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1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Los Angeles is proposing the implementation of the Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
(“Project”) to guide the physical transformation and improvement of operations of the Los
Angeles Zoo and Botanicals Gardens, located at 5333 Zoo Drive, in the City of Los Angeles
(“Project Area”). The Vision Plan would serve as the blueprint for the transformation and
modernization of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanicals Gardens over the next 20 years. The
purpose of this report is to determine if historical resources as defined by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 1 are present in the Project Area and, if so, to identify
potential impacts to historical resources as a result of the proposed Project. This report is
intended to inform environmental review of the proposed Project.
The Project Area consists of the entire 142-acre area subject to the Vision Plan, including the
133-acre site that comprises the existing Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens property, in
the northeast portion of Griffith Park. The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens is not
locally designated, nor has it been listed in or determined eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources. The Los Angeles
Zoo is listed in the California Historical Resources Inventory with a status code of 6Y
(“Determined ineligible for National Register by consensus through the Section 106 process;
not evaluated for California Register or local listing”) from 1994, having been evaluated as a
non-contributing feature of Griffith Park. In 2009, Griffith Park was locally designated as Los
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument No. 942. In the nomination, the Los Angeles Zoo was
identified as a “non-contributing or altered component” of Griffith Park. The Los Angeles Zoo
was not resurveyed by SurveyLA. No additional information related to the Project Area was
located as part of the records search conducted by the South Central Coastal Information
Center.
This report re-evaluates the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens for potential historic
significance based on an observation of existing conditions, primary and secondary source
research related to the history of the property, review of the relevant historic contexts, and an
analysis under the eligibility criteria and integrity thresholds for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, and for
designation as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. Site visits were conducted
on July 30 and August 27, 2019.
Based upon this analysis, the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens is found not eligible for
historic listing or designation at the federal, state, or local levels. Additionally, no buildings,
structures, or other features of the Zoo were found individually eligible for historic listing or
designation. As such, the Project Area does not contain any historical resources as defined by

1

California PRC § 21084.1.
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CEQA, and therefore there is no potential for impacts to historical resources in the Project
Area as a result of the proposed Project.
Thus, this report concludes that the proposed Project to implement the Los Angeles Zoo
Vision Plan will not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of historical
resources in the Project Area. As such, the proposed Project will not have a significant effect
on the environment as defined by CEQA.

2
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2.

PROPOSED PROJECT

2.1 Project Location
The Project Area encompasses the 142-acre area subject to the Vision Plan, including the 133acre site that comprises the existing Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens property, located
at 5333 Zoo Drive, in the City of Los Angeles. The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens is
situated within Griffith Park, a large municipal park comprising the eastern end of the Santa
Monica Mountains in the City of Los Angeles. The Project Area is bordered to the north by
undeveloped land within Griffith Park, to the west by the Autry Museum of the American
West, to the south by the Wilson and Harding golf courses, and to the east by Mineral Wells
Picnic Area and Condor and Mineral Wells hiking trails. The Project Area occupies portions
of the following parcels:
Parcel Address

APN

4290-4300, 5336 N. Crystal Springs Drive/4700 W.
Western Heritage Way

5593-002-905

4851 N. Griffith Park Drive/5333 W. Zoo Drive

5593-002-905

4700-4800 W. Zoo Drive

5593-002-917

(None)

5593-002-917

(None)

5593-002-910

4730 Unknown (Griffith Park)

5593-002-911

[For a Project Location Map and Project Area Map, see Figures 1 and 2 below.]

2.2 Project Description 2
The City of Los Angeles is proposing the implementation of the proposed Los Angeles Zoo
Vision Plan (“Project”) to guide the physical transformation and improvement of operations
of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanicals Gardens, located at 5333 Zoo Drive, in the City of Los
Angeles (“Project Area”). The Vision Plan would serve as the blueprint for the transformation
and modernization of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanicals Gardens over the next 20 years,
from approximately 2020 to 2040. The Vision Plan’s proposed infrastructure and exhibit
improvements prioritize animal welfare, conservation, sustainability, and community
engagement. The proposed Vision Plan also addresses operational deficiencies at the Zoo,
including the quality and extent of animal habitat within exhibits; the currently constrained
visitor circulation system and missing linkages between exhibits; and a limited range of
visitor-serving facilities. The proposed Vision Plan would guide comprehensive exhibit
improvements and capital projects to upgrade Zoo facilities and circulation to ultimately
create a transformational zoo for the City. These improvements would support the Zoo’s

2

The Project description in this report has been excerpted from the full Project Description provided by the Applicant.
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capability to advance local and global conservation efforts and continue to be a major
attraction in the City.
The proposed Project involves the long-term implementation of the Vision Plan, which would
fundamentally guide zoo development and operations over the next 20 years. The Vision Plan
would result in a comprehensive redesign and redevelopment of the majority of the zoo’s
existing 133-acre site to replace outdated buildings and infrastructure and upgrade animal
care and guest amenities. The proposed upgrades and expansion of animal exhibit space and
welfare services; external/internal pedestrian and vehicular circulation; and improved
operations, maintenance, and visitor-serving facilities would better serve resident animals,
visitors, and zoo staff. The Vision Plan components would also improve the zoo’s long-term
sustainability and resiliency.
The Project Area consists of the entire 142-acre area subject to the Vision Plan. This includes
117.3 acres currently developed with zoo facilities and adjacent transportation infrastructure,
and 24.7 acres proposed for new development. The Vision Plan would require major
renovations, building demolitions, and exhibit and facility expansion and enhancements
throughout the Project Area. For areas to be redeveloped, the Vision Plan would require
demolition of all existing structures, regrading of existing slopes, and tree removal.
Development of previously undeveloped hillsides would require the removal of native trees
and shrubs.
Key components of the Vision Plan include:

4

•

Redevelopment of the Entry Plaza (including the main gate, ticketing, restaurants
and retails shops)

•

Redevelopment and expansion of the Africa area

•

Redevelopment of the Asia area and central hub around Treetops Terrace

•

Expansion of Rainforests of the Americas into a new Rainforest area

•

Development of previously undeveloped hillsides for the new California area

•

Redevelopment of the World Aviary area, including renovation of the existing aviary

•

Redevelopment of the Bird Show and Animal Programs area

•

Expansion of Elephants of Asia and Sea Life Cliffs

•

Redevelopment of the Islands area, including renovation of the existing Australia
House

•

Retention of Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains, Red Ape Rainforest, Campo
Gorilla Reserve, L.A.I.R., Francois’ Langur exhibit, the Winnick Family Children’s
Zoo, and the Children’s Discovery Center

•

Reconstruction of Treetops Terrace as a new Treetops Visitors Center

•

Replacement of the Papiano Play Park with a new Nature Play Park in a different
location
Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles
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•

Renovation and repurposing of the existing Administration Building

•

Construction of a new 2-story Administration Building

•

Construction of a new back-of-house service area

•

Demolition of all 1966 “roundhouse” animal exhibits, “pit-and-moat” animal
exhibits, and hexagonal buildings and structures

•

Demolition of the 1966 Hospital, Commissary and Maintenance buildings

•

Upgrade of animal care and visitor-serving facilities throughout

•

Preservation and enhancement of botanical collections and gardens

•

Complete reconfiguration of the existing circulation plan to a loop system

•

Construction of an aerial tramway

•

Re-routing of Crystal Springs Drive to the perimeter of the Zoo parking lots

•

Roadway improvements at the intersection of Zoo Drive and Western Heritage Way

[For the Proposed Zoo Conceptual Plan, see Appendix F.]
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FIGURE 1. Project Location Map

Wood Environmental & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc.
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FIGURE 2. Project Area Map

Wood Environmental & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc.
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3.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT AREA

3.1 Current Setting
The Project Area is situated within Griffith Park, a large City-owned municipal park
comprising the eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains. It is bordered by the cities of
Burbank and Glendale to the northwest and northeast, respectively, as well as the Los Angeles
communities of Los Feliz, Hollywood Hills, and Cahuenga Park to the southwest. The park
covers 4,310 acres of land, making it one of the largest municipal parks in the United States,
and provides an island of open space and wilderness recreation within a highly-urbanized
metropolitan area.
Griffith Park is roughly bounded by the Ventura Freeway/California State Route 134 (SR-134)
on the north, the Golden State Freeway/Interstate 5 (I-5) on the east, the low-density
residential areas of Los Feliz and Hollywood on the south, and Forest Lawn Memorial Park,
Hollywood Hills on the west. The Los Angeles River runs along the park’s edges on the north
and east. The park contains natural chaparral-covered terrain with peaks reaching elevations
from 384 to 1,625 feet above sea level. The park’s plant life ranges from coastal sage scrub,
oak and walnut woodlands to riparian vegetation with trees in the park’s deep canyons.
Griffith Park, including the Zoo, supports areas of important natural resources and
wilderness characteristics exemplified by the inhabitation of P-22, the celebrity mountain lion
resident of the park. The wilderness provided within Griffith Park makes it a popular
recreational destination for cyclists, hikers, equestrians, mountain bikers, and site-seers. An
extensive system of trails connects wilderness parkland with various recreational areas and
attractions.
Griffith Park provides several popular destinations, including the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens, the Greek Theater, the Ferraro Soccer Complex, the Autry Museum of the
American West, Griffith Park Dog Park, and Griffith Observatory. Other attractions include
the Hollywood Sign, the Bronson Caves, the Wilson and Harding golf courses, the Los Angeles
Equestrian Center, and the Travel Town Train Museum. The abandoned Griffith Park Zoo
(a.k.a. “Old Zoo”) also remains an attraction for visitors to Griffith Park. The remaining area
of Griffith Park is dedicated to open space and recreation, including approximately 55 miles
of bridle trails, more than 26 miles of bicycle routes, and 38 miles of paved roads.
Griffith Park is locally designated as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Landmark; however, the
Los Angeles Zoo is considered a non-contributing feature. The designation of Griffith Park as
a historic resource is described in detail in section 8.1, “Summary of Previous Evaluations and
Designations,” of this report.
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3.2 Existing Conditions
Existing Layout and Development
The Project Area is composed of two main components: the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical
Gardens campus, and an expansive surface parking area. The zoo campus occupies a hilly site
with 150 feet of vertical rise. Development within the zoo is constrained by two large hills, one
immediately west of the Entry Plaza and Winnick Family Children’s Zoo, and the other at the
zoo’s western boundary in the vicinity of the Africa exhibits and Gottlieb Animal Health and
Conservation Center. To the east of the zoo campus is the parking area, composed of a main
surface parking lot in the center and stretching to the north, and an additional surface parking
lot just south of Crystal Springs Drive.
The developed portion of the zoo campus contains a range of uses which fall into several basic
categories. The predominant use is visitor-serving, which includes all aspects of the zoo that
comprise the guest experience. These “front-of-house” uses include all animal exhibits;
concessions and retail shops; public circulation paths and gathering spaces; shows and public
programming areas; restrooms; etc. “Back-of-house” uses include administration (such as
offices for zoo staff and GLAZA); service and storage (including an animal health center,
animal commissary, maintenance facilities and support structures); and conservation (such
as the California condor program). The remainder of the zoo campus is composed of
undeveloped hillsides.
As currently developed, the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens contains aspects of its
original 1966 design by Los Angeles architectural firm Charles Luckman Associates, with a
succession of later interventions, modifications, upgrades and wholesale redevelopment
dating from the 1970s to as recently as 2015. Existing development is concentrated within the
zoo’s central and eastern 102 acres, which support animal exhibits, visitor-serving facilities,
and pedestrian routes. These facilities are generally developed on level or gently-sloping
valley bottom areas, with some development in perimeter areas—such as the aviary and otter
exhibits—extending up steeper hillsides. Service and conservation uses—such as equipment
yards, storage, the Gottlieb Animal Health and Conservation Center, and the California
condor recovery facilities—are concentrated on steeper slopes and canyon bottoms around
the zoo periphery. The periphery also includes a perimeter access road.
The zoo campus comprises approximately 102 developed acres within zoo site, with 55 acres
of exhibits and 30.2 acres of surface parking lots as the dominant land uses. The zoo’s
conservation areas, including for California Condors, occupy 3.25 acres. Approximately 32
acres of the zoo campus is undeveloped, supporting a mix of non-native woodland and native
habitats, such as chaparral and scattered oak trees. The current zoo contains approximately
1,259,930 square feet of development, including 208,762 square feet of visitor-serving
facilities; 50,000 square feet of administration buildings; 936,540 square feet of animal care
and exhibit space; and 8,000 square feet of service buildings. Approximately 14,400 square

10
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feet of the zoo is dedicated to food and beverage service and 7,300 square feet is dedicated to
retail. Ten different botanical gardens and groves occur throughout the zoo.
Internal zoo service facilities are located throughout the campus. Staff support services and
other administrative uses are found south of the Entry Plaza. The Gottlieb Animal Health and
Conservation Center is situated in a visitor-restricted area in the upper western reaches of the
campus. An additional service area is located at the zoo’s northern boundary, immediately
west of Condor East.
Existing Animal Exhibits
The zoo’s existing exhibits house animal species from all over the world, from the coastal cliffs
of California to the remote Mahale Mountains of Tanzania. Species are organized by a
combination of taxonomic, zoogeographic, and bioclimatic exhibits. The taxonomic exhibits—
which group animals by classification—include the flamingo exhibit, the World Aviary,
L.A.I.R., and Hoof-Stock. The zoogeographic exhibits—in which animals are grouped by
geographical area of origin—including Australia, North America mixed exhibits, Africa mixed
exhibits, Asia mixed exhibits, and South America mixed exhibits. Bioclimatic exhibits—which
organize species according to the climates they inhabit—include Rainforest of the Americas,
Elephants of Asia, Campo Gorilla Reserve, Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains, and Red
Ape Rainforest.
Overview of Existing Features
As noted above, the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Garden as currently developed is neither
the original 1966 zoo as designed by Charles Luckman Associates, nor is it an updated facility
from any particular period. Rather, it is a mixture of animal exhibits, visitor-related
amenities, and service facilities dating from the mid-1960s to the present. As such, the zoo
represents an evolution in approaches to zoo design and the displaying of animals in captivity
over a half century. It also contains some unique remnants of the 1915 Selig Zoo. The table
below provides an overview of the main features that are currently extant in the Project Area.
[For maps of Existing Zoo Land Use & Circulation and Existing Zoo Buildings, see Figures
3 and 4 below.]
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Existing Features in the Project Area 3
Feature

Description

Date

Administration
Building

One-story building containing administrative offices for the
Los Angeles Zoo and GLAZA.

1966
(expanded c.
1975; GLAZA
addition c. 1990)

Angela Collier World
of Birds Theater

Two-story theater venue presenting a showcase of avian
behavior.

2013

Australia House
(Ahmanson Koala
House)

One of the first nocturnal exhibits with a reverse light cycle
(dark during the day) so visitors could view the creatures
during their active time.

1981
(renovated in
1995)

Botanical Gardens

Gardens and groves throughout the zoo site with more than
7,000 individual plants representing over 800 different
species; the zoo also serves as a repository for exotic or rare
plants, one of 62 Plant Rescue Centers in the nation.

1966

California Condor
Rescue Zone

Educational interactive play space for children located in the
Children’s Discovery Center.

2005

Campo Gorilla Reserve Open-air environment with trees, brush, flowers, grassy areas, 2007
climbing rocks, waterfalls, and a shady retreat for two groups
of western lowland gorillas.
Children’s Discovery
Center

Two-story facility adjacent to the Entry Plaza; includes
classrooms, an auditorium, and education and volunteer
offices.

2005

Chimpanzees of the
Mahale Mountains

Exhibit with boulders, palms trees, an artificial termite
mound, waterfall, and a tall rock ledge, which is home to one
of the largest troops of chimpanzees in the United States.

1998

Circulation Plan

Interior circulation system of internal pathways and roadways 1966
used by both visitors and zoo staff, accommodating
(with
pedestrians, trams and service vehicles.
modifications
from 2002 to
2016)

Commissary Building

Part of the original service building complex (including the
Hospital and Maintenance buildings) designed by Charles
Luckman Associates; now used as an animal care workspace.

1966

Elephants of Asia

Sprawling open-air exhibit including the Wasserman Family
Thai Pavilion and four separate and connected yards which
provide habitat space for four Asian elephants.

2010

Entry Plaza

Complex including the main gate, ticketing and guest
2005
relations, restaurants, retails shops, and the monumental Zoo
marquee

Francois’ Langur
exhibit

Animal exhibit featuring an elevated viewing platform and
artificial trees.

2008

3 This list is not comprehensive but is intended to provide a sense of the range and diversity of the zoo’s existing features.
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Feature

Description

Date

Gottlieb Animal Health Building complex, including animal medical treatment rooms, 2002
and Conservation
clinical laboratories, and an animal commissary.
(renamed in
Center
2006)
Hexagonal buildings/
structures

Hexagonal-roofed buildings and structures which are
repeated throughout the zoo site and accommodate a variety
of uses (information, vending, refreshments, restrooms,
mechanical equipment, picnic tables, open shade structure).

Hospital Building

Part of the original service building complex (including the
1966
Commissary and Maintenance buildings) designed by Charles
Luckman Associates; now used as an animal care workspace.

Jaguar Exhibit

This exhibit was constructed as an addition to Rainforest of
the Americas.

2015

L.A.I.R.

Two large buildings containing 49 exhibits of over 60
different species of amphibians, invertebrates and reptiles
from around the world.

2012

Maintenance Building Part of the original service building complex (including the
Hospital and Commissary buildings) designed by Charles
Luckman Associates; now used as an animal care workspace.
Parking Lot

1966

1966

Main parking area just east of the zoo campus—composed of a 1966
north lot and south lot divided by Crystal Springs Drive
(renovated 2010)
Western Heritage Way—containing 2,345 spaces for zoo
visitors and staff.

Pit-and-Moat Exhibits Amoeba-shaped pit with an animal display area surrounded
by an open moat; used for larger animals.

1966

Rainforest of the
Americas

Immersive exhibit with a variety of tropical habitats—from
forest treetops to the rivers— for a diverse mix of rainforestdwelling species.

2014

Red Ape Rainforest

Orangutan exhibit with a large climbing platform and a
behind-the-scenes living complex with an open-air group
room and six heated night rooms.

2000
(renovated in
2015)

Roundhouse Exhibits

Central hexagonal space with a wood-slat roof surrounded by 1966
a circular cage of chain-link fencing, typically containing 2-3
exhibits plus support spaces; used for smaller animals.

Selig Zoo Sculptures

Four concrete lion sculptures that were restored and installed
in 2009; remnants of the 1915 Selig Zoo which originally
displayed fifteen elephant and lion sculptures by Italian
sculptor Carlo Romanelli at its main entrance.

1915
(installed in
current zoo
2009)

Sea Life Cliffs

Aquatic habitat with a replicated rocky cove, beach area, and
saltwater pools with above- and below-water views of harbor
seals and sea lions.

2005

Tom Mankiewicz
Carousel featuring 66 hand-carved and hand-painted wooden 2011
Conservation Carousel animals, many of which represent endangered species; named
for the Hollywood screenwriter and former GLAZA chairman.
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Feature

Description

Date

Treetops Terrace

The Zoo’s theme building designed by Charles Luckman
Associates; its twin spires originally served as a beacon and
wayfinding feature visible throughout the zoo. Its spires have
since been removed, and its roof canopy cut back on the east
side to accommodate the adjacent carousel.

1966

Winnick Family
Children’s Zoo

Features a petting zoo stocked with domesticated animals, as
well as an outdoor amphitheater and indoor interactive
learning center.

2001

World Aviary

70,000-square-foot aviary opened with the original zoo in
1966 and later expanded; today it is one of the largest and
most immersive aviaries in the world, incorporating multiple
waterfalls, pools, and other water features to showcase
various species of birds from around the world.

1966



These features date from the original 1966 plan, designed by Charles Luckman Associates.
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FIGURE 3. Existing Zoo Land Use & Circulation

Wood Environmental & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc.
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FIGURE 4. Existing Zoo Buildings

Wood Environmental & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc.

16

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles

Historical Resources Technical Report

4.

REGULATORY SETTING

4.1 Historical Resources Under CEQA
CEQA requires that environmental protection be given significant consideration in the
decision-making process. Historical resources are included under environmental protection.
Thus, any project or action which constitutes a substantial adverse change on a historical
resource also has a significant effect on the environment and shall comply with the State
CEQA Guidelines.
When the California Register of Historical Resources was established in 1992, the Legislature
amended CEQA to clarify which cultural resources are significant, as well as which project
impacts are considered to be significantly adverse. A “substantial adverse change” means
“demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration such that the significance of a historical
resource would be impaired.”
CEQA defines a historical resource as a resource listed in, or determined eligible for listing,
in the California Register of Historical Resources. All properties on the California Register are
to be considered under CEQA. However, because a property does not appear on the California
Register does not mean it is not significant and therefore exempt from CEQA consideration.
All resources determined eligible for the California Register are also to be considered under
CEQA.
The courts have interpreted CEQA to create three categories of historical resources:
•

Mandatory historical resources are resources “listed in, or determined to be eligible
for listing in, the California Register of Historical Resources.”

•

Presumptive historical resources are resources “included in a local register of
historical resources, as defined in subdivision (k) of § 5020.1, or deemed significant
pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (g) of § 5024.1” of the Public Resources
Code, unless the preponderance of the evidence demonstrates that the resource is not
historically or culturally significant.

•

Discretionary historical resources are those resources that are not listed but
determined to be eligible under the criteria for the California Register of Historical
Resources. 4

To simplify the first three definitions provided in the CEQA statute, an historical resource is
a resource that is:
•

4

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register);

League for the Protection of Oakland’s Architectural and Historic Resources vs. City of Oakland, 52 Cal. App. 4th
896, 906-7 (1997).
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•

Determined eligible for the California Register by the State Historical Resources
Commission; or

•

Included in a local register of historical resources.

Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines (CCR, Title 14, Chapter 3) supplements the statute
by providing two additional definitions of historical resources, which may be simplified in the
following manner. An historical resource is a resource that is:
•

Identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting the requirements of
Public Resources Code § 5024.1(g);

•

Determined by a Lead Agency to be historically significant or significant in the
architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social,
political, military, or cultural annals of California. Generally, this category includes
resources that meet the criteria for listing on the California Register (PRC § 5024.1,
Title 14, CCR, § 4852).

The fact that a resource is not listed in, or determined eligible for listing in, the California
Register, not included in a local register of historical resources, or not deemed significant
pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (g) of § 5024.1, does not preclude a lead agency
from determining that the resource may be an “historical resource” for purposes of CEQA.
Properties formally determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
are automatically listed in the California Register. Properties designated by local
municipalities can also be considered historical resources. A review of properties that are
potentially affected by a project for historic eligibility is also required under CEQA.

4.2 Historic Designations
Historic resources may be designated at the federal, state, and local levels. Properties located
in the City of Los Angeles can be listed in the National Register of Historic Places, listed in
the California Register of Historical Resources, and/or designated as a City of Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monument. In order for a property to qualify for historic listing or
designation, it must meet one or more identified criteria for evaluation. The property must
also retain sufficient historic integrity to evoke the sense of place and time with which it is
historically associated.
National Register of Historic Places
The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) was authorized by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 to serve as an authoritative guide to the nation’s historic places
worthy of preservation. 5 The National Register Program is administered by the National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.

5

36CFR60 § 60.2.
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To be eligible for listing and/or listed in the National Register, a resource must possess
significance in American history and culture, architecture, or archaeology. Listing in the
National Register is primarily honorary and does not in and of itself provide protection of a
historic resource. The primary effect of listing in the National Register on private owners of
historic buildings is the availability of financial and tax incentives. In addition, for projects
that receive Federal funding, a clearance process must be completed in accordance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Furthermore, state and local
regulations may apply to properties listed in the National Register.
The criteria for listing in the National Register follow established guidelines for determining
the significance of properties. The quality of significance in American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and
objects:
A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or
B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or
D. That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history. 6
Historic Significance
As defined by the National Park Service, historic significance is “the importance of a property
to the history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture of a community, state, or the
nation.” 7 It is achieved in several ways:
•

Association with important events, activities or patterns

•

Association with important persons

•

Distinctive physical characteristics of design, construction, or form

•

Potential to yield important information

A property may be significant individually or as part of a grouping of properties.

6

36CFR60 § 60.3. Criterion D addresses potential archaeological resources, which is outside the scope of this report.
Department of the Interior, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the National Register
Registration Form (Washington D.C.: National Park Service, 1997), 3.

7 U.S.
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Integrity
In addition to meeting any or all of the designation criteria, eligible properties must also
possess historic integrity. Historic integrity is the ability of a property to convey its
significance and is defined as “the authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by
the survival of physical characteristics that existed during the property’s historic period.” 8
The National Register recognizes seven aspects or qualities that comprise integrity: location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. These qualities are defined
as follows:
•

Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where
the historic event took place.

•

Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and
style of a property.

•

Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.

•

Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic
property.

•

Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people
during any given period in history or prehistory.

•

Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular
period of time.

•

Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property. 9

California Register of Historical Resources
The California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) is an authoritative guide to the state’s
significant historical resources. For a property to be considered eligible for listing in the
California Register, it must be found to be significant under at least one of the following four
criteria:
1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or the United
States; or
2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California or national
history; or

8
9

National Register Bulletin 16A, 4.
U.S. Department of the Interior, National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation (Washington D.C.: National Park Service, 1995), 44-45.
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3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of
construction or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values; or
4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or
history of the local area, California or the nation. 10
For integrity purposes, a resource eligible for listing in the California Register must retain
enough of its historic character or appearance to be recognizable as a historical resource and
to convey the reason(s) for its significance. It is possible that a resource lacking sufficient
integrity for listing in the National Register may still be eligible for the California Register.11
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments
The City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Ordinance, enacted in 1962 and amended in 2018,
allows for the designation of buildings and sites as individual local landmarks in the City of
Los Angeles, known as Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCMs).
Section 22.171.7 of Article 1, Chapter 9, Division 22 of the City of Los Angeles Administrative
Code defines a Historic-Cultural Monument as “any site (including significant trees or other
plant life located on the site), building or structure of particular historic or cultural
significance to the City of Los Angeles.” A proposed Monument may be designated by the City
Council upon the recommendation of the Cultural Heritage Commission if it meets at least
one of the following criteria:
1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;
2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or
local history; or
3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect
whose individual genius influenced his or her age. 12
Designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument is “reserved for those resources that have a
special aesthetic, architectural, or engineering interest or value of a historic nature.” 13 For
integrity purposes, a resource eligible for local designation should retain enough of its historic
character or appearance to convey the reason(s) for its significance.

Criterion 4 addresses potential archaeological resources, which is outside the scope of this report.
California Office of Historic Preservation, Technical Assistance Series #6, California Register and National
Register: A Comparison (for purposes of determining eligibility for the California Register), (Sacramento, CA:
California Department of Parks and Recreation, 2011).
12 Los Angeles Administrative Code (LAAC) Article 1, Chapter 9, Division 22; Added by Ordinance No. 178,402,
effective 4-2-07; Amended by Ordinance 185,472, effective 4-28-18.
13 City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, “Historic-Cultural Monuments:
What Makes a Resource Historically Significant?”, accessed August 2019,
https://preservation.lacity.org/commission/ what-makes-resource-historically-significant.
10
11
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Historic Districts
Standard preservation practice evaluates collections of buildings, structures or other features
from similar time periods and historic contexts as historic districts. The National Park Service
defines a historic district as “a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites,
buildings, structures, or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical
development.” 14 A historic district derives its significance as a single unified entity.
According to the National Park Service, “a district can comprise both features that lack
individual distinction and individually distinctive features that serve as focal points. It may
even be considered eligible if all of the components lack individual distinction, provided that
the grouping achieves significance as a whole within its historic context. In either case, the
majority of the components that add to the district's historic character, even if they are
individually undistinguished, must possess integrity, as must the district as a whole.”
Examples of districts include business districts, college campuses, large estates, farms,
industrial complexes, residential areas, and rural villages. 15
Resources that have been found to contribute to the historic identity of a district are referred
to as district contributors. Properties located within the district boundaries that do not
contribute to its significance are identified as non-contributors.

14
15

“National Register Bulletin 15,” 5.
“National Register Bulletin 15,” 5.
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5.

ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens was evaluated using eligibility criteria and
integrity thresholds for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and the California
Register of Historical Resources, and for designation as a City of Los Angeles HistoricCultural Monument. Research, field inspection, and analysis are based upon guidance from
the National Park Service, the California Office of Historic Preservation, and the City of Los
Angeles Office of Historic Resources for evaluating potential historic resources. Site visits
were conducted on July 30th and August 27th, 2019 to examine and document the existing
conditions of the Project Area.
This report was prepared using sources related to the history and development of the Los
Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens and the surrounding area, including:
•

Historical photographs and aerials

•

Historical maps

•

Historical building permits

•

Historical newspaper articles

•

Original zoo plans by Charles Luckman Associates (1964)

•

Various published histories relating to earlier zoos in Los Angeles, the development of
Griffith Park, and the establishment of the current Los Angeles Zoo

•

Previous surveys and evaluations of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens,
including the Griffith Park Historic-Cultural Monument Application (2008)

•

Field inspection of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens

•

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan project and environmental documents

Research, field inspection, and analysis were performed by Paul Travis, AICP, Managing
Principal; and Kari Fowler, Senior Preservation Planner, both of whom are qualified
professionals who meet or exceed the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification
Standards.
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6.

SITE HISTORY

The Project Site now occupied by the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Garden was historically
part of Rancho Los Feliz. In 1776, Corporal José Vicente Feliz was part of a group of soldiers
and families led by Juan Bautista de Anza to colonize what would become San Jose. During
this 1,200-mile trek, the Anza party followed the Los Angeles River along the eastern
boundary of what is now Griffith Park, camping along a bend in the river “probably at what is
now the John Ferraro Soccer Fields in the northeasternmost part of the park” before
continuing north into the San Fernando Valley. 16 In 1787, Feliz was appointed comisionado
of the newly-founded Pueblo de La Reina de Los Angeles, giving him the powers of mayor
and judge. As payment for his services to the King of Spain, in 1795 the Spanish Governor
Pedro Fages awarded Feliz 6,647 acres of land, approximately one and one-half square
leagues, just outside the pueblo. Christened Rancho Los Feliz, this property stretched from
the Cahuenga Pass on the west, to the Los Angeles River on the east and north, and well into
the flatlands on the south, encompassing the present-day community of Los Feliz and what is
now Griffith Park. 17 As noted by Griffith Park historian Mike Eberts:
Rancho Los Feliz was said to be among the loveliest and most profitable in
southern California. Its location along the river added to its value. Its location
just north of the pueblo was convenient. And it has hills and flatlands, making
it desirable both for its scenery and its agricultural potential. 18
Under Doña Verdugo, Feliz’ widow, the rancho was used to graze cattle. In 1839, Verdugo
secured the rancho’s water rights, and in 1843, she successfully petitioned the Mexican
government for a confirmation of her title to Rancho Los Feliz. Over time, portions of the
rancho were sold off, particularly in the south. 19 Following the Mexican-American War and
the secession of California to the United States, the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
ensured that existing land grants would be honored. Thus, as required by the Land Act of
1851, a claim for Rancho Los Feliz was filed with the Public Land Commission in 1852. In
1871, the grant was finally patented to Maria Ygnacia Verdugo de Feliz, providing outright
title to the ranch lands. 20
Ultimately in 1882, some 4,071 acres of Rancho Los Feliz were acquired by Colonel Griffith
Jenkins Griffith. It is not known exactly how much he paid for the property, but he soon began
to restock the land with livestock, including Berkshire pigs, Holstein cows and General Crook
horses. At one time he reportedly had 6,000 sheep, 50 horses and 150 dairy cows on the

Mike Eberts, Griffith Park: A Centennial History (Los Angeles: Historical Society of Southern California, 1996), 11.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 12.
18 Eberts, Griffith Park, 13.
19 The lands of Rancho Los Feliz changed hands multiple times during this period; however, sources differ as to who
owned what extent of land and for how long.
20 Doña Verdugo had married into the Verdugo family after the death of Feliz.
16
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rancho. He also grew corn on the property and hunted in the rugger interior for wildcats and
jackrabbits with his hounds. 21

Plat of the Rancho Los Felis, 1866. (MR P01-163)

During the 1880s, Griffith opened a short-lived ostrich farm on the site where the Griffith
Park merry-go-round would eventually be located. The farm was named for Dr. Sketchley,
who provided the ostriches from South Africa. Patrons accessed the site via the Ostrich Farm
Railway, which ran between the Los Angeles River today’s Crystal Springs Drive. The farm
eventually grew into a menagerie that included foxes, owls, hawks, cockatoos, moneys,
badgers and raccoons, making it one of many animal-oriented tourist attractions of the
period. 22 Also during this period, Los Angeles experienced a real estate boom and Griffith
profited by selling off portions of his land holdings, including the area that now comprises the
community of Silver Lake. 23
The land boom of the 1880s was followed by a bust, and Griffith was unsuccessful in selling
off certain portions of his land for development. In 1890, he approached the Los Angeles City
Council with an offer to sell the City 100 acres for use as a city park, at a price of $750 an acre;

Eberts, Griffith Park, 35, 37.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 10, 22-23.
23 Eberts, Griffith Park, 21.
21

22
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the City Council declined. 24 Then on December 16th, 1896, Griffith donated 3,015 acres—or
approximately three quarters of his Rancho Los Feliz estate—to the City for the establishment
of what would be one of the largest urban parks in the country. 25 The park was subsequently
named in Griffith’s honor. Despite being owned by the City of Los Angeles, Griffith Park was
not within city limits until this area was annexed in 1910. 26

Map of Griffith Park, surveyed 1897.

The extent of Griffith Park at this time included what would become the site of the current
Los Angeles Zoo campus. However, the flatlands to the east between the hillsides and the Los
Angeles River were outside the original park boundaries. These flatlands were part of a 351acre plot of land known as Griffith Reservation, which was still owned by Col. Griffith and
remained undeveloped. 27 In contrast to the interest brewing on the south side of the park, the
park’s northern end facing Burbank was largely remote and inaccessible. These flatlands
remained unimproved until 1911 when Griffith’s son Van, created an airfield on the site. 28
Eberts, Griffith Park, 23.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 3-4.
26 Eberts, Griffith Park, 42.
27 Los Angeles Almanac; E. J. Stephens and Marc Wanamaker, Images of America: Griffith Park (Charleston, South
Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 20.
28 Griffith’s airfield was located near the bend in the Los Angeles River—where the Los Angeles Zoo parking lot, Autry
Museum of the American West, Ventura-Golden State Freeway interchange, and John Ferraro Soccer Fields are
today.
24
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Van Griffith was a serious aviator at a young
age, and by 1910 had turned his attention to the
business of aviation. 29 Upon securing a fiveyear lease for 100 acres of Griffith Reservation,
the land was rolled and cleared, and the
original Rancho Los Feliz adobe was converted
into a clubhouse for the Aero Club of California.
The flying field itself was a mile long, between
1,000 and 2,500 feet wide, and unpaved. The
airfield—known alternately as Griffith Aviation
Park, Griffith Park Aerodrome, and Griffith
Park Field—officially opened on May 12th,
1912. 30 The younger Griffith had plans to build
a grandstand atop a 50-foot-high natural
terrace in order to host monthly air shows for
the general public. However, while it was used
by local aviation pioneers like Glenn L. Martin,
it did not grow to become the local hub of flight
he had envisioned. 31 The airfield was
abandoned around 1916. 32
Following Col. Griffith’s death in 1919, Van
Griffith carried out his father’s wishes that the
Griffith Reservation land become part of
Griffith Park. Because this was some of the
flattest land in the original rancho and situated
Griffith Park Airfield, 1934. (Special Research
Collections, UCSB)
along the Los Angeles River, it had greater
value per acre than anything the elder Griffith had given to the City. 33 Despite this, Van
Griffith opposed proposals to sell the property for development, instead arranging for the City
to acquire the land from the Griffith Family Trust at forty percent below market value. 34 The
land was officially added to Griffith Park in May of 1921.
At this time, much of the land was still occupied by the abandoned airfield, with the remaining
acreage leased to a company that grew sugar beets. 35 Soon after acquiring the property, the
City’s park board bought out the sugar beet growers and demolished the original rancho
adobe in preparation for developing a golf course on the site. 36 However, in 1924, Major
Eberts, Griffith Park, 113.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 114.
31 Eberts, Griffith Park, 114-115.
32 Eberts, Griffith Park, 116.
33 Eberts, Griffith Park, 86.
34 “Griffith Park,” Historic-Cultural Monument Application, prepared by ICF Jones & Stokes, April 19, 2008, 24.
35 Eberts, Griffith Park, 86.
36 Eberts, Griffith Park, 86, 114.
29

30

28

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles

Historical Resources Technical Report
Corliss C. Moseley applied for a permit to lease the airfield for use by the 115th Observation
Squadron, 40th Division Air Service of the California National Guard. While some in the Park
Department opposed the plan, insisting that park lands should be dedicated to recreational
use, the City Council voted in favor of resurrecting the airfield and ultimately appropriated
$10,000 in construction funds for this purpose. The revived Griffith Park Airfield opened on
January 25th, 1925. 37
During the Depression the Works Progress Administration (WPA) completed various
improvement projects in Griffith Park. In 1937, the WPA funded the construction of a ninehole golf course on the former Griffith Reservation lands, just south of the airfield; it was
named in honor of President Franklin Roosevelt. 38 In 1938, following in major flood that
caused the Los Angeles River to overflow its banks, the Army Corps of Engineers began a
massive project to transform the river from a naturally-flowing waterway into a concretelined flood channel. 39 Los Angeles park commissioners had begun divesting itself of the lands
along the riverfront in the early 1920s, granting a perpetual easement and right-of-way to the
Los Angeles County Flood Control district along the river through Griffith Park.
The Griffith Park Airfield finally closed in 1941. 40 The closure was a long time in coming, as
there had long been concerns over interference with the approaches at Grand Central Air
Terminal across the river in Glendale, as well as opposition from the City Planning
Commission that the military airport violated the terms of Griffith's deed for the park.
Ultimately, with World War II looming, the 115th was activated and sent to Paso Robles. The
last National Guard flights out of Griffith Park were in 1942. 41 Today, there is no known
physical evidence of aviation in Griffith Park on the site. The only reminder is the name
Beacon Hill for a peak which used to have a beacon for the planes. 42
Following World War II, with thousands of American service members returning home, the
region was experiencing a massive housing shortage. As the shortage became a crisis, Los
Angeles County’s public housing authority was in search of sites to build temporary housing
using Quonset huts, and the former Griffith Reservation land was appealing for a number of
reasons:
The former National Guard Airfield in Griffith Park was an obvious site for
temporary veterans housing. It was broad and flat. It was connected to
water, gas and sewer lines. The state owned two empty hangars there. And
there were no neighbors to complain. 43

Eberts, Griffith Park, 117.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 155.
39 Stephens and Wanamaker, Griffith Park, 63.
40 Sources vary as to when the airfield officially ceased operation, sometime between 1939 and 1942.
41 Eberts, Griffith Park, 118.
42 Eberts, Griffith Park, 119.
43 Eberts, Griffith Park, 239.
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Map of Griffith Park, 1937. (Federal Writers’ Project, Works Progress Administration
Collection, LAPL)
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Thus, by early 1946, plans were being drafted for a massive temporary housing project for
veterans and their families on the former airfield site. One of the hangars would be turned
into a school, the other a supermarket. Living quarters would be Quonset huts, each
accommodating two families, and arranged in neat rows like tract homes along a residential
street. The project was politically very popular and strongly supported by the mayor. The Park
Commission unanimously granted its permission for immediate use of the site, first for 1,500
housing units (750 Quonset huts), with the possibility of increasing it to 5,000 units—a
potential community of 20,000 people. While it never expanded to that extent, it would be
the region’s largest veterans’ housing project by far. The development, named Roger Young
Village, was built in approximately two months and dedicated on April 27th, 1946. 44 By 1952,
the housing crisis had eased and public support for public housing on park land had waned.
Rodger Young Village finally closed on March 14, 1954. 45 There is no known physical evidence
remaining of Roger Young Village on the site.

Roger Young Village in Griffith Park, c. 1950 (White’s Studio, Shades of L.A. Collection, LAPL)

The late 1950s sees the start of a radical transformation of the northeastern part of Griffith
Park. In 1957, the Golden State (I-5) Freeway was completed through the flatlands along the
park’s eastern edge. This was followed in the early 1960s with the construction of the Ventura
(SR-134) Freeway along the northern edge of the park. Together, these two projects
completely cut Griffith Park off from the river and “undid the park’s historically pre-existing
physical relationship to the Los Angeles River, a significant component of Griffith Park
44
45

Eberts, Griffith Park, 239-245.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 248.
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history as it relates to Los Angeles.” 46 Along with the earlier channelization of the river, these
massive engineering projects fundamentally changed the character of the east end of Griffith
Park. 47
It was also in 1957 that Los Angeles voters overwhelming passed a bond measure to fund a
new world zoo. After consideration of a number of possible sites, the northeastern end of
Griffith Park was finally selected and approved as the location for Los Angeles’ new zoo in
1962. Redevelopment of this site necessitated the demolition of the existing Roosevelt Golf
Course. According to Luckman’s 1964 plans for the zoo, by this time there was only one minor
structure and one roadway remaining on the site, both of which were removed as construction
of the zoo commenced. There is no known physical evidence remaining of the Roosevelt Golf
Course on the site.

46

“Griffith Park,” Historic-Cultural Monument Application, 41. Note that the Griffith Park Historic-Cultural
Monument nomination uses the year 1957 as the end date of the park’s period of significance.

47

Eberts, Griffith Park, 250.
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7.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

7.1 SurveyLA Contexts & Themes
Since the completion of SurveyLA, properties located within the City of Los Angeles are
typically evaluated utilizing the framework provided by the Los Angeles Citywide Historic
Context Statement (HCS). The HCS was developed as part of SurveyLA and provides guidance
for identifying and evaluating historic resources throughout the city. However, as the Los
Angeles Zoo is a singular resource within the city, no applicable context/theme/property type
combinations (CTPs) were developed by SurveyLA to guide the evaluation of this property.
Thus, this report has developed the following narrative which describes the development of
the Project Area within the context of zoo history in the Los Angeles area, and within the
context of the development of Griffith Park. The purpose of this narrative is to provide
guidance for evaluating the historic significance of the Project Area, and for determining its
eligibility for listing or designation according to established criteria and integrity thresholds.

7.2 Development Narrative
Early Los Angeles Zoos
Eastlake Zoo (1885-1912)
The Los Angeles area’s first zoo was the city-owned Eastlake Zoo, opened in 1885 in East Los
Angeles Park (later renamed Lincoln Park). Eastlake Park was one of the city’s first public
parks, established in 1881 along Mission Boulevard on land donated by John Strother Griffin.
By the turn of the 20th century, the park was home to a number of tourist attractions,
including a man-made lake, extensive gardens, a hot sulphur bathworks, and an Indian crafts
exhibition. The zoo portion of the park also featured an alligator farm and an ostrich farm,
making it the first permanent animal-oriented attraction in the Los Angeles area. However,
this early zoo was soon regarded as highly inadequate, and in 1901 the Los Angeles Times
described the its animal quarters as “anything but satisfactory.” The zoo was closed in 1912
and its fifteen animals transferred to a new city-owned zoo in Griffith Park. 48
Selig Zoo/Zoo Park (1915-1940)
A few years after the closing of the city’s Eastlake Zoo, the privately-owned Selig Zoo opened
next door. Owned and operated by silent film pioneer William Selig, the Selig Zoo originated
as a combination movie studio and wild animal farm which housed a variety of exotic animals
for use in his jungle and adventure films. The Selig Polyscope Company had produced some
of the first movies featuring wild animals, and as such its film production studio was
frequented both by actors working on movies at the studio as well as animal trainers from
48

Los Angeles Almanac, “The Late, Great Animal Amusements of Los Angeles County,” accessed July 2019, http://
www.laalmanac.com/environment/ev702.php#selig.
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around the world. 49 The wild animal park originally occupied East Los Angeles Park’s old
Indian Exposition Building at Mission Road and Selig Place. However, Selig’s menagerie soon
outgrew this building as he amassed one of the largest animal collections in the country. At
over 700 animals, it was promoted as “the largest collection of wild animals in the world.” 50
In addition to making his animals available for rent by other filmmakers, Selig realized he
could make money putting them on display. The Selig Zoo opened to the public on June 20th,
1915.
Located at 3800 N. Mission Road, the new attraction featured an elaborate entrance graced
by a series of fifteen concrete elephant and lion sculptures designed by Italian sculptor Carlo
Romanelli. In its first six months the zoo attracted 150,000 visitors—this at a time when Los
Angeles had a population of just half a million—and was soon attracting some 300,000
visitors a year. 51 However, despite the zoo’s success, Selig’s film business fell into decline, and
by 1918 Selig Polyscope was insolvent. By 1925, Selig could no longer afford to operate the
zoo and he sold the property. Some of his animals were donated to the Griffith Park Zoo, while
many were sold to the property’s new owners.
The zoo would remain in operation on this site for the next fifteen years, changing names and
ownership multiple times. In 1925, the zoo was reopened under new ownership and renamed
Luna Park Zoo, which closed in 1931. The zoo was briefly operated as Los Angeles Wild Animal
Farms before being taken over by the non-profit California Zoological Society in 1932 and
christened the California Zoological Gardens. In 1936, the California Zoological Gardens is
renamed Zoopark. Throughout this period, the zoo continued to derive its primary income
from renting performing animals to the film industry. Some of its animal residents achieved
fame, such as Nissa the leopard from the 1938 Cary Grant/Katharine Hepburn film Bringing
Up Baby, and Jackie the lion, one of MGM’s iconic roaring lions.

Zoopark entrance, 1939. (Burton O. Burt, WPA Collection, LAPL)

Daniella Carson, “A Colorful History of the Los Angeles Zoo,” Los Angeles Magazine, November 24, 2014.
Carson, “Colorful History;” Los Angeles Almanac.
51 Los Angeles Almanac.
49
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However, by 1938 income from film rentals had
dwindled. This—combined with a devastating flood
that swept away animals, cages, and jungle sets—
ensured the zoo’s demise. The California Zoological
Society began selling off its animal collection, said
to be worth $1 million. However, with some
animals ultimately facing starvation, Zoopark
officially closed in 1940. Many of the remaining
animals would be relocated to the Griffith Park
Zoo. 52 The facility would operate throughout the
1950s as the Lincoln Amusement Park. The zoo’s
grand entrance on Mission Road remained in place
throughout the property’s various incarnations. In
the early 1960s, showing signs of decay and neglect,
Lincoln Amusement Park entrance, 1962. (Los
the concrete animal sculptures were finally Angeles Herald Examiner Photograph
removed from their pedestals and placed in Collection, LAPL)
storage. In 2000, they were rediscovered and ten were eventually restored. In 2009, seven of
these sculptures were installed at the Los Angeles Zoo. 53
Griffith Park Zoo (1912-1966)
The idea for a zoo in Griffith Park dates back to the origins of Griffith Park itself. Griffith Park
is named for its benefactor, Colonel Griffith J. Griffith, who on December 16th, 1896, donated
3,015 acres of his vast estate for what he envisioned as the largest and greatest city park in the
world. Griffith declared this donation—the biggest public gift the City has ever received—was
his Christmas gift to the people of Los Angeles. 54 Born in Glamorganshire, South Wales,
Griffith emigrated to the United States in 1865, and accumulated a vast personal fortune in
California gold mine speculation. In 1882, he settled in Los Angeles and purchased a 4,071acre portion of Rancho Los Feliz, which stretched northward from the boundaries of the
Pueblo de Los Angeles. His enormous gift, equal to five square miles, was to be given to the
city without conditions; although Griffith, and later his son Van Griffith, would have much
influence over its eventual development. 55 From the beginning, the elder Griffith’s vision for
the park included a zoo. As he declared in an 1898 article in the Los Angeles Herald, “Another
feature of this great park should be a zoological garden. The native animals of this state alone
present a great variety, which would be a study of vast scientific interest.” 56
Despite Griffith’s enthusiasm, a zoo would not be established in his namesake park until 1912.
Situated approximately two miles south of the zoo’s current location, the Griffith Park Zoo
Carson, “Colorful History.”
Los Angeles Almanac.
54 Eberts, Griffith Park, 3-4.
55 “Griffith Park,” City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, accessed July 2019, https://www.laparks.
org/griffithpark.
56 Los Angeles Herald, July 5, 1898, as quoted in Eberts, Griffith Park, 135.
52
53
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was created on the site of the former Griffith & Sketchley Ostrich Farm. 57 The zoo started
small, with just a few pens and cages and an odd assortment of mostly former circus animals:
The main part of the zoo was a short walk up a path into a shallow ravine. It
had wire cages and other enclosures for lions, monkeys, bears, wolves,
coyotes, leopards and tigers. Col. Griffith was a daily visitor. He fed the
animals and knew many of them by name. 58
With the closure of the Eastlake Zoo that same
year, all fifteen of its animals were transferred to
the new Griffith Park Zoo, a move that was seen
as just a “preliminary step towards the
acquirement of the greater zoological gardens
planned for the city.” 59 Park Superintendent
Frank Shearer was a strong supporter of this
move. Back in 1910 he told a reporter, “Los
Angeles can have one of the greatest zoos in the
world and Griffith Park in my opinion is the place
for it.” Shearer’s vision for a Griffith Park zoo was
forward-looking, with an emphasis on animals of
the Pacific Coast set in naturalistic exhibits “so
Griffith Park Zoo sign, no date. (Wally Gerhardt,
artful the animals wouldn’t quite realize they
UC Irvine Special Collections)
were being penned in.” 60 While original plans
called for the new zoo to have $10,000 to spend acquiring animals, these plan proved overly
ambitious and ultimately the city council provided just $2,000 to move the animals from the
Eastlake Zoo. Other animals came from the estate of railroad builder Frank Murphy, who had
kept his own private zoo that included antelope, mountain lions, foxes, monkeys, peacocks,
bobcats and deer. 61
The fledgling zoo was very rudimentary. A pedestrian beltway wound through a series of pens
and cages. Initially, many of the animals—wolves, monkeys and even some cats—were
enclosed in stockades composed of welded wire encircling groups of trees. Bears and larger
cats had a more natural-looking enclosure, consisting of three “caves” set into a steep hillside.
In 1914, an aviary, bear pits, and additional cages were constructed by a crew of 1,200
unemployed men, and in 1916 the Park Commission allocated $1,500 to erect suitable
paddocks for deer, elk, antelope and buffalo. 62

Los Angeles Almanac.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 135-136.
59 Carson, “Colorful History.”
60 Eberts, Griffith Park, 136.
61 Eberts, Griffith Park, 136-137.
62 Eberts, Griffith Park, 137-138.
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Almost from its inception, the new cityowned zoo was seen as small, crude,
and inadequate for the animals.
Sanitation issues led to sewage from the
zoo spilling into the Los Angeles River.
During World War I, in an ill-conceived
attempt to compensate for wartime
meat shortages, the City Council
refused funding for beef for the meateating animals and the zoo substituted
horse meat. This led to the death of
many zoo animals, including some of its
big cats. 63 Both Col. Griffith and his
son, Van Griffith, expressed their
preference for a much larger zoo
Animal enclosures at the Griffith Park Zoo, 1964. (Steve
Young, Valley Times Collection, LAPL)
elsewhere in the park. Van Griffith was
particularly critical of the little zoo on the east side of the park, calling it “shamefully
neglected,” and declaring that “the zoo of any large park is its strongest attraction.” 64
Following Col. Griffith’s death in 1919, Van Griffith became the park’s primary developer and
most vocal promoter. He became a park commissioner in 1925, just as a new city charter was
implemented that guaranteed more funding for the park system. 65 Van Griffith used his new
position to advocate for moving the city zoo to Vermont Canyon, next to the proposed Greek
Theater, as part of his larger vision to shift the center of park activity to its south-facing slopes.
However, this proposal was opposed by residents of the Los Feliz neighborhoods just below
the park. By this time, other park commissioners were also expressing alarm at the zoo’s
dilapidated condition, as it was becoming widely agreed that something needed to be done. 66
However, it was not until the Depression and the availability of federal funds that the Griffith
Park Zoo saw any improvements. Beginning in 1935, the Works Progress Administration
(WPA)—a federal assistance program designed to put unemployed Americans to work—
brought skilled workers and artisans to Griffith Park to complete several projects, including
the constructing of additional paddocks, new lion and bear grottos, and other buildings at the
zoo. 67 The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)—another public work relief program that
focused on the conservation of natural resources—also completed several projects in the park
during this period. However, by the late 1930s, the National Park Service required that a
master plan be completed for Griffith Park before it would qualify for any further CCC
projects. Thus, the Parks Department hired nationally-known landscape architect Ralph D.
Stephens and Wanamaker, Griffith Park, 36.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 134-135, 137-138.
65 “Griffith Park,” Historic-Cultural Monument Application, prepared by ICF Jones & Stokes, April 19, 2008, 23.
66 Eberts, Griffith Park, 138.
67 “Griffith Park,” Historic-Cultural Monument Application, 41.
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Cornell to develop the 1939 Griffith Park Master Plan. Despite having just recently been
remade by the WPA, Cornell issued a scathing evaluation of the existing zoo tucked into
Ostrich Canyon, calling it “entirely inadequate and quite untenable” to meet its current needs,
let alone future expansion. Cornell continued:
It is subject to erosion in a degree that cannot be corrected or controlled
within reasonable limits. It is shut in by encroaching canyon walls and cannot
expand except as it may cling precariously to adjoining slopes. Viewed from
an unbiased perspective it would seem that it either should be abandoned or
moved to a more congenial setting. 68
Cornell proposed grouping recreational amenities together on the flatlands around the park’s
edges, while leaving the steeper, middle portions of the park untouched. 69 Regarding a new
zoo, he proposed a rolling 50-acre site on the east side of the park, fairly close to where a new
zoo would be built some 27 years later. 70
By the 1940s, zoo-bashing had become a popular pastime for Los Angeles residents.
Particularly in the prosperous and development-minded postwar years, Angelenos had little
respect for its quant little zoo, and began clamoring for a grand new zoo. This notion would
culminate in voters approving a generous bond measure, providing the city with a mandate
to construct a zoo Los Angeles could be proud of. 71 The Griffith Park Zoo would remain open
until August 1966 when its animals could be transferred to the new facility. Today, extant
remnants of the “Old Zoo”—including faux-stone caves and metal cages—make for a popular
picnicking spot within the park.

Bear Grotto at the Griffith Park Zoo, no date.
(www.friendsofgriffithpark.org)

Lion and her cub at the Griffith Park Zoo, 1946.
(Valley Times Collection, LAPL)

Eberts, Griffith Park, 167.
“Griffith Park,” Historic-Cultural Monument Application, 34.
70 Eberts, Griffith Park, 167.
71 Eberts, Griffith Park, 300-301.
68
69

38

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles

Historical Resources Technical Report
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens
Planning for a New Zoo
The current Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens is the third zoo to be owned and operated
by the City of Los Angeles, and the fourth zoo to serve the city. The origins of this zoo go back
as early as 1954, when then Los Angeles mayor Norris Poulson publicly articulated the
sentiments of many Angelenos who felt they deserved a zoo worthy of the great American city
Los Angeles had become. As Mayor Poulson put it: “Certainly the city of Los Angeles needs a
zoo that can be a credit to it, not like the one we have today.” Various proposals were floated
throughout the 1950s, including a 1955 plan to erect a new zoo and a major league baseball
stadium at Chavez Ravine. 72 However, this plan was quickly dismissed over concerns that
noise from nighttime ballgames would be disruptive to the animals.
Finally, in 1957, voters were asked to consider a proposal to build a massive new “world zoo,”
representing exotic species from all over the globe. Proponents promised it would also be the
“biggest zoo in the world.” The bond issue passed with 82% of the vote, thereby providing
$6.6 million for a new zoo. 73 With this vote, one issue had been resolved: Angelenos wanted
a bigger and better zoo. However, the battles were just beginning, as nearly all other matters
regarding the new zoo would be fought over, and sued over, for the better part of the next
decade. The two most fundamental issues surrounding the push for a new zoo—where it
should be located, and who should run it—would become increasingly contentious and
political. Each twist and turn of the new zoo saga played out on the front page of local
newspapers, and the zoo became a prime issue in the 1961 mayoral race between Norris
Poulson and Sam Yorty. 74
As for who should run the new zoo, the City was in favor of the non-profit Zoological Society
of Los Angeles (later Friends of the Zoo). The plan was for the city to build the zoo on public
park land, designed to the Society’s specifications, and then turn the zoo over to the nonprofit to operate. By late 1958, the city’s Recreation and Parks Commissioners were ready to
approve a contract with the Friends of the Zoo, but by early 1959 the plan began to draw
criticism that “the city was about to build a facility with $8 million in taxpayer indebtedness
and hand it over to a private organization, which was then going to charge admission for an
attraction that had always been free in Los Angeles.” Not only that, the citizenry would lose
free use of one of its largest parks in the process. However, as the Los Angeles Times noted,
all the great zoos were publicly owned but privately managed. Despite the controversy, by the
end of 1959 the City had signed a contract for the Friends to operate and manage the new zoo
under a 50-year lease. 75 The contract was soon challenged in court, with a Superior Court
judge finding that it violated a provision of the City Charter stipulating that only the

Eberts, Griffith Park, 302-303.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 303. Other sources indicate the bond was for $8 million.
74 Eberts, Griffith Park, 226.
75 Eberts, Griffith Park, 303-305.
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Recreation and Parks Department could operate recreation and park facilities within the city.
However, this decision was overturned on appeal, and in December 1961, the city’s contract
with the Friends of the Zoo was reinstated. Thus, while the new zoo’s operating entity had
finally been decided, the location was as unsettled as ever. 76
Both the City Council and the Zoological Society of Los Angeles had preferred to have the zoo
in Chavez Ravine, which had become available after the voters’ rejection of public housing
there. However, by December 1957 Chavez Ravine was no longer available as it had been
promised to Walter O’Malley, who was moving his Brooklyn Dodgers west. Alternately, the
City proposed building the zoo in Elysian Park, but this would mean taking over much of the
city’s second-largest park. 77 In 1960, a $50,000 study by the Stanford Research Institute
considered eight potential zoo sites, including Griffith Park, and concluded that Elysian Park
was indeed the best site, but that the zoo would only require a small portion of the parkland. 78
Other experts, including Ralph D. Cornell, disagreed with the report’s finding, insisting that
Elysian Park was too steep and hilly and would require extensive earthmoving; thus the City
“would have to spend a lot more money or get a lot less zoo than originally planned.” 79 Still
other proposed sites included Robert Jessup Park in Pacoima, preferred by Mayor Poulson
because the park was mostly flat. George Hjelte, general manager of the Department of
Recreation and Parks, and the Recreation and Parks Commission, were in favor of expanding
the existing Griffith Park Zoo. At one point, even singer and actor Roy Rogers offered to run
the new zoo and an adjoining western town.

Charles Luckman Associates conceptual zoo site plan, 1963. (Courtesy of the Los
Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens)

Eberts, Griffith Park, 306-308.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 303.
78 “New L.A. Zoo in 1963 Seen; Elysian Park Favored as Site,” Los Angeles Times, June 24, 1960; Eberts, Griffith
Park, 306.
79 Eberts, Griffith Park, 306.
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In 1962, the Recreation and Parks Commission hired the architectural firm Charles Luckman
Associates to develop a preliminary zoo master plan, with three sites still in contention:
Griffith Park, Elysian Park, and Jessup Park. Ultimately, the matter of the zoo’s location
would be settled by Luckman’s $9,700 report, which identified the site of the Roosevelt Golf
Course in Griffith Park as the best place to establish the Los Angeles World Zoo. The selection
of the Griffith Park site was endorsed by the board of directors of the Chamber of Commerce.
Finally, on July 23rd, 1962, approval of the Griffith Park site was officially granted by a 12-2
vote of the City Council. 80 Almost immediately, new opposition rose up against the Luckman
report, particularly from those opposed to the loss of the golf course. In response, the
Recreation and Parks Commissioners would eventually rebuild the Roosevelt golf course on
a 56-acre site in Vermont Canyon. 81
Building the New Zoo
By the time the zoo’s location and operator were settled, there was less money available to
actually build the zoo. Tamping down expectations from the start, a 1963 Los Angeles Times
article said the new facility “will not be the biggest or the finest zoo in the United States, as its
proponents once asserted. It will only be an expansion of Griffith Park Zoo.” Donald G. Davis,
director of the Cheyenne Mountain Zoological Park near Colorado Springs, Colorado, was
brought in to answer questions about zoo development until a superintendent could be
named. The Cheyenne zoo was ranked 10th in the United States at the time; according to
Davis, “the new Los Angeles zoo would not rank nearly as high.” 82 Also around this time, the
private, non-profit Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association (GLAZA) was created to support the
new zoo. GLAZA took on the tasks of recruiting volunteers, training docents, publishing a
member magazine called Zoo View, and raising additional funds. 83
According to early contracts with Charles Luckman Associates, the new zoo was expected to
cost $5,290,000 to build, leaving the city with approximately $300,000 to $400,000 to
purchase animals. 84 Luckman’s challenge as an architect was to stretch his budget as far as
possible while keeping his designs open-ended enough that additions would be simple and
logical, and also to complete something quickly that the public could visit. In May 1963,
Luckman made a presentation to Mayor Yorty’s newly-appointed World Zoo Advisory
Committee, unveiling his plans for the new zoo. Regarding its overall organization, Luckman
explained, the animals would be grouped by geographical area of origin. The advantage of this
approach is that it allows visitors to see a variety of animals from the same country or region
together in a similar setting. It also allows animal enclosures to be designed more
naturalistically to more closely approximate the area’s native habitat. Thus, zoo patrons can

“Choice of Zoo Site Endorsed by Chamber,” Los Angeles Times, August 15, 1962; Eberts, Griffith Park, 308-310.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 309-311.
82 Dewey Linze, “Early Planning Begins for L.A. World Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, June 23, 1963.
83 Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan: 2028 and Beyond, no date, 10.
84 Linze, “Early Planning.”
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experience what appears to be African landscape, for example, with both birds and mammals
that might co-exist in such an environment within a single enclosure. 85

Los Angeles Zoo under construction, with the main entrance and Children’s Zoo
at the far right, 1965. (Valley Times Collection, LAPL)

As Luckman noted, this organizational framework emphasized “maximum public
participation and education” and represented a dramatic break with traditional zoo design.
Earlier zoos were built to facilitate the maintenance of the animals. 86 Traditionally, animals
were organized according to classification, so that all monkeys would be grouped together, or
all big cats. This approach made the care of the animals simpler and more efficient, as keepers
could specialize in a particular class of creatures. Additionally, this system would allow
visitors to make easy comparisons of similar creatures that may come from regions thousands
of miles apart, such as an Asian elephant and an African elephant. However, by the 1960s this
approach was seen as outdated, and the emphasis has shifted away from efficiency toward the
best possible visitor experience. As noted in a promotional brochure produced by the
Recreation and Parks Department, “The amusement, education and convenience of the
visitors is the primary consideration.” 87 There were a few instances in which Luckman’s plans
called for using the classification approach, such as in grouping birds together in an aviary,
or reptiles in a separate building.
Great care was taken to create the most interesting views of the animals, while placing the
functional aspects of the zoo out of sight of visitors. Metal bars and wire cages would be

“Zoo to Show Animals in Natural Habitats; Architect presents Drawings for Center to Be Developed in Part of
Griffith Park,” Los Angeles Times, May 18, 1963.
86 “Zoo to Show Animals.”
87 “Zoo: It’s Coming! The Greater Los Angeles Zoo,” City of Los Angeles, Recreation and Park Department, c. 1965.
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avoided wherever possible in favor of more naturalistic settings. Larger animals would be
displayed in open areas surrounded by moats to separate them from visitors, with only low
perimeter fencing that would allow of unobstructed views. Additionally, each exhibit would
be on two levels, standard eye level and an upper level where animals could be viewed from
above. 88 As described in the City’s brochure:
Moats and barriers will be utilized instead of fences and cages, permitting
intimate views of all specimens from safe positions on surface walks. Bridge
spans will provide exciting panoramas of the exhibit areas. Service areas are
to be shielded from view and the feeding, care and maintenance of zoo
inhabitants will be handled from screened areas. 89
While plans called for the zoo to eventually
span over 200 acres, the first phase developed
just 65 acres at cost $1,250,000. Construction
on the first phase began in early 1964 and
included a three-acre children’s zoo, a 28-acre
parking lot, a Modernist main entrance, an
inside-the-zoo picnic area, an administration
building, and a service yard that would
eventually become the location of a hospital,
commissary and maintenance building. The
main part of the zoo would be built in the
Children’s Zoo, 1965. (Gordon Dean, Valley Times
second phase, including the various
Collection, LAPL)
continental areas surrounding a central Theme
Building. This phase was originally estimated to cost around $4 million. 90 However, in August
1964 the City Council appropriated an additional $1 million to account for rising costs and for
the construction of thirteen alternate facilities “which designers say would place the project
high among the zoos of the world.” 91 The budget for phase two had now risen to $6,694,000.
The contract to build this phase of the project, which covered more than 80 acres, was
awarded to Montgomery Ross Fischer Inc., and construction began in September 1964. Given
the amount of squabbling and political wrangling it had taken to get to this point, it was
perhaps unsurprising that it rained at the ground-breaking ceremony, some seven years after
voters first approved a bond issue for the project. 92

“Zoo Structures Rising in Griffith Park Area,” Los Angeles Times, July 28, 1965; Henry Sutherland, “After 30 Years,
$10 Million Zoo Opens Today,” Los Angeles Times, November 28, 1966; “Zoo to Show Animals.”
89 “Zoo: It’s Coming!”
90 “Approval of Plans for Zoo Expected Thursday,” Los Angeles Times, December 17, 1963; Eberts, Griffith Park, 311;
“Zoo to Show Animals.”
91 “Council May Appropriate Another $1 Million for Zoo,” Valley News, August 11, 1964.
92 “Action on the Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, August 16, 1964; “Bids for 2nd Phase of Zoo to be Opened,” Los Angeles
Times, June 28, 1964; Art Berman, “Animals Are Coming and L.A. Zoo Is Nearly Ready,” Los Angeles Times,
January 13, 1966; Eberts, Griffith Park, 311.
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Los Angeles Zoo under construction, 1966. (Los Angeles Times Collection, UCLA)

Compared with the long, drawn-out battles that led to this moment, the construction of what
was now being called the Greater Los Angeles Zoo went fairly quickly. 93 The Children’s Zoo—
with its stock of young animals—officially opened to visitors on March 29th, 1965, while the
rest of the zoo site was still raw ground stripped of its vegetation. 94 By July of that year, most
of the structures had been built and phase two of the project was 65% complete. 95 In early
1966, the City’s Recreation and Parks Commission appropriated an additional $700,000 to
the project in order to finance a peripheral transportation system, animal acquisition
program, and other vital items. 96 Also at this time, Volz Construction Co. of Santa Monica was

Eberts, Griffith Park, 313.
Notes accompanying aerial view of zoo site, March 27, 1965, Valley Times Collection, Los Angeles Public Library.
95 “Zoo Structures Rising.”
96 “Fund Provided to Assure Zoo Opening,” Los Angeles Times, February 18, 1966; “Commission to Study Miniature
Bus Plan,” Los Angeles Times, April 15, 1966.
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awarded the contract to build what was called the Theme Building (now Treetops Terrace).
As described by the Los Angeles Times:
The spectacular building to house the Zoo restaurant will have twin pagodatype towers 105 feet high and a surrounding lake with bridges and satellite
structures. Designed by Charles Luckman and Associates, it will carry out and
accent the architecture of the entire zoo. The roof alone will contain 160,000
board feet of lumber supported by 12 huge laminated beams. The cost of this
phase of the construction will be $239,000 and completion is scheduled for
October. 97
The old Griffith Park Zoo finally closed on August 16th, 1966 so that the animals could be
transferred to the new facility. 98 Getting over 2,000 animals to the same place at the same
time was a quite a feat, whether they were coming across the Pacific Ocean or just taking the
two-mile trip from the Old Zoo. Among the more unique experiences: the assistant zoo
director’s wife and three children drove from Oregon with 27 rattle snakes in the back of their
station wagon; the cross-country transport of five giraffes by truck required a route with
hundreds of miles of detours to avoid tunnels and low bridges; and the chief keeper coaxed
the elephants out of their enclosure one early morning, stood them in a straight line joined
trunk-to-tail, and led them on a leisurely elephant walk through Griffith Park to their new
home. 99
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo (1966present)
After several postponements, the
Greater Los Angeles Zoo opened on
Monday, November 28th, 1966, before
a crowd of 2,500. The zoo was opened
to the public immediately following a
dedication ceremony attended by
Mayor Sam Yorty, and various
politicians and civic dignitaries. The
new zoo would be owned by the City of
Los Angeles and operated by the City
Recreation and Parks Department,
with aid and support from the Greater
Los Angeles Zoo Association. 100

Los Angeles Zoo on opening day, 1966. (Los Angeles Times)

“Volz to Build Theme Center at LA Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, March 20, 1966.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 311.
99 Stephens and Wanamaker, Griffith Park, 64; Eberts, Griffith Park, 312.
100 “Dedicate Greater LA Zoo Monday,” Long Beach Independent Press-Telegram, November 26, 1966; Los Angeles
Zoo Guide Book (Los Angeles: The Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association, 1968), 96; Sutherland, “After 30 Years.”
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Upon opening, the new facility was
considered
a
state-of-the-art
zoological facility spanning 110
acres with room for expansion. This
included a decidedly Modern-style
main entrance consisting of a
reflecting pool with lily pads and an
outcropping of boulders; wide, low
entrance steps; a canted white
stucco wall with “Los Angeles Zoo”
in simple, affixed metal lettering;
and a series of flag poles. Buildings
housing guest amenities—such as
information, vending, concessions,
Los Angeles Zoo main entrance, no date. (Security Pacific
and restrooms—featured hexagonal
National Bank Collection, LAPL)
roofs with exposed wood beams
and outriggers, and stucco walls. Other similar hexagonal-roof structures were open to
provide shade and picnic seating. Additional facilities included an administration building; a
back-of-house service complex with a hospital, animal commissary, and maintenance
building; a 3,200-car surface parking lot; and the already-open Children’s Zoo. 101
Large animals were displayed in “pit-and-moat” exhibits, amoeba-shaped pits with an animal
display island in the center surrounded by an open moat. These displays were organized by
continent—North America, South America, Australia, Africa and Eurasia. Certain species
were houses in dedicated facilities by classification, such as the aviary, aquatics, and reptile
sections. The aviary section featured 32 individual structures, including a massive flight cage
heavily planted with trees, shrubs, flowers and vines, and landscaped with waterfalls and
pools for wading birds. The aquatic section was composed of six exhibit enclosures with large
pools. 102 And the reptile building, with over 200 exhibits viewed from the outside through
glass windows, was said to be the largest of its kind in the United States. 103 Smaller animals
were typically displayed in “roundhouses”—consisting of a central hexagonal space with a
wood-slat roof surrounded by a circular cage of chain-link fencing, typically with two or three
separate exhibits. Roundhouse exhibits (sometimes called “plazas”) were often situated in
clusters along the perimeters of the zoo site. 104 The entire zoo complex could be traversed on
foot or by open-air zoo trams with distinctive striped awnings trimmed with fringe. The zoo’s
Theme Building drew particular interest. Although its interior was unfinished at the time of
the zoo’s opening, the structure still dominated the center of the continental area. Its twin
hexagonal spires stood 105 feet tall, were painted gold, and contain 496 windows. According
Los Angeles Zoo Guide Book; Sutherland, “After 30 Years;” “Zoo Structures Rising;” Eberts, Griffith Park, 311.
“New Los Angeles Zoo Opens,” Chino Champion, November 16, 1966; “Zoo Structures Rising.”
103 “Animals Are Coming;” “Zoo Structures Rising.”
104 Stephens and Wanamaker, Griffith Park, 39.
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to a zoo spokesman, “the exotic design [was] intended to suggest both Africa and Eurasia
although it is representative of neither.” 105 The Theme Building was originally intended to
house a restaurant, but only the exterior shell was ultimately constructed.

Page from Charles Luckman Associates original zoo plans showing a concentration of roundhouse exhibits
and hexagonal buildings/structures serving a range of uses, 1964. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens)

Upon its inauguration, the zoo had an animal population of over 2,200 representing over 500
species, making it the fifth-largest zoo in the U.S.” 106 The zoo exhibited a wide array of
mammals, birds and reptiles, but not fish or amphibians. 107 At the time, the animal collection
was seen as only the beginning, with plans to ultimately expand the zoo’s holdings to some
5,000 animals. 108 The Greater Los Angeles Zoo was also notable as the ﬁrst major zoological
park in the United States to establish a no-feeding policy in order to safeguard the health and
well-being of the animals. 109

“Theme Building Turned Over to LA Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, November 27, 1966; Sutherland, “After 30 Years.”
Sutherland, “After 30 Years;” “Animals Are Coming;” Eberts, Griffith Park, 311.
107 Los Angeles Zoo Guide Book, 5.
108 “New Los Angeles Zoo Opens.”
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When all was said and done, the new zoo cost the citizens of Los Angeles $10 million.
Operating costs were expected to be met by income from admission charges and concessions.
While the old Griffith Park Zoo had been free for most of its existence, the new zoo charged
an admission fee of $1 for adults and 50 cents for children twelve to fifteen, with children
under twelve admitted free. 110 Despite the many difficulties of the preceding years, the
opening of the new Greater Los Angeles Zoo was met with great enthusiasm and relief. On
opening day, an editorial in the Los Angeles Times declared, “Los Angeles today rids itself of
the unenviable distinction of being the only major city in the world without a major zoo.” 111
The zoo continued to acquire animals at a brisk pace for the first its few years of its existence.
In 1967, a pair of three-month-old polar bear cubs—Bruno and Sweetheart—arrived at the
Zoo. Sweetheart would go on to set a longevity record for polar bears in captivity. The zoo also
acquired a pair of extremely rare Arabian oryx, establishing one of its most successful
breeding programs. 112 By 1968, the zoo was exhibiting more than 3,300 animals, including
837 mammals representing 196 species; 1,900 birds of 520 species; and 575 reptiles of 225
species. 113 Also in 1968, the City’s Recreation and Parks Department completed a new master
plan for Griffith Park. Unlike Cornell’s more circumspect plan of the 1930s, the new plan was
bold and ambitious. 114 In addition to making virtually all areas of the park accessible by
automobile, and a large-scale water reclamation project, the 1968 master plan proposed
various new or improved facilities. Among these, the plan called for expanding the recentlyopened Greater Los Angeles Zoo to 270 acres, 50 acres of which would be for additional
parking. Other proposed zoo improvements included an African veldt scene, an underground
museum, and a zoo research center and library. 115

Los Angeles Zoo, no date. (Security Pacific National Bank
Collection, LAPL)

In the 1970s, the zoo upgraded a
number of its animal exhibits and
added a few new ones, including
“Monkey Island” and a wooded wolf
exhibit. The zoo also expanded its
purview to include plants as well as
animals. By 1974, the zoo had
planted some 153,000 new plants,
including 350 protected varieties. In
fact, until the late 1970s docents told
visitors that the plant collection was
as valuable as the animal collection.
This aspect of the zoo’s mission went

“Greater Los Angeles Zoo Opens,” Valley Times, December 1, 1966; Sutherland, “After 30 Years.”
“At Last We Have a Major Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, November 28, 1966.
112 LA Zoo website
113 Los Angeles Zoo Guide Book, 96.
114 Eberts, Griffith Park, 230-232.
115 Eberts, Griffith Park, 234-236.
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a long way toward establishing the new facility as a serious institution. 116 Also during this
period, the zoo welcomed two new residents. In 1970, an African-born black rhinoceros
named Twinkletoes delivered the first rhinoceros calf born in California. In 1977, the world’s
first gorilla baby delivered by Caesarian section was born; weighing in at 5 pounds, 2 ounces,
he was named Caesar. 117 But perhaps just as exciting, in 1972, the Greater Los Angeles Zoo
became an accredited member of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA). 118
Despite all the controversy leading to its formation, by the 1980s the Greater Los Angeles Zoo
was considered “one of the nation’s leading city zoos.” It worked to enhance education
opportunities by working with the Los Angeles Unified School district to establish a Magnet
Center for Animal Studies and Biological Sciences, which opened in 1981. 119 Also at this time,
the zoo partnered with the San Diego Wild Animal Park to host the California Condor
Recovery Program in order to bring the bird back from the brink of extinction. 120 This captive
breeding program was established by the Federal government in 1979, when there were just
22 birds left in the wild, and was anticipated to be one of the most expensive and elaborate
endangered species programs ever attempted. 121 In 1983, the Greater Los Angeles Zoo became
home to six California Condors, which needed to be isolated from humans for successful
reintroduction into the wild and thus were kept out of public view. On March 25th, 1990, the
first California Condor chick was hatched at the Los Angeles Zoo. 122
In 1985, the zoo accepted a $3
million grant from the Weingart
Foundation to replace its existing
Children’s Zoo with a new exhibit
displaying the animals of the
American Southwest. By this
time, the Children’s Zoo was
considered
rundown
and
obsolete, and had long lost its
identity as a collection of
domesticated animals suited for
children; instead, it had become a
holding facility for animals the Picnic areas at the Los Angeles Zoo, no date. (Security Pacific
National Bank Collection, LAPL)
zoo didn’t have room for
anywhere else. The Weingart Foundation grant was the most significant financial gift in the
history of the zoo to that point, and would enable the zoo to design a space that was more
Eberts, Griffith Park, 360.
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens, “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens,” accessed July-August 2019,
https://www.lazoo.org.
118 “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens.”
119 Eberts, Griffith Park, 361.
120 “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens.”
121 Roberta A. Jones, “U.S. Established Plan to Preserve Condor,” Los Angeles Times, February 4, 1979.
122 Eberts, Griffith Park, 361.
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imaginative and engaging for visitors, as well as more sensitive to the animals on display. The
new attraction, called Adventure Island, was conceived as a means of educating local visitors
about the animals in their own backyard, a departure from the traditional notion of zoos as a
place to learn about animals from foreign lands. Adventure Island opened in 1989. At a final
cost of $8.8 million, it introduced new technology and innovative education games to the
children’s zoo format, and was touted as putting the Los Angeles Zoo “at the forefront of zoo
design.” 123

Los Angeles Zoo postcard with pit-and-moat bear exhibit in the foreground and Treetops
Terrace in the background, no date. (courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens)

The 1980s was something of a golden era for the zoo, as it placed a number of rare and seldomseen animals on display. 124 In 1982, six Victorian koalas—an endangered species rarely seen
outside of their native Australia—arrived from the Melbourne Zoo. They took up residence in
the new Ahmanson Koala House (a.k.a. Australia House), an innovative exhibit that turned
day into night so that the nocturnal animals would be more active during the zoo’s hours of
operation. The exhibit was so advanced it received a Significant Achievement Award from the
American Association of Zoological Parks & Aquariums. 125 For three months in the summer
of 1984, the Greater Los Angeles Zoo was the temporary home to two giant pandas, Yun Yun
and Ying Xi. On loan from the People’s Republic of China, their visit was timed to coincide

Philipp Gollner, “‘Adventure Island’: Zoo Gets $3-Million Gift,” Los Angeles Times, June 28, 1985; Robert D.
Davila, “Construction of Adventure Island Slated: Aging Children’s Zoo Gives Way to New Exhibit,” Los Angeles
Times, June 21, 1987; Penelope McMillan, “Adventure Island, $8.3-Million Replacement for Children’s Zoo, ReCreates Natural Habitat,” Los Angeles Times, October 25, 1988; “Bids for 2nd Phase;” Eberts, Griffith Park, 362.
124 Eberts, Griffith Park, 353, 360.
125 “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens;” Eberts, Griffith Park, 360.
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with the Summer Olympics, which were being held in Los Angeles that year. The arrangement
was quite a coup for the city, as the pair were two of only five pandas owned by the Peking
Zoo, and among just a dozen captive pandas in all of China. 126 In anticipation of their arrival,
the Zoo erected the $300,000 China Pavilion, complete with air conditioning, to house the
pandas. 127 Over the course of that summer alone, the Greater Los Angeles Zoo would welcome
more than 600,00 visitors. 128 Two years later, China would loan the zoo two equally rare and
unusual golden monkeys, Jing Jing and Mei Mei, who would also reside in the China
Pavilion. 129
Despite its many high-profile successes in the 1980s, by the 1990s the zoo began to attract
criticism once again. It was facing multiple hurdles, including outdated animal housing and
exhibits, and insufﬁcient funding for facility maintenance and capital improvements. In 1992,
zoo director Dr. Warren Thomas resigned. Shortly thereafter, under new director Dr. Mark
Goldstein, a 16-year-old African bull elephant named Hannibal died as he was being prepared
for a move to another facility. 130 The zoo was also being dogged by negative evaluations from
outside consultants, as well as complaints from animal rights groups, including some of the
zoo’s own employees. 131 According to zoo officials, while it was lauded as a trend-setting
zoological park when it opened in 1966, the zoo was poorly designed:
The drainage system often backs up because of design flaws. Exhibits followed
the old menagerie style of a concrete island generally surrounded by a moat.
Chest-high railings were all that kept visitors and their young children from
falling into sometimes 30-foot-deep troughs. Animal waste often
overwhelmed the zoo’s substandard sewage treatment facility and flowed into
the Los Angeles River. And the animal hospital was just a tiny portable
building with no sterile room to conduct surgery. 132
Additionally, the zoo had not kept up with trend toward conservation education and
promotion, which has become a growing factor in maintaining accreditation. In response to
these circumstances, the zoo developed its first comprehensive master plan, entitled Los
Angeles Zoo 2002. Completed in 1992, the plan called for spending nearly $300 million on
sweeping improvements to the zoo’s deteriorating animal compounds and infrastructure over
the next decade. 133
In the mid-1990s, the zoo faced “its greatest opportunity for sweeping change in nearly four
decades.” The passage of Proposition A provided $23 million in bond money for
Jerry Belcher, “Grin, Bear It,” Los Angeles Times, June 29, 1984.
Robert Welkos, “China Animals Bring Out the Beast in Zoo Officials,” Los Angeles Times, August 11, 1984.
128 Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 11; Eberts, Griffith Park, 361.
129 Jack Jones and Penelope McMillan, “L.A. Zoo Finally Gets Own Golden Monkeys,” Los Angeles Times, July 18,
1986.
130 Louis Sahagun, “Activists Blame Drugs in Zoo Death,” Los Angeles Times, June 9, 1992.
131 Eberts, Griffith Park, 390.
132 Joe Mozingo, “Looking Up,” Los Angeles Times, October 16, 1998.
133 Louis Sahagun, “Massive Renovation Plan Proposed for L.A. Zoo;” Los Angeles Times, January 28, 1992; Los
Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 11.
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improvements. However, almost
immediately there was disagreement
over how to best spend the money:
“One faction, which included Director
Goldstein, favored putting most of the
bond money into an on-site veterinary
center, a renovated entrance and
expanded
educational
facilities.
Another faction, which included some
of the zoo keepers, favored putting the
money to work immediately at
improving animal habitats.” To help
establish the zoo’s priorities going
Twin spires of Treetops Terrace, no date. (courtesy of the Los
forward, the City hired the directors of
Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens)
three major zoos as outside
consultants to assess the zoo’s current facilities. Their report, completed in February 1995,
determined that the zoo was “aged beyond its years and in danger of losing its accreditation
[from the AZA] due to deferred maintenance, fractured leadership and lackluster
fundraising.” 134 This damning assessment could not have come as much of a surprise as the
zoo had been suffering from bad press, falling attendance, and dwindling corporate
donations. The situation was so alarming as to spur $1 million in emergency renovations and
repairs. 135
By mid-1995, the Greater Los Angeles Zoo had plans for some $50 million in improvements.
More than half of that sum was to be raised from corporate, charitable and individual
donations through GLAZA. Thus, there was tremendous pressure to spend part of the bond
money quickly to have something to show for it, and thereby bolster attendance and
fundraising. The poster project for the new and improved zoo would be the $15 million Great
Ape Forest, which would be opened in stages, including a new chimpanzee exhibit, a new
orangutan exhibit, as well as a gorilla exhibit and other improvements. 136 In 1996, after having
completed some 530 improvements and correcting many lingering problems, the AZA grants
the zoo a five-year re-accreditation. The following year, the Los Angeles City Council
transferred operation and management of the zoo from the Department of Recreation and
Parks to the newly-created Department of the Zoo and appointed a new General Manager/Zoo
Director. 137
In 1998, the zoo completed an update to its 1992 master plan, creating a road map for
improvements to the zoo moving forward. A capital investment of more than $172 million for
Eberts, Griffith Park, 390-391.
Eberts, Griffith Park, 391.
136 Eberts, Griffith Park, 392-393.
137 Eric Malnic, “Review Officials Reaccredit L.A. Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, September 18, 1996; “Another Advance for
L.A. Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, September 20, 1996; Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 11.
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new construction and infrastructure projects was made possible with funding provided
through voter indebtedness (Propositions A-1, A-2, K, and CC), City monies, and funds raised
by GLAZA. 138 That same year, the zoo debuted its ﬁrst capital project in nearly a decade with
the opening of the $4.75 million Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains exhibit, the first
phase of the zoo’s overhaul of its great ape habitat. This one-acre habitat—with boulders,
palms trees, an artificial termite mound, waterfall, and a tall rock ledge—became home to one
of the largest troops of chimpanzees in the United States. Upon its opening, the new exhibit
was praised by world-renowned primatologist Jane Goodall as one of the ﬁnest chimpanzee
habitats in nation. 139 In a Los Angeles Times editorial urging voters to commit additional
funding to the zoo, Goodall wrote that with the opening of its new chimpanzee exhibit, the
Los Angeles Zoo “reflects what awareness, understanding and caring can do to make animals’
lives in zoos more humane,” and declared recent improvements at the zoo “a testament to
what the Los Angeles Zoo can be.” 140
Capital improvements at the zoo continued at a brisk pace into the new millennium. In 2000
alone, the zoo opened a new snow leopard exhibit, new South America mixed exhibits, and a
new orangutan exhibit called Red Ape Rain Forest. 141 The Red Ape Forest—consisting of
6,000 square feet of open space with a recirculating stream and 20-foot artificial trees for
climbing and swinging—was a vast improvement over the original orangutan exhibit which
kept the animals on the ground, whereas in the wild they spend almost all of their time in
trees. Completed at a cost of $5 million, this project was the second of the zoo’s new great ape
exhibits. 142 It was also around this time that the twin spires of the Theme Building were
demolished, effectively negating the building’s function as a highly-visible wayfinding feature.
On August 16th, 2001, the new Winnick Family Children’s Zoo debuted on the former site of
Adventure Island. The new $3.4 million exhibit featured a petting zoo stocked with
domesticated animals, as well as an outdoor amphitheater and indoor interactive learning
center. 143 The $13.4 million Gottlieb Animal Health and Conservation Center opened in 2002,
replacing the original 1966 animal hospital and commissary. Measuring some 28,500 square
feet, this ultra-modern facility ushered in a “new era in animal care” with innovative animal
treatment rooms, clinical research laboratories, surgical suite with observation area,
quarantine areas, and on-site animal commissary. 144 With all of these improvements
completed, and more in the planning stages, in 2002 the zoo was awarded a ten-year
accreditation as a botanical garden by the American Association of Museums, making it the
Mozingo, “Looking Up;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 12.
Mozingo, “Looking Up;” “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens;” Eberts, Griffith Park, 392-393; Los Angeles
Zoo Vision Plan, 11.
140 Jane Goodall, “Prop. CC—One for the Animals,” Los Angeles Times, October 30, 1998.
141 “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, maps.
142 “Zoo Project to Give Orangutans a Rain Forest Home,” Los Angeles Times, May 25, 1999; Article, no title, Los
Angeles Times, July 9, 2000.
143 Brenda Rees, “Just for Kids at the L.A. Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, August 16, 2001; “Winnick Family Children’s
Zoo,” Los Angeles Times, August 19, 2001; “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens.”
144 Patricia Ward Biederman, “Zoo’s Animals Get Star Treatment,” Los Angeles Times, June 27, 2002; “Winnick
Family Children’s Zoo;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 12.
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only accredited botanical garden in Los Angele County, and one of only two accredited zoos
in the state. In recognition of this achievement, on February 5, 2003, the Los Angeles City
Council approved officially changing the name of the zoo to the “Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens. 145
Not resting on its laurels, the zoo continued to add new improvements. In 2005, the zoo
completed a new nine-acre, $26 million entrance complex, including a new Entry Plaza,
Children’s Discovery Center and Sea Lion Cliffs exhibit. The Children’s Discovery Center
included classrooms, an auditorium, and offices. The new Sea Lion Cliffs habitat (later
renamed Sea Life Cliffs) featured a new saltwater pool for sea lions and harbor seals, which
were formerly kept in a fresh-water exhibit. 146 On November 8th, 2007, the zoo opened its
Campo Gorilla Reserve, providing visitors with up-close encounters with the zoo’s western
lowland gorillas through viewing glass. The new $19 million, one-and-a-half-acre habitat
included grassy rolling hills, rock ledges for climbing, a waterfall cascading into a stream,
little alcoves for refuge from the crowds, and plenty of trees and shrubbery. The new facility
features two separate habitats: one of a family troop, and one for the pair of bachelors. 147
Along with the previously-opened Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains and Red Ape Rain
Forest exhibits, Campo Gorilla Reserve finally completed the zoo’s state-of-the-art great ape
habitat.

Selig Zoo concrete sculptures rediscovered, 2000. (Los Angeles Times)

In 2009, after many years of great effort, the zoo placed on display a series of seven concrete
lion sculptures what had stood at the main entrance of the old Selig Zoo from 1915 until they
were removed and placed in storage in the early 1960s. Back in 2000, then zoo director
Manuel A. Mollinedo expressed interest in locating the sculptures and incorporating them

City of Los Angeles, approved motion re: “Changing the official name of the Los Angeles Zoo to the Los Angeles
Zoo and Botanical Gardens,” February 5, 2003.
146 Patricia Ward Biederman, “L.A. Zoo Changing Its Stripes,” Los Angeles Times, October 30, 2002; “Making the
habitats homey,” Los Angeles Times, June 21, 2005; Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 12.
147 Carla Hall, “Gorillas again in our midst,” Los Angeles Times, November 8, 2007; “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical
Gardens;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 12.
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into a redesign of the Los Angeles Zoo’s main entrance. After months of searching, thirteen
of the original fifteen sculptures were located. Twelve were in storage in Colton after having
been purchased by amusement park owner Larry Davis for $1,200, who said “I’ve always
known they had some historic value to them.” The thirteenth sculpture, a 3,000-pound
elephant, was located in someone’s front yard in Ontario. With both owners agreeing to
donate the artwork to the Los Angeles Zoo, Mollinedo stated “This is probably the best place
for them…I really feel that a bit of the city’s soul is being returned to us.” 148
Originally commissioned by Selig in 1910, the nearly century-old sculptures showed signs of
advanced deterioration and some were severely damaged. The Amerman Family Foundation
gifted $150,000 to GLAZA to cover the cost of their restoration. Art conservator John
Griswold, who would ultimately restore ten of the sculptures over several years, said of the
pieces:
They really are spectacular examples of the art called cast stone…The
amazing thing about the way Romanelli made them, is that they were cast
solid in what appears to be very fluid pours. The granule size was really
uniform throughout the whole body of the animal. For him to get the strength
and uniformity is really virtuoso work. 149
Finally, on May 14th, 2009, seven of these restored sculptures—all lions—were official
unveiled. They were installed in various locations just inside the Los Angeles Zoo’s main
entrance, each set amid lush greenery. As then zoo director John Lewis declared at the time,
“Zoos have been important to Los Angeles for a long time. It was a chance to save some of the
history.” 150 Only four of these sculptures are currently on display. 151
On December 16th, 2010, the new Elephants of Asia exhibit opened to the public. At six-anda-half acres, the new enclosure was more than ten times bigger than the previous exhibit, and
the largest habitat in the zoo’s history. Considered one of the best elephant habitats in North
America, the new exhibit included 3.8 acres of soft natural surfaces, a waterfall and two pools
for bathing, a rolling hillside for climbing, and a 16,600-sqaure-foot paddock for resting. At a
cost of $42 million, it was also the zoo’s biggest project in fifty years. The new habitat almost
didn’t happen, dogged throughout its planning and construction by city delays, protests by
animal rights activists, and a lawsuit. Ultimately, not only did the zoo get a new elephant
habitat for Billy, the zoo’s lone elephant at the time, but it also received two new Asian
elephants—Tina and Jewel—on indefinite loan from the San Diego Zoo. 152

Carla Hall, “Finding new pride in old lions,” Los Angeles Times, May 14, 2009; Sylvia Pagan Westphal, “Concrete
Beasts Will Be the L.A. Zoo’s Keepers,” Los Angeles Times, April 4, 2000; Carson, “Colorful History.”
149 Hall, “Finding new pride.”
150 Westphal, “Concrete Beasts;” Hall, “Finding new pride.”
151 The additional Selig Zoo sculptures remain in storage, some of which have not been fully restored.
152 Carla Hall and Tony Perry, “Company’s Coming: The L.A. Zoo will get two new elephants to go with its new
exhibits,” Los Angeles Times, October 30, 2010; Hector Tobar, “New digs for the big guy,” Los Angeles Times,
November 12, 2010; “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 12.
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Reconstruction of the zoo parking lot was also completed at this time, with permeable
pavement and bio-retention cells helping to prevent polluted run-off from flowing into the
Los Angeles River. 153 The $2.5 million Tom Mankiewicz Conservation Carousel opened in
2011, named for the Hollywood screenwriter and former GLAZA chairman. It featured 66
hand-carved and hand-painted wooden animals, many of which represent endangered
species. A painted mural placed the animals in unsuspected local settings, such as Malibu and
Hollywood. This unique carousel was made possible thanks to a donation from A&M Records
co-founder Jerry Moss and his wife Ann. Instead of the traditional calliope music, the
attraction featured a soundtrack straight from the A&M catalogue, including tracks by the GoGo’s, the Police, and Captain & Tennille. 154 To accommodate the new carousel, the roof
canopy of the adjacent Theme Building was cut back on the east side.
In 2012, the zoo opened a new exhibit called the L.A.I.R. (Living Amphibians, Invertebrates,
and Reptiles). Representing over 60 species, the indoor-outdoor complex contained a variety
of natural environments with hand-painted murals to house various unique and endangered
animals. 155 Two years later, the Rainforest of the Americas exhibit opened, featuring
immersive habitats, lush vegetation and waterways, and specialized animal housing and
support facilities for more than 20 different species, including mammals, reptiles, birds,
insects, and fish. The opening of this exhibit in 2014 marked the final phase the zoo’s master
plan that had guided the implemented of improvements throughout the zoo since 1998. 156 In
2015, the zoo debuted a newly-renovated Red Ape Rainforest—designed to give the animals
more vertical options—as well as a new jaguar exhibit. 157
In 2016, the zoo kicked off the process to develop a new vision plan entitled Los Angeles Zoo
Vision Plan: 2028 and Beyond, which will guide the continued transformation of the existing
facility into a world-class zoo. According to plan documents, the new Vision Plan will touch
every aspect of the zoo, expanding previously undeveloped or underutilized portions of the
zoo property, replacing existing buildings and infrastructure, upgrading animal care facilities,
and improving guest amenities. 158 Unlike previous master plans which have addressed
discrete sections of the zoo, making improvements for one or two species at a time, this Vision
Plan will expand and improve “spaces and services dedicated to the care and welfare of every
animal in our charge,” and dramatically transform “the authenticity of the visitor
experience.” 159 To lead the vision planning process, the zoo has assembled an executive team
comprised of Zoo and GLAZA senior staff, and representatives from the Board of Zoo

“Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 12.
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155 “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 12.
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Commissioners and the GLAZA Board of Trustees. The team is being led by the architectural
design and zoo master planning firm Torre Design Consortium, Ltd. 160
Today, the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens is home to more than 1,400 mammals,
birds, amphibians, and reptiles representing more than 270 different species, of which more
than 58 are endangered. The zoo’s botanical collection includes approximately 7,000
individual plants representing over 800 different species. The zoo is owned and operated by
the City of Los Angeles, with much support from GLAZA. 161 The Zoo receives nearly 1.8
million visitors per year and is one of the city’s top twenty tourist attractions. 162

7.3 Selected Chronology
1795

Rancho Los Feliz is granted to Corporal José Vicente Feliz, encompassing the present-day
community of Los Feliz and what is now Griffith Park.

1871

The land grant for Rancho Los Feliz is patented to Maria Ygnacia Verdugo de Feliz.

1881

East Los Angeles Park is created on donated land along Mission Boulevard; it is one of the
city’s first public parks.

1882

Colonel Griffith Jenkins Griffith acquired some 4,071 acres of the former Rancho Los
Feliz.

1885

The Eastlake Zoo is established in East Los Angeles Park, making it the city’s first zoo.

1896

On December 16th, Griffith J. Griffith bequeaths 3,015 acres to the people of Los Angeles
as a Christmas gift, to be used as a massive public park.

1898

Griffith declares that his namesake park should include a zoological garden.

1901

The Los Angeles Times declares the Eastlake Zoo “anything but satisfactory.”
East Los Angeles Park is renamed Eastlake Park.

1910

Griffith Park is annexed to the City of Los Angeles.

1911

Van Griffith establishes an airfield on Griffith Reservation.

1912

The Eastlake Zoo is closed and its fifteen animals are transferred to a new city-owned zoo
in Griffith Park.
The Griffith Park Zoo opens a few miles south of the zoo’s current location.
Griffith Aviation Park officially opens on May 12th.

1914

An aviary, bear pits, and additional cages are constructed at the Griffith Park Zoo.

1915

The Selig Zoo, owned by movie pioneer William Selig, opens to the public on June 20th.

1916

The Park Commission allocates $1,500 for the Griffith Park Zoo to erect paddocks for
deer, elk, antelope and buffalo.

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 25.
“Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens.”
162 “Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens;” Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan, 79.
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Griffith Aviation Park is abandoned.
1919

Colonel Griffith dies.

1921

Griffith Reservation is purchased by the City of Los Angeles and added to Griffith Park.

1925

Selig is forced to close his zoo and sell the property; it reopens under new ownership as
Luna Park Zoo.
Griffith’s son, Van Griffith, becomes a park commissioner and strong advocate for
improvements at Griffith Park.
The City Council adopts a new city charter which guarantees more funding for the park
system.
A revived Griffith Park Airfield re-opens, now used by the California National Guard.

1931

Luna Park Zoo closes and the zoo operates briefly as Los Angeles Wild Animal Farms.

1932

Los Angeles Wild Animal Farms is taken over by the non-profit California Zoological
Society and renamed the California Zoological Gardens.

1935

The WPA constructs various new buildings and animal enclosures at the Griffith Park Zoo.

1936

The California Zoological Gardens is renamed Zoopark.

1937

The WPA constructs the nine-hole Roosevelt Golf Course just south of the airfield.

1939

Nationally-known landscape architect Ralph D. Cornell completes the Griffith Park
Master Plan, which recommends relocating the existing zoo or abandoning it altogether.

1940

With some animals facing starvation, Zoopark officially closes.

1946

Roger Young Village, a temporary housing project for World War II veterans and their
families, opens.

1954

Roger Young Village closes.

1957

The Golden State (I-5) Freeway is completed through the flatlands along Griffith Park’s
eastern edge.
Los Angeles voters approve a bond measure which provides $6.6 million for a new world
zoo.

1959

The City enters into a contract with the Friends of the Zoo to operate and manage a new
zoo under a 50-year lease.

1960s

The animal sculptures from the Selig Zoo’s grand entrance are removed and placed in
storage.

1960

A $50,000 study by the Stanford Research Institute concludes that Elysian Park is the
best site for the new city zoo.

1961

The City’s contract with Friends of the Zoo is challenged in court but ultimately upheld.

1962

The Recreation and Parks Commission hires Charles Luckman Associates to develop a
preliminary zoo master plan and to select one of three possible zoo locations.
On July 23rd, the City Council officially approves a location in the northeast portion of
Griffith Park as the site for the new Los Angeles World Zoo.
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1963

The private, non-profit Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association (GLAZA) is created to
support the new zoo.

1964

Construction begins on the first phase of the new zoo, including a three-acre children’s
zoo, a 28-acre parking lot, a Modern main entrance, and an inside-the-zoo picnic area.
The City Council appropriates an additional $1 million to the zoo project for the
construction of thirteen alternate facilities.
Construction begins on the zoo’s second phase.

1965

The Children’s Zoo officially opens.

1966

The City’s Recreation and Parks Commission appropriates an additional $700,000 to
finance a peripheral transportation system, animal acquisition program, and other vital
items.
Volz Construction Co. of Santa Monica is awarded the contract to build the central Theme
Building.
The old Griffith Park Zoo finally closes on August 16th.
The Greater Los Angeles Zoo opens to the public on Monday, November 28th, with an
animal population of over 2,200, making it the fifth largest zoo in the U.S.

1967

The L.A. Zoo acquires a pair of three-month-old polar bear cubs—Bruno and Sweetheart—
and two extremely rare Arabian oryx.

1968

The L.A. Zoo has an animal collection of more than 3,300 animals.
The Recreation and Parks Department completes a new master plan for Griffith Park,
which calls for expanding the recently-opened zoo to 270 acres.

1970s

The L.A. Zoo upgrades a number of its animal exhibits and adds a few new ones, including
“Monkey Island” and a wooded wolf exhibit.

1970

Twinkletoes, an African-born black rhinoceros at the L.A. Zoo, delivers the first rhinoceros
calf born in California.

1972

The L.A. Zoo becomes an accredited member of the American Zoo and Aquarium
Association.

1974

The L.A. Zoo has some 153,000 new plants, including 350 protected varieties.

c. 1975

The Administration Building is expanded to the west.

1977

Caesar, the first gorilla to be delivered by Caesarian section, is born at the L.A. Zoo.

1981

The L.A. Zoo partners with the San Diego Wild Animal Park to establish the California
Condor Recovery Program to save the bird from extinction.
The Australia House is constructed.

1982

Six Victorian koalas, a species rarely seen outside of their native Australia, arrive from the
Melbourne Zoo.

1983

The L.A. Zoo becomes home to six California Condors.

1984

Two giant pandas—Yun Yun and Ying Xi— arrive at the L.A. Zoo on loan from China; their
visit is timed to coincide with the Summer Olympics.
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1986

China loans the L.A. Zoo two rare golden monkeys, Jing Jing and Mei Mei.

1988

A new meerkat exhibit is constructed.

1989

Adventure Island opens, displaying the animals of the American Southwest.

1990

On March 25th, the first California Condor chick is hatched at the L.A. Zoo.
The World of Birds Show debuts.
A new tiger exhibit is constructed.

c. 1990

The Administration Building is expanded a second time with an addition to accommodate
offices for GLAZA.

1992

Zoo director Dr. Warren Thomas resigns and is replaced by Dr. Mark Goldstein.
Hannibal, a 16-year-old African bull elephant, dies as he is being prepared for a move to
another zoo.
The L.A. Zoo completes its first comprehensive master plan, entitled Los Angeles Zoo
2002.
Los Angeles County voters pass Proposition A1, which includes $25 million for zoo
improvements.

1993

The tiger exhibit is refurbished, including the addition of a waterfall.

1995

The penguin exhibit closes after several deaths from disease.
A consultant report warns the L.A. Zoo is in danger of losing its accreditation.

1996

After many improvements, the AZA grants the zoo a five-year re-accreditation.
County voters approve Proposition A2, which gives the zoo $12 million.
City voters pass Proposition K, which provides an additional $11 million.

1997

The Los Angeles City Council transfers the zoo’s operation and management to the newlycreated Department of the Zoo and appoints a new zoo director.

1998

The zoo completes an update to its 1992 master plan, creating a road map for some $300
million worth of improvements over the next several years.
The Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains exhibit opens, the zoo’s ﬁrst capital project in
nearly a decade.

2000

Red Ape Rain Forest, a new state-of-the-art orangutan exhibit, opens.
A new snow leopard exhibit opens.
New South America mixed exhibits open.
The twin spires of the Theme Building are demolished, effectively negating the building’s
function as a highly-visible wayfinding feature.
Thirteen of the original concrete animal sculptures from the old Selig Zoo are rediscovered
and donated to the zoo for restoration.

2001

60

The Winnick Family Children's Zoo opens on the former Adventure Island site.
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2002

The Gottlieb Animal Health and Conservation Center opens.
The Zoo receives accreditation from the American Association of Museums.

2003

The L.A. Zoo is officially renamed the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens.

2005

The L.A. Zoo completes a new nine-acre entrance complex, including an entry plaza, the
Children’s Discovery Center, and the Sea Lion Cliffs habitat.

2007

Campo Gorilla Reserve opens which—along with the Chimpanzees of the Mahale
Mountains and Red Ape Rain Forest exhibits—completes the L.A. Zoo’s state-of-the-art
great ape habitat.

2009

Seven concrete lion sculptures from the old Selig Zoo are restored and placed on display at
the Los Angeles Zoo.

2010

The new Elephants of Asia exhibit opens, the largest habitat in the zoo’s history.
The L.A. Zoo parking lot is reconstructed with permeable pavement to reduce run-off.

2011

The Tom Mankiewicz Conservation Carousel opens, named for the Hollywood
screenwriter and former GLAZA chairman.
To accommodate the new carousel, the roof canopy of the adjacent Theme Building is cut
back on the east side.

2012

The L.A. Zoo opens the L.A.I.R. (Living Amphibians, Invertebrates, and Reptiles).

2014

The Rainforest of the Americas exhibit opens, marking the final phase of the 1998 master
plan.

2015

A newly-renovated Red Ape Rainforest opens.
A new jaguar exhibit opens.

2016

The zoo kicks off the process to develop a new Vision Plan, which will touch every aspect
of the existing zoo.

Today

The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens is home to more than 1,400 animals and
7,000 plants. It receives nearly 1.8 million visitors per year and is one of the city’s top 20
tourist attractions.

7.4 Charles Luckman Associates
Charles Luckman, FAIA was born in Kansas City, Missouri in 1909. He received his Bachelor
of Science in Architecture from University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign in 1931. During the
Depression, he worked in the advertising department of the Colgate-Palmolive-Peet company
and later advanced to sales manager of the Pepsodent Company. In 1936, he established a
partnership with Kenneth N. Lind to form Lind & Luckman in Chicago. In 1937, he was
featured on the cover of Time magazine. Beginning in 1943, Luckman worked for Lever
Brothers Company, eventually becoming president. He was instrumental in commissioning
the company’s new headquarters, Lever House (designed by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill), a
major landmark in New York.
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In 1950, Luckman relocated to Los Angeles to form a new professional partnership with his
former University of Illinois classmate, William Pereira. The architectural firm Pereira &
Luckman began as a $15 million-dollar business employing twelve architects. Within five
years, however, the firm had grown into a $500 million-dollar entity with over 400
employees, easily overtaking other regional firms such as A.C. Martin and Welton Becket. The
firm specialized in large-scale projects such as corporate headquarters, hotels, and industrial
properties, primarily in California. Some of the firm’s most significant projects in Southern
California included CBS Television City (1953); multiple J.W. Robinson’s department stores
(1952-58); Disneyland Hotel (1958); Firestone Tire and Rubber Company Headquarters
(1958); IBM corporate headquarters (1958); Marineland of the Pacific (1958); and the Signal
Oil and Gas headquarters (1958). Pereira and Luckman also garnered recognition for their
expertise in urban planning, designing the master plans for Disneyland (1952-53); California
Institute of Technology (1953); Camp Pendleton (1954); the University of California, Santa
Barbara (1958); and the Los Angeles International Airport (1958). Their work was frequently
published in professional journals, particularly in John Entenza’s influential Arts &
Architecture magazine.
Conflicting personalities and professional styles ultimately led to the dissolution of Pereira &
Luckman in 1958. Luckman purchased Pereira’s interest in the company, launching Charles
Luckman Associates. With his new firm, Luckman continued to receive important
commissions throughout the Los Angeles region, including ABC Television Studios (1960);
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens (1964); California Federal Savings and Loan
headquarters (1965); The Forum (1967); Wilshire Federal Building (1970); Los Angeles
Convention Center (1971); and Wells Fargo Company headquarters (1973). His architectural
firm remained active until Luckman’s death in 1998 at the age of 89.
Charles Luckman Associates was hired
by the City of Los Angeles Recreation and
Park Commission in 1962 to develop a
preliminary zoo master plan and to select
on of three possible zoo locations.
Luckman began drafting plans for the
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens
in 1963, completing the plans in 1964. As
described above, it was these plan that
were constructed in 1965 and 1966,
comprising the original Los Angeles Zoo.
Today, many aspects of this plan remain
evident, albeit situated alongside a
Charles Luckman presents concepts for a world zoo in Los
succession of later interventions,
Angeles, 1962. (Valley Times Collection, LAPL)
modifications, upgrades and wholesale
redevelopment dating from the 1970s to as recently as 2015.
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The table below is an inventory of the main features
that comprised the original 1964 Charles Luckman
Associates zoo plan, and their current status in the
Project Area today.
Status of Charles Luckman Associates Features
Feature

Status 163

Circulation Plan

Extant, altered

Main Entrance

Not extant

Roundhouse Exhibits (small animal
exhibits)

Extant, some have
been altered or lost
over time

Hexagonal Buildings/Structures
(information, vending, toilets, etc.)

Extant, some have
been altered or lost
over time

Pit-and-Moat Exhibits (large animal
exhibits)

Extant, some have
been altered or lost
over time

World Aviary

Extant, altered

Reptile House

Not extant

Elephant House

Not extant

Giraffe House

(unknown)

Aquatics Exhibit

(unknown)

Rodent Exhibit

(unknown)

Animal Barn

(unknown)

Prairie Dog Exhibit

(unknown)

Dog and Cat Exhibit

(unknown)

Hen Laying Building

(unknown)

Incubator Building

(unknown)

Children’s Zoo

Not extant

Children’s Seal Exhibit

Not extant

Children’s Bird House

Not extant

Children’s Amphitheater

Not extant

Children’s Rest Area

Not extant

Luckman plan detail of a typical
roundhouse exhibit, 1964.

Luckman plan detail of a typical pit-andmoat exhibit, 1964.

Luckman plan detail of typical hexagon
buildings, 1964.
163

The current status of some original Luckman features could not be confirmed.
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Feature

Status 163

Theme Building (now Treetops
Terrace)

Extant, altered

Lake

Not extant

Pedestrian Bridges

(unknown)

Picnic Area

Not extant

Administration Building

Extant, altered

Hospital Building

Extant, altered

Commissary Building

Extant, altered

Maintenance Building

Extant, altered

Botanical Gardens

Extant, altered

Maintenance Road Tunnels

Extant

Landscaping

Extant, altered

Grading and retaining walls

Extant, altered

Parking Lot

Extant, altered
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8.

HISTORIC ASSESSMENT

8.1 Summary of Previous Evaluations and Designations
The Project Area is not locally designated, nor has it been listed in or determined eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical
Resources.
Griffith Park DPR523 Form
In 1994, a Department of Parks and Recreation Primary Record and District Record were
completed by Christy J. McAvoy for Griffith Park. This form finds Griffith Park “significant
under National Register Criterion A as the largest urban park in the City of Los Angeles, and
more importantly in the United States. The Park, as well as many of its individual features,
has figured prominently in the history of the city. It has provided recreational space for the
community since 1898 and is home to the Los Angeles Zoo, the Griffith Park Observatory,
and the Planetarium. The Park was also regularly used as an unofficial ‘backlot’ for the early
motion picture industry located in nearby Burbank and Hollywood.” A period of significance
for the park was defined as 1896-1944. Griffith Park as a whole was assigned a California
Historical Resource Status Code of 2S2 (“Individual property determined eligible for the
National Register by the Keeper; listed in the California Register”). The Los Angeles Zoo is
identified as a non-contributing feature of Griffith Park, having opened in 1966. A specific
rationale for this evaluation is not provided. However, presumably the Los Angeles Zoo was
not considered a contributing feature because it falls outside the period of significance for
Griffith Park. 164
[For the 1994 DPR forms for Griffith Park, see Appendix C.]
Griffith Park Historic-Cultural Monument
In 2009, Griffith Park was locally designated as Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument No.
942. The HCM application was completed by ICF Jones & Stokes in 2008. The application
defines the period of significance for Griffith Park as 1896-1957. The Los Angeles Zoo is not
described or discussed in the narrative portion of the application, but is identified as “laterera” feature dating from 1966. The accompanying Historic Resources Map—which identifies
36 “historically sensitive resources and areas” throughout Griffith Park—lists the Los Angeles
Zoo as one of several “non-contributing or altered components.” While a specific rationale for
this evaluation is not provided, presumably the Los Angeles Zoo was not considered a
contributing feature of Griffith Park because it falls outside the period of significance.
[For the 2009 LA-HCM nomination for Griffith Park, see Appendix D.]

164

“Griffith Park,” Historic-Cultural Monument Application, prepared by ICF Jones & Stokes, April 19, 2008.
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Historical Resources Inventory
The California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) maintains the California Historical
Resources Inventory (HRI), a database of previously evaluated resources throughout the
state. The latest version of the HRI lists Griffith Park with a status code of 2S2 from 1994.
However, the Los Angeles Zoo is listed with a status code of 6Y from 1994 (“Determined
ineligible for National Register by consensus through the Section 106 process; not evaluated
for California Register or local listing”). This is consistent with the finding of the 1994 DPR
form which found Griffith Park to be National Register-eligible, but the Los Angeles Zoo not
be a non-contributing feature of the Park. 165
SurveyLA
SurveyLA is the City of Los Angeles’ citywide survey of historic resources, conducted in
accordance with the standards and guidelines set forth by the National Park Service and the
California State Office of Historic Preservation, and overseen by the City’s Office of Historic
Resources. The Project Area is located in the Hollywood Community Plan Area (CPA), which
was surveyed between June 2010 and August 2011. However, because the Los Angeles Zoo is
part of Griffith Park—which was already determined eligible for listing in the National
Register and a designated Historic-Cultural Monument at the time of the survey—it was not
resurveyed by SurveyLA.
South Central Coastal Information Center
A records search was conducted on July 17, 2019 at the California Historical Resources
Information System (CHRIS) South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC), housed at
California State University, Fullerton. The records search included a review of known
previous cultural resource studies and previously documented historic or architectural
resources in the Project Area. Information located as part of the records search related to the
Project Area is described above.
[For the formal response from the SCCIC, see Appendix E.]

8.2 Evaluation of Eligibility
The following assessment re-evaluates the buildings, structures, and other features that
comprise the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Garden for potential historic listing or
designation at the federal, state, or local levels. The purpose of this assessment is to determine
if historical resources as defined by CEQA are present in the Project Area.
Assessment of Historic District
The buildings, structures, and other features that comprise the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical
Gardens are considered herein collectively for their eligibility for historic listing or
California Historical Resources Inventory, August 15, 2011. This is the most recent version of the HRI currently
available from the California Office of Historic Preservation.
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designation as a historic district. The National Park Service defines a historic district as “a
significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects
united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development.” 166 That is, a historic
district derives its importance from being a unified entity whose identity results from the
interrelationship of its component parts. The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens consists
of a grouping of functionally-related buildings, structures, and other features that are
intended to operate together as part of a larger collective. The entirety of the zoo campus was
designed and constructed as a single, unified entity by Charles Luckman Associated between
1964 and 1966. The overarching character of the Luckman plan is as a collection of component
features—buildings, structures, open-air exhibits, circulation, landscaping—which function
collectively to create a complete visitor experience. As such, these various components share
in a common purpose to exhibit plants and animals for study, conservation, and the education
of the general public. For these reasons, consideration of the zoo property components
collectively as a potential historic district is the appropriate analytical framework for its
evaluation. 167
Based upon an analysis of the zoo’s historical development, its physical evolution over time,
and a detailed review of its current extant features, this report finds the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens not eligible for historic listing or designation at the federal, state, or local
levels as a historic district. As noted above, the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens was
not the city’s first zoo, nor was it even the first zoo in Griffith Park. Rather, it is the third zoo
to be owned and operated by the City of Los Angeles, and the fourth zoo to serve the city. The
current zoo was predated by the city-owned Eastlake Zoo in East Los Angeles Park (18851912); the adjacent privately-owned Selig Zoo/Zoo Park (1915-1940); as well as the Griffith
Park Zoo, situated approximately two miles south of the zoo’s current location (1912-1966).
Additionally, when the Los Angeles Zoo opened on November 28th, 1966, is was widely
acknowledged that it was not the world-class zoo that had been promised to voters when they
first approved the funding in 1957. At that time, the proposed new zoo was to be a “world zoo,”
representing exotic species from all over the globe, as well as the “biggest zoo in the world.”
However, over the next decade, battles over where the zoo should be located and who should
run it depleted a portion of the funding to build the zoo and expectations were necessarily
curtailed. As noted above, a 1963 Los Angeles Times article said the new zoo “will not be the
biggest or the finest zoo in the United States, as its proponents once asserted.” In response to
widespread disappointment, the City Council appropriated an additional $1 million “which
designers say would place the project high among the zoos of the world.” On opening day, the
Los Angeles Zoo was the fifth largest zoo in the U.S. That is, the Los Angeles Zoo as designed
and built by Luckman between 1964 and 1966 was not considered one of country’s top-ranked
zoos. Rather, it was viewed as a solid foundation for what could become a great world zoo.

166
167

National Register Bulletin 15, 5.
Ibid.
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It is perhaps this perception of the Los Angeles Zoo as an ever-changing and -expanding
facility in pursuit of greatness that explains its physical evolution throughout its 53-year
history. On opening day, the zoo spanned 110 acres with plenty of room for expansion. Indeed,
Luckman’s original plans called for the zoo to eventually span over 200 acres. His designs for
many of the individual buildings and structures were based upon a hexagonal module in order
to make additions and expansions simple and logical. Just as the physical campus was
intended to grow, so were the zoo’s collections of animals and plants. When the zoo opened,
it had an animal population of over 2,200, including a wide array of mammals, birds and
reptiles, but no fish or amphibians. However, this animal collection was seen as only the
beginning, with plans to ultimately expand the zoo’s holdings to some 5,000 animals
representing ever corner of the globe. Indeed by 1968, the zoo was exhibiting more than 3,300
animals.
Because of this ongoing expansion of its animal and plant collections, the zoo’s physical
campus began experiencing alterations and modifications almost from the start. As early as
the 1970s, the zoo upgraded a number of its exhibits and added a few new ones. By 1974, the
zoo had added some 153,000 new plants. In the early to mid-1980s, the zoo constructed the
Australia House and the China Pavilion in order to exhibit some very rare and highly-prized
animals—six koalas and two pandas. Also during this period, the zoo’s original Children’s Zoo
was completely demolished and replaced with a new exhibit displaying the animals of the
American Southwest. These projects were widely regarding as valuable and necessary
improvements to the zoo, and were largely responsible for its newfound reputation as one of
the nation’s leading city zoos. However, these projects were also early deviations from the
original Luckman plan, and represent the start of a trend of replacing original Luckman
features with new, state-of-the-art exhibit spaces and visitor amenities, a trend which
continues to the present.
Such modifications to the zoo’s physical campus not only continued into the 1990s and 2000s
but accelerated dramatically. Most notably, the zoo’s 1992 master plan, as updated in 1998,
called for some $300 million of improvements over the next several years. By this time, the
zoo’s existing facilities were viewed as inadequate, with outdated animal housing and
exhibits, and insufﬁcient funding for facility maintenance and capital improvements. This
updated master plan led to an impressive series of improvements over the succeeding 17 years
which resulted in the remaking of large swaths of the zoo campus. These “recently-completed
projects” (1998 and later) include Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains (1998); Red Ape
Rainforest (2000); Winnick Family Children’s Zoo (2001); Gottlieb Animal Health and
Conservation Center (2002); Entry Plaza (2005); Sea Life Cliffs (2005); Children’s Discovery
Center (2005); California Condor Rescue Zone (2005); Campo Gorilla Reserve (2007);
Francois’ Langur exhibit (c. 2008); Elephants of Asia (2010); parking lot (2010); Tom
Mankiewicz Conservation Carousel (2011); L.A.I.R. (2012); Angela Collier World of Birds
Theater (2013); Rainforest of the Americas (2014); and the Jaguar Exhibit (2015).
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Many of these improvement projects involved alterations to the original circulation plan;
regrading; tree removal or other landscaping changes; and/or the loss of original exhibits,
buildings or structures. Focusing only on those projects which are situated in the visitorserving or “front-of-house” areas of the zoo, 168 these recently-completed projects have
resulted in the wholesale redevelopment of some 19.8 acres of the 55 acres of the zoo campus
devoted to visitor-serving uses, or approximately 36 percent. That is, approximately one third
of the zoo campus experienced by visitors has been completely remade just since 1998. This
does not include earlier redevelopment projects such as the replacement of the original
Children’s Zoo in the 1980s.
Acreage of Recently-Completed Projects
Feature

Acreage 169

Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains

0.84

Red Ape Rainforest

1.25

Francois’ Langur exhibit

0.50

Winnick Family Children’s Zoo

2.10

Entry Plaza & Sea Life Cliffs

2.12

Children’s Discovery Center

1.85

Campo Gorilla Reserve

1.33

Elephants of Asia

5.15

Tom Mankiewicz Conservation Carousel

0.25

L.A.I.R.

1.00

Rainforest of the Americas

2.45

World of Birds

0.96

TOTAL

19.8

As noted above, the various component features that comprise the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens are intended to work together to create a complete designed visitor
experience. In order for the zoo campus to be historically meaningful, it would need to retain
a preponderance of original features such that the visitor experience today would be
substantially similar to the visitor experience of 1966. However, the original visitor experience
as designed by Luckman effectively no longer exists. While many 1966 buildings and
structures remain—notably the roundhouse exhibits and the hexagonal buildings and

This calculation excludes the Gottlieb Animal Health and Conservation Center, California Condor Rescue Zone, and
parking lot improvements.
169 Acreages are approximate as provided by the Applicant.
168
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structures—they are often interrupted by later infill development that wholly deviates from
Luckman’s original design intent.
The Luckman plan for the Los Angeles Zoo was not an exercise in architectural design as
much as an exercise in master planning. That is, the experience of the zoo was driven by
aspects like its natural park-like setting; curvilinear circulation plan; topography and grade
changes; groves, gardens and other landscaping; and by the animals themselves.
Architecturally, the vast majority of Luckman’s original buildings were modest in scale,
vernacular in design, and employed natural colors and materials, thereby allowing them to
visually recede into the landscape. In stark contrast, later development is often monumental
in scale, eschewing Luckman’s vocabulary of the hexagon. Not only are these later projects
stylistically unrelated to the zoo’s original design; they are often stylistically unrelated to one
another.
The zoo campus has been transformed not only by the addition of new construction, but also
by the alteration and removal of original features. In particular, the zoo no longer retains the
two strongest architectural statements made by Luckman in his original design: the main
entrance and the Theme Building. Luckman’s main entrance was decidedly Modern in its
style, consisting of a reflecting pool with lily pads and an outcropping of boulders; wide, low
entrance steps; a canted white stucco wall with “Los Angeles Zoo” in simple, affixed metal
lettering; and a series of flag poles. This main entrance was demolished in 2005 and replaced
with the existing Entry Plaza, including a contemporary-looking entrance gate and marquee,
and a Mediterranean-inspired shopping street called International Marketplace. The Theme
Building—now known as Treetops Terrace—originally featured twin 105-foot hexagonal
spires. Stylistically, the building was vaguely exotic without being specific to any country or
region. More importantly, it served as a beacon and wayfinding feature visible throughout the
zoo. However, around 2000, its twin spires were removed, effectively negating this function.
In 2011, the building’s roof canopy was cut back on the east side to accommodate the adjacent
carousel.
Additional original Luckman features that have been lost over time include the Reptile House,
Elephant House, Children’s Zoo, Children’s Seal Exhibit, Children’s Bird House, Children’s
Amphitheater, Children’s Rest Area, Picnic Area, the lake, as well as an unknown number of
roundhouse exhibits, pit-and-moat exhibits, and hexagonal buildings/structures. Luckman
features that remain but have been altered to varying degrees include the Administration
Building, circulation plan, grading and topography, botanical gardens and other landscaping.
The status of a number of other Luckman features could not be confirmed, in part because
exhibits are often repurposed for different species, requiring modifications to the exhibit’s
interior (ground cover, water, rocks, trees, etc.) as well as the exterior (fencing, railings, etc.).
The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens evolution over its more than 50-year history is
evidence of the fact that it is a dynamic environment which is in a constant state of change in
order to respond to new species, new technologies, and new ways of thinking about the
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exhibition of wild animals, and new expectations of the visitor experience. However, the
cumulative effect of these iterative changes over time is that the zoo, as currently developed,
is a collection of disparate features dating from the mid-1960s to the present. It is neither the
original 1966 zoo as designed by Charles Luckman Associates, nor is it a wholly updated
facility from a later period. Rather, it is an amalgamation of animal exhibits, visitor amenities
and other features which do not represent any particular design or plan, approach to
zoological design, or period of development. For all of these reasons, the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens is found not eligible for historic listing or designation at the federal, state,
or local levels. As such, the Project Area as a whole is not considered a historical resource as
defined by CEQA.
Criterion A/1/1 (association with important events)
According to guidance from the National Park Service, in order to be considered eligible for
designation under this criterion, a property must be associated with one or more events
important in the defined historic context. This association may be with a single event—such
as the founding of a town—or with a pattern of events, repeated activities, or historic trends—
such as a pattern of development over time. However, the event or trend must clearly be
important within the associated context. Moreover, the property must have an important
association with the event or historic trend, and it must retain historic integrity. Mere
association with historic events or trends is not enough, in and of itself, to qualify under [this
criterion]; the property’s specific association must be considered important as well. 170
The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens has not been identified as significant under any
theme for evaluating properties for their association with important events or trends. This
property does not appear to have been the site of a specific event marking an important
moment in Los Angeles history, nor did it make a significant contribution to the development
of the City of Los Angeles or the surrounding region. Thus, this property is not known to have
had a significant association with an important event or trend in local, state, or national
history. Therefore, it is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the
California Register of Historical Resources, or for designation as a City of Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monument under Criterion A/1/1.
Criterion B/2/2 (association with important persons)
According to the National Park Service, properties may be eligible for an association with the
lives of persons significant in our past. Persons significant in our past refers to individuals
whose activities are demonstrably important within a local, state, or national historic context.
A property is not eligible if its only justification for significance is that it was owned or used
by a person who is a member of an identifiable profession, class, or social or ethnic group. In
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addition, the property must be associated with a person’s productive life, reflecting the time
period when he or she achieved significance. 171
The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens has not been identified as significant under any
theme for evaluating properties for their association with important persons. This property
does not appear to have any particular association with an individual that rose to prominence
in their profession or group or made significant contributions to their respective field during
the period when they were associated with the property. As an institutional property
developed by a public agency, the Los Angeles Zoo is not associated with specific residents,
occupants, tenants or developers. Thus, this property is not known to have had a significant
association with an important person in local, state, or national history. Therefore, it is not
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of
Historical Resources, or for designation as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument
under Criterion B/2/2.
Criterion C/3/3 (architectural merit)
According to guidance from the National Park Service, this criterion applies to properties
significant for their physical design or construction, including such elements as architecture,
landscape architecture, engineering and artwork. In order to be eligible under this criterion,
a property must “embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction;” or represent the work of a master; or possess high artistic value. 172 The
National Park Service defines a master as “a figure of generally recognized greatness in a field,
a known craftsman of consummate skill, or an anonymous craftsman whose work is
distinguishable from others by its characteristic style and quality.” A property is not eligible
as the work of a master only because it was designed by a prominent architect; the property
must express a particular phase in the development of the master’s career, an aspect of his or
her work, or a particular idea or theme in his or her craft. 173
The Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens has not been identified as significant under any
theme for evaluating properties for their architectural merit. Originally completed in 1966,
the zoo was designed and master planned by noted Los Angeles architectural firm Charles
Luckman Associates. Charles Luckman had a successful and prolific career both in
partnership with William Pereira, as well as head of his own practice, and may be considered
a master architect. However, as described in detail above, the Los Angeles Zoo has been
incrementally transformed by a succession of improvement projects—including substantial
new construction as well as alteration and removal of original features—such that it no longer
retains its original appearance. As currently developed, the zoo is a collection of disparate
features which do not represent any particular design or period. Specifically, it no longer
represents mid-20th century zoological design or the original vision of noted architectural

National Register Bulletin 15, 15.
National Register Bulletin 15, 17.
173 National Register Bulletin 15, 20.
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firm Charles Luckman Associates. Therefore, it is not eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources, or for
designation as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument under Criterion C/3/3.
Assessment of Individual Resources
In addition to considering the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens as a historic district,
the buildings, structures and other features that comprise the zoo have also been considered
for their eligibility for historic listing or designation as individual resources. For a component
of the zoo to be historically significant as an individual resource, it must possess historic
significance separate and apart from the other components on the zoo site.
Based upon an understanding of the zoo’s original design and development by Charles
Luckman Associates from 1964 to 1966, the only extant zoo feature that could rise to the level
of significance on its own and therefore be eligible for historic listing or designation as an
individual resource is the Theme Building, now known as Treetops Terrace. As noted above,
the Theme Building was the only building designed by Luckman which made a strong
architectural statement. Sited on a small rise, the Theme Building was the centerpiece of
Luckman’s plan, its twin hexagonal spires visible throughout the zoo. Architecturally, the
building continued the hexagonal vocabulary of the rest of the zoo but to spectacular effect.
The spires originally stood 105 feet tall, constructed of 160,000 board feet of lumber and 496
windows, all supported by 12 massive laminated beams, and painted gold. Although its
interior was unfinished at the time of the zoo’s opening, the structure received a great deal of
attention as it dominated the center of the continental area. According to original plans and
permits, the Theme Building was to have housed a restaurant; however, it appears this never
happened as only the shell of the structure was completed.
Despite its singular presence in Luckman’s overall master plan for the zoo, this structure has
since been substantially altered such that it no longer reflects its original appearance. Most
notably, its distinctive twin spires have been demolished, thereby eliminating its ability to
serve as a beacon and wayfinding feature as originally intended. Additionally, its roof canopy
has been cut back on the east side to accommodate the adjacent carousel. Due to these
alterations, this structure no longer retains its historic appearance and can no longer serve its
historic function. For these reasons, the Los Angeles Zoo Theme Building is found not eligible
for historic listing or designation at the federal, state, or local levels. As such, it is not
considered a historical resource as defined by CEQA.
Criterion A/1/1 (association with important events)
The Los Angeles Zoo Theme Building has not been identified as significant under any theme
for evaluating properties for their association with important events or trends. This building
does not appear to have been the site of a specific event marking an important moment in Los
Angeles history, nor did it make a significant contribution to the development of the City of
Los Angeles or the surrounding region. Thus, this building is not known to have had a
significant association with an important event or trend in local, state, or national history.
Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles

73

Historical Resources Technical Report
Therefore, it is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the
California Register of Historical Resources, or for designation as a City of Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monument under Criterion A/1/1.
Criterion B/2/2 (association with important persons)
The Los Angeles Zoo Theme Building has not been identified as significant under any theme
for evaluating properties for their association with important persons. This building does not
appear to have any particular association with an individual that rose to prominence in their
profession or group or made significant contributions to their respective field during the
period when they were associated with the property. As part of an institutional property
developed by a public agency, the Los Angeles Zoo Theme Building is not associated with
specific residents, occupants, tenants or developers. Thus, this building is not known to have
had a significant association with an important person in local, state, or national history.
Therefore, it is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the
California Register of Historical Resources, or for designation as a City of Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monument under Criterion B/2/2.
Criterion C/3/3 (architectural merit)
The Los Angeles Zoo Theme Building has not been identified as significant under any theme
for evaluating properties for their architectural merit. Originally completed in 1966, it was
designed by noted Los Angeles architectural firm Charles Luckman Associates as part of the
zoo’s overall master plan. Charles Luckman had a successful and prolific career both in
partnership with William Pereira, as well as head of his own practice, and may be considered
a master architect. However, as described in detail above, the Los Angeles Zoo Theme
Building has been substantially altered over time—most notable by the removal of its twin
spires—such that it no longer retains its original appearance. Specifically, it no longer
represents its mid-20th century architectural design or the original vision of noted
architectural firm Charles Luckman Associates. Therefore, it is not eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources, or for
designation as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument under Criterion C/3/3.
Assessment Summary
This historic assessment first considered the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens as a
whole for its eligibility for historic listing or designation as a historic district. However, the
zoo campus has been substantially altered over the course of its 53-year history such that it
no longer retains its original appearance. Due to the cumulative effect of these changes over
time, the zoo as currently developed is a collection of disparate features which do not
represent any particular design or period. Therefore, the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical
Gardens is found not eligible for historic listing or designation at the federal, state, or local
levels.
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Secondly, this historic assessment considered the Theme Building, now known as Treetops
Terrace, for its eligibility for historic listing or designation as an individual resource.
However, this structure has since been substantially altered such that it no longer reflects its
original appearance and no longer serves its original function as a highly-visible wayfinding
feature. Therefore, the Los Angeles Zoo Theme Building is found not eligible for historic
listing or designation at the federal, state, or local levels.
Based upon this analysis, the Project Area does not contain any historical resource as defined
by CEQA, and therefore there is no potential for impacts to historical resources in the Project
Area as a result of the proposed Project. Thus, this report concludes that the proposed Project
to implement the Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan will not result in a substantial adverse change
in the significance of historical resources in the Project Area. As such, the proposed Project
will not have a significant effect on the environment as defined by CEQA.
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APPENDIX A. Historic Maps
Plat of the Rancho Los Felis, 1866, page 1 of 2.
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Plat of the Rancho Los Felis, 1866, page 2 of 2.
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Map of Griffith Park, surveyed 1897.
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Map of Griffith Park, Federal Writers’ Project, WPA, 1937.
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Charles Luckman Associates conceptual zoo site plan, 1963.
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APPENDIX B. Historic Images

Los Angeles Zoo under construction, with Children’s Zoo on the far left, 1965. (Valley
Times Collection, LAPL)

Visitors at the Los Angeles Children’s Zoo, 1965. (Gordon Dean, Valley Times Collection,
LAPL)
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Visitors at the Los Angeles Children’s Zoo, c. 1965. (Security Pacific National Bank
Collection, LAPL)

Los Angeles Zoo under construction, 1966. (Los Angeles Times Collection, UCLA)
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Los Angeles Zoo under construction, c. 1965. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens)

Los Angeles Zoo aviary under construction, c. 1965. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens)
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Los Angeles Zoo under construction, c. 1965. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens)

Los Angeles Zoo entrance under construction, c. 1965. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo
and Botanical Gardens)
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Los Angeles Zoo Treetops Terrace under construction, c. 1965. (Courtesy of the Los
Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens)

Los Angeles Zoo on opening day, 1966. (Los Angeles Times)
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Los Angeles Zoo entrance, c. 1966. (Security Pacific National Bank Collection, LAPL)

Los Angeles Zoo entrance, c. 1966. (Security Pacific National Bank Collection, LAPL)
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Los Angeles Zoo entrance, c. 1966. (Security Pacific National Bank Collection, LAPL)

Visitors at the Los Angeles Zoo, c. 1966. (Security Pacific National Bank Collection, LAPL)

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles

B-7

Historical Resources Technical Report

Visitors at the Los Angeles Zoo, c. 1966. (Security Pacific National Bank Collection, LAPL)

Visitors at the Los Angeles Zoo, c. 1966. (Security Pacific National Bank Collection, LAPL)
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Los Angeles Zoo, 1967. (St. Louis Post-Dispatch)

Los Angeles Zoo, 1968. (Los Angeles Zoo Guide Book, Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association)
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Los Angeles Zoo entrance, n.d. (source unknown)

Los Angeles Zoo entrance, n.d. (Pinterest, Sharon Richardson)
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Los Angeles Zoo elephant exhibit and Treetops Terrace, c. 1970. (Courtesy of the Los
Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens)

Los Angeles Zoo bear exhibit and Treetops Terrace, c. 1970. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles
Zoo and Botanical Gardens)
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Los Angeles Zoo Treetops Terrace, c. 1970. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical
Gardens)

Los Angeles Zoo Treetops Terrace, c. 1970. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical
Gardens)
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Los Angeles Zoo and Treetops Terrace, 1973. (Courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo and
Botanical Gardens)
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part, the Park is comprised of mountainous terrain suitable only for hiking ; however, as
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000) Ferndell and Mt . Hollywood are two notable natural landscape features . As stated by Charles Moore
et al in Los Angeles : The City Observed, "Ferndell, a year-round spring has caused fragrant
sycamores and soft green ferns to crowd the bottom of a steep ravine, a place that has been cool
ffoulp i and refreshing since prehistoric times, when it was the site of a Gabrielino Indian village ." The
Bird Sanctuary is a third notable landscape feature of the Park . It features wide parallell paths
separated by trees and ferns and a double row of narrow, cascading fountains .
- oOH
~r %; 1 u~B~Z
Previously surveyed in 1976, the Griffith Park bservatand Planetarium was deemed individually
eligible for listing in the National Register and given a Status Code of 3s . The Astronomers'
Monument, which stands directly opposite the main entrance to the Observatory and Planetarium was
erected in _1934 and designed by Archibald Garner . It features likenesses of the astronomers
Herschel, Newton, Kepler, Galileo, Copernicus, and Hipparchus .
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000(d
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The Los Feliz Adobe is believed to have been constructed in 1853 by Paco and Antonio Feliz . Altered
in the 1920s, to be the Park Rangers Headquarters, it is significant for its association with
recreational uses as well as for being the only remnant of the park's 19th century rancho history .

W QO%rh?Merry-Go-Round was constructed in 1926 and moved to its current location in 1936 .
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The Harding Golf Course Clubhouse, the Swimming Pool and Building, and the Boys' Camp
Girls' Camp) were constructed in 1927 and all appear to be substantially intact .
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Dedicated in 1940, M lholland Fountain honors William Mulholland (1855-1935), whose brainchild, the
Owen's River Aqueduct allowed for the development of not only the Los Angeles Municipal water
system, but also of the modern Los Angeles metropolis .
NON-CONTRIBUTING features are as follows : IU PC CO Y 2to, i 6081?
-0012
Founded in 1885, the L s Angeles Zoo was originally located adjacent to East Lake Park (now Lincoln
Park) . It was moved to Griffith Park in 1914 ; however, the current zoo opened in 1966 .
Pco f- 1008 78 •d ot 3
The Greek Theater was designed by a staff architect for the City of Los Angeles in 1930, and was
significantly altered in 1956 based upon designs by William Woollett . These alterations may assume
significance over time . The Theater is culturally significant and may qualify as a local landmark .
P(o p- )OOg1q -004
The new G rls' Camp (AKA Hollywoodland Camp) includes a post and beam structure by the architecture
firm Smith, Jones and Contini . It is Modern in style and dates from 1949 . The structure may
eventually be considered significant once it achieves fifty years of age . Its integrity is unknown
at this time .
Prop ) 688QW 6
In the northeast edge of the park is Travel Town, a transportation museum which dates from December
of 1952 . It is located on 40 acres of land donated by W .I . Hollingsworth, a real estate developer .
Forest Lawn Drive originally bore the name Hollingsworth Drive in honor of his gift . It may
eventually be considered significant when once it achieves fifty years of age .
The Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum was constructed in the 1980s .
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D8 SIGNIFICANCE (Continued from District Record)
parks in Los Angeles have either been developed on unwanted land or, as is the case with Griffith
Park, donated by a prosperous citizen . The benefactor of Griffith Park was Griffith J . Griffith
who purchased the northern 4,071 acres of Rancho Los Feliz in 1882 and four years later, donated
3,015 of those acres to the City of Los Angeles for use as a public park . The gift was not
originally accepted by the City Council, whose members thought that land five miles from the
downtown district was a poor location for a public park . They were also concerned about the fiscal
impact to the city of removing such a large parcel from the property tax rolls and some even
suspected that Griffith had donated the land to avoid paying taxes . Two years later, however, the
City accepted title to the property and began to develop it for park purposes .
Griffith J . Griffith was born in Glamorganshire, South Wales in 1850, but left as a child to live
with relatives in the United States . He eventually settled in California and his first occupation
was journalism, although it was through speculation on gold mining property that he prospered . He
had amassed a small fortune by the time he married, but the wealth that financed the purchase of
Rancho Los Feliz came to him via his new bride, Christina Mesmer .
Since Griffith's original gift of 3,015 acres, approximately 1,000 acres have been added to the
Park . The flat land between the base of the Park's mountains and the Los Angeles River was not
originally part of the Park, but rather was sold to the City by Griffith for the purpose of creating
recreational area, golf courses, and a zoo . This land also contains the underground water supply
which is used to irrigate the golf courses and planted areas and to supply fire protection .
After being released from prison for attempting to murder his wife, the aforementioned Christina
Mesmer, Griffith donated $100,000 to the City for the construction of an observatory . Viewed by
many as an attempt to regain an honorable position in the community, the donation was rejected . The
gift of $1,000,000 for park improvements and the erection of the Greek Theater and the observatory
was eventually accepted, but only as a posthumous bequest in 1919 .
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April 11, 1994

Sandro Amaglio
Regional Environmental Officer
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Disaster Field Office
150 East Colorado Boulevard, Suite 303
Pasadena, California 91105-1937
Re :

Greek Theater, 2600-2700 N . Vermont Av .,
Los Angeles
FEMA 1008-DR-CA, P .A . 037-91081
FEMA Memorandum Dated March 11, 1994

Dear Mr . Amaglio :
We have reviewed the above-referenced memorandum and a
preliminary field survey was performed on March 15, 1994 . We
find the following :
1 . The Greek Theater is not eligible for listing in
the National Register pursuant to 36 CFR Section
60 .4 .
It was designed by staff of the City of Los Angeles
and constructed in 1930 . Alterations designed by
architect William Woollett were implemented in
1956, obscuring much of the original stage area .
These alterations may assume significance over
time . Substantial support functions are uniquely
located under the amphitheater seating . However,
the Greek Theater is culturally significant and may
qualify as a local landmark . The Los Angeles
Cultural Heritage Commission utilizes the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards in reviewing proposed
alterations to landmarks .
The applicant is
encouraged to rehabilitate the theater using the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards .
2 . Photodocumentation of the before and after
conditions should be required of the project
applicant .

1728 N . Whitley Ave ., Hollywood, California 90028 (213) 469-2349
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Mr . Amaglio
Greek Theater
April 11, 1994
Page 2
Should you have any questions, please contact me .
Sincerely,
Cherilyn Widell, SHPO

.By : C aty Johnson McAvoy, j rincipal
Historic Resources Group as
SHPO Representative
cc :

Thomas Ottoman

Historical Resources Technical Report

APPENDIX D. Griffith Park HCM Nomination (2009)

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles
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HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION
1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT: GRIFFITH PARK
2. STREET ADDRESS: 4730 CRYSTAL SPRINGS DRIVE
CITY: LOS ANGELES

ZIP CODE: 90027

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 4

3. ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO: PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT A
4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT B
5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY: (SITE ADDRESSES): 4730 CRYSTAL SPRINGS DRIVE; 3210 RIVERSIDE
DRIVE; 3201 RIVERSIDE DRIVE; 2715 VERMONT AVE; 3401 RIVERSIDE DRIVE; 5333 ZOO DRIVE

6. PRESENT OWNER: CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPT OF RECREATION AND PARKS
STREET ADDRESS: 1200 WEST 7TH STREET
CITY: LOS ANGELES

STATE: CA

ZIP CODE: 90017 PHONE: (213) 928-9033

OWNER IS: PUBLIC
7. PRESENT USE: PARK , RECREATION, EDUCATION.

ORIGINAL USE: PARK

DESCRIPTION
8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: VARIED INCLUDING SPANISH ECLECTIC, SPANISH REVIVAL, CLASSICAL MODERNE,
MODERN, MINIMAL TRADITIONAL, RANCH, VERNACULAR, WITH PARK STYLE OBJECTS, AMONG OTHER
STYLES.

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTIONAL DESCRIPTION WORKSHEET)
PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT C

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
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HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT: GRIFFITH PARK

10.

CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL: 1853- 2007
ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER: VARIED
(CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPT OF RECREATION AND PARKS)

11.

CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER: VARIED
(CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPT OF RECREATION AND PARKS)

12.

DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS: MARCH, 2008

13.

CONDITION: VERY GOOD
ALTERATIONS: MAJOR ALTERATIONS, WHICH INDICATE THE END OF THE PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE
(1896-1957) INCLUDE THE ADDITION OF THE 5 AND 134 FREEWAYS THROUGH GRIFFITH
PARK AND THE INTRODUCTION OF TOYON LANDFILL.

14.

THREATS TO SITE: DEVELOPMENT

15.

THE STRUCTURE IS: ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE

SIGNIFICANCE
16.

BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE; INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND
PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH SITE.
PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT D

SOURCES PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT E

17.

DATE FORM PREPARED: APRIL 19, 2008
PREPARER’S NAMES:
ICF JONES & STOKES: DANIEL PAUL, MEGHAN POTTER, ELIZABETH WEAVER,
PROJECT MANAGER: CHRISTOPHER J. HETZEL
WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY DR. MICHAEL EBERTS

18.
SUBMITTED BY: GRIFFITH VAN GRIFFITH ORGANIZATION THE GRIFFITH J. GRIFFITH CHARITABLE TRUST
STREET ADDRESS: 2430 JUNIPER AVENUE CITY MORRO BAY STATE CA ZIP CODE 93442
PHONE (805) 772-0582

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT APPLICATION

3

Attachment A: GRIFFITH PARK: Assessor's Identification Numbers
Los Angeles County Assessor, Property Data Sales, ITD. DS04-SBF abstract based on given map: Excel Format. 9 Apr 2008.

AIN:
5581001001
2443022901
5434016901
5434039901
5581017900
5581010900
5581010901
5581010902
5581011900
5581012900
5581013900
5581013901
5581008900
5581001905
5581001906
5581005901
5581005902
5581006900
5588036900
5588001900
5587025901
5594016901
5594016902
5593002904
5593002906

5593002908
5593002910
5593002912
5593002913
5593002917
5593030903
5593030904
5581001903
5593002902
5434016900
5587027900
5434038901
5582001900
5581026900
5583025900
5593002905
5593002907
5593002909
5593003908
5581016900
5581011901
5581014900
5581001904
5587025900
5593002911

Attachment B: GRIFFITH PARK: Legal Descriptions Los Angeles County Assessor, Property Data Sales, ITD. DS04-SBF abstract based on given map: Excel Format. 9 Apr 2008.
AIN
Legal Description Line (LDL) #1
LDL #2
LDL #3
5581001001
TRACT # 9766 EX OF FLOOD CONTROL
EASEMENT L A RIVER CHANNEL LOT
2443022901
*TR=SUBDIVISION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA
AND SCOTT TRACT*LOT (EX OF ST) COM N
39›42'58" W 20 FT FROM MOST S COR OF
5434016901
IVANHOE LOT COM NE ON SE LINE OF LOT 36
150 FT FROM MOST S COR OF SD LOT TH NE
ON SE LINES OF SD LOT AND LOT 37 TO SW
5434039901
IVANHOE EX OF STS LOTS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 AND
LOT 8 BLK 1
5581017900
EX OF ST LOT 2 TR NO 10781 AND ALL OF
LOTS 28 AND 29 BLK 4 TR NO 9367
5581010900
LOT COM AT SW COR OF LOT 2 IN SEC 26 T
1N R 14W TH N ON W LINE OF SD LOT 440 FT
TH E 900 FT TH N 92 FT TH E 1200 FT TH
5581010901
*LOT COM N 89›49' E 2199.99 FT AND N
398.92 FT FROM SW COR OF LOT 2 IN SEC
26 T 1N R 14W TH N 34.68 FT TH W 100
5581010902
81010902
*LOT COM
COM AT SE COR
COR OF SEC
SEC 26 T 1N R
14W TH
TH W 679.90
9 90 F
FT
T TH N 395.51 FT TH
W 64
645.75 FT TH N 92
925.41
41 FT TH SE
5581011900
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 6
5581012900
THAT PART DESC IN OR22071-300 S AND E
OF TR NO 10781 E NE 1/4 OF
SEC 35 T 1N R 14W
5581013900
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 5
5581013901
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 8
5581008900
LICENSED SURVEYOR'S MAP AS PER BK 22
PG 32 OF L S LOT COM AT MOST N COR OF
LOT 5 TH S 21›24' W 2949.20 FT TH N 13›
5581001905
LAND DES IN DOC 1990, 74-4-18 TRACT
NO 9766 (EX OF ST) LOTS 181, 182,
183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190,
5581001906
M R 43-47-59 FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S
MAPS POR OF SD RO
5581005901
L S 22-32 FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S MAPS
POR OF LOT 3
5581005902
POR OF LOTS 2 AND 3 L S 22-32 AND POR OF
PROVIDENCIA PARK TRACT M R 43-47-59
5581006900
M R 43-47-59 FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S
MAPS POR OF SD RO
5588036900
HILLHURST PARK 2.69 MORE OR LESS ACS
COM AT MOST W COR OF LOT 103 TRACT
NO 27460 TH W ON W PROLONGATION OF N
5588001900
HILLHURST PARK 4.79 MORE OR LESS ACS
BEING EX OF ST COM AT NE COR OF LOT 114
TH SW ON NW LINE OF SD LOT TO W LINE
5587025901
GRIFFITH'S SUB OF THE SOUTHERN SLOPE
OF THE RO LOS FELIZ AND OF LOTS 15 AND
17 LICK TRACT LOT BD E AND NW BY FERN
5594016901
LOT COM AT INTERSECTION OF NW LINE OF
RANCHO SAN RAFAEL PER FM12325 WITH W
PROLONGATION OF N LINE OF LOT 2 WATTS
5594016902
LOT COM S 89›52'15" W 284 FT AND N 0›
08' W 150 FT FROM SW COR OF LOT 11 TR
# 11437 TH N 0›08' W 460 FT TH S 89›52'
5593002904
RANCHO LOS FELIS COM AT SW COR OF SEC 29
T 1N R 13W TH E TO NE LINE OF RO LOS
FELIS PER F M 12325 TH NW THEREON TO W
5593002906
RANCHO LOS FELIS EX OF ST AND EX LAND
DESC IN DDS 1900-274 TO L A CITY
SEC 31 T 1N R 13W
5593002908
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT NW COR OF
SEC 5 T 1S R 13W TH S TO A PT S 81›54' W
FROM MOST N COR OF TR # 9050 TH N 81›
5593002910
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT EX OF STS COM AT SE
COR OF SEC 24 T 1N R 14W TH N TO SW LINE
OF SUBDIVISION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA AND
5593002912
RANCHO LOS FELIS SEC 36 T 1N R 14W
5593002913
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT NW COR OF
SEC 1 T 1S R 14W TH S ON W LINE OF SD
SEC TO NW COR OF HILLHURST PARK PER
5593002917
RO LOS FELIS FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S
MAPS POR OF SEC 19 T 1N R 13W
5593030903
LOT COM AT NW COR OF LOT 14 TR # 5673 TH
N ON W LINE OF SD TR 369.96 FT TH S 89›
52' W TO SW LINE OF RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
5593030904
LOT COM AT NW COR OF LOT 14 TR # 5673
TH S 610.09 FT TH N 89›52' E 100 FT TH S
190.04 FT TH N 89›52' E 100 FT TH S 0›
5581001903
SUBDIVISION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA
AND SCOTT TRACT THAT PART DESC IN
DOC NO 2801, 6-24-71 OF PROVIDENCIA
5593002902
RANCHO LOS FELIS THAT PART DESC IN
DDS1900-274 IN GRIFFITH PARK
5434016900
IVANHOE LOT COM AT NW COR OF LOT 30
BLK 3 TH N 86›30' E TO SW LINE OF
RIVERSIDE DR TH SE THEREON 28.06 FT TH
5587027900
HILLHURST PARK LOT COM AT NE COR OF
LOT 25 TR # 4040 TH S ON E LINE OF SD
TR TO NE LINE OF BLACK OAK DR TH SE
5434038901
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT INTERSECTION
OF N LINE OF IVANHOE WITH NE LINE OF
RIVERSIDE DR TH N 86›09' E TO SW LINE OF
5582001900
TRACT NO 10781 EX OF ST
LOT 1
5581026900
TRACT NO 10781 LOT COM AT NE COR OF
LOT 2 BLK 19 TR NO 6450 TH S 78›49'19" E
56.43 FT TH NE ON A CURVE CONCAVE TO SE
5583025900
LOT COM AT E 1/4 COR OF SEC 35 T 1N R
14W TH S 0›02'30" E TO S LINE OF SD SEC
TH W ON SD S LINE TO A PT E THEREON 60
5593002905
LOT EX OF ST COM AT NW COR OF SEC 30 T
1N R 13W TH S TO SW COR OF SD SEC TH E
TO SE COR OF SD SEC TH N TO NE LINE OF
5593002907
RANCHO LOS FELIS 72.39 MORE OR LESS ACS
BEING EX OF STS LOT COM AT SW COR OF
SEC 32 T 1N R 13W TH N TO NW COR OF SD
5593002909
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT NW COR OF
SEC 6 T 1S R 13W TH E TO NE COR OF SD
SEC TH S TO A PT S 81›54' W FROM MOST N
5593003908
THAT PART IN GLENDALE CITY OF LOT COM SE
ON SW LINE OF S P R R R/W 924.56 FT
FROM MOST N COR OF LOT 6 TR NO 646 TH S
5581016900
LOT 3 TRACT NO 10781 AND LOT 26 BLK 6
TRACT NO 9367
5581011901
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 7
5581014900
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 4
5581001904
LAND DES IN DOC 1990, 74-4-18 SUBDIVISION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA AND SCOTT
TR AS PER BK 43 PGS 47 TO 59 OF M R
5587025900
LOT COM AT MOST E COR OF LOT 8 TR # 4040
TH SW AND FOLLOWING BDRY LINE OF SD TR
TO W LINE OF LOT 1 SD TR TH S 89›55'30"
5593002911
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT STA 23 TH N
21›42'55" E TO N LINE OF SEC 25 T 1N R
14W TH E AND FOLLOWING BDRY LINE OF SD

GRIFFITH PARK: Legal Descriptions (CTD: LDL #4, #5, LAST). Los Angeles County Assessor, Property Data Sales, ITD. DS04-SBF abstract based on given map: Excel Format. 9 Apr 2008.
AIN
LDL #4
LDL #5
LDL Last Line
5581001001
2443022901
LOT 6 TR NO 9213 TH N 39›42'58" W TO
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
PARK TRACT
5434016901
LINE OF RIVERSIDE DR TH NW THEREON TO NW
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
LOT 37
5434039901
5581017900
5581010900
S 92 FT TH E 100 FT TH S TO S LINE OF
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
PART OF N 1/2 OF SEC 35 T 1N R 14W
5581010901
FT TH N 92 FT TH W TO W LINE OF LOT 3
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEC 26 T 1N R 14W
5581010902
81010902
1330
1330.90
90 FT TH S 1230
1230.47 FT TO BEG
BEG POR
POR
OF SE 1/4
1/4 OF SE 1/4
1/4 OF
SEC 26 T 1N R 14W
5581011900
5581012900
5581013900
5581013901
5581008900
12'27" W TO NW LINE OF SD LOT TH N 57›
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
LOT 5
5581001905
AND
LOT 191
5581001906
5581005901
5581005902
5581006900
5588036900
LINE OF SD LOT TO E LINE OF FERN DELL
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
LOT 115
5588001900
OF SD LOT TH S THEREON TO N LINE OF RED
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
LOT 114
5587025901
DELL DR AND SE BY LOS FELIZ BLVD PART
OF LOTS 2 AND LOT 3 BLK 82
5594016901
SUB OF A PART OF THE RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
THE RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
5594016902
15" W TO NW LINE OF RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
T 1N R 13W RANCHO LOS FELIS
5593002904
LINE OF SD SEC TH S TO BEG PART OF
SEC 29 T 1N R 13W
5593002906
5593002908
54' E TO SD MOST N COR TH S 22›20'55" E
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEC 5 T 1S R 13W
5593002910
SCOTT TR TH NW AND FOLLOWING BDRY LINE
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
TO BEG PART OF LOT
BLK 24
5593002912
5593002913
MB22-190-191 TH N 72›25'40" E TO E LINE
OF SD SEC TH N TO NE COR OF SD SEC TH W
TO BEG PART OF SEC 1 T 1S R 14W
5593002917
5593030903
PER F M 12325 TH S 51›30' E TO STA 12
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
13W RANCHO LOS FELIS
5593030904
08' E 150 FT TH S 89›52' W 373.99 FT TH
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
LOS FELIS
5581001903
PARK TRACT
5593002902
5434016900
SW ON SE LINE OF LOT 33 SD BLK 415.58 FT
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
LOT 33 BLK 3
5587027900
THEREON AND N ON W LINE OF FERN DELL DR
AND SW ON SE LINE OF RED OAK DR TO BEG
PART OF
LOT 114
5434038901
GOLDEN STATE FRWY TH NW AND FOLLOWING SD
FRWY TO E LINE OF LOS FELIZ BLVD TH S
THEREON AND SE ON SD NE LINE TO BEG
5582001900
5581026900
RADIUS EQUALS 65 FT 43.51 FT TH N 53›
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
LOT 9
5583025900
FT FROM NW COR OF LOT 1 BLK 15 TR
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEC 35 T 1N R 14W
5593002905
RO LOS FELIS PER F M 12325 TH NW THEREON
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
5593002907
SEC TH E TO NE LINE OF RO LOS FELIS PER
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
PART OF
SEC 32 T 1N R 13W
5593002909
COR OF TR # 9050 TH S 81›54' W TO A PT S
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
TO BEG PART OF SEC 6 T 1S R 13W
5593003908
71›46'06" W 169.34 FT TH S 73›26' W
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
TRACT NO 646
5581016900
5581011901
5581014900
5581001904
LOT COM AT MOST S COR OF TR NO 9766 TH
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
THEREON TO BEG
5587025900
49.94 FT TH S 0›04'30" E 244.37 FT TH
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
FELIZ AND OF LOTS 15 AND 17 LICK TRACT
5593002911
SEC TO BEG PART OF
SEC 25 T 1N R 14W

ATTACHMENT C: Griffith Park Description

Summary
The largest interurban wilderness park in the United States, Griffith Park is a
4,218-acre City of Los Angeles public park located within the eastern edge of the
Santa Monica Mountains, due northwest of downtown Los Angeles and adjacent
to a 4.9 mile stretch of the Los Angeles River. Most of Griffith Park is a
chaparral wilderness of rocky hills, canyons, and gullies with large portions of
open, rugged natural landscape. Plant species within the Park include an
abundance of coastal native trees, shrubs, vines, and herbs, and riparian
vegetation, including small quantities of threatened Manzanita and Berberis
species. Non-native specimens are also well-represented, including numerous
eucalyptus and redwood specimens. Griffith Park features seven peaks that
exceed 1,000 feet. These upper elevations provide panoramic viewsheds of the
greater Los Angeles metropolis and the Pacific Ocean under certain
circumstances. Likewise, Griffith Park’s hilly, natural terrain is visible for miles,
and this upper viewshed is accentuated by two of the City’s most iconic
treasures: City Historic Cultural Monument (HCM) No. 111: the Hollywood Sign
and HCM No 168: the Griffith Observatory.
Throughout Griffith Park are lower lying areas that feature lawns, picnic areas,
infrastructure buildings, various recreational and educational amenities, and
previously declared City of Los Angeles HCMs. Some of these resources
represent the City’s early cultural history, including City HCM No.112: the
Gabrielino Indian Site, which is the only archeological landmark in Los Angeles
and City HCM No. 401: the 1853 Feliz Adobe, which is the oldest building
within Griffith Park. Many of the buildings in Griffith Park are excellent
examples of a number of architectural styles, including the Classical Moderne
Griffith Observatory of 1935; the 1927 Spanish Colonial Revival Municipal
Plunge; the Wilson & Harding Golf Club House of 1937; the 1930 Second Greek
Revival Greek Theatre, and the Mid-Century Modern Girls’ Camp by Jones,
Emmons & Contini completed in 1952. City HCM No. 474: the “Little Nugget”
Griffith Park Description

January 2008
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is a custom 1941 Union Pacific Club Car. Railroading as an educational,
hobbying, and recreational activity is well represented in Griffith Park. Griffith
Park also contains important objects and landscapes such as the Griffith Park
Merry-Go-Round, Fern Dell, and abundant other examples within the terrain of
rusticated Park Style infrastructure built by federal assistance programs in the
1930s.
Circulation through Griffith Park is achieved through 53 miles of hiking and
bridle trails, in addition to various automobile roads which integrate and
correspond to the natural terrain of the Park. The majority of the built amenities
in the Park are located off of the auto roads, which themselves are primarily
located at the lower lying perimeter areas of the Park. The primary entrance into
Griffith Park is on Crystal Springs Drive, which enters the Park at its southeast
portion near the Griffith Park & Southern Miniature Railroad (1947,1961), and
the Pony Rides (1946).
Crystal Springs Drive is the primary auto route running parallel to the Park
through its northeast, flatlands portion, changing its name briefly to Western
Heritage Way as it passes the Autry National Center, and again changing its
name to become Zoo Drive as it runs north of the Los Angeles Zoo. Both the
later-era Autry National Center (1988) and Los Angeles Zoo (1966) are located
within Griffith Park at its northeast portion, and are important cultural
destinations for Los Angeles residents. The Los Angeles Live Steamers Museum
and Travel Town Transportation Museum are present along Zoo Drive in the
northwest portion of the Park. Griffith Park Drive runs through the hilly portion
of the Park in a manner loosely parallel to Crystal Springs Drive, and located
along it are the Wilson and Harding Golf Courses with a 1938 Clubhouse built
by the Public Works Administration (PWA), the Boys’ Camp, the Old Zoo, and
Park Center with its various amenities. The Wilson and Harding Golf Courses
are two of five municipal golf courses throughout the Park. Major automobile
roads into the park accessed at the Park’s southern portion include Vermont
Canyon Road, which passes the Greek Theatre, the Bird Sanctuary, and leads to
the Observatory, Fern Dell Drive, and Canyon Drive, which leads to the
Hollywoodland Girls’ Camp. Commonwealth Drive ends at a gateway into the
park, yet this road is not open to the public.
The Los Angeles River serves as a historic boundary for the north and east sides
of Griffith Park. Portions of Griffith Park are located north of the Los Angeles
River, and these include amenities such as the Los Feliz Golf Course, North
Atwater Park, the Griffith Park Equestrian Center, the Central Service Yard, the
Bette Davis Picnic Area, and an open, undeveloped flatlands riparian area called
the Pollywog. Additionally, a portion of Griffith Park is located east of the
Crystal Springs Drive entrance, and includes amenities such as Friendship Hall, a
former clubhouse for the Los Angeles Breakfast Club called the “Ranger House,”
the Municipal Plunge and the rest of the multi-resource Griffith Park Recreation
Center. The following page is a GIS map highlighting areas and resources of
particular historic sensitivity in addition to areas that have been altered.
Appendix 4 is a spreadsheet with GPS points for the vast majority of the
resources discussed in the description essay, including all of the features
highlighted upon the attached map.
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SECTION 1: Built Recreation and Amenities
Introduction: How the Description is organized
The vast majority of the built recreational and educational amenities, along with
most infrastructure related buildings and structures, are primarily located off of
various named roads. Because of the scale of Griffith Park as a whole, these
roads are used as the organizing device through which the description of built
amenities proceeds. This description begins at the southeastern corner of Griffith
Park along Riverside Drive, in front of what is considered the primary entrance
into the Park itself: the Crystal Springs Drive entrance. The various resources as
seen entering in and driving through the Park upon Crystal Springs Drive are
then described. The road that is Crystal Springs Drive briefly changes names to
Western Heritage Drive, before becoming Zoo Drive—all as one travels
northwest upon this alignment, which is the primary road through the north
portion of Griffith Park. The resources along Zoo Drive are described and where
Zoo Drive crosses Griffith Park Drive just beyond the Travel Town
Transportation Museum (Travel Town), at that point the resources associated to
Griffith Park Drive are then described. This includes resources located just off of
Griffith Park Drive that may have spur roads with different names, in which case
the name of the spur road will be indicated along with the name of the primary
access road that feeds it. The Griffith Park Drive resources are described in a
manner moving northwest to southeast, completing a loop that ends near the
Crystal Springs Drive entrance. After the Griffith Park Drive resources are
described, those resources located in the small sections of the park due east and
north of the Los Angeles River are described, in a manner moving from southeast
to northwest parallel along the River.
Finally, the built resources along the southern portion of Griffith Park are
described, and are done so in a manner moving generally east to west: Vermont
Canyon Road (which feeds Commonwealth Canyon Drive), followed by Fern
Dell Drive, itself followed by Canyon Drive. Unlike Crystal Springs and Griffith
Park Drives that loosely parallel the northeastern curve of Griffith Park, the
southern portion streets all enter Griffith Park in a manner perpendicular to the
Park’s southern boundary line. An arrow symbol (→) is used to describe the
instances when one road either spurs off of another or changes name. Mt.
Hollywood Drive and Vista Del Valle Drive will be described in the second
section of the description, which will be primarily devoted to Griffith Park’s
trails, landscape, and various plant types, both indigenous and introduced. The
last portion of this description discusses the various barriers, culverts, drainage
channels, and other infrastructure components that are park-wide and are
consistently integrated into the natural landscape.

Riverside Drive
The far eastern edge of Griffith Park is located upon either side of Riverside
Drive due east of the Crystal Springs Drive entrance. Beginning east and moving
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west, the portion of the Park off the north side of Riverside Drive features a
mowed grass park area with mature jacaranda, pine, sweet gum, cypress and fir
trees (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Landscaped area due south of the Shrine of
Friendship Building. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

Just above this area is “The Shrine of Friendship,” (Figure 2) a two-story,
rectangular-plan, low-pitch side-gabled meeting hall done in a Modern Mission
Revival design system. Friendship Hall has an arcaded front elevation topped by
an arcaded clerestory. This building is the former headquarters for the Los
Angeles Breakfast Club. Horseshoe embellished wrought iron, decorative light
fixtures which date from c.1927 are located within the lower level arcade. The
cladding of the structure is white stucco. This structure dates from 1965.

Figure 2: Griffith Park Shrine of Friendship Lodge, 1965.
View N, Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008
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West of the Shrine of Friendship Lodge is a semi-circular landscaped area with
mowed lawn and Ponderosa pine trees. Due northwest of this is a large parking
area which itself contains mature pacfic bayberry, sycamore, and pine trees.
Other mature tree specimens border this parking area in the area where it nears
and parallels Riverside Drive (Figure 3). Many of these trees appear to be over
50 years old and are likely part of the original, pre-existing terrain. In the rear
portion of the parking area is a grouping of portable trailers that is presently
called the Griffith Park Adult Community Center.

Figure 3: Griffith Park Recreation Center:
Landscaped Area paralleling Riverside Drive.
View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

Within the northwest corner of this parking area just south adjacent the sound
wall for the Interstate 5 freeway is an early, rectangular plan, one-story residence
called the “Ranger House” (Figure 4) with wood shiplap siding, cornerboards,
and low-pitch side gabling. The front entrance, which faces southeast, is elevated
off the ground and is accessed by a concrete stairwell. Above the entrance is a
small front facing pop-up gable. Four windows, including a grouping of three
identical windows, are present at the front elevation. The rear elevation of the
Ranger House features a centered, shed roofed pop-up with woodframe sixteenunit glazing in a large, 8x8 squares. This building was a clubhouse for the
“Breakfast Rangers,” a group of avid horsemen within the Los Angeles Breakfast
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Club. The Ranger House was constructed in the 1930s during a three-year period
when the Breakfast Club was meeting at the Ambassador Hotel.

Figure 4: Ranger House, c. 1938. View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

Griffith Recreation Center
West of the parking area in which the Ranger’s House resides are two recent
soccer fields (Figure 5), which run roughly parallel to the nearby U.S. Interstate 5
freeway. This was formerly an archery range.

Figure 5: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Soccer Fields, c.1990.
View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

Due southwest of the soccer fields, between them and Riverside Drive, is a
landscaped front parking area, itself fronted by a strip of lawn with eucalyptus
and other tree specimens adjacent to Riverside Drive. Adjacent directly above
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these soccer fields is a set of three tennis courts, each with a green face and terra
cotta trim (Figure 6). Each tennis court is surrounded by a chain link fence.

Figure 6: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Tennis Courts.
View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

Due south of these three affixed tennis courts is a Spanish Revival rectangularplan, single-story, side-gabled tennis clubhouse completed c. 1927 (Figure 7).
The roof of the structure is of red Spanish tile, and is underscored by wide,
shaped rafter tails of wood. The front elevation of this building features an
aluminum storefront entry door, a large picture window, and a roll-up metal door.
The cladding of the resource is of thick, rough, hand troweled stucco. Wood
lintel beams, currently painted over, are inset above the pedestrian entries within
this resource. Inset within the side gabling at the west side-end of the building
are two circular openings, one placed atop the other. Across this side elevation is
also a flat roofed overhang that wraps around the southwest corner to the front
elevation. The east side of this building features a later, circa 1946 Ranch style
addition that is itself side gabled.

Figure 7: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Tennis Pro Shop.
View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Due northwest directly above the engaged set of three tennis courts and the tennis
club facility are an additional eight tennis courts in two parallel rows of four. A
separate tennis court, which appears to be the main court (Figure 8), is located
just south, southwest of the group of eight tennis courts.

Figure 8: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Main Tennis Court.
View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

This tennis court is acclimated in the same direction as the others, and features
wood bleachers on either lengthwise side of it. The court itself is enclosed by a
wood, shiplap sided fence roughly 4 feet high. Both this fence and the bleachers
are painted a dark evergreen. This tennis court is inset below a landscaped berm
between it and Riverside Drive. This lawn covered berm has mature tree
specimens, including canary pine.
Due immediately northwest of this court is a single-story square-plan tennis
reservations kiosk (Figure 9), circa 1959. This small kiosk has a low-pitched
pyramidal shaped, asphalt shingle roof with a cupola style, flat-sided vent atop its
apex. The roof has wide eaves on all four sides that extend well past the front
service counter, which runs full length and is presently enclosed by a metal
security mesh. Horizontally acclimated, full-length louvered vents traverse the
length of all four sides of this building in the area just below the roof and directly
above the service counter. The building is clad in smooth stucco, and is beveled
inward at all four sides.
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Figure 9: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Tennis Reservations
Kiosk. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes. March 2008

Figure 10. Griffith Park Recreation Center: Park activity area
due N of Tennis Courts. View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

Above the tennis courts area is a section of rolling park space consisting of
mowed lawn and mature tree specimens (Figure 10). Above these sections of
green space are the “Plunge” Swimming Pool and its associated buildings (Figure
11). This complex is acclimated north-south, and is fronted by elm, bottle brush
trees in addition to a large rubber tree. The pool house itself is a two-story
rectangular-plan, side-gabled Spanish-style building with thick, troweled stucco
exterior walls, and Spanish tile roofing. Decorative Spanish tile and decorative
masonry pattern window baffles are part of the design. The front, south facing
elevation of the pool house features a large, centered, two-story arch with two
window bays on either side. At either side of the front elevation is a tall stucco
wall with periodic piers each with a decorative cap. The front and rear elevations
of this building consist of five bays—at the rear elevation the building features
three arches at the lower level with a window bay at each outer level.
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Figure 11: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Poolhouse,1927.
View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

The two symmetrical corredors protruding from either side of the pool house
each consist of a row of freestanding arches covered with a wood trellis. The
rear of the pool house opens up onto the pool itself: a large-scale rectangular plan
pool. This pool is the largest public pool in the City of Los Angeles (Figure 12).

Figure 12: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Plunge and Poolhouse, 1927.
View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

Due south of the pool and perpendicular to the pool house is a rectangular plan 4
x 1 bay, single-story Spanish-style building that presently serves as a day care
center (Figure 13). This building has Front gabling, Spanish tile, and stucco
walls. The entry is topped by a transom window, and is located at the south
elevation of the building. Exposed rafter tails, a stucco chimney with a masonry
apex cap, an arch window at the side elevation, and inset peep-hole attic vents are
part of the design.
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Figure 13: Griffith Park Recreation Center: Day Care Center, c.1927.
View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

The immediate setting surrounding the pool house complex is a low, rolling
landscape of mowed lawn and mature Chinese elm and sycamore trees (Figure
14). The pool house complex as a whole is slightly lowered into the landscape
from the surrounding streets, including Riverside Drive. Low hills and berms
buffer the complex at the edges where it meets the street.

Figure 14: Griffith Park Recreation Center:
Landscaped Park Area Due N of Municipal Pool.
View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008

Across Riverside Drive due southwest of the pool complex is the 1940 William
Mulholland Memorial Fountain, which is City of Los Angeles Historic Cultural
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Monument #162. The fountain is technically not in Griffith Park, but is upon
DWP owned property.
Within the Griffith Park Boundary, due south of the Mulholland Fountain along
the west side of Riverside Drive is the “LA Shares” charitable facility warehouse
(Figure 15).

Figure 15: Former Costume Workshop (LA Shares), 1961 View S. Photo: ICF Jones &
Stokes, March 2008

The primary building of LA Shares is an expressionist Modern design. The
floorplan is hexagonal. Two wrap-around extensions are affixed to the
hexagonal shaped building in a helical pattern, and a hexagonal-shaped concrete
patio and flagpole program is present immediately off of Riverside Drive.
Exposed wood beams protrude out around the base of the building. This facility
is located in a flat area nestled into a hill just south of it. The LA Shares facility
is surrounded by mature elm, cypress, sugar pine and eucalyptus trees. The
parking lot for the facility is itself six sided; an extruded hexagon. The hexagon
motif is a character defining feature of this resource and the surrounding
landscape program. A sidewalk with crooks identical in angle to the building
itself connects the parking lot to the building. This building was the former
Costume Workshop for the Griffith Park Children’s Theater, which was located
immediately north of the Workshop and burned in the late 1980s. This resource
and the Children’s Theater were designed by the noted Modernist firm of
William L. Pereira and Associates.

Crystal Springs Drive
The Pony Rides, The Miniature Train, and the DWP
Structure
As Riverside Drive crosses Los Feliz Boulevard due west, it becomes Crystal
Springs Drive: the primary entrance into Griffith Park proper. Driving northwest
on Crystal Springs Drive, the southern portion of this entrance features a large
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corner area of mowed lawn canopied with cedar and willow trees. At the
northern portion of this primary entrance, within a landscaping that appears
relatively recent, is a bronze statue upon a square base of Colonel Griffith
Jenkins Griffith that was finished in 1996 by the sculptor John Bickart and was a
gift of the Griffith J. Griffith Charitable Trust (Figure 16). Behind this statue is a
biomorphic-shaped planter of single course irregular boulders of various colors
set in concrete. Within it are specimens of miniature palm, ferns, and flowers.

Figure 16: Griffith J. Griffith Statue, Artist:
John Bickart, 1996. View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

Continuing northwest upon the Crystal Springs alignment into Griffith Park,
most of the built recreational amenities are located along the northern shoulder of
the road. The sidewalk along Crystal Springs Drive adjacent to this grassy area
features irregular course boulders laid flat into concrete in the Park style.
Driving westward, a grouping of rectangular plan, one- and two-story metal-clad,
auxiliary sheds buildings is present behind mature tree specimens. Adjacent to
these buildings are fenced holding facilities for horses and the ponies that are
presumably used as part of the nearby pony ride. Further westward upon Crystal
Springs Drive are concessions and other buildings related to a miniature train ride
and a pony ride. The pony ride features a square plan, hipped roof waiting
canopy (Figure 17), acclimated north-south, supported by 4x4 painted wood
columns. The roof of this canopy is clad in asphalt shingle, and is underscored
with painted wood fascia. The wood plank rafters within the canopy are
exposed. Fixed, pipe metal stanchions are present beneath this waiting canopy.
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Figure 17: Pony Rides, 1946. View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

Due immediately east of this canopy is an oval-shaped pony track with wood
plank fences. Due immediately west of the waiting canopy is a small, squareplan, single-story ticket kiosk with an asymmetrical, side-gabled roof (Figure
18).

Figure 18: Pony Rides Ticket Kiosk, c.1946. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes.
March 2008.

This kiosk features an open full-length ticket counter at its east elevation that is
inset into a small porch supported by wood columns at its outer corners. The
kiosk has a painted wood wainscot across the side and rear elevations, a door at
its rear elevation, and a covered window at its south-side elevation. The gable
ends are clad in scalloped vertical boards spaced slightly apart from one another.
The service counter within this kiosk is covered by a pair of barn style board and
batten shutters. The rear, west facing door of this kiosk also features this pattern
upon its door. Immediately north of the waiting canopy and the pony track is a
small, circular “pony-go-round” covered with a circular canvas canopy
supporting a metal pipe framework. Just south of the waiting canopy and pony
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oval track are a row of three single slab, unpainted concrete benches with
rounded sides. A star pattern that was the insignia of the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics, underscored by the five Olympic Rings, is embedded into the sides of
these benches (Figure 19).

Figure 19: 1984 Olympics Sitting Benches.
View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

Due immediately north of the Pony Rides complex is a single-story, rectangularplan refreshment stand and bathroom structure constructed of running course
cinder brick (Figure 20). The walk-up service area is three bays wide set back
into the building. Each bay features a small service window, and is glass infilled,
underscored by a scalloped, vertical board wainscot. The restroom facilities are
located at either side of the building. The rear portion of the building is covered
with a shed roof, and the frontal portion is flat roofed. All the roofing is
underscored with fascia boards. Upon the roof of the building are a backlit sign
and row metal panels with an embossed diamond design running lengthwise
behind the sign.

Figure 20: Concessions Building near Pony Rides.
View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007
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Griffith Park & Southern Railroad Train Complex
Located off of Crystal Springs Drive, just northwest of the pony rides complex is
a grouping of buildings and structures dedicated to the Griffith Park & Southern
Railroad miniature train ride. The primary building among these is a 1.5-story
square-plan ticket kiosk with false bevel wood siding and a cross-gable roof clad
in staggered course asphalt shingle (Figure 21). The front entry faces south, and
is located off-center its elevation adjacent a bay window consisting of four
window bays each with 4/4 woodframe double hung sash. A similar sash is
present upon the side elevations of this building. The building features a variety
of eclectic revival elements including half-timbering, in the gables, elongated
decorative roof brackets, and beadboard wainscots. An extended full-length
wraparound eave with visor roof and exposed rafter tails is present across all four
elevations. Directly behind the themed ticket kiosk is a side gabled loading
canopy of rectangular plan supported by wood, T-post and beam columns affixed
directly to the canopy itself. A metal bell is affixed to the east-side elevation
beam. Customers riding the train enter onto the train below this canopy.

Figure 21: Griffith Park & Southern Railroad and
Associated Buildings. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

A small scale rectangular plan pitched roof concession stand is immediately east
of the entrance canopy. This concessions stand has a single panel door at its
side-elevation and a full-length service window at its front elevation. The roof is
underscored with wood rafter tails.
Due northeast of the canopy in the middle area of the train track right of way is a
¾ scale water tower supported by cross-braced wood columns and two lintels.
The water tower tank is circular and is clad in four wide bands of standing seam
metal. The roof upon it is a circular, low-pitched roof with a centered peak. A
measuring gauge numbered one to 10 is affixed to the side of the tank. A long
metal pour spout of the type seen on watering cans is affixed to the side of the
tank, presumably for its novelty value. Directly behind this building is the train
ride itself, set within a landscape dotted with various ¾ scale buildings and
structures. These themed structures include: a rectangular plan clapboard train
storage shed, three bays long and one bay wide, with 4/4 woodframe double hung
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windows with a pair of arched doors of painted wood board. A full length leanto is affixed to the side of this structure. One track spur runs inward through
each of the doorways. Just northeast of the train storage structure is a small,
rectangular plan hut with false bevel cladding, cornerboards, and a tall, steep
pitched front gable with fascia boards and asphalt shingles. Two doors are
present at the east-side elevation. The front and east-side elevations each feature
off-center 8-unit glazing windows that meet near the southeast corner of the
structure.
The train tracks themselves are narrow gauge, with wood ties underscoring the
tracks themselves. The path of the miniature train is a roughly 600’ long narrow
oval The alignment moves southbound behind the pony rides to a point just
north of the landscaped area at the front entrance to Griffith Park at the northern
shoulder of Crystal Springs drive. At this section, the train route turns eastbound
and then winds back up in a northwestern-western direction parallel to Los Feliz
Boulevard and then against the southbound Interstate 5 off ramp from Griffith
Park. Where the right of way crosses behind the pony rides, there is a miniature
train signal of the type commonly seen on typical roads. This signal features a
vertical metal pole on which are two symmetrical red lights, a white “X” sign
that says “railroad crossing,” and a red- and white-striped arm that lowers when
triggered. Where the train runs against Los Feliz Boulevard, it crosses over a
miniature Pratt truss bridge (Figure 22) with diagonal members of cable and
vertical members of metal column. This bridge, which is four full bays wide
with an additional half bay at either end, is only slightly elevated off the ground,
and is constructed entirely of metal. Within the inner circle of the train’s oval
path are numerous mature tree specimens, mowed lawn, and various mature
cactus and succulent specimens.

Figure 22: Pratt Truss Bridge in the Griffith Park and
Southern Railroad Right of Way. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

Along Crystal Springs Drive in the area just above the miniature train complex is
a c.1926 City infrastructure building (Figure 23). This building is a one-story,
rectangular-plan, side-gabled building with red asphalt shingle, and Colonial
Revival elements. The centered entry to the building is accessed by a set of three
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concrete stairs, faces southwest, and is surrounded by a quoin-like articulated
masonry molding around the doorframe. The jack arching above the door is
slightly peaked. A 1/1 wood frame double hung window covered with a metal
security screen is also present at the front elevation, as are two decorative
modillions at the upper corners. Molding is present across the front and rear
elevation, and it forms gable returns at the side of the structure.

Figure 23: Los Angeles City Infrastructure Building. View E.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

The Crystal Springs Picnic Area, Pote Field, Ranger’s
Station, and Visitor’s Center
Moving northwest along Crystal Springs Drive, the next cluster of visible built
amenities, located off of the east shoulder of Crystal Springs Drive, is the Picnic
Area and Pote Field, the Rangers Station, and other structures included therein.
The Crystal Springs Picnic Area and Pote Field are located immediately off
Crystal Springs Drive roughly 1.5 miles northwest into Griffith Park due north
along Crystal Springs Drive. This picnic and ball field area includes other
buildings, some of which serve an infrastructure function. The entirety of this
complex and its associated resources is set below grade from Crystal Springs
Drive and is separated from it by a continuous berm. The first of these buildings,
which is due north on Crystal Springs Drive, is a rectangular plan, City of Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power powerhouse building that dates from
the 1920s (Figure 24).
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Figure 24: City of Los Angeles DWP Powerhouse. c.1920s. View SE.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Constructed of concrete, this building is side gabled and is five bays long by
three bays wide. Each bay is a large inset panel with molded surrounds. Most of
the bays feature large 1/1 window covered with wire security and topped with
low arching.
Due east/northeast of this structure is a single-story, square-plan building that is
similar in design to a Minimal Traditional residence (Figure 25). This building
has a low, pyramidal roof, clapboard baseboards, and a symmetrical front
elevation with a single panel wood door and 6/6 woodframe double hung
windows at either side of it. This structure was a restroom facility relocated from
the adjacent picnic area that was redeveloped in the 1980s.

Figure 25: Restroom building, c.1948. View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Immediately west of the DWP switching station is a grouping of buildings that
appear to date from the late 1950s of a complex formerly called the “Pettigrew”
(Figure 26). The Pettigrew complex is immediately below Crystal Springs Drive
and features three buildings each with a low pitch shed roof, wood clapboard
cladding, and fascia boards.

Figure 26: Former Pettigrew Complex. View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March
2008.

One of these buildings is a long, single-story building that is four bays long by
one bay wide. At its rear elevation, these three bays feature four unit fixed wood
frame windows. The second building, located adjacent north the previous, is
considerably smaller than the first and is of a single-story rectangular plan and is
two bays long by one bay wide. At the northernmost portion of the Pettigrew is a
two-story clapboard-clad, rectangular plan building with wood fascia boards.
The Pettigrew complex was originally an educational complex to teach grade
school children about animal life. A two-story flat-roofed, corrugated metal open
shed, a recent addition, is located immediately south of the Pettigrew buildings.
Just north of the Pettigrew complex is a single-story, rectangular-plan frontgable-forestation building clad in painted corrugated metal with two garage bays
at its north-west facing front elevation.
East of the Pettigrew is an open lawn covered area with mature sycamore trees.
In the center of it is a fire circle made of boulders. A single-story complex of
recent, metal clad shed buildings serves as a fire station and is located adjacent
the picnic area. Due immediately north of the Pettigrew complex is a large
grouping of picnic tables atop a large concrete pad in the shape of a trefoil. Each
of the picnic tables is a single, folded piece of painted concrete with round edges.
The benches that accompany them are of the same design. This picnic area was
developed in preparation for the 1984 Olympics. The northern and eastern
portion of the Crystal Springs area is a park setting with mowed lawn, narrow
blacktopped streets, and numerous mature sycamore, elm, fragrant ash,
eucalyptus and other tree specimens.
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Low, rolling, mowed lawn hills are part of the design and this picnic area
continues north and westward up to the 5 freeway, to which it runs parallel for a
couple hundred feet. Within this portion of Griffith Park, the 5 freeway is often
baffled by a row of eucalyptus trees, and is elevated above the grade of the park.
Present in the middle of the Crystal Springs Picnic Area is a bathroom building
that dates from c. 1951 (Figure 27).

Figure 27: Crystal Springs Picnic Area restroom structure, c. 1951.
View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

This building is of rectangular plan with cinder brick construction with a framed
vertical-lap siding. A wood, wraparound louvered screen is used for ventilation
and serves as a clerestory. The structure’s roof is gabled and is underscored with
long, extended eaves. The rear/ upper portion of the picnic area arcs northwest in
a manner parallel to the 5 freeway, which serves as the northern boundary for this
entire area. This upper picnic area features additional picnic benches of the
design prior described and also a sand-covered volleyball court. Where it meets
the road, the entire border of this picnic area is lined with either repeating wood
posts with chamfered tops or is lined with old telephone poles laid horizontally at
the shoulders of the road. The picnic area does not abut the berm that supports
the 5 freeway, though it does closely parallel it. Running directly parallel against
the 5 freeway is a continuous dirt equestrian trail that doubles as a jogging path.
Just west of the Pettigrew and the southern portion of the picnic area is a baseball
diamond called Pote Field (Figure 28), the entirety of which is lined with a tall
chain link fence.
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Figure 28: Pote Field, 1950-1976. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The taller, chain link backstop of this baseball field is located at the northwest
corner of the field and it faces southeast. Wood bleachers are present at either
side of it, and are inset in front of a roughly 13’ tall grass berm that runs along
the first and third base sides of the field, and gives Pote Field the impression of
being sunken into the ground. Pote Field was originally installed in 1950. In
1976, the ball field underwent many renovations and improvements. The
original materials and construction from1950 is non-extant. Immediately
southeast of Pote Field just outside the fence of the left field portion is a
rectangular-plan, single-story, 1951 Ranch-style “Field House & Comfort
Station” of painted, running course brick and overlapping gabling (Figure 29).

Figure 29: Field House and Comfort Station, 1951. View SW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The building features extended eaves and large exposed wood rafter tails with
rounded ends. Aside from the restrooms, there are two entries into this structure
and each is covered by a small pitched roof overhang that is supported by
untreated tree trunk columns. A roll-up metal garage door is present at its south
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elevation. Symmetrically placed men’s and women’s restrooms are present at
either end of the east elevation, as is a ribbon-row of seven bays each with
jalousie windows. Part of the design are 1/1 horizontally acclimated windows
and paired casement windows. Due northwest of Pote Field, the grade rises
behind the berm running east-west along the first base line. Behind this berm is a
single row of blacktopped parking spaces. Beyond Pote Field due northwest and
paralleling Crystal Springs Drive is a series of structures primarily used as both a
Visitors Center and Ranger Station.

Ranger Station and Visitor’s Center Area
The area of Griffith Park devoted to the Ranger Station and Visitor’s Center is
located just off Crystal Springs Drive due immediately west of Pote Field. The
first of these structures, which is closest to Crystal Springs Drive, is the “Adobe
of the Ranch Los Feliz” (Figure 30). This adobe structure is of rectangular plan
with thick, adobe walls, and a cross gabled roof clad in Spanish tile. The
structure is of the Spanish Revival design system. The structure features
woodframe multi-unit windows that are, like the doorways, recessed into the
deep adobe walls. Banana trees and birds of paradise are present at the southfacing front elevation. The western portion of the front elevation is a 3-bay, front
gabled unit with a decorative attic vent of square brick with large openings. The
eastern portion of the front elevation contains the front entrance, is side gabled,
and is of four window bays in addition to the entry. At either shoulder in front of
the entry is a low solid adobe balustrade. Upon the northern balustrade is an
early decorative wrought iron light pole with lantern fixture. A mowed grass
front yard is present in front of this building. Within this front yard is a recent
planter of boulders in concrete topped by a cap of flat, header course bricks.
Within this planter are flowering bushes and recent signs that read “Park Ranger
Headquarters” and “Griffith Park Visitor’s Center.” This building, which
underwent a substantial renovation in the 1940s, dates from 1853 and is the
earliest building in Griffith Park.

Figure 30: Feliz Adobe, 1853, exterior renovation in 1940s.
View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Sunken behind the Feliz Adobe is a square plan, single-story Ranger Station
Visitor’s Center complex with smooth stucco cladding and a flat roof. This
structure, which was completed in 1980, is done in a Modern style. The roof is
underscored by an oversized, painted, rectangular box eave that wraps around all
four elevations. The entrance to the Visitor’s Center features a pair of aluminum
shop doors. Five bays of bronze framed pairs of casement windows are also
present at the front elevation that faces southwest. Directly in front of the
Visitor’s Center is an enclosed patio with floor of concrete and also of an inlaid
brick pattern. A wood trellis is present at the northern portion of this patio. A
tapered steel flagpole is present in the middle of this patio, which is enclosed by
stucco walls and partitions roughly 8’ tall. Various fired ceramic decorative
panels by the artist Elaine Katzer and Biologist Judith Hopkins are present along
the walls inside the patio (Figure 31).

Figure 31: Ranger Station Visitor’s Center Complex: Patio. View NW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The flagpole base is of an abstracted series of planes, which also surround a
minimalist style painted wood bench within the patio. Due east of the Visitor’s
Center is a small, rectangular plan building of the same design as the Visitor’s
Center. This structure is acclimated northeast to southwest. Its entry faces north,
is recessed, and features a pair of single panel painted metal doors topped by a
metal transom. An open concrete floored picnic area with concrete picnic tables
is present between the Visitor’s Center and its auxiliary building to the south of
it.
Across a two-lane driveway due northeast/east behind the Visitor’s Center is a
rectangular plan single-story front gabled double-wide portable building, which
serves as the Park Ranger administrative offices. The sides of this building are
clad with scored plywood siding and the roof is of rolled asphalt shingle. Seven
bays of aluminum sliding windows, each with a simple wood surround, are
present at either side of it. The front elevation features a metal shed roof canopy
overhang. The front entry beneath it features a pair of metal doors with a single
glass panel at each upper portion. As Crystal Springs Drive continues northwest,
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through the Wilson-Harding Golf Course, it then turns east and changes name to
Western Heritage Drive.

Western Heritage Drive
Auxiliary area
At the south shoulder of Western Heritage Drive is a large, semi-circular
blacktopped parking area, which is but one component of a larger blacktopped
area that contains a variety of permanent and temporary structures that appear to
be for educational, auxiliary, and support uses for the park. These buildings
include the Griffith Observatory Reservations Center, the Griffith Park Visitor
Services Warehouse, three long 1960s era rectangular plan school buildings,
three recent portable structures, and two large open storage areas that are
enclosed with chain link fencing, located at the southern and eastern perimeters
of the property. The above mentioned school buildings are part of the Griffith
Park Zoo Magnet School. All of these buildings and their associated resources
appear to have been completed after the period of significance (1896–1957) for
the park.

Western Heritage Drive → North Zoo Drive
Western Heritage Way passes through the Autry National Center to its east and
the parking lot of the Los Angeles Zoo to the west (Figures 32 and 33). Both
resources, which are destinations for both local residents and tourists, post-date
the period of significance.

Figure 32: Los Angeles Zoo parking area and front entrance, as seen
from Western Heritage Drive. View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Figure 33: Autry National Center (Autry Center for Western Heritage), 1987.
View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The street curves westward and changes name to Zoo Drive. An arm of Zoo
Drive winds east over the 134 freeway, curves northward and then westward
immediately parallel to where the Los Angeles River forms a sharp angle as it
flows from eastward to southward. This section of road is called “North Zoo
Drive.” A small grove of sycamore trees, which appears to be original to the
park, is present due looking west of Zoo Drive near State Highway 134 on and
off ramps (Figure 34).

Figure 34. Sycamore Grove near SR 134 off of north Zoo Drive.
View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

This setting of this section of Griffith Park, its northeasterly most corner, is
largely industrial, with tall power lines running parallel just north of North Zoo
Drive, and numerous large scale, aging industrial buildings off San Fernando
Road due immediately north and east of the Los Angeles River, which in this
portion is paved. Further west on North Zoo Drive are the Ferraro Soccer fields:
five regulation soccer fields and two practice/ rugby fields, the majority of which
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are acclimated east-west. A rectangular plan, single-story restroom building is
present at the northeast portion of the athletic fields complex. This building,
which is recent and of post-modern design, is made of cinder block and has a
butterfly roof. Six restroom entries are located at the west elevation. Just
beneath roof, inset into all four elevations, is a continuous band of horizontally
acclimated milled aluminum vents. Affixed to the south-west elevation of this
building is a one-story, metal frame geodesic dome with black and white infill
paneling designed to look like a soccer ball. A recent circular irregular course
rock planter with rock and plant specimens and a wood sign that reads “John
Ferraro Athletic Fields Welcomes You…” is present in front of the building
facing North Zoo Drive, as is a mowed lawn area with mature palm specimens.
Immediately east of the restroom structure is a recent playground.
Each of the soccer fields is surrounded by tapered steel column stadium lights
that run roughly 10 stories tall. Each light standard features six large halogen
bulbs. Due immediately west of the soccer complex is a dog park upon a
triangular plot of land that is wedged between the Ventura Freeway at its south
side, and North Zoo Drive at its north side. This dog park is covered with earth
and gravel, is enclosed with a chain link fence, and features mature tree
specimens. The dog park is divided into two sections: the eastern section is for
regular dogs and the smaller western section is for “Small or timid dogs only.”
The Zoo Drive Extension runs parallel along the northern edge of this dog park,
which is bounded by a row of parking spaces. The far western end of the dog
park is paralleled by the terminus of North Zoo Drive.

Zoo Drive
The Pecan Grove Picnic Area
The Pecan Grove Picnic area runs adjacent to Zoo Drive due immediately east of
it for roughly ½ mile, ending at Riverside Drive and the exit ramp off of the 5
Freeway. The Pecan Grove picnic area features a small, grassy area that angles
upward to meet the road to a low berm that runs immediately parallel to the
road’s east shoulder. Thirteen concrete picnic tables in four diagonally
acclimated rows are present, as are steel, elevated hibachi style barbeques at the
southern portion of the picnic area. In the center of this southern portion is a
mature live oak Tree set into the landscape in a sunken planter circle bordered by
vertical wood plank wall (Figure 35). The Pecan Grove Picnic Area features an
assortment of oak, sycamore, pine and eucalyptus trees.
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Figure 35: Live oak within the Pecan Grove Picnic Area. View W.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The eastern edge of the Pecan Grove Picnic area features a continuous row of
low, wood posts. Just west of the Pecan Grove Picnic Area parking lot is a
boulder with a 1996 plaque commemorating the Juan Bautista De Anza Historic
Trail (Figure 36). Immediately north of the parking area is the equestrian trail
(Figure 37) and immediately beyond that is a tall, bush-covered berm on the
other side of which is the State Route 134 freeway.

Figure 36: De Anza Memorial Plaque,1996. Pecan Grove Picnic area.
View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Figure 37: Equestrian Paths, Pecan Grove Picnic Area, c.1959.
Equestrian trails run continuously along the I-5 and SR-134
freeways within Griffith Park.

Zoo Drive→ Riverside Drive
A small section of Riverside Drive is present off of Zoo Drive just west of the
Pecan Grove Picnic Area. Before it enters into the Bette Davis Picnic Area,
which will be described later in the text, it crosses the Los Angeles River via the
Riverside Drive Bridge. Constructed in 1938 as a Public Works Administration
project, the Riverside Drive Bridge is of a 5-bay, concrete span. Each bay is
underscored by a segmental arch supported by a large concrete pier between each
arch. Each pier runs the width of the bridge, and each forms a water channel.
Each pier has rounded edges with a scored line detailing the upper portion. The
railing of the bridge is also concrete and consists of an A-B pattern of open and
closed vertical rectangles with pointed headers. At either side of the bridge
above each support pier and at each end are affixed pole light fixtures. A stylized
base is present beneath each pole, running downward along the outer edges of the
bridge. This stylization is of a deco-style zig-zag pattern that fans out at its lower
portions. The light poles, also concrete, have a fluted pattern and a fluted base.
The light fixtures are bronze lantern style fixtures. The Riverside Drive bridge is
four lanes wide. A 1938 bronze commemorative plaque is present at the northern
portion of the bridge, along the inner portion of the west railing.

Griffith Park Description

January 2008

29

Zoo Drive
Second Picnic Area and Maintenance Facility
A second unnamed picnic area (Figure 38) located off of Zoo Drive runs parallel
the 134 freeway between the Riverside Drive bridge over the Los Angeles River
and the Griffith Park Maintenance Service Yard located at 5201 Zoo Drive.
Numerous Pine specimens are present within this picnic area.

Figure 38: Unnamed picnic area due west of Riverside Drive
off of Zoo Drive. View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

A chain link security fence with barbed wire is present across the front portion of
the maintenance yard, as is a row of mature canary pine trees. The Maintenance
Service yard is located off the east shoulder of Zoo Drive, running parallel to it
and backed by the 5 freeway. The yard is largely blacktopped, as a place to park
various maintenance vehicles. At the far southern end of the maintenance yard is
“Building 1,” a Modern, irregular plan, 1.5-story building of various layered
rectangular-plan units set in a ninety-degree relationship to one another (Figure
39).
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Figure 39: Building 1, Maintenance Service Yard. View N.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Building 1 is acclimated north-south. The northern-side portion of the building is
1.5 stories taller than the southern portion. This structure is of cinder block, and
its flat roofs are underscored by simple beveled concrete molding. The front and
rear elevations feature long horizontal bands of windows each topped by a small,
pitched eave. The window bays within these bands undulate with panels of
cinder block. Many of the windows within these bays are 8-glazed fixed
woodframe horizontally acclimated windows. Other bays within these bands are
now infilled with milled aluminum vents. The front entry is acclimated east and
is inset into the right angle corner formed by two separate units of the building.
Due north of Building 1 is a blacktopped parking area fronted by a two gas
pumps.
Buildings 2 and 3 are located at the northern portion of the Maintenance Service
Yard. Building 2 is a rectangular-plan, single-story cinder block building with a
flat roof underscored by simple beveled concrete molding. The structure is
Modern in design, and dates, like the other buildings in this area, from the early
mid-1950s. The north elevation of Building 2 has one door, plus a band of three
horizontally acclimated window bays topped by a small pitched eave. A similar
eave tops the door at this elevation. The west facing side elevation of Building 2
features a centered pair of single unit metal doors topped by a similar eave of the
kind previously mentioned. The south-facing elevation of Building 2 features
four 8-unit horizontally acclimated window bays in a single band topped by the
low pitch eave of the type previously mentioned. Between each of these window
bays is brick infill painted a different color than the rest of the building.
Located directly behind Building 2 is Building 3, which is a rectangular plan 1.5story Modern Building made of cinder block and done in the Modern style.
Similar to Buildings 1 and 2, Building 3 has a flat roof underscored with a simple
concrete beveled molding. Building 3 is divided into two units: a 1.5-story
northern component and an affixed 1-story southern component. The southwest
facing front elevation features a pair of metal doors and two horizontally
acclimated window bays each of 8-unit glazing. Both windows and the door are
topped by a continuous small pitched eave. The front elevation also features a
tall, pitched roof corrugated metal porch underscored by rafter tails and
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supported by four steel pipe columns. A small, square plan single-story building
constructed similarly to the above three with a molded, flat roof and cinder block
construction is located at the back of the maintenance yard in its northwest
corner. This building is not numbered.

Los Angeles Live Steamers Railroad Museum 1
The Los Angeles Live Steamers Railroad Museum (Live Steamers) is located
across the street from the Griffith Park Maintenance Facility. The Museum is an
open air collection of rideable, 1/8th scale miniature steam, electric and diesel
trains over 23,000 feet of steel rail track, including a main line that is a 1.5 mile
circuit around the perimeter of the Museum (Figure 40).

Figure 40: 1/8th scale train taking passengers through
Los Angeles Live Steamers Railroad Museum, January 2008.
View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, January 2008.

Walt Disney, who donated the line, lent his name to 2,615 feet of the 1/8 gauge
trackage. The line used to traverse his 5-acre Holmby Hills property. Two
turntables, 40-foursteaming bays, and two power hoists are also present, as are
over 80 electric signals. The track is set upon a miniature built environment of
“three miniature towns, two water towers, a roundhouse, three train stations, a
coal tipple, and two control towers,” among many other buildings. 2 Three
concrete tunnels are present, as is a steel frame gambrel truss bridge, called the
O’Brien-Moore Bridge. The track itself is of various miniature gauges.
Interspersed among the various miniature villages within the Live Steamers
Museum are five early train cars, three of which are cabooses that pre-date 1950,
a Union Pacific Baggage Dorm Car built in 1941, and a Union Pacific Sleeper
Car constructed in 1956. An open sided, metal frame, rectangular plan Steam
Plant is present at the rear, south-east portion of the property. The Plant is topped
with a side gabled, metal canopy with a canopied clerestory bump-out upon its
eastern portion. This steam plant contains numerous demonstration pieces of
miniature steam powered machinery. Numerous mature tree specimens, which

1
2

“Los Angeles Live Steamers Railroad Museum,” information brochure. Toluca Lake, CA: Los Angeles Live Steamers, c.2007.
Ibid.
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appear to predate the museum, are present throughout Live Steamers and provide
a degree of shade over the premises.
At the eastern portion of Live Steamers is “Walt’s Barn,” a relocated workshop
that belonged to Walt Disney and served as his workspace for his own model
train line, which as mentioned above, is now part of Live Steamers (Figure 22).
This workshop, constructed in 1950 by Disney Studio architect John Cowles Jr.,
is modeled after a pre-existing barn that was a play-place for Walt Disney during
his childhood years. Walt’s Barn is rectangular plan, single-story clad in wood
board and batten siding. A full length porch runs along the west-side elevation.
The roof is of medium pitch front gable, and the ridgeline purposely sinks, so as
to imply aging. A dovecote is present atop the ridgeline. A centered, double
barn-door entry is present at the south-facing elevation. Above it is an exposed
wood ridgebeam, and a centered, double set of attic doors. The eastern-side
component of the Barn reads as a full-length shed roofed lean-to. This lean-to
component features two symmetrically placed sets of three woodframe windows
and a small, square plan bumpout with a shed roof at its south elevation. Inside
the Barn are numerous displays of tools and model train components that once
belonged to Walt Disney. All benches and desks inside the barn were
handcrafted by Walt Disney. Walt’s Barn was originally constructed in 1950 by
Disney Studios architect John Cowles Jr. and was relocated to the Live Steamers
Museum in 1999.

Figure 41: “Walt’s Barn,” 1950. Los Angeles Live Steamers
Railroad Museum. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, January 2008

Picnic Area
Across the street on Zoo Drive due northwest of the Maintenance Facility and
immediately north of the Live Steamers is a grass-covered picnic area primarily
of square plan with an extended arm at its west end that extends south. This
picnic area is flat, with a mowed lawn covering, and features mature tree
specimens and concrete benches, two of which are covered with 6-sided centralplan canopies supported by metal post V-bracing and clad with fiberglass panels
in the shape of multiple wood shingles. A gravel-covered parking area is located
just south of this picnic area and between it and the picnic area is a continuous
row of low wood posts (Figure 42).
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Figure 42: Picnic Area located between Travel Town and Los Angeles
Live Steamers off south shoulder off Zoo Drive. View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes,
March 2008.

Travel Town Transportation Museum
The Travel Town Transportation Museum (Travel Town) is located at the
northwest edge of the Park off of Zoo Drive where it meets the far western
terminus of Griffith Park Drive (Figure 43).

Figure 43: Travel Town Transportation Museum. View E.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Travel Town is acclimated east-west and features an assortment of buildings,
structures, and most notably, various examples of actual transportation, including
a variety of early steam locomotives. Among these, The 1937 “Little Nugget”
Union Pacific Club Car is City of Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument #474
(Figure 44).
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Figure 44: “Little Nugget” Union Pacific Club Car, 1937. View SW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

A narrow gauge miniature train encircles Travel Town. A blacktopped parking
area is located directly south of the primary entrance into travel town. The kiosk
of the primary entrance is located at the southwest corner of travel town. The
entry kiosk was recently built. This kiosk is constructed of metal columns, and it
has a steep pitch cross gabled roof. As one steps through the entry kiosk, directly
behind it is a recent metal frame bridge with stucco piers at either end that
crosses above a small gully with the narrow gauge right of way. The various
buildings, structures and objects of Travel Town are connected by concrete and
blacktopped walkways that cover the low, rolling hills within Travel Town that
are covered with mowed lawn and mature tree specimens.
At the far west edge of Travel Town is a small, rectangular plan waiting canopy
constructed of wood posts infilled with diagonal cross beam members at its upper
portions. This waiting canopy, which does not appear to be used as such
anymore, has a wood clapboard wainscot. Its roof is side gabled and each gable
end is infilled with spaced vertical wood beams. Exposed wood plank rafter tails
are part of the design. This waiting canopy is adjacent west of the small gauge
railroad that loops around Travel Town, inset onto a concrete pad among ivy
bush. Just east of this canopy is a decaying Los Angeles Railway Horse car.
Along virtually the entire eastern edge of Travel Town are four rows of standard
gauge rail spurs that have upon them a variety of steam locomotives, cabs, and
other rail-related objects dating from the 1880s to the 1930s. An eight-sided
wood gazebo is present at the northeastern edge of travel town, adjacent Griffith
Park Drive. Near the southeastern edge of Travel Town these locomotives and
other train cars are beneath a large, rectangular plan, three-story train shed that
was built within the last 15 years and is done in a turn of the century industrial
style. The structure is side gabled and is open at each gable end. Each gable end
consists of three large bays that are each topped with an arch that is supported by
exposed steel truss members. These arches repeat at each of the nine bays that
comprise the length of the shed. Its canopy, which is nine bays long, is of
corrugated metal roofing except at its northern edge, where this roofing becomes
glass. A full-length clerestory is present upon this building.
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Due west of the large train shed is a recent, rectangular plan single-story visitors
center constructed of running course brick and having a low-pitched hip roof
with asphalt shingle. Centered atop the hip roof of this building is a square plan
brick cupola with a pyramidal roof and a simple clock face at its north elevation.
One entrance to the visitor’s center is recessed behind a full-length opening at the
north elevation. Red glazed ceramic brick tile, laid vertically, is present on the
walls around this entrance. The second entrance is at the west facing elevation.
Both entrances feature a pair of aluminum framed glass shop doors full height
aluminum framed sidelight glazing.
Immediately north in front of the primary entrance is a circa 1952 pylon-shaped
“park style” drinking fountain of irregular coursework with smooth, colored
ashlar cut sandstone and a concrete basin. Due immediately west of this drinking
fountain is a square-shaped planter that is bounded by recent concrete benches
with the words “Travel Town” emblazoned into them. In the middle of this
planter is a re-creation, dedicated in 1993, of the Statue “Spirit of the CCC,”
which is placed upon a beveled end concrete pedestal. The artist of the original
version of this work is John Palo-Kangas. The Travel Town area, and the area
that is now part of SR-134 above it, was originally part of an early CCC camp,
and later served as a Prisoner of War camp during World War II.
Just north of this planter, which serves as the center point for congregation in
Travel Town, is a large, rectangular plan, corrugated metal “Exhibit Hall” with a
centered opening and a low-pitched front gable roof clad in standing seam metal.
The primary space inside the Exhibit Hall includes numerous examples of train
cars, carriages, early automobiles, and other early forms of transportation and
travel. Located north of the Exhibit Hall is an open, grassy area with picnic
benches, mature trees, and a wide stairway that leads up to the entrance/exit gate.
An early San Francisco Cable Car is present within this picnic area, as is a faux
water tower with a wood base and cylindrical, corrugated metal tank that is
adjacent the narrow gauge tracks that run along the edge of this picnic area. Due
southwest of the visitor’s center is a rectangular-plan single-story portable trailer
that serves as the Travel Town Gift Shop.
Due southwest behind this structure is a rectangular plan one-story side-gabled
Depot building clad in wood shiplap (Figure 45).
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Figure 45: Depot, Travel Town Transportation Museum. View SE.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The side gable roof has long, extended eaves with long, thin scrolled wood
brackets, and is covered with staggered course asphalt shingle. Part of the design
are 9/1 wood frame windows. The depot is four bays long, and a ticket counter is
located within the open breezeway at the center of the building. Large carriage
doors are part of the design, and open up most of the building to the outdoors,
revealing that the roof is supported with repeating bays of wood queen trusses.
The north-side gable of the depot features a centered 9/1 wood frame double
hung window, and the south side of the depot features two horizontally
acclimated windows with wood surrounds.
Just north of the train shed, on either side of the western-most of the four rail
spurs, are two train signals, one on either side of the tracks (Figure 46).
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Figure 46: Train signal with 1952 administrative building in background.
Travel Town Transportation Museum. View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Each of these is supported by a steel pole, with two red lights at either side of it.
Atop the pole is an enclosed bell with white “X” that reads “Railroad Crossing”
just below it, and another sign reads “3 Tracks” in reflecting font. Affixed to
each of the arms themselves, which have a standard red and white striped
diagonal pattern upon them, are three small red hanging lanterns. At the northern
portion of Travel Town are two circa 1952 buildings. The first is a square-plan,
single-story flat-roofed building with vertical tongue and groove siding and a flat
roof with long wraparound eaves and beveled fascia boards. This building
features narrow horizontal window bays, each lined with standing wood molding
that wrap around the corners of the building. The front elevation of this building
faces west and features a centered entry with a rustic style vertical board wood
door with an infilled upper glazed panel. A pair of 2/2 woodframe double hung
windows are located to the south of this entry, and a small ribbon of three square
windows are present to the north of the centered entry. This building, which
appears to be an administrative building for Travel Town, has wood clapboard
wainscoting across all four elevations.
Behind this small administrative building is a small-scale, square-plan singlestory restroom building with metal “board and batten” cladding and a low-pitch
butterfly roof. Metal screened transom openings, present across all four
elevations, are part of the design. The restroom entry ways are placed
symmetrically at either end of the southwest elevation, and each is covered by a
metal screened partition. At the northwest corner of Travel Town begins Griffith
Park Drive.
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Zoo Drive → Forest Lawn Drive
A small spur of Zoo Drive runs west of Travel Town and connects to Forest
Lawn Drive. Off the northern shoulder of this spur is the Martinez Arena: an
earth covered horse recreation area enclosed with a wood fence and dotted with
sparsely placed tree specimens Griffith Park briefly runs against a roughly 1
mile stretch of Forest Lawn Drive due west of Travel Town. The property within
the Griffith Park boundary is primary adjacent the north shoulder of Forest Lawn
Drive, and consists of an open, earth-covered area dotted with mature tree
specimens and containing utility poles. This stretch of land is variously referred
to as the “Headworks” and the “Spreading Grounds,” and it is immediately
adjacent to the Los Angeles River (Figure 47).

Figure 47. Headworks area. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

On this stretch of road, the primary portions off the southern side of Forest Lawn
Drive consist of Mount Sinai and Forest Lawn Memorial Parks, both of which
are not part of Griffith Park. Near the entrance to Forest Lawn, a small portion of
Griffith Park is located off of the southern shoulder and it contains the recently
completed Junior Achievement Center, which is a two-story, L-plan concrete
brick educational building with a semi-circular rotunda entrance.

Griffith Park Drive: Mineral Wells Picnic Area
Griffith Park Drive begins at the northwest corner of Travel Town, and its last
leg runs parallel to Crystal Springs Drive from a point beginning at Park Center
and ending at Los Feliz Boulevard at the primary, eastern entrance to the park.
The first stretch of Griffith Park Drive winds through an area called Oak Canyon,
a largely open and undeveloped area of the Park. Due southeasterly through Oak
Canyon, the outer edge of the Toyon Canyon landfill is present off of the south
shoulder of Griffith Park Drive (Figure 48). At the present time, the Toyon
canyon Landfill is being conditioned to become a nature restoration project.
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Figure 48: Toyon Canyon Landfill, 1958. View S off of Griffith Park Drive.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Beyond Oak Canyon due east upon Griffith Park Drive is the Mineral Wells
Picnic Area. The Mineral Wells Picnic Area is a long, narrow picnic area
acclimated northwest to southeast set into its own gully. The ground cover is
mowed lawn, and mature Cypress, pine, sycamore, and maple trees are present.
There is a culvert running diagonally through this picnic area. A retaining wall is
placed between the road against the hillside and flat landscape, where there is a
low wall stepped and composed of rusticated concrete. On the site are picnic
tables, a bathroom building, small metal water foundation, and small concession
stand. These structures date from the mid-1950s (Figure 49).

Figure 49: Mineral Wells Picnic Area. Concessions kiosk in foreground,
restroom building in background. View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, April 2008.

Located near the center, northern portion of Mineral Wells Picnic Area is a
rectangular plan single-story bathroom structure. The side elevations are the
long, lengthwise elevations and the men’s and women’s entries are placed
symmetrically, underneath either gable end. The south-side elevation features
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two ribbons of window: one of four bays and the other of six. The north-side
elevation features a ribbon of square windows at the east side, upon the men’s
restrooms. This structure is clad in smooth stucco and features a gabled roof clad
in asphalt shingle and underscored with exposed wood rafter tails. Stucco-walled
partitions are present in front of each entry. The doors to each restroom are
rusticated wood board and batten with a small view window.
A single-story rectangular-plan, small-scale concessions kiosk is located due
west of the restrooms, near the northwest corner of the Mineral Wells Picnic
Area. This structure is clad in smooth stucco siding and has a hipped roof clad in
rolled asphalt shingle underscores by wood rafter tails. The front of this
concessions stand faces south and is fronted by a full-length porch supported on
either end by three thin wood posts. A pedestrian entry is present on the east
portion of the front elevation, and it is surrounded by wood framing. Two
counter bays, now infilled with T-111 siding, are present at this elevation. No
windows are present upon this structure, which, like the previously described
restroom, is minimal traditional in style. A power hookup pole is present due
west of the front elevation.
Above the Mineral Wells Picnic Area is the very recent Los Angeles Zoo Animal
Hospital facility. This structure is very recent and is Postmodern in design. The
animal hospital facility consists of various component buildings and an irregular,
U-plan arrangement. Each component building ranges from one to three stories.
The structure is made primarily of rusticated concrete block, but features
numerous elevations of continuous glass fronted by metal screens. Above the
roofs of these structures are metal cantilevered canopies upon both side units.
The rear unit is slightly elevated above the other two units and features a primary
south-facing elevation of continuous vertically acclimated full green glazing
fronted my metal screen. The west wing contains a balcony, and the right wing
is one story with a subterranean level. The courtyard in front of these buildings
features a large driveway and permanently affixed machinery. The complex is
fronted by an ivy covered wall with the words “Los Angeles Zoo” written in a
modern, metal font affixed to this wall.

Wilson Harding Golf Clubhouse
The Wilson Harding Golf Clubhouse is a two-story, irregular plan, cross gabled
clubhouse with hand troweled stucco cladding designed to look like adobe. The
structure is Spanish Eclectic in design, such as The features that associate it to
the Spanish Eclectic design system include hand troweled stucco cladding,
Spanish tile roofs, and corredors. The general symmetry of the front elevation,
with a two story central component with extended wings and a centered cupola
with weather vane give provide the building Colonial overtones (Figure 50).
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Figure 50: Wilson-Harding Golf Clubhouse, 1937. View NW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

All roofs are underscored with decorative rafter tails. A large pitched roof porch
supported by four piers made of brick is present in front of the main entry. The
sides of this pitched roof portion feature a colonial revival type tongue and
groove pattern in wood with scalloped edges. This porch is supported by six
square piers each made of brick, the frontal four of which support a continuous
lintel beam, itself topped by scrolled rafter tails and the Spanish tile clad pitched
roof itself. Present on the side of one of the two inner beams is a bronze plaque
that reads “Built by the Works Progress Administration 1937.” Behind the
southern portion of the frontal unit of the golf clubhouse is an enclosed patio with
a centered, terra cotta decorative fountain supported on an octagonal brick base.
The rear portion of the building appears to be a separate structure, though it is
connected. This rear component is one-story rectangular plan, and has a recessed
front elevation that faces south onto the patio. This front elevation is recessed
behind a centered porch supported by two wood columns. Two entry doors
symmetrically placed are present within the recessed portion of the front
elevation of the rear component of the clubhouse. The wood screen door is
original and features three panels topped by a large screen picture panel. Wood
board and batten cladding is present in the recessed element of the front
elevation. This rear structure is one-story, rectangular plan with side gabling and
has stylistic features associated with the early California Ranch design system.
At the southern portion of its front elevation is a paired casement window with
each window being three vertical glazed units. Wood shutters are present at
either side. The very rear portion of the building is a rectangular-plan one-story
structure clad in hand troweled stucco with an asymmetrical side gabled roof clad
in Spanish tile. The east facing side elevation features a continuous band of
horizontally acclimated six-unit wood frame windows. Two additional structures
done in the Spanish Revival Style are located behind the clubhouse and are part
of the same program as the Lounge itself. The golf course area is surrounded by
small putting greens of various sizes located in front of and due south of the
building. A new, later fountain is present due south of the clubhouse.
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Behind the Wilson Harding Golf Clubhouse is a large, two-story metal golf
driving range facing west. This platform for this driving range is a two-story
metal frame structure with a metal banister. The driving range is enclosed by a
large, 20’-tall chainlink fence, placed atop an early park-style wall with irregular
rusticated concrete block, which appears to be more recent. . Grass covers the
driving range, which is roughly 250 feet in length. The parking area for the
clubhouse complex is located due southwest of the clubhouse proper. Around
these parking areas are irregular course square block park style walls of
sandstone and/or aggregate concrete block with irregularly placed dry course
mortar. The lower of the rock walls runs virtually full length parallel to the row
of parking spaces just south of the driving range.

The Wilson and Harding Golf Courses
The Harding Golf Course is an 18-hole course spanning 6,536 yards for a Par 72.
It is located off of Crystal Springs Drive and combines with Wilson Municipal
Golf Course, which is similar to the Harding Course, where it contains 18 holes
and 6,942 yards for a Par 72 (Figure 51).

Figure 51: Wilson & Harding Golf Courses. View SE.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Both courses are rectangular in shape, located adjacent to Interstate 5 to the east,
bounded by Griffith Park Drive to the south and west, and bordered by the Los
Angeles Zoo to the north. Crystal Springs Drive divides the course, running
north-south, where 12 holes, driving range, and golf clubhouse is located on the
northwest section. Both of the landscapes have a flatter terrain than the
Roosevelt course, with occasional low level hills and gatherings of oak and
sycamore trees. The western course contains areas of natural growth vegetation,
or groves, which have a brush area where wildlife such as deer reside; as well as
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larger hills with terrain unchanged from the Rancho period. Older golf
maintenance buildings exist on the western course in a fenced area, as well as
other auxiliary buildings. There is a restroom located north of the maintenance
buildings that is one story, rectangular in plan. It is composed of stucco with
wood frame windows and upper window and door sills. The windows are oneover-one double hung and designed in a symmetrical formation. There are door
frames on the north and south elevations with a concrete block wall guiding each
entrance. The roof has a medium-pitch with composition shingles and
overhanging eaves with exposed rafter tails on the east and west elevations.
Another auxiliary building includes a one-story, rectangular in plan wood shed.
The building features a slanted roof line, vertical wood siding, and a pair of wood
doors. The western course contains landscape features such as park style
retaining walls, minimalistic concrete bridges with metal balustrade, and small
stone bridge with decorated arch in the park style. The eastern course is larger in
scale, and contains more buildings, such as a golf shop, café, and restroom
building that is centrally located within the course. It is one-story, rectangular in
plan, and composed of concrete block. The roof has a medium-pitch with
composition shingles and overhanging eaves. The eastern elevation, which is a
gable end, consists of large, multi-paned windows within wood frames that
follow the pitch of the roof. Two doors are located on the north and south
elevations; one is for the restrooms, while the other provides access into the
shop/café area. A pair of one-pane, metal encased windows are also located on
these elevations, set within a wood frame. Northeast of this building is a raised
concrete structure. It has concrete steps and a wood balustrade that encompasses
the foundation; located within the structure is a metal picnic table. Slightly
northwest is a wood bridge with concrete foundation located over a stone
waterfall that leads to a small pond. Also within the eastern course, near the
northern boundary, is an outline of a concrete foundation; there is no information
pertaining to what structure was formerly located on the premises. Both of the
courses contain a series of wood benches and features park-style water fountains,
as well as water attributes within the course and sand traps around the holes.

Griffith Park Drive → Camp Road Boys Camp
The Griffith Park Boys Camp (Figure 52) is located off Camp Road, which is
accessed off of the southern shoulder of Griffith Park Drive. The camp buildings
are inset into a pine tree-laden hilly enclave, all upon the east facing hillside
slope.
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Figure 52: Griffith Park Boys Camp. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

At the southwest corner of its access road and Camp Road is a decorative yard art
vignette featuring a wood totem pole (Figure 53), an Indian teepee and a canoe.

Figure 53: Griffith Park Boys Camp. View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

The Griffith Park Boys Camp consists of 14 cabins, four restroom buildings, a
larger scale main building, and a Directors house. The buildings share an
expressivist Modern design system informed by the earlier A. Quincy Jones Girls
camp units located off of Canyon Drive. All of the buildings appear to date from
within the last 30 years. Each of these buildings is one story, with a rhomboid
plan. Each building features triangular, low pitched angled roofs underscored by
fascia molding and exposed beams. The ridgeline of each gable is acclimated
toward the corners of the building, making the various buildings appear diamond
shaped. Each elevation is clad in tongue and groove vertical wood bays painted
the color of redwood, undulating with vertical stucco bays with one aluminum
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slider window per bay. At the corners of the cabins are vertical pylons of béton
brut plank concrete. The east elevation of the Boys Camp Main Building, which
is larger and appears to be used for gatherings, contains bays entirely infilled
with large, square glazing units framed in aluminum mullions. Its west elevation
features a wall primarily of irregular course boulders set into concrete. Adjacent
southeast of the camp complex is a square plan, grass-covered playing field. Due
immediately west of the camp complex is a rectangular-plan five-lane swimming
pool, and low retaining wall of irregular course rubble set in mortar that appears
to predate the camp buildings. This wall, which is roughly 3 feet high, runs
north-south toward its south end, where the wall conjoins with a stairway leading
to the foundation of a pre-existing building. Due south of the Boys Camp
buildings, inset into a separate hillside enclave, is a row of concrete foundations,
running east-west of former cabins that have since burned. Elevated above this
hill and due slightly westward from the abandoned foundations is a now
abandoned concrete swimming pool, surrounded by a chain link fence and
adjacent a small guard stand with a gabled roof clad in wood shingles.

Griffith Park Drive Ctd.
NYC Picnic Areas
Due east of the Boys Camp, Griffith Park Drive continues east past the base of
the hills due northeast of Bee Rock. Off the southern shoulder of this stretch of
Griffith Park Drive are three small picnic areas each cleared by the
Neighborhood Youth Council (NYC). Located off the west shoulder of Griffith
Park Drive, moving from north to south, the first NYC picnic area (NYC 3) is a
triangular grass pad with a small row of four wood posts at its northwest portion.
The rear portion of NYC 3 terminates in a gully area away from the road. The
NYC 2 picnic area is an isosceles-shaped pad of mowed lawn, with its vertices
away from the street, and terminating in a gully formed by two hillsides. Parallel
to the road, NYC 2 has two concrete benches, side by side, beneath two fully
mature sycamore trees. A modern steel beam L-shaped drinking fountain is
present near these benches. Two additional trees are symmetrically placed at
either side of the middle portion of this picnic area. The northern boundary of
this picnic area is bordered by a row of cylindrical wood posts, above which is a
dirt parking area. The NYC 1 picnic area is an isosceles-triangle-shaped pad of
mowed lawn that runs east west, and terminates into a gully between two hills.
NYC 1 has three concrete picnic benches underneath two sycamore trees (Figure
54). A row of low wood posts border this picnic area along its north and south
sides.
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Figure 54: NYC 1 Picnic Area. View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Old Zoo Picnic Area
The Griffith Park “Old Zoo” (Figure 55) is inset at the north-facing base of hills
forming Spring Canyon below Old Zoo Trail. The Old Zoo is a continuous row
of semi-recessed cave-like spaces made of sculpted concrete designed to look
like various over-sandstone boulders. The design of the Old Zoo features a
variety of asymmetrical, irregular arrangements of these boulders, which often
appear to be protruding outward at their upper courses. These caves read as
integrated into the landscape and have a quality of a primitive or prehistoric
construction. These cave-like openings were for the various animals within
various cages, and they vary in size and design from tall, narrow, flat-topped
openings that are similar to a pedestrian entry to wider, lower round arched
opening that were used for various animals. Metal pulley wheels are present
upon the rear elevations upon the southern-most of the zoo structures.

Figure 55: Old Zoo Picnic Area, Public Works Construction,
c. 1932. View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, July 2007.

Set within the far northern niche, and present behind chain link fencing, is a low
drinking fountain that is one piece of sculpted concrete. This drinking fountain
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features a swirling shaped base and a concrete step with aggregate rock in its
tread. This step is one continuous piece with the rest of the fountain, which
overall has an organic, handmade quality.

Figure 56: Old Zoo Picnic Area, Public Works Construction,
c.1932. Drinking Fountain. View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, July 2007.

At either side of the Old Zoo are low walls in concrete of the same stylization as
the Zoo structure itself—square cut irregular course concrete designed to look
like sandstone boulders. The northern edge wall above the caves features large
undulating square cut concrete blocks that create a crenellation effect atop the
wall. The Old Zoo is fronted by a large, semi-circular picnic area covered with
mowed lawn and featuring mature tree specimens and seven concrete picnic
benches. Old Zoo Trail runs directly behind the caves. At the southern portion
of the trail, east shoulder, are original metal fence poles with metal finials. As
the trail nears closer behind the Old Zoo, at either shoulder of it are low, parkstyle barrier walls of irregular course rubble in mortar. Additional zoo-related
resources are present at either side of the trail. At the southern portion of the
trail, at its west shoulder, is a concrete base, single-story square-plan cage with
thin metal vertical column bars and flat, metal horizontal members. Due west of
this cage on the opposite end of the trail is the former animal hospital building.
This building is a square plan, single-story corrugated metal structure with a
corrugated metal gabled roof underscored with exposed rafter tails. Its frontfacing south elevation has three square window openings in a continuous row at
its eastern portion, and one larger window bay at its western portion. The rear
elevation features a ribbon row of three square window bays, and a rectangular,
square attic vent. A clapboard clad lean-to with a pedestrian entry is affixed to
the rear elevation, with a west facing entry that is currently door-less; the entire
building is open and abandoned. Due immediately west of this building is a
concrete trough inset into the ground, and it is located next to a small rectangular
plan concrete brick object that appears to have been a small animal house. This
object, which is no more than 4 feet off the ground, has a large, center opening at
its south elevation. Off of the south shoulder of Old Zoo Trail due slightly west
of the zoo itself is the foundation remains of the former Zookeepers house
(Figure 57). This foundation is accessed by a small concrete stairwell off of the
trail. The foundation is square plan, with the remains of a chimney at the east end
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of it. A scored concrete porch is still present in front of the foundation, as are
remnants of pink square and yellow hexagon ceramic tile slabs within it.

Figure 57: Foundation of Zoo Keepers House above
the Old Zoo, c.1914. View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, July 2007.

Wilson-Harding Turf Maintenance Facility
The Wilson-Harding Turf Maintenance facility is a complex of 12 single-story,
rectangular-plan buildings and structures acclimated northwest to southeast
around a paved, central, rectangular open court (Figure 58). The majority of the
buildings are clad in corrugated metal painted evergreen, and have corrugated
metal gabled roofs underscored with exposed wood rafter tails. Though all of the
structures are gabled, the gable acclimation varies from front to side gabled. The
majority of the structures at the upper/eastern row of this complex are sheds and
garages, and have large, continuous open bays supported by metal columns that
face the inner court. Exposed wood trusses are visible inside the open faced,
eastern row of buildings and structures. Carriage-style doors are part of their
design. The majority of the buildings at the lower/western row are fully
enclosed, and at present serve as offices. Many buildings still possess their
original wood doors, each of five panels. The west-facing rear elevations of the
south row of buildings feature 4/4 woodframe windows. Two front gabled auto
garage structures are also present along the south row, though they are due
slightly west, outside of the court. One of these garages is of smooth stucco and
the garage due west of it is of wood clapboard. The garage bay occupies the
entire length of each front elevation, and each garage door is a single panel wood
door.
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Figure 58: Wilson Harding Turf Maintenance
Facility (Former Ranger’s Headquarters). View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, July 2007

A corrugated metal, gable roofed, open-sided structure is located at the southern
portion of the paved court and appears to have been an early filling station
(Figure 59). Due south of this structure, at the far south end of the complex, is an
L-plan cross gabled building, also clad in corrugated metal, that has an off-center
entry at its north-west, front gabled elevation. This entry door is fronted by a
two-panel woodframe screen door that appears to be original. A gabled square
plan, corrugate metal cupola straddles the ridgeline of the roof above the entry.
Mature tree specimens surround the Wilson-Harding Turf Maintenance Facility.

Figure 59: Service Station within Turf Maintenance Facility
View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007

Park Center
Park Center is a large, semi-circular grassy area that elevates slightly as it
ascends toward the hills south and west of it. The southern portion of Park
Center features four tennis courts enclosed by chain link fencing covered in green
nylon cloth, and surrounded by mature tree specimens. A small, rectangular plan
kiosk with wood board and batten cladding and a pitch roof is located slightly upGriffith Park Description
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grade immediately south of the tennis courts. At present this kiosk is surrounded
by chain link fencing. A sign at its west facing front elevation reads “pony ride.”
This kiosk appears to be abandoned. Immediately north of it is an abandoned
pony-go-round apparatus of steel pipe and chain. Immediately west of the tennis
courts is a rectangular plan, single-story bathroom structure of cinder block with
a flat roof underscored by a ribbed row of horizontally acclimated clerestory
windows at its east-facing rear and west facing front elevation. Exposed
horizontal beams protrude out from the clerestory windows at the west facing
front elevation. The front elevation of this restroom structure faces west and
features structural partitions at either end which one enters behind to access the
restrooms. Immediately west of the tennis courts and uphill, across a single lane
service road is the Griffith Park Merry-Go-Round (Figure 60).

Figure 60: Merry-Go-Round. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The merry-go-round is a four abreast, all horse Spillman type carousel. It
features early horse sculptures believed to have been carved by carousel pioneer
Charles Looff in the 1880s, and these horses are elevated slightly higher than the
others. The merry-go-round is inset into a nook surrounded by steep grass
berms. Directly above it is a parking area that traverses north-south. A second
parking lot is located above Park Center due north and slightly down grade of the
previous parking lot. This second lot, which is called “Merry Go Round Lot 2,”
is rectangular plan and features later boulder wall elements with concrete
stairwells set into them. These stairs, located at the northern portion of the lot,
lead downward into the park.
In the middle, upper portion of Park Center are two structures. One is a squareplan, single-story structure of painted cinderblock, and a flat roof underscored by
a wood inset fascia. This structure, which is done in a Modern style, was
originally constructed in 1954 as a “Seal Show” exhibit, as early construction
plans identify the building as such (Figure 61). The front elevation of this
structure faces south, and contains an inset concrete stage.
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Figure 61: Park Center: Seal Show Building, 1954. View NW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

Due north of the seal show is a small-scale, rectangular-plan single-story
bathroom building with stucco clad walls. The gabled roof is underscored with
exposed wood rafter tails with rounded edges and is clad in asphalt shingle. One
bathroom entry is present at each gable end; men at the south gable and women
at the north gable. In the apex above each entry are three ceramic, circular
openings in a triangle formation that serve as attic vents. Each entry features a
single leaf wood door with a small security window. The lengthwise side
elevations feature symmetrically placed paired window bays with each window
covered with decorative metal security bar in a diamond pattern (Figure 62). A
wood lintel tops each pair of windows as well as each door, each of which is
fronted by an enclosure of wood plank.

Figure 62: Park Center: Restroom Facility. View E.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

In Park Center a long, continuous row of 21 concrete picnic tables runs roughly
north-south in the area just east of the above-mentioned resources. These picnic
tables are set between two rows of mature sycamore trees that are, at present,
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roughly 50 feet tall. A second long, continuous row of 12 picnic tables is located
just south east of the Park Center tennis courts, near the southern edge of Park
Center. Each of these picnic tables is of smooth concrete stained orange. The
table and benches are each of one affixed unit. The City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks insignia is present in a circle at the support
base of the table. These picnic tables as well are located between two rows of
mature sycamore trees.
In the middle, northern portion of Park Center is an irregular plan, single-story
building that serves as the Park Services Building (Figure 63). This building,
which dates from circa 1937, is house-like, and features a variety of Spanish
Revival elements. This building is clad in stucco with the front entry facing
south. The front-gabled apex above the entry has molding and two circular
protruding openings, one placed over the other, that serve as an attic vent. The
entry doors are a pair of single leaf wood units. The entry is slightly recessed,
and is topped by a wood lintel. One window bay is present at either side of the
entry and each of these window units is topped by a long, wood plank lintel, and
each is underscored with T-111 siding. A slightly elevated porch with scored
concrete and fireflash tile is present in front of the entry. A second entry to the
building faces east, and is inset inside a small covered porch with a shed roof
supported by wood posts. The door at this entry is a single leaf wood door with a
small window at its upper portion. This window features a security bar covering
of wrought iron in a simple lattice pattern. A large enclosure is present behind
the north/rear elevation of this resource.

Figure 63: Park Center, Park Services Building,
c. 1927. View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, July 2007.

Directly west above the Park Services building is “Shane’s Inspiration,” a
sprawling complex of various types of playground equipment all designed to be
fully accessible by the disabled (Figure 64).
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Figure 64: Park Center: Shane’s Inspiration Universally
Accessible Playground. View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

At the upper, western portion of Shane’s Inspiration is a rectangular plan
restroom structure of multi-colored cinderblock done in the postmodern style.
This structure features variegated massing including small, square planed tower
components with steep, standing seam metal pyramidal cupolas. Aluminum
milled attic vents underscore each of these cupolas. Angled walls are juxtaposed
with flat walls across all four elevations, and each plane is of a different color
than that adjacent to it. Shane’s Inspiration was built within the last 15 years and
is not a contributor to the historic significance of Griffith Park. An arm of Park
Center extends the southwest arm of Shane’s Inspiration and it features various
concrete picnic benches, including an abstract, Modern style concrete bench with
beveled sides. The benches to these are trapezoidal in shape, with some halflength of the tables and others full-length. This picnic area extends westward
into a small, hilled gully.
After Park Center, Griffith Park Drive continues southeast for roughly 1 mile at
the perimeter of the central, hilly portion of the Park before coming to a turn-off
for the Marty Tregnan Golf Academy.

The Marty Tregnan Golf Academy
The Marty Tregnan Golf Academy is a junior golf center located up the hill from
the southeastern section of Griffith Park Drive (Figure 65). The driveway
contains a small stone and concrete wall that has been painted. The wall is
replicated at the top of the hill, with a large retaining wall that diminishes into the
smaller wall bordering the parking lot. The maintenance building north of the
parking lot has a one-story, rectangular plan with a concrete foundation. There is
vertical wood siding with two, symmetrically located, roll-up garage doors that
have inset wood panels. The building has a pitched roof with composition
shingles and a belt course that runs around the building, located at the top of the
wood frame garages.
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Figure 65: Marty Tregnan Golf Academy. View NW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

The Golf Academy building is new construction that is one-story and situated
above the retaining wall. The concrete stairs and ramp leading to the building
have a brick memorial dedicated to the people who helped finance the Academy
and structures. It is composed of stucco with tinted, single pane, side-by-side
windows on the east and west elevations. The north elevation, which faces the
driving range, has an embedded arcade supported by columns with a central
tinted glass window. The west elevation, that faces the putting range, has a
stucco porch with supporting columns and gable roof. There is an extended
metal porch with a flat roof and metal poles located south of the gabled porch.
Picnic tables and benches are located underneath the metal porch. The roof of
the entire building is pitched with Spanish tiles.
The Golf Facility is on a downward sloping landscape to the south. It is
comprised of a driving range to the north of the Academy building and a small
putting green in between the driving range and building. To the south, west, and
northwest of the building are three holes, in which small sand traps are located
around the putting green of each hole.

Amenities and Areas due east and north of the Los
Angeles River
A portion of State Route 134 is within the historic boundary of Griffith Park and
parallels the Los Angeles River where it runs east-west. Where the river turns
southward, the section of it against Griffith Park is now paralleled by the
Interstate 5 freeway, which is due west of the river and is set within Griffith Park.
Interstate 5 and State Route 134 read as the physical east and north boundaries of
Griffith Park. The vast majority of the park is due southwest of these two
freeways. However, there are smaller portions of the park with various resources
located on the opposite side of both the 5 and the 134 freeways near to the
communities of Atwater, Glendale, and Burbank. Historically, Griffith Park not
only abutted the Los Angeles River, but also traversed it due north and east.
Beginning at the southeast corner of Griffith Park and running north, and then
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westerly, the following areas are contained within Griffith Park but are located at
either the east or north sides of the Los Angeles River.
The Baum Bicycle Bridge is present over Los Feliz Boulevard, between the Los
Angeles River and Interstate 5 (Figure 66). The bridge is composed of concrete
and metal with a large metal circle through which one rides at each end done in
the style of a spoked bicycle wheel. The bicycle tire theme is expressed through
a small metal balustrade on top of the concrete sides, and again on the larger
balustrade on the ramp leading up to the large, decorative circles.

Figure 66: Baum Bicycle Bridge. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

Los Feliz Boulevard
Los Feliz Golf Course
East of Interstate 5 and the Los Angeles River is the Los Feliz Golf Course
(Figure 67). This 9-hole Special “Pitch and Putt” course is accessed via Los
Feliz Boulevard, and runs parallel against the Los Angeles River. The course is a
Par 3, which spans 1,065 yards, and includes a small putting green near the
southwest corner. The landscape consists of low rolling hills with maple and
pine trees. In addition, there are a few wooden benches placed on the course, as
well as very small auxiliary structures that are rectangular sheds composed of
wood with a central door, or a larger shed with double wood doors.
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Figure 67: Los Feliz Pitch and Putt Golf Course. View N.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

Set within the Los Feliz Golf Course, the Los Feliz Café was constructed in 1948
by transforming a Quonset hut (Figure 68). Although the exterior does not
portray this building style, the interior contains the barrel vaulted supports. The
building is one-story and has large window panes that slant upward and to the
exterior. There is a stone water table and two brick pillars that surround the glass
door that faces west, to the parking lot. There is a concrete extension of the
building to the west, along Los Feliz Boulevard, that has raised side-by-side
single pane windows with decorative, applied security bars. The west side of the
building has a concrete patio with wood canopy to the north and newer concrete
and metal fence. In front of the Los Feliz Café is a 1950s-era pole sign with the
word “EAT” in block lettering highlighted in neon and set upon a rectangular
backing. Immediately beside it is an intact, early 1950s era backlit pole sign for
the course itself (Figures 69 and 70).

Figure 68: Los Feliz Café. View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

Griffith Park Description

January 2008

57

Figure 69: “EAT” neon pole sign at Los Feliz Café,
Los Feliz Golf Course. C.1956. View SW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Figure 70: Los Feliz Golf Course backlit pole sign, c. 1960.
View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Within the Los Feliz Golf Course there is an auxiliary building facing the Los
Feliz Café used to store landscaping and maintenance equipment. It is one-story,
rectangular in plan, with a flat roof. The building contains board-and-batten
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siding, as well as a garage and metal door. A square-plan, single-story, tongueand-groove-clad check-in kiosk is also located southwest of the Los Feliz Café
(Figure 71). This check-in kiosk is mid-century vernacular in design, and has a
pitched roof that cantilevers out as an overhang. This roof is underscored with
stylized fascia boards that wrap around the rear elevation of the building.

Figure 71: Los Feliz Pitch and Putt: Kiosk. View W.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

There is parking for the facility adjacent to the Boulevard and River in a small,
paved lot. A small circa 1955 golf shop building is present that features a slanted
roofline with exaggerated, metal roof line and German clapboard siding. The
building resides on a concrete foundation and has aluminum encased windows on
the main (north), west, and east elevations with security bars. Below the
windows is a projecting water table that has a small top surface where it meets
with the windows.

Chevy Chase Drive
North Atwater Park
Directly above the Los Feliz Golf Course are private equestrian facilities that are
not part of Griffith Park. Located off of Chevy Chase Drive, above these
facilities is North Atwater Park (Figure 72). North Atwater Park is a small,
rectangular section of Griffith Park east of Interstate 5 and the Los Angeles
River, where it is classified as the Griffith-Metro Region. The northern side has
two large concrete circles within the ground that contain sand and playground
equipment within one, and the other is in-filled with brick and contains different
heights of large column structures. Directly south of the concrete circles is a
bathroom building that is one-story, rectangular in plan. It is composed of metal
and concrete siding with a cast concrete foundation and pitched roof with
composition shingles. There are inset doorways on the north and south
elevations and series of raised open-air metal screens that are located on all
elevations. There are flower boxes surrounding the building. To the south and
west of the bathroom building is predominantly flat, grassy landscape that has
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pine and maple trees, as well as picnic benches. To the south of the park area are
basketball courts, small baseball field, and a metal water fountain.

Figure 72. North Atwater Park. View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

Griffith Park Central Service Yard
Directly north of North Atwater Park is the Griffith Park Central Service Yard.
The Griffith Park Central Service Yard is a trapezoidal piece of land that is
located adjacent to Interstate 5 on the east and directly north of North Atwater
Park. The area that encompasses the Central Service Yard is 27.55 acres and
contains an asphalt ground surface with sections designated for different
departments, in which each division has a main building and designated area for
storing temporary structures, machinery, and vehicles. The main access into the
yard is via Chevy Chase Drive, where the entrance into the Central Service Yard
is through a security booth. It is a one-story, small square structure that has a
large roof overhang, which is flat. The building resides on a concrete foundation,
with a concrete water table that is fluted and large single-pane windows above.
There are two metal doors with a glass transom on the east and west elevations.
The road extends north, through the yard, where after passing the security booth
there is a warehouse directly to the west. It is a one-story, rectangular-plan
building on a concrete foundation. The elevations are composed of corrugated
metal with metal doors and a flat metal roof. The windows are metal casement
and double metal encased with concrete lower sills. Directly north of the
warehouse is a parking lot and fenced-in area that holds temporary storage
structures. To the north is a one-story, rectangular building that holds the
Equipment Division. It has a concrete foundation, vertical wood siding, metal
encased windows in a wood frame, and a flat roof. The building has a front
porch with wood supports that faces north. Directly east of the small building is
a larger concrete warehouse. It is a tall one-story building used in conjunction
with the Division’s administrative building.
Off the main road to the east is a trailer that holds the Golf Division. It is a
rectangular building composed of vertical wood siding and metal encased
windows within a wood frame. There is a concrete foundation, flat roof, and
wooden front porch that looks north.
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Continuing north on the road, there is a large office administration building for
the Department of City Wide Construction (Figures 73 and 74). The building
has a T-shape, where the cross of the T is two stories and the extension is onestory. The structure has a concrete foundation, water table, and flat roof. It
features large single pane windows that are side-by-side on each elevation. This
is the largest office building within the central Service Yard and the most
architecturally defined. This building is done in a Mid-Century Modern design
and features a generous use of large-scale glass windows in continuous
horizontal ribbons; a flat roofed car canopy; and an extended second level with
large glazing units fronted by metal, decorative screens with a repeating circle
pattern. The planters around this building are done in the park style, though they
appear to be from the late 1950s, like the building itself.

Figure 73: Central Service Yard, administration building, 1958.
View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

Figure 74. Central Service Yard, administration building, 1958.
View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007
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To the east of the Construction Department, across the street, is a larger
warehouse and administrative building. It has single pane windows on the
northeast corner, where the elevations primarily consist of concrete with roll-up
garage doors. The majority of the north elevation contains a concrete loading
dock. To the north of the buildings are two large warehouses that lie before the
northern boundary of the property. They are tall one-stories, rectangular in plan
on a concrete foundation. The eastern warehouse is composed of corrugated
metal east and west elevations, with concrete elevations on the north and south.
There are metal doors, roll-up garage doors, and a flat roof. The building
features a series of side-by-side garages, with no garage doors, on the west
elevation. The east elevation has a downward slanting porch roof, composed of
metal, which provides shelter for the loading dock.
The western warehouse has concrete elevations and clerestory hopper windows.
It contains a large roof overhang on the eastern elevation, with metal supports,
that provides shelter for the series of garages with roll-up doors. On the south
elevation is an extended concrete porch that is a filling station. To the west of
this garage is a tall metal structure that provides shelter to equipment stored
outside. It has metal supports and a pitched roof of corrugated metal.
The northeastern corner of the yard is a fenced in area that holds equipment and
temporary storing facilities. To the south, is a trailer that holds the Park Safety
Officer Program. It has corrugated metal elevations, wood skirt, and a concrete
ramp to the main door on the south with wood barrier wall. It has metal encased
double windows with security bars on the south elevation and a metal door. The
trailer faces a rectangular parking lot that extends towards the southern boundary.
Southeast of the Park Ranger Division is a trailer that faced west. It is a singlewide with vertical wood siding, metal encased windows with security bars, a
small front porch stoop of wood, and a low barrel vaulted roof. To the south of
this trailer is a large warehouse building for the Metro Region Green Machine
Landscape and Support Division that is the oldest in the yard, and dates from the
middle to late 1950s. It is two joined buildings, each with a pitched roof and
elevations of corrugated metal. They are rectangular in plan with metal doors,
where the main entrance is on the south. The west elevation contains the
concrete loading dock with roll-up garage doors.

Riverside Drive Resources North of the Los Angeles
River
The remaining resources associated with Griffith Park on the other side of the
Los Angeles River are those that are due north of the 134 freeway and the river
itself. These resources include the Bette Davis Picnic Area, the Los Angeles
Equestrian center, and an open natural, flatlands area called the “Pollywog.” All
three of these areas are located off of Riverside Drive where Riverside Drive runs
north of Griffith Park.
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The Bette Davis Picnic Area is bordered by the Los Angeles River and 134
Highway to the south and Rancho Avenue to the north with a portion of it
spanning Riverside Drive (Figure 75). This picnic landscape is a predominantly
flat area abundant with sycamore, ash, oak, and mulberry trees. There are several
concrete picnic tables throughout the park. To the west of the grassy park is a
large dirt area that is used by the equestrian center. The dirt area is adjacent to
the Los Angeles River, with access to the equestrian center via a small concrete
bridge. It has short, rounded concrete pillars that are joined by a wood balustrade
and a metal fence extends from the outer sides for precaution.

Figure 75: Bette Davis Picnic Area. View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Across from the Los Angeles River to the south, by the 134 Highway, is a onestory, rectangular plan residence that is upon the Griffith Park property. It is
composed of stucco with a pitched roof with composition shingles. There is an
inset front porch on the east elevation, vinyl windows, and a picket fence. The
immediate area contains maintenance equipment. This property may be a
caretakers or workers house, and is not readily accessible. Within the Bette
Davis Picnic Area, near the 134 Highway and Riverside Drive, is a one-story
rectangular-plan building, which is a restroom facility. It is composed of brick
running course with side inset entrances to the east and west, metal doors, and a
flat roof. Within this area of the park is a small drinking fountain composed of
stone. There are concrete water drainage tunnels running below the highway.
Across Riverside Drive due northeast, the picnic area continues with sycamore
and maple trees. Within this section there is a park building that is one-story,
rectangular in plan, and has a cast concrete foundation. There is clapboard siding
with wood vents and a vertical wood sliding door. The roof is pitched with
exposed rafter ends and is composed of composition shingles. There is an
additional building, which is smaller in scale. It is one-story, rectangular plan,
with a pitched roof of composition shingles. The building has clapboard siding,
three one-pane windows side-by-side on the gable ends, and a double metal doors
on the other elevations. It has a concrete foundation, and there are screens
underneath the roof pitch on the gable ends. The building holds a piece of
equipment and is connected with an exterior piece of equipment that is fenced in,
adjacent to the building. The Bette Davis Picnic Area runs westbound in a
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fashion parallel to the Los Angeles River, until it crosses a creek and then
conjoins with the Los Angeles Equestrian Center.

The Los Angeles Equestrian Center
The Los Angeles Equestrian Center is a large equestrian complex located
immediately north of the 134 Highway. The siteplan is semi-circular, with a
main entrance off of Riverside Drive, entering into the complex due south.
Except for one structure to be described below, the Equestrian Center dates from
the mid-1980s, which is well beyond the period of significance for purposes of
this nomination. However, this area has historically been used for equestrian
related activities. The northern section of the Equestrian Center is open to the
public; however, the southern stables and western office area are private. The
entrance to the center is accessed to the north through a large entry way structure
that has a concrete foundation and horizontal wood siding. The shape of the
structure mimics a stable with the double pitched roof.
Directly south of the entrance is a one-story house that is rectangular in plan
(Figure 76). The building has board and batten siding, wood frame windows, and
four pane French doors. There is a gable on hipped roof with composition
shingles. There is a stone chimney near the north elevation, and an overhang
porch on the primary, east elevation. There is a concrete foundation with an
original, protruding addition on the north elevation. This building dates from the
1930s and originally served as a Cricket Clubhouse. The chimney appears to be a
later reconstruction.

Figure 76: Equestrian center: Former Cricket House, c.1933.
View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

Inside the complex to the left is a paddock used to show horses with bleachers
located adjacent to Riverside Drive. Directly to the south is a parking lot
accessed off of the main road. To the south, across from a parking lot, is a
bathroom structure that is small, one-story, and rectangular in plan. There is a
concrete foundation with clapboard siding and a flat roof with asphalt covering.
There are inset doors on the east and west elevations that lead to interior
bathrooms. The same building is replicated on the south side of the Equidome.
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Directly south of the bathrooms is a very large open air building, the Equidome,
that is used as a showing facility. It is a concrete supported structure with
horizontal wood veneer on the exterior elevations. There is a pitched roof of
corrugated metal with barrel vaulting concrete supports displayed from the
interior. There is individual stadium seating surrounding a centered showing ring
with a dirt floor. The exterior of the building is above elevation on the north and
south elevations, where concrete steps and metal railing lead to the pedestrian
walkways.
To the east of the Equidome, following the parking lot, is a small building used
as a horse rental facility. The building is one-story, rectangular in plan. The
trailer is raised from the ground and composed of wood logs that resemble a log
cabin. There are two aluminum windows in a wood frame, where one window is
slightly arched. In between the windows is an offset wood door. The roof is
pitched with a corrugated metal roof. Surrounding the building to the south and
west is a series of outdoor stables covered with metal structures that have a
pitched roof or corrugated metal. The landscape surrounding the stables is flat
and composed of dirt. Southeast of the Equidome is a series of 11-horse stables
surrounded by a flat, dirt landscape. The stables are one-story, rectangular in
plan. They have horizontal wood siding with vertical wood paneled doors. The
buildings are open-air with a low pitched roof with corrugated metal. Only one
of the 10 stables is different, composed solely of metal with a tarp roof and lower
section of the sliding metal stable doors. Plywood is also used on this stable on
the gable ends and on the lower portion of each stall.
A building directly south of the Equidome is a one-story, rectangular-plan
structure called La Cantina. It is a concession stand that has a concrete
foundation and is composed of clapboarding. There are two inset window bays
on the south, main, elevation that have a series of aluminum encased windows
with a tile water table. There is a flat roof with an added roof structure that has a
mansard roof and projecting, central sign. Directly south of the south side
bathrooms is a row of three buildings. The far south structure holds Dominion
Saddlery, which is a two-story building that has a rectangular plan. There is a
large inset in the center of the building on the first floor that has vertical wood
siding veneer to the south and corrugated metal to the north. The structure is
composed of plywood encased with metal. Aluminum encased metals are
present as is double pitched roof composed of corrugated metal with a wood
cupola.
The central building is a concession stand that is one story in an L-shape plan. It
has a concrete foundation and patio, vertical wood siding around the concession
area and board and batten siding on the northern section of the building. Wood
frames that hold metal encased screens are present. There is a metal door to enter
the concession stand and a tilt-up garage door on the west elevation. The north
building holds the veterinarian offices. It is a one-story trailer rectangular in plan
and raised from the ground. It contains vertical wood siding with a plywood
skirt. The windows are vinyl, six-over-six in a wood frame. This resource
possesses a flat roof plus metal doors and stairs. To the west of the
aforementioned buildings are two separate dirt rings that are encased with
concrete block. To the south of these buildings is a series of horse jumping rings
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that span across the majority of land adjacent to the 134 Highway. West of the
Equidome is the Los Angeles Equestrian Center building, which is one-story and
U-shaped in plan. The large structure houses “Calamigos,” a restaurant that
holds private parties; gift shops, restrooms, box office, and the center offices. It
has a concrete foundation and porch, which is covered from the extended roof
line and supported by wood supports, that wraps around the inner and western
sections of the U shape. The entire building has clapboard siding, wood frame
windows that are side-by-side, and wood and glass doors with four pane
transoms. However, the central section of the building has been modernized with
large, tinted glass encased by metal on the west elevation, which includes the
doors. The interior has been renovated as well. The roof on the entire building is
gable-on-hipped with composition shingles. The Equestrian Center building can
also be accessed via car through the main road within the complex. Before the
parking lot within the U shape of the building is accessed, a square plan, one
story information booth is present. It has a cross gabled roof with composition
shingles. The building is composed of clapboard siding with wood frame
windows that are 16 pane to the north, four pane with four pane central window
with four pane fanlights, and a wood paneled and glass door to the south.
Another booth is placed after passing the Equestrian Center building.
West of the main access road is a series of three large stables. They are onestory, rectangular in plan, with horizontal wood siding on the first floor, vertical
wood siding under the gable ends, and wood vents on the gable ends. The roofs
are double pitched with corrugated metal. The buildings are open-air stables,
where there are three rows of stalls, two of which are accessed via the north and
south on the porch that has metal supports. There are two, large interior halls
that are accessed by the gable ends. In between the three stables are two
bathrooms lined on the east. They are one-story, rectangular in plan, with a
concrete foundation. The building is composed of newer concrete block with a
slightly slanted roof line that has overhanging eaves to the east and west, with
exposed rafter ends. This building features inset entrances to the north and south
with metal doors.
To the west of the two bathrooms are outdoor training areas separated by metal
fencing. To the west of these facilities are temporary storage facilities composed
of vinyl siding. Off of Mariposa Street, which is the western edge of the
complex, is a private access road that holds a large parking lot. Within this area
is a series of trailers that are single- or double-wide, one-story, rectangular in
plan, with horizontal wood siding. Some structures have flat or barrel vaulted
roofs, corrugated metal skirts, metal doors, aluminum encased or vinyl windows,
and metal stairs leading to the raised door. To the south of the parking lot is a
one-story office building that has a long, rectangular plan. The main entrance
faces the parking lot, north, with large panes of glass used as windows and doors.
The elevations are composed of brick to the east, and an extended western
section is concrete. The building resides on a concrete foundation and has a flat
roof with concrete overhang. There is a one-story house composed of stucco
located adjacent to Mariposa Street, north of the parking lot. It has a hipped roof
and single pane windows only located on the eastern, projecting bay. The entire
equestrian center appears to have been constructed after the period of
significance, with the majority of the buildings constructed in the 1980s.
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The Pollywog
Due west of the Equestrian Center upon Riverside Drive is a trapezoidal area of
largely flatlands called the Pollywog (Figure 77). The pollywog is unique to
Griffith Park as a flatlands area that is not covered with mowed lawn. The
occasional tree specimen is present in the pollywog, as are various unofficial
horse and pedestrian trails.

Figure 77: Pollywog. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, November 2007

Griffith Park: Southern Portion Amenities
The southern portion of Griffith Park is set directly behind the neighborhoods of
Los Feliz and Hollywood Hills. The primary amenities at the southern portion
are initially accessed by three separate roads: Vermont Canyon Road, Fern Dell
Drive, and Canyon Drive. Commonwealth Canyon Drive, off which are the
Vermont Tennis Courts, the Roosevelt Municipal Golf Course, and the Nursery
and Horticultural Center, is located off of Vermont Canyon Road.

Vermont Canyon Road
Entrance into the park from Vermont Canyon Road is through a wide pass up a
hill, which winds past the Bird Sanctuary to access the Observatory at the peak of
the hill. This section of Griffith park begins well north of Los Feliz Bloulevard,
behind a residential community of hillside single family residences constructed
primarily between the 1920s and the 1950s. Within Griffith park, off of Vermont
Canyon Road due east, the Roosevelt Municipal Golf Course is a Par 33, 9-hole
course that covers 2,400 yards (Figure 78).
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Figure 78: Roosevelt Municipal Golf Course, 1966. View S.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2006.

The course was developed in 1966, which is after the period of significance for
Griffith Park. The course is bordered by Commonwealth Canyon Drive to the
north and east, Vermont Canyon Road to the west, and the southern border of the
Park that is buffered by a residential area. The landscape consists of large rolling
hills with some grouping of natural vegetation and several pine and oak trees.
Aside from wood benches, the only structure on the course is a small, one-story
restroom facility of newer construction. The building is composed of concrete
block with clerestory window frames that contain metal screens. The roof has a
medium-pitch with composition shingles and overhanging eaves. There are door
frames on the north and south elevations for the respective bathrooms, and
attached water fountains on the east and west elevations. The Roosevelt
café/golf shop is a one-story building square in plan (Figure 79).

Figure 79: Roosevelt Café, c.1967. View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes,
October 2007

The café and golf shop are separate rectangular buildings connected with a wood
canopy and concrete patio that has picnic tables. Both structures are extremely
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similar in design; however, the golf shop is smaller in scale. The buildings have
a concrete foundation with vertical wood siding. The golf shop has a flat roof,
and the café roof is flat with a combination of a very low pitch. There are
aluminum framed windows and metal doors. The west, Vermont Street, side of
the building has a wood patio and fence. Roosevelt Golf Course auxiliary
structures are located north of the golf shop and café. There are three small,
rectangular sheds that have a flat, corrugated metal roof and wood doors. Within
the same area there is a wood structure that has a pitched roof with composition
shingles. It is supported with wood columns.

Vermont Canyon Road → Boy Scout Road
Boy Scout Road is a small spur road off of Vermont Canyon Road due west,
across the street from the Roosevelt Golf Course amenities and entrance. A onestory and rectangular-plan restroom building is present at the southwest corner of
Boy Scout and Vermont Canyon Roads. It has a pitched roof with composition
shingles and a concrete foundation and patio. The gable ends are wood framed
with mesh nets underneath the pitch of the gables. Surrounding the building are
wood supports of a pergola. This building has entrances on the east and west
elevations. Water fountains are attached to the south elevation. This building
appears to be recent. A cleared picnic area with picnic tables is present off the
north shoulder of Boy Scout Road, as is a small concrete amphitheater (Figure
80).

Figure 80: Amphitheater off of Boy Scout Road. View N.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Vermont Canyon Road → Commonwealth Canyon
Drive
Commonwealth Canyon Drive is located directly above the Roosevelt Café and
Golf Shop and below the Greek Theatre. Commonwealth Canyon Road runs
eastward, above the Roosevelt Municipal Golf Course and down past the Griffith
Park Nursery and Horticultural Center. Above the Roosevelt Golf Course off of
Commonwealth Canyon Drive are the Vermont Tennis Courts (Figure 81). The
Vermont Tennis Courts are three sets of four tennis courts located north of the
Roosevelt Golf Course, just north of Commonwealth Canyon Drive. These
tennis courts are set upon bases of park-style irregular course boulder work
embedded in masonry. Directly south of the courts is the reservation booth
building, which is one-story and rectangular in plan. It has a concrete foundation
and patio with stucco siding and wood veneer. It has a flat roof and wood
canopy extending to the north. An aluminum sliding window is present on the
west elevation. A shed that has a gambrel roof with composition shingles is
present to the north of the building. It is a small one-story, rectangular-plan
structure that has vertical wood siding and a double wood door. It is placed on
concrete blocks. A wood structure is placed in between courts, adjacent to the
walkway. It has a pitched roof of corrugated metal. North of the courts is a onestory rectangular-plan building that contains bathrooms. It has a concrete
foundation and stucco siding. There are raised one pane windows side-by-side in
a metal frame. The roof is pitched with extended eaves and composition
shingles. The gable ends contain a wood door and vents underneath the pitch of
the roof.

Figure 81: Entrance Stairs to Vermont Tennis Courts.
View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Griffith Park Nursery and Horticultural Center
(Commonwealth Nursery)
The Commonwealth Nursery is inset into the natural terrain of the southeast
section of Griffith Park, located immediately south and below grade of Vista Del
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Valle Drive, and immediately east off Commonwealth Canyon Drive, where the
nursery complex is accessed via a small, unpaved road. Located off the west side
of this access road the first structure associated with the nursery is the Nursery
Caretakers House. The Nursery Caretakers House is a one-story rectangular-plan
building with stucco cladding. There are vinyl and aluminum windows, lunette
attic vents, and two overlapping gables with composition shingles. A detached
garage is present behind the residence, and its 2-car garage entry is covered with
a recent, metal roll-up door. This residence, which was originally done in the
Spanish Revival design, was constructed in 1927, and has lost its integrity due to
exterior alterations. Due north of the Nursery Caretaker’s House, on the same
side of the access road, is a small but overgrown clearing among mature tree
specimens that contains a picnic area dating from the 1930s (Figure 82). This
picnic area is set upon a platform of smooth, molded edged concrete at its lowest
course, rusticated, SCR-scaled, square-cut concrete block in its centered courses
and topped by a smooth concrete floor with square edge molding. Cut into this
base are two wide stairways consisting of molded concrete lower stairs and
rusticated concrete block upper stairs. A recent, metal picnic table is present
upon this base, and is barely discernible behind an overgrown oak tree. Across
this access road due east and north of the residence is the nursery complex itself,
which is divided into three parts: an upper section consisting of parking areas and
two long, attached buildings; a middle section consisting of garden plots and
greenhouses; and a lower section, consisting primarily of temporary and recent
structures around a blacktopped auto court.

Figure 82: Picnic Area near Nursery, c. 1934. View NW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

The upper section of the nursery complex is accessed by the service road, which
turns easterly and ends at the eastern edge of the nursery. At the southern
shoulder of the service road is a row of parking spaces that traverses the length of
the nursery. At the upper portion of the service road are two early buildings,
both horizontally acclimated, and connected to one another. The most westerly
of these is the Nursery Office and Locker Room building (Figure 83). This
building is one-story and is side-gabled, with stucco cladding. This building
consists of two components. The west-end component is slightly recessed and its
front elevation consists of five adjacent bays, four of which are large, 4/4
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woodframe double hung windows, and one of which is an off-center entry
fronted by a metal security door. This elevation is inset behind brick planters,
and the entry is accessed by a concrete walk. Presumably, this unit of the
building was originally the nursery office itself. Woodframe, paired casement
windows are part of the design. Each of these windows is topped by an inset
wood plank lintel. One of the bays is an overhang for the entry, which is
recessed. Above the entrance to the overhang itself is a scrolled bracket present
within one corner. The roof, which is clad in asphalt, has low small eaves that
are underscored with exposed wood rafter tails.

Figure 83: Nursery Office and Locker Room Building, 1927.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007

The above-described nursery office and locker room building is affixed to an
extended structure, which is a long, single-story, side-gabled rectangular-plan
structure clad in false bevel wood siding (Figure 84). This building appears to be
used as a garage, office, and storage facility. Across its front elevation is a series
of window and entry bays that appear to be organized into various groupings. At
the far western portion of this building are six bays, five of which are 8/1
woodframe double hung windows and one of which is a pedestrian entry. All
windows and entries across the front elevation of this building are framed in
wood plank. Due east of these bays is a series of three bays featuring wood
frame windows in sets of three where the upper corners of each set are beveled.
The eastern half of the front elevation of this building features four window bays
with 8/8 woodframe double hung glazing, two paired single panel entry doors, a
large, inset beveled corner opening, and a pair of 4/4 woodframe double hung
windows. Aside from the Feliz Adobe located in Crystal Springs, this building,
along with those comprising the Wilson-Harding Turf maintenance facility, is
among the earliest in Griffith Park, and dates from 1927.
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Figure 84: Nursery Garage and Maintenance Facility Building, 1927.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007

The middle section of the Commonwealth Nursery consists of numerous terraced
garden plots that are made of concrete, and are acclimated roughly east-west.
Running parallel at the upper portion of these plots and running perpendicular
east of them are four greenhouse structures that date from circa 1938 (Figure 85).
Each of these woodframe structures is of a single story with a gabled roof.
Continuous, woodframe, large panel frosted glass glazing is present across all
elevations. The two easterly nurseries contain glazing across the roof itself,
whereas the two northerly nurseries feature an exposed woodframe roof. All
elevations are underscored with three courses of channeled wood siding. The
lengthwise side elevations of each greenhouse consist of multiple glazed bays of
vertically acclimated frosted and clear glazing units. Each nursery is front gabled
at its breadth-ends that contain a centered entry. The glazing around and above
the entry is vertically acclimated, and consists of custom cut single panels
running up the height of the elevation. The lower portion of the nursery facility
consists primarily of recent buildings and structures including a recent filling
station, numerous metal storage containers and sheds, and a metal clad trailer.
The trailer is located at the upper portion of a blacktopped area and is fronted by
mature bougainvilleas and a tall metal flagpole. The filling station is located in
the middle of the nursery’s lower portion. Numerous recent rectangular plan
metal storage containers are lined along the eastern edge of the property. Park
style rock barriers, from the 1930s, with irregular course boulders are present at
the below southwest corner of this area. Park-style irregular course boulders
placed in concrete surround the blacktopped area itself.
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Figure 85: Nursery Greenhouse, c. 1938. View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes,
October 2007.

Vermont Canyon Road Ctd.
Continuing northward on Vermont Canyon Road is the Greek Theatre, which is a
two-story performance venue, rectangular in plan with a concrete foundation
(Figure 86). It was designed in a Second Greek Revival style, emphasizing
fluted pilasters, elaborate entablature with triglyphs, metopes, and dental molding
on the north, south, and east elevations. There is a pitched roof with composition
shingles and a large pediment on the east and west elevations. The west
elevation has stadium seating with metal chairs that are built into the natural
landscape, as well as the stage. The north, south, and east elevations also have a
series of twelve pane metal casement windows with metal grills and metal double
doors.

Figure 86: Greek Theatre, 1913, 1929-1930. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes,
October 2007.
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The Theatre building is a two-story structure north of the Greek Theatre. It has
horizontal wood siding on the top story and concrete and glass on the second
story. The Greek Theatre Box Office is located northeast of the Greek Theatre,
next to Vermont Canyon Drive, and is a one-story building rectangular in plan
and contains a flat roof. It is located northeast of the Greek Theatre. The
building is composed of concrete with horizontal wood siding veneer. The
southern elevation has a series of windows used for the box office. Bathrooms
are located north on Vermont Avenue and the Greek Theatre, directly north of
the parking lot used for venues. It is a one-story building rectangular in plan. It
has a concrete foundation and is composed of stucco. There is a pitched roof
with Spanish tiles. There is a series of three wood windows that are inset with
screens on all elevations. There is a transom that contains a banister above the
wood doors on the east and west elevations, as well as a wood eave. There are
vents located beneath the pitch of the gable ends.
The Griffith Park Bird Sanctuary is off of Vermont Canyon Road just before it
curves west toward the Griffith Park Observatory (Figure 87). The Bird
Sanctuary was designed by the Los Angeles Chapter of the Audubon Society and
constructed by Boy Scouts in 1922 under the direction of the Audubon Society
and the City Parks Department. The Bird Sanctuary is an open area bordered by
a wood post and beam fence. Within it are various low, park-style walls and
culverts of irregular course tumbled river rock in mortar, and these walls appear
relatively recent. The bathroom building within the Bird Sanctuary is a one-story
building rectangular in plan with a concrete foundation, concrete elevations and
elevations with a wood shiplap water table. There is a series of clerestory
windows on the north and south elevations within a wood frame. The building
has a hipped roof with composition shingles and overhang. This bathroom
appears to have been constructed within the last 10 years. The Bird Sanctuary
also features a pylon-shaped drinking fountain of ashlar cut stone, and an
irregular course flagstone sink basin.

Figure 87: Bird Sanctuary Area, 1922. View NE.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.
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Vermont Canyon Road → East Observatory Road
East Observatory Road is located south off of Vermont Canyon Road and leads
to the Griffith Observatory. East Observatory Road is lined with 1920s-era City
of Los Angeles light standards with fluted, classically detailed granite poles with
an acorn-shaped glass bowl. The Griffith Observatory (City of Los Angeles
HCM # 168) is a large concrete building defined by three domes and the PWA
Moderne style (Figure 88). Built in 1935, it has a concrete foundation, Greek
frets within a frieze and around the front door that faces north, as well as copper
windows, door, and roof decoration. The southern elevation reveals the buildings
placement on the sloped landscape, revealing two additional basement stories.
Stairs lead from the first floor onto a roof balcony and access to the flanking
domes. The main entrance, facing north, has a manicured lawn and concrete
walkway, as well as centrally placed figurative concrete sculpture called the
“Astronomers Monument.” This sculpture depicts various legends of astronomy
and was created by six separate sculptors as a WPA Artists Project.

Figure 88: Griffith Observatory, and “Astronomer’s Monument,” 1935.
View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Vermont Canyon Road → Mt. Hollywood Drive (Mt.
Hollywood Tunnel)
After crossing East Observatory Road, Vermont Canyon Road ends at the Mt.
Hollywood Tunnel (Figure 89), which itself is a brief segment of Mt. Hollywood
Drive. The Mt. Hollywood Tunnel runs east-west and has a square-shaped,
smooth concrete face at each entrance side. The tunnel itself is a barrel vault of
béton brut poured in placed concrete.
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Figure 89: Mt. Hollywood Tunnel. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes,
October 2007

Mt. Hollywood Tunnel → Western Canyon Road
A junction point with the upper end of Western Canyon Road is present shortly
after exiting the Mt. Hollywood Tunnel due west. Western Canyon Road is a
two-lane, paved road with switchback turns that run along the south face of Mt.
Hollywood. Adjacent Western Canyon Road just after the above-mentioned
junction are park style walls with multi-colored geometrically cut masonry
infilled with gallets in an irregular course dry mortar. Turn offs and picnic area
with park style irregular course borders are present along Western Canyon Road
(Figure 90). Driving West and south on Western canyon road, expansive vistas
of the Los Angeles basin are readily visible. At its lower end, Western Canyon
Road becomes Fern Dell Drive.

Figure 90: Picnic Area off of Western Canyon Road, c.1935.
View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Fern Dell Drive and Fern Dell
The second of three primary entrances into the south portion of Griffith Park is
Fern Dell Drive, which is near Western Avenue in Los Feliz. As Fern Dell Drive
moves northward, the street changes name to become Western Canyon Road,
which as it ascends in elevation ultimately winds eastbound toward the Griffith
Observatory.

Fern Dell Overview
The Fern Dell section of Griffith Park is a series of trails and rock encrusted
water features that are bilaterally intersected by Fern Dell Drive: a paved, twolane automobile road that traverses north-south. The Focal Point of Fern Dell is
a secluded grouping of pedestrian trails and streams that is largely below grade,
bordered by park style rock walls and numerous fern specimens of various types.
This section of trails and features, which is Fern Dell proper, jogs beneath Fern
Dell Drive at its rear portion before it opens onto a multiplicity of pedestrian
trails, dry ponds and creek beds, and picnic areas all bordered by various courses
of irregular and ashlar cut concrete and rock boulder wall and barrier features
done in the Park Style, oftentimes in dry course masonry. This rear portion of
Fern Dell features a minimal traditional-styled building that is today used as a
snack bar, inset into an area that appears to have been an early camp gathering
area based upon three parallel rows of sitting level rockwork in concrete, the
westerly of which has a flagpole in the center. Various movable, cut tree stumps
that serve as stools if necessary are also present adjacent the snack bar. South of
the snack bar area along Fern Dell Drive is a Spanish Revival style watchman’s
house that long served as a nature exhibit. The integrity of this resource, along
with Fern Dell as a whole, is very good. The Fern Dell site was formerly a
Gabrielino Indian site for which it is recognized as City of Los Angeles Historic
Cultural Monument #112 (Figure 91).

Figure 91: CITY HCM #112 Plaque for Gabrielino Indian Site at Fern Dell.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008
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Entrance Features off Fern Dell Drive
At either side of Fern Dell Drive at the entrance to Fern Dell is a lawn-covered
hilly area with mature tree (canary pine) specimens. On the easterly hill is
“Griffith Park” signage of welded, textured metal letters painted on pipe railing
set in a planter with a recent boulders-in-mortar surround. At this section due
easterly of the entrance, a paved pathway cuts diagonally from southwest to
northeast. A stream is present running along the far eastern edge of the Fern Dell
area. Set within this easterly section of the entrance is a roughly 5-foot-tall
bronze statue of an upright bear known as the Berlin Bear statue which dates
from the 1980s (Figure 92).

Figure 92: Fern Dell: Berlin Bear Statue, 1981.
View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007

The westerly side of the Fern Dell area entrance features rolling grass hills and
two monuments: a ground level bronze plaque set into a boulder and dedicated to
Mrs. Rollin B. Lane, December 17, 1937 and a bronze bust portrait of Lief
Erickson, which is placed upon a black granite obelisk. At either side of Fern
Dell Drive is a sidewalk. A park-style retaining wall feature with 4-course
square-cut concrete aggregate block is present along the western sidewalk. This
wall continues along the length of sidewalk before the entrance to Fern Dell
proper, which is located at the corner of Fern Dell Drive and Black Oak Drive.
This wall features a periodical pattern of a centrally placed, flat-faced slab
concrete. The grassy area above this wall features mature redwood trees.
Moving northward at the easterly portion of the Fern Dell area adjacent Fern Dell
Drive, the stream at the far eastern edge is fed by a small aqueduct from beneath
Fern Dell Drive. This stream is bordered with square cut concrete aggregate
rock. A blacktopped, straight, ascending trail runs along the eastern edge of the
east portion, parallel to the stream, and this trail is lined with trees at its east side.
The middle portion of the easterly, at-grade portion of the Fern Dell area is a
hilly, grass covered area with mature sycamore specimens with the occasional
decorative large boulder. Continuing northward at the at-grade easterly portion
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of the Fern Dell area the blacktopped trail gradually ascends and descends,
redwood trees are present, and the single family residences visible upon an
embankment above the trail begin to recede, with additional park property
opening up at the middle portion of the easterly side. The terraced “Soroptimist”
picnic area is present in this area and features boundary walls of irregular course
boulders in a dry mortar style (Figure 93). A bed of bulbous flowers is present,
with ground cover primarily of earth. The Soroptimist Picnic area is of three
terraced levels with a barrier wall entrance of irregular course square cut red
sandstone containing a symmetrical arrangement of two stairways; inset with two
drinking fountains and centered plaque that reads “Minnie M. Barton Memorial,
Soroptimists Club of Los Angeles, July 1947.”

Figure 93: Fern Dell: Soroptimist Picnic Area, 1947.
View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

Below each drinking fountain is a metal catch basin that reads “Scofield Big Boy
Basin.” The upper terraces of the Soroptimist Picnic Area have low walls of
square cut recycled concrete aggregate in dry mortar. The upper terrace is topped
with faux concrete wood branch railing. Terraces two and three have one
centered stairway each, which are both axially aligned above the previously
mentioned Soroptimist plaque. At the north portion of the uppermost terrace is a
canopied food prep area with a counter that appears to have had a former sink or
stove that has since been removed. A concrete table is present within this prep
area. At the very rear of this picnic area, inset into the upper terrace wall is a
second Soroptimist metal rectangular plaque dated July 1955 and reading
“Soroptimist International of Los Angeles.” Looking west from this picnic area
are two bridges that serve as the center point of the Fern Dell area, and
underneath which Fern Dell proper jogs from west to east. One of these bridges
is an auto bridge for Fern Dell drive, and it appears to date from the 1930s. This
bridge, which appears to be in a WPA style, features thick concrete railing with a
repeating motif of rectangular vertical openings each underscored and capped
with a semi-circular opening. A pedestrian bridge is parallel the auto bridge. In
a concrete curbed area off of Fern Dell Drive just north of the bridge on the east
side are leaf patterns set into the concrete itself and are dated 1998. Looking
south on Fern Dell Drive toward the front entrance to the area, there are 1920s
era light standards, and a chain link fence with an occasional opening into Fern
Dell runs along the western side of the road.
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Fern Dell Proper
The entrance to Fern Dell proper is located at the northwest corner of Fern Dell
Drive and Black Oak Drive. This entrance is protected by a recent metal bar
security gate and is fronted by a plaque honoring City of Los Angeles Historic
Cultural Monument #112 for the Gabrielino Indian Site that is present at the Fern
Dell property. Once inside Fern Dell proper, a culvert is present that runs
eastward beneath the adjacent road. The openings of this culvert are in a pointed,
Moorish style arch shape. Upon entering Fern Dell, a stream is present, as are
various pedestrian trails: two trails to the west of the stream and one running
parallel to the east of the stream. A recent truss bridge connects the trails over
the stream. The trails west of the stream are connected by the occasional faux
flagstone concrete walkway. Walking northward, a rock alcove is present built
into the western wall, and it appears to have originally contained a water feature
(Figure 94).

Figure 94: Fern Dell detail. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

This alcove features two symmetrical square openings in its catch basin.
Between the two westerly pedestrian trails are various concrete islands bordered
in park style rockwork that feature numerous mature tree and fern specimens.
The westerly edge of Fern Dell proper features a roughly 4-foot-tall Park style
wall that is terraced and dotted with a lush, enclosing treatment of numerous
plants, including many fern specimens. The trails wind and the stream undulates
in width as one moves northward. The walkways are multi-tiered and elevated
sitting areas are present along the western end of the walk. Continuing
northward, the three trails become two, and additional concrete islands covered
with vegetation are present within the stream. These islands are composed of
square cut aggregate in mortar topped with irregular fragments of upright
concrete slab and boulders. One island within the stream is an irregular,
triangulated shape. The side walls of the streambed are made of square cut
recycled aggregate set in a dry mortar multi-course. A hand rail and post system
of faux wood branches made of concrete runs along the eastern edge of the trail
that parallels the western side of the stream.
Griffith Park Description

January 2008

81

Continuing northward on Fern Dell proper, the stream and the rest of the program
descends in grade beneath the street level, featuring a five-level terrace with
plants at the east side, and a three-level terrace at the west side—each terrace
made of multi-course dry mortar coursework and topped with tall trees and ferns
in a “hanging gardens of Babylon” effect, where the recessing run of each
ascending terrace contains additional plants (Figures 95 and 96).

Figure 95: Fern Dell, c.1916-1931. View N.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Figure 96: Fern Dell, 1916- 1931. View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Walking northward, a roughly 20-foot-tall waterfall made of flat concrete scored
faux boulder patterned risers with symmetrically placed circular capping of
rounded boulders is present at either side of the multi-terraced waterfall.
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Continuing northward, the now single trail adjacent the stream jogs eastward
beneath two bridges. Beneath these bridges are rock walls at either side of the
trail and stream. Open ducts are present within these walls and out of them
spouts water, much of which is collected in a concrete gutter that runs parallel to
the foot trail for much of its duration due south. The sound of dripping and
moving water is present along much of Fern Dell proper. The underside of the
auto bridge features a low-pitched concrete spanning arch. As the trail moves
beneath the pedestrian bridge, the bridge supports are visible and they consist of
concrete piers with Moorish style pointed arch openings: one at each side. The
pedestrian bridge is underscored with log supports that appear to have been
telephone poles. After traversing beneath the two bridges, Fern Dell proper is
now located due east of the bridges, and continues at a subterranean grade. Rock
features of periodic flat slab concrete set between boulders, and multicourse dry
mortar horizontal concrete topped with reused upright, rough edged concrete slab
are present. The pedestrian trails are lined with boulders at either side and inset
concrete benches are part of the design.

Fern Dell area: rear eastern portion
Continuing northward upon Fern Dell proper, its trail ascends back to grade, and
it is at this point, due slightly northeast of the two bridges, that Fern Dell proper
ends. Where its conjoins to street grade, nearby an open picnic area is present
with a relatively unique early light fixture of a tapered steel pole, metal final,
exposed bulb (which may or may not have been the original design intention) and
a double-S filigree pattern between the catheti of the pole and the arm. Due east
of this open picnic area is a second picnic area that is elevated into the hillside
due east of the easterly trail. This picnic area, with barrier walls of an iron ore
type boulder, features a similar light fixture. Due north of these picnic areas is
what appears to be a shallow, dry pond with a concrete island containing banana
trees. The siding of this pond, as well as the siding of the three pedestrian trails
that wind along either side of it, feature rock and concrete inset into mortar in
multiple variations of the Park style. Continuing northward, various man-made
creeks, dry at present, feature side walls of multi-colored aggregate. The various
walkways are terraced at different levels and are connected.
Where the walkways are elevated horizontal course, square cut dry mortar
aggregate is often present beneath them. The boundaries of these walkways, as
well as sections of the dry streambeds themselves are often capped with boulders.
Pipe railing, concrete benches inset into the rock work, and numerous mature tree
specimens are all part of the design. Other railings are present between these
walkways and streams that are of a faux wood branch style done in concrete.
Between the trails and the various streams in this rear, eastern portion are pockets
of plants with mature fern, shrub and tree specimens. A mid-century era
restroom facility is set within the eastern edge of this portion of the Fern Dell
area. It is of single-story and rectangular plan with single-rank horizontal-course
square windows, pedestrian openings at either end, and T-111 siding. The roof is
gabled and is clad in corrugated metal.
Moving northward, the rear, eastern portion the Fern Dell area splits into two
sections. At this split is a single-story, rectangular plan Spanish Revival
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restroom facility with triplicate narrow vertical windows; Spanish tile roofs
underscored with scrolled wood beams; an attic vent of four squares in a
diamond pattern, and engaged piers (Figure 97).

Figure 97: Restroom facility at the upper portions of the Fern Dell area, c.1927.
View NW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The facility features a gabled roof and stucco cladding. The eastern portion north
of this split is characterized by canyons and affords a view of the Griffith
Observatory. Continuing northward, this very rear-easterly corner of the Fern
Dell area features multi-graded trails, mature tree specimens, a man-made creek,
and 1960s-era wood and metal picnic benches. The rear-most reaches of this
area dissolve into a gully, and multiple stoppage dams of béton brut concrete or
rough cut concrete block set in mortar are present. The western portion behind
this split contains various trails of concrete with a faux flagstone scoring pattern
in addition to flat slab concrete walks. These walkways are at various levels in
relation to one another, and are slightly below grade from Fern Dell drive, which
is present due immediately west (Figure 98).

Griffith Park Description

January 2008

84

Figure 98: Fern Dell. View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Fern Dell area: western portion
Much of the western portion of the Fern Dell area is occupied by Fern Dell
proper, which is below grade and not entirely visible from Fern Dell drive. The
rear section of the western portion features various amenities including “The
Trails” Café, a ranger’s station, and restroom buildings. The Trails Café is a
square-plan, single-story building that reads as a Minimal traditional residence in
its design (Figure 99). Its cladding is of thick stucco and the roof is pyramidal,
clad in asphalt shingles and underscored with wood rafter tails. The east facing
front elevation features a ribbon of wood frame service windows, set behind a
full length open porch topped with a stained wood lintel. Concrete stairs lead to
the café from Fern Dell drive, and they contain railing of faux-wood branches
made of concrete as seen at other portions of Fern Dell.

Figure 99: The “Trails” Café, c.1948. View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Immediately north of the Trails Café is a man-made stream of irregular course
rock placed in mortar that traverses the upper edge of this amenities area.
Immediately south of the Trails Café are recent picnic tables, wood stumps, and
three low, parallel rows of rockwork in concrete, possibly used for seating. A
lightpole is centered in the westernmost of these rows. This area appears to have
been originally used as a gathering place, possibly for camp “powwows” (Figure
100). A restroom building is located behind the Trails Café. This circa 1951
building is single-story and rectangular plan with entries at either end, a gabled
roof clad in corrugated metal, and T-111 siding upon all elevations. Single
ranked horizontal course square windows are part of the design.

Figure 100: Gathering area southwest of the Trails Café within Fern Dell.
View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Below the amenities area, due south along Fern Dell Drive at the western portion
of the Fern Dell area, at the northwest corner of Red Oak Drive is the former
Watchman’s house and Fern Dell Nature Museum (Figure 101). This residential
building is single-story, rectangular plan with a gabled central salient. The
building is Spanish Revival in design, and features triplicate sets of paired, sixunit glazing, a large, round headed multi-glazed picture window; two chimneys,
cross gabled roofs, and a three-part open duct terra cotta attic vent. The entry is
inset at the side of the central salient. The residence, which faces south, is set
back in front of a lawn covered front yard. The integrity of this resource is very
good.
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Figure 101: Fern Dell: Watchman’s House and
former Fern Dell Nature Museum, c.1927. View N.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007

Canyon Drive
Canyon Drive is located near the southwest corner of Griffith Park. Where
Canyon Drive enters into Griffith Park, the Park is set back behind a
neighborhood of Hollywood Hills called The Oaks. This section of Griffith Park
is not readily visible from Franklin Avenue, which is the primary east-west
thoroughfare that crosses Canyon Drive itself. The area of Griffith Park entered
into by Canyon Drive is rugged, dry chaparral, and appears as unimproved and
semi-isolated. As the name indicates, Canyon Drive traverses the base of a steep
canyon. Moving northward past a 1970s era entry gate into Griffith Park,
Canyon drive terminates at Camp Hollywoodland. Between the entrance and
Hollywoodland, due east off of the road and accessed by an unpaved trail are the
Bronson Caves (Figure 102). The “Bronson Caves” are actually a man-made
tunnel through a hill as the result of rock quarrying activity at the beginning of
the 1900s which ceased by the 1920s. The tunnel is acclimated east-west with
one large opening on the west side and three smaller openings upon the east side.
The tunnel is roughly 50 feet long and roughly 8 feet tall.
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Figure 102: Bronson Caves, c.1900-1920. View W.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Camp Hollywoodland (Girls’ Camp)
Camp Hollywoodland, also known as the “Girls’ Camp,” is a series of one-story
contemporary-style Modern buildings built into the natural landscape of small
canyons off of Canyon Drive (Figure 103). Leading to the Camp is a flat park to
the east that contains concrete picnic tables and is bordered by a creek, and to the
west is a small playground near the entrance. The main building within the camp
was built in 1992 after a 1990 fire. It is a two-story building composed of
horizontal wood siding and detailed with stonework. There are aluminum and
vinyl windows and a cross gabled roof with shingles. A building at the entrance
of the camp is one-story and rectangular in plan. It is composed of vertical wood
siding and resides on a concrete foundation. It has a flat roof, wood doors, and
aluminum sliding windows. The camp has a series of buildings used for camp
residences that were built in 1952. They are known as Hollywoodland Acres.
They are composed of horizontal wood siding, water table of brick stretcher
course, large glass panes, and a slanted metal roof. Small structures are also
placed around the cabins as bathrooms. They are one-story buildings composed
of wood paneling with flat roofs, in a rectangular plan. In addition, there are
outdoor structures supported by metal poles that contain an arched roof of
corrugated metal.
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Figure 103: Camp Hollywoodland (Girls’ Camp) Recreational Building.
Jones, Contini, and Smith, 1952. View SW. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Beachwood Drive
Beachwood Drive is not a major entrance into Griffith Park, but instead enters
the park at its southwest portion behind the hilly, Hollywoodland neighborhood.
At the end of Beachwood Drive are the Sunset Ranch Stables. Though these
Western-style, barn-themed buildings appear to be within Griffith Park,
technically the Park surrounds this property with chaparral covered hills.

Beachwood Drive → Ledgewood Drive → Mulholland
Highway → Canyon Lake Drive
Lake Hollywood Park and the Hollywood Sign
A spur road off of Beachwood Drive called Ledgewood Drive is present within
the Hollywoodland neighborhood. Taken west, Ledgewood Drive merged onto a
brief stretch of Mulholland Highway which borders Griffith Park. Due west,
where Mulholland Drive becomes Canyon Lake Drive is Lake Hollywood Park
(Figure 104). Lake Hollywood Park is a small, flat area that consists of grass
where the terrain slightly slants downward to the north. On the southern side is a
small playground with recent equipment that is enclosed within a metal fence
around the perimeter and contains sand. The park also consists of a few scattered
small tree specimens and picnic benches. In clear view due northeast from Lake
Hollywood Park is the “Hollywood” sign (HCM #111) (Figure 105), which
consists of white painted, flat, metal frame block lettering with each letter against
a steel armature set in a poured concrete foundation. The letters are set upon a
hillside ridge upon the side of Mt. Lee, in a manner that slightly undulates to the
ridge’s terrain.
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Figure 104: Lake Hollywood Park. View S.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Figure 105: Hollywood Sign, 1923, reconstructed 1976. View NW.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Park-wide objects: retaining walls, barriers, drainage
ditches culverts, and drinking fountains.
A consistently built feature throughout the entirety of Griffith Park is a series of
retaining walls, drainage ditches, stoppage dams, culverts, barriers, and later
drinking fountains built by various federally assisted workforce organizations
beginning in the 1930s in a Park style later copied by the Recreation and Parks
department through the 1950s. Most of the barrier walls are no more than 3 feet
tall and are generally located adjacent to roads and/or trails. Of all of the built
elements of any type throughout the park, these structures have the strongest and
most intimate relationship with the natural landscape itself. The design system of
these elements consists of numerous variations on the theme of rubble rock or
ashlar of various patterns often set in mortar, which often features scoring or line
work. Many of these elements, though often finely done, have intriguing patterns
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combined and an unpolished quality often seen in the work of self-taught artists.
Often, barriers, channels, culverts, and occasionally dams are found together to
facilitate drainage near the side of a given road, or near a public gathering area
such as a picnic area, or even upon a golf course. The barriers are often found
not just near roads, but also along landscaped areas such as picnic areas. Below
are examples of each of these features.

Barriers and Boundaries
Park Style barriers and boundary elements, are primarily located adjacent the
various automobile roads throughout Griffith Park. Their height ranges from one
rock course tall to roughly 5 feet. One example is adjacent Western Canyon
Road west of the Griffith Observatory. This barrier is 4.5 feet tall and composed
of various sharply angled irregular course sandstone, concrete, and granite rubble
rock and gallets fitted together through cyclopean dry masonry in three stacked
horizontal levels each separated by an unfinished masonry course (Figure 106).
Along the unpaved road to the Bronson Caves, recycled pieces of sidewalk are
used to create a low boundary. The barriers and boundaries throughout Griffith
park range greatly in size, and often, like this boundary, consist of a couple of
low coursed atop the ground (Figure 107).

Figure 106: Barrier wall along Western Canyon Road due west of the
Griffith Observatory. View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.
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Figure 107: Recycled concrete boundary leading to Bronson Caves.
View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Stoppage Dams
Griffith Park features numerous stoppage dams found within gullies and adjacent
various steep hills throughout the Park. At present time many of these dams are
covered over by brush and over growth. The stoppage dams of Griffith Park
generally feature a row of repeating walls along a hillside, usually no more than
20 feet long, infilling a small arroyo. Usually above these series of walls, at the
top of a given hill, is a centered, narrow drainage canal embedded into the
ground. Presumably these stoppage dams were built in areas that saw a high
degree of flooding and water-down fall during the rainy season. Often these
stoppage dams are combined with drainage canals, usually centered, that are
inserted into the ground. These canals range in width from 2 to 4 feet.
As one example, off of the Fern canyon Trail there is a 4-part stoppage dam and
canal program facing north and running downhill. The most visible upper
component of it is a centered drainage canal with concrete side walls embedded
with boulders. These side walls are roughly 3 feet tall and run a length of about
10 feet downhill. Below this channel is a stretcher course, squared rubble-inmasonry wall that runs the length of the gully that is roughly 20 feet wide. The
upper edge of this wall is slightly concave. Within this wall are three small
circular holes in a triangular formation, presumably for drainage. Centered about
20 feet below this stoppage wall is a low-slung, concave concrete stoppage with
embedded rubble rock that stands about 1.5 feet above grade. Water presumably
passes above this feature. Affixed directly below it are the sides of a canal, inset
into the ground that is 10 feet wide at its upper portion, and reduced to about 2
feet wide at its lower portion. The sides of this canal feature random rubble inset
into concrete sides about two feet tall. The alignment of the culvert itself has a
slight has a slight arc. The bottom side-edges of this canal are of thick, solid
poured concrete and have the appearance of walls of their own on either side of
the centered opening. The side-ends of this canal rest on a random rubble-inmortar base (Figure 108).
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Figure 108: Fern Canyon Stoppage Dam Series.
View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, July 2007.

A second example of a Griffith Park stoppage dam/culvert program is also found
along Fern Canyon trail, in this case facing east, and running both above and
below the trail proper. Roughly 70 feet due west of and slightly elevated above
the trail is a poured concrete stoppage dam with irregular course boulder work
that fills a section of gully roughly 20 feet wide. This stoppage dam is no taller
than 5 feet. In front of it is a centered flat-sided drainage culvert roughly 5 feet
wide with 3 feet tall side walls of irregular course rubble placed in concrete. This
culvert has a slight curve toward the north in its alignment, and runs for roughly
30 feet. At the last section of this length, the drainage descends under the fern
canyon trail proper via a metal pipe roughly 1 foot in diameter. The pipe
discharges directly below the trail, through a 9-foot-tall culvert made of large
scale (2–3-foot-long) pieces of squared rubble placed in unfinished masonry
bond. This wall features 4-foot-long spurs facing east that also serve as sides to a
drainage area. In front of these spurs are affixed additional side walls, of similar
construction each terracing down below the prior which themselves continue the
sides of the drainage area, until it finally discharges in a small gully well below
the Fern Canyon trail, and away from other circulation areas (Figure 109).
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Figure 109: Stoppage Dam series in Fern canyon. View W.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, July 2007.

The various series of stoppage dams (in addition to all other similar features)
appear to have been made by various individuals, with varying degrees of
artistry. Off of Vista Del Valle Drive above the nursery and below Vista View
Point is a stoppage dam, revealed by the fire, that features mandala likepatterning made of small boulders inset into scored concrete intended to look like
rusticated brick (Figure110).

Figure 110: Stoppage Dam detail located off of Vista Del Valle Drive east of the
Roosevelt Golf Course. View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, June 2007.

Drainage Canals
Throughout Griffith Park are numerous drainage channels that exist
independently of stoppage dams. These drainage channels are often located
beginning at the position of roads or trails, and descend toward steep, long
declines down a given hill in the park. Most of these drainage canals feature
Park Style random rubble masonry, of various compositions set into concrete.
These drainage canals tend to be embedded into the earth with angled or straight
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siding and are anywhere from 2 to 4 feet wide. The functionality of these
drainage ditches often required that they descend down long stretches of hillside.
A drainage canal seen off of Vista Del Valle Drive, facing north above Spring
canyon, descends and winds in a curving fashion a length of roughly 150 feet.
The canal is embedded roughly 2 feet into the earth with side walls of rusticated
rubble rock placed in mortar. Its floor, which is roughly 1.5 feet wide, is clad in
concrete (Figure 111).

Figure 111: Drainage Canal off of Vista Del valle Drive.
View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, June, 2007.

A second example of a drainage canal is located near the intersection of Griffith
Park Drive and Camp Road, at the entrance to the Boys’ Camp. This is a
drainage canal with concrete squared aggregate rubble placed in a stacked course
pattern. The side-walls of this drainage, which parallels Camp Road, are roughly
4 feet tall. The lower half of this drainage is beveled inward and is of flat-faced
flagstone set against a thick, smooth concrete masonry. A small, arched concrete
bridge, roughly 3 feet wide and with no railing, traverses the channel, which is
about 8 feet wide. Either run-side of the bridge features a faux-wood log made of
concrete. Beneath the bridge against the southern of the two walls of the channel
is a faux wood log support (Figure 112).
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Figure 112: Drainage area with concrete bridge at junction of Camp Road
and Griffith Park Drive, c.1935. View E. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

Adjacent a picnic area near the Greek Theatre is a catch basin embedded roughly
4 feet into the ground. Its walls are of square cut rubble rock of both rusticated
and smooth surfaces embedded in cement in four stacked courses. This concrete
below these surfaces features hand scoring into the surface creating the effect of
stacked roman bricks. The concrete atop these stacked courses has a simple,
square scoring motif. Set above this opening, near the top of the construction,
and within the rock course work is a centered, flower shaped modillion (Figure
113).

Figure 113: Drainage element with modillion, c.1935. View E.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The side walls of this element are of a similar construction. The majority of this
basin is subterranean to the hillside road immediately adjacent it. Within the
roughly 2 feet that rise above the road level is a metal cross bar adjacent the road
and between the sidewalls. At the base of this construction is a semi-circular
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drainage opening. This opening leads to a steep, concrete sided drainage
channel, which leads through a culvert that is topped by a triangular-shaped
planter with walls of irregular course rubble placed in mortar, with a smooth
concrete cap. The drainage runs beneath this planter and into a concrete lined
channel that features small, round boulders at either shoulder. The alignment of
this drainage curves in a winding fashion for its roughly 30-foot length (Figure
114).

Figure 114: Drainage element near Greek Theatre picnic area, c.1935.
View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Drinking Fountains
Many of the drinking fountains throughout Griffith Park are done in a “park
style” akin to the above mentioned infrastructure elements. Most of the drinking
fountains throughout the park are square plan, pylon shaped with a rough-edged
concrete capworks incised with a shallow basin. Most of these drinking
fountains are roughly 4 feet tall. The cladding upon various examples is highly
divergent. Near the pony rides are three separate examples of such fountains
including one with textured, rough edged irregular course boulders of various
types inset into an unfinished masonry bond, a second with broken range ashlar
stone cladding with concave joint masonry finish, and a third of a highly porous
volcanic type rock done in an irregular course formation with unfinished
masonry bond (Figures 115, 116, and 117). These fountains were likely built by
Los Angeles Recreation and Parks employees roughly 10-15 years later than the
previously mentioned infrastructure elements, though they mirror the same park
style.
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Figure 115: Flagstone drinking fountain near Pony Rides, c.1948. View SE.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Figure 116: Ashlar cut drinking fountain near Pony Rides, c.1948.
View SE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.
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Figure 117: Drinking fountain near Pony Rides, c.1948. View SE.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

SECTION 2: Griffith Park Wilderness Area
Introduction
Located within a biome called the California Floristic Provence, Griffith Park is
present upon the far eastern edge of the Santa Monica Mountains. 3 The majority
of the 4,218 acres that comprise Griffith Park is a wilderness area, which serves
as the primary character-defining feature of the park itself. Though the
wilderness area is pervasive throughout the park’s entirety, its primary
concentration is within the park’s central portion. As originally stipulated in the
1938 Ralph Cornell Master Plan, the central, interior portion of Griffith Park was
to remain a wilderness, with built amenities and recreation present along the
flatlands areas at various perimeters. The Cornell Master Plan was never ratified,
yet through time this principle has largely been followed.
The wilderness area of Griffith Park sustains hundreds of different types of plant
and animal life. Please see appendices 3,4,5 and 6 for detailed surveys of various
plants, large mammals/reptiles, birds, and butterflies throughout Griffith Park.
The Griffith Park wilderness area contains a variety of plant communities, both
native and introduced. Among these plant communities, mixed chaparral and
mixed dcrub are the most widespread; oak-walnut woodland communities are
found upon slopes and elevations above high use areas; oak-sycamore riparian
communities are present along creeks and moist areas in lower elevations; pine
3

“The park lies within the California Floristic Province, a biome considered one of 34 biodiversity hotspots for conservation
worldwide due to its high levels of diversity, endemism, and the degree to which it is threatened (Myers et al. 2000).” Paul
Mathewson, Stephanie Spehar, et al. A Preliminary Large Mammal and Herptile Survey of Griffith Park, Los Angeles,
California. technical report (Glendale, CA: not published, 15 Aug 2007) 2.
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communities are located near certain built amenities; oak woodland communities
are found on north-facing slopes, and ruderal communities are found in patches
throughout the park, often bordering areas of ornamental landscape. 4 Introduced
vegetation includes pine, eucalyptus, silk oak, numerous ornamentals, and
landscaping areas around built amenities, which often include lawn. The
wilderness area contains numerous natural springs and seeps, in addition to three
dependable seasonal streams near Royce’s Canyon, Bronson Canyon, and the
area near Cadman Trail. Taken together, the north and south slopes of the peaks
through Griffith Park feature 20 watersheds and the majority of these are
unaltered by human activity. According to the County of Los Angeles Draft
General Plan, Griffith Park as a whole is a proposed Significant Ecological Area
(SEA) by the University of California, Los Angeles. 5
The Griffith Park wilderness area contains foot and bridle trails, landscaped
gardens and groves, sheet metal water towers, decommissioned auto roads, and
numerous examples of 1930s-era infrastructure construction. The majority of the
foot trails are covered in earth, and are roughly 15 to 25 feet wide. The wider of
these trails double as equestrian trails, as do the decommissioned auto roads
through Griffith Park, which include Mt. Hollywood Drive and Vista Del Valle
Road.
Though the wilderness area does contain some buildings, by and large it is a
natural landscape of rugged rocky canyons between various peaks traversing
from northwest to southeast, of elevations ranging from 384 to 1,625 feet. 6
Because they are the most readily visible components of the wilderness area and
the park itself, these peaks—in addition to their adjacent canyons—are the
organizing device by which the wilderness area description proceeds. The
wilderness description proceeds from the southeast corner below the main
entrance moving westward along the southern portion of the inner component.
Wrapping back around, the middle portion of the wilderness, which consists of a
series of peaks, is described from west to east. Wrapping around once more, the
inner components of the park due north of these mountains are described east to
west. Finally, the northern portion of the wilderness is addressed, with a brief
word about equestrian and bicycle trails near or north of the Los Angeles River.

Beacon Hill and Fern Canyon
Near the main entrance to Griffith Park off of its southeast portion, Beacon Hill,
elevation 1,001 feet, is present and named after the former location of a light
beacon originally used for the Grand Central Air Field. The beacon was
decommissioned in 1934 and eventually removed, but an empty earth-covered
site remains in its former location. Trails surrounding Beacon Hill include Upper
Beacon Trail, Lower Beacon Trail, and Coolidge Trail, which runs southeast
4

Meléndrez Landscape Architecture, Planning and Urban Design (Prepared for The City of Los Angeles). Master
Plan for Griffith Park (2nd Draft). Los Angeles: City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, Oct. 2004:
4-2 – 4-4.
5
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning, County of Los Angeles General Plan Draft.
http://gifi.stat.ucla.edu/projects/gpd/09pdf_SEA_policy.pdf
6
Melendrez Draft: 4-2 – 4-4.
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behind the Marty Tregnan Golf Academy. Cadman Trail connects Coolidge
Trail to Griffith Park Drive at a point south of the Tregnan Golf academy. Near
the Cadman Trail is one of three seasonal streams present within the wilderness
area. Upper Beacon Trail, Coolidge Trail, two small unnamed trails, and Fern
Canyon Trail all meet at one spot called “5 points,” which is located on the
western slope of Beacon Hill. Both the Coolidge and Fern Canyon trails are also
equestrian trails, wider than the footpaths and containing occasional hitching
posts.
Southwest of 5 points, two of these unnamed trails connect onto Vista Del Valle
Drive, a two lane blacktopped automobile road that ranges in width from 35 to 40
feet. Vista del Valle Drive was closed to the public in 1989, and the blacktop is
in poor condition as this road is now used as another trail. Vista Del Valle Drive
traverses a large portion of the southern section of Griffith Park, containing many
curves and switchbacks. One endpoint of Vista Del Valle Drive is at
Commonwealth Avenue, and the other endpoint is roughly 1.44 miles (as the
crow flies) where it meets Mt. Hollywood Drive between Mt. Chapel and Mt.
Bell at the central-western portion of the park.
At its east face, oak walnut woodland plant communities are present upon
Beacon Hill, and mixed scrub is present at the center portion of the north face of
Beacon Hill. The rest of the hill is covered primarily with mixed chaparral.
Southwest of Beacon Hill is Cedar Grove: an oblong shaped, 225 feet x 240 feet
grove of cedar trees containing narrow foot trails and benches (Figure 118). The
density of the tall trees fosters complete enclosure and generous shading, for the
effect of being removed from one’s surroundings just outside of the grove. Cedar
Grove is located off of Vista Del Valle Drive.

Figure 118: Cedar Grove. View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes,
August 2007.

Across the street from Cedar Grove is an early water tank made of sheet metal
studded together and topped by a sheet metal roof (Figure 119). Exposed wood
rafter tails are present beneath this roof, and this water tank is inset into its
hillside.
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Figure 119. Early water tank off Vista Del Valle Drive
due N of Cedar Grove. View N. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

Directly above it is a larger scale, recent water tank with a diorama mural across
it of a painted forest-scape topped by a sky. Due roughly 1/3 mile southwest of
Beacon Hill is Vista View Point, a triangular, paved turn off of Vista del Valle
Drive at an elevation of 1,073 feet. Vista View Point provides panoramic views
of downtown Los Angeles and the greater Los Angeles basin due south to the
Pacific Ocean.
Due north of Vista View Point is Fern Canyon, which is acclimated north-south
between Beacon Hill and Glendale Peak. The mouth of Fern Canyon is located
directly south of the merry-go-round. The canyon above the center of Fern
Canyon is the Fern Canyon Nature Trail, which is often used to educate
schoolchildren about plant and animal life in Griffith Park. The plant life within
Fern Canyon is primarily mixed chaparral. Trails originating at the mouth of
Fern Canyon include the Lower Beacon Trail, the Fern Canyon Nature Trail, and
Fern Canyon Trail. The Old Zoo Trail ends at the mouth of Fern Canyon as well.
The area below Old Zoo trail between the Old Zoo and the merry-go-round
contains an Oak-Sycamore Riparian community.

Glendale Peak, Aberdeen Canyon, Vermont Canyon,
Western Canyon
Framing Fern Canyon and due slightly southeast of it is Glendale Peak, elevation
1,184 feet. Trails within the vicinity of Glendale Peak include Riverside Trail,
Aberdeen Trail, and the East Ridge Trail, also known as Hogback Trail. The vast
majority of all faces of Glendale Peak are covered in mixed chaparral.
Immediately south of Glendale Peak is the Griffith Park Nursery and
Horticultural Center in addition to the Roosevelt Municipal Golf Course. Upon
Glendale Peak directly north of the Nursery, and in a portion of the park that laps
in front of the nursery due south of it, the primary ground cover is mixed scrub. 7
Immediately west of Glendale Peak is Aberdeen Canyon: a north-south
acclimated canyon running roughly 1/3 mile. Aberdeen Canyon is largely of
mixed chaparral. Aberdeen Canyon is located just north of the Roosevelt
7

Ibid.
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Municipal Golf Course, and just northeast of the Vermont Tennis Courts. Trails
within and around Aberdeen Canyon include the Riverside Trail and Aberdeen
Trail.
Due west of Aberdeen Canyon is Vermont Canyon, through which runs Vermont
Canyon Road. Amenities within the Vermont Canyon vicinity include the Greek
Theatre and the Roosevelt Municipal Golf Course, both of which are located near
its mouth; Riverside Trail which ends at Vermont Canyon Road; and the Bird
Sanctuary. West of Vermont Canyon is Western Canyon, which is acclimated
north-south, and through which runs Western Canyon Road. Western Canyon is
located directly north of Fern Dell. Western Canyon is largely covered with
mixed scrub, with mixed chaparral at its eastern portions. Just east of Western
Canyon the vegetation is of the oak, sycamore riparian woodland plant
community. Mixed scrub is also present in a section between Western Canyon
and the Observatory. Within Western Canyon is the West Trail, located in the
gully of Western Canyon and roughly paralleling Western Canyon Drive (Figure
120).

Figure 120: Western Canyon. View NE. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

Stemming off of Western Canyon Road near the mouth of the canyon are West
Observatory Trail and East Observatory Trail. Both of these trails meet and then
ultimately end as one trail to the Griffith Observatory, which is located upon a
bluff between Vermont Canyon and Western Canyon. Boy Scout Trail originates
at a point due southeast of the Observatory, continuing eastward to Vermont
Canyon Road. This trail, in addition to the merged West and East Observatory
Trail, meet at a point directly below the Observatory with one trail leading up to
the Observatory itself. At the point where these trails meet and due east toward
the Greek Theatre off of Vermont Canyon, much of the ground cover is not
chaparral, but is pine. 8 Directly behind and above the Observatory is an area
called the “Berlin Forest.” The Berlin Forest is named for the numerous trees
planted by visiting German mayors. The Berlin Forest is at an elevation of 1,100
feet and framed by Vermont Canyon Road and Western Canyon Road. The
8

Melendrez, 4-2.
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Vermont Tunnel cuts beneath at its northern portion. The West Trail joins the
Charlie Turner Trail north of the Berlin Forest.

Mt. Hollywood
Directly behind due north of the Berlin Forest is Mt. Hollywood, which at 1,625
feet is the second tallest peak in Griffith Park, and is the highest point in Griffith
Park open to the public. The majority of Mt. Hollywood is mixed chaparral.
However, sections of it, including around the peak and a small section above the
Berlin Forest, are covered in mixed scrub. The peak is an earth-covered graded
and cleared portion measuring roughly 150 feet x 300 feet. A set of four picnic
benches enclosed in a fence is present at the southern portion of this clearing.
Within the center of this area, set in a concrete slab is a survey marker from the
Los Angeles Department of Public Works and dated 1952 (Figure 121).

Figure 121: Mt. Hollywood peak: City Of Los Angeles
Engineering Monument Marker. View S. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, August 2007.

Mt. Hollywood is the only vista in all of Griffith Park that presents 360 degree
panoramic views of the surrounding region. Named trails with an end point atop
Mount Hollywood include the Charlie Turner Trail which runs south of the peak,
and 3-Mile Trail, which runs down the northwest face of Mt. Hollywood and
ends at “3-Mile Tree.” Two unnamed trails: one originating at the Bird
Sanctuary and the other a spur off of East Ridge/Hogback Trail, are also present
within the vicinity of Mt. Hollywood.
Immediately west of Mt. Hollywood peak on the west facing slope of the
mountain is Captain’s Roost with views of the west side to the Pacific Ocean.
Captain’s Roost is a folk garden with numerous plantings imported into the park
by an unknown person, known only as “The Captain,” who created the garden
sometime in the 1940s. The Garden had been added to over time and has burned
twice: in 1961 and again in May, 2007. A second folk garden called Dante’s
View is located due east of the Mt. Hollywood Peak (Figure 122). Dante’s View
was the work of one individual, Dante Orgolini, who constructed the site circa
1964. Dante’s View consists of terraced walkways with rock retaining walls,
rock planters, and metal picnic benches. A bronze plaque honoring Orgolini is
present and set in a thick mortar slab base. Small palm and succulent specimens
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are present within the garden. The original plant specimens imported into
Dante’s View were largely destroyed in a 1990 fire. The May 2007 fire burned
the post-1990 replantings.

Figure 122: Dante’s View, post-May 2007 Fire. View E.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Mt. Hollywood Drive, a two-lane paved automobile road, runs in a curving and
switchback manner due west of Mt Hollywood. One endpoint of this road is at
Western Canyon just west of the Vermont Tunnel. Mt. Hollywood Drive
continues well north of Mt. Hollywood, and ends at Griffith Park Drive. Griffith
Park Drive traverses through Oak Canyon due south of and above Los Angeles
Live Steamers. Like Vista Del Valle Road, Mt. Hollywood Drive is a former
automobile road that has since been decommissioned and is used today as a trail.
The hill-covered portion of Griffith Park between Western Canyon and Brush
Canyon due west of it is covered in mixed scrub.

Brush Canyon
Brush Canyon is a large canyon due southwest of Mt. Hollywood and it runs
southwest to northeast for roughly ½ mile. Canyon Drive, which leads to Camp
Hollywoodland (Girls’ camp), enters Griffith Park at the south edge of Brush
Canyon. Though either side of Canyon Drive through Brush Canyon is
landscaped, running parallel just east of the street is Oak, Sycamore and Riparian
woodland ground cover. At the southern portion of Brush Canyon are the
Bronson Caves. The Bronson Caves are actually a set of tunnels with one
opening at the west edge of an unnamed hill and three openings at the east edge.
The three openings at the east side converge into one opening within the hill, and
the total length of the tunnel is roughly 137 feet. At the east side, two smaller
openings frame one larger opening. The Bronson Caves are the result of rock
quarrying activity present at the site from roughly 1900 to 1920. The height of
the tunnels is roughly 8 feet, and jagged ore is present at all sides and above
within the tunnels. The Bronson Caves are accessed by the Bronson Trail, which
ends at the caves and originates off of a parking area at the end of Canyon Drive,
in front of Camp Hollywoodland. Beyond Camp Hollywoodland, Canyon Drive
becomes a hiking trail which continues north-east through Brush Canyon for 0.70
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miles as the crow flies until it curves west at its higher elevation before ending at
Mulholland Trail.
Due northwest of Brush Canyon and its amenities are the Sunset Ranch stables,
located within Griffith Park at the end of Beachwood Drive. Where Beachwood
Drive enters into Griffith park, a gate is present, as is the beginning of Hollyridge
Trail, which runs parallel to the road due east of it and continues beyond Sunset
Ranch Stables due north until it ends at Mulholland Trail. The hilly area between
Brush Canyon and the Sunset Stables is covered in mixed scrub, with the rest of
the surrounding area covered with mixed chaparral.

Mt. Lee and the Southwest Corner of Griffith Park
Roughly 2/5 miles northwest of the Sunset Ranch Stables is the apex of Mt.
Lee;the highest peak in Griffith Park with an elevation of 1,680 feet. Atop Mt.
Lee is a grouping of multi-story radio antennae of metal frame construction
(Figure 123), in addition to two single-story gabled buildings in an L-formation.

Figure 123: Mt. Lee Radio Towers, Hollywood Sign. View N.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Just below the peak of Mt. Lee at its south facing slope is the “Hollywood” sign,
which is of metal frame construction with white-painted metal cladding, each
letter set upon its own concrete foundation in a manner that corresponds to the
ridge curvature of the side of the hill. The apex of Mt. Lee is accessed by Mt.
Lee Drive, a private road. Mt. Lee Drive ends at the apex of Mt. Lee and begins
at the intersection of Mulholland Highway and Deronda Drive above the
Hollywoodland neighborhood. A water tower is located to the north above the
entrance gate.
At the southwest portion of the base of Mt. Lee, in what is the southwest corner
of Griffith Park, is Lake Hollywood Park, which is located at a point where
Canyon Lake Drive meets Mulholland Highway. Above Mount Hollywood Park
is an unnamed trail at the south face of Mt. Lee that connects Canyon Lake Drive
to Mulholland Highway. Just above this trail and downward through a canyon
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below Mt. Lee and to Lake Hollywood Park, the ground cover is of mixed scrub.
Northwest of Mt. Lee is Cahuenga Peak, elevation 1,820 feet, which is
technically outside of Griffith Park proper. North of Cahuenga Peak is an
extension of the park that encompasses the rear portion of the Forest Lawn and
Mount Sinai Memorial Parks. Just north of this extension is Sennet Canyon,
which is also immediately outside of Griffith Park and serves as the rear portion
of Mount Sinai Memorial Park.

Mt. Chapel and Mt. Bell
Within Griffith Park, just east of this extension and southeast of Sennet Canyon
is Mount Chapel, elevation 1,614 feet. Along the south face of Mount Chapel is
the Mulholland Trail, which features numerous repeating curves and was
originally intended to be an extension of Mulholland Highway. The Mulholland
Trail begins off of Mt. Lee Drive and continues eastward beneath the peak of Mt.
Chapel until ending at Mt. Hollywood Drive, which traverses the eastern portion
of Mt. Chapel in a series of curves, switchbacks and hairpin turns. An unnamed
trail begins off of Mt. Hollywood Drive and ends at the apex of Mt. Chapel.
Additionally, one end of Vista Del Valle Drive begins off of Mount Hollywood
Drive in a canyon between Mt. Chapel and Mt. Bell, which is due east of it.
Mount Bell has an elevation of 1,582 feet near the center of Griffith Park.
Hiking trails around and near the apex of Mt. Bell include: East Ridge/Hogback
Trail; Mulholland Trail; Mt. Hollywood Trail, and Bill Eckert/East Trail, which
originates northeast of Mt. Bell at the base of Bee Rock. Vista Del Valle Drive
traverses the north and then east faces of Mt. Bell before winding eastward
toward Bee Rock. The majority of the ground cover of Mt. Chapel and Mt. Bell
is mixed chaparral, particularly at their south faces. However, the north face of
both mountains features generous portions of oak vegetation, in addition to small
sections of mixed scrub just west of the Mt. Bell apex.

Bee Rock, Spring Canyon, Points North of Bee Rock
Bee Rock has an elevation of 1,056 feet and is located roughly 0.6 miles
east/southeast of Mt. Bell. The distinguishing feature of Bee Rock is its large
exposed sandstone face which faces north (Figure 124).
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Figure 124: Bee Rock. View W. Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, March 2008.

The majority of the vegetation on all faces of Bee Rock is mixed scrub. Vista
Del Valle Drive winds just west and then south of the apex off Bee Rock before
it enters into Spring Canyon, a chaparral-covered canyon which is acclimated
east-west just south of Bee Rock. The Bee Rock Trail, one of the first trails
cleared in Griffith Park, begins due east of Bee Rock in front of the Old Zoo
Picnic Area, which is located east of Bee Rock and presents a clear view of the
exposed rock face itself. Bill Eckert/East Trail runs north of Bee Rock, itself
originating just northwest of the Old Zoo picnic area. The Old Zoo Picnic Area
is located adjacent the Old Zoo (previously described) just east and below Bee
Rock. The Old Zoo Trail, originates at the Old Zoo and runs southwest below
Bee Rock through Spring Canyon and ultimately ends at the Fen Canyon Trail.
Due north of the Old Zoo Picnic Area and ending just north of it is the Mineral
Wells Trail, which runs along behind the three “Neighborhood Youth Council”
(NYC) Picnic areas off of Griffith Park Drive, continuing parallel to Griffith Park
Drive due northwest until the end of Mineral Wells Canyon and the picnic area
named for it.

Points North between Bee Rock and Mt. Bell
Due north of the point where Mineral Wells Trail traverses the NYC picnic areas,
Camp Road, a paved automobile road, is present and it lines westward into the
Griffith Park Boys’ Camp, which is nestled in a canyon between and just north of
Mt. Bell and Bee Rock. The unnamed canyon in which the Boys’ Camp resides
contains plants of the oak and walnut woodland community. Along a ridgeline of
hills due north of Camp Road is North Trail, which originates near the Mineral
Wells picnic area and ends due west just south of the Toyon Canyon Landfill.
Four metal clad water towers are present along the North Trail. Off of a
switchback of the North Trail atop a peak due south of the Mineral Wells Picnic
area is Amir’s Garden (Figure 125), which overlooks the eastern edge of the
park. Like Dante’s View and Captain’s Roost, Amir’s garden is a folk landscape
spearheaded by one individual, Iranian immigrant Amir Dialameh. Amir’s
garden features numerous imported plant specimens and trees, often
accompanied by planters of pebbles placed in rough mortar. These are placed
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upon an east-facing vista with mixed scrub as its native vegetation. Metal and
fiberglass picnic benches are present as is a wood sign at the entrance, which
reads “Amir’s Garden: Since 1971.”

Figure 125: Amir’s Garden, 1971. Entrance. View S.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, October 2007.

Toyon Canyon and Landfill Natural Restoration Project
and Royce’s Canyon
To the west of Amir’s Garden and northwest of the Boys’ Camp is the Toyon
Canyon landfill, a graded, earth-covered landfill that is currently a landscape
restoration project. This project, overseen by the City Bureau of Sanitation, will
restore the landfill to a passive-use meadow. The Toyon Canyon landfill is 1/3 x
1/2 mile in dimension, and is covered with packed earth. The northeast portion
of the area is stepped and terraced down the side of a hill that ends near the base
of Mineral Wells Canyon. Toyon Trail is present along the northwest portion of
the landfill, and an unnamed spur of it continues southwest parallel to Mount
Hollywood Drive. Mount Hollywood Drive, which originates north of Toyon
Canyon off of Griffith Park Drive, winds westward of Toyon Canyon. A
winding, unnamed trail spurs off of Mt. Hollywood Drive just before it passes
along the eastern edge of Royce’s Canyon. Royce’s Canyon is a deep, east-west
acclimated canyon due south of Toyon Canyon and north of Mt. Chapel. No
named trails are present within Royce’s Canyon, which is largely a mixed scrub
environment with oak and sycamore riparian communities at its west end.
Immediately west of the Toyon Landfill are hills with a presence of pine
specimens. At the western edge of Griffith Park northwest of Toyon Canyon just
above Oak Canyon, the vegetation is largely oak and walnut woodland
community. Directly between Toyon Landfill and Oak Canyon are numerous
vegetation communities including, from west to east: oak walnut woodland,
mixed scrub, pine, oak, and mixed chaparral.
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Oak Canyon, Composting Educational Facility, and
Points East
Due north of Toyon Canyon is Oak Canyon, which acclimated in a general eastwest direction. A segment of Griffith Park Drive runs through the middle of Oak
Canyon. Parallel south of Griffith Park Drive is the Oak Canyon Trail, which
originates just west of Travel Town and terminates at Mount Hollywood Drive.
Other named trails within the Oak Canyon vicinity include Migdal Trail and the
western portion of Skyline Trail, both along the northern ridge of Oak Canyon.
Though the majority of Oak Canyon is mixed chaparral, the canyon also features
oak, sycamore riparian woodland plant communities. The Travel Town
Transportation Museum, previously described, is located due north of Oak
Canyon. Between it and the Los Angeles Live Steamers complex located to the
east of it is Rattlesnake Trail, which originates off of Zoo Drive and winds
southward until it meets Griffith Park Drive. Two metal water towers are present
due east of Rattlesnake Trail in an area behind Los Angeles Live Steamers. To
the east of Oak Canyon is a Composting Educational Facility. Skyline Trail runs
along the ridge due north of the Composting Facility. Skyline Trail continues
eastward atop a ridgeline that is roughly parallel to Zoo Drive below it, and this
trail ends at the northern boundary of the Los Angeles Zoo. In the general
vicinity of where Skyline Trail passes above Pecan Grove Picnic Area, a metal
clad water tank is present. Just east of the Composting facility is Condor Trail,
which originates off of Skyline Trail and moves southward, ending at a bend in
Griffith Park Drive near the Mineral Wells picnic area. The land vegetation
between the composting educational facility and the Los Angeles Zoo is
primarily mixed chaparral, with an oak community adjacent a northwest portion
of the Los Angeles Zoo.

Equestrian and Bike Paths in the Los Angeles River
Vicinity
In addition to trails present within the wilderness portion of Griffith Park,
additional equestrian trails are present that run along the perimeter of the Park
where it meets the State Route 134 and Interstate 5 freeways. Additional
equestrian trails are located along the perimeter of the Los Angeles Equestrian
Center, between the center and the Bette Davis Picnic Area, along the Los
Angeles River near the Equestrian center, and through the Martinez Area just
west of Travel Town. Additionally, the LA River Bike Path runs parallel the
river through Griffith Park from the Pecan Grove Picnic Area due east and then
bending south with the river and ultimately beyond the southern boundary of
Griffith Park itself. The Baum Bicycle Bridge, previously described, is part of
the LA River Bike Path and crosses over Los Feliz Boulevard within Griffith
Park. According to the 2007 Griffith Park Master Plan, there is no pre-existing,
original vegetation in any of the Park due north and east of the Los Angeles
River.
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The May 2007 Fire
On May 8, 2007, a windswept fire burned 817 acres within the central,
wilderness portion of Griffith Park. Named features that were either destroyed or
seriously damaged include Captain’s Roost, Dante’s View, and non-built land
within the Bird Sanctuary. The few buildings, structures objects present within
these resources survived intact, though the majority of plant life was burned.
Originating as an accidental, human-caused fire off of Commonwealth Canyon
Drive above the Roosevelt Golf Course, the fire charred the east portion of the
wilderness area, including the areas of and around Beacon Hill, Fern Canyon,
Glendale Peak, Aberdeen Canyon, Mt. Hollywood, Spring Canyon, and Bee
Rock. Lost in the burn area was the majority of the naturally occurring ground
cover, most of which was chaparral and trees. As of March 2008 new plant life,
much of which is ruderal, is beginning to reappear and efforts are underway by a
variety of municipal, non-profit and private entities to restore the lost habitat.
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ATTACHMENT D: Griffith Park Significance

Summary
The result of a remarkable act of generosity, Griffith Park is the largest
interurban wilderness park in the United States, and is now surrounded by the
vast metropolis once predicted by Colonel Griffith J. Griffith. At 4,218 acres,
Griffith Park comprises one-fourth the total acreage of Los Angeles City
parkland. Aside from natural wilderness, Griffith Park consists of numerous
educational, recreational, and other built amenities, some of which are already
vested with historic significance as icons for the City. Griffith Park represents
the largest private land gift Los Angeles has ever received and is unique, even at
a national level, for possessing a large-scale, mostly untouched landscape in the
center of an urban metropolis. Large portions of this landscape appear to retain
integrity dating back to the period of the Gabrielino Indians who were the earliest
known inhabitants of the region.
Griffith Park meets the first Criterion for City of Los Angeles Historic
Cultural Monument (HCM) eligibility, “...in which the broad cultural,
political, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or community is
reflected or exemplified:”
Colonel Griffith specifically mandated that the property forever be
available as a park to people of “modest means.” The gift of Griffith
Park to the City and its people in 1896 by Colonel Griffith and his wife
Mary Agnes Christina Mesmer (Tina Griffith) is a historically significant
gesture completed within the turn-of-the-century context of large-scale
philanthropy from the wealthy to the many, in addition to the context of
the City Beautiful Movement. Griffith Park is also significant in the
City’s historic pursuit of a reliable year-round supply of water for its
rapidly increasing population at the end of the 19th century.
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Griffith Park meets the second City of Los Angeles HCM Criterion, “...which
are identified with historic personages or with events in the main currents of
national, state, or local history:”
Griffith Park is historically associated with Colonel Griffith J. Griffith
and his wife Tina Griffith who deeded 3,015 acres of their property to
the City of Los Angeles. Prior to this act, Colonel Griffith’s consistent
and substantial deeds of philanthropy to the City in the late 19th century
made him one of the “wheel horses,” as he was called by contemporaries,
of the City’s early development. Aside from donating the park land
itself, Colonel Griffith underwrote the Greek Theatre and the Griffith
Observatory, both completed after his death in 1919.
Griffith Park is historically associated with Van Griffith, Colonel
Griffith’s son, who as park developer and commissioner in the years
following his father’s death implemented and defended his father’s
wishes for Griffith Park. Griffith Park is historically associated with
Park Superintendent Frank Shearer who oversaw the first recreational
and irrigation developments in the park. Griffith Park is also historically
associated to later Recreation and Parks Superintendent George Hjelte, a
noted national authority on recreation who oversaw the expansion of
various recreational activities in Griffith Park during the World War II
era. Many of these recreational amenities are primary reasons why the
Los Angeles citizenry and their children make Griffith Park a destination
today.
The history of Griffith Park presents passing associations with other
important Angelinos, including Corporal Jose Vicente Feliz, the first
Comisionado (Manager) of the Los Angeles Pueblo and original owner
of the Feliz Rancho—the majority of which is today Griffith Park; Don
Coronel, a Californio and early Los Angeles mayor who later owned and
lived on the rancho; and Walt Disney, who was a frequent park visitor
and whose model railroad workshop was moved to the Los Angeles Live
Steamers Railroad Museum. The diversity of these individuals points to
Griffith Park’s significance as an early testament of a transforming Los
Angeles—from open rancho to Anglo settlement, and its later association
to people intimately identified with the City and its image across the
world.
Griffith Park is eligible for City HCM listing under the third City monuments
Criterion: “…which embody the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period,
style, or method of construction:”
Within Griffith Park are numerous structures and buildings that are intact
and expressive examples of the Spanish Revival, Moderne, and Second
Greek Revival design systems. The vast majority of these resources
were completed within the Park’s period of significance: 1896-1958.
Additionally, throughout Griffith Park are many excellent examples of
retaining walls, culverts, drainage channels, barriers, pedestrian bridges,
and drinking fountains primarily completed by various federally assisted
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work groups of the 1930s including the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation (RFC) and the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). These
objects are built in the rustic, “Park Style” of design as seen within
National Parks of the same era.
The National Park Service defines a Cultural Landscape as “a geographic
area, including both cultural and natural resources and the wildlife or
domestic animals therein, associated with a historic event, activity, or
person or exhibiting other cultural or aesthetic values.” 1 Taken as a
whole, Griffith Park’s eligibility under the above mentioned criteria
render it a historically significant cultural landscape for the City of Los
Angeles.
Griffith Park is significant under the fourth City Monuments Criterion,
“…which are a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect
whose individual genius influenced his or her age:”
Griffith Park contains the Griffith Observatory, completed by the firm of
John C. Austin & Frederic M. Ashley who were architects of Los
Angeles City Hall. Their work was done in consultation with the unsung
architect Russell W. Porter, a noted expert in the field of telescope
design who contributed greatly to the final design of the Griffith Park
Observatory. Other locally significant architects with buildings in
Griffith Park include Peter K. Schabarum, architect of the Greek
Theatre; William L. Pereira & Associates: architects of the former
Children’s Theater Costume Workshop—today called “LA Shares”—and
the Modernist firm of Jones, Emmons & Contini, architects of the
Griffith Park Girls’ Camp.

1

National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior (Charles A. Birnbaum, ASLA), “Preservation Briefs 36:
Protecting Cultural Landscapes.” online version. Washington D.C.: National Park Service, 1994.
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief36.htm viewed 24 April 2008.
Griffith Park Significance

January 2008

3

Colonel Griffith J. Griffith

Mary Agnes Christina “Tina” Griffith (Mesmer)

Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Courtesy: UCLA Special Collections

Colonel Griffith J. Griffith and his wife Tina Griffith together donated Griffith Park to the City of Los Angeles.

Early History
The land that would become Griffith Park was originally a portion of the 6,647acre Rancho Los Feliz. Jose Vicente Feliz, originally from Sonora, Mexico, had
trekked through Griffith Park as a soldier with the party of Juan Bautista de
Anza, a Spanish settler who colonized what became the first Pueblo in Alta
California, and is today San Jose. 2 The De Anza party had camped within a
portion of the park located near the bend in the Los Angeles River. In June 1781,
Jose Vicente Feliz, now a corporal, was one of the soldiers who escorted the
original 11 families from Sonora to the settlement that would become the Pueblo
of Los Angeles in September of that year. Feliz later became the Pueblo’s first
Commisionado—a role akin to a supervisor—and as such he had the highest
authority of any single individual within the original Pueblo.
Sometime between 1795 and 1800, near the time of Feliz’s retirement from
public service, the Spanish Crown granted Feliz the 6,647 acre rancho as a gift
for his loyalty. The earliest extant building in Griffith Park, a thick, walled
adobe residence off of Crystal Springs Drive, was built in the 1830s by one of
Jose Vicente Feliz’s children: Jose Paco Feliz. Dona Maria Ygnacia Feliz, a
daughter-in-law to Jose Vicente Feliz, assumed ownership of the property upon
her husband’s death and early on secured the water rights to the Rancho. These
water rights later became a significant factor in the City’s acceptance of the park
2

Mike Eberts, Griffith Park: A Centennial History (Los Angeles: The Historical Society of Southern California,
1996) 11-12.
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as a gift from Colonel Griffith. The land that now comprises Griffith Park was
later acquired by Dona Maria’s brother in law, Antonio Feliz, who in turned
willed it to Don Antonio Coronel. This transaction took place against the wishes
of Feliz’s niece Petranilla, who had lived with him on the property, and who
stood to be its sole heir. Upon finding that she was not to receive the property,
according to popular legend, she is believed to have cursed it.
Don Antonio Coronel was the lawyer for the Feliz family. 3 Additionally,
Coronel was an early Justice of the Peace, and was later a captain in the Mexican
army during the Mexican-American War. Once California fell under United
States’ rule, Coronel took an active role in local politics, becoming the first
County Assessor and later mayor of the City of Los Angeles. Coronel
established the City’s first Department of Public Works and later became State
Treasurer. Helen Hunt Jackson developed the initial idea for the romantic novel
that would become Ramona while staying with Don Antonio and his wife, Dona
Mariana. In 1883 Don Antonio helped create the Historical Society of Southern
California, and his collection of various Spanish, Mexican, and native artifacts is
housed at the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History. 4 The Rancho
was later sold to John Baldwin, who had intended to make the Rancho profitable,
but failed, and supposedly sold the Rancho to pay off his mortgage. 5

Don Antonio Coronel, early Californio and
former owner of the Griffith Park property.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo
Collection

3

Mike Eberts, Griffith Park, 20.
John R. Kielbasa, Historic Adobes of Los Angeles County (Pittsburgh: Dorrance Publishing Company, 1997) 96.
5
Eberts, “Griffith Park,” 18.
4
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From 1873 to 1882, Griffith had lived in San Francisco , where his journalism
education yielded him a job as the business manager for the Herald Publishing
Company. 6 By 1878, Griffith became the mining correspondent for the Daily
Alta California, a San Francisco newspaper that was at the time the region’s
largest. 7 During this period, with his knowledge of the mining industry
expanding, Griffith became acquainted with various mining companies of the
United States along with their leaders. Griffith himself become a mining
consultant through their acquaintance, and began investing in various mining
activities across California, Arizona, Nevada, and New Mexico. 8 These were the
activities that netted Griffith a small fortune.
Griffith visited Los Angeles twice between c.1873 and 1882. In 1882, he sold
part of his Mexico mining interests for $50,000.00, toured the world—an event
that Griffith claimed influenced his donation of Griffith Park—and moved onto
the Rancho, 4,071 acres of which he had purchased from Thomas Bell on
December 8, 1882, for an unknown price ranging anywhere from $8,000 to
$50,000. 9
In his first years in Los Angeles, Griffith focused his energies on developing his
ranch and stocked it with the highest quality cattle available. 10 During this time,
Griffith Park was still located 3 miles outside of city limits, in an area perceived
as the outskirts. During the Los Angeles housing boom of the 1880s, Griffith
profited handsomely by selling large portions of his Los Feliz, Kenilworth, and
Ivanhoe sections of the Rancho for housing development. 11 The rugged, rocky
portions of the Rancho remained unsold during this time. However, the section
of Griffith Park that today features the merry-go-round was originally home to an
ostrich farm and amusement facility during the mid and late 1880s. 12 This
ostrich facility, run by Dr. Charles J. Sketchley of South Africa, was the first
recreational attraction in what would later become Griffith Park. The ostrich
farm was instrumental in bringing the public to the park for the first time. Dr.
Sketchley and Colonel Griffith even constructed a narrow gauge railroad to bring
people to the ostrich farm from a point beginning at the present day Sunset and
Beaudry Avenues. Similar to lion and alligator farms, which were also common
during that time, ostriches were a popular, “exotic” amusement. Their plumage
was fashionable in women’s clothing during this period, particularly hats. Other
ostrich farms in the region were present in South Pasadena, Eastlake Park, and in
Anaheim. Colonel Griffith saw the ostrich farm and the railroad leading up to it
as highly advantageous. At that time Griffith had subdivided much of the
Rancho, and the train trip to the ostrich farm served as free advertising for the
land traversed by the line. Though Griffith succeeded in selling much of his
6

“Death Claims G.J. Griffith,” Los Angeles Times, 7 Jul 1919: II1.
“Copied from notes lent me by Miss M. Morgan,” Van Griffith family papers, 1845-1973, UCLA special
collections.
8
“Griffith’s Generous Gift,” Los Angeles Times, Dec 17 1896: 9.
9
Griffith’s brother in law Joseph Mesmer stated Griffith paid $8,000 for the property (Mesmer felt the property was
worth less than that), and the $50,000 estimated price is quoted from son Van Griffith. Eberts, Griffith Park,35, 3839; “Chronological,” single sheet, Van Griffith family papers, 1845-1973, UCLA. Special Collections.
10
Ibid, 37.
11
Today, Ivanhoe and Kenilworth are portions of Silverlake.
12
Eberts, Griffith Park, 21.
7
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property for residential subdivision, by the time that the housing boom ceased in
the late 1880s, the inner, hilly portion of the Rancho remained unsold. Griffith
offered 100 acres to the City for a park at $750/acre: an offer that the city
declined. The ostrich farm was closed by the end of the 1880s.
By 1885, Griffith was spending less time at his Ranch and more in the City
proper. During his city-dwelling years, Griffith began to evolve the big and
expressive personality by which many would later identify him. During this
time, Griffith exhibited the first tendencies of a charitable streak toward the City
of Los Angeles. According to his half-sister, Margaret Morgan, Griffith donated:
East Adams street 82-1/2 feet in width from San Pedro to Hooper, and a mile of Central
Ave. from Washington Street south…. Later he donated $3,000 for the first car line built
south on that boulevard. In order to make Washington Street straight and uniform he
moved his fence back and donated 48 feet of that 80-foot street the entire distance from
San Pedro St. to Central Ave.
The curve, corner of Vermont and Hollywood Blvd., he gave to the city, also half of the
Blvd. for a block west, and served for two years with Hollywood people in opening and
widening Sunset Blvd. to 100 feet, and offered to furnish enough gravel free to
macadamize it from city to the sea. 13

According to George Rice in the 1912 pamphlet, “His Reward:”
Col Griffith was one of the “Wheel Horses” for every great movement for the upbuilding of
this community. The greatest event in our history was the commencement of work on the
San Pedro breakwater, which was celebrated for two days. It was on his motion in the
Chamber of Commerce that the event was christened “Free Harbor Jubilee.” It required
$22,000 to make that celebration a success, and Col Griffith was one of the largest
contributors to that fund, as well as to many other enterprises I might mention. 14

Perhaps the most significant of these early charitable gifts came in 1884 and
1885 when Griffith sold to the City the right to access water from the section of
the Los Angeles River that flowed through his Feliz Rancho. Griffith sold these
rights for $50,000, although they were believed to be worth much more at the
time, another demonstration of his charity.
Water was a particularly valuable resource in the 1880s at the time of the sale,
because it was during this time that Los Angeles experienced its first significant
boom in population and growth. The boom period, which lasted from 1885 to
1888, was fed by the completion of the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe
transcontinental rail lines into the City, which in turn initiated a price war and a
tremendous influx of new residents. The population of Los Angeles jumped
from 11,183 people in 1880 to 50,395 people in 1890. 15

13

Ibid.
George Rice, “His Reward,” pamphlet, 1912. Transcribed page. Van Griffith family papers, 1845-1973. UCLA
Special Collections.
15
Phillip J. Ethington, “The Growth of Los Angeles,” in Hylda L. Rudd, Ed., et.al, The Development of Los
Angeles City Government: An Institutional History, 1850-2000, Volume 2 (Los Angeles: Los Angeles Historical
Society, 2007) 658.
14
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In 1887, during the peak of this boom, Griffith married Christina Mesmer, a
descendant of the Verdugo family (who themselves were briefly associated to the
Feliz Rancho), and the daughter of the owners of the United States Hotel, one of
the more lavish hotels in the City. Though Griffith had already earned a
significant amount of money in his lifetime, through this marriage his wealth
increased considerably. Officially, it was together with his wife that Griffith
would present to the City his grandest charitable gift yet: the large section of the
Feliz Rancho that became Griffith Park.

The “Christmas Present”
On December 16, 1896, Colonel Griffith J. Griffith, extravagantly dressed and
leading an entourage of four dozen prominent citizens, strode into a special
meeting of City Council whose purpose had been kept secret from the public. In
this meeting, Mayor Frank Rader, who had been in on the meeting’s secret intent,
introduced Colonel Griffith, who presented the mayor a roll of paper tied in a
blue ribbon. This roll included the property deed, its stipulations, and a
memorandum letter stating Griffith’s intention to donate 3,015 acres of his Los
Feliz Rancho to the City of Los Angeles to be made available to the public as a
city park. This was, in Griffith’s words, a “Christmas Present,” to the City of
Los Angeles.

Griffith Park illustration from 1896 Los Angeles Times
16
article announcing the donation.

16

“Griffith’s Generous Gift,” Los Angeles Times Dec 17, 1896: 9, courtesy ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los
Angeles Times (1881 - 1986).
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For the City of Los Angeles, the occasion was momentous not just for the
acquisition of a new park, but primarily for the free and clear water rights that
came with it. The mayor stated as much on receiving the gift from Griffith
during this presentation. 17 Water acquisition was both reason for and necessity
of the City’s significant growth of this period. Providing water for irrigation and
domestic consumption has always been one of Los Angeles’ most important
services. The City’s efforts to secure water are a character-defining feature of its
early history, and its early water system relied heavily on the flow of the Los
Angeles River. Wells tapped pockets of groundwater, and a system of irrigation
ditches, or zanjas, conveyed water to various sections of the city. 18 Until 1902,
Los Angeles did not possess its own water utility but rather relied on private
interests to provide water for the City, notably “The Los Angeles City Water
Company,” which was chiefly responsible for the distribution of water
throughout the City.

Zanja in Griffith Park connecting to Los Angeles River.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

With the gift Griffith specifically stipulated that his water rights were to be
owned by the City, and the Griffiths donated large provisions to make sure of
this. For the park, Griffith and his wife originally intended to donate “only”
2,000 acres, but after speaking with Mayor Rader in private prior to the donation,
Griffith added to the gift an additional 1,000 acres of property that ran along 4.5
miles of the Los Angeles River. Though Griffith had already sold the City the
use of his water in the mid-1880s, water laws of the time were highly
complicated and still left the City vulnerable to possible litigation by Griffith or
17

“Griffith’s Generous Gift,” Los Angeles Times , Dec 17, 1896.
Hetzel, Christopher (Historic Resources Group), Echo Park. City of Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument
Nomination. Los Angeles, CA, 2005: continuation sheet 7.

18
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other owners of riverside property. The expanded donation of land not only
made for a significantly larger park, but provided the City security that it now
had clear access to enough water that it need not hassle with other river-adjacent
property owners over water rights and ownership. Griffith’s water gift occurred
17 years before the opening of the Owens Valley Aqueduct.
By early 1898 the necessary property survey was complete and the formal deed
transfer was conducted in a ceremony on March 5. As part of the ceremony,
prominent politicians including Mayor M. F. Snyder, Senator Stephen D. White,
and Judge J.W. McKinley all gave speeches commending the remarkable
generosity of Colonel Griffith, and Griffith was designated a life honorary
member of the City Chamber of Commerce, the first time such a title had been
conferred upon an individual in the City.
The donation of the land included a couple of basic stipulations. If they were
broken, the park was to revert to Griffith, his family, or his heirs. In giving the
land, Griffith stated that the land was to be used as a park, “for the purposes of
recreation, health and pleasure, for the use and benefit of the inhabitants of the
said City of Los Angeles forever.” Aside from mandating that the land always be
used as a park, and always be made available to individuals of modest means,
Griffith mandated that the property always be known as Griffith Park. 19 In
stipulating the land as a park available to everyone, Griffith answered to broader
concerns of the time that cities were incapable of fostering healthy populations.

The City Beautiful Movement
Development of Los Angeles’ parks facilities was part of the “City Beautiful”
movement, a progressive, nationwide social movement aimed at city
beautification and urban revitalization. 20 A reaction against the perceived ills of
the Industrial Revolution as inflicted on cities, the City Beautiful movement
promoted the philosophy that the problems of urban poverty, slums, and
industrial growth could be eradicated or controlled by the creation of parks, green
space, and other forms of recreation.
In the mid-nineteenth century, this movement began with the creation of large,
municipal parks in many eastern and midwestern cities. The creation of New
York City’s Central Park in 1858, for example, inaugurated this movement as a
conscious effort to control urban growth. The park caused the value of adjacent
land to increase and significantly affected the physical and cultural development
of New York City. 21

19

In addition to these stipulations, Griffith clearly stated allowances for the City to have ownership of all water
rights upon the property and also stated that transportation uses through or within the park would also be
permissible.
20
The primary ideas and writing of this section are authored by Christoper Hetzel, Jones & Stokes. November,
2007.
21
For more information on New York’s Central Park see Roy Rosenzweig and Elizabeth Blackmar, The Park and
the People: A History of Central Park (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1992.
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Such planning later turned to preserving the natural environment. The United
States Congress established Yellowstone National Park in 1875, and New York
state formed the New York State Reservation at Niagara Falls in 1885. Industrial
development threatened the natural character of these two areas, and many
people adamantly supported their protection. Meanwhile, the desire to escape
from the ills of urbanization and industrialization in American cities manifested
itself in the creation of the first theme parks and pleasure resorts at Coney Island
and Atlantic City and the many zoos and menageries. In architecture, the City
Beautiful movement manifested itself through Beaux-Arts design and principles
as promulgated at the 1893 Columbian World Exposition in Chicago.
Los Angeles developed somewhat slower than the rest of the country in this
regard, primarily due to its small size and a vast supply of readily available space
in the late nineteenth century. The area remained semi-agricultural through the
1880s and 1890s, and an imagery of an urban arcadia prevailed. Matters of
public recreational space were further complicated by the City’s inheritance of
conflicting land surveys, a result of early survey methods, and a resistance to
government restrictions on land speculation. People supported this movement
for various reasons. Some promoters were genuinely concerned for cities and
their residents, while others supported the movement because it furthered their
own interests. Proponents generally offered three major reasons for “city
beautification,” each with corollary benefits and advantages.
First, the creation of landscaped parks effectively increased, or at least stabilized,
the value of surrounding property. City planners hoped to make areas of the City
more attractive and desirable to residents in order to improve land values.
Closely associated with land speculation, the strongest park promoters were
frequently those living adjacent to public land and those who would most benefit
from its use.
A second argument was the belief that such developments affected the social
behavior of city residents. Supporters believed that nature had positive
psychological effects on social behavior and argued that parks provided working
class populations with an escape from the toils of everyday living. Nature was
thought to make workers happier and more productive, and park advocates
maintained that city beautification and the establishment of public recreation
facilities created a sense of civic pride by increasing a citizen’s emotional
attachment to the community. For politicians, these benefits meant their
constituency would be happier, more unified, and easier to control. People
viewed parks and recreation centers as public places where members of all
income levels could associate, thus serving as instruments of class reconciliation
and democratization. Easily accessible through the use of public transit, such as
the Los Angeles’ Red Car lines, many public parks were frequented by rich and
poor alike.
Proponents offered health benefits as yet another reason for the establishment of
parks and recreation facilities. Many people believed that qualities of the natural
environment reduced the prevalence of disease and improved public health.
Ocean breezes and sea water, for example, were thought to have remedial
properties and that public beaches provided escape from the crowded and filthy
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conditions of urban living. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
people knew little about the cause of disease. They only knew that patients were
cured, or their conditions improved, when exposed to natural surroundings.
In keeping with the zeitgeist of the times, city leaders during the turn of the
century spoke highly of the need for public parks, and how the local climate
would be advantageous to their development. In 1889, the City established the
country’s first Department of Parks to administer the City’s parks, which
included the Plaza (1781), Pershing Square (1870), Westlake Park (1887),
Eastlake Park (1889), and Elysian Park (1886).

The City Beautiful Movement and Griffith Park
Among the symptoms of the industrial movement that City Beautiful aimed to
combat were pollution, unchecked urban growth, tenements, and grueling labor,
particularly for children and the poor. Perhaps having viewed this in the
Pennsylvania and New York of his modest youth, Griffith saw one possible
future for fast-growing Los Angeles. Griffith correctly predicted that one day
Los Angeles would be a vast metropolis, and therefore parks, including his own
massive donation, were vital to the future health of people and the City.
Griffith himself articulated this need in various statements, which included the
writing of a 1910 self-published book entitled Parks, Boulevards, and
Playgrounds:
That there must be an outlet for the population that chokes in the streets and alleys of our cities;
that fresh air, communion with nature and amusements other than those afforded by the cheap
theatre, moving picture show or saloon, are requisites of public health, and is worth spending
money on—all this has become a settled conviction among those who think at all. 22
Sunlight and air are the first requisites of sanity and health….Public parks are a safety valve of
great cities and should be made accessible and attractive, where neither race nor creed nor color
should be excluded….Give nature a chance to do her good work and nature will give every person
a greater strength in health, strength and mental power. 23

22

Griffith, Griffith J, Parks, Boulevards, and Playgrounds (Los Angeles: Prison reform League Publishing Co.,
1910). Excerpted from Eberts, Mike, Griffith Park: A Centennial History (Los Angeles: The Historical Society of
Southern California, 1996).
23
Eberts, “Griffith Park,” 5, 399 (Griffith J. Griffith, “The Autobiography of Colonel Griffith Jenkins Griffith,”
p.30, manuscript, Van Griffith Papers, Collection 2060, UCLA Special Collections.)
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Griffith Park, 1912. Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Aside from the Plaza, which was the City’s first park, early City parks were
either funded in part by private citizens and became genteel and exclusive spaces
for repose, or often were built on bona fide unimprovable land. Through
donating the land to the City as a park, Griffith was no longer responsible to pay
taxes on land that was virtually unimprovable, and he joked about this on the day
of the donation. 24 Though he was successful in subdividing portions of the
Rancho into communities that today are portions of Los Feliz and Silverlake, the
large, hilly portion of the Rancho that is today within Griffith Park was seen as
too full of canyons, too craggy, and too rocky for subdivision, and too arid for
animal grazing or crops. In 1890, Griffith had offered some of the property to
the City for $750.00/acre, an offer they declined.
Nonetheless, the gift appears to have been very much a generous donation, one
that the Griffiths wanted to give free and clear, on terms that would satisfy the
City. Along with the property itself, Griffith covered an $80,000 mortgage, and
included $10,000 worth of water-related improvements to accompany the water
rights themselves. 25 The total valuation of the gift was estimated at more than
$300,000. 26 Griffith and Mesmer’s gift of a park space that instantly became the
largest city park in the country falls within a category of big and benevolent
philanthropy that was a feature of the late nineteenth century and brought with it
the presence of “standing” within a community.

Turn of the Century Philanthropy
As previously mentioned, Griffith’s charitable giving predated the donation of
the Griffith Park land, and Griffith was considered one of the early “wheel
horses” for the upbuilding of the City. Colonel Griffith was wealthy at a time in
the history of the United States when excess wealth from individual efforts and
24

Boyle Workman, Boyle Workman’s The City That Grew (Los Angeles: Southland Pub. Co, 1936) 229.
Gift of the Rancho. Transcribed page. Van Griffith family papers, 1845-1973. UCLA Special Collections.
26
Eberts, “Griffith Park,” 3, 399 (Henry Winfred Splinter, “Los Angeles Recreation, 1846-1900,” Southern
California Quarterly, XVIII (June 1961): 192) and “Griffith’s Generous Gift: Three Thousand Acres Presented to be
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accomplishments through industry, rather than through pre-inherited land or
monarchy, was a new phenomenon.
Griffith’s philanthropy falls in line with a common trend among industrialists at
the turn of the century of making charitable contributions that they felt would
benefit and improve a wide swath of the populace. In the United States, for
example, this trend was best exemplified in the giving of two of Griffith’s
contemporaries: J.D. Rockefeller, Sr., and Andrew Carnegie. In the process of
becoming innovators within their respective industries (oil and steel), J.D.
Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie are the best-known examples of capitalist
philanthropists from the first generation of Americans to profit abundantly from
the Industrial Revolution.
J.D. Rockefeller, Sr., widely credited as the richest American in history, made
tens of millions of dollars through the company he founded, Standard Oil.
Rockefeller subsequently donated millions of dollars to the fields of medical
research and education. His son J.D. Rockefeller, Jr. continued this trend of
giving throughout the first half of the twentieth century, continuing to establish
charitable organizations, donating thousands of acres to national parks, and even
donating the land on which the United Nations headquarters was later built.
Similarly, Andrew Carnegie made a fortune in steel and the ability to produce it
efficiently. The U.S. rail industry used his steel to build thousands of miles of
rail across the country. In 1901, Carnegie Steel was sold to J.P. Morgan and was
merged into U.S. Steel. With the earnings from this transaction, Andrew
Carnegie donated tens of millions of dollars for numerous projects related to
education and social advancement, including the construction of hundreds of
public libraries, popularly called “Carnegie Libraries,” across the United States,
Canada, Northern Europe and Australia. All three of these individuals were seen
as “Captains of Industry,” and implicitly perceived as among the most successful
capitalists, and therefore most powerful individuals in the United States.
For Los Angeles, Griffith’s gestures and giving are a regional manifestation of
this trend. Through his extravagant dress, robustness of presence, and through
the giving itself, it appears that Griffith may have consciously intended such an
association. Though Griffith certainly succeeded in making a bold statement
through the gift, Griffith himself—like Andrew Carnegie—was an immigrant
born of the “plain people.” He stipulated the park always be made available for
such people. Griffith’s half-sister, Margaret Morgan, stated that “He was
sympathetic with the poor because he had been a poor boy.” 27
Born in Glamorganshire, Wales, on January 4, 1850, Griffith J. Griffith arrived in
the United States at age 16 with an uncle who had already been living in the
country. Griffith settled in Ashland, Pennsylvania, where he attended school and
was virtually adopted for a period of five years by Benjamin and Jane Mowry of
Danville, Pennsylvania. The Mowrys were a religiously devout couple who lost
their son in the Civil War. Once Griffith became wealthy, the first individuals of
“modest means” to whom he reached out were not the future patrons of Griffith
27
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Park but his own family members, including those who reared him. Griffith
moved his by-then-separated parents to the United States, settling his father’s
family with him at the Feliz Rancho and settling his mother’s family in
Pennsylvania. Griffith also financially took care of the Mowrys the rest of their
lives once he had heard of their later destitution.
At the time of the Colonel and Tina Griffith’s donation, Griffith Park, at 3,015
acres, became the largest interurban park with wilderness in the Western world.
This is in comparison to similar parks of the time, including the Bois de
Bolougne in Paris, France, at 2,090 acres; Lincoln Park in Chicago at 1,200
acres; Balboa Park in San Diego also at 1,200 acres; Golden Gate Park in San
Francisco at 1,017 acres; Central Park in New York City at 843 acres; and Hyde
Park in London combined with the adjacent Kensington Gardens at 625 acres.
Fairmount Park in Philadelphia is a 4,000-acre park space, but has historically
been divided into three separate, affixed parks.

Griffith Park in the First Part of the Twentieth
Century
Following Griffith’s 1896 donation to the City, wealthy individuals began
making donations to improve the park. Some donations came in the form of
money, while others were in the form of direct goods, such as trees. An early
vision to turn the chaparral-covered hillsides of the park into an Olmstead-like
park of manicured grounds failed because of the expense and impracticality such
a plan required. Early efforts by Colonel Griffith to pass a bond measure to pay
for park improvements such as roads were unsuccessful. Colonel Griffith was,
however, named to the Board of Park Commissioners in 1903.
In spite of the City’s early, rapid growth, the growth and development of parks in
Los Angeles usually took place at the behest of private individuals and
corporations. Events in Colonel Griffith’s life during this period hindered
political support for his requests to the City for bettering the park. On September
3, 1903, while vacationing with his wife and 15-year-old son Van Griffith, at the
Arcadia Hotel in Santa Monica, Griffith accused his wife of infidelity in an
alcoholic rage and proceeded to shoot her, thereby permanently disfiguring her
right eye. The trial for attempted murder became a public referendum on his
alcoholism and an abrasive, outspoken personality that had long rubbed certain
people the wrong way. Colonel Griffith was sentenced to two years in San
Quentin Federal Penitentiary. The incident and trial destroyed his reputation, and
hindered the City’s willingness to fully invest in Griffith’s vision and requests for
the park. Griffith served his full two-year sentence and on his release became
passionate about prison reform. While this new passion took much of his energy,
it dovetailed with his earlier belief in the value of public parks. Griffith viewed
public parks as a key component of cities to foster wholesome, crime-free lives in
their citizens.
Despite problems with funding and the slow pace of road development, Griffith
Park was a site for recreation from the park’s founding. People rode horses both
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as a means of transportation and as a recreational pursuit throughout the park. In
1909 the City authorized 10 workers to clear a foot-trail up to Mt. Hollywood,
which at 1,626 feet is the highest peak in Griffith Park. 28 By this time, hiking in
Griffith Park was already a popular activity. These activities and others reflected
shifting concepts of recreation that were popularized throughout the United
States during the early twentieth century.
An outgrowth of the larger City Beautiful Movement, progressive era reformers
began promoting the social role that parks played in society in the late 1890s and
called for the creation of new active recreational facilities in public parks across
the country. Formalized as the Parks and Playgrounds Movement, reformers
urged municipal governments to construct playgrounds and promote physical
activities in locations physically separated from the perceived dangers of the
urban environment. Organized recreation was seen as having positive benefits on
an individual’s mental, moral, and physical well being, and aided them in
becoming responsible, well-adjusted citizens. Contemporaries believed that the
psychological benefits of disciplined health and exercise led to greater happiness
among workers and, especially among immigrants, provided a means to more
quickly enter mainstream American culture. Improved production in the
workplace, increased buying power, and a stronger local economy all were
perceived benefits; as demonstrated in an oft quoted motto at the time, “The test
of whether a civilization will live or die is the way it spends its leisure.” 29
In the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s, many new forms of recreation were introduced to
Griffith Park. Such activities marked a new manner of experiencing the park;
away from simply being-in the rustic landscapes of the City Beautiful movement
and toward pro-active physical activities. Among these new leisure activities was
golf, which has a long history in Griffith Park as one of its first recreational
activities. Prior to 1884, General John M. Baldwin, a Spanish-American War
veteran who occupied part of the former Feliz Rancho, built a golf course near
the site of the current clubhouse. What remained of this course after heavy
flooding damage was refashioned in 1900 into the park’s first municipal golf
course, known as the Riverside Course. In 1914, the course was improved, and
although it consisted mostly of dirt and sand links, it was free and popular with
the public. In 1923, grass-seeded Wilson Golf Course opened. The Park
Department then turned its attention to seeding Riverside Golf Course with grass,
and renamed it Warren G. Harding Golf Course. In keeping with Colonel
Griffith’s stipulation that the park serve those of modest means and not charge an
admission fee, the golf courses in Griffith Park served the public for nominal
cost. Although they maintained a clubhouse and various other support buildings,
as municipal courses, the early courses at Griffith Park were simple, rather than
elaborate.
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Griffith Park became a contiguous part of the City of Los Angeles in 1910,
together with the surrounding land of East Hollywood and Ivanhoe. Annexation
to the City was a popular move for many neighborhoods in the Los Angeles basin
because it gave them access to the City’s water rights, and thus an avenue for
growth. The park, while already owned by the City, was surrounded for the first
time by City lands, which quickly began filling up with roads, residences, and
other commercial buildings.

The Trails and the Wilderness

30

“Here are groves of live oak beneath which many a grizzly has
dozed away the summer noon, and deep jungles of chaparral in
which cattle as wild as the bear escaped for life the branding
iron. The eagle yet nests in the ancient sycamores, and the deer
still drinks at the spring of his fathers. Leagues of winding
drives will show but the half of it, while several varieties of
climate will puzzle the stranger still more. On the north side he
can find dense shades in the summer and on the south the cool
breezes of the sea; or in winter he may find the warmer sun on
the south with the softer land-breath on the north. Around its
feet will be many acres of cultivated garden and lawns, but art
will suddenly stop and California assert itself.” 31
The largely untamed hilly core of Griffith Park has charmed hikers, equestrians,
and assorted naturalists for more than 100 years. Made accessible by a 53-mile
network of trails, the park’s rugged, hilly core is the largest, and perhaps most
fragile, historic feature of the park.
Col. Griffith J. Griffith enjoyed exploring the hilly portion of his ranch “enjoying
the life of a country gentleman,” often hunting jack rabbits with his pack of
hounds 32, even before he gave it over to the City. Col. Griffith viewed the
natural areas of the park as among its most important attributes. He held the
Victorian view that city life was potentially harmful to a person's health and
spirituality. In his 1910 book, Parks, Boulevards and Playgrounds, he said that
America's cities “are vast reservoirs of wealth, with all the luxury that wealth
begets,” but “they are also hotbeds of disease, poverty, vice and indescribable
misery.”
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Bee Rock, seen in the background, was one of the
earliest hiking destinations in Griffith Park. Griffith
himself had the still extant Bee Rock Trail cleared, and
the landmark is also known as “Griffith’s Altar.” An
aviary formerly of the Old Los Angeles Zoo is seen in
the foreground. Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo
Collection.

Open space—rustic and available to all—was the cure. The Colonel wrote:
“Give nature a chance to do her good work and nature will give every person a
greater opportunity in health, strength and mental power.” 33 One of the earliest
hiker destinations in the park is the rock outcropping briefly known as Griffith’s
Altar, but known today as Bee Rock. When showing off the City’s newest and
largest park to newspaper reporters and dignitaries Colonel Griffith would often
take them to that spot. By the 1920s, growing numbers of hikers were exploring
the park's rugged interior. In 1926 the Los Angeles Times predicted “people of
all ages will be flocking every day to the miles of trails winding through the
Griffith Park woods.” 34 Vincent Jones wrote in 1928 that beauty “like a blessed
benediction” lies around every bend in Griffith Park's trails. “Did we not lift our
gaze to the south we would not know there was a city near.” 35 Wrote Dana
Tyson in 1929:
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Griffith Park is the place where ... native wild life may be seen,
for here on an early morning hike, if we are quiet and keep our
eyes peeled, a small band of deer may be seen wandering about
the hills. 36
In the 1920s, even the mayor was out on the park's trails. Los Angeles Mayor
George Cryer would hike up Vermont Canyon, climb over the top of Mt.
Hollywood, and have his chauffeur pick him up on the east side of the park, near
Crystal Springs. “That was his regular exercise one afternoon a week,” recalled
Van Griffith, Col. Griffith’s son. “He loved to hike.” 37 Children and teenagers
also began to hike the trails in the 1920s. Cross country teams ran there and at
least one local high school formed a hiking club that often used the trails.
Younger hikers discovered the trails when boys and girls camps were established
in the park in 1926. The girls camp was so remote that provisions had to be
carried up park trails by burro.

Girl’s Camp Pool, constructed 1926, with view of
Glendale/ Eagle Rock. Though abandoned, this pool
is still extant. Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo
Collection

Among the various built objects within the wilderness component of Griffith
Park is one that is highly iconic the world over: the Hollywood Sign. The
Hollywood Sign exists on a portion of the park annexed in 1945 by the City of
Los Angeles, and is placed along the south face of Mt. Lee. Aside from the radio
towers atop the mountain, the historic viewshed and backdrop around the
Hollywood Sign have been the Griffith Park wilderness itself. Prior to the City
acquiring the Mt. Lee portion of Griffith Park, the flat hilltop at Mt. Lee was to
be the site of an estate for movie mogul Mack Sennett of Keystone Cop fame; the
house was never built. 38 Near the Hollywood Sign, this western portion of the
36
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wilderness has one anomaly. A rectangular portion of the property due west of
the Hollywood sign and also facing south upon Mt. Lee was never acquired by
the Recreation and Parks Department. This property was originally owned by
Howard Hughes, who had planned to build a residence upon the property. For
the time being, this property reads as continuous with the rest of the Griffith Park
wilderness component. Aside from natural cycles, the slight intrusion of Mt. Lee
Drive at its western end, and an unnamed hiking trail, this property is unchanged
from the Rancho period, and is covered with the same chaparral as seen upon the
rest of Mt. Lee. Aside from residences built for caretakers and other park
employees, no residences have been constructed in the wilderness component
since the park, in various phases, was annexed by the City of Los Angeles.
The western portion of the park began to open up to hikers around the World
War I era. As development began in Fern Dell around 1916, trails appeared in
Western Canyon, connecting with the rest of the park. To the west of that, trails
were built in Brush Canyon, with a spur to the nearby former rock quarry at
Bronson Canyon. Bronson Canyon has cultural significance as a movie location
site, with the cave becoming famous in the 1950s science fiction film “Invasion
of the Body Snatchers” and a decade later as the Bat Cave in the 1960s “Batman”
television series. The extension of Mulholland Scenic Highway, originally
planned as a thoroughfare for automobiles, eventually became a graded fire
road—known today as Mulholland Trail—for the enjoyment of hikers and
equestrians. Among other things, this fire road traverses Mt. Lee, site of the
world famous Hollywood Sign.

Women Hikers in Griffith Park,1928. “Most of us
dressed up because you never knew who you’d
meet.” --- Barbara Larsen (in bow tie at right).
Courtesy: Barbara Larsen

Also by the 1920s, Mt. Hollywood was gaining in popularity as a destination of
Griffith Park hikers. Col. Griffith originally envisioned putting his dream
observatory on the peak, with the public coming and going by funicular railway.
Said one prominent local astronomer about the peak, “It occupies almost
precisely the center of what is to become the largest and by far the most splendid
Griffith Park Significance

January 2008

20

city in the Western hemisphere.” 39 Mt. Hollywood is one of several peaks in the
park where, in the same vista, one can see the downtown skyline, the southern
portion of the city to San Pedro, the Westside to the beach, and much of the San
Fernando Valley.
Work crews of unemployed men added more trails to the park during the Great
Depression. Early efforts of this type were locally funded, but eventually federal
dollars were added. Among other places in the park, the trails around Beacon
Hill (then known as Shale Hill) on the east end of the park were constructed by
the unemployed. Eventually, young men of the Civilian Conservation Corps
built and maintained trails in the park. By the post-war period, the first of the
park’s volunteer-tended gardens, Captain’s Roost, was established on the westfacing slope of Mt. Hollywood. It has a fine view of Los Angeles’ west side, the
Pacific Ocean, and Catalina Island. Its beginnings, its founder, and the identities
of some subsequent tenders are a mystery. The Captain, whose identity is not
known, didn't rule the Roost for very long. Several hikers remember meeting
him in the mid-1940s at his small garden where he had fashioned a hand-carved
table and bench. By 1949, he was gone, according to long-time Griffith Park
Ranger Bill Eckert. An elderly woman Eckert knew only as Rae succeeded the
Captain. Under Rae the garden bloomed. “It was beautiful,” he recalled. Rae
took care of the Roost for perhaps 10 years. 40 Two other important volunteertended gardens—Dante’s View and Amir’s Garden—would be added in the years
after the period of historic significance.

Frank Shearer
Frank Shearer was hired by the Park Department as a landscape engineer and
draftsman in January 1910 and by May of that year was the acting
superintendant. Most irrigation projects didn’t get off the ground until the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) involvement in the 1930s; Shearer, however,
had been an early advocate of large-scale irrigation in Griffith Park. Shearer was
the mastermind behind Fern Dell, a garden of ferns, bridges and terraced pools.
Located at 5375 Red Oak Avenue near the Western Avenue entrance to the park,
Fern Dell’s dams and pools were constructed using boulders from other areas of
the park.
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Women walking through Fern Dell, c.1930.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Concrete was used not only in the pool construction but formed and scored to
resemble tree logs and branches. Imported and native ferns were brought in to
populate the grounds. As with many park attractions, it was improved on slowly
over the years. It was immediately popular when the first stage was completed in
1914, and often photographed. The lush, landscaped grounds fit within the
context of the City Beautiful movement and the desire of planners to improve
upon nature and make it accessible to the common person.
Located near the residential areas of Los Feliz and the Hollywood Hills—even at
that time, home to many people in the film industry—Griffith Park was
directlyaffected by the film industry early on. Now located within Griffith Park,
the “HOLLYWOODLAND” sign was erected in 1923 as an advertisement for
the Hollywoodland residential tract, located near the southwest corner of the
park. Portions of the tract too hilly to be sold for houses, including the land
containing the sign, were donated to the City for the park, continuing the trend
that initially gave birth to Griffith Park. Later, the “LAND” portion of the sign
was removed, and the Hollywood Sign has become a globally recognized icon of
the City of Los Angeles.
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Hollywoodland Sign, Circa 1920.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Van Griffith
In 1920, one year after Colonel Griffith’s passing, Griffith’s only son, Van
Griffith, became a park developer. Prior to this, in 1914, Van had served as
Commissioner for a small bus line into Griffith Park, which at that time was the
most feasible access into the park for those who did not have automobiles. By
1925,when a new City charter was implemented that guaranteed more funding
for the park system, Van Griffith became a Park Commissioner. Throughout his
years of involvement in the Park’s affairs—virtually his whole life—Van Griffith
was a champion of his father’s original will, seeking new ways to expand the
park’s offerings to the public while preserving open space. A primary early idea
of Van Griffith’s was reforestation of the park. Griffith saw reforestation not just
as beautification, but as fire prevention, as it would have included a massive
irrigation system. In the late 1920s, largely through the efforts of Van Griffith, a
massive irrigation system was installed, including sheet metal water tanks. With
this, Van Griffith spearheaded the construction of the Municipal Nursery in
Commonwealth Canyon, which opened in 1927. Joe Kladler, whose father was
the chief groundskeeper to Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria, oversaw the
nursery, which in its first 18 months had overseen the development and raising of
approximately two million plants. 41
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Van Griffith with Ocelots
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Immediately after his father’s death in 1919, Van Griffith was a catalyst to
securing additional property for Griffith Park. This additional property was
originally the 351-acre Griffith reservation located at the northwest portion of the
park. Because the property was located upon flat lands, it was prime for
redevelopment, and the Griffith Trust at the advice of Security National Bank,
had actually advocated its redevelopment. Realizing that the trust had enough
money to fulfill its original aims, Van Griffith went against this proposal, and
worked the deal for the land from both sides of the table, as Park Commissioner
and Griffith’s only son. Though redevelopment would have netted Van Griffith
and other members of the Trust at that time a handsome sum of money, Griffith
opted instead to fulfill his father’s wishes for the property, and in 1921 sold it to
the City, on behalf of the Griffith Family Trust, at 40% below market value. 42 A
chart documenting other land acquisitions that have expanded Griffith Park is
included in Appendix A.
Present upon the former reservation land was the Griffith Aviation Park, which
had opened in 1912 largely as a result of Van Griffith’s primary hobby: flying.
The airfield, which is today in the general vicinity of the Los Angeles Zoo
Parking lot to the John Ferraro Soccer Fields, was one of the first of its kind in
Los Angeles. Among early flight entrepreneurs to establish businesses at the
airfield was aviation pioneer Glenn Martin, who at this time founded a company
that he would oversee for the better part of the following 40 years. The Glenn L.
Martin Aircraft Company would become one of the most significant producers of
war aircraft in the country. While at Griffith Aviation Park, Martin would
become teacher and supervisor to others who would go on to became significant
leaders in aviation: William Boeing was one of Martin’s students, and Donald
Douglas was an engineer that Martin had hired. The only remnant of aviation
activity still present at Griffith Park today is a clearing where a former beacon
once stood on “Beacon Hill,” which overlooks the Golden State Freeway. 43
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The Griffith Aviation Park closed by 1916. In 1925 the field reopened as a
temporary home to the California National Guard: 115th Observation Squadron,
40th Division Air Service. The “115th” conducted various operations in
California and Mexico, including searching for enemy submarine bases off of
Mexico, and the photo documentation of all federal projects along the West
Coast. 44 During this time the 115th was headed by Major C.C. Moseley, an
aviation pioneer who later became one of the founders of Western Airlines. Van
Griffith resigned as Parks Commissioner in 1929. Even after this time, Van was
steadfast in defending his father’s vision for the park. It was Van Griffith who
adamantly stated in 1932 that the National Guard’s stay was to be temporary.
The 115th would eventually relocate to Paso Robles in 1941, reform at Van Nuys
airport after World War II, and later relocate to Point Magu in 1987.
By 1933, Frank Shaw, the newly elected Mayor of Los Angeles, was proposing
an airport at Griffith Park to replace Mines Field, which is today the site of Los
Angeles International Airport. Once again, it was Van Griffith who rallied
various entities including the California Taxpayers Association, the Municipal
League, and numerous Women’s organizations to defend the park from this
proposal. The idea was ultimately abandoned in March 1934. 45 During this
effort to stave off an airport, a quote of Van Griffith’s succinctly summarizes his
position, and echoes the will of his father, “Every foot of Griffith Park should be
preserved for the recreation of people, and no part of it should be commercialized
in any way whatsoever.” 46

The 1925 City Charter
The year 1925 is significant to Griffith Park’s development due to the enactment
of a new City charter. The charter ensured the City’s right to invest in its
infrastructure and increase that investment over time to keep pace with growth.
In a number of key areas, the charter was decades ahead of its time when
compared to the rest of the country. For example, the charter abolished at-large
elections for city council, effectively prohibiting racial gerrymandering by
requiring that voting districts be composed of contiguous and compact territory.
As it relates to Griffith Park, the charter required a fixed percentage of property
tax revenue be given to the park system. Prior to this arrangement, the Park
Department relied on appropriations from the City Council granted on a case-bycase basis. Guaranteed funding allowed both large-scale and deferred
maintenance at Griffith Park to commence in earnest. “Reforestation” of Griffith
Park was a longtime dream of Van Griffith’s, and the funding promised by the
1925 City Charter made it a possibility. Griffith’s vision included forests on the
hillsides and water running down the hillsides to create streams that could be
stocked with trout. More than $100,000 was spent by 1929 on the irrigation
system alone. The project never reached the scale that Griffith hoped for, but
nevertheless was a massive undertaking. Portions of the irrigation system (and
also lines installed by the WPA in the 1930s) were exposed during the 2007 fire.
A Municipal Nursery complex was opened in 1927 adjacent to Commonwealth
44
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Canyon and supported Van Griffith’s reforestation efforts, in addition to
functioning as regular nursery with hothouse plants. Many of the wood-framed,
single-story buildings in the complex today were constructed when the nursery
was founded or soon after.

Municipal Nursery Buildings, 1927. Photo: 1928. The
wood hothouse to the right is now removed. The office and
garage buildings to the left are still present.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Together, the complex comprises an intact example of early Los Angeles
infrastructure that retains its integrity from the original period of development,
and is still used for its original purpose. By 1930, the nursery had produced tens
of thousands of native plants and trees for the park. In 1929, Mayor of Los
Angeles John C. Mayor objected to the reforestation project, and the pace of
plantings slowed. This led directly to Van Griffith’s resignation from the Parks
Commission.
The Municipal Plunge facility, which opened in summer 1927, was a direct result
of the 1925 City Charter that increased the budget of the Playground and
Recreation Department. By 1927, the complex included tennis, basketball and
volleyball courts, baseball and other fields, horseshoe pits, a playground, and the
pool. A two-story bathhouse and boys’ and girls’ field houses were built around
three sides of the pool. Pergolas are located on either side of the pool house
building. Although the eastern field house and at least one other building in the
pool complex were demolished for construction of the Interstate 5 (I-5) freeway,
the two remaining buildings (the pool house and western field house) are
significant examples of the Spanish Colonial Revival style adapted for municipal
use. In addition to recreation, the pool was used for canoe paddling and
pageants, reflecting the role of Griffith Park and especially the Playground
Department in the 1920s and 1930s as a playground and entertainment venue for
the masses.

Griffith Park Significance

January 2008

26

“Enchanted Pool” pageant participant at Municipal
Plunge and Poolhouse, constructed 1927. The pool
itself, the largest municipal pool in the City, and the
Poolhouse are still present and retain excellent
integrity. Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo
Collection

Two camps available to children of modest means were built after the charter
was passed, broadening the park’s efforts to provide recreational and outdoor
activities to all Angelenos. The Boys’ Camp was located on land that was once
the Municipal Prison Farm from roughly 1918 to 1924. The Boys’ Camp opened
in 1926, north of today’s Travel Town. Facilities included a swimming pool,
tennis courts, baseball diamonds, football field, and gymnasium recycled from an
old barn. In keeping with the spirit of Griffith’s gift, the camp was affordable
and accessible to boys of modest means. The site was abandoned when the Los
Angeles River was lined and its course altered. Part of the site was later used for
transient boys and a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camp; the I-5 Freeway
was also built over part of the original site. The Girls’ Camp also opened in
1926, in Dam Canyon. Facilities included cabins, a lodge, dining hall, and
outdoor sports area. The character-defining feature of the Girls’ Camp was the
pool, situated on a ledge with views of the surrounding valleys. In 1992, arson
fires destroyed the main dining hall and director’s cabin. They have since been
rebuilt, and renovations to the site using modern materials have been completed.
Both the boys’ and girls’ camps operated full-time in the summer and on the
weekends during the rest of the year. Two major road projects in the 1920s were
the construction of Riverside Drive and Mulholland Scenic Highway. Riverside
Drive served commuter traffic from the San Fernando Valley to downtown Los
Angeles. Mulholland Highway was imagined as a “parkway, bridle path, and
spacious drive” that would follow the crest of the Santa Monica Mountains from
Griffith Park to the Pacific Ocean. The road was graded but never became a
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thoroughfare in the park; throughout its history it has been accessible only for
hiking and horseback riding.

Griffith Park in the 1930s
Though the 1930s was one of the most economically trying times for Los
Angeles and the United States, Griffith Park prospered and transformed during
the Depression years more so than in any other decade of its existence. This is
ironic, if not fitting, since Colonel Griffith mandated the park to be free and
available to people of modest means. During the 1930s, that group turned out to
include almost everybody. In regard to its built environment, Griffith Park
became the recipient of thousands of hours of labor by these people sponsored
through various programs such as the WPA (Works Progress Administration),
the PWA (Public Works Administration), the CCC, and the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation (RFC). Additionally, numerous activities, also funded by
local and federal government organizations, served as a means to keep the
unemployed occupied, if they were not working through the above-mentioned
organizations. During this time, the Los Angeles Associated City Employees
voluntarily contributed 1% of their salary to keep men employed, and this
included clearing fire breaks in Griffith Park. 47

Civil Works Administration work crew in Griffith Park,
1933. Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

In 1931, early in the Depression and prior to the swearing-in of President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1933, the City of Los Angeles passed a $5 million
unemployment relief bond measure. Of this money, $1 million was devoted to
the parks, which employed 25,000 for part-time work for four months. This
resulted in the creation of 13 miles of bridle trails, the creation and improvement
47
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of picnic areas, expanded parking areas, and the improvements at the bird
sanctuary and Fern Dell. Men were hired part-time and paid $4.00/day. 48
By 1933 this City bond money was exhausted and Griffith Park began to be the
recipient of monies and assistance by the RFC. Among the projects by the RFC
were the lining of curbs along Western and Vermont Canyon roads, the surfacing
and widening of roads, new bridle trails, the clearing of weeds, various planting
projects, the construction of horseshoe courts, installation of streetlamps to the
soon-to be completed observatory, plus the building of tennis courts, cricket and
hockey fields. It was Reconstruction Finance Agency workers who were, on
October 3, 1933, victims in Griffith Park’s worst tragedy, and the deadliest fire in
the history of Los Angeles. On that hot day 29 laborers employed by the County
through RFC money were killed fighting an out-of-control brush fire in Mineral
Wells Canyon. It was a fire originally seen as minor when it first broke out, and
could have been promptly handled by professional firefighters. However, the
RFC crews were not trained in such matters, and because the fire was in a windy
canyon, it acted erratically and rapidly grew. A plaque commemorating their
sacrifice was placed at the entrance to Vermont Canyon but went missing many
years ago.
From 1933 through the end of the Great Depression, Public Works Agency
support allocated to Los Angeles, including the large amount invested in Griffith
Park, was largely due to the efforts, experience, and political abilities of City
Engineer Lloyd Aldrich. Aldrich, who served in this position from 1933 to 1955,
was invited to Washington by WPA Administrator Harry Hopkins to draft
national regulations for governing the WPA, including regulations for hundreds
of construction projects. 49 Beginning in 1935, the WPA—a Federal Assistance
Organization comprised of skilled workers and artisans—constructed the
Roosevelt Golf course, flood control along the river, and expanded the 1913 Los
Angeles Zoo (today called the “Old Zoo”), creating elk and deer paddocks, new
lion and bear grottos, and other zoo buildings. The old zoo buildings are unique
in the park for their artistic translation of a “primitive” aesthetic of oversized
boulders made from concrete nestled into the hillside landscape above Park
Center. Artistically, the Old Zoo is of a programmatic aesthetic unique to many
other structures in the park. During the 1930s the Old Zoo was one of the United
States’ few free admission zoos.
In 1937 the WPA constructed a new golf clubhouse in a sprawling, expressive
version of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, and a plaque is present at the entry
stating the project as a WPA project. The WPA also improved the three golf
courses at Griffith Park: the 18-hole Wilson-Harding golf courses in addition to
the 9-hole Roosevelt Golf Course (which was relocated to the southeast portion
of the park to make room for the new Los Angeles Zoo in the 1960s). Prior to
this time, these golf courses featured not grass but sand. Irrigation systems were
installed, and the Wilson Harding Golf courses were considered so well-designed
48
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that they were used for national golf tournaments. Other WPA projects in
Griffith Park included the astronomers monument at the Observatory (November,
1934. Sculptors: Archibald Garner, George Stanley, Roger Noble Burnham,
Arnold Foerester, Gordon Newell, and Djey el Djey) and the original science
exhibits within the observatory.

Women at the Astronomer’s Monument, C.1934.
Hollywoodland Sign is in background. Courtesy Los
Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

An inevitable outgrowth of the WPA was the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC), which consisted not of skilled workers but of young men willing to
commit to physical labor of various kinds. Three camps were located at various
points along the northern portion of the park. The most prominent of these
became the Crystal Springs picnic grounds after it was dismantled in 1936. This
camp, one of the few in the country established for World War I veterans, was
visited by President Roosevelt, and featured the statue “Iron Mike” by the artist
Palo-Kangas. A re-creation of this statue is present in Travel Town. The CCC
cleared firebreaks, drainage channels, upgraded pools and cascades in Fern dell,
created hiking and riding trails, access roads, picnic areas, and campgrounds
(including bathrooms, tables, water systems, etc.). 50
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Throughout Griffith Park there are an abundance of infrastructure elements that
are physically integrated into the surrounding landscape. Taken individually,
many of these features could be easy to miss. Yet as a grouping these features,
which include drainage channels, culverts, barrier walls, stoppage dams, bridges,
and drinking fountains, appear where the natural environment appears and are its
most intimately associated built resources. Taken together, the design of these
features and the history behind the 1930s era examples both contribute to Griffith
Park’s significance as an important Cultural Landscape.
Though many of these resources are believed to have been completed by the
CCC, it is uncertain just which organization created which object, of which there
are at least a hundred throughout the park. What is known is that the vast
majority of these objects was created in the 1930s, and were improved or
repaired in a similar style through the 1950s by City workers who often
incorporated recycled pieces of city infrastructure into designs. The style in
which these features were built is called the “Park Style,” which is summarized
in the 1938 book Park and Recreation Structures by Albert Good, who was
Superintendent of the National Park Service. Park and Recreation Structures
documents 1930s era examples of various park infrastructure elements. Chapter
titles include: “Barriers, Walls and Fences,” “Drinking Fountains and Water
Supply,” “Trail Steps,” “Crossings and Culverts,” and “Bridges,” among others.
There is a high degree of similarity between these features as built in Griffith
Park and as they appear in Good’s book.
Albert Good advocated the use of materials that were integral with the
surrounding physical context, and made from natural, regionally contextual
materials that could be found nearby. For many of the features throughout
Griffith Park, river rock from the adjacent Los Angeles River appears to have
been employed. A degree of “protective coloration” was encouraged that would
further integrate these commonplace but necessary features into the surrounding
landscape. 51 Additionally, and seen frequently throughout Griffith Park, Good
advocated “variety within reason.” The designs of the majority of these features
are subtly different from one another in details such as composition, pattern,
color, coursework, stones used, and the cut or lack thereof of each given stone.
Throughout Griffith Park, such variety provides numerous design variations to
objects that are commonplace but necessary. The resourcefulness of the
materials is expressive of both the economic context of the Great Depression and
a specific aesthetic codified by the National Park Service that called for a
regional and natural integration of various objects into the landscape. The
variegation present among these features expresses the idea that these objects are
the result of numerous workers, many of which had creative inclinations
expressed through a handmade, if not folk quality, to the design of the given
object.
To a degree, Good’s book also discussed architecture, specifically the
construction of Superintendents’ residences within given National Parks. Good
advocated the construction of such resources in styles that were specific to a
51
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given region of the United States. For Los Angeles and within Griffith Park, the
response to this idea was to design various on-site residences for Park workers in
a Spanish Revival design system. Houses in Griffith Park possessing these
design features include the Ranger’s House above Fern Dell and the [altered]
arborist house adjacent west of the Nursery. Other buildings completed in the
1930s in Griffith Park in this style include the 1927 Plunge and its associated
buildings, plus the previously mentioned Golf Lodge. Aside from the
infrastructure and recreational amenities mentioned above, these various service
organizations completed various landscape projects, including the planting of the
various redwood trees present in Cedar Grove and within the Wilson Harding
Golf course. As a result, Griffith Park features more redwood trees than any other
landscape in Southern California.

The Greek Theatre and the Griffith Observatory
The decade of the 1930s in Griffith Park also saw the completion of two
buildings that were, like the park itself, the result of donations by Griffith J.
Griffith. The early development of the Greek Theatre began as the idea of Elmer
S. Todd, a local minister who had longed for an open-air theatre in Vermont
Canyon. Invited to speak by Dr. Todd on January 21, 1913, Colonel Griffith
declared that he would fund the cost of such a theatre to be constructed, and his
contribution totaled $127,000. Colonel Griffith himself was involved in the site
selection process, which included hiring the singer Ellen Baech Yaw to yodel
into various areas in and around Vermont Canyon. Griffith died in 1919, and by
the time construction began on the theatre in 1929, his son Van Griffith would be
tasked with overseeing the Parks Commission and the construction of the Greek
Theatre itself. The Greek Theatre was completed in 1930. The architect of
record was City architect Peter K. Scabarum, who had also completed Van Nuys
City Hall (Art Deco 1932), the Hollywood Police Station—(Renaissance
Revival, 1930), and the Los Angeles Police Academy/Gymnasium
Administration Building (PWA Moderne/Spanish Colonial, 1936, Elysian Park).
The theatre is a notable example of the Second Greek Revival style, featuring a
proscenium with extended Greek porticos, which had been hidden from public
view for over 40 years before being re-exposed in a recent restoration. The twostory Greek Theatre is made of 1-foot-thick poured in place concrete walls that
feature a decorative engaged pilaster colonnade. Though various additions were
added to the primary building between 1959 and 1984, because of the durability
of the reinforced concrete original building, these features are considered
reversible.
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Greek Theater, 1930. Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

During the 1930s in Griffith Park, the Federal Theatre Project (FTP) was also
highly active in the park and provided opportunities for various actors and other
entertainers. The Greek Theatre during the mid-1930s was monopolized by the
FTP, and during this period nearly 100,000 children viewed free marionette
shows at the Greek Theatre. Additionally, the FTP created “living newspaper”
productions of various current issues. The related Federal Music Project would
occupy the Greek Theater from 1938 to 1940.

Griffith Observatory, Opening Day, 1935.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

The $100,000 seed money for the Griffith Observatory was provided by Colonel
Griffith, as the second “Christmas Gift” to the City, announced as such by
Griffith on December 12, 1912, in a grandiose ceremony to the Mayor and City
Council. Originally designated for Mt. Hollywood—the highest elevation in the
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park, the Observatory was eventually built above Vermont Canyon.
Groundbreaking for the Observatory would not take place until June of 1933: 14
years after Colonel Griffith’s passing. This groundbreaking occurred just three
months after the 6.3 magnitude Long Beach earthquake, and the Observatory,
made of concrete as per Colonel Griffith’s wishes, was further designed to
withstand strong lateral thrusts. The Griffith Observatory was opened to the
public on May 15, 1935. The Los Angeles architectural firm of Austin and
Ashley, architects of Los Angeles City Hall, designed the observatory with
considerable input from the Astronomer Russell Porter. The Observatory is
completed in the classically inspired PWA Moderne style, and is highly viewable
from numerous points within the eastern portion of the City. The Griffith
Observatory is City Historic Cultural Monument number 168, and is considered
an iconic building for the City of Los Angeles.

The Ralph Cornell Master Plan
By the end of the 1930s, the National Park Service required that a Master Plan be
completed for Griffith Park before it would qualify for any further CCC projects.
To fulfill this request, the City Parks department hired Ralph Cornell, who had
been the consulting landscape architect at UCLA during this period. Cornell
proposed grouping together the recreational amenities of the park upon the
flatland areas that surrounded the untouched, upper park portions comprising the
middle of Griffith Park. Cornell was an admirer of the open, upper park portion,
and saw it as highly unique among city parks anywhere in the United States for
being essentially a wilderness in the city. Cornell’s Master Plan was originally
envisioned to be the first of many successive plans of greater detail.
Nonetheless, Griffith Park today has followed many of Cornell’s ideas. These
include: the grouping of various recreational amenities, including the WilsonHarding Golf Courses, along the lower portions of the park; the placement of the
new zoo; an equestrian trail paralleling Crystal Springs Drive in addition to an
equestrian entrance at the west end of the park; and the relative openness of the
Upper Park, including the maintenance of its indigenous chaparral landscape and
lack of numerous automobile roads.

The Merry-Go-Round
During the 1930s, one other resource that came to Griffith Park through a context
of relative randomness was the Merry-Go-Round. 52 A nickel a ride, or six rides
for a quarter, the Merry-Go-Round provided further amusement for children at a
reasonable cost for Depression-era parents. The original Merry-Go-Round, a
three-abreast Spillman with various animals, was installed in 1935 as a City
franchise. The franchisee, Ross Davis, chose to place the Merry-Go-Round near
the location of the Old Zoo—where many children would be present. The red
and white canopy and enclosure structure was built around the Merry-Go-Round
in 1936. The present Merry-Go-Round, a four abreast all-horse Spillman, was
installed in 1937 and was relocated from Mission Beach Park in San Diego. This
carousel, which is believed to feature Looff carved horses from the 1880s, was
52
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visited often by Walt Disney and his children, and is documented as being
influential upon Disney in his creation of Disneyland. 53

Merry-Go-Round, 1937. Courtesy Bill Eckert

Griffith Park in the 1940s and 1950s
As the 1930s came to a close and the next decade began, Griffith Park would
become the repository for numerous designations, plaques, and commemorative
objects. The earliest known of these was a bronze plaque, now missing, that was
located at the entrance to Vermont canyon that honored those who lost their lives
in the 1933 fire. Similarly lost is the original “Spirit of the CCC” statue that was
originally located at an early CCC camp that had been visited by Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. A reproduction of this statue is today located in Travel Town.
Various social service organizations, including the Women’s League and the
Soroptimists International of Los Angeles, placed plaques in Griffith Park. Often
it was these organizations that donated trees, or constructed picnic areas that
further enhanced the park, and carried on a long and consistent pattern, still the
norm at this time, of private donation, much in the line of Griffith himself, as a
means to enhance the park. Beginning in the 1930s and continuing on through
the War years, organized recreational activities were common in Griffith Park as
an inexpensive means to keep people occupied and active. Many of these
activities were geared toward specific groups, including housewives, children or
53
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newly arrived immigrants. Folk dancing shows were presented in the park,
children’s doll shows, and “Housewife Play Days,” where women could dress
down and participate in various fun and physical activities.

Housewives dance to Latin Tempos and form a conga line in
the front row at a Pan-American themes Griffith park
“Housewife Playday.” Photo: June, 1941.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

World War II
Just as it had during the Great Depression, with the advent of World War II
Griffith Park once again was a prime destination for residents of Los Angeles and
the surrounding vicinity. Because of gas rationing, long trips to both area
mountains and beaches were out of question for many Angelinos. By this time
development had long connected Griffith Park to the rest of Los Angeles, and the
park was seen as the close-by recreational alternative. Because of its massive
size, Griffith Park more than any other City park during World War II found
various ways to serve the country and the cause. Just prior to and during the war,
the park was the site of strength training exercises for boys and men called
“toughening up” sessions, an idea first proposed by Parks Supervisor George
Hjelte. The pool, which was staffed with female lifeguards for the first time in
1943, was used to train servicemen to swim. The pool-adjacent playground area
was occupied by the 125th infantry for five months during the war. The former
CCC camp on the site where Travel Town now stands became a POW camp for
Japanese, German and Italian prisoners at various times. The Greek Theatre and
the Griffith Observatory were offered to the Red Cross as convalescent hospitals.
Furthermore, at the Observatory lived a small group of the 121st artillery who
were to operate a searchlight in case of aerial attack. The Planetarium was used
to teach pilots celestial navigation, and Dr. Dinsmore Alter of the Observatory
invented a device to allow artillery to be oriented by the stars. A hydraulic model
yard was created at the present-day site of the Live Steamers, and nearby was a
camouflage experimental laboratory of which very little is known. In this
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vicinity of the park, the Western Signal Corps photo center produced army
training films, with as many as 200 assigned to the facility by 1944.
After World War II, the former site of the Griffith Aviation Park and later
California National Guard base would become Rodger Young Village: a
temporary, Quonset hut neighborhood of 1,500 dwellings and 6,000 people. The
purpose of Rodger Young Village was to alleviate a housing shortage for
returning World War II GIs.

Children at play in Rodger Young Village. Photo: 1951.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Though this remedy was readily supported by Mayor Fletcher Bowron, the City
Council, and Recreation and Parks, Van Griffith alone opposed it as not
concurring with the intended recreational use of the park. Though Van proposed
an alternate option involving the use of 30,000 parcels acquired by the City
during the Great Depression, his option was quickly disregarded, and Rodger
Young Village proceeded to be built. The largest veteran’s housing project in the
region, a fully furnished unit went for $40.00 a month, utilities included. By the
early 1950s, as the GI housing crunch eased, support for Rodger Young Village,
by both the City and the public, began to wane, and the village was shut down in
1954. Van Griffith’s dream of this former Griffith Reservation property being
fully assimilated into the park was short-lived. During this same period, plans
were being initiated in Sacramento to place the Ventura freeway upon a portion
of the former reservation property, and into a multi-mile stretch of Griffith Park.

Post-War Recreational Developments
At the turn of the twentieth century and before, parks were seen as places of
contemplation, rejuvenation, and restful repose, with recreational activities more
associated to “Playgrounds” during that time. Just as Colonel Griffith’s original
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intention for the park was to give the Los Angeles citizenry a place to be close to
nature, it appears that he accepted that restful repose alone was not the only way
to experience nature, but that it could be enjoyed through various recreational
activities taking place within it. After World War II, the idea that proximity to
nature alone was sufficient was subsumed by an invigorated energy informed by
the Allied victory. It was an energy whose aspiration, ambition, and optimism
affected much of the built environment of Los Angeles, and informed changes at
Griffith Park. At that time the City Recreation and Parks departments merged,
and Griffith Park developed numerous recreation-focused amenities that are now
part of its historic identity. Griffith Park had long contained recreational
amenities aside from nature itself, beginning with the first municipal links in the
1910s, and later through the addition of the pool/tennis/playground complex of
the late 1920s. However, the post-World War II era saw great expansion at the
park in this regard. A 9-hole pitch and putt called the Coolidge Golf Course was
added west of and above the Pony Rides with an additional nine steep holes.
Today this course is three holes and was rechristened the Marty Tregnan Golf
Academy in 2000. In the late 1940s Tommy Wright began the pony ride
concession off of Crystal Springs Drive which had originated in Lincoln Park.
The original fenced path for the Pony Rides, its waiting canopy and ticket kiosk
are all still present and unaltered.

Griffith Park Pony Rides, 1947.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library
Photo Collection

Griffith Park & Southern Railroad, 1947, 1963.
Photo: 1963. The above pictured canopy and
decorative water tower are still present.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Adjacent and behind the Pony Rides in 1947 Samuel Borenstein received
permission to construct a 1/3 scale railroad surrounded by 5/8 scale buildings
called the Griffith Park and Southern Railroad. Originally Charles and Ray
Eames were design consultants on this project, though it appears that their
contribution is no longer present, save for a couple of structures. 54 The Griffith
Park and Southern Railroad is surrounded by various buildings including a car
garage, a Victorian-styled ticket kiosk, an open, woodshed canopy, a truss bridge,
and a water tower. The right-of-way has been altered as the railroad was affected
by the addition of the I-5 freeway running through the park in 1957. Much of
this focus upon recreation was influenced by George Hjelte, who served as
54
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Recreation and Parks Director during this time, and who was a published,
national expert on regarding recreational activities within parks. During the
1950s the Ranger program was first developed, and rangers were expected to be
educators for and protectors of the park. On April 20, 1952, the Fern Dell
watchman’s house became a nature museum, and various exhibits regarding
nature in Griffith Park were presented there.

Travel Town and Live Steamers
After the end of World War II, as Americans found that they had more time and
money, the concept of “hobbies” became more popular, and Griffith Park became
a hobbyists park for the city. As Griffith Park became a hobbyist destination in
the mid-1950s, railroading became a particularly focal hobby associated with the
park. Not only had the Griffith Park and Southern Railroad developed in the
park, but by 1952, Griffith Park saw the development of the Travel Town
Transportation Museum.
Similar in development to various recreational amenities in the park, where one
individual oversees the franchise, development, or operation of a given resource,
the genesis of Travel Town was largely the result of the efforts of one individual:
Charlie Atkins. Beginning in the late 1940s, Mr. Atkins, who was a Recreation
and Parks employee and rail fan, began to ask railroad companies for various
steam locomotives that he knew were being phased out as train companies
converted to diesel engines, and as the automobile gained prevalence in Los
Angeles and the western world. Assisting Atkins in this process was D.J.
Russell, the president of the Southern Pacific Railway at that time who facilitated
reception of a 1904 ALCO Atlantic 4-4-2 locomotive and its tender. The site in
Griffith Park where this and later locomotives would be placed was called
“Travel Town,” and would be located at the former site of a CCC and later POW
camp. The amassed collection of locomotives and later other forms of
transportation is not of exceptionally rare examples of its type, but rather is
significant as a sizeable accumulation of common locomotives and other methods
of transportation.
The collection was largely completed through the singlehanded efforts of Charlie
Atkins. Once he passed away on August 8, 1958, the rate of accumulation of
engines at Travel Town radically declined, though also there were simply less of
these to be had over time. Travel town still contains auxiliary buildings that date
from its 1952 opening: a restroom facility and an office facility. An early
Southern Pacific depot in a Folk Victorian style has been moved upon the
property and is itself a contributing resource to the Griffith Park property.
However, much of the grounds has been redone and improved after the period of
significance. In the early 1960s the Travel Town site had to be consolidated to
make room for the 134 freeway. The collection itself, which is the largest of its
type west of St. Louis, is itself significant.
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Travel Town Transportation Museum. Photo: 1955.
Courtesy Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection

Adjacent to Travel Town, in the tradition of hobbyist context, is the Griffith Park
Live Steamers. The Live Steamers is a collection of various small-scale railways
that are rideable. Atkins, along with fellow Recreation and Parks employee Dick
Bagley (and supported by Hjelte), encouraged and facilitated the conditional use
permit that would lead to the presence of the Live Steamers adjacent Travel
Town. Live Steamers opened on May 5, 1957. With a passenger car given by
Atkins as their headquarters, the group initially created three separate scales upon
decomposed granite that was also made possible by Atkins. In 1965 Walt Disney
donated the track from a rail that had been in his backyard, and is today a right of
way in Live Steamers called the “Disney Loop.” Much of the original track of the
Disney Loop has been replaced in-kind due to wear and tear. For Walt Disney,
miniature railroading had been a hobby since the late 1940s, when he established
a 1/8 scale track on his Holmby Hills property called the Carolwood Pacific
Railroad, named after the street of his childhood home. A testament to Disney’s
love of railroading, Disney’s Carolwood line predates the railroad which
encircles Disneyland, and Disneyland itself. In 1999, the workshop in which
Disney created his miniature railroad and its components was relocated to the
Live Steamers property. Known as “Walt’s Barn,” the resource, which was built
by Disney Studio Architect John Kowles Jr. in 1950, is based upon an early barn
that was located upon the Disney’s childhood family farm in Marceline,
Missouri. As a young boy, it was within this earlier barn that Walt Disney both
played and entertained.
After the 1997 passing of Walt’s wife Lily Disney, Diane Disney Miller, Walt’s
eldest daughter, arranged to have the Barn moved to Live Steamers, where Walt
had been an honorary member. Bill Evans, who had originally landscaped
Walt’s Holmby Hills property, recreated the landscape around the newly
relocated barn, which was opened to the public at Live Steamers in July of 1999.
Though the roof of the Barn was reconstructed, the reast of the fabric is historic.
The resource retains very good integrity. Walt’s Barn serves as a museum
focused upon the love of railroading by Walt Disney, and features numerous
model railroading items that once belonged to Disney. The Carolwood Pacific
track switchboard and workbenches, all built by Disney himself, are also present
within Walt’s Barn.
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“Walt’s Barn,”1950. Built by Disney Studio Architect John Kowles Jr.
Los Angeles Live Steamers Railroad Museum.
Photo: ICF Jones & Stokes, January, 2008

End of the Period of Significance
In 1938 the City Bureau of Engineering initiated what would be the last
WPA/CCC project relating to Griffith Park, the concreting of the Los Angeles
River. This would be the first of three large-scale impacts that would alter the
setting of the park. However, the Los Angeles River had been prone to serious
flooding, including two large floods in the late 1930s that damaged many of the
flatlands areas of Griffith Park. In 1957, the park would be severed from the
river by the construction of the I-5 freeways through its flatlands. The
construction of the 134 freeway along the upper portion of Griffith Park against
the Los Angeles River occurred during the early 1960s. The advent of these
freeways undid the park’s historically pre-existing physical relationship to the
Los Angeles River, a significant component of Griffith Park history as it relates
to Los Angeles. In 1958, Toyon Canyon in Griffith Park would become a landfill
handling much of the trash for the City. Both events were the effects of rapid
post-war growth in Los Angeles. As the City’s population spanned outward
away from the City center during this time, Griffith Park was rendered more
vulnerable to such developments. The period of significance for Griffith Park
begins in 1896 and ends in 1958.

Conclusion
Given to the City of Los Angeles by Colonel Griffith J. Griffith and his wife Tina
Griffith, Griffith Park has fulfilled its donor’s stated vision for the property. One
of the largest municipal parks not just in the country but in the Western world,
Griffith Park is free and accessible to all, and its visitors have made the park a
popular destination. For almost all of Griffith Park’s long history and as of now,
picnicking, horseback riding, and hiking have been key to experiencing Griffith
Park as intended. Additionally, the Los Angeles citizenry has embraced the
various built amenities upon the property, including resources made possible by
the additional generosity of Colonel Griffith. The Griffith Observatory has
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recently undergone a multi-million-dollar renovation and the Greek Theater is a
popular concert destination. As a historically significant cultural landscape,
Griffith Park expresses its various layers and decades of history through an
abundance of buildings, structures, and objects that together have made the park
a cornerstone of the City’s identity. These resources are set within the massive
open wilderness that is Griffith Park’s physical core and primary identifier; an
open space which Colonel Griffith saw as vital for the Los Angeles that was to
come, and has long since arrived.
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00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
00000000
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BDL1_SUBPART BDL1_DESIGN_TYPE
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0505
6600
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000

SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL1_QLYCLSSHP BDL1_YR_BUILT
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
1966
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000

BDL1_NBR_UNITS
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
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BDL1_NBR_BEDS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

BDL1_NBR_BATHS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL1_SQFT_IMPROV
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000

BDL2_SUBPART BDL2_DESIGN_TYPE BDL2_QLYCLSSHP BDL2_YR_BUILT
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
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SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL2_NBR_UNITS
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000

BDL2_NBR_BEDS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

BDL2_NBR_BATHS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
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BDL2_SQFT_IMPROV
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000

BDL3_SUBPART
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000

SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL3_DESIGN_TYPE BDL3_QLYCLSSHP BDL3_YR_BUILT
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000

Page 16

BDL3_NBR_UNITS
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000

BDL3_NBR_BEDS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL3_NBR_BATHS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

BDL3_SQFT_IMPROV
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000

BDL4_SUBPART BDL4_DESIGN_TYPE BDL4_QLYCLSSHP
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
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SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL4_YR_BUILT
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000

BDL4_NBR_UNITS
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000

BDL4_NBR_BEDS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

BDL4_NBR_BATHS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
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BDL4_SQFT_IMPROV
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000

SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL5_SUBPART BDL5_DESIGN_TYPE BDL5_QLYCLSSHP BDL5_YR_BUILT
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
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BDL5_NBR_UNITS
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000

SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL5_NBR_BEDS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

BDL5_NBR_BATHS
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

BDL5_SQFT_IMPROV
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000
0000000

Page 20

SBF_GRIFFITH
LDL1
TRACT # 9766 EX OF FLOOD CONTROL
*TR=SUBDIVISION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA
IVANHOE LOT COM NE ON SE LINE OF LOT 36
IVANHOE EX OF STS LOTS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 AND
EX OF ST LOT 2 TR NO 10781 AND ALL OF
LOT COM AT SW COR OF LOT 2 IN SEC 26 T
*LOT COM N 89›49' E 2199.99 FT AND N
*LOT COM AT SE COR OF SEC 26 T 1N R
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 6
THAT PART DESC IN OR22071-300 S AND E
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 5
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 8
LICENSED SURVEYOR'S MAP AS PER BK 22
LAND DES IN DOC 1990, 74-4-18 TRACT
M R 43-47-59 FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S
L S 22-32 FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S MAPS
POR OF LOTS 2 AND 3 L S 22-32 AND POR OF
M R 43-47-59 FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S
HILLHURST PARK 2.69 MORE OR LESS ACS
HILLHURST PARK 4.79 MORE OR LESS ACS
GRIFFITH'S SUB OF THE SOUTHERN SLOPE
LOT COM AT INTERSECTION OF NW LINE OF
LOT COM S 89›52'15" W 284 FT AND N 0›
RANCHO LOS FELIS COM AT SW COR OF SEC 29
RANCHO LOS FELIS EX OF ST AND EX LAND
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT NW COR OF
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT EX OF STS COM AT SE
RANCHO LOS FELIS SEC 36 T 1N R 14W
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT NW COR OF
RO LOS FELIS FOR DESC SEE ASSESSOR'S
LOT COM AT NW COR OF LOT 14 TR # 5673 TH
LOT COM AT NW COR OF LOT 14 TR # 5673
SUBDIVISION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA
RANCHO LOS FELIS THAT PART DESC IN
IVANHOE LOT COM AT NW COR OF LOT 30
HILLHURST PARK LOT COM AT NE COR OF
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT INTERSECTION
TRACT NO 10781 EX OF ST
TRACT NO 10781 LOT COM AT NE COR OF
LOT COM AT E 1/4 COR OF SEC 35 T 1N R
LOT EX OF ST COM AT NW COR OF SEC 30 T
RANCHO LOS FELIS 72.39 MORE OR LESS ACS
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT NW COR OF
THAT PART IN GLENDALE CITY OF LOT COM SE
LOT 3 TRACT NO 10781 AND LOT 26 BLK 6
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 7
TRACT NO 10781 LOT 4
LAND DES IN DOC 1990, 74-4-18 SUBDIVILOT COM AT MOST E COR OF LOT 8 TR # 4040
RANCHO LOS FELIS LOT COM AT STA 23 TH N

LDL2
EASEMENT L A RIVER CHANNEL LOT
AND SCOTT TRACT*LOT (EX OF ST) COM N
150 FT FROM MOST S COR OF SD LOT TH NE
LOT 8 BLK 1
LOTS 28 AND 29 BLK 4 TR NO 9367
1N R 14W TH N ON W LINE OF SD LOT 440 FT
398.92 FT FROM SW COR OF LOT 2 IN SEC
14W TH W 679.90 FT TH N 395.51 FT TH
OF TR NO 10781 E NE 1/4 OF

PG 32 OF L S LOT COM AT MOST N COR OF
NO 9766 (EX OF ST) LOTS 181, 182,
MAPS POR OF SD RO
POR OF LOT 3
PROVIDENCIA PARK TRACT M R 43-47-59
MAPS POR OF SD RO
COM AT MOST W COR OF LOT 103 TRACT
BEING EX OF ST COM AT NE COR OF LOT 114
OF THE RO LOS FELIZ AND OF LOTS 15 AND
RANCHO SAN RAFAEL PER FM12325 WITH W
08' W 150 FT FROM SW COR OF LOT 11 TR
T 1N R 13W TH E TO NE LINE OF RO LOS
DESC IN DDS 1900-274 TO L A CITY
SEC 5 T 1S R 13W TH S TO A PT S 81›54' W
COR OF SEC 24 T 1N R 14W TH N TO SW LINE
SEC 1 T 1S R 14W TH S ON W LINE OF SD
MAPS POR OF SEC 19 T 1N R 13W
N ON W LINE OF SD TR 369.96 FT TH S 89›
TH S 610.09 FT TH N 89›52' E 100 FT TH S
AND SCOTT TRACT THAT PART DESC IN
DDS1900-274 IN GRIFFITH PARK
BLK 3 TH N 86›30' E TO SW LINE OF
LOT 25 TR # 4040 TH S ON E LINE OF SD
OF N LINE OF IVANHOE WITH NE LINE OF
LOT 1
LOT 2 BLK 19 TR NO 6450 TH S 78›49'19" E
14W TH S 0›02'30" E TO S LINE OF SD SEC
1N R 13W TH S TO SW COR OF SD SEC TH E
BEING EX OF STS LOT COM AT SW COR OF
SEC 6 T 1S R 13W TH E TO NE COR OF SD
ON SW LINE OF S P R R R/W 924.56 FT
TRACT NO 9367

SION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA AND SCOTT
TH SW AND FOLLOWING BDRY LINE OF SD TR
21›42'55" E TO N LINE OF SEC 25 T 1N R
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SBF_GRIFFITH
LDL3
39›42'58" W 20 FT FROM MOST S COR OF
ON SE LINES OF SD LOT AND LOT 37 TO SW

TH E 900 FT TH N 92 FT TH E 1200 FT TH
26 T 1N R 14W TH N 34.68 FT TH W 100
W 645.75 FT TH N 925.41 FT TH SE
SEC 35 T 1N R 14W

LOT 5 TH S 21›24' W 2949.20 FT TH N 13›
183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190,

NO 27460 TH W ON W PROLONGATION OF N
TH SW ON NW LINE OF SD LOT TO W LINE
17 LICK TRACT LOT BD E AND NW BY FERN
PROLONGATION OF N LINE OF LOT 2 WATTS
# 11437 TH N 0›08' W 460 FT TH S 89›52'
FELIS PER F M 12325 TH NW THEREON TO W
SEC 31 T 1N R 13W
FROM MOST N COR OF TR # 9050 TH N 81›
OF SUBDIVISION OF RANCHO PROVIDENCIA AND
SEC TO NW COR OF HILLHURST PARK PER
52' W TO SW LINE OF RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
190.04 FT TH N 89›52' E 100 FT TH S 0›
DOC NO 2801, 6-24-71 OF PROVIDENCIA
RIVERSIDE DR TH SE THEREON 28.06 FT TH
TR TO NE LINE OF BLACK OAK DR TH SE
RIVERSIDE DR TH N 86›09' E TO SW LINE OF
56.43 FT TH NE ON A CURVE CONCAVE TO SE
TH W ON SD S LINE TO A PT E THEREON 60
TO SE COR OF SD SEC TH N TO NE LINE OF
SEC 32 T 1N R 13W TH N TO NW COR OF SD
SEC TH S TO A PT S 81›54' W FROM MOST N
FROM MOST N COR OF LOT 6 TR NO 646 TH S

TR AS PER BK 43 PGS 47 TO 59 OF M R
TO W LINE OF LOT 1 SD TR TH S 89›55'30"
14W TH E AND FOLLOWING BDRY LINE OF SD
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SBF_GRIFFITH
LDL4
LOT 6 TR NO 9213 TH N 39›42'58" W TO
LINE OF RIVERSIDE DR TH NW THEREON TO NW

S 92 FT TH E 100 FT TH S TO S LINE OF
FT TH N 92 FT TH W TO W LINE OF LOT 3
1330.90 FT TH S 1230.47 FT TO BEG POR

12'27" W TO NW LINE OF SD LOT TH N 57›
AND
LOT 191

LINE OF SD LOT TO E LINE OF FERN DELL
OF SD LOT TH S THEREON TO N LINE OF RED
DELL DR AND SE BY LOS FELIZ BLVD PART
SUB OF A PART OF THE RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
15" W TO NW LINE OF RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
LINE OF SD SEC TH S TO BEG PART OF
54' E TO SD MOST N COR TH S 22›20'55" E
SCOTT TR TH NW AND FOLLOWING BDRY LINE
MB22-190-191 TH N 72›25'40" E TO E LINE
PER F M 12325 TH S 51›30' E TO STA 12
08' E 150 FT TH S 89›52' W 373.99 FT TH
PARK TRACT
SW ON SE LINE OF LOT 33 SD BLK 415.58 FT
THEREON AND N ON W LINE OF FERN DELL DR
GOLDEN STATE FRWY TH NW AND FOLLOWING SD
RADIUS EQUALS 65 FT 43.51 FT TH N 53›
FT FROM NW COR OF LOT 1 BLK 15 TR
RO LOS FELIS PER F M 12325 TH NW THEREON
SEC TH E TO NE LINE OF RO LOS FELIS PER
COR OF TR # 9050 TH S 81›54' W TO A PT S
71›46'06" W 169.34 FT TH S 73›26' W

LOT COM AT MOST S COR OF TR NO 9766 TH
49.94 FT TH S 0›04'30" E 244.37 FT TH
SEC TO BEG PART OF
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SBF_GRIFFITH
LDL5

LDL_LAST

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION PARK TRACT
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION LOT 37

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION PART OF N 1/2 OF SEC 35 T 1N R 14W
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION SEC 26 T 1N R 14W
OF SE 1/4 OF SE 1/4 OF
SEC 26 T 1N R 14W

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION LOT

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
OF LOTS 2 AND LOT 3 BLK 82
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEC 29 T 1N R 13W

5

LOT 115
LOT 114
THE RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
T 1N R 13W RANCHO LOS FELIS

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION SEC 5 T 1S R 13W
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION TO BEG PART OF LOT
OF SD SEC TH N TO NE COR OF SD SEC TH W

TO BEG PART OF SEC

BLK 24
1 T 1S R 14W

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION 13W RANCHO LOS FELIS
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION LOS FELIS

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION LOT 33 BLK 3
AND SW ON SE LINE OF RED OAK DR TO BEG
PART OF
LOT 114
FRWY TO E LINE OF LOS FELIZ BLVD TH S
THEREON AND SE ON SD NE LINE TO BEG
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION

LOT 9
SEC 35 T 1N R 14W
RANCHO SAN RAFAEL
PART OF
SEC 32 T 1N R 13W
TO BEG PART OF SEC 6 T 1S R 13W
TRACT NO 646

SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION THEREON TO BEG
SEE ASSESSOR MAPBOOK FOR MISSING PORTION FELIZ AND OF LOTS 15 AND 17 LICK TRACT
SEC 25 T 1N R 14W

Page 24

SBF_GRIFFITH
CURRENT_LAND_BASE_YR
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
2000
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975

CURRENT_IMPRV_BASE_YR
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
0000
1975
2000
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
0000
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
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CURRENT_LAND_BASE_VAL
000000212
000065000
000142000
000260000
000000000
000000000
000009162
000019431
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000001000
000000000
000028697
001515981
000117747
000110000
000170000
000018600
000019700
000066700
000003100
003290000
000300000
001300000
003200000
001000000
000000000
000255000
000249000
000000100
000005100
000058000
000124000
000180000
000000000
000000000
000000000
015260000
000378000
000258000
000000100
000000000
000000000
000000000
000001500
000074400
006436000

SBF_GRIFFITH
CURRENT_IMPROV_BASE_VAL
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000

CLUSTER_LOCATION
04
03
25
22
04
04
22
04
04
04
04
04
04
04
22
28
28
28
04
04
04
04
04
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
04
04
22
04
04
22
04
04
04
22
22
22
27
04
04
04
04
04
28

CLUSTER_TYPE
1
1
6
8
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
6
6
6
4
1
4
1
1
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
1
1
3
4
4
3
1
1
1
3
3
3
8
1
1
1
1
4
6
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CLUSTER_APPRAISAL_UNIT
90
83
97
07
90
90
52
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
57
01
01
01
23
90
20
93
93
57
57
57
57
57
67
57
57
93
90
57
23
20
57
90
90
90
57
57
57
80
90
90
90
90
20
05

SBF_GRIFFITH
LAND_REASON_KEY
G
R
B
B
G
R
R

G
9
9
9
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G

G
G
G
B

G
G
G

IMPAIRMENT_KEY
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000

DOC_XFER_TAX_SALES_AMT
000000000
000000009
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000009
000000009
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000009
000000000
000000009
000000000
000000009
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000009
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000009
000000000
000000000
000000000
000000009
000000000
000000000
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BDL1_YR_CHANGED
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
1968
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000
0000

SBF_GRIFFITH
BDL1_UNIT_COST_MAIN
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
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Appendix 3:
Pre-Existing Los Angeles City Parks with Historic Cultural Monument Designation

Los Angeles Parks Declared City Historic Cultural Monuments (HCM)

HCM NO. 25 General Phineas Banning Residence and Banning Park
Built in 1864, it was the home of General Phineas Banning, founder of Wilmington, California
in 1858.
Location: Banning Park, 401 East M street, Wilmington
Declared: 10.11.1963

HCM NO. 34 Barnsdall Art Park
Eleven acres on the crown of Olive Hill were donated to the City of Los Angeles in 1927 by Aline
Barnsdall with the stipulation that the land be used for a park and playground. It is the site of
the Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, Junior Arts Center, Hollyhock House, Gallery Theater and
Barnsdall Arts Center.
Location:4800 Hollywood Boulevard
Declared: 2.26.1965

HCM NO. 48 Chavez Ravine Arboretum
This area was Southern Califronia’s first botanical garden. In 1893 the Los Angeles
Horticultural Society began planting of rare trees in the upper part of the ravine.
Location: Elysian Park, Los Angeles
Declared: 4.26.1967

HCM NO. 64 Plaza Park
Part of the original Spanish land grant, it was on the plaza that Governor Felipe de Neve
constructed formal ceremonies on September 4, 1781 establishing El Pueblo de Nuestra
Senora la Reina de Los Angeles. The present site of the existing plaza is not precisely its
original location.
Location: Area approximately bounded by Cesar R. Chavez Avenue, Alameda, Los Angeles, Arcadia, New High and
Main Streets, Los Angeles
Declared: 4.1.1970

HCM NO. 100 General Douglas Macarthur Park
The parkland was acquired by Los Angeles on January 6, 1886 and was named Westlake Park.
In 1890 the lake, which had been a neglected pond, was enlarged and in 1896 a bandstand
erected. The park was renamed in 1942 at the height of the general’s popularity.
Location: 2230 W. 6th Street, Los Angeles
Declared: 5.1.1972

HCM NO. 210 Terrace Park and Powers Place
This 1.17-acre site was dedicated for public use on August 22, 1904. The Terrace Park area is
an integral part of the Alvarado Terrace complex. The brick paving of Powers Place recalls the
era when horse-drawn vehicles were prevalent.
Location: Powers Place and 14th Street, Los Angeles
Declared: 2.21.1979

HCM NO. 579 Wattles Park, Mansion and Gardens
Built in 1907 and designed by Myron Hunt and Elmer Grey, the Wattles estate is typical of the
winter homes built by wealthy Eastern families long before Hollywood became the movie
capital of the world. It stands as one of the last remaining such estates in Hollywood. The
mansion is in the Mission Revival style with an Italian Renaissance park and a Japanese
garden.
Location: 1824-1850 North Curson Avenue, Hollywood
Declared: 5.25.1993

HCM NO. 836 Echo Park
Echo Park is one of Los Angeles’ earliest city parks and is the location of the City’s second
established, and oldest remaining, municipal playground. The history of Echo park’s creation
and development represents significant trends in the provision of municipally funded parks
and recreation facilities in Los Angeles during the early twentieth century. It is also significant
as a remnant of Los Angeles’ early water system and the trends and policies that shaped
thecity’s distribution and use of public lands in the late nineteenth century.
Location: 751 North Echo Park Avenue
Declared: 3.01.2006

Appendix 4:
Griffith Park Resources: Coordinate Points

GRIFFITH PARK RESOURCES: COORDINATE POINTS
LOCATION AND RESOURCE

NORTH

WEST

RIVERSIDE DRIVE SOUTHEAST OF CRYSTAL SPRINGS DRIVE
Riverside Dr. Edison Station
Breakfast Club
Ranger House
Soccer Fields
Tennis Pro Shop
Main Tennis Court
Tennis Courts
Plunge: Main Building
Pool
Day Care Building
Playground
Former Costume Workshop and Area/ LA Shares

34°06'46.51"
34°06'50.37"
34°06'54.30"
34°06'57.09"
34°06'58.73"
34°06'59.23"
34°07'00.63"
34°07'04.29"
34°07'04.72"
34°07'03.40"
34°07'02.48"
34°06'50.70"

118°16'03.53
118°16'07.80
118°16'07.80"
118°16'10.73"
118°16'12.84"
118°16'14.56"
118°16'12.34"
118°16'14.19"
118°16'14.75"
118°16'15.87"
118°16'15.82"
118°16'11.76"

CRYSTAL SPRINGS DRIVE:
Griffith J. Griffith Statue
Pony Stables
Pony Ride
1984 Olympics
y p Benches
Concessions Building
Griffith Park & Southern RR & Assoc. Resources
DWP Building

34°07'03.93"
34°07'12.07"
34°07'15.64"
34°07'15.69"
34°07'16.52"
34°07'18.95"
34°07'20.81"

118°16'19.01"
118°16'22.17"
118°16'24.64"
118°17'25.27"
118°16'24.15"
118°16'24.21"
118°16'25.30"

CRYSTAL SPRINGS: PICNIC AREA, POTE FIELD, RANGERS
STATION, ETC:
DWP Building
Pettigrew Complex
Minimal Traditional Restroom Bldg.
Recent Firestation
Pote Field
Pote Field Concessions and Clubhouse
Rangers Headquarters
Education and Visitor's Center
Feliz Adobe

34°07'51.79"
34°07'53.80"
34°07'51.29"
34°07'54.57"
34°07'59.34"
34°07'59.81"
34°07'59.17"
34°07'58.11"
34°07'58.00"

118°16'33.39"
118°16'35.75"
118°16'30.28"
118°16'33.67"
118°16'41.74"
118°16'38.23"
118°16'45.42"
118°16'48.09"
118°16'49.87"

WESTERN HERITAGE DRIVE:
Zoo Magnet School
Auxilliary (L. A. Zoo) Support Bldgs.
Autry National Center
L.A. Zoo

34°08'44.23"
34°08'46.87"
34°08'55.06"
34°08'54.08"

118°17'03.68"
118°16'58.82"
118°16'52.47"
118°17'08.70"

ZOO DRIVE NORTH:
Sycamore Grove
Ferraro Soccer Fields
Dog Park

34°09'07.40"
34°09'16.76"
34°09'19 02"

118°16'47.69"
118°16'50.99"
118°17'10 14"

ZOO DRIVE:
Pecan Grove Picnic Area
De Anza Monument
Riverside Drive Bridge
Picnic Area
Picnic Area
Griffith Maintainence Service Yard
Live Steamers
Picnic Area
Travel Town: Entrance
Travel Town: Early Restroom
Travel Town: Admin Bldg.
Travel Town: "Spirit of CCC" Statue
Martinez Arena

34°09'14.41"
34°09'15.69"
34°09'22.23"
34°09'17.25"
34°09'19.08"
34°09'20.75"
34°09'18.24"
34°09'19.46"
34°09'14.21"
34°09'17.64"
34°09'17.93"
34°09'16.48"
34°09'13.21"

118°17'23.30"
118°17'25.27"
118°17'39.38"
118°17'34.17"
118°17'54.21"
118°18'05.89"
118°18'08.83"
118°18'16.24"
118°18'30.71"
118°18'27.96"
118°18'28.31"
118°18'26.66"
118°18'38.11"

ZOO DRIVE → FOREST LAWN DRIVE:
Silverlake Headworks
Junior Achievement Center

34°09'12.77"
34°09'97.97"

118°19"03.65"
118°19"08.97"

GRIFFITH PARK DRIVE:
Mineral Wells Picnic Area
Mineral Wells: C.1950s (?) Bathroom
Mineral Wells: Concessions Stand
Animal Hospital (Recent)
Wilson & Harding Golf Courses (WHGC)
WHGC: Clubhouse
WHGC: Driving Range
WHGC: Restroom
WHGC: Wood Shed
WHGC: Park Style Landscape Features
WHGC: Golf Shop, Café, Restroom Bldg.

34°08'46.02"
34°08'47.95"
34°08'48.33"
34°08'49.60"
34°08'35.93"
34°08'38.96"
34°08'39.52"
34°08'14.80"
34°08'31.82"
34°18'96.3"
34°08'19.28"

118°17'40.91"
118°17'42.56"
118°17'43.81"
118°17'40.85"
118°17'11.88"
118°17'21.45"
118°17'26.12"
118°17'03.52"
118°17'08.48"
118°28'51.5"
118°16'50.49"

GRIFFITH PARK DRIVE→CAMP DRIVE:
Boy's Camp
Foundations of 1920s Cabins
Abandoned Pool

34°08'26.63"
34°08'22.73"
34°08'19.63"

118°17'47.87"
118°17'49.36"
118°17'53.07"

GRIFFITH PARK DRIVE CTD:
NYC 3 Picnic Area
NYC 2 Picnic Area
NYC 1 Picnic Area
Remains of Zoo Keepers House
Old Zoo Buildings
Land and Water Conservation Fund Plaque
Shane's Inspiration
Wilson Harding Turf Maintainence Facility

34°08'22.57"
34°08'18.99"
34°08'12.18"
34°08'06.03"
34°08'00.59"
34°08'05.90"
34°08'06.77"
34°08'10.51"

118°17'17.65"
118°17'17.44"
118°17'17.34"
118°17'21.23"
118°17'19.33"
118°17'11.10"
118°17'04.50"
118°17'03.73"

GRIFFITH PARK DRIVE: PARK CENTER:
Tennis Courts

34°07'59 44"

118°16'57 57"

Merry Go Round
1950s Restroom
Seal Show
c.1930s bathroom
Sycamore row with picnic tables
Mystery Bldg., Square Plan
Spanish Revival Service Facility
Recreation Centers Centennial Plaque
Marty Tregnan Golf Academy

34°07'57.68"
34°07'59.19"
34°08'02.40"
34°08'03.37"
34°08'01.62"
34°08'03.63"
34°08'06.59"
34°08'06.03"
34°07'14.98"

118°17'01.67"
118°17'00.77"
118°17'00.43"
118°17'00.07"
118°16'56.30"
118°16'59.56"
118°17'00.91"
118°17'00.62"
118°16'30.90"

LOS FELIZ BOULEVARD:
Los Feliz Golf Course (LFGC)
LFGC: Los Feliz Cafe

34°07'29.27"
34°07'24.04"

118°16'13.27"
118°16'09.47"

CHEVY CHASE DRIVE:
North Atwater Park
Griffith Park Central Servive Yard

34°07'57.76"
34°08'13.40"

118°16'19.88"
118°16'23.30"

RIVERSIDE DRIVE NORTH OF LOS ANGELES RIVER:
Bette Davis Picnic Area
Los Angeles Equestrian Center
Pollywog

34°09'27.72"
34°09'37.51"
34°09'19.92"

118°17'47.16"
118°18'32.14"
118°19'12.17"

VERMONT CANYON ROAD:
Rossevelt Municipal Golf Course (RGC)
RGC Café and Shop
Floyd Bailey Plaque and Tree
RCG Auxilliary Buildings

34°07'11.61"
34°07'06.02"
34°07'06.58"
34°07'08.95"

118°17'26.52"
118°17'37.39"
118°17'37.73"
118°17'37.61"

VERMONT CANYON ROAD→Boy Scout Rd:
Restroom
Picnic Area
Ampitheater

34°07'05.33"
34°07'04.55"
34°07'05.22"

118°17'40.59"
118°17'45.34"
118°17'46.21"

VERMONT CANYON ROAD→COMMONWEALTH CANYON
DRIVE:
Tennis Courts
Nursery Caretaker's House
Picnic Area
Nursery Office
Nursery Multi‐Purpose Building
Nursery: Greenhouse
Nursery: Additional Greenhouses

34°07'15.97"
34°07'14.34"
34°07'15.99"
34°07'17.35"
34°07'17.84"
34°07'16.94"
34°07'16.82"

118°17'36.09"
118°17'09.34"
118°17'08.87"
118°17'08.69"
118°17'06.05"
118°17'06.76"
118°17'03.87"

GRIFFITH PARK: AMENITIES EAST AND NORTH OF LOS
ANGELES RIVER

GRIFFITH PARK: SOUTHERN PORTION AMENITIES

VERMONT CANYON ROAD CTD:
Greek Theatre
Greek Theatre Box Office
Bird Sanctuary
EAST OBSERVATORY ROAD:
Griffith Observatory

34°07'40.89"
34°07'14.15"
34°07'28.59"

118°17'03.55"
118°17'47.03"
118°17'49.10"

34°07'06.07"

118°18'01.33"

VERMONT CANYON ROAD→ MT. HOLLYWOOD DRIVE:
Mt. Hollywood Tunnel

34°07'25.09"

118°18'02.04"

WESTERN CANYON ROAD:
Rock Wall
Picnic Area

34°07'24.75"
34°07'28.47"

118°18'08.54"
118°18'22.76"

FERN DELL DRIVE/ FERN DELL:
Fern Dell
Berlin Bear Monument
Rollin Lane Plaque
Lief Erickson Monument
City HCM #112 Plaque/ Fern Dell Entrance
Soroptimist Picnic Area and Plaque
The Trails Café
Pow Wow Gathering Area
Ranger's Facilities
Ranger's House/ Fern Dell Nature Museum

34°07'38.02"
34°06'30.01"
34°06'30.00"
34°06'29.44"
34°06'33.94"
34°06'42.50"
34°06'50.26"
34°06'50.06"
34°06'52.31"
34°06'46.12"

118°18'26.60"
118°18'26.03"
118°18'29.10"
118°18'29.59"
118°18'27.40"
118°18'25.40"
118°18'23.61"
118°18'28.29"
118°18'29.20"
118°18'27.74"

CANYON ROAD:
Girls Camp
Girls Camp: 1950s Era Cabins

34°06'32.49"
34°06'36.34"

118°18'51.96"
118°18'55.14"

CANYON LAKE DRIVE:
Lake Hollywood Park
Hollywood Sign

34°07'37.16"
34°08'02.57"

118°19"33.05"
118°19"17.98"

NAMED MOUNTAINS AND PEAKS:
Beacon Hill
Glendale Peak
Mt. Hollywood
Mt. Lee
Mt. Chapel
Mt. Bell
Bee Rock

34°07'42.43"
34°07'28.47"
34°07'42.71"
34°08'05.07"
34°08'11.30"
34°08'10.95"
34°08'04.11"

118°16"38.44"
118°17"16.00"
118°18"04.19"
118°19"14.22"
118°18"30.21"
118°18"14.70"
118°17"35.78"

NAMED CANYONS:
Fern Canyon
Aberdeen Canyon
Vermont Canyon

34°08'04.11"
34°07'28.31"
34°07'18 51"

118°18"14.70"
118°17"21.46"
118°17"53 30"

WILDERNESS AREA RESOURCES

Western Canyon
Brush Canyon
Spring Canyon
Royce's Canyon
Toyon Canyon
Oak Canyon

34°07'19.61"
34°07'33.31"
34°07'58.60"
34°08'57.44"
34°08'37.09"
34°09'02.95"

118°18"27.40"
118°18"43.62"
118°17"43.88"
118°18"27.91"
118°18"08.38"
118°17"59.54"

NATURAL AND LANDSCAPE FEATURES:
Cedar Grove
Berlin Forest
Bronson Caves
3‐Mile Tree
Captain's Roost
Dante's View
Bee Rock, Sandstone Face
Amir's Garden

34°07'12.23"
34°07'19.35"
34°06'16.31"
34°07'54.07"
34°07'40.82"
34°07'45.77"
34°08'04.30"
34°08'32.95"

118°16"57.94"
118°18"01.56"
118°18'50.54"
118°18'03.54"
118°18"08.48"
118°17"54.14"
118°17"34.59"
118°17"34.83"

34°07'42.43"
34°07'16.53"
34°07'34.33"

118°16"38.44"
118°16"57.99"
118°17"19.26"

NOTABLE VISTAS:
Vista View Point
Griffith Observatory
Mt. Hollywood
Dante's View
Lake Hollywood Park

34°07'24.82"
34°07'06.07"
34°07'42.71"
34°07'45.77"
34°07'37.15"

118°17"07.00"
118°18'01.33"
118°18"04.19"
118°17"54.14"
118°19"33.70"

CLOSED TO PUBLIC AUTO ROADS; END POINTS:
Vista Del Valle Drive, end point northwest
Vista Del Valle Drive, end point southeast
Commonwealth Avenue end point north

34°08'10.09"
34°07'16.64"
34°07'16.62"

118°18"20.56"
118°17"17.03"
118°17"17.00"

Commonwealth Avenue end point south
Mt. Hollywood Drive, end point north
Mt. Hollywood Drive, end point south
Mt. Lee Drive, end point northwest
Mt. Lee Drive, end point southeast

34°07'07.43"
34°08'58.00"
34°07'24.23"
34°08'04.44"
34°08'00.02"

118°17"10.25"
118°18"07.97"
118°17"59.12"
118°19"17.51"
118°18"57.69"

SELECTED OBJECTS (Non 1930s Park Style)
Former Site of Airfield Beacon
Early Water Tank Near Cedar Grove
Hogback Bridge
for list of 1930s era infrstructure objects in burn area, please
see Appendix 6

Appendix 5:
Selected pages from:
Good, Albert H. Park and Recreation Structures, Part 1: Administrative and basic Service
Facilities. United States: Department of the Interior, National Park Service [Washington D.C.: U.S.
Government Printing Office], 1938.

Appendix 6:
Griffith Park Fire Survey Field Notes
Conducted by Jones & Stokes. July, 2007.

Griffith Park Fire Survey
Field Notes
Date

Feature # Description

6/29/2007

1

1950s Rock Drainage. Joe Klass Water Stop on
Valle del Vista

6/29/2007

2

Rock and poured concrete drainage channel

6/29/2007

3

6/29/2007

Side

Location

GPS
Error
381821E 3776562N 16ft

Rock and concrete drainage channel

Upper 381498E 3776478N
end,
west
east
381378E 3776585N

23ft

4

Rock and concrete retaining wall

west

381260E 3776725N

16ft

6/29/2007

5

Metal ladder. It is associated with transmission
towers and is possibly used for access for
maintenance. It is painted yellow

east

381090E 3777138N

13ft

6/29/2007

6

Rock-lined channel with concrete. It is located at east
turn at #7

380836E 3777157N

4m

6/29/2007

7a

Rock and concrete culvert. It is 2.5m south of
Feature 7b.

west

380629E 3777168N

5m

6/29/2007

7b

Paved concrete square-shaped structure with 3 west
walls. The walls are approximately 3ft tall and 1 ft
wide. The opening faces the road. It has a thick,
circular metal disk/cap. It is off-center on the
concrete floor.

380629E 3777168N

5m

6/29/2007

7c

Concrete block culvert. It has machine-made
west
concrete with small to medium sized inclusions. This
is a large structure.

380629E 3777168N

5m

6/29/2007

8a

Small, poured concrete culvert

west

380506E 377722N

5m

6/29/2007

8b

Rock and poured concrete check dam. It is
located above 8a. It has a long, low wall and the
center is covered in dirt.

west

380497E 3777215N

6m

6/29/2007

8c

Rock and poured concrete drainage connected
to 8a and 8b. It is located below a steep incline.

east

unavailable

n/a

6/29/2007

9

Poured concrete block wall. The wall is low, long, west
and is a possible boundary at a picnic stop. It has
paved concrete steps for an entryway at the south
end and towards the north end - both are buried in
dirt and rubble.

380423E 3777353N

4m

6/29/2007

10

Low cobble wall. It is approximately 11 ft high.

380419E 3777468N

4m

west

16ft

6/29/2007

10b

Rock cobble and paved concrete drain. It is
west
located above feature 10a. There is an abandoned
road fragment located across the main road and
down slope from feature 10b.

380393E 3777459N

4m

6/29/2007

11

Concrete with metal drain pipe

west

380480E 3777569N

6m

6/29/2007

12

Poured concrete drain

east

380663E 3777625N

3m

6/29/2007

n/a

The end of the fire area is just north of Bee Rock

n/a

380652E 3777721N

4m

7/3/2007

13

Metal water pipeline

west

381594E 3776733N

23m

7/3/2007

14

Poured concrete dam. It is located below the road west
surface and is buried in debris and mud.

382331E 3776208N

6m

7/3/2007

15

Rock coble and concrete drain. The walls are
approximately 2 ft high and 1 ft thick. A lazy "s"
shape with a triangular opening is located on the
south end (see drawing in notes)

not
listed

North end: 380415E
3777751N, South
end: 380433E
3777733N

5m

7/3/2007

16

Metal ladder and metal water pipe. The ladder is
painted yellow and is the same as feature 5.

not
listed

380524E 3777677N

6m

7/3/2007

17

Retaining wall buried in a hillside. It is made of
rock cobble and concrete.

North end: 381128E
3776893N, South
end: 381136E
3776872N

9m7m

7/3/2007

18

Cut concrete block and cement drain. The floor of north
the drain is cobble-lined. The walls are
approximately 3ft high and 1ft thick. There is metal
pipe across the center.

381751E 3776325N

4m

7/3/2007

19

Retaining wall and culvert. It is made from
south
concrete blocks with small to medium inclusions and
rock cobbles, poured concrete, and it has a metal
water pipe across the center. The wall is
approximately 2 ft high.

381874E 3776194N

6m

7/3/2007

20

Cement block and large rock cobble wall.
It has a drain at ground surface in the center and
a concrete and cobble sluice. The center of the
wall has a concrete design feature. The wall has
small and large rock cobbles and is painted
white. It is approximately 7ft high.

381664E 376321N

7m

7/3/2007

2?-

Last concrete wall near road

381451E 3776336N

4m

7/26/2007

21

Bottom of Fern Dell Drainage. It has a large
concrete drain opening to a tunnel under the road.
It contains cobble stones. A large metal grate
constructed over the drain has been modified
several times.

north

west

381725E
3777211N

15m

7/26/2007

22

Cement Block Wall/ Check Dam. The feature is
located above feature 21.

not
listed

381673E
3777165N

10m

7/26/2007

23

not
Check dam with a cement wall and concrete
blocks. The blocks have small to medium
listed
inclusions. Its two eroded stone walls and "floor" are
made of the same material. Feature 23 is located
above feature 22.

381630E
3777103N

9m

7/26/2007

24

A segment of concrete bridge footer with some
green paint. It is located above feature 23.

not
listed

381610E
3777088N

9m

7/26/2007

25

A cement check dam with concrete blocks and a not
cement "floor." It is located above feature number listed
24.

38158E 3777202N 10m

7/26/2007

26

Concrete drainage. This feature has a squarish
not
blocks, 2 walls, and a "floor". The north end is
listed
made of a square of recycled sidewalk and the north
end is made of rough, rectangular blocks of
concrete with small to medium sized inclusions. It is
located north of feature 21.

North End:
381649E
3777202N;
South End:
381689E
3777197N

North:
10m
South:
17m

7/26/2007

27

Long, winding concrete drainage with squarish west
blocks. It is narrow and uphill.

381595E
3777259N

10m

7/26/2007

28

A series of check dams. See field sketch

7/26/2007

28a

The northernmost check dam of feature 28. This south
dam is made of rough concrete and has a V-shaped
opening. It was patched with a material that looks
like asphalt.

381288E
3776989N

10m

7/26/2007

28b

Check Dam. This feature is similar to 28a. It has
south
two walls and 4 metal (possibly iron) pipes, 2 in the
center of the wall and one on both sides of the wall.

381297E
3776988N

9m

7/26/2007

28c

Check Dam. It has the same shape as 28a and
south
28b. It has four pipes in the wall. The larger wall is
made of poured concrete with small inclusions,
granite blocks that appear to be pieces of buildings,
sidewalks, and 2 rounded blocks (resemble
headstones). Two side walls, made of recycles
building material, follow down to 28d. The south end
of the walls are made from machine-cut cement with
cement between them.

381319E
3776980N

14m

7/26/2007

28d

Concrete block culvert. It is painted silver-gray
and has a metal grate on the south side.

381340E
3773673N

16m

7/26/2007

28e

south
Large poured concrete culvert with salvaged
concrete and granite blocks. It has a corrugated
metal drain pipe at bottom center and two curving
sidewalls.

3813150E
37769967N

13

south

south

7/26/2007

7/26/2007

29

Series of four check dams. They are located up a south
steep hill. The culvert closest to the road is made
from machine-cut concrete blocks.

381353E
3776922N

12m

Drainage with rock wall

381357E
3776937N

8m

north

Appendix 7:
The Ferns of Fern Dell, C. 1958

THE FERNS OF FERN DELL, CIRCA 1958
Latin names cited from: Drummond, W.C. "The Fern Dell, Los Angeles."
American Fern Journal. Vol. 49, No. 1. (Jan. ‐ Mar., 1959), pp. 2‐9.

Taxonomy

Common Name or Other Referent

Adiantum pedatum

Maidenhair Fern

Alsophila australis

Australian Tree Fern

Blechnum brasiliense

no common name (Blechnum= "Hard Fern")

Blechnum gibbum

Silver Lady Fern

Blechnum occidentale

Swamp Fern

Cibotium chamissoi

Hawaiian Tree Fern, hāpu‘u

Cibotium menziesii

Hawaiian Tree Fern, hāpu`u `i`i

Cibotium schiedei

Mexican Tree Fern

Ctenitis pentangularis

no common name

Cyrtomium Butterfieldii

no common name

Cyrtomium falcatu

Holly Fern

Cyrtomium falcatum

(Mayi)

Cyrtomium falcatum 'Rochfordianum'

Japanese Holly Fern

Dicksonia antarctica

Soft Tree Fern

Dryopteris arguta

California Shield Fern,

Dryopteris atrata

Wood Fern

Dryopteris setigera

no common name

Llavea cordifolia

no common name

Microlepia platyphylla

Plate Fern

Microlepia strigosa

Lace Fern

Pellaea falcata

Australian Cliff Brake Fern

Pellaea viridis

Green Cliffbrake Fern

Phyllitis scolopendrium

European Hart’s Tongue Fern

Polypodium aureum

Rabbitt’s Foot Fern

Polypodium californicum

California Polypody

Polypodium glycyrrhiza

Licorice Fern

Polystichum munitum

Western Swordfern

Polystichum setosum

Japanese Lace Fern

Pteridium aquilinum

Western Brackenfern

Pteris tremula

Tender Brake

Pteris vittata

Ladder Brake

Pteris cretica

Cretan Brake

Pteris parkeri

No Common Name

Pteris ouvrardii

Ouvrardii Cretan Brake

Rumohra adiantiformis

Leatherleaf Fern

Thelypteris dentata

Downy Maiden Fern

Tectaria cicutaria

Button Fern

Thelypteris gongylodes

(schkuhr) small

Woowardia fimbriata

Pacific Chain Fern

Woodwardia radicans

European Chain Fern

Appendix 8:
Griffith Park Plant List, October 2007.
Conducted by Dan Cooper, Cooper Ecological & Rick Fisher, LA PW/BOE/ARCH

Appendix 9:
Wildlife Species Checklist for Griffith Park, January, 2008.
Daniel S. Cooper, Cooper Ecological Monitoring, Inc.

Appendix 10:
A Preliminary Large Mammal and Herptile Survey of Griffith Park, Los Angeles, California,
August 15, 2007.
Paul Mathewson, Stephanie Spehar, and Daniel Cooper.

Appendix 11:
Annotated Checklist of Birds of Griffith Park
April 2007
Daniel S. Cooper, Cooper Ecological Monitoring, Inc.

Appendix 12:
Preliminary Insect (Butterfly) Survey at Griffith Park, Los Angeles, California.
October 30, 2003
Kathy Keane, Keane Biological Consulting

Appendix 13:
Griffith Park Historic Areas and Resources GIS Map, 24”x36”
ICF Jones & Stokes, April 2008
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1- Former Costume Workshop and Surroundings/
LA Shares Warehouse, 1961
2- Ranger House, c.1938
3- Municipal Plunge and Associated Buildings, 1927
4- Pony Ride, 1947 & Train Ride, 1947, 1963
5-1920's era DWP Building (I)
6-1920's era DWP Building (II)
7- Feliz Adobe, 1853, 1934 (City HCM No. 401)
8- Sycamore Grove
9- Riverside Drive Bridge, 1938
10- L.A. Live Steamers, 1956
11- Walt’s Barn, 1950
12- Travel Town Transportation Museum (Collection),
1952-1962
13- “Little Nugget” Railcar, 1937 (City HCM No.474)
14- Wilson & Harding Golf Courses, 1923, 1924
15- Wilson & Harding Golf Clubhouse, 1937
16- Old Zoo Buildings, 1914- c.1937
17- Wilson Harding Turf Maintenance Facility, 1927
18- Merry-Go-Round, 1926, installed 1937
19- Los Feliz Cafe and Signage, 1948, 1956
20- Central Service Yard Administration Building, 1958
21- Former Cricket House, c.1933
22- Vermont Tennis Courts, c.1927
23- Nursery and Horticultural Center, 1927
24- Greek Theatre, 1930
25- Bird Sanctuary, 1922-c.1937
26- Griffith Observatory, 1935 (City HCM No.168)
27- Mt. Hollywood Tunnel, c.1927
28- Fern Dell Nature Area, 1914 -c.1937/
Gabrielino Indian Site (City HCM No.112)
29- Bronson Caves, c.1909-1920
30- Hollywood Sign, 1923,
reconstructed 1978 (City HCM No.111)
31- Hollywood Sign Viewshed
32- 1930's era Stoppage Dam
33- Cedar Grove
34- Early Water Tower, c.1927
35- Bee Rock
36- Bee Rock Trail, 1903

37- Los Angeles Zoo and Autry National Center,
1966, 1987
38- Freeways and All Associated Ramps, 1957
39- Toyon Landfill/ Reclamation Project, 1958
40- Marty Tregnan Golf Academy, 2000
41- Roosevelt Municipal Golf Course, 1966
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APPENDIX E. Additional SCCIC Results

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
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Listings within the project area are highlighted in green.
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DPERTY-NUMBER
PRIMARY-#

098162

19-175539

065164
171703

19-173465

RIVERSIDE DR
RIVERSIDE OR

157049
158938

100874

17120 RINALDI ST
7101 RITA AVE
2331 RIVERDALE AVE

19-175297
19—176300

RIVERSIDE DR
RIVERSIDE DR

1937

LOS ANGELES

17019 RINALOI ST

127554

097813

04-05-12
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Oirectory of Properties in the Historic Property Oats File for LOS ANGELES County.
PRG-REFERENCE-NUMBER
OWN
YR-C
OHP-PROO..
CITY.NAME
NAMES

RES IDENCE
BRIDGE #53C-1298
BRIDGE #53C-0160
GRIFFITH PARE

I
/

RIVERSIDE DRIVE
RIVERSIDE DRIVE

GRIFFITH PANE-SWIMNING POOL AND BL

P

LOS ANOELES
LOS ANGELES

U

LOS ANGELES
LOS ANGELES
LOS ANGELES
LOS ANGELES

1948

LU

H
5

1938
1926

PROJ.REVW.
PROJ.REVW.

FHWAO51O28B
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12/07/05
01/30/06

2S2
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C

M

1896
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A
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A
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04/11/94

2S2
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HIST.RES.
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HIST.RES.
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HIST.RES.
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04/11/94
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2D2
202

A
A
A

OOE-19-94-0442-0007
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A
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UOE-19-94-0442-0006
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04/11/94

202
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A
A

HRG940202Z
OOE-19-94-0442-0002
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04/11/94
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202

A
A
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OOE-19-94-0442-0016
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A

HRG940202E
OOE-19-94-0442-0015
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04/11/94

6Y
6Y
6Y

DOE-19-94-0442-0013

04/11/94
04/11/94

6Y
6Y

PROJ.REVW.
HIST.RES.
PROJ.REVW.

HRG940202Z
DOE-19-94-0442-0012
HRG940202Z

04/11/94
04/11/94
04/11/94

6Y
6Y

HIST.RES.
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HIST.RES.
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DOE-19-01-0104-0000

08/15/94
08/05/93
09/30/94
09/30/94
01/31/01
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6Y
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6Y
6Y

M

1927

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-MERRY-GO-ROUND

LOS ANGELES

M

1926

19-176299

100872

19-176298

6Y
6Y
6Y
bY

LOS ANGELES

100873

DOE-19-94-0625-0000
HRG940202Z

04/17/08

GRIFFITH PANE-HANDING GOLF COURSE

RIVERSIDE DR

HIST.RES.
PROJ.REVW.

04/27/87

RIVERSIDE DR

19-176295

6Y

01/31/01
09/30/94
09/30/94

HUDO8O1O9F

H

100861

01/31/01

HUDO1O2O1B

HUD870422J

LOS ANGELES

GRIFFITH PANE-ASTRONOMERS’

DOE-19-01-0103-0000

PROJ.REVW.

GRIFFITH PANE-BIRD SANCTUANY

RIVERSIDE DR

HIST.RES.
PROJ.REVW.

1934

100871

19-176297

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-LOS FELIZ ADOBE

LOS ANGELES

H

100860

19-176294

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE

LOS ANGELES

H

100881

19-176307

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-GENE AUTRY WESTERN H

LOS ANGELES

H

1980

100880

19-176306

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-TRAVEL TOWN

LOS ANGELES

H

1952

HIST.RES.
PROJ.REVW.
HIST.RES.

100878

19-176304

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-GREEE THEATER

LOS ANGELES

N

1930

PROJ.REVW.
HIST.RES.

100877

19-176303

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-LOS ANGELES ZOO

LOS ANGELES

M

1885

100876

19-176302

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-MULHOLLANO FOUNTAIN

LOS ANGELES

M

100875

19-176301

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-BOYS’

LOS ANGELES

N

100859

19—176293

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-FERNOELL

LOS ANGELES

M

100879

19-176305

RIVERSIDE DR

GRIFFITH PANE-GIRLS’

LOS ANGELES

H

027097

19-173065

1901 RIVERSIDE DR
13401 RIVERSIDE DR

LOS ANGELES

P

127864
125107

6537 RIVERTON AVE

-

MOUNT HOLLYWOOD

CAMP

CAMP

OURANS SHOWBOAT BAN-BLOODY XMAS 19
CHASE KNOLL APANTMENTS

LOS ANGELES

1853

HIST.RES.
PROJ.REVW.
HIST.RES.
PROJ.REVW.

1927

LOS ANGELES

Y

1941

064953
097815

19-173439
19-175298

3125 ROBERTS AVE
2955 ROBERTSON BLVD

RESIDENCE
HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL

LOS ANGELES
LOS ANGELES

U
0

1931

100850

19-176288

2955 ROBERTSON BLVD

HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL-MAIN BLDG

LOS ANGELES

0

1931

100851

19-176289

2955 ROBERTSON BLVD

HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL-ANSEMBLY HALL

LOS ANGELES

U

1936

083301
098163

19-174531
19-175540

11659 ROBIN ST
5118 ROCELAND AVE

LOS ANGELES
LOS ANGELES

U
P

1920
1920

1565 ROCEWOOD ST

LOS ANGELES

127555

CRIT

PROJ.REVW.

H

19-176296

HRS

1904

LOS ANGELES

100870

MONUNEN

LOS ANGELES

STAT-DAT

1937

HIST.RES.
PROJ.REVW.
HIST.RES.

04/11/94
04/11/94
04/11/94
04/11/94
04/11/94

CHC No.

CF No.

Adopted

N. Vermont between Los Feliz
Blvd. and Aberdeen Ave.

CHC-2008-3064-HCM

08-2907

1/14/2009

Stonehurst House

10021 North Stonehurst

CHC-2008-3084-HCM

08-2908

1/14/2009

Griffith Park

2715 N. Vermont Avenue

CHC-2008-2724-HCM

08-3086

1/27/2009

No. Name

Address

940

North Vermont Avenue Moreton Bay
Fig Tree

941
942

3201 Riverside Drive
3210 Riverside Drive
3401 Riverside Drive
4730 Crystal Springs Drive
5333 Zoo Drive
943

Heerman Estate

525 South Van Ness Avenue

CHC-2008-3554-HCM

08-3088

1/28/2009

944

Hermon Car Wall

400 Block of Pullman Avenue

CHC-2008-3350-HCM

08-3242

1/28/2009

945

The Beverly Sycamore

308 North Sycamore Avenue

CHC-2008-4395-HCM

09-0236

2/25/2009

946

Verdugo Hills of Peace Pioneer
Cemetery

7000 Parsons Trail

CHC-2008-4385-HCM

09-0260

3/4/2009

947

CBS Columbia Square Studios

6121 Sunset Boulevard

CHC-2008-3990-HCM

09-0188

3/10/2009

948

Sinay House

1861 North Heather Court

CHC-2008-4400-HCM

09-0375

3/10/2009

949

Bank of America - Echo Park Branch

1572 W. Sunset Blvd

CHC-2008-4394-HCM

09-0486

4/10/2009

950

Original Echo Park Clubhouse

1004 North Echo Park Ave

CHC-2008-4384-HCM

09-0487

4/10/2009

951

James F. Real Studio Office

77 Patrician Way

CHC-2008-4717-HCM

09-0465

4/22/2009

952

Kaye Residence

4754 Vanalden Avenue

CHC-2008-4716-HCM

09-0466

4/22/2009

953

Foreman and Clark Building

701 South Hill Street

CHC-2008-4978-HCM

09-0623

5/20/2009

954

Dunsmuir Flats

1279 South Dunsmuir Avenue

CHC-2008-4976-HCM

09-0624

5/20/2009

955

Dickinson and Gillespie Building

200 East Culver Boulevard

CHC-2008-4984-HCM

09-0625

5/20/2009

956

Villa Bonita

1817 North Hillcrest Road

CHC-2008-4979-HCM

09-0711

5/20/2009

957

Great Republic Life Building

756 South Spring Street

CHC-2009-198-HCM

09-0723

5/20/2009

958

Bob Baker Marionette Theater

1345 West First Street

CHC-2009-199-HCM

09-0724

6/3/2009

959

See's Candy Shop and Kitchen No. 1

135-39 North Western Avenue

CHC-2009-210-HCM

09-0721

6/24/2009

960

Ashby Apartments

808 South Hobart Boulevard

CHC-2009-402-HCM

09-1530

8/5/2009

961

Marshall-Kline Residence

2037 South Harvard Boulevard

CHC-2009-667-HCM

09-1531

8/5/2009

962

Eckley-Mitchell Residence

2048 South Oxford Boulevard

CHC-2009-1248-HCM

09-1851

9/23/2009

963

Linda Scott Residence

1910 South Harvard Boulevard

CHC-2009-1258-HCM

09-1852

9/23/2009

964

Ross House

2123 North Valentine Street

CHC-2009-1304-HCM

09-1846

9/23/2009

965

Wilson House

2090 North Redcliff Street

CHC-2009-1307-HCM

09-1853

9/23/2009

966

Douglas Building

257 South Spring Street

CHC-2009-1373-HCM

09-1850

9/23/2009

967

Lipetz House

1843 North Dillon Street

CHC-2009-1391-HCM

09-1849

9/23/2009

968

Bethlehem Baptist Church

4901 South Compton Avenue

CHC-2009-2113-HCM

09-1307

12/15/2009

969

Frank E. Hartigan Residence

1034 South Gramercy Place

CHC-2009-2862-HCM

09-2892

1/27/2010

970

844 South Plymouth Apartments

844 South Plymouth Boulevard

CHC-2009-2888-HCM

09-2923

1/27/2010

971

Villa Palombo-Togneri

2508 Mayberry Street

CHC-2009-3039-HCM

09-3018

1/27/2010

972

Shire Art House

2354 South Vista Gordo Drive

CHC-2009-3028-HCM

09-3019

1/27/2010

973

Henry Shire Residence

2208 North Princeton Avenue

CHC-2009-3047-HCM

09-3020

1/27/2010

974

Van Dekker House

19950 West Collier Street

CHC-2009-3041-HCM

09-3067

2/26/2010

975

Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist
Society Sanctuary

9550 N. Haskell Avenue

CHC-2009-3525-HCM

10-0165

2/26/2010

976

Corbin Palms House

6118 North Jumilla Avenue

CHC-2009-3511-HCM

10-0167

2/26/2010

977

Idle Hour Café

4824 Vineland Avenue

CHC-2009-3612-HCM

10-0170

2/26/2010

City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

Notes
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APPENDIX F. Proposed Zoo Conceptual Design

Wood Environmental & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc.
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APPENDIX G. Existing Conditions Photographs 174

Entry Plaza (west view).

Entry Plaza (northwest view).
174

Existing conditions photographs were taken by Historic Resources Group and Wood Environmental and
Infrastructure Solutions, Inc. during multiple site visits in 2018 and 2019.
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Entry Plaza (southwest view).

Children’s Discovery Center, east façade (northwest view).

G-2
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Children’s Discovery Center, west façade (northeast view).

Sea Life Cliffs (southeast view).
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International Market Place (west view).

International Market Place (northeast view).

G-4
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Winnick Family Children’s Zoo (north view).

Winnick Family Animal Care Center (northeast view).
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Administration Building, zoo staff offices (southwest view).

Administration Building, GLAZA offices (northeast view).
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The L.A.I.R., (east view).

World Aviary (northeast view).
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Tom Mankiewicz Conservation Carousel (southeast view).

Treetops Terrace (southwest view).
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Treetops Terrace, interior (northeast view).

Treetops Terrace, interior roof detail.
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Treetops Terrace, interior roof detail.

Treetops Terrace (northeast view).

G-10
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Treetops Terrace (west view).

Elephants of Asia, entrance.
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Elephants of Asia, elephant yard.

Red Ape Rainforest, entrance.

G-12
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Chimpanzees of the Mahale Mountains, exhibit.

Rainforest of the Americas, entrance.
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Pit-and-moat exhibit.

Pit-and-moat exhibit.
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Pit-and-moat exhibit.

Pit-and-moat exhibit.
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Pit-and-moat exhibit.

Pit-and-moat exhibit.
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Roundhouse exhibit.

Roundhouse exhibit.
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Roundhouse exhibit.

Roundhouse exhibit.

G-18
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Roundhouse exhibit.

Roundhouse exhibit, detail.
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Roundhouse exhibit, detail.

Roundhouse exhibit, detail.
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Roundhouse exhibit, detail.

Roundhouse exhibit, detail.
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Roundhouse exhibit, roof detail.

Hexagonal building, restrooms.

G-22
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Hexagonal building, restrooms.

Hexagonal building, restrooms and vending.
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Hexagonal structure, vending and shade.

Hexagonal structure, vending and shade.
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Hexagonal structure, shade.

Internal circulation, pathway.
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Internal circulation, pathway.

Internal circulation, pathway.
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Internal circulation, bridge.

Internal circulation, perimeter road.
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Gottlieb Animal Health and Conservation Center (southwest view).

Main service area, original Commissary Building (southeast view).
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Service area.

Service area.
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Service building, shed.

Service building, shed.
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Selig Zoo sculpture, lion (southwest view).

Selig Zoo sculpture, lion (south view).
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Selig Zoo sculpture, lioness (southeast view).

Selig Zoo sculpture, lioness (east view).
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Selig Zoo sculpture, signature detail.

Selig Zoo sculpture, lioness and two cubs (north view).

Los Angeles Zoo Vision Plan
City of Los Angeles

G-33

Historical Resources Technical Report

Selig Zoo sculpture, lioness and two cubs (northwest view).

Selig Zoo sculpture, lion and lioness (south view).
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Selig Zoo sculpture, lion and lioness (southeast view).

Zoo parking lot (north view).
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