. This species is a perennial bulbiferous herb with a slender and straight stem,
growing to about 12 feet tall. The leaves are linear and grass-like, and one to six large
showy deep-yellow flowers rise from a common terminal point on the stem. Slender
mariposa-lily blooms from March through June and is known only from Los Angeles and
Ventura counties. This species occurs in chaparral, coastal scrub, and valley and foothill
grassland, and prefers shaded foothill canyons where it occurs on grassy slopes within
other habitat, between 1,050-3,280 feet amsl (CNPS 2015).
Slender mariposa-lily was documented during the recent rare plant survey of Griffith Park
(Cooper 2010). An occurrence was mapped approximately 0.70 mile east of the BSA.
Chaparral habitat potentially suitable for slender mariposa lily occurs in the BSA; however,
this species was not documented during the field survey, and as a result has moderate
potential to occur in the BSA.
Plummer’s Mariposa-Lily
Plummer’s mariposa-lily is a CRPR 4.2 species (limited distribution, moderately threatened
in California), in the Lily (Liliaceae) family. This species is a perennial bulbiferous herb with
two to four erect, wide, bell-shaped pink- to rose-colored flowers with three sepals and
three sometimes irregularly toothed and sometimes fringed petals; the insides of which are
covered with long yellow hairs. This species is known to occur on rocky or sandy sites
(usually of alluvial or granitic material) in coastal scrub, chaparral, valley and foothill
grassland, cismontane woodland, and lower montane coniferous forest habitats, between
300–5,280 feet amsl. The blooming period for Plummer’s mariposa-lily is May through July.
This species previously had a CRPR of 1B.2; however, it has been determined that this
species is more common than originally thought (CNPS 2015).
Plummer’s mariposa-lily was documented during the recent rare plant survey of Griffith
Park (Cooper 2010). Numerous occurrences just west of the helispot/communications
center facility were mapped. Additional occurrences were mapped within one mile to the
northwest and east of the BSA. Chaparral habitat potentially suitable for slender mariposa
lily occurs in the BSA; however, this species was not documented during the field survey,
and as a result has moderate potential to occur in the BSA.
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Ocellated Humboldt Lily
Ocellated Humboldt lily is a CRPR 4.2 species (limited distribution, moderately threatened
in California), in the Lily (Lilaceae) family. This species is a perennial bulbiferous herb that
grows up to eight feet high and is one of the most striking flowers seen in the Santa Monica
Mountains. Flowers are yellow to bright orange with maroon spots, about three inches in
diameter, and with petals and sepals that curve upward and back. Six long stamens with
orange-colored anthers hand from the flower center. This species is known to occur in
openings in chaparral, cismontane woodland, coastal scrub, lower montane coniferous
forest, and riparian woodland habitats, between 100–5,900 feet amsl. The blooming period
for ocellated Humboldt lily is March through August (CNPS 2015).
Ocellated Humboldt Lily was documented during the recent rare plant survey of Griffith Park
(Cooper 2010). Occurrences on north-facing slopes, approximately 0.4 mile north of the
BSA, and others approximately one mile to the east, were mapped. Chaparral habitat
potentially suitable for ocellated Humboldt Lily occurs in the BSA; however, this species
was not documented during the field survey, and as a result has moderate potential to
occur in the BSA.
Hubby’s phacelia
Hubby’s phacelia is a CRPR 4.2 species (limited distribution, moderately threatened in
California), in the Borage (Boraginaceae) family. This species is an annual herb that grows
up to approximately 30 inches tall with a simple or branched stem. It is generally glandularhairy with small, bell-shaped lavender flowers. It prefers open gravelly or rocky slopes, in
chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and grassland habitats, between 0-3,300 feet amsl. The
blooming period for Hubby’s phacelia is April through July (CNPS 2015).
Hubby’s phacelia was documented during the recent rare plant survey of Griffith Park
(Cooper 2010), in the far eastern portion of the park, approximately 2.5 miles east of the
BSA. Chaparral habitat potentially suitable for Hubby’s phacelia occurs in the BSA;
however, this species was not documented during the field survey, and as a result has
moderate potential to occur in the BSA.
3.2 Special-Status Wildlife
Special-status wildlife species include those listed by the USFWS under the federal
Endangered Species Act (1996a, 1997, 2001, 2004, and 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014) and by
CDFW under the California Endangered Species Act (2015b). USFWS officially lists
species as either threatened, endangered, or as candidates for listing. Four wildlife species
known from the Burbank and Hollywood quadrangles are federally listed or state-listed as
threatened or endangered: southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus),
California black rail (Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus), coastal California gnatcatcher
(Polioptila californica californica), and least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus). Additional
species receive federal protection under the Bald Eagle Protection Act (e.g., bald eagle,
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golden eagle) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), and state protection under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) §15380(d).
All birds, except European starlings, English house sparrows, rock doves (pigeons), and
non-migratory game birds such as quail, pheasant, and grouse, are protected under the
MBTA. However, non-migratory game birds are protected under California Fish and Game
Code (CFGC) §3503. Many other species are considered by CDFW to be California
species of special concern (SCC), listed in Remsen (1978), Williams (1986), and CDFW
(2015d), and others are on a CDFW Watch List (WL) (CDFW 2015d).
In addition, the CNDDB tracks species within California for which there is conservation
concern, including many which are not formally listed, and assigns them a CNDDB Rank
(CDFW 2015d). Although California SSC, CDFW WL species, and species that are tracked
by the CNDDB but not formally listed are afforded no official legal status, they may receive
special consideration during the CEQA review process.
CDFW further classifies some species under the following categories: "Fully Protected",
"Protected birds" (CDFW Code §3511), "Protected mammals" (CDFW Code §4700),
"Protected amphibian" (CDFW Code §5050 and Chapter 5, §41), "Protected reptile" (CDFW
Code §5050 and Chapter 5, §42), and "Protected fish" (CDFW Code §5515). The
designation "Protected" indicates that a species may not be taken or possessed except
under special permit from CDFW; "Fully Protected" indicates that a species can be taken
for scientific purposes by permit only (CDFW 2015d). CDFW Code §§3503, 3505, and 3800
prohibit the take, destruction or possession of any bird, nest or egg of any bird except
English house sparrows and European starlings unless express authorization is obtained
from CDFW.
Based on the CNDDB review, a total of 29 special-status wildlife species were identified
from a search of the CNDDB for the Burbank and Hollywood quadrangles. These species,
their status, and habitat requirements are provided in Appendix E. Twelve of the 29 specialstatus wildlife species were considered to have at least some potential (low, moderate, or
high) to occur within the BSA or in close proximity. One species, southern California rufouscrowned sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps canescans) was observed during the field survey
(Figure 2-2): one has high potential, six moderate potential, and four low potential to occur
within the BSA. Habitat requirements and the likelihood of on-site occurrence for all regional
special-status wildlife species from the Burbank and Hollywood quadrangles considered in
this evaluation are detailed further in Appendix E. The eleven species with potential and
one species observed during the field survey are summarized below and presented in
Table 3-2. Special-status definitions are included at the end of Table 3-2.
Present


southern California rufous-crowned sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps canescans)–
CDFW Watch List (WL)
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High Potential


black-chinned sparrow (Spizella atrogularis) – USFWS Bird of Conservation
Concern (BCC)

Moderate Potential


coast horned lizard (Phrynosoma blainvillii) – CDFW SSC



prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus) – CDFW WL



pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus) – CDFW SSC, Western Bat Working Group (WBWG):
High Priority



western mastiff bat (Eumops perotis) – CDFW SSC, WBWG High Priority



San Diego desert woodrat (Neotoma lepida intermedia) – CDFW SSC

Low Potential


merlin (Falco columbarius) – CDFW WL



coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica) – USFWS
Threatened, CDFW SSC



yellow warbler (Setophaga petechial) – CDFW SSC



Brewer’s sparrow (Spizella breweri) – USFWS BCC



hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus) - CDFW tracked by CNDDB, WBWG: Medium Priority

One federally listed wildlife species, coastal California gnatcatcher, has some potential
(low) to occur in the BSA. USFWS-designated critical habitat for this species, and the other
three known federally-listed species from the Burbank and Hollywood quadrangle, do not
coincide with the BSA. The nearest designated critical habitat is for coastal California
gnatcatcher, which is located approximately 16-17 miles to the southeast in the Whittier
Narrows Dam Recreational Area and Puente Hills (USFWS 2015).
The rationale for a species’ potential to occur in the BSA is provided in Table 3-2 below.
Additional information regarding the one species detected during the field survey, one
species with high potential, and four with moderate potential to occur within the BSA is
provided following the table.
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Table 3-2
Special-Status Wildlife Species Known from or with Potential to Occur within the
Biological Study Area
Common
Name
Scientific
Name

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

CDFW: SSC

Found in scrubland,
grassland, coniferous
forests, and broadleaf
woodland. Prefers sandy
washes with scattered
cover. Needs areas of
loose soil for
concealment, and native
ants or other insects for
food.

Present

Low – The BSA contains
marginally suitable
habitat for this species.
Soils in the BSA are
generally compacted and
food source of ants and
insects were not
observed during the
survey. Nearest
previously recorded
occurrence from
approximately 5.5 miles
northeast of the BSA,
south of La CanadaFlintridge.

CDFW: WL

Resident in southern
California coastal sage
scrub and sparse mixed
chaparral. Frequents
relatively steep, often
rocky hillsides with grass
and forb patches.

Present

Present -This species
was detected just outside
the fenceline along the
northern perimeter of the
helispot cistern, along the
edge of the BSA. It was
also previously
documented during bird
surveys conducted in
Griffith Park in 2007 and
2008 (Cooper 2009).

CDFW: WL

Frequents coastlines,
open grasslands,
savannahs, woodlands,
lakes, wetlands, edges,
and early successional
states. Seldom in heavily
wooded areas, or open
deserts. Occurs in most
of the western half of the
state below 3,900 feet
amsl.

Absent

Low – The BSA does not
contain breeding sites for
this species; however, it
may forage within the
BSA and occur as a
transient.

REPTILES
coast horned
lizard
Phrynosoma
blainvillii

BIRDS
southern
California
rufouscrowned
sparrow
Aimophila
ruficeps
canescans

merlin
Falco
columbarius
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Table 3-2
Special-Status Wildlife Species Known from or with Potential to Occur within the
Biological Study Area
Common
Name
Scientific
Name
prairie falcon

Sensitivity
1
Status

Inhabits dry, open terrain
that is either level or hilly.
Breeding sites are
located on cliffs. This
species forages far afield
including to marshlands
and ocean shores.

Present

Low – The BSA does not
contain breeding sites for
this species; however, it
may forage within the
BSA and occur as a
transient.

USFWS: FT

A permanent resident of
coastal sage scrub,
dominated by California
sagebrush (Artemesia
californica) and flattopped buckwheat
(Eriogonum
fasciculatum), in arid
washes, mesas, and
slopes, generally below
1,500 feet in elevation
When nesting, typically
avoids tall dense
vegetation or slopes
greater than 25 percent.

Present

Low – Marginally suitable
habitat is present within
the BSA. Vegetation is
dominated by chaparral
species and slopes
greater than 25 percent
are present. May occur in
BSA as a foraging
transient. Nearest
previous record from
1991, approximately 6
miles north of BSA in Sun
Valley.

Riparian vegetation in
close proximity to water
along streams and in wet
meadows.

Absent

Low – The BSA does not
contain breeding sites for
this species; however, it
may forage within the
BSA and occur as a
transient. This species
was not detected during
the field survey.

CDFW: SSC

Polioptila
californica
californica

yellow warbler
Setophaga
petechia

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

CDFW: WL

Falco
mexicanus

coastal
California
gnatcatcher

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

CDFW: SSC
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Table 3-2
Special-Status Wildlife Species Known from or with Potential to Occur within the
Biological Study Area
Common
Name
Scientific
Name

Sensitivity
1
Status

black-chinned
sparrow

USFWS:
BCC

Spizella
atrogularis

CDFW:
CNDDB

Brewer’s
sparrow

USFWS:
BCC

Spizella
breweri

CDFW:
CNDDB

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Tall sagebrush,
chaparral, or other
shrubs of similar
structure. Breeds and
forages in open to
moderately dense
chaparral and similar
brushy habitat, often on
arid south-facing slopes
with ceanothus,
manzanita, sagebrush,
and chamise.

Present

High – Habitat suitable
for this species is present
within the BSA.
Additionally the BSA
occurs on an arid southfacing slope, with
ceanothus, sagebrush,
and chamise present.
This species was
previously documented
during bird surveys
conducted in Griffith Park
in 2007 and 2008
(Cooper 2009).

In extensive shrub stands
with moderate canopy,
especially sagebrush.
Winters in open desert
scrub and similar
habitats, plains, and
fields.

Present

Low – Marginally suitable
habitat occurs within the
BSA. Very little
sagebrush present;
however, it may occur as
a transient within the
BSA.

Inhabits grasslands,
shrublands, woodlands,
and forests from sea
level up through mixed
conifer forests. Most
common in open, dry
habitats with rocky areas
for roosting.

Present

Moderate - The Santa
Monica Mountains are
within the native range of
this species and it has
previously been
documented
approximately 2.5 miles
west of the Project.
Suitable foraging habitat
(chaparral) and breeding
sites (rocky
outcrops/cliffs) are
present within vicinity of
the BSA. No bats or signs
of bats were detected
during the field survey.

MAMMALS
pallid bat

CDFW: SSC

Antrozous
pallidus

WBWG: H
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Table 3-2
Special-Status Wildlife Species Known from or with Potential to Occur within the
Biological Study Area
Common
Name
Scientific
Name
western
mastiff bat

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

CDFW: SSC
WBWG: H

Known from open
semiarid to arid habitats,
including conifer and
deciduous woodlands,
coastal scrub, grassland,
and chaparral. Roosts in
crevices in cliff faces,
high buildings, trees, and
tunnels. Roost locations
are generally high above
the ground providing a 3meter minimum
clearance below the
entrance for flight.
Requires large openwater drinking sites.

CDFW:
CNDDB

Prefers deciduous and
coniferous forests,
ranging from dry-arid
lowlands to elevations of
approximately 9,200 feet.
Feeds over streams and
ponds.

Eumops
perotis
californicus

hoary bat
Lasiurus
cinereus

WBWG: M

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
Present

Present
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Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area
Moderate – Los Angeles
County is within the
native range of this
species and it has been
previously recorded from
5.5 miles east of the BSA
in Glendale. Suitable
foraging habitat
(chaparral) is present
within the BSA but
breeding or roosting
habitat is marginal. No
bats or signs of bats were
detected during the field
survey.
Low – Marginally suitable
habitat occurs within the
BSA. Trees potentially
suitable for roosting are
planted and occur along
the access road to the
water tank/pump house
complex. Foraging
habitat is not present
within the BSA. Three
previous recordings from
within 5 miles southsoutheast of the BSA. No
bats or signs of bats were
detected during the field
survey.
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Table 3-2
Special-Status Wildlife Species Known from or with Potential to Occur within the
Biological Study Area
Common
Name
Scientific
Name

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

San Diego
desert woodrat

CDFW: SCC

Coastal scrub of southern
California from San
Diego to San Luis Obispo
County. Moderate to
dense canopies are
preferred. Are particularly
abundant in rock
outcrops and rocky cliffs
and slopes.

Neotoma
lepida
intermedia

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
Present

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Moderate - The BSA
contains marginally
suitable habitat for this
species. Although rocky
slopes are present, a
moderate to dense
canopy is not present in
the BSA. Two
occurrences of this
species have been
documented within one
mile north-northwest of
the BSA. This species
was not observed during
the field survey.

1

Sensitivity Status Code
Federal
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS):
Federally Threatened (FT), Federally Endangered (FE),
Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC)
State

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFW):
State Threatened (ST), State Endangered (SE), Species of Special
Concern (SSC), Rare (R), Fully-Protected (FP), Watch List (WL),
California Natural Diversity DataBase list only (CNDDB): this species may
be locally sensitive or occurrences are monitored to see if protection is
needed.

Other

Western Bat Working Group (WBWG)
High Priority (H) – These species are imperiled or are at high risk of
imperilment
Medium Priority (M) – Indicates a level of concern that should warrant
closer evaluation, more research, and conservation actions of both
species and possible threats.

2

General Habitat Descriptions
Sources: CDFW 2015a; WBWG 20015a

Birds
Raptors
Most raptors, such as the red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) observed during the field
survey, nest in mature, large coniferous or deciduous trees and use twigs or branches as
nesting material. Smaller raptors such as American kestrel (Falco sparverius) and western
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screech-owl (Otus kennicottii) may nest in cavities in anthropogenic structures and trees.
Short-eared owls (Asio flammeus) and northern harriers (Circus cyaneus) nest on the
ground in grassland, marshes, and agricultural fields with tall vegetation. Common raptors
such as red-tailed hawk could nest in the vicinity of the BSA and are afforded protection
under the MBTA and CDFW code. The nesting period for raptors generally occurs between
February 1 and August 31 in southern California.
As presented in Chapter 2.2, large pine, cedar, and eucalyptus trees were documented at
the water tank/pump house complex. These large trees have potential to support nesting
raptors such as red-tailed hawk and other raptor species.
Special-Status Passerine and Non-Passerine Landbirds
Passerines (perching birds) are a taxonomic grouping that consists of several families
including swallows (Hirundinidae), larks (Alaudidae), crows, ravens and jays (Corvidae),
shrikes (Laniidae), vireos (Vireonidae), finches (Fringillidae) and Emberizids (Emberizidae;
warblers, sparrows, blackbirds, etc.), among others. Non-passerine land birds are a nontaxonomic based grouping typically used by ornithologists to categorize a loose
assemblage of birds. Families grouped into this category include kingfishers (Alcedinidae),
woodpeckers (Picidae), swifts (Apodidae), hummingbirds (Trochilidae), and pigeons and
doves (Columbidae), among others. Habitat, nesting, and foraging requirements for these
species are wide ranging, therefore, outlining generic habitat requirements for this grouping
is difficult. These species typically use most habitat types and are known to nest on the
ground, in shrubs and trees, on buildings, under bridges, and within cavities, crevices, and
manmade structures. Many of these species migrate long distances and all species except
starlings, English house sparrows, and rock doves (pigeons), are protected under the
federal MBTA and CFGC. The nesting period for passerines and non-passerine land birds
generally occurs between March 15 and August 31.
Large trees and the water tank and pump house are present at the southern end of the
BSA, and buildings and tall communications equipment at the northern end, which provide
suitable nesting habitat for some species. Although no trees are present along the ridge
line, existing vegetation provides nesting, as well as foraging habitat for passerines and
non-passerine land birds found in shrub vegetation, such as spotted towhee, lesser
goldfinch, American crow, common raven, hummingbird species, and southern California
rufous-crowned sparrow, which were observed during the surveys.
Southern California Rufous-Crowned Sparrow
Southern California rufous-crowned sparrow is a state Watch List species and is one of the
three Pacific coastal subspecies of the rufous-crowned sparrow (Pyle 1997). The rufouscrowned sparrow is a resident of the southwestern U.S. and Mexico. This secretive species
prefers moderate to steep, dry, rocky hillsides vegetated with coastal sage scrub and
chaparral, scattered with grassy areas, forbs, and bare ground (Collins 1999).
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This species was observed during field surveys in toyon along the fenceline that forms the
northern perimeter of the helispot cistern site. It has also previously been documented
during bird surveys conducted in Griffith Park in 2007 and 2008 (Cooper 2009).
Black-Chinned sparrow
Black-chinned sparrow is a USFWS BCC and is tracked by CDFW in the CNDDB. This
species breeds from south central California east to southern Nevada and southwest Utah,
south to Arizona, New Mexico, western Texas, and Mexico. It winters south of its breeding
range. In California, this secretive species is a summer resident, breeding on arid mountain
slopes in southern California. It occurs mostly on sloping ground in mixed chaparral,
chamise-redshank chaparral, sagebrush, and similar brushy habitats, including those in
understory of sparse pinyon-juniper, juniper, and other conifer habitats. The species
frequents shrub stands of mixed species and may favor moderately dense chaparral (Bent
1968), or open chaparral (Garrett and Dunn 1981) in southern California. A variety of tall
chaparral, sage scrub, or other shrubs of similar structure provide cover during breading
season and in migration.
This species was not observed during field surveys; however, habitat preferred by this
species is present in the BSA along the ridge line and it was previously documented during
bird surveys conducted in Griffith Park in 2007 and 2008 (Cooper 2009). As a result, this
species has a high potential to occur within the BSA.
Mammals
Special-Status Bats
Pallid bat
Pallid bat is a state SCC and is listed as High priority by the Western Bat Working Group
(WBWG). This group consists of agencies, organizations, and individuals interested in bat
research, management, and conservation from 13 western states and Canadian provinces.
Species designated as “high priority” by WBWG are imperiled or are at high risk of
imperilment based on available information on distribution, status, ecology, and known
threats (WBWG 20015b). This species ranges throughout western North America, from
British Columbia, south to Queretaro and Jalisco, and east to Texas. It is most abundant in
xeric ecosystems, including the Great Basin, Mojave, and Sonoran Deserts, and prefers dry
habitats with rocky areas for roosting. It is also known from grasslands, shrublands, and
woodlands in dry areas. Roosting sites include crevices in rocky outcrops and cliffs, caves,
mines and trees, and various human structures such as bridges. Roosts generally have
unobstructed entrances/exits and are high above the ground, warm, and inaccessible to
terrestrial predators. Winter habits are poorly known, but this species does not migrate long
distances between summer and winter sites. In coastal California, males and females
overwinter in a primary roost but occasionally use alternate roosts throughout the winter.
Pallid bats' relative sensitivity to disturbance makes them vulnerable to mass displacement.
Roosts can be damaged or destroyed by vandalism; mine closures and reclamation;
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forestry practices such as timber harvest; and where man-made structures are demolished,
modified, or where chemical treatment has occurred. Maternity colonies and hibernating
bats are especially susceptible to disturbance. Loss or modification of foraging habitat due
to prescribed fire, urban development, agricultural expansion, and/or pesticide use poses
potential threats. This is especially true in coastal California, where urbanization has
reduced roosting and foraging habitat (WBWG 2015a).
AECOM biologists scrutinized the water tank and surrounding trees, and buildings and
communications center equipment atop Mt. Lee for indications of the presence of bats. This
species or any signs of bats were not observed during the field survey. The nearest historic
record is from 2.5 miles northwest of the BSA in 1905 (CDFW 2015a). The BSA contains
areas of potentially suitable shrublands for foraging and potentially rocky areas for roosting
are present in the Project vicinity. Therefore, this species has moderate potential to occur in
the BSA and vicinity.
Western mastiff bat
Western mastiff bat is a state SCC and is listed as High priority by the WBWG. The
subspecies found in California (E. p. californicus) occurs from central Mexico across the
southwestern U.S., including parts of California, southern Nevada and New Mexico, and
western Texas. It is the largest North American species of bat. Western mastiff bat is a cliffdwelling species where maternity colonies of 30 to several hundred roost under rock slabs,
or in crevices of large boulders or buildings. Individuals of this species are strong fast flyers
that forage in broad open areas, including dry desert washes, flood plains, chaparral, oak
woodland, open pine forest, grassland, and agricultural areas. They do not undergo
prolonged hibernation, and in California have been detected at all seasons, although they
may change roost sites (WBWG 2015a).
Any construction activities (e.g., quarry operations, highway projects, water impoundments)
that impact cliffs or boulders could also potentially affect roosts of this species. Since this
species forages over a large area, pesticide applications in areas such as the Imperial and
Colorado River Valleys also threaten this species. In general, this species as with others is
threatened by the loss of clean, open water and modification or destruction of roosting and
foraging habitat. Low fecundity, high juvenile mortality, and long generational turnover,
leave many bat populations vulnerable to such human-induced pressures (WBWG 2015a).
No individuals or signs of bats were observed during the field survey. The nearest historic
record is from approximately 5.5 miles east of the BSA (CDFW 2015a). The BSA and
vicinity contain areas of potentially suitable scrub habitat for foraging, and potentially
suitable rocky areas for roosting are present in the Project vicinity. Therefore, this species
has moderate potential to occur in the BSA and vicinity.
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3.3 Sensitive Natural Communities
Sensitive natural communities are those that are designated as rare in the region by the
CNDDB, support special-status plant or wildlife species, or receive regulatory protection
(i.e., §404 of the Clean Water Act and/or §1600 et seq. of the CFGC). Rare communities
are given the highest inventory priority (Holland 1986, CDFW 2010). Four sensitive
communities have been documented in the Burbank and Hollywood quadrangles (CDFW
2015a), including California walnut woodland, southern coast live oak riparian forest,
southern cottonwood willow riparian forest, and southern sycamore alder riparian woodland.
Based on the database review and field survey, there are no sensitive vegetation
communities that coincide with the BSA. No tree species that dominate these four natural
communities were detected in the BSA. An individual southern California walnut tree
(Juglans californica) was observed east of the water tank/pump house complex, outside of
the BSA.
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4.0 APPLICABLE REGULATIONS
As presented in previous sections, several regulations have been established by federal,
state, and local agencies to protect and conserve biological resources. The descriptions
below provide a brief overview of agency regulations that may be applicable to the
resources that occur within the BSA of the proposed Project, and their respective
requirements. The final determination of whether permits are required is made by the
regulating agencies. Regulations governing “Waters of the U.S.” and “Waters of the State”
are not included here, as such resources do not occur in the BSA and would not be
impacted by implementation of the Project.
4.1 Federal Regulations and Standards
Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA)1
Enacted in 1973, FESA provides for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and their ecosystems. The FESA prohibits the “take” of threatened and endangered
species except under certain circumstances and only with authorization from USFWS
through a permit under Section 4(d), 7 or 10(a) of the FESA. “Take” under the FESA is
defined as “to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to
attempt to engage in any such conduct.”
Formal consultation with USFWS under Section 7 of the FESA would be required if the
proposed Project had the potential to affect a federally-listed species that has been
detected within or adjacent to the Project’s components. None have been detected and
consultation with USFWS is not anticipated.
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)2
Congress passed the MBTA in 1918 to prohibit the kill or transport of native migratory birds,
or any part, nest, or egg of any such bird unless allowed by another regulation adopted in
accordance with the MBTA. The prohibition applies to birds included in the respective
international conventions between the United States and Great Britain, the United States
and Mexico, the United States and Japan, and the United States and Russia.
No permit is issued under the MBTA; however, the proposed Project would need to employ
measures that would avoid or minimize effects on protected migratory birds.

1
2

U.S.C. Title 16, Chapter 35, Sections 1531-1544.
U.S.C. Title 16, Chapter 7, Subchapter II, Sections 703-712.
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4.2 State Regulations and Standards
California Fish and Game Code (CFGC)
The CFGC regulates the taking or possession of birds, mammals, fish, amphibians, and
reptiles, and includes the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Sections 20502115). Wildlife “take” is defined by CDFW as “to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or
attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill.” Protection extends to the animals, dead or
alive, and all their body parts. Section 2081 of CESA allows CDFW to issue an incidental
take permit for state-listed threatened or endangered species, should the proposed Project
have the potential to “take” a state-listed species that has been detected within or adjacent
to the Project. Certain criteria are required under CESA prior to the issuance of such a
permit, including the requirement that impacts of the take are minimized and fully mitigated.
With the implementation of environmental protection measures, impacts to species
protected under CESA would not be anticipated, and as a result, an incidental take permit
under Section 2081 would not be required.
4.3 Local Regulations and Standards
As presented in Chapter 2.1, the Project is located within Griffith Park which is a Los
Angeles County SEA. The Project is not located within any adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plans.
Significant Ecological Area (SEA) Program
Los Angeles County first began to inventory biotic resources and identify important areas of
biological diversity in the 1970s. Today, the primary mechanism used by the County to
conserve biological diversity is a planning overlay called Significant Ecological Areas
designated in the County’s General Plan Conservation/Open Space Element. Together, the
General Plan overlays and a SEA conditional use permit (CUP) process are referred to as
the SEA Program. SEAs are ecologically important land and water systems that support
valuable habitat for plants and animals, often integral to the preservation of rare,
threatened, or endangered species and the conservation of biological diversity in Los
Angeles County. While SEAs are not preserves, they are areas where Los Angeles County
deems it important to facilitate a balance between development and resource conservation.
Development activities in the SEAs are reviewed closely in order to conserve water and
biological resources such as streams, oak woodlands, and threatened or endangered
species and their habitat. The intent of the proposed SEA regulations is not to preclude
development, but to allow controlled development without jeopardizing the biotic diversity of
Los Angeles County. Development within the boundaries of an SEA requires a CUP, which
is reviewed by the Significant Ecological Area Technical Advisory Committee (SEATAC).
SEATAC is an advisory committee to the County’s Regional Planning Commission that
specializes in various areas of biology in Los Angeles County.
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5.0 IMPACTS ON BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Biological resources may be either directly or indirectly impacted by a project. Direct and
indirect impacts may be either permanent or temporary in nature. These impact categories
are defined below.


Direct: Any alteration, physical disturbance, or destruction of biological resources
that would result from project-related activities is considered a direct impact.
Examples include clearing vegetation, encroaching into wetlands or a stream, and
the loss of individual species and/or their habitats.



Indirect: As a result of project-related activities, biological resources may also be
affected in a manner that is ancillary to physical impacts. Examples include elevated
noise and dust levels, soil compaction, increased human activity, decreased water
quality, and the introduction of invasive wildlife (domestic cats and dogs) and plants.



Permanent: All impacts that result in the long-term or irreversible removal of
biological resources are considered permanent. Examples include constructing a
building or permanent road on an area containing biological resources.



Temporary: Any impacts considered to have reversible effects on biological
resources can be viewed as temporary. Examples include the generation of fugitive
dust during construction; or removing vegetation for the preparation of stream bank
stabilization activities, and either allowing the natural vegetation to recolonize or
actively revegetating the impact area. Surface disturbance that removes vegetation
and disturbs the soil is considered a long-term temporary impact because of slow
natural recovery in arid ecosystems.

Anticipated impacts on biological resources due to Project implementation and subsequent
operational activities are described in this chapter. Impacts on biological resources during
construction include such effects as habitat loss due to vegetation removal, and although
not anticipated to be significant, elevated noise and potentially, dust levels.
It is anticipated that direct permanent impacts will only occur where pipe line supports and
foundations are required. Direct temporary impacts would occur during clearing/grubbing of
existing vegetation to provide a work space and locations where pipe line supports and
foundations will be placed.
The potential direct and indirect impacts from Project activities to vegetation, wildlife,
sensitive natural communities, and wildlife movement corridors are presented in the
following sections.
5.1 Vegetation
Implementation of the proposed Project would impact small areas of chamise-laurel sumac
chaparral and non-native grassland habitats. Both direct and indirect effects would result.
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Direct Effects
Direct impacts would occur upon removal of vegetation during pipe line installation
activities. However, impacts during Project activities inside the water tank/pump house
complex would not occur. Although chaparral and non-native grassland habitat along the
ridge line reflect previous human impacts, the removal of vegetation would result in direct
impacts to upland vegetation. With the implementation of measures and recommendations
presented in Chapter 6, direct effects to upland habitat would be reduced to a less than
significant level.
Indirect Effects
Indirect impacts to existing vegetation could include the accumulation of fugitive dust, and
although currently present, the further colonization of nonnative, invasive plant species.
Other indirect impacts of this Project could include an increase in the amount of compacted
or modified surfaces that, if not controlled, could increase the potential for surface runoff,
increased erosion, and sediment deposition within vegetation beyond the Project’s footprint.
With implementation of avoidance and minimization measures presented in Section 6,
indirect impacts to upland vegetation communities would be avoided and minimized, and
not be considered significant.
Special-Status Plant Species
No federal- or state-listed plant species have been identified in the BSA; however, five
special-status species have moderate potential and four have low potential to occur in the
BSA (see Chapter 3.1). An evaluation of potential direct and indirect effects to specialstatus plant species is provided below.
Direct Effects
Individual special-status plant species could be damaged or destroyed from crushing or
trampling during pipe line installation. However, no special-status plant species were
observed during the field survey and as a result, no direct effects on special-status plant
species are anticipated. Direct effects would further be avoided by implementation of the
measures and recommendations outlined in Chapter 6.
Indirect Effects
Indirect impacts on special-status species could result from Project-related habitat loss and
modification of natural communities, and through the potential spread of noxious and
invasive plant species into these communities. However, by implementing and adhering to
measures and recommendations outlined in Chapter 6, indirect effects to special-status
plant species would not be significant.
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5.2 Wildlife
Elements of the Project could potentially affect wildlife and wildlife habitat, including Projectrelated noise disturbance, disruption of wildlife movement, and potential wildlife mortality.
Short-term effects of construction on wildlife resources would result from wildlife avoidance
of the immediate Project area. Noise and other disturbances caused by Project activities
may cause wildlife to move away from the work area.
Vegetation removal activities could result in the mortality of individual wildlife species.
Species with limited mobility or that occupy burrows within the Project area could be
crushed during Project activities.
Special-Status Wildlife Species
One state Watch List species, southern California rufous-crowned sparrow, was identified
just north of the helispot cistern. One special-status wildlife species has high potential, five
moderate potential, and five have low potential to occur within the BSA or the immediate
vicinity (see Chapter 3.2). No indications of the presence of these species were observed
during the field survey. In addition, birds protected under the MBTA and CFGC, have the
potential to nest in the BSA or in proximity to the Project.
Reptiles
One reptile species, coast horned lizard, has potential to occur within the BSA.
Direct Impacts
If present within the Project area, direct impacts could occur from proposed vegetation
removal activities and excavation for pipe line supports and foundations. By conducting preconstruction surveys for reptile species and adhering to avoidance and minimization
measures outlined in Section 6, no impacts to reptiles are anticipated.
Indirect Effects
If present within the Project, indirect impacts to special-status reptiles are not anticipated.
Nesting Birds
Birds protected by the MBTA and CFGC have the potential to nest in the BSA and within
proximity. Migratory birds observed during the field survey, such as California and spotted
towhee, are protected under the MBTA. Furthermore, the site has potential to provide
nesting habitat for special-status species (i.e., black-chinned sparrow, rufous-crowned
sparrow). A detailed discussion of special-status birds with potential to nest within the BSA
or vicinity is provided in Chapter 3.2. Implementation of the proposed Project could result in
both direct and indirect effects on nesting birds.

Mt. Lee Pumping Station and Pipe Line Biological Resources Assessment Report

37

Direct Effects
The Project will avoid removing vegetation to the extent possible; however, direct impacts
to nesting birds could occur upon removal of vegetation during pipe line installation
activities. Chapter 6 outlines measures and recommendations that would substantially
reduce effects on nesting birds potentially occurring within the Project and its vicinity. The
Project’s direct effects on nesting birds or their associated habitat are not considered
significant.
Indirect Effects
Indirect impacts to nesting birds within the vicinity of the Project could occur as a result of
noise and increased human presence. Disturbances related to construction could result in
increased nestling mortality due to nest abandonment or decreased feeding frequency. By
adhering to measures and recommendations outlined in Chapter 6, indirect impacts to
nesting birds are not anticipated.
Special-status bats
Based on the field survey, the potential for bats to roost within the BSA is low; however,
suitable roosting habitat is present in the vicinity of the Project. The potential for bats to
forage and occur in the BSA is considered moderate for pallid and western mastiff bat, and
low for hoary bat. It is dependent on species requirements and given the presence of
shrubs, rock formations, and structures within and adjacent to the BSA, the possibility of
bats occurring in the BSA increases. Implementation of the proposed Project could result in
both direct and indirect effects to special-status bat species.
Direct Effects
The Project will not remove any trees. Trees along the access road to the water tank/pump
house complex would provide the most likely roosting habitat for tree-roosting bats. The
water tank and communications equipment atop Mt. Lee also provide potentially suitable
roosting habitat. Roosting habitats such as rocky outcrops, crevices, large cavities, and
small cave-like openings are not present in the BSA. Therefore, direct impacts to specialstatus bats are not anticipated.
Indirect Effects
Indirect impacts to special-status bats roosting within the vicinity of the Project could occur
as a result of noise and increased human presence resulting from construction activities.
Disturbances related to construction could result in the displacement of roosting individuals.
Disruption of night-time roosts is not anticipated as construction will not occur during dusk
or evening hours. By adhering to measures and recommendations outlined in Chapter 6,
indirect impacts to bats are not anticipated.
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Special-status Mammals
The potential for mammals to occur within the vicinity of the Project is considered moderate
for San Diego desert woodrat. Implementation of the proposed Project could result in both
direct and indirect effects to special-status mammal species.
Direct Effects
Small excavations will be required for installation of pipe line supports and foundations,
which could impact small mammals. However, Chapter 6 outlines measures and
recommendations that would substantially reduce effects on mammals potentially occurring
within the Project vicinity.
Indirect Effects
Indirect impacts to special-status mammals occurring within the vicinity of the Project could
occur as a result of noise and increased human presence. Disturbances related to
construction could result in mammals avoiding the Project area; however, by adhering to
measures and recommendations outlined in Chapter 6, impacts to special-status mammals
are not anticipated.
5.3 Wildlife Movement Corridor
The proposed pipe line will intersect wildlife movement corridors observed crossing over the
ridge line during the field survey, intersecting the proposed alignment of the new pipe line.
Pipe line installation would require the removal of some vegetation; however, it is
anticipated to be minimal, and earth disturbance activities would be limited to post-holes for
pipe line supports and foundations. The new pipe line would be installed as described in the
Project Description (Chapter 1.1). It is anticipated that through design, wildlife of all sizes
will be able to cross under or over the proposed pipe line at the two wildlife crossings
identified in Figures 1-2 and 2-2. Additionally, Project activities would not occur at night,
when wildlife movement corridors are active. As a result, pipe line installation activities and
the installed pipe line are not anticipated to obstruct wildlife movement corridors across the
ridge line.
Project construction activities, such as human presence and increased noise, would likely
result in wildlife avoiding the immediate vicinity and not utilizing wildlife movement corridors
during the day. However, indirect impacts of construction on wildlife movement corridors
would be temporary in nature, restricted to the Project construction time period. The
function and value of the wildlife movement corridors that cross the proposed pipe line as
local and regional linkages between open areas would be unchanged from current
conditions upon completion of the Project. Additionally, Project activities would not occur at
dusk or overnight, and are therefore not expected to indirectly affect special-status bat
species that may move over or along the ridge line at night. As a result, no significant direct
or indirect impacts from the proposed pipe line to wildlife movement corridors would occur.
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6.0 AVOIDANCE, MINIMIZATION, AND BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE MEASURES
AND RECOMMENDATIONS
These recommendations are based on background research and the field studies. If
conditions within the Project change or further information about biological resources are
generated, additional studies and surveys may become necessary.
6.1 Additional Surveys and Studies
Nine special-status plant species and twelve wildlife species have some potential to occur
within suitable habitats present within or adjacent to the Project. Although areas suitable for
special-status species were surveyed and coverage of these areas within the BSA was
substantial, focused surveys conducted within the Project area during April and June would
most likely capture the blooming period of these plant species and allow further evaluation
regarding their presence or absence within the Project. Additionally, current drought
conditions likely affect blooming success of special-status plant species and they may not
bloom and be as visible as in non-drought periods. As a result, follow-up, focused surveys
are warranted.
Focused surveys for wildlife species identified to potentially occur within the BSA would
also determine their presence or absence, and aid in determining whether impacts to
special-status wildlife species would occur. In the event focused surveys locate specialstatus species, best management practices (BMP) would be required to reduce impacts
and should be determined through coordination with USFWS and/or CDFW, depending on
the species status.
6.2 Pre-Construction Surveys
Strategies for avoiding potential impacts to special-status species include conducting preconstruction surveys within potentially suitable habitats for such species with a potential to
occur on-site, as well as for nesting birds during the bird breeding season (February 15
through September 1). The following pre-construction surveys would apply to the Project.
Nesting Birds
To avoid impacts on nesting birds, clearing of vegetation and construction activities should
occur outside of the peak bird nesting season from September 1st through February 14th.
However, if construction must occur between February 15th and August 31st, the following
measures should be implemented:


Within three days of the scheduled start of construction activity, a pre-construction
survey should be conducted by a qualified biologist to determine the presence or
absence of active nests within, or adjacent to, the Project.



If no breeding or nesting activities are detected within 500 feet of the proposed work
and any staging areas, construction activities may proceed.
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If bird breeding/nesting activity is confirmed, work activities within 250 feet (or 300
feet for raptors, 500 feet for fully protected species, or a linear distance appropriate
for the species approved by the Project biologist) of any active nest shall be delayed
until the young birds have fledged and left the nest. A work area buffer zone around
any active nests shall be demarcated, indicating where work may not occur. Project
activities may resume in this area once the Project biologist has determined that the
nest(s) is no longer active.

Bats
Within 30 days of Project construction, a qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction
survey for the presence of roosting bats. If special-status bat species are found, the
following measures should be implemented:


If active nursery roosts are found (typically between April 15 and August 1) a work
exclusion area of 500 feet would be identified in the field, and construction activities
should be rescheduled to occur after juvenile bats are able to forage independently.



If sensitive bat species are present but there is not an active roost, a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) with CDFW shall be obtained in order to remove the
animals prior to construction. Alternate habitat shall be provided if bats are to be
excluded from maternity roosts. A roost with comparable spatial and thermal
characteristics shall be constructed as directed by a qualified biologist. In the event
that adult bats need to be handled and relocated, a qualified biologist shall prepare
and implement a relocation plan subject to approval by CDFW that includes
relocating all bats found on-site to an alternate suitable habitat.



If bat roosts are found outside the breeding season, openings to these roosts should
be blocked after the bats have emerged for their night-time feeding to prevent the
bats from reentering. The bats would be temporarily forced to find other roosting
areas and other structures in the area.



While a visual assessment of bat roost habitat does not require a permit, handling of
bats for removal requires two permits from CDFW; a Scientific Collecting Permit
(SCP) and a MOU. The MOU describes the type of surveys, methods, and species
proposed, and purpose of bat captures. Applicants must show that they possess
experience with trapping and handling bats before they are issued an MOU. Such
experience is usually accumulated by working with a licensed bat worker under their
permits, and demonstrating the necessary skills and abilities to CDFW.



Prior to initiation of construction, a qualified biologist shall be designated to monitor
construction activities and advise construction personnel of the potential biological
issues associated with Project construction. The biological monitor shall attend
weekly construction meeting and provide on-site direction for addressing habitat- or
species-specific issues as they are encountered during construction. If as a result of
pre-construction surveys the biologist establishes exclusion zones around trees or
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buildings to protect nesting birds or roosting bats, the biological monitor should
advise the construction crews of those areas and of the importance of respecting
and maintaining those zones.


Due to local and California Health Department restrictions, no direct contact by
workers with any bat species is allowed. The Project Biologist, who would oversee
exclusion or removal efforts, should be contacted immediately should any bats be
identified within the Project’s footprint. If construction is to occur in phases or over
an extended period of time, multiple pre-construction surveys may be required to
address seasonal bat migrants and the potential influx of new arrivals.

Special-Status Wildlife Species
A pre-construction clearance survey should be conducted before any construction activities
occur. A qualified biologist should conduct pre-construction surveys within and adjacent to
the Project’s construction limits no more than three days prior to the commencement of
construction activities to identify any potential impacts to special-status wildlife species, if
present. It is anticipated that the pre-construction survey would focus on special-status
species with a potential to occur in the BSA, including, coast horned lizard and San Diego
desert woodrat.
Special-status species observed would be relocated outside of the Project site by a
qualified biologist or they will be avoided and allowed to leave of their own volition.
Following the survey, a Wildlife Survey Report shall be prepared detailing the results of the
field survey, including potential BMP, if deemed necessary. Any observations of federal
threatened or endangered species shall be reported to BOE, and if further directed by BOE,
to USFWS.
Special-Status Plant Species
Although the field survey in support of this report was conducted during the appropriate
time of year to detect special-status species (early March - June), a focused rare plant
survey shall be conducted during the appropriate time of year for detection of special-status
species by a qualified botanist in accordance with USFWS (1996b) and CDFW survey
guidelines (CDFG 2009). Following the rare plant surveys, a Rare Plant Survey Report shall
be prepared detailing the results of the field surveys, including potential BMP, if necessary.
Further consultation with resource agencies would be necessary if special-status species
are observed during focused surveys.
6.3 Project Impact Avoidance, Minimization, and BMP
The following BMP should be implemented to avoid and minimize impacts to special-status
species and sensitive habitats during Project implementation:
1. Erosion control measures, which would control surface runoff, erosion, and
sedimentation outside of the Project footprint would be implemented.
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2. The contractor(s) will be informed regarding the biological constraints of this
Project. Project limits will be clearly marked on project maps provided to the
contractor(s) and areas outside of the Project limits will be designated as “no
construction” zones.
3. Employees will strictly limit their activities, vehicles, equipment, and construction
materials to the designated construction limits, staging areas, and routes between
the construction limits and staging areas. The Project area will be kept as clean of
debris as possible to avoid attracting predators of sensitive wildlife. All food-related
trash items will be enclosed in sealed containers and regularly removed from the
site.
4. Pets of Project personnel will not be allowed on the Project site to ensure they will
not affect wildlife through harassment or predation in adjacent natural habitats.
5. Earth disturbance activities associated with the Project will be minimized and
existing root systems will be left intact to the extent possible. In areas that do not
require excavation, vegetation will be trampled instead of completely removed.
6. During vegetation removal, unnecessary damage to ground burrows, holes, and
tunnels, which provide shelter for many small animals (snakes, lizards, toads,
rodents, and squirrels), shall be avoided.
7. No wildlife, including rattlesnakes, shall be harmed except to prevent serious injury
or death.
8. In order to avoid unnecessary impacts, should any non-listed species be found
within the Project, a qualified biologist will relocate them outside of the Project site
or they will be avoided and allowed to leave of their own volition.
9. A qualified biological monitor shall be on-site during initial vegetation removal and
earth disturbance activities and on a basis, the exact timing and extent of which,
may be determined during consultation with the regulatory agencies.
10. No foundation post-holes will be left open over-night, weekends, or when work is
not being accomplished in the immediate area. A covering will be placed over the
post-hole to prevent animals from falling into the hole and not being able to escape.
Prior to placing the cover over the post-hole, check to make sure no animals are in
the post-hole.
11. Should any federal or state listed plant species or wildlife species be found within
the Project site, all construction in the immediate area will cease and BOE will be
notified, and if directed the applicable federal or state agency will also be notified
(USFWS, CDFW). Work in other areas of the Project site may continue until this
area has been evaluated.
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7.0 CONCLUSIONS
Based on the analysis presented above regarding anticipated effects of the Project, the
following determinations have been made for special-status species that have been
detected or have at least a moderate potential to occur within the BSA.
Effects on Special-Status Plants
The proposed Project would not significantly affect special-status plant species.


No special-status plant species were found during the general survey conducted in
May 2015, nor are any of the known locations of these species within the BSA.
Potential habitat for these species in the proposed Project are limited and of
moderate or marginal quality.



Due to the avoidance, minimization, and BMP measures and recommendations
presented in Chapter 6, effects to potential habitat for special-status plant species
that occurs within and adjacent to the Project would not be significantly affected.

Effects on Special-Status Wildlife
The proposed Project would not significantly affect special-status wildlife species.


Southern California rufous-crowned sparrow was detected during the general survey
conducted in May 2105. Implementation of the measures and recommendations
presented in Chapter 6 would ensure that affects to this species would be less than
significant.



Due to the avoidance, minimization, and BMP measures and recommendations
presented in Chapter 6, effects to potential habitat for special-status wildlife species
that occurs within and adjacent to the Project would be not be significantly affected.
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Photo 1: South-facing view of water tank from ridge line directly behind the water
tank/pump house complex.

Photo 2: South-facing view along ridge line.
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Photo 3: North-facing view along ridge line.

Photo 4: North-facing view along ridge line.
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Photo 5: South-facing view along ridge line with fountain grass habitat (indicated by red
arrow) visible along top of Mt. Lee, beneath communications tower.

Photo 6: South-facing view from helispot cistern site of fountain grass habitat (red arrow)
below top of Mt. Lee.
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Photo 7: North-facing view of access road to the water tank/pump house complex.

Photo 8: North-facing view of water tank. The pump house is located behind the water
tank.
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Photo 9: South-facing view of helispot cistern site atop Mt. Lee.

Photo 10: West-facing view of a wildlife pathway approaching the ridge line.
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Appendix B Plant Species Observed During Field Survey, May 5, 2015

Common Name

Scientific Name

ADOXACEAE (Honeysuckle Family)
black elderberry

Sambucus nigra

AGAVACEAE (Agave Family)
chaparral yucca

Hesperoyucca whipplei

ANACARDIACEAE (Sumac Family)
laurel sumac

Malosma laurina

lemonade berry

Rhus integrifolia

ASTERACEAE (Aster Family)
California sagebrush

Artemisia californica

coyote brush

Baccharis pilularis

California brickellbush

Brickellia californica

sawtooth goldenbush

Hazardia squarrosa

California everlasting

Pseudognaphalium californicum

BORAGINACEAE (Borage Family)
caterpillar phacelia

Phacelia cicutaria

BRASSICACEAE (Mustard Family)
short-pod mustard

Hirschfeldia incana

CACTACEAE (Cactus Family)
coast prickly pear

Opuntia littoralis

CONVOLVULACEAE (Morning Glory Family)
California dodder

Cuscuta california

CUCURBITACEAE (Gourd Family)
wild cucumber

Marah macrocarpa

EUPHORBIACEAE (Spurge Family)
castor bean

Ricinus communis

FABACEAE (Legume Family)
acacia

Acacia sp.
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Appendix B Plant Species Observed During Field Survey, May 5, 2015

Common Name

Scientific Name

deerweed

Acmispon glaber

Spanish broom

Spartium junceum

black sage

Salvia mellifera

MYRTACEAE (Myrtle Family)
silver dollar gum

Eucalyptus polyanthemos

PINACEAE (Pine Family)
cedar

Cedrus sp.

aleppo pine

Pinus halepensis

POACEAE (Grass Family)
wild oat

Avena barbata

ripgut brome

Bromus diandrus

red brome

Bromus madritensis subsp. rubens

fountain grass

Pennisetum setaceum

POLYGONACEAE (Smartweed Family)
California buckwheat

Eriogonum fasciculatum var. fasciculatum

RHAMNACEAE (Buckthorn Family)
buck brush

Ceanothus cuneatus

ROSACEAE (Rose Family)
chamise

Adenostoma fasciculatum

toyon

Heteromeles arbutifolia

SOLANACEAE (Nighshade Family)
tree tobacco

Nicotiana glauca
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Appendix C Wildlife Species Detected During Field Survey, May 5, 2015

Common Name

Scientific Name

BIRDS
ACCIPITRIDAE (Kites, Eagles, Hawks, and Allies)
red-tailed hawk

Buteo jamaicensis

AEGITHALIDAE (Long-tailed Tits and Bushtits)
bushtit

Psaltriparus minimus

APODIDAE (Swifts)
white-throated swift

Aeronautes saxatalis

CORVIDAE (Jays, Magpies, and Crows)
western scrub jay

Aphelocoma californica

American crow

Corvus brachyrhynchos

common raven

Corvus corax

EMBERIZIDAE (Sparrows, Juncos, and Towhees)
southern California rufous-crowned sparrow*

Aimphila ruficeps canescens

song sparrow

Melospiza melodia

California towhee

Melozone crissalis

spotted towhee

Pipilo maculatus

FRINGILLIDAE (Finches)
house finch

Haemorhous mexicanus

Lawrence’s goldfinch

Spinus lawrencei

lesser goldfinch

Spinus psaltria

MIMIDAE (Thrashers, Mockingbirds, Tremblers, and Catbirds)
northern mockingbird

Mimus polyglottos

PASSERIDAE (Sparrows)
house sparrow

Passer domesticus

SYLVIIDAE (Warblers)
wrentit

Chamaea fasciata

TROCHILIDAE (Hummingbirds)
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Appendix C Wildlife Species Detected During Field Survey, May 5, 2015

Common Name

Scientific Name

Anna’s hummingbird

Calypte anna

Allen’s hummingbird

Selasphorus sasin

TROGLODYTIDAE (Wrens)
Bewick’s wren

Thryomanes bewickii

house wren

Troglodytes aedon

MAMMALS
CERVIDAE (Deer, Elk, and Moose)
mule deer

Odocoileus hemionus

* CDFW Watch List species
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Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

PLANTS
marsh sandwort

USFWS: FE

Arenaria paludicola

CDFW: SE
CRPR: 1B.1

Braunton’s milkvetch

USFWS: FE
CRPR: 1B.1

Astragalus
brauntonii

Coastal dunes
milk-vetch

USFWS: FE
CDFW: SE

Astragalus tener
var. titi

CRPR: 1B.1

Parish’s
brittlescale

CRPR: 1B.1

Atriplex parishii

Sandy openings in
freshwater or
brackish marshes
and swamps at
10-560 feet amsl.
Blooms MayAugust

Absent

Chaparral, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland; in
recent burns or
disturbed areas,
usually sandstone
with carbonate
layers at 15-2,100
feet amsl. Blooms
January-August.

Present

Coastal bluff
scrub, coastal
dunes, and
coastal prairie,
often in vernally
mesic areas at 3165 feet amsl.
Blooms MarchMay.
Alkaline chenopod
scrub, playas, and
vernal pools at 806,230 feet amsl.
Blooms JuneOctober.

Absent

Absent
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Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species and does
not occur within the
elevation range
preferred by this
species.
Low – Suitable
habitat is present in
BSA; however,
nearest previously
recorded occurrence
from 3 miles to the
southwest is from
1930. This species
was not detected
during the field survey
and was not detected
in the recent Griffith
Park rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).
Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species and does
not occur within the
elevation range
preferred by this
species.
Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species

Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
Davidson’s
saltscale

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

CRPR: 1B.2

Alkaline coastal
bluff scrub and
coastal scrub at
30-660 feet amsl.
Blooms AprilOctober.

Absent

Nevin’s barberry

USFWS: FE

Absent

Berberis nevinii

CDFW: SE

Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, riparian
scrub and in
sandy or gravelly
areas at 9002,700 feet amsl.
Blooms MarchJune.
Cismontane
woodland, valley
and foothill
grassland and in
clay openings.
Occurs at 503,940 feet amsl.
Blooms from
March-May.
Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grasslands at 502,300 feet amsl.
Blooms FebruaryJune

Absent

Atriplex serenana
var. davidsonii

CRPR: 1B.1

round-leaved
filaree

CRPR: 1B.1

California
macrophylla

Catalina mariposalily
Calochortus
catalinae

CRPR: 4.2

Present
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Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area
Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species and does
not occur within the
elevation range
preferred by this
species.
Low – Marginally
suitable habitat is
present in the BSA
and this species was
previously recorded in
2000 approximately
1.3 miles east of the
BSA. However, this
species was not
detected during the
field survey.
Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.

Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this
species is present in
the BSA and it was
documented
approximately 0.5
miles east of the BSA
during the recent
Griffith Park rare plant
survey (Cooper
2010). However, this
species was not
detected during the
field survey.

Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
slender mariposa
lily

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 1B.2

Chaparral, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland.
Shaded foothill
canyons, often on
grassy slopes
within other
habitat at 1,050–
3,280 feet amsl.
Blooms MarchJune.

Present

CRPR: 4.2

Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, lower
montane
coniferous forest,
valley and foothill
grassland,
granitic, rocky
soils at 330–5,580
feet amsl. Blooms
May-July.

Present

CRPR: 3.1

Meadows and
seeps (sometimes
alkaline) and
alluvial riparian
scrub at 100-700
feet amsl.
Historically
associated with
wetland and
marshy places,
but possibly in
drier situations as
well. Possibly silty
loam and alkaline.
Blooms MarchSeptember.

Absent

Calochortus
clavatus var.
gracilis

Plummer’s
mariposa lily
Calochortus
plummerae

lucky morningglory
Calystegia
peirsonii

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
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Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this
species is present in
the BSA and a
previous known
occurrence from 2009
(Cooper 2010) is
approximately 0.70
mile east of the BSA.
However, this species
was not detected
during the field
survey.
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this
species is present in
the BSA and it was
documented just west
of the helispot/
communications
center facility (< 0.20
mile from BSA) during
the recent Griffith
Park rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).
However, this species
was not detected
during the field
survey.
Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species and does
not occur within the
elevation range
preferred by this
species.

Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
Lewis’ eveningprimrose

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 3

Camissoniopsis
lewisii

southern tarplant

CRPR: 1B.1

Centromadia parryi
spp. australis

San Fernando
Valley spineflower

USFWS: FC
CDFW: SE

Chorizanthe parryi
var. fernandina

CRPR: 1B.1

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Coastal bluff
scrub,
cismontaine
woodland, coastal
dunes, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland in sand
or clay habitats at
0-980 feet amsl.
Blooms MarchJune.
Marshes and
swamps
(margins), valley
and foothill
grassland. Often
in disturbed sites
near the coast at
marsh edges; also
in alkaline soils
sometimes with
saltgrass at 0–
4,560 feet amsl.
Blooms May–
November.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species and does
not occur within the
elevation range
preferred by this
species.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.

Coastal scrub,
sandy soil.
Currently known
from only two
recently
discovered
locations
(Ahmanson and
Newhall
Ranches), at 5003,940 feet amsl.
Blooms AprilJune.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.
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Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
small-flowered
morning-glory

Sensitivity
1
Status

Chaparral
openings, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland; in clay,
serpentinite seeps
at 100-2,300 feet
amsl. Blooms
March-July.

Present

Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this
species is present in
the BSA; however, it
was not detected
during the field
survey.

USFWS: FE
CDFW: SE
CRPR: 1B.1

Chaparral, coastal
scrub (alluvial fan
sage scrub).
Flood deposited
terraces and
washes; plant
associations
include Encelia,
Dalea,
Lepidospartum,
etc., at 660-2,500
feet amsl. Blooms
April-June.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.

CRPR: 1B.2

Chaparral, coastal
scrub, valley and
foothill grassland.
In heavy, often
clayey soils or
grassy slopes at
0-2,600 feet amsl.
Blooms April-July.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.

CRPR: 1A

Marshes and
swamps (coastal
salt and
freshwater).
Historically from
southern
California at 305,500 feet amsl.
Blooms AugustOctober.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.

Dodecahema
leptoceras

many-stemmed
dudleya
Dudleya
multicaulis

Los Angeles
sunflower
Helianthus nuttallii
ssp. parishii

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

CRPR: 4.2

Convolvulus
simulans

slender-horned
spineflower

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
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Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
mesa horkelia

Sensitivity
1
Status

Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, and
coastal scrub.
Sandy or gravelly
sites at 230-590
feet amsl. Blooms
FebruarySeptember.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species and does
not occur within the
elevation range
preferred by this
species.

CRPR: List 4.2

Chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, riparian
woodland in
alluvial habitats at
160-2,950 feet
amsl. Blooms
March-August.
Openings in
chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, lower
montane
coniferous forest,
and riparian
woodland at 1005,900 feet amsl.
Blooms MarchAugust.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species. Found
nearby but not within
the BSA.

Present

Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this
species is present in
the BSA and it was
documented
approximately 0.4
mile north of the BSA
during the recent
Griffith Park rare plant
survey (Cooper
2010). However, this
species was not
detected during the
field survey.

Juglans californica

ocellated Humboldt
lily
Lilium humboldtii
ssp. ocellatum

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

CRPR: 1B.1

Horkelia cuneata
ssp. puperula

southern California
black walnut

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

CRPR: 4.2
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Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
Davidson’s bushmallow

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 1B.2

Chaparral,
cismontaine
woodland, coastal
scrub and riparian
woodland at 6002,800 feet amsl.
Blooms JuneJanuary.

Present

USFWS: FE

Freshwater or
brackish marshes
and swamps at
15-1,080 feet
amsl. Blooms
April-October.

Absent

Coastal scrub,
valley and foothill
grassland; vernal
pools. Alkaline
soils in grassland
or in vernal pools.
Mesic, alkaline
sites at 50-3,970
feet amsl. Blooms
April-July.

Absent

Malacothamnus
davidsonii

Gambel’s water
cress

CDFW: SE
Nasturtium
gambelii

prostrate vernal
pool navarretia

Navarretia
prostrata

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

CRPR: 1B.1

CRPR: 1B.1
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Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area
Low - Suitable habitat
for this species is
present in the BSA;
however, it was not
detected during the
field survey and the
nearest previously
recorded occurrence
is greater than 5 miles
from the BSA.
Additionally, this
species was not
detected in the Griffith
Park rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).
Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species and does
not occur within the
elevation range
preferred by this
species.
Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.

Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
Hubby’s phacelia

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 4.2

Gravelly, rocky,
and talus
chaparral, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland at 03,300 feet amsl.
Blooms April-July.

Present

CRPR: 2B.2

Riparian
woodland,
cismontane
woodland, coastal
scrub, and
chaparral. On
sandy, gravelly
sites. Between 06,890 feet amsl.
Blooms JulyDecember.

Present

Phacelia hubbyi

white rabbittobacco
Pseudognaphalium
leucocephalum

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent
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Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area
Moderate – Suitable
habitat for this
species is present in
the BSA and it was
detected during the
recent Griffith Park
rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010) in the
far eastern portion of
the park,
approximately 2.5
miles east of the BSA.
However, this species
was not detected
during the field
survey.
Low – Marginally
suitable habitat for
this species is present
in the BSA; however,
it was not detected
during the field survey
and the nearest
previously recorded
occurrence is from
1907 and is greater
than 5 miles from the
BSA. Additionally, this
species was not
detected during the
field survey or during
the recent Griffith
Park rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).

Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name
San Bernardino
aster

Sensitivity
1
Status
CRPR: 1B.2

Symphyotrichum
defoliatum

Greata’s aster

CRPR: 1B.3

Symphyotrichum
greatae

General Habitat
2
Description
Meadows and
seeps, marshes
and swamps,
coastal scrub,
cismontane
woodland, lower
montane
coniferous forest,
and grassland. On
vernally mesic
grassland or near
ditches, streams
and springs in
disturbed areas at
6–6,700 feet amsl.
Blooms July–
November.
Mesic broadleafed
upland forest,
chaparral,
cismontane
woodland, lower
montane
coniferous forest,
and riparian
woodland at
1,000-6,600 feet
amsl. Blooms
June-October.

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for
this species.

Present

Low – Marginally
suitable habitat for
this species is present
in the BSA; however,
it was not detected
during the field survey
and the nearest
previously recorded
occurrence from 1932
is greater than 5 miles
from the BSA.
Additionally, this
species was not
detected during the
field survey or during
the recent Griffith
Park rare plant survey
(Cooper 2010).

VEGETATION
COMMUNITIES
California Walnut
Woodland

CDFW: CNDDB
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Not Expected – This
vegetation community
was not observed in
the BSA during the
field survey.

Appendix D. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles

Common Name
Scientific Name

Sensitivity
1
Status

Southern Coast
Live Oak Riparian
Forest

CDFW: CNDDB

Southern
Cottonwood Willow
Riparian Forest

CDFW: CNDDB

Southern
Sycamore Alder
Riparian Woodland

CDFW: CNDDB

1

2

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable
Habitat
Present/
Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area
Not Expected – This
vegetation community
was not observed in
the BSA during the
field survey.
Not Expected – This
vegetation community
was not observed in
the BSA during the
field survey.
Not Expected – This
vegetation community
was not observed in
the BSA during the
field survey.

Sensitivity Status Codes
Federal U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS):
Federally Threatened (FT), Federally Endangered (FE), Federal Candidate (FC)
State

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFW):
State Threatened (ST), State Endangered (SE), Tracked by CNDDB (CNDDB)

Other

California Native Plant Society - California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR)
Rank 1B: Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere
Rank 2A: Plants presumed extirpated in California, but common elsewhere
Rank 2B: Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere
Rank 3: Plants about which more information is needed
Rank 4: Plants of limited distribution – a watch list (WL)
0.1: Seriously threatened in California
0.2: Fairly Moderately threatened in California
0.3: Not very threatened in California

General Habitat Descriptions
Sources: CDFW 2015; CNPS 2015
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

-

Not Expected –
Nearest previously
recorded occurrence is
from 1929
approximately 5.5
miles to the southwest
in Beverly Hills.
Assumed extirpated.

INSECTS
Busck’s gallmoth

CDFW:
CNDDB

Detailed habitat
requirement not
defined by
CNDDB

USFWS: FT

Lowlands and
foothills in or
near permanent
sources of deep
water with
dense, shrubby
or emergent
riparian
vegetation.
Requires 11 to
20 weeks of
permanent water
for larval
development and
must have
access to
aestivation
habitat.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Occurs in loose
sand, loam, or
humus
substrates.
Frequently found
in leaf litter.
Burrows in
washes, dune
sand and loose
soils near slopes
and streams.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Carolella
busckana

AMPHIBIANS
California redlegged frog

CDFW: SSC
Rana aurora
draytoni

REPTILES
silvery legless
lizard
Anniella pulchra
pulchra

CDFW: SSC
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name
coastal western
whiptail

Sensitivity
1
Status

Phrynosoma
blainvillii

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Occurs in
deserts and
semi-arid
habitats. Soils
may be firm,
sandy or rocky.
Found in areas
with sparse
vegetation.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

CDFW: SSC

Inhabits
permanent or
nearly
permanent
bodies of water
and requires
basking sites
such as partially
submerged logs,
vegetation mats,
or open mud
banks.

Absent

Not Expected – The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

CDFW: SSC

Found in
scrubland,
grassland,
coniferous
forests, and
broadleaf
woodland.
Prefers sandy
washes with
scattered cover.
Needs areas of
loose soil for
concealment,
and native ants
or other insects
for food.

Present

Low – The BSA
contains marginally
suitable habitat for this
species. Soils in the
BSA are generally
compacted and food
source of ants and
insects were not
observed during the
survey. Nearest
previously recorded
occurrence from
approximately 5 miles
southwest of the BSA,
in La Brea.

Emmys
marmorata

coast horned
lizard

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

CDFW:
CNDDB

Aspidoscelis tigris
stejnegeri

western pond
turtle

General Habitat
2
Description
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

BIRDS
southern
California rufouscrowned sparrow

CDFW: WL

Resident in
southern
California coastal
sage scrub and
sparse mixed
chaparral.
Frequents
relatively steep,
often rocky
hillsides with
grass and forb
patches.

Present

Present -This species
was detected just
outside the fenceline
along the northern
perimeter of the
helispot cistern, along
the edge of the BSA. It
was also previously
documented during
bird surveys conducted
in Griffith Park in 2007
and 2008 (Cooper
2009).

CDFW: SSC

Associated with
dense
grasslands on
rolling hills,
lowland plains, in
valleys and on
hillsides on lower
mountain slopes.
Prefers native
grasslands with
a mix of grasses,
forbs, and
scattered shrubs.
This species is
loosely colonial
when nesting.

Absent

Not Expected - The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

CDFW: SSC

Conifer, oak,
riparian, pinyonjuniper, and
desert
woodlands,
either open
habitat or
adjacent to
grasslands,
meadows, or
shrublands.

Absent

Not Expected - The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Aimophila
ruficeps
canescans

grasshopper
sparrow
Ammodramus
savannarum

long-eared owl
Asio otus
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Burrow sites are
open, dry annual
or perennial
grasslands,
deserts and
scrublands
characterized by
low-growing
vegetation.
Subterranean
nester
dependent on
burrowing
mammals,
including the
California ground
squirrel.

Absent

Not Expected - The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Associated with
short grasslands,
freshly plowed
fields, newly
sprouting grain
fields, and
sometimes sod
farms. Prefers
short vegetation,
bare ground, and
flat topography
including grazed
areas and areas
with burrowing
rodents.

Absent

Not Expected - The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Typically nests in
riparian
woodlands that
are marshy or at
water’s edge.

Absent

Not Expected - The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

CDFW: SSC

mountain plover

USFWS: BCC

Charadrius
montanus

CDFW: SSC

southwestern
willow flycatcher

USFWS: FE

Scientific Name
burrowing owl
Athene
cunicularia

Empidonax traillii
extimus

CDFW: SE
(nesting)
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name
merlin

Sensitivity
1
Status

Laterallus
jamaicensis
coturniculus

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Frequents
coastlines, open
grasslands,
savannahs,
woodlands,
lakes, wetlands,
edges, and early
successional
states. Seldom in
heavily wooded
areas, or open
deserts. Occurs
in most of the
western half of
the state below
3,900 feet amsl.

Absent

Low – The BSA does
not contain breeding
sites for this species;
however, it may forage
within the BSA and
occur as a transient.

CDFW: WL

Inhabits dry,
open terrain that
is either level or
hilly. Breeding
sites are located
on cliffs. This
species forages
far afield
including to
marshlands and
ocean shores.

Present

Low – The BSA does
not contain breeding
sites for this species;
however, it may forage
within the BSA and
occur as a transient.

CDFW: SE
and FP

Salt marshes,
freshwater
marshes, and
wet meadows.
Typical
associated
vegetation
includes
pickleweed
(Salicornia
virginica) in salt
marshes and
bulrush (Scirpus
spp.) in less
saline habitats.

Absent

Not Expected - The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Falco mexicanus

California black
rail

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

CDFW: WL

Falco
columbarius

prairie falcon

General Habitat
2
Description
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name
coastal California
gnatcatcher

Sensitivity
1
Status
USFWS: FT
CDFW: SSC

Polioptila
californica
californica

yellow warbler
Setophaga
petechia

CDFW: SSC

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

A permanent
resident of
coastal sage
scrub, dominated
by California
sagebrush
(Artemesia
californica) and
flat-topped
buckwheat
(Eriogonum
fasciculatum), in
arid washes,
mesas, and
slopes, generally
below 1,500 feet
in elevation
When nesting,
typically avoids
tall dense
vegetation or
slopes greater
than 25 percent.

Present

Low – Marginally
suitable habitat is
present within the
BSA. Vegetation is
dominated by
chaparral species and
slopes greater than 25
percent are present.
May occur in BSA as a
foraging transient.
Nearest previous
record from 1991,
approximately 6 miles
north of BSA in Sun
Valley.

Riparian
vegetation in
close proximity
to water along
streams and in
wet meadows.

Absent

Low – The BSA does
not contain breeding
sites for this species;
however, it may forage
within the BSA and
occur as a transient.

General Habitat
2
Description
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name
black-chinned
sparrow
Spizella
atrogularis

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Tall sagebrush,
chaparral, or
other shrubs of
similar structure.
Breeds and
forages in open
to moderately
dense chaparral
and similar
brushy habitat,
often on arid
south-facing
slopes with
ceanothus,
manzanita,
sagebrush, and
chamise.

Present

High – Habitat suitable
for this species is
present within the
BSA. Additionally the
BSA occurs on an arid
south-facing slope,
with ceanothus,
sagebrush, and
chamise present. This
species was previously
documented during
bird surveys conducted
in Griffith Park in 2007
and 2008 (Cooper
2009).

In extensive
shrub stands
with moderate
canopy,
especially
sagebrush.
Winters in open
desert scrub and
similar habitats,
plains, and
fields.

Present

Low – Marginally
suitable habitat occurs
within the BSA. Very
little sagebrush
present; however, it
may occur as a
transient within the
BSA.

Summer resident
of low riparian
growth in the
vicinity of water
or in dry river
bottoms. Nests
are placed along
the margins of
bushes, usually
Salix, Baccharis,
or Prosopis.

Absent

Not Expected. The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

USFWS: BCC
CDFW:
CNDDB

Brewer’s sparrow

USFWS: BCC

Spizella breweri

CDFW:
CNDDB

least Bell’s vireo

USFWS: FE

Vireo bellii
pusillus

CDFW: SE
(nesting)
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

pallid bat

CDFW: SSC

Antrozous
pallidus

WBWG: H

Inhabits
grasslands,
shrublands,
woodlands, and
forests from sea
level up through
mixed conifer
forests. Most
common in open,
dry habitats with
rocky areas for
roosting.

western mastiff
bat

CDFW: SSC
WBWG: H

Scientific Name

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Present

Moderate - The Santa
Monica Mountains are
within the native range
of this species and it
has previously been
documented
approximately 2.5
miles northwest of the
BSA. Suitable foraging
habitat (chaparral) and
breeding sites (rocky
outcrops/cliffs) are
present within vicinity
of the BSA. No signs of
bats were detected
during the field survey.

MAMMALS

Eumops perotis
californicus

Known from
open semiarid to
arid habitats,
including conifer
and deciduous
woodlands,
coastal scrub,
grassland, and
chaparral.
Roosts in
crevices in cliff
faces, high
buildings, trees,
and tunnels.
Roost locations
are generally
high above the
ground providing
a 3-meter
minimum
clearance below
the entrance for
flight. Requires
large open-water
drinking sites.

Present
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Moderate – Los
Angeles County is
within the native range
of this species and it
has been previously
recorded from 5.5
miles east of the BSA
in Glendale. Suitable
foraging habitat
(chaparral) is present
within the BSA but
breeding or roosting
habitat is marginal. No
signs of bats were
detected during the
field survey.

Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name
hoary bat

Sensitivity
1
Status
CDFW:
CNDDB

Lasiurus cinereus
WBWG: M

western yellow
bat

CDFW: SCC
WBWG: H

Lasiurus
xanthinus

south coast
marsh vole
Microtus
californicus
stephensi

CDFW: SCC

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Prefers
deciduous and
coniferous
forests, ranging
from dry-arid
lowlands to
elevations of
approximately
9,200 feet.
Feeds over
streams and
ponds.

Present

Low – Marginally
suitable habitat occurs
within the BSA. Trees
potentially suitable for
roosting are planted
and occur along the
access road to the
water tank/pump
house complex.
Foraging habitat is not
present within the
BSA. Three previous
recordings from within
5 miles southsoutheast of the BSA.
No signs of bats were
detected during the
field survey.

Found in valley
foothill riparian,
desert riparian,
desert wash, and
palm oasis
habitats. Roosts
in trees,
particularly
palms. Forages
over water and
among trees.

Absent

Not Expected -The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

Tidal marshes in
Los Angeles,
Orange, and
southern Ventura
Counties.

Absent

Not Expected - The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species.

General Habitat
2
Description
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Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area

Present

Moderate - The BSA
contains marginally
suitable habitat for this
species. Although
rocky slopes are
present, a moderate to
dense canopy is not
present in the BSA.
Two occurrences of
this species have been
documented within one
mile north-northwest of
the BSA.

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

CDFW: SCC

Coastal scrub of
southern
California from
San Diego to
San Luis Obispo
County.
Moderate to
dense canopies
are preferred.
Are particularly
abundant in rock
outcrops and
rocky cliffs and
slopes.

big free-tailed bat

CDFW: SCC

Nyctinomops
macrotis

WBWG: MH

Low lying areas
in southern
California. Need
high cliffs or
rocky outcrops
for roosting sites.
Feeds principally
on large moths.

Not Expected – The
BSA does not occur in
a low lying area. This
species is primarily
known from inland
valleys in western
Riverside and San
Bernardino Counties.
Roosting sites are not
present. No signs of
bats were detected
during the field survey.

southern
grasshopper
mouse

CDFW: SSC

Desert areas,
especially scrub
habitats with
friable soils for
digging. Prefers
low to moderate
shrub cover.
Feeds on
arthropods.

Not Expected. The
BSA does not contain
suitable habitat for this
species. Soils are
compacted and rocky.
Preferred food source
not observed during
field survey. Nearest
record is from 1908,
approximately 10 miles
west near Hansen
Dam.

Scientific Name
San Diego desert
woodrat
Neotoma lepida
intermedia

Onychomys
torridus ramona

Mt. Lee Pumping Station and Pipe Line Biological Resources Assessment Report

Appendix E. Special-Status Wildlife Species Known to Occur from the Burbank and
Hollywood Quadrangles
Common Name
Scientific Name

Sensitivity
1
Status

General Habitat
2
Description

American badger

CDFW: SSC

This species is
most abundant in
drier open
stages of most
shrub, forest,
and herbaceous
habitats, with
friable soils.
Needs sufficient
food, friable
soils, and open,
uncultivated
ground. Preys
on burrowing
rodents. Digs
burrows.

Taxidea taxus

1

Potentially
Suitable Habitat
Present/Absent

Potential to Occur in
the Biological Study
Area
Not Expected Marginally suitable
habitat is present for
this species in the
BSA. Soils are
compacted and no
suitable burrows for
this species, or other
burrowing rodents
were observed during
the field survey. A lack
of recent records of
this species indicates
that it has likely been
extirpated from the
vicinity of the Project.

Sensitivity Status Code
Federal U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS):
Federally Threatened (FT), Federally Endangered (FE),
Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC)

State

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFW):
State Threatened (ST), State Endangered (SE), Species of Special
Concern (SSC), Rare (R), Fully-Protected (FP), Watch List (WL),
California Natural Diversity DataBase list only (CNDDB): this species may
be locally sensitive or occurrences are monitored to see if protection is
needed.

Other

Western Bat Working Group (WBWG)
High Priority (H) – These species are imperiled or are at high risk of
imperilment.
Medium Priority (M) – Indicates a level of concern that should warrant
closer evaluation, more research, and conservation actions of both
species and possible threats.
Medium-High Priority (MH) – These species fall between Medium and
High priority.

2

General Habitat Descriptions
Sources: CDFW 2015; WBWG 2005
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